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HENRY THE FOURTH, 



SURNAMED THE GREAT. 



A. D. 1589.] By the affaflination of the Third Henry, the fceptre of France was 
transferred from the race of Valois to the houfc of Bourbon, and placed in the hands of 
Henry the Fourth. No monarch, on his acceffion to the throne, had ever greater diffi- 
culties to encounter than Henry ; and no monarch, perhaps, was ever endowed with a 
greater portion of that vigour, and of thofe talents, which are eflentially requifite for 
furmountingfuch difficulties. Hisarmy, though numerous, confiding chiefly of Catholic \ 
was neither attached to his perfon, nor anxious for his intereft; his capital was jn the 
hands of a daring and defperate facYion, who would willingly have configned him to the 
fame fate to which the hand of an affaffin had devoted his predeceflbr ; and many of 
the moft rich and fertile provinces in his dominions acknowledged the authority of the 
rebellious League. 

Henry was firft faluted as king by the Scotch guards'; their example was followed 
by colonel Sanci, and a part of the Swifs under his command ; and the flame of loyalty 
extended to many of the principal Catholics, fuch as, the marefchnls de Biron and 
D'Aumont, Bellegarde, D'O, Chateauvieux, D'Entragucs, Dampierre, and the brave 
Crillon. But, on the other hand, numbers of the nobility evinced their difafFe&ion to 
a Proteftant prince, and cxpreffed their refolution to make his converfion the price of 
their obedience. Their intentions being communicated to Henry, that monarch replied, 
that though he were not bigotted to the faith he profefled, his renunciation muft be the 
eftecl of reflection and not of conftraint. Some of the nobles were contented with 

1 Mempiret de Sully, iiv. tiu 
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thisanfwer, and determined to remain with the king, at 1eaft for a time j but the duke 
D'Epernon, and many others retired from his fervice, and took with them all the troops 
that were under their immediate command. Henry immediately applied to all the fo- 
reign powers from whom he had any reafon to expect afliftance, and he fent either letters 
or meflengers to England, Germany, Flanders, Switzerland, and Venice, apprizing 
thofe ftates of the death of his predeceflbr, and his own acceflion to the throne. 

No foonerwasthe news of the late king's death conveyed, to Paris, than the Leaguers 
exhibited the mod indecent and extravagant fymptoms of joy. By thefe rebellious 
fanatics the crime of Clement was confidered as an act of pious heroifm; and the affaf- 
fin was dignified with the appellation of martyr. The blafphemous wretches even 
dared to affert that his. hand was guided by Heaven ; and the people, in the heighth of 
their frenzy, wifhed to immortalize the deed, by erecting a ffatue to the regicide *. 

At a lofs how to act, the Leaguers earneftly folicited the duke of Mayenne to accept 
%he title of k'mg; but though the profpeiSl flattered his ambition, the duke was compel- 
led to decline the dangerous pre-eminence, from a conviction that the foreign princes, 
who now countenanced and protected the League, would regard his elevation with a jea- 
lous eye, and probably refufe to acknowledge a fovereign who was not defcended from 
the blood-royal of France. But while he rejected the title, he afpired to the power of 
a king, and, therefore, prevailed on the people to falute the cardinal of Bourbon as their 
monarch, in the perfuafion that under that prelate he fhould enjoy a portion of autho- 
rity, which his dignity of lieutenant-general of the crown and kingdom of France 
would render fo powerful, as to be fuperior to controul. 

Unable, with his diminifhed forces, to continue the fiege of the capital, Henry drew 
oft" his troops, and having detached Sully to take pofleflion of Meulan, he proceeded to 
Ecouy, with the intention of penetrating into Touraine; but the advice he received of 
the loy^ll difpofition of the Normans, induced him to change his defign, and to attempt 
the liege of Rouen. While he was preparing for this expedition, he reduced the towns of 
Ciournay, Neufchatelj Eu, Treport, and Darnetal, at which laft place he received intelli- 
gence, that the duke of Mayenne was advancing towards him, with an army of twenty- 
five thoufand foot and eight thoufand horfe. Tooppofe this formidable force, Henry had 
only three thoufand fix hundred men 3 ; but thougli he knew that by riiking an action he 
Ihould fubjedt himlelf to cenfure for his temerity, he was, at the fame time, aware that, 
in the prefent ftate of his affairs, policy required he fhould not pay too ftrict an 

* Vie de Crillon, torn. ii. p. 7 i._ Clement's mother went to Paris foon after the aflaffination of Henry, when 
the Council of Union prefenteJ her with a confiderable Cum of money, as a token of their gratitude for having 
givm birth to " The DeJivtm if his County ' 1 >" Idem, Ibid. 3 Sullv. 
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attention to the common rules of prudence. Thus, having previoufly fecured a place of 
retreat in the town of Dieppe, the governor whereof fecretly favoured his caufe, he re- 
folved to make a Hand near the town of Arques, about five miles from Dieppe. With 
this view he took poffeflion of a ftrong poft, and difpofed of his little army to the beft 
advantage. Confident of vi&ory, the duke of Mayenne advanced, and, to his utter af- 
tonifhment, found every inch of ground difputed with incredible valour. The immenfe 
fuperiority of his numbers, however, muftyin the end, have prevailed ; but for a rapid and 
well-dire&ed difcharge of cannon from the caftle of Arques, which fogalledhis troops, that 
they were thrown into confufion, and, at length, compelled to retire, with the lofs of 
near feven hundred men, leaving the king in poffeffion of the field 4 . 

After the battle of Arques, Henry advanced to Dieppe, where he received a reinforce- 
ment of four thoufand troops from Elizabeth, and was foon after joined by a more con- 
fideiable body of men, under the count of SoifTons, the dukes of Orleans and Longue- 
ville, and the marefchals D'Aumont and Biron. Thus ftrengthened, he again took the 
field, and directed his march to the capital. The fuburbs of Saint James and Saint 
Germain were taken by aflault, on the firft of November; thirteen hundred of the 
Leaguers were put to the fvvord,and Paris muft inevitably have been reduced to the ne- 
ceflity of acknowledging her lawful fovereign, but for the arrival of the duke of May- 
enne, with an army fuperior to that of the royalifis. Henry now raifed the fiege, and r 
after reducing the towns of Eftampes, Janville and Vendome, retired to the city of Tours. 
After a fhort ftay at the capital of Touraine, he formed the fiege of Mans, which furren- 
deredon the firft difcharge of his artillery ; and fo fuccefsful was his progrefs in the pro- 
vinces of Maine, Anjou, and Touraine, that all the towns they contained acknowledged 
his power, except the fingle fortrefs of Ferte-Bemard. 

The duke of Mayenne, meanwhile, had formally proclaimed the cardinal of Bourbon, 
under the appellation of Charles the Tenth 5 ; in the name of this pageant of royalty, 
who was himfelf a prifoner to Henry, he difTolved the council of Union, and, with the 
affiftance of a privy-council, nominated by himfelf and dtfvoted to his will, aflumfj the 
fupreme adminiftration of affairs. Placing himfelf at the head of his army, he took the 
town of Pontoife, and then proceeded to form the fiege of Meulan, which, through 
the vigilance and good conduit of Sully 6 , refifted his attacks until the arrival of the roy- 
alifis, at whofe approach the Leaguers retired. But one of their generals, the marquis 
D'Alegre, made a fuccefsful attempt on the city of Rouen, and Henry had the mortifica- 
tion to fee the capital of a province he was fo anxious to preferve, in the power of his 
enemies. Unable to undertake the recovery of this important place, he threw a garrifon 

4 It \vas on this occafion, that Henry wrote a laconic note to Crillon, couched in thefe terms: Hang yourfelf, 
brave Crillon, for we have engaged the enemy at Arques, and you was not there." 5 Mezcrai, torn. ix. 

p. aqo. 6 DeThou — Matthieu. 
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into Patty, under the command of Sully, and haftened, in perfon, to form the fiege ot 
Dreux. But he had fcarcely opened his batteries, when the duke of Mayenne, having 
received a ftrong reinforcement from the prince of Parma, under the command of count 
Egmont, advanced to the relief of the town, and crolTed the Seine at Mantes. The 
king, apprized of his approach, raifed the fiege, and took his poft at Nonancour ; where 
it was refolved, in a council of war, to give the enemy battle 7 . The duke of Mayenne 
had no intention of engaging, his defign being only to throw fuccours into Dreux ; but 
the king having left Nonancour to approach the banks of the Eure, near Ivry, in order 
todifpute the paffage of that river with the enemy, mould they attempt to pafs it, the 
Leaguers miftookthis motion for a flight, and' the duke of Mayenne was prevailed on, 
by the inconfiderate councils of the count of Egmont, and the vain bravadoes of the Pari- 
fians, to follow .md bring him to action. k 

On the morning of the fourteenth of March, 1590, the two armies were drawn up 
in order of battle, oppofite to the town of Ivry, in a large plain fituated in the midft of 
a peninfula, formed hy the rivers Aure, Iton, and Eure. The king, who, juft before 
the battle was joined by Sully with three companies of horfe-arquebufiers, had two 
thoufand cavalry, and from fix to feven thoufand infantry ; while the duke of Mayenne's 
army confifted of five thoufand horfe and eight thoufand foot s . But the fuperioritv, 
in point of numbers, on the part of the Leaguers, was counterbalanced by the fkill and 
valour of the king's officers and troops.. The count of Egmont, at the head of his own 
troops, reinforced by a fcjuadron of German horfe, attacked that divifion of the royal- 
ifls, where the king fought in perfon, accompanied by his principal nobility, among 
whom Sully and the brave Crillon particularly diftinguifhed themfelves ; the former 
after receiving feven wounds and having two horfes killed under him, was left fenfeleft 
on the field 9 ; the conteft was long and obftinate ; on the right and left, the royalifts 
gave way ; but the king, by his maiterly c'onduft, and intrepid courage, ably feconded 
by the maicfchal D'Aumont and others of the nobility, rallied his fcattered troops, and 
reanimated them to more vigorous and fuccefsful efforts : the count of Egmont was'flain 
withnihfcgreater part of his detachment, and two thoufand five hundred of the Leaguers 
alio perifhed in the field. The greatefr (laughter took place at the bridge of Ivry, which 
the duke of Mayenne had broken down, in order to fecure his own retreat, at the ex- 
pence of bU follower*. The Swift, who, amidft the general confufion, alone preferved 
their ranks and reputation, confented to enter into the fervice of the king ; who laving 
forded the rhfct at Anet, purfued the fugitives for fome time, and then repaired to the 
caflle of Rofny, about a league from Mantes, where he palled the night 10 ? 

The plain of Ivry was not the only place that was deftined to witnefs the progrefs 

1 Meze«i, torn, .x, P . z 07 . « M tmo ires de Sully, liv. iii. note. 9 l6em . Ibid. 10 Meztrai . 
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of Henry's arms ; on the very fame day, Randan, who commanded the troops of the 
League in the province of Auvergne, was attacked, defeated, and {lain, by the royalifts at 
Iffoire The king was advifed by la Noue, after the redu6tion of Mantes and Ver- 
non, to improve his vidtory by repairing to the capital, where his friends, encouraged 
by his fuccefs, were impatient for his arrival ; but he was deterred from following this 
advice, as well by the folicitations of Biron and D'O, as by a mutiny of the Swifs 
for want of pay, which occafioned a delay of more than a fortnight. Dreux, how- 
ever, fur rendered to his arms, and, after an unfuccefsful attack upon Sens, he fecured 
the towns of Corbeil, Meulan, Lagny, and Saint-Denis, and, on the twenty-fifth 
day of April, inverted the metropolis. Having taken all the neceffary precautions 
for preventing fupplies, or provifions, from entering the town* he divided his army 
into ten divifions, and, in one night, ftormed the ten fuburbs of the town at the fame 
time, after which he converted the fiege into a blockade. 

About this timethe cardinal of Bourbon, Henry's captive, and competitor for the crown, 
expired at the caftle of Fontenay in Poitou. In his laft moments, the aged prelate 
expreffed his regard for his lawful fovereign, and his juft fenfe of the interefted views 
of thofe who had affected to elevate him to a throne : yet his name, for feveral years after 
his death, was ufed to fancYion the defigns of the League, and to nourifh the flame of 
rebellion. 

The army of the League having always been fuperior, in number, to that of the 
king, the Parifians had thought themfelves fecure from attack, and had therefore made 
no provifion for fuftaining a fiege. But the diftrefs to which they were reduced by this 
ill-timed confidence, by no means diminifhed the implacable hatred they bore to their 
fovereign. In the abfence of the duke of Mayenne, who went to folicit afliftance from 
the prince of Parma, the duke of Nemours was appointed governor of the capital, 
and by his conduct and valour he juftified the choice of the inhabitants. A regiment 
©f ecclefiaftics, headed by the pope's legate, contributed their efforts to the defence of 
the metropolis ; but neither the moft fignal exertions of courage and fkill, nor the defpe- 
rate efforts of fanaticifm, could haverefcued this proud city from the fate which threaten- 
ed it, but for the humanity of that fovereign whom it continued thus obftinately to refift. 
Tlje rapid progrefs of famine and peftilence induced the governor to difmifs all ufelefs 
mouths; the aged and infirm were ordered to leave the town, and had Henry refufed 
a paffage though his lines to thefe unhappy wretches, whom his officers advifed him> 
to drive back with the fvvord, it is more than probable his capital mull have furrendered 
but his affection for his people prevailed oyer the fuggeftions of policy, and this mild: 

" Cayet, p. 329— De Thou, 

and: 
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and merciful monarch not only fuffered them to pafs, but connived at the introduction 
of provifions for the ufe of the friends they left behind 11 . 

But notwithftanding thefe favourable circumftances, the Parifians were reduced to 
the laft extremity : in the fhort fpace of a month no lefs than thirty thoufand had pe- 
ri flied by famine ; mothers are faid to have prolonged a guilty life by feeding on the 
flefti of their dead children ; a parte, made of the pounded bones of thofe who had died 
of hunger, was, at the fuggeftion of the Spanifh ambaflador, employed by many as 
food * 3 , but it only tended to fliorten the lives it was meant to prolong "*. The cardinal 
de Gondi, bifhop of Paris, the archbifhop of Lyons, and fome others, moved with 
companion for the fufferings of their country, and dreading the fatal effects of a general 
affault, pcrfuaded the inhabitants, notwithftanding the oppofition of the duke of Ne- 
mours, to let them wait on the king, and offer to furrender the city, on condition that 
he fhould become a Catholic. To this propofition, Henry replied — I will not dif- 
" femble, but on the contrary difclofe my fentiments to you without referve. I am 
" willing to grant you peace ; I am anxious to procure it myfelf ; I would confent to 
" lofe one finger in order to come to action ; but I would willingly facrifice two to 
" obtain a general peace. I love my good city of Paris ; I am jealous of her ; I am 
M defirous of doing her fervice, and would even grant her more favours than Ihe de- 
" mands of me ; but I wifh to grant them of my own free will, and not to be compelled 
*' to it by the king of Spain or the duke of Mayenne." Had Henry attempted at this 
time to reduce Paris by ftorm, there can be little doubt but he would have fucceeded ; 
but his humanity led him to reject the entreaties of his foldiers, who ftrenuoufly urged 
him to the adoption of this meafure ; for he was aware that fuch of them us were Hu- 
gonots would gladly embrace the opportunity to revenge the maffacre of St. Bartholo- 
mew, by putting to death the Pariiinns who had taken fo active a part on that occa- 
fion. In confequence of fuch forbearance, the prince of Parma, with an army of fif- 
teen thoufand men, had time to form a junction with the Leaguers, and the approach 
of their united forces, revived the drooping fpirits of the Parifians. 

The king now found it neceffary to raife the fiege of the capital; and as the prince 
of Parma was in the vicinity of Meaux, lie drew oft* his troops, and ported himfelf be- 
tween that city and Paris, making his light-horfe advance as far as Claye, where the 
two camps lay fo contiguous to each other, that lcveral fmart fkirmifhes enfued. The 
port which Henry had taken pofleflion of was moft advantageoufly fituated for preventing 
the approach of the enemy to the capital, but, at the inftigation of the marefchal de Bi- 
ron, and in direct contradiction to his own judgment, he quitted it for that of Chelles, 
where he pitched his camp on the rifing ground, which on one fide was encompafled 



Sully, liv. 3. 



>3 Idem, Hid. 
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by a deep valley and a morafs, where the cavalry could not poffibly act. The prince 
ot Parma no iooner perceived this injudicious movement, than he encamped on an cini- 
mencc immediately oppofitc to the king, but out of the reach of his artillery. It was 
neither his intention nor his intereft to hazard an aclion, but this would not eafily 
have been avoided had Henry remained at his former poft ; the king, indeed, became 
fenfible of his error, when, after remaining two or three days in his prefent pofition, 
he faw Lngny taken before his eyes, without being able to prevent its reduction. 

Finding all his hopes of preventing the prince of Parma from throwing fuccours into 
thecapital fruftrated by the vigilance of that general, he retreated to the banks of the Oife, 
and ftationed his troops at Crcil, a town fituated on that river, where he continued to 
harafs the enemy. During his ftay at thefe quarters he made no other attempts than 
fuch as were requifite to prevent his army from being enervated by floth ; while the 
prince of Parma, to fhew that he was mailer of the field, formed the fiege of Corbeil, 
which he took, after a vigorous refiftance. The prince, to found the inclinations of 
the Catholic leaders towards the king cf Spain, propofed to garrifon the town with 
his Walloon, or Italian troops; but this offer was rejected with indignation by the 
duke of Mayenne and his confederates, and the manner of their refufal clearly difco- 
vered their jealoufy and fufpicicn of Philip. The prince, confirmed in his opinion 
that the moment was not yet arrived of avowing the ambitious defigns of his mailer, 
and influenced flill more by the inclemency of the feafon, the fickly ftate of his troops, 
and the want of money and provifions, determined, notwithftanding the importunities 
of the Catholic chiefs, to return to the Low Countries, and leave the contending par- 
ties to exhauil their ilrength in mutual animofity, in the hope that their weaknefs 
hereafter would deliver them an eafy prey to Spain. 

Left the Catholics might be overpowered in his abfence, by the fuperior genius of 
the king of France, the prince left for their fupport a body of fix thoufand men, and, 
with the reft of his troops, began his march towards the Netherlands; but he was 
fenfible that fo able a commander as Henry would not fail to obferve his retreat with 
a vigilant eye. That he might accomplifh without lofs this arduous enterprize, he 
drew up his army in four divifions, and always marched in order of battle; the coun- 
try before him was, every morning, diligently reconnoitred by his light cavalry, and his 
army each night was fecured by ftrong intrenchments. 

The prince was not miftaken, for Henry was no fooner apprized of the route he in- 
tended to take, than he collected a choice body of troops, and, notwithstanding all 
the precautions of his adverfary, he harafled, by fuch inceffant and vigorous attacks, the 
forces of Spain, that they were frequently reduced to the moft dangerous filiation. 
In the paiTage of the river Aire, the royaliits particularly diftinguifhed themfelves; and 
the baron de Biron, fon to the marefchal, engaged himfelf fo far among the Spanilh. 
Vol. IV. B battalions, 
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battalions, that, but for the active gallantry of his fovereignj who flew to his afliflance 
with fuch of the nobility as were immediately about bis pcrfon, bis life miift have paid 
the forfeit of his temerity ,s . The length of the inarch, the bndnefs of the roads, and 
the advanced feafon of the year, all contributed to fecond the attempts of Henry, and to 
encreafe the diftrefsof the enemy ; but the fuperior (kill and prudence of the prince of 
Parma furmounted every obfiacle, and without any confiderable lofs he triumphantly 
conducted his troops into the province of Hainault. Yet Henry, by his conduct on 
this occafion, gave frefli courage to his partifans : feveral towns fubmitted to his arms, 
and many of the Catholic nobility efpoufed hiscaufe; among others tfere the duke 
of Nevers, who brought his troops along with him lS . 

During this interval, pope Sixtus the Fifth expired, at a time when he had determin- 
«d to break with the Spaniards, and to afTert, by arms, the claims of the court of Rome 
to the kingdom of Naples. He was fucceeded by Urban the Seventh, who lived but 
a month after his elevation to the apoftolical chair, which, at his deceafe, was filled by 
Gregory the Fourteenth, by birth a Milaneie, and an implacable enemy to Henry. 
He inftantly declared" that monarch a heretic, abfolved his fubjects from their alle- 
giance, and involved them in the cenfures of the church> unlefs they quitted the im- 
pious party they had efpoufed. 

A. D. 1591.] At the commencement of this year, Henry having received a fupply of 
ammunition and money from England, was enabled to maintain his fuperiority in the field. 
Alter feveral unfuccefsful attempts to take Paris by furprize, he formed, in the month of 
February, the fiege of Chartres, which, after an obftin ate refiftance, furrendered on the 
eighteenth of April. The duke of Mayenne, unable to prevent the reduction of that 
town, fought to draw olT the king's attention to another quarter, by inverting Chateau- 
Thierry, which he took in a very Ihort time. During the fiege of Chartres, Francis 
de Coligni, fon to the celebrated admiral, difplayed qualities which even promifed to 
furpafs thofe of his father ; and his death, which happened loon after, was univerfally 
deplored %y the Calvinills, who were permitted to behold his virtues, and to lament 
their lofs. From the acquifition of Chartres the king directed his attack to Noyon, 
which was bravely defended by Rieux, who, from a private foldier, had, merely from his 
merit, been raifed to the rank of a general officer: But the perfeverance of Henry over- 
came every obftacle ; all attempts to introduce fuccours to the town were fruftrated by 

'5 Mezerai. 

It was, during this expedition, that the king, parting by Cceuvres, firft faw the celebrated Gabrielle d'Etrees, 
who was daughter to Anthony d'Etret-s, marquis of Cceuvres, and knight of the order of St. Michael. She ac- 
quired fuch an afcendancy over the mind of Henry, that her influence became boundlefs. It is faid that fhe haJ 
much lefs fenfe than beauty > and that her mind was a ftranger to ambition; but the l^ffons fhe received from 
her parents awakened her vanity, and taught her to employ her charms for promoting the fovtune and aggrandize- 
ment of her houfe. — Vu du have Ctillon, torn. ii. p. 160. 
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the vigilance of the royalifls ; and it was at length compelled to furrender, even in the 
fight of the duke of Mayenne. 

Ahout this time, an affembly of the chiefs of the League was holden at the city of 
Rheims, in order to difcufs the propriety of opening negotiations for a peace, or to pro- 
vide the means of carrying on the war. By putting an end to hoftilities all the ambiti- 
ous defigns of the Leaguers muft have been fruftrated, and they were aware of the dif- 
ficulty of continuing them without a king, and of maintaining a king without the 
fanction and fupport of the Spanifh monarch. To obtain thefe the prefident Janin 
was deputed to Philip, who, after feveral interviews with that prince and his minifters, 
at length difcovered his real intentions, which were — To affemble the ftates-general, in 
order to give the crown to that prince who fhould efpoufe his daughter Ifabella, as a 
princefs who was nearly allied to the blood-royal of France ; in confideration whereof, 
Philip engaged to fend into France a force fufficiently powerful to effect the expulfion 
of the king of Navarre ; and to allow the duke of Mayenne a monthly ftipend of ten 
thoufand crowns ,? . 

Philip founded his hopes of fuccefs on the influence of his money, on the, affection 
of the council of fixteen (who had again aflumed the government of the capital) and 
on the cabals of the mendicant friars and other monks, who formed a very powerful party, 
and who were, at that time, wholly devoted to Spain ; by thefe means lie flattered him- 
felfhe fhould win over to his intereft the inhabitants of the principal towns. The 
pope's views were nearly the fame, and he refolved to employ both his fpiritual and 
temporal arms for enforcing them. In the month of April he publifhed his fentence of 
excommunication againft the king and his adherents, in all the towns which acknow- 
ledged the authority of the League ; while he raifed an army of eight thoufand foot and 
one thoufand horfe, the command whereof he gave to his nephew, on whom he confer- 
red the duchy of Montemarciano. 

But the only effect which the pope's bulls had in the kingdom, was to provoke the 
publication of edicts calculated to ftrengthen the oppofite party, and of decrees of the 
different parliaments tending to encreafe the prevailing fpirit of animofity. A part of 
the parliament of Tours, fitting at Chalons, pronounced, on the fixth of June, a fen- 
tence, which revoked all the bulls as being null, abufive, fcandalous, full of impoftures, 
contrary to the holy decrees, canons, and councils, and to the rights of the Gallican 
church ; ordering them to be torn and burnt by the hands of the executioner; offering 
a reward often thoufand livres to any perfon who fhould apprehend the pope's legate ; and 
forbidding all his majefty's fubjects to afford him refuge or protection 18 ! The king him- 
felf, by the advice of his council aflembled at Mantes, publifhed a declaration on the 
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leventeenth of July, by which he ordered all the parliaments to proceed without delay 
againft the legate, in order to bring him to juftice ; and exhorted the prelates to affem- 
ble for the purpofe of preventing any interruption of ecclefiailical difcipline, and ot tak- 
ing fuch precautions that the people Ihould not be deprived of their pallors. 

On the other hand Henry deemed it prudent, notwithftanding the oppofition of the 
young cardinal of Bourbon, to iffue a declaration in favour of the Hugonots ; revoking 
all the edicts which had been publifhed 3gainft them, and the decifions founded there- 
on ; and reftoring to their full force and vigour all the edicts of pacification — but only 
provifionally, and till (uch time as he fhould find the means of promoting an union of 
all his fubjecls by the eftablifliment of a folid peace. By the infertion of this laft claufe 
he facilitated the confirmation of this declaration by the parliament of Tours, who, 
with regard to the pope's bulls, were ftill more explicit and decifive than their brethren at 
Chalons. They declared Gregory to be an enemy to the peace and reunion of the 
church ; an enemy to the king and ftate; an affociate in the Spanifh confpiracy ; an ac- 
complice in rebellion; and an inftigator of the murder of Henry the Third' 9 . In 
contradiction to thefe proceedings, the rebel parliament of Paris declared this decree null 
and ot no effect, ifTued by men deftitute of power, fchifmatics and heretics, enemies of 
God, and deftroyers of his church. 

Meanwhile, the efcape of the young duke of Guife from the caftle of Tours, in 
which he had been confined everfince his father's death, increafed the number of Hen- 
ry's enemies; this event occafioned great rejoicings among the Leaguers, and the pope 
publickly returned thanks to God for the duke's liberation from captivity. But the 
jealoufy of the duke of Mayenne removed the fears of the one party, and deltroyed the 
hopes of the other; apprehenfive that his nephew might fucceed to the place which his 
father had enjoyed in the affections of the people, he was led to confider him lefs as a 
"powerful friend than as a formidable rival ; he fent, however, la Feuillade to congratu- 
late him on his efcape, and to carry him fome money. The king found a greater fub- 
jedt for regret in the lofs of the brave La Noue, who was killed, about this time,, at 
the fiege*of Lamballe. He died univerfally regretted. His fon inherited all his good 
qualities: he had been four years a prifoner in the Netherlands, and having, at length, 
obtained his liberty, he was haflening to join bis father, when he was apprized of 
his death. 

Both the king and the duke of Mayenne now prepared for the reception of the fo- 
reign troops which had been promi fed them by their refpedtive allies. In September, 
the duke went to Verdun t© meet the reinforcement fent by the pope to the affiftance of 
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the League; he found the men in a terrible plight: all the infantry were di fabled by a 
dyfentery and the cavalry extremely haraffed, and moft of them dismounted. Tbe 
German auxiliaries, deftined for the fervice of the king, arrived about the fame time, and 
were in the beft poffible condition: they confifted of eleven thoufand foot, and five 
hundred Rheiters* 0 , levied by the vilcount Turenne, at the expence of the queen of 
England, and the free cities of Germany. The king went to meet them at the head of 
one thoufand horfe, and, after reviewing them on Michaelmas-dav, in the plain of 
Vandy, he led them into the vicinity of Verdun, where the dukes of Lorraine, May- 
enne, and Montemarciano were ftationcd, that thofe noblemen might be apprized of 
the j unftion. 

Meeting with no refinance, Henry refclved to form the fiege of Rouen, and having 
received an additional reinforcement of four thoufand Englifh, under the command of 
the earl of Eflex, the marefchal de Eiron invefted that city, on the eleventh of Novem- 
ber, with an army of nearly thirty thoufand horfe and foot. The garrifon of Rouen 
was commanded by Andrew Brancas de Villars, an officer of approved courage and 
talents, on whom the duke of Mayenne had conferred the government of Normandy, 
together with the high office of admiral. Ashe had expected that the town would be 
befieged, he had taken care to ftrengthen the fortifications, and to provide it with ample 
ftores of provifion and ammunition : the garrifon, too, was compofed of the beft troops 
in the fervice of the League. 

The king joined the army on the twenty-fourth of November, and having efbbliflied 
his quarters at the village of Darnetal, he caufed the trenches to be opened againft the 
fort of Saint Catharine, and, at the fame time, fummoned the town to furrender; but 
the citizens replied, that they never would acknowledge a heretic for their fovereign, 
and attempted tojuftify their revolt by the ftale pretext of zeal for the Catholic religion. 
The attacks were carried on with vigour, and, in the various fkirmifhes that took place, 
victory alternately declared for either fide. The king always appeared at the poft of 
danger; at the head of three hundred gentlemen, he attacked an outwark which Villars 
had thrown up near the fort of Saint Catharine, and, notwithftanding a moft vigorous 
refiftance, and the extreme inclemency of the weather, he carried it at midnight, fword 
In hand. 

The duke of Mayenne, meanwhile, was reduced to the greateft diftrefs : having no 
force fufficiently ftrong to oppofe the powerful army of the royalifts, he faw the impor- 
tant city of Rouen expofed to the moft imminent danger, and dreaded left its reduction 
might be attended with the lofs of the capital itfelf. Such of his aflbciates as were- belt 
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able to afford him afliuance were employed in fchemes for promoting the gratification of 
their own intereir. The duke of Nemours, with a part of the troops of the League, 
was endeavouring to erect a fovereignty for himfelf in the Lioimois, while the duke of 
Guife fought to become the head of the party, in imitation of his father ; and already 
had the young nobility attached themfelves to him, and the council of fixteen acknow- 
ledged him for their leader. Indeed, the defpotic authority affumed by this council, 
threatened wholly to annihilate the power of the duke of Mayenne : difgufted with the 
parliament for refufing to fancYion their violent proceedings, they feized and put to death 
the prefident Bi iflon ; Larcher, one of the judges of the parliament, and Tardif; one of 
the magifirates of the Chatelet 11 . The duk,e was, for fome time, at a lofs how to act, 
but, at length, he repaired to the capital, and finding his party {till fufficiently ftxong to 
fupport the decifive meafures he meant to adopt, he feized, in the night of the third of 
December, four of the council, whom he immediately cauied to be executed. After this 
exertion of authority, he wrote letters to all the governors of the provinces, in the in- 
tereft of the League, in order to juftify his own conduct, and to render the oppofitc 
faction deteftable ; and farther to attach them to him, he exacted from them an oath, 
never to forfake him ; never to encourage the election of a king without his con fen t ; to 
approve all the treaties he fhould fign with all perfons whatever; and to maintain no 
private intercourfe or correfpondence with the Spaniards. At the fame time, the parlia- 
ment being without prefulents, the duke created four, who were entirely devoted to his 
intereft". 

A. D. 1592.] During thefe transactions the king continued to pufh with vigour 
the fiege of Rouen, in the defence of which city Villars difplayed the moft confummate 
fkill, and the mod active courage : his tallies were frequent and well-conducted ; on the 
twenty-third or January, while the royalifts were engaged in attacking a ravelin before 
the fort of Saint Catharine, which was defended with the utmolt bravery, he placed 
himfelf at the head of three hundred horfe, and advanced towards Darnetal, at the 
fame time that a detachment of eighteen hundred arqucbufiers forded the river Ro- 
bec. Thefe ia& had orders to attack the Englifti, polled at the wood of Turinge, while 
Villars directed his efforts again ft the regiment of French guards, on the advanced par- 
ties whereof he fell fo unexpectedly, that thev were immediately routed, and put to 
flight. Crillon, however, hearing the noife, fpeedily collected a fmall body of troops, 
and, notwithstanding the great fuperiority of the enemy, kept them fo long at bay, that 
the kmg^had time to defcend the hill, pafs the river, and haflen to his afliftance 4| ; he 
was followed by Biron and Montmorenci, at the head of the light horfe j but Villars, 
reinforced by his arquebufiers and fome other troops, maintained his poft with fo much 
refolution, that the battle became ferious. The fpirited exertions of the French guards, 
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however, at length proved fuccefsful ; Villars and his detachment were defeated, and com- 
pelled to retire into the city with precipitation. 

The duke of Mavenne, alarmed at the danger to which Rouen was expofed, folicittd 
the afliilance of the king of Spain, who ordered the prince of Parma to march to the 
affiftancc of the Leaguers, with an army confiftingof ten thoufand foot and three thou- 
fand horfe, attended by forty pieces of cannon; thefe being joined by the troops of the 
duke of Mayenne, conftitutcd an army of one-and-thirty thoufand men. The duke of 
Parma, on his entrance into the territories of Fi ance, required that the town of La Fere 
upon Oyfe, fhould befufrendcred to him, and he there left a garrifon of four hundred 
men to guard his artillery. Diego D'lbarra, duke of Feria, the Spanifh ambaflador, 
opened the intentions of his mailer, by making a formal demand of the crown ot France 
for the infanta, whom Philip promifed to marry to a French prince. Several confer- 
ences were holden on this fubject at La Fere, between the minifters of Spain and thofe 
of the duke of Mayenne. The former offered to grant the latter their own terms, but 
nothing was at prefent concluded on 24 . 

Henry was no fooner apprized of the approach of the Spaniards, than he put himfelf 
at the head of fevei* thoufand horfe, and directed his courfe to the banks of the Somme. 
A part of this detachment fell in with a body of the enemy's horfe, near Folleville, 
whom they immediately attacked, but were repulfed, with the lofs of Lavardin, and 
feveral of their men ; the king, however, flew to their affiftance, and, in his turn, com- 
pelled the enemy to retire. He foon after attacked, with only two thoufand two hun- 
dred horfe, the van-guard of the Spanifh army, under the duke of Guife, at the town of 
Bures, in the Beauvoifis. This bold attempt was attended with complete fuccefs; a 
great part of the enemy were flain, and the reft put to flight. But, near the town of 
Aumale, Henry's courage got the better of his prudence, and engaged him in an action 
which had nearly coft him his life. With only a hundred horfe, he hovered round and 
infulted the whole Spanifh army : attacked by a large detachment of cavalry, he long 
fuflained the unequal combat ; his troop was foon reduced to forty men, and after dis- 
playing the moft fignal exertions of valour, he refolved to effect a retreat: nothing 
could exceed the danger of this attempt, as the king had a bridge to pafs, and that bridge 
was at a confiderable diftance ; but his conduct and valour were admirably calculated 
for extricating him from fimilar difficulties : he placed himfelf in the rear of his troop ; 
gained the bridge ; was the laft that paffed it ; and fuftained the fhock of the enemy till 
his oflicers and men had reached the oppofite fide. Though he had received a piftol-fhot 
ic the reins, he ftill continued fighting, till he gained the foot of a hill, where he had 
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polled four hundred arquebufiers, whofe unexpected appearance rendered the prince of 
Parma fufpicious of an ambufcade, and induced him to call off his troops*'. 

While the king was engaged in this expedition, the governor of Rouen (on the 
twenty-fixth of February) made a vigorous fully on the befiegers : penetrating to the 
roval quarters at Dametal, Villars put all the German infantry to the fword, carried oft 
fixniecesof cannon, with all the powder; then, purfuing his advantage, attacked the 
trenches, killed or put to flight all who defended them, and did not re-enter the city till 
he had compleatly demoliflied the greater part of the works of the befiegers. The 
king, who imputed this difafler to the culpable neglecl of the marefchal de Biron, imme- 
diately haftened to Rouen; and, finding it neceffary to raife the fiege, he drew off his 
troops, and advanced to meet the prince of Parma; the two armies came in fight ot 
each other, within a day's march of the town, when Henry challenged the prince to ac- 
tion : that able general, with feeming joy, accepted the defiance ; but, by a judicious dif- 
pofal of his troops, he eluded the vigilance of his adverfary, and completed his grand ob- 
ject by the relief of Rouen I6 . 

Finding it impoffible to attack the prince of Tarma under the walls of the city, Henry 
now difmiffed his troops, but he took care fo to difpofe of them that they could all be 
reaffembled on the fhorteft. notice Meanwhile the prince having fufficiently refreflied 
his foldiers, proceeded, with a part of his army, to form the fiege of Ponte- Audemer and 
Caudebec, which made but little refiftance ; the king having purpofely favoured their 
reduction in order to throw the enemy off their guard. Caudebec is fituated in the 
peninfula ofCaux, bounded by the Seine on the weft; and the fea and the river D'Eu, on 
the north and eaft ; and Henry no fooner found that the prince of Parma had committed 
his forces within the nartow limits of this peninfula, than he prepared to execute the 
plan he had formed on the difmiflion of his troops. In the fhort fpace of a week, lie 
affembled an army of twenty tboufand foot, and tight thou (and horfe, with which he 
fpeedily advanced to Varicarville and Fontaine-le-Bourg. Having fecured all the paf- 
fes between Rouen and Caudebec, and cut off the communicat'ron between the garrifon 
of Ponte-Audemer and the main body of the enemy's army, he attacked, on the twenty- 
eighth of April, the van-guard of the Leaguers, under the command of the duke of 
Guife. The duke's fquadrons, taken by furprife, were broken at the firft onfet, and 
that general fled with precipitation, after lofing a great number of men, leaving his 
baggage in the hands of the vidtor. 

1 he prince of Parma, aftoniflied at this fudden attack, endeavoured to fecure his other 
quarters from infult, by itation'mg the duke of Guife at Yvctot, and by throwing up 
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fortifications around his camp; and as the limits of his camp were too confined to con- 
tain the whole of his troops, he polled three thoufand men in an adjoining wood, which 
lie furrounded with intrenchments, and eftablilhed a line of communication between that 
and the camp. Thefe precautions, however, proved inefficient to reftrain the military 
ardour of Henry, who fent a body of eight thoufand infantry, compofed of an equal 
number of Englifti, Dutcli and Germans, and fupported by fix hundred* horfe, to attack 
the wood, which they carried, after an obftinate conflidt of three hours, in which the 
Leaguers loft eight hundred men. This fuccefs encouraged the king to make a fimilar 
attempt upon Ivetot, where he was equally fucc'efsful; the prince of Parma, indeed, 
haftened to the relief of the duke of Guife, and vigoroully fuftained the efforts of the 
royalifts, till his troops had gained the fortified camp : he loft, however, feven or eight 
hundred men, and was himfelf dangeroully wounded in the arm. 

The day clofed before the action was finifhcd; the king, inftead of giving himfelf up 
to repofe after the extraordinary fatigue he had experienced, pafled the night in prepara- 
tions for improving the advantage he had obtained over the enemy. He refolved on the 
following morning to ftorm their camp, and with this view he caufed fix pieces of can- 
non to be drawn out during the night, and pointed againft the fortifications : he vifited 
every poft in perfon, delivered his inftructions to the officers, and made every difpofition 
for commencing the attack at dawn of day. But great was his lurprize when, as he 
advanced for this purpofe, he found the camp deferred, and the enemy gone 27 . 

The vigilance, forefight, and good conduct of the prince of Parma, on this occafion, 
cannot be too much admired; though the extreme confidence of the Leaguers feemed 
to preclude the neceffity of extraordinary precautions, yet this able general, knowing 
what a vigorous and active foe he had to contend with, had fecretly collected a great 
number of boats, which he ftationed near Caudebec, for the purpofe of fecuring his 
retreat, in cafe he fhould be pufiied to extremities. To this wife and falutary meafure 
was he indebted for the fafety of his troops, and the prefervation of his military 
fame. With thefe boats he formed abridge in the night, and notvvithftanding the con- 
fufion which prevailed in his camp, his whole army, artillery, and baggage palled over in 
fafety to the oppofite fide before the break of day 29 . 

Henry was not more mortified than aftonilhed at this event. He immediately fum- 
moned a council of war, in which he propofed to proceed to Pont-de-l'Arche, and after 
crofting the Seine, purfue the enemy without delay. But this project, though indifpu- 
tably the heft that could be adopted in his fituation, was fo ftrenuoufly oppofed by his 
officers, that he was compelled to give up his defign. The prince of Parma, therefore, 
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was fuffered to effect: his retreat without moleftation, and he returned to Flanders-, 
'difatisfied with the iffue of the campaign, and highly difcontenred with the League. 

The exhaufted ftate of the king's finances now compelled him to difband the majori- 
ty of his army : near the city of Craon, on the frontiers of Anjou, the prince oi Conti 
was defeated by the duke of Mercreur, a zealous Leaguer of the houfe of Lorraine : 
Epernai was, indeed, retaken by the royaliits, but the acquifition was attended with the 
death of the marefchal de Biron, whofe career of military glory was terminated by a can- 
non-ball. On the other hand, in Dauphine, Lefdiguieres, who had firmly attached him- 
felf to the fortunes of Henry, vanquifhed the duke of Savoy, and purfued him to the 
very gates of Turin; and the duke of Joyeufe, who commanded in Languedoc, ail 
army of feven thoufand men, in the fervice of the League, having laid fiege to Ville- 
mur, was repulfed by the royalifis, under Themines, and miferably perifhed, with 
three thoufand four hundred of his followers, in the waters of the Tarn. 

The Leaguers were induced by thefe difafters again to folicit the affiftance of Spaing 
and the prince of Parma once more received orders from Philip to march to their alii fi- 
ance. But the conftitution of that able commander was already fatally impaired by the 
fatigues of fourteen fucceffive campaigns: the wound which he had received during the 
laft had never properly healed ; and while he applied, with his wonted afliduitv, 
to haften the neceffary preparations for his expedition, his death deprived the Spanilh 
monarch of a fubjec~t, to whofe fagacity and penetration he was indebted for the recovery 
of great part of the Netherlands, and delivered the king of France from a rival whofe 
fplendid military talents had fo often baffled his bed; concerted enterprizes. On his de- 
ceafe, the government of the Low Countries was entrufted to count Peter Ernefl of 
Manfveldt, whofe fon Charles led a Spanifh army of feven thoufand veteran foldiers to 
the fupport of the League, and, after reducing Noyon, in conjunction with the duke of 
Mayenne, returned to Flanders. 

After the campaign was clofed, Henry repaired to Mante, where he had ample leifure 
to rtfl'cT; on his fituation: He found his kingdom convulfed by the jarring and ii recon- 
cilable intcrefts of contending factions : the princes and nobility of the different parties 
hated each other, and were only united by their common rage againft their fovereign : 
mutiny and difebedience pervaded the troops: his foreign allies were fpiritlefs and inac- 
tive; his friends indifFercnt or treacherous ; and his enemies invetcrntc in their refent- 
ment, and vigilant in their intrigues. For the application of a remedy to thefe nume- 
rous evils, the king had recourfe to his favourite, Rofny, afterwards better known by the 
title of duke of Sully, who, though a (launch Protcftant himi'elf, advifed his fovereign 
to conform to the eftablifhed faith of the realm, as his convcrfion appeared to him to be 
the only poffible means of calming the dreadful commotions that convulfed the ftate. 

Th« 
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The arguments employed by Sully, on this occafion, at once difplay the flrength of his 
mind, and the liberality of his principles * 9 . 

A. D. 1593.] While the king was employed in deliberating on the propofals of 
Sully, the ftates-general of the kingdom affembled at Paris. The project of affembling 
the Hates had been originally conceived by the prince of Parma, who intended they 
fhould meet at Rheims, where he might influence their decifions by the prefence of a 
powerful army, and, after compelling them to elect fuch a prince as might be mod: agreeable 
to the king of Spain, immediately proceed to the ceremony of the coronation. But this deep- 
laid plan being fruftratedby the death of the prince, the duke of Mayenne prevailed on 
the pope and the Spanifh plenipotentiaries to content that they fhould be affembled at the 
capital. As the avowed object of their meeting was the election of a fovereign, the 
Spaniards, finding the Leaguers averfe from the domination of a foreign prince, propofed 
that the cardinal of Bourbon fhould marry the infanta, (Philip's fecond daughter) and 
be declared king. This propofal experienced a very powerful oppofition, for there was 
fcarcely a fingle leader of the party, of any diflinction, but afpired to that honour himfelf. 
Hence arofe a thoufand intrigues, the object of which was the gratification of private 
ambition at the expence of the public welfare ; but the parliament, forefeeing the fatal 
confequences of fuch proceedings, iffued, on the twenty-eighth of June 30 , an edict to 
prevent the crown from being carried out of the royal-family. This wile determination 
to guard againft the infringement of a law fo fundamental as that which ft cured the here- 
ditary right of fucceffion, though cenfured by the few whofe interefted views it tended 
to thwart, was highly approved by all real friends to their country. 

This edict was foon followed by a propofal for a conference with the king, which, 
notwithstanding the oppofition it experienced from the dukes of Mayenne, Nemours, 
and Mercceur, was adopted by the ltates. A conference was accordingly holden at 
Surene, in the months of April and May, but the influence which had in vain been 
employed for the purpofe of preventing it, was now fuccefsfully exerted for rendering 
it ineffectual. Some other conferences were afterwards holden between the Catholic and 
Protefkant clergy, folely on religious matters, at which the king conflantly attended. 
But this did not prevent Henry from making preparations for opening the campaign by 
fome a&ion of importance. In the month of April he left Mante, and having paffed 
the river Eure at Serify, inverted the town of Dreux, which foon furrendered to his 
arms ; but the citadel was not taken without much labour and fome lofs. 

When there was every reafon to Relieve that Henry had made up his mind to a 
change of religion, the chiefs of the League, who were actuated by a reftlefs fpirit of 
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ambition, held a fecret aflembly, at which were prefent the minifters of the pope and the 
king of Spain, when the legate made them all fwear upon the crofs, the evangelifts, 
and even upon the hoft, to maintain the League, until a prince, approved by the king of 
Spain, fhould be placed on the throne of France; and never to acknowledge the king of 
Navarre for their fovereign, even though he fhould abjure the Proteftant faith. The 
oath, figned by the whole aflembly, was forwarded to the pope 31 . 

But the Leaguers had, by this time, loft much of their power, and the people waited 
with impatience for the king's abjuration of his errors: that long-expected ceremony 
was performed at Saint Denis, on the twentieth of July; Henry attended the celebration 
of mafs, read aloud his confeflion of the Catholic faith, and having declared his deter- 
mination conftantly to maintain and defend it, received abfolution from the archbifhop 
of Bourges 3 *. Sully was of opinion, that though motives of a political nature had firft 
influenced the adoption of this neceflary meafure, the converfion of Henry was finally 
the refult of conviction, and, confequently, fincere. 

Nothing' could m«re ftrongly difplay the factious fpirit of the Leaguers, than their 
refufal to fubmit to their fovereign, now that the caufe, on which they had openly 
founded their revolt, was removed. Clement the Eighth, who had lately fucceeded to 
the pontificate, favoured the views of the rebellious nobles, and refufed to admit the am- 
bafladors of Henry, or to relieve him from the fentence of excommunication which had 
been pronounced againft him. The duke of Mayenne and the Spanifh minifters con- 
tinued their intrigues. They reprefented the converfion of Henrv, to the people, 
merely as a political device to evade the election of a Catholic prince ; and they perfuad- 
cd a number of their adherents to fwear that they would not acknowledge Henry for 
their king, unlefs his converfioivwas ratified by the pope; while, at the fame time, they 
employed their influence to confirm the inflexible difpofition of the fovereign pontiff. 
Philip, the more firmly to attach the duke of Mayenne to his intereft, ordered his minif- 
ters to acquaint that powerful leader that he was determined to beftow the hand of his. 
daughter Ifabella on his fon. 

But while Philip and the chiefs of the League endeavoured to fortify themfelves 
againft the inocafing influence of the king of France, a.defign was formed againft the 
life of that prince by an obfeure enthufiaft, named Petef Ban iere 33 . This young man, 
who was a native of Orleans, had, for fome time, followed the occupation of a water- 
man on the river Loire, but had fincc ferved as a foldier in the army of the League. 
Having communicated his intentions to feveral of the moft bigoted ecclefiaftics, who. 
had efpoufed that party, their exhortations were employed to confirm his rcfolution : at 
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length, however, he revealed them to a Dominican friar at Lyons, who, Stricken with 
honor at the crime, contrived to tranfmit-to the king, with the picture ot the affinTin, 
an account of the atrocious deed that he meditated. From the refemblance of the 
portrait, Barriere was difcovered, and apprehended at Meulan ; though his firmnefs refilled 
all attempts to extort a c»nfeiTion of guilt by the means of the rack, yet, after his- 
condemnation, the perfuafions of his confefTors prevailed, and he made an ample ac- 
knowledgment. He was fentenced to lofe his right hand, to have his flefh torn with 
red-hot pincers, to be broken alive on the wheel, and then to be committed to the- 
flames. 

Had the refources of the League been equal to their enmity, Henry might Hill have: 
had reatbn to confuler them as formidable adversaries ; but aware of the diminution of 
their power, they Solicited and obtained a truce for three months, which was afterwards 
prolonged for a i.irther term of fix months, and the fweets of tranquillity, which the 
people had tatted during this interval rendered them Still more averfe from again plung- 
ing into the calamities of war. The hiftorians of the League dwell, with tedious prc- 
cifion, on the various Ikirmiihes, intrigues and cabals, that ftill continued to diitract the 
different provinces ; but a kingdom involved in anarchy prefents at belt but adifgufting 
fcene to the reader, and his patience fhould no longer be fatigued than neceSfity re- 
quires, by the relation of thofe leading events which tend to prefcrve the thread of 
hiftory, and to fhew the fatal effects of fuch confufion. Lefdiguieres again defeated the 
duke of Savoy, and alfo difperfed an army of three thoufand Spaniards on the frontiers; 
and checked in Provence the progrefs of the duke D'Epernon. But Languedoc alone, 
amidft the general distraction, was exempted from the miferies which had afflicted the 
reft of the kingdom ; and the prudence of the marefchal Montmorenci, which had fecur- 
ed the peace of that province, was rewarded by the king with the constable's fword. 

A. D. 1594.] Notwithstanding the active intrigues of the courts of Spain and 
Rome, the great majority of the people loudly expieffed their fat is fact ion at their So- 
vereign's converfion to the eftablifhed faith. Lewis de l'Hopital, marquis of Vitri* 
had, on the death of Henry the Third, withdrawn himfelf from the prefent king, and 
was entrufted by the League with the city of Meaux. He had frequently, but in vain, 
importuned the duke of Mayenne to conclude an accommodation that might terminate 
the calamities of his country ; but no fooner did Henry abjure the Proteitant religion, 
than he determined to follow the dictates of his confeience, and to return to his allegi- 
ance. He commanded the garrifon to evacuate the town, and, on delivering the keys to 
the magiftrates, he faid, " 1 fcorn to Steal" a place, or to make my fortune at the ex- 
" pence of another. I am going to pay my duty to the king, and I leave it in your 
" power to adt as you pleafe." The inhabitants exprefSed their approbation of this 
conduct by repeated acclamations, and the air refounded with " Long live Henry 
M the Fourth I" The generous flame of loyalty, being once kindled, fpread, with won- 
derful 
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derful rapidity to the moft diftant parts of the kingdom ; and the example of the citi- 
zens of Meaux was followed by thofe of Pontoife, Orleans, Bourges, and Lyons, which 
fliook off the yoke of the League, and acknowledged the authority of their lawful 
fovereign. 

Henry determined to embrace the moment of returning profperity to celebrate his co- 
ronation ; and as Rheims was ftill in the hands of the enemy, the church of the Virgin 
at Cliartres was fixed upon for that important ceremony. It was performed, on the 
twenty- feventh of February 3 *, by Nicholas de Thou, bifhop of Chartres, and was 
attended by the prince of Conti, and the dukes of Montpenfier, Luxembourg, Retz, 
and Ventadour. It was fcarcely accomplilhed, before a new event engroffed the atten- 
tion of Henry, and, while it diffipated the vifionary projects of his adverfaries, feemed 
firmly to fix the crown on his head. 

The duke of Mayennc, having recently feen the city of Laon open her gates to the 
royalifts, while the greater part of Picardy acknowledged the authority of the king; 
knowing, too, that the duke of Guife, with many of the chief officers of the League, 
were difpofed to liften to terms of accommodation, determined to comply with the fug- 
geftions of fuch of his friends as advifed him to fecure one whole province in his fa- 
vour, and there eredt a kind of independent principality. After depriving the count 
of Bel'm, whofe inclinations he believed to be fecretly favourable to the royal party, 
of the government of Paris, and appointing the count of Briffac, a zealous republican, to 
fucceed him, he fixed upon Burgundy as the place of his retreat, and the feat of his in- 
dependence. To that province he accordingly marched with his forces, after placing 
ftrong garnibns in Dourlens, La Fere, and Soiflons. 

But Briffac, finding the ftrcngth of Ills party nearly exhaufted, became anxious for 
his own intereft and fafety, and to fecure thefe he immediately entered into a nego- 
tiation with the king, and agreed on advantageous conditions to admit the royal forces into 
the city of Paris. While the Spaniards were amufed by the arts of Briffac, two of 
the gate^ were opened to the king's army, in the night of the twenty-firft of March, 
who inftantly took poffeffion of the fquares and principal ftreets. The next morning 
Henry himfulf entered his capital and was received by the Parifians with loud accla- 
mations. The troops maintained the moft exacSt difcipline, and, amidft the revolution, 
the city throughout bore the appearance of peace and fecurity. The Spaniards alone, 
about four thoufand in number, and commanded by the duke of Feria, ftill occupied 
the quarters of St. Anthony and St. Martin, with the Baftile and the Temple : thefe 
they diligently fortified, and declared their refolution of defending them, if attacked, to 



34 Mezerai, torn. ix. p. 436. 



the 



HENRY THE FOURTH. 



23 



the laft extremity ; but from this defperate defign they were deterred by Henry, who 
permitted them to march out with all the honours of war. 

The clemency difplayed by Henry, at this critical conjuncture, effectually fecured 
the affections of his fubjects. With a foul fuperior to refentment, he revolted at the 
idea of inflicting puniihment where he met with fubmiffion ; and lie received his molt 
inveterate foes with a degree of goodnefs and condefcenfion that for ever attached them 
to his intereft. Even the duchefs of Montpenfier, who had diftinguifhed hcrfelf by th« 
inoft indecent and public invectives, was admitted to his prefence, and, by his familiar 
converfation, he endeavoured to banifh that confufion which fhe could not entirely con- 
ceal ; Briffac was rewarded with a confiderablc fum of money, and the rank of marefchal 
of France ; L'Huillier, mayor of Paris, who had difplayed zeal equally fervent and 
more difintereited, was promoted to the office of prefident of the chamber of accompts ; 
while a general amnefty difpelled the fears, and reftored tranquillity to the anxious 
multitude. 

Villars, who had fo eminently diftinguifhed his fkill and courage, in the defence of 
Rouen, foon after opened the gates of that city, and proclaimed Henry the Fourth. His 
return to his allegiance was recompenfed with the dignity of admiral, and the govern- 
ment of the place he had furrendered. Cambray, which had been wrefted from the 
Spaniards by the duke of Anjou, and by that prince had been bequeathed to Catharine of 
Medicis, was ruled with independent authority by Balagny, a French officer, whom the 
queen-mother had entrulted with the defence of it. But the decline of the League, and 
the confequent augmentation of the royal power, convincing Balagny that he could no 
longer hope to preferve his independence, he confented to acknowledge the authority of 
Henry, on condition that, under him, he fhould be permitted to enjoy the fovcreignty, 
with the title of prince of Cambray. 

The duke of Mayenne, unable to maintain the unequal conteft, once more applied for 
affiftance to Spain ; and though Philip could no longer flatter himfelf with the hope of 
obtaining the crown of France, his implacable enmity to Henry encreafed in proportion 
to the injuries he had heaped on that prince ; and his dread left, when firmly eftabJifh- 
ed on the throne, he fhould revive the pretenfions of his houfe to the kingdom of Na- 
varre, determined him ftill to keep alive the flames of civil war. He accordingly de- 
tached Charles, count of Maniveldt, with an army of twelve thoufand men, to invade 
the province of Picardy ; and that nobleman having formed the fiege of la Capelle com- 
pelled the garrifon to furrender before Henry could march to its affiftance. But this, 
difafter was amply overbalanced by the returning loyalty of the duke of Guife, whofe 
mother had long been engaged in fettling the terms of his reconciliation with the king: 
every previous arrangement being at length completed, that prince furrendered the 
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towns of Vitri, Rocro'i and Rheims, and, repairing to Paris, was received with diflinc- 
tion by Henry, who immediately conferred on him the government of Provence 35 . 

Henry now, finding himfelf firmly feated on the throne, lent a favourable ear to the 
interefted fuggeftions of the duke of Bouillon, who urged him to an immediate declara- 
tion of war againft Spain. This advice correfponded but too well with the ju ft refentment 
which the king experienced at the repeated injuries and infults he had fuftained from 
the tyrant Philip, and which induced him, on this occafion, to reject the more pru- 
dent counfel of his favourite Sully, who reprefented the unfettled ftate of the kingdom as 
an invincible reafon for engaging in hoftilities, with a prince fo powerful as the king 
of Spain. But before he came to a final refolution, his enemies made a frefli attempt 
-upon his life. As the king, in the apartment of his fair miftrefs, at the Hotel 
D'Eftrees 3 *, (on the twenty fixth of December), was {looping to embrace Montigny, 
he received a ftroke from a knife, that cut his lip and broke one of his teeth : his friends 
were thrown into the utmoft confternation, fearing, from the quantity of blood which 
ifTued, that the wound was mortal; but Henry fpeedily difpelled their alarm, by his 
calmnefs and compofure. The aflaflin, who was immediately difcovered and feized, 
proved to be John Chatel, a fcholar in the college of the Jefuits, to. the influence of 
whofe doctines he afcribed the atrocious attempt. When Henry heard this, he re- 
marked, with great good-humour, that he had been often told the Jefuits did not like 
him; and he was now convinced of it. Chatel was configned to the fame punilhment 
which had been infiidted on Barriere. Father John Guignard, who was difcovered to 
be the author of feveral feditious writings, and particularly of one in which he main- 
tained the right of the fubjeel to take away the life of the prince, was alfo executed; 
and the whole order of Jefuits was commanded, under pain of death, to quit the terri- 
tories of France 31 . 

A. D. 1595.] This attempt confirmed the king in his refolution to proceed to an 
immediate declaration of war againft Spain, and with this view he entered into a treaty of 
all iaace with the revolted inhabitants of the Netherlands, who, by the treaty of Utrecht, 
had laid the foundation of a free republic, under the title of the United Pro- 
vinces. The fisrfl a&s of hoftilities were favourable to Henry ; the ganifon of Soiflbns, 
a city wholly devoted to the League, was defeated in the month of February, in the* 
plains of Villers-Coterets, by a party of the royalifls. The conftable Montmorenci 
traverfed Dauphine, the Lionnois and Breffe, with a fmall but well-difciplined force 
expelled^ the troops of the dukes of Savoy and Nemours, and reduced the towns of 
Vienne and Montluel. The duke of Bouillon, meanwhile, entered the duchy of Lux- 
is Memoires de Mjr, Liv. rii. 3* Memoires de Sully, liv. vii. note.-Mezera., torn. ix. P . 46* 
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embourg, and, with the afiiftance of count Philip of Naflau, defeated a flrong body of 
Spanifli horfe, under count Manfveldt. 

In Picardy, however, the arms of France were lefs fuccefsful. The count of Fuentes, 
who had been appointed by Philip governor of the Netherlands, penetrated into that 
province, and, through the mi-fundcrftanding which prevailed between the French ge- 
nerals, fpeedily reduced the towns of Catelet and Capelle. The governor of Ham, 
then in pofleffion of the Spaniards, had refolvcd to deliver up that city to Henry, but 
the garrifon oppofed the furrender, and an obftinate conflict took place between them 
and the French, under the duke of Longucvillc, which terminated, however, in favour 
of the latter, who put all the garrifon to the fword and fecured the town. The count 
of Fuentes, meanwhile, had formed the fiege of Dourleus, which the duke of Bouil- 
lon determined to relieve; but he unexpectedly fell in with the whole Spanifh army, 
about a league from the town, and was forced to engage on the mod: unequal terms, the 
enemy having three times as many troops as himfelf. The admiral Villars fignalized his 
courage, on this occafion, in a moft extraordinary manner; he attacked and cut in pieces 
a fquadron of fix hundred horfe, and had he been ably feconded by Bouillon, if lie had 
not obtained a victory, he might, at leaft, have fecured a retreat ; but that general fled at 
the firft onfet, leaving the gallant Villars expofed to the undivided attacks of the enemy, 
who now poured down upon him in fuch numbers, that his whole troop was over- 
powered, taken or killed, and himfelf, after being thrown to the ground and difarmed, 
mafTacred in cold blood. The lofs of this brave officer was deeply lamented as well by 
the king, as by the whole kingdom ; and the Spaniards, intoxicated with fuccefs, 
though unattended by glory, renewed their attacks upon Dourlens, and rejecting the 
offers of the inhabitants to furrender, took the city by fiorm, and put everv foul it 
contained to the fword. Three thoufand men are faid to have periftied on this occa- 
fion *\ 

The king, meanwhile, had entered Burgundy to reinforce the marefchal de Biron, 
who was engaged in the fiege of the caftie of Dijon ; but on his arrival at that place he 
received intelligence that the Spaniards, commanded by the conflable Velafco, joined by 
the duke of Mayenne, had pafled the Saone and were advancing toward the capital of 
Burgundy, in their way to Flanders. Aware that his utmofl exertions would prove in- 
adequate to the reduction of the caflle of Dijon, before the arrival of the enemy, he re- 
folved, if poflible, to obftruct their march ; having ordered the remainder of his troops 
to join him at Lux, and La Fontaine-Francoife, on the frontiers of Burgundy and 
Franche-Comte, he advanced with a body of three hundred horfe, and paffing the river 
Vigenne, near Saint-Seine, he diipatched the marquis de Mirabeau with fixty arquebu- 
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fiers, to reconnoitre the Spanifli army. This officer being attacked by the enemy's ad- 
vanced guard, Biron was fent to his affiftance, and though the Spaniards had fix hun- 
dred horfe, whereas the French had but two, the conflict was fuftained with much 
fpirit and vigour for fome time : but fuperiority of numbers at length prevailing, the 
latter were compelled to fly, and fuch was the terror into which they were thrown, 
that it communicated to a body of a hundred horfe fent by the king to fupport them. 
Henry now perceiving that every thing depended on his own perfonal exertions, advanc- 
ed towards the fugitives, without giving himfelf time to put on his helmet, and hav- 
ing, with great difficulty, fucceeded in his attempts to rally them, he divided his fqua- 
dron, which confifted of three hundred men, into two parts, one of which lie headed 
himfelf, and the other he entrufted to La Tremouille. Refolved to fet his men an 
example of intrepidity, he threw himfelf bare-headed into the midft of the enemy, 
now encreafed to eight hundred, and by his courageous efforts, compelled them, in a 
fhort time, to give way : and De Biron arriving with a reinforcement of one hundred 
and twenty horfe, they were completely routed, and fell back with precipitation, on 
the main body of the duke of Mayenne's army. But the king's ardour had prevented 
him from obferving that a wood, which lay on either fide of him, was lined with Spa- 
nifh troops ; the confequence of this was a renewal of the attack, which gave the duke 
of Mayenne time to advance, and expofed Henry to the mod imminent danger ; all that 
man could do he did j he difpofed his fmall corps to the beft advantage, and, by per- 
forming prodigies of valour himfelf, animated his men to uncommon exertions of cou- 
rage : the enemy were loft in amazement at this unufual fight ; and the king judicioufly 
profited by a moment of inactivity to effect a fafe and glorious retreat. 

The king being joined by the remainder of his horfe, which increafed his paitv to 
eight hundred men, continued to harafs the Spaniards on their march, who haftened t© 
repafs the Saone, over a bridge they had erected near the town of Gray. Burgundy, 
by this means was left wholly at Henry's difcretion, aud in the courfe of a few days he 
reduced the whole province to fubmiffion, with the fingle exception of Seure (now Belle- 
garde), a fmall town on the Saone : he likewife feized feveral places in Franche-Comte, 
but tflcfe he was induced to relinquifh, at the felicitation of the Swifs 3 '. 

The fuccefs which had attended the count of Fuentes in Picardy, only ferved 
to inftigate him to the acquifition of farther glory. He uow determined to fignali/e 
his arms by the fiege of Cambray, in ftrengthening the fortifications of which city 
Balagny had fpared neither pains nor expence. The garrifon amounted to three 
thoufand foot and fix hundred horfe, and the town was amply fupplied with provifions 
aud military ftores : the principal officers of Fuentes reprefentcd to him the danger of 
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wafting his forces in fo arduous an enterprize, hut he refufed to liften to their remon- 
ftances, and began his operations without delay. They were carried on with a degree 
of (kill and vigour, which even vanquifhed the refiftance of de Vic, whom Henry had 
fent with a reinforcement to the afliftance of the befieged. The inhabitants, difgufted 
with the extortion and infolence of Balagny, co-operated with the arms of the Spa- 
niards, and opened their gates to the aflailants ; the garrifon retired into the caftle, but 
being foon compelled to furrender, from the want of provifions, Camhray was again re- 
iforcd to the dominions of Spain. About this time the fovercign pontiff, finding all 
his efforts for injuring Henry in the opinion of his fubjedts ineftedt.ua!, and feeing 
him firmly eftabliflied on his throne, abfolved hint in form from the cenfures which had 
been pronounced againft him by his predeceflbrs. 

A. D. 1596-] The duke of Mayenne had long been difgufted with the Spaniards, 
and his inclinations had led him to court a reconciliation with his foveregin, but a fe- 
cret vow not to acknowledge Henry till abfolved by the pope from the cenfures of the 
church had hitherto reftrained him from complying with the dictates of loyalty. That 
obftacle being now removed, the accommodation, equally wiftied for by both parties, 
was fpeedily effected ; the terms granted to the duke, though not fo advantageous as thofe 
which he had formerly rejected, were ftill highly favourable. By an edicSt granted at 
Folembray, in the month of January, the king formally reftorcd him to all the pof- 
feflions of his houfe ; promifed to pay attention to the demands of the dukes of Mercceur 
and Aumale ; rcfigned to him, as cautionary towns, Chalons upon Saone, Seure, and 
Soiftbns, with the government of Chalons for himfelf, and that of Burgundy for his 
eldeft fon ; and undertook to pay all the debts which he and his friends had contract- 
ed, both as individuals and as chiefs of the party *°. Tliefe conditions being fettled, the 
duke repaired to Monceaux, where he experienced a moft gracious reception from the 
king, to whom he vowed a fidelity which he ever after inviolably preferved. 

The duke of Guife difplayed by his atchievements in Provence the fincerity of his fub- 
miflion ; he furprized Marfeilles ; reftrained the incurilons of the duke D'Epernon, and 
reduced that haughty chieftain to implore the clemency of his fovereign. Henrv himfelf, 
after his return from Franche-Compte, had entered Picardy and inverted La Fere; the 
ftrength of the fortifications, and the number of the garrifon, had determined him to relin- 
quifh his hopes of reducing it by aftault, and to'depend on the more flow but certain ef- 
fects of famine. The Spaniards, commanded by the archduke Albert, who had fucceeded 
the count of Fuentes in the government of the Low Countries, abandoned the imprac- 
ticable defign of preferving La Fere, and formed the refolution of befieging fome other 
frontier town which might compenfate for the lofs ot that place. Rone, a native of 
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France, and a zealous officer of the League, whofe folicitations for the rank of maref- 
chal had been rejected by Henry, reprefented the 'defencelefs ftate of Calais, and urged 
the archduke to attempt its reduction. Albert doled with the propofal, and entrufted 
the conduct of the enterprize to' Rone himfclf, whofe bold and active genius, joined to 
his military {kill, eminently qualified him for the undertaking. 

In order to deceive Henry, the archduke ftill affected to project: the relief of La Fe're, 
and began his march towards that place, while de Rone fuddenly turned to Calais with 
a felcct body of troops, and poffeffed himfclf, after a faint refinance, of the two forts 
which commanded the entrance of the town and harbour. He was quickly followed by 
Albert and his whole army ; the fuperior numbers of the Spaniards foo'n penetrated into 
the fuburbs, and fecuied the town, and the caftle alone continued to refill their arms. 
To reinforce the garrifon of that fortrefs, Matelet, governor of Foix 4 ', had opened a 
paffage for himfelf and three hundred companions through the enemy's lines. But even 
this additional force proved infufficient to withftand the vigorous attacks of the Spa- 
niards ; and Henry had the mortification to behold the colours of Spain flying on the 
citadel of Calais, at the moment that he had advanced from La Fere at the head of his. 
cavalry to the fupport of the befieged. 

The king immediately returned to prefs the ficge of La Fere, while the archduke, 
after repairing the fortifications of Calais, and leav ing a fufficient garrifon to defend 
them, led his troops again ft the town of Ardres. From the ftrcngth of that place, 
there were reafon able grounds for fuppofing that it would refift the arms of the Spaniards 
till La Fere had furrendered ; and the vigorous fallies inade by the garrifon at firft Itemed 
t6 juftify this fuppofition. But no fooner had the troops of Spain poffefll-d thcmlelvcs 
of the fuburbs, than the count of Belin, who commanded in Ardres, bafcly yielding to 
his fears, piopofed to his officers to capitulate. Though the propofal was rejected with 
dildain by a majority of the council of war, to which it was referred, yet the count, 
availing himfelf of his fuperior authority, offered to open the gates, on condition that 
the garrifon fhould march out with the honours of war: the offer was readily accepted 
by Albert, and the capitulation was figned the day preceding that on which the town of 
La Fere, after a fiege of fix months, furrendered to the arms of Henry. 

Anxious to repair the difgrace he had fuflained by the lofs of Calais and Ardres, Henry, 
having ftrengthened his army by confiderable reinforcements, advanced with the view uf 
bringing Albert to action. But that prudent general, having accomplifhed his obj< t, 
and fecuiaed, by ftrong garrifons, the towns he had reduced, retired from the territ l ies 
of France into the province of Artois; and the king, after taking the caftle of Imber- 
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court by affault, and making an ineffectual attempt on Arras 4l , returned to his capi • 
tal, and left marcfchal Biron, with a body of fix thoufand troops, to guard the frontiers 
of Picardy. 

That enterprifing officer did not long confine his operations to the cautious fyftem 
which had been prefcribed to him. He made incurfions into the province of Artois, re- 
taliated on that country the injuries of Fiance, and extended his depredations along 
the fouthern frontier of the Netherlands. The archduke had no fooner reduced the 
town of Hulft, in the fiege whereof he had been for fome time engaged, than he detach- 
ed the marquis of Varambon, with a confiderable body of forces, to check the deftruc- 
tive progrefs of the French. Biron, apprized of his motions, advanced with rapidity to 
meet the marquis: by the fuperiority of his military fkill, he completely vanquifhed his 
antagonifi; the Spaniards, deluded into an ambulcade, were routed with confiderable 
flaughter, and Varambon himfelf was taken prifoner. The duke of Arlchot, who was 
appointed to fucceed him, and to reftore the honour of the Spanifh arms, though he 
avoided the fate of his prerleceffor, was reduced to remain a fpecfator of the deftruction of 
the country, which Biron's cavalry fiill continued to infult and ravage, till the approach . 
ot waiter compelled them to retire. 

The fatisfadrion which Henry derived from the fuccefs of his generals, was allayed by 
the factious and afpiring fpirit of his nobles. The duke of Montpenfier, from his 
known facility of difpohtion, was confidercd by the nobility of France as a proper re- 
prefentative to carry their injurious propofals to the throne. The duke, in an audience 
he fought and obtained from Henry, expatiated with much energy on the dangerous 
ftate of the kingdom, and the difficulties that ftill obflrucled the re-eltablifhment of the 
public tranquillity ; the only meafure, he faid, for completing this definable purpofe, 
was to refign to the different governors the hereditary light to the provinces over which 
they prefided, and only to cxadt from them homage and allegiance. The zeal and grati- 
tude of theie dependent princes would, he infilled, for ever attach them to his fervice, 
and the troops they would conftantly maintain for his fupport would enable him to tri- 
umph over his foreign enemies. The king remained fome moments in filent indigna- 
tion ; but no fooner had the emotions of anger and aftonifhment fubfided, than he declared 
his refolution rather to fubmit to the molt adverfe fortune, than confent to a propofal 

4* Such was the fhameful profligacy of thofe minifters to whom Henry had entrusted the management of the 
revenue, that he was frequently reduced to the greatefl diftrefs. Juft before his attempt 011 Arr.v-, he wrote the 
following note to, his favourite Sully — " I am very near the enemy, and have fcarcely a horfe to carry me into bat- 
• ( tie, nor a complete fuit of armour to put on ; my lhirts are all ragged, my doublets out at the elbows, my kettle 
" is feldom on the fire; and thefe two lait days I have been obliged to fhift for a dinner, my purveyors having iu- 
u formed me that the/ have no longer wherewithal to fupply my table." Yet his minifters, at the fame time, en- 
joyed all the luxuries which the age could afford. Memoires de Sully, liv. viii. 
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that would fix only an empty fceptie in his hand, and reduce him to the fhadow of roy- 
alty. His remonftrances awakened the duke of Montpenfier to a juft fenfe of his teme- 
rity ; he implored the forgivenefs of his fovereign, and, by his future fidelity, difcon- 
certed the defigns of thofe who had allured him to act a part fo unworthy a prince of 
the blood 43 . 

The king having convened an afTembly of the notables, they accordingly met, at the 
abbey of Saint Ouen, at Rouen, on the fourth of November'; when Henry addrefTed them 
in a fpeech, as remarkable for its franknefs and prudence, as for the becoming dignity 
with which it was uttered. He told them, that he meant to leave them at full liberty 
to propofe, without fear, whatever tbey might think conducive to the public good ; that 
he would not attempt to impofe anv reflricYions on their proceedings, though, he trufted, 
they would not make an ill ufe of this freedom by any effort to diminilh the fovereign 
authority, in which confided the principal ftrength of the kingdom: he exhorted them 
to act with firmnefs and unanimity, to afford relief to the people, to enable the treafury 
to difcharge the debts of the laft reign ; to difplay their juftice in the reduction of exor- 
bitant falaries, without feeking to diminilh fuch as were necefTary ; and to provide, for 
the future, a fund, exempt from all incumbrances, fufneient for the fupport of the army. 
He obferved, that fo the meafures propofed appeared to be dictated by juftice and public 
fpirit, he fhould be as willing to fanction and confirm them as if they had been of his 
own contrivance; that they fhould not find him pleading his age, his experience, or 
perfonal qualities, as exemptions from any juft regulations, though piinces too often 
preferred pleas that were much lefs defensible ; but that he would fhew, by his example, 
that it was lio lefs the duty of kings to enforce edicts, than of fubjects to obey them. 

« If" — faid Henry — " I were defirous to pafs for a fkllful orator, I fhould have in- 
M troduced into my fpeech more fine words than good will j but my ambition aims at 
" fomething higher than the art of fpeaking well; I afprre to the glorious title of 
" Deliverer and Reftorer of France ; I have not called you together, as my predecefTors 
" have done, to oblige you to fliew an implicit fubmiffion to my will and pleafure ; I 
" have affombled you for the purpofe of receiving your advice, and with the intention to 
" purfue it ; in fliort, to put myfelf into your hands as my guardians* 1 ." 

The meafures adopted by this afTembly, for rendering the revenue equal to the expen- 
diture, were luch as betrayed their ignorance and preemption. They greatly exaggera- 
ted the actual receipts, and, after impofing a tax of five per cent, on all objects of mer- 
chandize and provifions, (corn alone excepted) the produce of which they confiderably 
•ver-rated, they cflablifhtd anew council, under the fingular denomination of 7'bl Council 

4i Sully. ' 44 Perefixe, part ii.— Sully, liv. viii. Note. 
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ef Reafon,tfae members whereof were chofen by themfelves. They decreed that one half 
of the revenue ftiould be retained by this council, for the difcharge of arrears, penfions, 
falaries, and other public debts and engagements* and for erecting and repairing forti- 
fications, roads, and al! public works. A fimilar council to this, though with power lefs 
extenfive, fubfifled at this very time, and had proved its total incompetency to the effect- 
ing any of thofe purpofes for which it was originally inflituted ; this example, however, 
had no effect on the affembly, who perfifted in urging the adoption of their own plan ; 
but a few months fufficed to fliew their ignorance ; for the members of the council, 
finding themfelves wholly inadequate to the talk they had been chofen to perform, 
prtffcd the king to accept their refignation with greater earneflnefs than they had at firft 
folicited their appointments; and things returning into their old channel, the king ap- 
pointed Sullv to fuperintend the finances, in the difcharge of which arduous office that 
able miniJler difplayed a degree of {kill, perfevefance, and integrky, that has feldom been 
equalled, and never exceeded. 

A. D. 1597 ] Joyeufe, who had quitted the habit of a monk to refume that of a 
foldier, now forfook the falling fortunes of the League, and opened the gates of Thou- 
loufe to the royalifts. The duke of Nemours had alfo determined to return to his alle- 
giance, when death interrupted his negociations ; his brother, however, concluded the 
treaty which he had begun, and reconciled himfelf to the crown ; but while the autho- 
rity of the king thus daily appeared to acquire additional firength, an event occurred 
which damped the ardour of his newly-acquired friends, and revived the hopes of his 
enemies. 

Amiens had lately fubmitted to the king of France, and the citizens, together with a 
confirmation of their ancient privileges, had obtained an exemption from the admiffion of 
agarrifonof regular troops. But though fifteen thoufand of the inhabitants were en- 
rolled for the purpofe of defending the city, yet fo negligent were they in the difcharge 
of this important duty, that the walls were left almoft unprotected, and the gates almoft 
wholly unguarded. Their negligence had not efcaped the knowledge of Porto-Carero^ 
governor of Dourlens, a brave and enterprifing officer, who, encouraged by the vicinity 
of his fituation, formed a plan for taking Amiens by furprize. He marched from Dour- 
lens with three thoufand men, and, concealed by the darknefs of the night, reached, at 
dawn of day, on the eleventh of March, a hermitage about a quarter of a mile from the 
capital of Picardy. Thirty of his foldiers, difguifed as peafants carrying goods to mar- 
ket, with arms beneath their frocks, were fent forward as foon as the gates of the city 
were opened, and having purpofely overturned a cart, loaded with filberts, on the draw- 
bridge, contrived to amufe the guards, till their comrades arrived to their afliftance, when 
they maffacred the afloniflied centinels, and, after a flight refiftance, made themfelves. 
mailers of the town 4 *. , 



*5 Matthieu, torn. ii. liv. 2. p. 131. 
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The lofs of a city fo important, as well from its ftrength as from its vicinity to Paris, 
threw Henry into the utmoft confternation. Calais, one of his principal fea-ports, was 
already in poflbffion of the enemy, and Philip, by hisprefent conqueft, was enabled to 
extend his depredations to the very gates of the metropolis. The only confolation which 
Henry received under this misfortune, was from the zeal and fidelity of Sully, who, by 
exertions of vigour and pcrfeverance adapted to the emergency of the cafe, enabled 'him 
to take the field with expedition, and to purfue the molt effectual meafures for the reco-' 
very of the town he had loft*. The marefchal Biron was firft fent, with a detachment of 
four thoufand men, to reftrain the excurfions of the garrifon, and keep tire enemy in 
awe 4 *; and the kinghimfelf, when a fufficient force was colled for forming theficge, 
repaired to the camp in perfon, about the beginning of May, attended by his 
whole court. • 

During the fiege many of the Proteftant nobility, deeming the opportunity favourable 
for fecuring any terms they might chufe to impofe on their fovereign, entered into a 
confpiracy, at the iniligation and under the direction of La Tremouille, the object of 
which was to enforce a compliance with their propofals, and, in cafe of refiftance, to 
turn their arms againll the king. But timely precautions being taken, the plan fell to 
the ground 47 . The zeal of the duke of Mayenne, on the contrary, was eminently dil- 
played in fecondingthe efforts of a monarch whom he had fo long oppofed; and Henry, 
having received a reinforcement of four thoufand Englifh troops, was enabled to pufli 
the fiege with vigour The garrifon, however, defended the place with uncommon per- 
feverance, nor was their confidence diminifhed by the death of their leader, who tell in a 
defperatc fally, the defence being conducted with the fame fkill and fpirit by his fuccef- 
for, the marquis of Montenegro. 

Philip, alarmed at the progrefs of the befiegers, at length ordered the archduke to 
march to the relief of Amiens, with an army of twenty-five thoufand men : on the 
fifteenth of September, the Spaniards appeared in fight of the French camp; when the 
marefchal de Biron, tranfported by his ufual ardour, and regardlcfs of the Superiority of 
the enemy's numbers, advifed the king to accept their offer of battle ; but this advice 
was fuccefsfully oppofed by the more prudent rcmonftrances of the duke of Mayenne, 
who reminded Henry, that he came not there to fight,- but to take Amiens, The French 
accordingly kept within their intrenchments, and the archduke, having in vain en- 
deavoured to provoke them to battle, retired to Arras, leaving Amiens to its fate, which 
Surrendered to the king, about the end of September. 

After the reduclion of Amiens, Henry extended his incurfions into the province of 
♦ 5 Mczerai, torn. x. p. 47. 17 Memoiies de Sully, liv. ix. 
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Artois, and then turned his arms agninrt Dourlens, which he inverted on the ninth of 
October. But that city having been provided with every tiling neceflary to its defence, the 
French troops, who were already exhaufted by the fatigues they had furtained at Amiens, 
could make no impreflion on the place : the works were retarded by a feries of unfavour- 
able weather; and the roads, naturally heavy, were, by inceflant rains, rendered wholly 
impartiable to the artillery; fo that the king, convinced of his error, abandoned the hope- 
Itfs enterprize, and after difbanding the greater part of his forces, and leaving his cavalry 
for the defence of the frontier, returned to Paris. 

A. D. 1598.] Brittany was almort the only part of France, in which a fpirit of fe- 
dition was ftill encouraged. The duke of Mcrcceur, by whofe counfels and direction 
the discontented party were entirely influenced, had openly profefled a refpect for the 
throne, while all his efforts were exerted for the fupport of rebellion. The king, how- 
ever, had not been deceived by his profeffions, though his attention had hitherto been 
forcibly diretfed to other quarters; but he was no fooner releafed from the dread of an 
invafion by the retreat of the Spaniards, than he determined to punifh this haughty fub- 
ject. Having affembled his forces early in the fpring, he advanced as far as Angers, 
where he was met by the duchefs of Mcrcceur, who, having found means to intereft in 
the favour of her hufband the fair Gabrielle D'Eftrees, foon appeafed the king's indigna- 
tion, and procured a pardon for her hufband. The duchefs offered to beftow the hand of 
her daughter, the heirefs of her father's extenfive poffeflions, on Casfar, the fon of Ga- 
brielle by Henry ; and the nuptials were accordingly celebrated, with princely magni- 
ficence^ at Angers, though the bride was but fix, and the bridegroom only four 
years old * 8 . 

The Hugonots, difgufted with Henry on account of his converfion to the eftablifhed 
faith, ftill continued their factious cabals, and endeavoured to excite a revolt in the king- 
dom. On the arrival of the Englifti and Dutch ambafladors at Nantes, whither Henry 
had repaired after he had left Angers, they paid their court to them with uncealmg per- 
feverance ; and as they knew that the principal objedt of their miffion was to prevent the 
conclufion of a peace with Spain, they flattered thenfelves they lhould have little difficul- 
ty in perfuading them to enter into their views. The ambafladors, however, paid no atten- 
tion to their remonftrances, but confined themfelves merely to the point they were or- 
dered to enforce. The Englifti ambaflador, who was fon to Secretary Cecil, offered, in 
the name of his mirtrefs, to fend to Henry's afliftance a body of fix thoufand foot, and 
five hundred horfe, to be maintained at her own expence ; and count Naflau, the Dutch 
envoy, offered, in the name of the ftate, four thoufand foot and a large train of artillery, 
.hefides a farther fupply in cafe Henry would make an effort to recover the cities of Ca- 

«' Perefix* 

Vol. IV. E ] bis 



g4 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [ I 59^« 

lais and Ardres. The two ambafladors were inftrudled, if Henry fhould be difpofed to 
clofe with their propofals, immediately to conclude a treaty, offenfive and defenfive, be- 
tween France, England, and the Low Countries, againft Spain, and to ftipulate that nei- 
ther of the three powers fhould liften to any propofals, either for a truce or peace with 
the common enemy, without the exprefs confent of the other two. 

But though thefe propofals were highly gratifying to the martial fpirit of the king,, 
and held out to him the pleafing profpecl: of inflicting a juft punifhment on his greateft 
enemy, he fortunately did not fuffer fuch confiderations to ftand in competition with the 
welfare of the ftate, and the happinefs of his fubjedts. He told the ambafladors, that 
though he could not accept the offers of their fovereigns, he retained a proper fenfe of 
their kindnefs, and would, in no inftance, deviate from that friend/hip which had fo long 
fubfifted between them and himfelf : that though the fituation of his affairs were fuch. 
as to render necefTary the conclufion of a peace with Spain, nothing fhould prevent him 
from maintaining the fame intercourfe with them as before, nor from fupplying them 
with money, whenever they might have occafion for it, provided the funis he advanced 
might be confidered as payments of debts, that the Spaniards might thence derive no 
poffible pretext for a renewal of hoftilities. 

He afterwards explained to them, with the utmoft candour, the motives which fuper- 
induced his determination to put an end to the war. His kingdom, he obferved, was 
not, like England and Holland, fecured by nature from hoftile attacks, but was, on the 
contrary, open on all fides to the enemy ; his caftles were unfortified, and deftl* iXe of 
ammunition; his marine was weak ; his provinces were laid wafte, and many of them, 
almoft depopulated. He then expatiated on the numerous diforders and abufes which,, 
amidft the Confufion of foreign wars and domeftic commotions, had crept into the go- 
vernment, favouring that licentioufhefs which is deftrudtive of all fubordi nation ; his* 
power, he reprefentcd, as weak and unliable ; and the royal authority, as well as the mofb 
facred laws of the ftate were, he faid, alike difregarded. The inference he drew from 
thefjp obfervations, was the neceffity of an immediate peace, which alone, he maintained,- 
could avert the ruin of the ftate. Henry did not forget to ftrengthen his remarks by a 
eompanfon between his own fituation and that of England and Holland, who could en- 
gage in a war, in which their fafety was involved, without being expofed to thofe dan- 
gers which France muft inevitably incur; and he reafoned on this psint with fo much, 
clearnefs and precifion, and difplayed fo intimate a knowledge of the ftate of thofc 
countries, that the ambafladors thcmfelves, while they admired the depth of his pene- 
tration, and the ftj^ngth of his judgment, could not but acknowledge the force of hia 
arguments 4 % 

*• Memoirex Je S»lly», liv. i* 
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The Proteftants, difcouraged by the conduct of the ambafladors, on whofe protection 
and 'lit-erference- they had placed the firmeft reliance, now gave up all idea of hoftile 
meafures, and only* thought of procuring reafonable conditions for themfelves. Fortu- 
nately for them they had to deal with a prince who never forgot an obligation, and in 
whofe mind the dictates of reafon, almoft invariably, rofe fuperior to the fuggeftions of 
refentinent. After much deliberation, an edidt, known in hiftory by the appellation of 
the edict of Nantes, was drawn up, and figned on the thirteenth of April, by which the 
rights of the Catholics and Proteftants were clearly afcertained and eftablifhed on a 
folid bafis. By this edict, the privileges granted by all former edicts to the Calvinifts 
were confirmed; and they were admitted to a free exercife of their religion, (except in 
fome particular towns, with regard to which Henry had excluded himfelf from allowing 
that privilege, by private treaties with the different chiefs of the League) and to the 
enjoyment qf places of truft, as well in the courts of juftice, as under government. 

After pamng fome time in Brittany, during which he effectually conciliated the af- 
fections or the inhabitants by his mildnefs, candour, affability and condefcenfion, Henry 
returned through Touraine to his capital, and in every town through which he paffed 
he received the moft unequivocal demonftrations of loyalty and attachment from alL 
claffes of people 50 . From Paris he haftened to Amiens, for the convenience of corre- 
fponding with his plenipotentiaries, who had opened a negociation with the Spaniards at 
Vervins, a town in Picardy. By the treaty of peace, which was fign^d on the fecond of 
May, 1598, Henry confented to relinquifh his claims on the city of Cambray, in return- 
for which the king of Spain agreed to reftoie Calais, Ardres, Dourlens, and all the 
towns in France, which he had acquired at the expence of fo much blood and treafure 5 *. 

By the peace of Vervins tranquillity was reftored to the kingdom, and Henry had 
leifure to attend to a fubject which was ever neareft to his heart, the relief and happinefs 
of his fubjects. Under the vigorous and upright adminiftration of Sully, who, though 
oftenfibly acting but as fuperintendant of the finances, officiated, nevertheleis, as prime 
minifter, the dreadful abufes which prevailed in the collection and distribution of the 
revenue, were effectually remedied. Some idea of the extent of thefe abufes may be 
formed, when we confider that the king's revenue only amounted to thirty million of 

5° The magiftrates of the different towns deputed one of their body to harangue their fovereign ; and many of 
the orators, imagining, probably, that the ftrength of their loyalty would be meafured by the length of their fpeech- 
es, fpoke fa long that Henry's patience was quite exhaufted. One of them, in the courfe of his fpeech, incefiantiy 
made ufe of the expreffions — " O moft benign ! O moft great! O moft merciful king !" — on which Henry inter- 
rupted him, faying — " Pray don't forget to add, O moft weary !" Another having begun his, thus, " Sire, Agefihus, 
" king of LaceJemon" — the king could not forbear exclaiming — u Ventre Saint Oris! Agefilaus, king of Laccde- 
" mon, had dined before he liftened to long fpeeches, and fo will I." Journal de L'Etoile — Me'itmres de Sully, caV. 

5' Sully, liv. ix. — Mezerai, torn. x. p. 7_j. 

« E 2 lim-s. 



36 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [ r 599 4 

livres, whereas taxes were levied on the people to the amount of one hundred and fifty 
million **. 

But that happinefs which Henry was anxious to impart to others, was too frequently 
a Granger to his own hofom. Previous to the mafiacre of Saint Bartholomew, Charles- 
the Ninth had, from political motives, bellowed on this prince the hand of his daughter 
Margaret, a princefs of great petfonal beauty, but fo ftrongly addicted to amorous grati- 
fications, that, at the earlv age of twelve, (he is laid to have facriheed her honour to her 
paflions. Marriages, in which inclination are. rendered fubfervient to policy, are feldom 
productive of felicity or comfort; Margaret, whofe time was almolt. equally divided 
between religious duties and fenfual enjoyments, though an object of admiration to a 
gay and gallant court, could make no impreffion on the heart of her hufband, on whom, 
indeed, (he had bellowed her hand with extreme reluctance. Yet was that heart mofir 
feelingly alive to the tender paflions: the promilcuous amours of his youth Henry had 
long fnrfaken for the commanding charms of the fair Gabrielle, to whom he paid an 
undivided homage, and on whom he had fucceffivcly bellowed the titles of march ioriefs of 
Monceaux, and duchefs of Beaufort. Two fons and a daughter were the fruit of 
their illicit commerce; and Henry, defirous of fecuring to his offspring the peaceable 
fucceffion of the crown, had even entertained thoughts of procuring from the pope the 
legitimization of his natural children, and of dividing his throne with the miflrefs of 
his affections. 

A. D. 1599.] Margaret, who had, for feveral years, refided at the callle of UlTon,. 
in Auvergne, had already confented to the diffolution of a marriage, the effect of con- 
flraint ; and the Roman Pontiff readily liftened to a meafure calculated to promote the • 
f uture tranquillity of France ; yet both Margaret and Clement expreffed the mofl point- 
ed difapprobation, when informed that Henry intended to raife the duchefs of Beaufort 
to that dignity, which her rival was called on to refign. The paflion of the king, 
would, probably, have triumphed over all oppofition, and have placed the crown on the 
hea^ofhis miftrefs, had not his fame been preferved from this degrading inftance of 
weaknefs, by an event as decifive, as it was unexpected. Henry went to celebrate the 
feftival of Eafier at his palace of Fontainehlcau, and, at the inlligation of his confef- 
for he ordered the duchefs of Beaufort to leave him for a few days, and to pafs the ho- 
lidays at Paris. The duchef3 received this command with tears ; and though their fe- 
paration was only meant to be fhort, it was with difficulty they could prevail on them- 
fclves to fubmit to it. To the friendly care of Sebaltian Zamet, a native of Lucca, who 
had been naturalized and refided at Paris, a man of immenfc fortune and mod pleafant 
manners, to whofe houfe he frequently repaired to partake of the convivial enjoyments. 

S* Memoires de Sully, liv. x. 53 Mezerai. 
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of the table, Henry recommended Ills beautiful miflrefs. Zamet received his gueft 
with all the affiduity of a courtier folicitous to pleafe, and neglected nothing which he 
thought might contribute to render the abfence of her lover lefs irkfome. On Maundy 
Thutfilay, the duchefs, after partaking of a dinner compofed of all the delicacies in feafon, 
in the 'preparation whereof her taffe had been peculiarly confulted, exprefled an incli- 
nation to hear the evening-fervice at the church of Saint Anthony, where fhe was 
feized with fainting-fits, that rendered it necefTary to carry her back immediately to 
Zamet's. As foon as flie arrived, file went into the garden, and was feized with an 
apoplexy, which nearly deprived her of life. When fomewhat recovered, being ftrdng- 
ly prepoffeffed with the idea that fhe had been poifoned, fhe infilled on being convey- 
ed to the houfe of her aunt in the cloifters of Saint-Germain ; but fhe was no loon- 
er put to bed than the moft violent convulfions came on, which dillorted her features in 
a manner too fhocking for defcription ; and, after fullering the moll excruciating pains, 
flie expired, on the Sunday morning, in the bloom of youth and beauty. Henry, on 
receiving the- news of her death, abandoned himfelf to all the transports of lorrow ; 
and, indeed, the excellence of her character 54 feemed to jullify the excels of his grief. But 
the lenient hand of time, and the eager remonilrances of his friend and favourite 
Sullv, at length aroufed him from his lethargy, and recalled him to the duties of his 
ftation.. 

During thefe tranfadlions, the regiftration of the edict of Nantes, by the parliament of 
Paris, had fufRred great difficulties ; the Catholic clergy maintained that the privileges it 
infured to the Calvinifts, would give them a decided fuperiority over the members of 
the eilablifhcd church, and even render them independent on the king. By Henry's 
orders the edict was fubmitted to a frefh invelligation ; fuch of the obfervations of the 
clergy as appeared to be» founded in leafon were duly attended to ; and, after the matter 
had been difcuffed by the Hugonots themfelves, certain modifications and rellriclions 
were adopted, which, without deftroying the fpirit of the edict, rendered it lefs objec~ 
tionable t<3 the Catholics. It was then regiftered on the twenty-fifth of February. 

On the death of the duchefs of Beaufort, Margaret had profeffed an entire obedience 
to the will of her royal confort, only ftipulating for herfelf a decent fubfillence, and the 
payment of her debts; and Clement had, accordingly, pronounced her marriage, as the 
effect of conftraint, as well as on account of the confanguinity of the parties, who were 
related in the third degree, illegal and void. But the king was diverted from the im- 
mediate thoughts of a fecond union, by a paffion for Henrietta de Balzac, daughter to 
Francis de Balzac, lord of Entragues, by the celebrated Mary Touchet, millrefs to 
Charles the Ninth. Flis affection for this lady was not lefs violent than fuddenj.and 
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Jhe took care to profit by it; for, though fhe had already forfeited her pretenfions to 
chaftity, fhe refufed to comply with the king's defires, until fhe had extorted from 
him a prefent of one hundred thoufand crowns, and a written promife that he would 
marry her in cafe fhe fhould produce him a fon, ere the expiration of the year ss . To this 
artful and interefted beauty, whom he foon after created marchionefs of Verneuil, Henry 
now transferred that affection which he had fo lately vowed to the duchefs of Beaufort ; 
yet the moments allotted to pleafure diminifhed not his application to bufinefs, and the 
intrigues of the duke of Savoy made him quit the embraces of a miftrefs to attend to the 
cares of a throne. 

The duke of Savoy, emboldened by the diffracted ffate of France under the reign of 
the Third Henry, had, notwithstanding his obligations to that monarch, embraced the 
moment of civil commotion to poffefs himfelf of the marquifate of Saluces, which belong- 
ed to the crown of France. By the treaty of Vervins, he had agreed to fubmit his 
pretenfions to the arbitration of the fovereign Pontiff"; but had conffantly endeavoured 
to avert a decifion, which, he knew, muff defpoil him of the territory he had thus dar- 
ingly ufurped. Confiding in the arts of negociation, and in his own fkill and addrefs, 
he adopted the refolution of repairing to Pa/is, and treating with Henry in perfon. By 
the courtefy of his manners, and the fplendour of his gifts, he foon attached to his in- 
tereft the principal favourites of Henry. The Marchionefs of Verneuil efpoufed his pre- 
tenfions with warmth ; but Henry refufed to facrifice to his paflion the dignity of his 
crown, and in this virtuous refolution he was inflexibly confirmed by the remonftrances 
of Sully, whom no temptation could ever feduce from the Ariel: line of his duty. 

A. D. 1600.] The duke of Savoy, after havt in vain Iavifhed a vaft fuin of money 
in bribes, could only obtain a delay of three months, which time he employed in pre- 
paring to refill the attack which he knew would be made on his territories. At the 
expiration of the time, fhe king, with an army of feven thoufand foot and twelve 
hundred horfe, attended by a formidable train of artillery, fupplied the good 
management-of Sully, who had lately been promoted to the poft of grand-maffer of the 
ordnance, repaired to the frontiers of Savoy. The military operations were carried on 
with vigour and effect. The town of Bourg in Breffe was reduced by the marefchal, 
now duke, of Biron ; Mortfwelian and Chamberry were taken by Sully ; while Con- 
flans, Miolcns, Montiers, Saint-Jacomc, Saint- Jean de Moricnne, and Saint-Michael, 
opened their gates to the king. Still four important fortreffes, of luch ffrength as to 
be deemed impregnable, remained to be fubdutd, viz. the csftles of Bourg, Mont- 
melian, Charbonnieres, and Fort-Saint-Catharine. This talk was entrufted & to Sullv, 
who could alike diflinguifli himfelf in the field and the cabinet ; and, after fufti 
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incredible fatTgue, and being continually thwarted in bis operations by tbe treachery of 
the duke of Biron, and the envy of fome other generals, his courage, pcrfeverance, and 
addrefs furmounted every difficulty ; the four fort relies were compelled to furrendtr. 
Fort St. Catharine was, at the particular requeft of the citizens of Geneva, totally de- 
molilhed. 

The minifters of Henry, alarmed at the violence of his paffion for the marchionefs of 
Veineuil, had, with difficulty, extorted from him a permiffion to negociate a marriage 
for him with an Italian princefs. Mary of Medicis, daughter to Francis, grand duke 
ofTufcany, by the archduchefs, Jane of Auftria, daughter to the emperor Ferdinand, 
being deemed a proper confort for their fovereign, the minilters accelerated the comple- 
tion of the treaty, and Sully was appointed to communicate the intelligence to the 
king. Henry was fo ftricken with the news, that he remained filent, in violent agita- 
tion, for a confulei able time ; at length he exclaimed, " Well, well, be it fo, there is no 
" remedy. If I mull marry for the good of my kingdom, I mull." — The ill-fuccefs of 
his firft marriage had rendered him averfe from a fecond ; and the dangers of war appear « 
ed lefs formidable to Henry than thofe of matrimony. The treaty was concluded in 1599, 
but the marriage was not confummated till the following year. The princefs left 
Florence on the feventeenth of October, and, taking Ihipping at Leghorn, proceeded, un- 
der an efcort of feventeen gallies, to Toulon, whence the proceeded, through Marfeilles 
and Avignon to Lyons, where the king arrived on the ninth of November, when- the. 
marriage ceremony was performed without any pomp >6 . 

The marriage of Henry was followed by a treaty with the duke of Savoy, who* 
finding himfelf difappointed of that affiftance which he had hoped to derive from the 
friendlhip of Spain, and equally deprived of the aid he had expected from the factious 
nobles of France, with whom he had entered into fecret engagements, had recouife to 
the mediation of the pope, through whole influence an accommodation was, at length, 
effected. By this treaty the duke of Savoy, in return for the marquifate of Saluces, 
which he was permitted to retain, ceded to the king the fortrelTes of Cental, Monts, 
and Roquefparviere, the whole of the country of BrelTe, and all the territories belong- 
ing to the houfe of Savoy on either banks of the Rhone, as far as Lyons, except the 
bridge of Grezin, and fomc other palTes neceflary to fecure to the duke an entrance into. 
Franche-Comte ; though he was retrained from tranfporting ajiy troops over the river 
without the exprefs permiffion of Henry, to whom he alfo engaged to pay one hundred 
thoufand crowns for the privilege of palling over the bridge of Grezin : it was farther 
ftipulated, that the duke Ihould refign to the king the citadel of Bourg, the bailiwick of 
Getz, Chateau-Dauphin and its dependencies, with all thofe places that properly be- 



lt Sully— De Thou— Matthieu. 



longed 



40 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. [l6oT, 



longed to the province of Dauphine, on this fide the Alps: the duke likewife renounced 
all pretenfions to the fovereignty of Aus, Choufy, Valley, PontD'Arley, SeifTel, Chana, 
and Pierre Chatel.and con fen ted to the demolition of the fortifications of Beche- Dauphin. 

A. D. 1601.] The reftoration of tranquillity afforded leifure and opportunity to 
cultivate and improve the pleafing and falutary arts of peace; through the vigilance 
and inflexible integrity of Sully, regularity, order, and honefty were introduced into the 
finances; the encouragement of the old manufactures, and the eftablifhmentof new ones, 
were attended to; commerce was protected and extended ; and agriculture reftored. But 
the attention of Henry was not confined to the internal economy of the ftate ; he view- 
ed with a jealous eye the hoilile difpofition of Spain, and affifted with his advice the re- 
volted fubje&s of the Netherlands. The war which was carried on in thofe parts fup- 
plied him with a pretext for vifiting Calais, which he the more eagerly feized, as he knew 
it would excite the appruhenfions of the S^anifh court. The conduct of the Spaniards, 
indeed, would have juftified the adoption of more decifive meafuies than the king was 
difpofed to purfue : after many fruitlefs attempts to break off" the alliance that fuhfifted 
between France and the Svvifs Cantons, and to prevent the interference of the pope in 
the difpute with regard to the marquifate of Srduces, from the convicTion that it mull 
prove unfavourable to the duke of Savoy, they had fent troops to the affiftanceof that prince 
during the laft campaign, under the command of the count de Fuentes. Anxious to 
excite an infurrecTion hi France, they had encouraged the treacherous deligns of the dis- 
contented nobles, and had entered into particular engagements with the dukes of Biron 
and Bouillon; the count of Auvergne, and the prince of Joinville ; and the king had 
recently received intelligence of their infidious intrigues with the inhabitants of Metz, 
Marfeilles and Bayonne. 

To encreafe the difpleafure of Henry, news was about this time received from 
Spain, that the French ambaffador at Madrid had been publicly infultcd, and fome 
French gentlemen of diftin&ion, who, in a fray with fome Spaniards, in which the 
latter were the aggrefTors, had killed two of their adverfaries, had been forcibly taken 
fro it? his houfe and thrown into prifon. Henry, on the receipt of this informa- 
tion, fwore, in a mod violent rage, « that if he could but once fee his affairs reduced 

to order, and obtain a fufficient fupply of money, he would commence fuch a furious 
" war againft the Spariards, that they ihould repent their conduct, in having coir.ntllcd 
" him to take up arms "." 

The archduke, alarmed at the preparations making by Henry for his intended journey 
to Calais, and impreffed with the idea that the French monarch would revenge the 
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infult his ambaffadors had fuftatned at Madrid by obftrudting the fiege of Oftend, which 
the Spaniards had lately begun, fent an ambaffador to him, under the pretence of com- 
plimenting him on the queen's pregnancy, in order, if poffible, to difcover his real inten- 
tions. The king, without affording him any fatisfaflion on the point he was fent to 
inveftigate, feized the opportunity to prefer his own complaints againft Spain ; alluring 
the ambaffador, at the fame time, that he would not be the firft to commence hoftilities, 
provided his maftcr did not compel him to come to a rupture, by continuing to purfue the 
fame treacherous conduct which he had hitherto obferved. 

The queen of England, apprized of Henry's arrival at Calais, repaired to Dover, 
in the hope of having a perfonal interview with her ally : the king too was equally anxi- 
ous to have a conference with that princefs, but fome obftacles occurred, which have 
never been explained, to prevent the gratification of their mutual wiflies. Lord Sidney, 
however, was fent to Calais with letters for Henry, in which Elizabeth tells " her dear 
" and w T ell-beloved brother, that her concern at not being able to fee him, was greatly 
«' encreafed by the confideration that fhe had fomething to communicate to him, which 
" fhe did not dare to confide to any other perfon, or even commit to paper ; and yet, fhe 
** faid, fhe was on the point of returning to London." 

The king's curiofity being ftrongly excited by this myfterious paffage of the queen's 
letter, he fent for Sully, whofe ingenuity was unfuccefsfully exerted in fearch of an ex- 
planation. But as the fecret fhe had to communicate appeared, both to the minifter 
and his fovereign, to be important, Sully was fecretly difpatched to England ; and, that 
no one might guefs the motive of his journey, it was given out that the fole object of 
his voyage was the gratification of his curiofity in viewing a country he had never yet 
vifited. The queen received him with every mark of refpect. She held a long conver- 
fation with him on the fituation of affairs in Europe, on which fhe expatiated with fuch 
perfpicuity, fuch promptnefs, and difcernment, that Sully was loft in aftonifhment. 
He was now convinced, that fhe herfelf was the fource whence the energy of her go- 
vernment was derived; and he plainly perceived, that fhe had a perfect: knowledge of 
the political interefts of the different European powers, of their refpective ftrength, their 
relative fituation, and internal refourres; from whence, and from deep experience, lhe 
was enabled to judge of their means of attack and defence. 

Sully was equally furprized to find, that though fhe had never conferred with Henr- 
on the interefts of Europe, they had both entertained the fame ideas, and laid the fame 
plan. They had both conceived the defign of forming a new political fyftem, and of 
eftablifhing a balance of power, in order to check the aggrandizement of the houfe of 
Auftria. This was only to be effected by giving birth to new ftates, whofe wealth and 
power might be founded on the ruins of that which they intended to humble. Eliza- 
beth propofed to unite the forces of France with thofe of England, for the purpofe of 
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eftablifning, on a folid foundation, the independence of the united provinces of the Ne- 
therlands ; but, while they humbkd the houfe of Auflria, Die meant that the powers 
employed in the undertaking Ihould proportion their defires to their circumftances, and 
not feek to extend their own influence, fo far as to excite the jealosy of the neighbour- 
ing princes; that in defpoiling Spain of the Low-Countries, they fhould not think of 
fecuring to themfelves any part of a territory, the poffeflion of which, by encreafing 
their power, might render them juft objtdts of apprchenfion to the other potentates of 
Europe. " For" — faid fhe — " if the king my brother, fhould difplay a wifh to be- 
" come proprietor, or only liege-lord, of the United-Provinces, J do not conceal from 
" you, that I fhould conceive a well-founded jealouly of him: on the other hand, I 
" fhould not be offended were he to entertain the fame fears with regard to me." The 
chief object of her conference with Sully, and of the grand project flic had conceived, 
was to reflore Germany to the fame Hate of liberty it had formerly enjoyed with re- 
gard to the election of its emperors, and the nomination of the king of the Romans; to 
render the United-Provinces independent on Spain, and to form them into a powerful 
republic, by the annexation, it neceffary, ot fome of the difmembcred provinces of Ger- 
many; to make the fame arrangements in Switzerland, by adding to it certain frontier- 
eountries, particularly Franche-Compte and Allace ; and, finally, to reduce all religions, 
to thofe which appeared the moft generally adopted in Europe, the Catholic, the Protec- 
tant, and Calviniltic. 

Henry had conceived the fame plan, and had never communicated his thoughts on the. 
fubje(5t to any other than Sully. That minifter, hearing the queen develope this projedV 
with equal eloquence and fagacity, did not hefitate to explain to her the ideas of his . 
fovereign, and to profefs his own admiration of herfelf. But as flie had frankly opened 
all her [dans to him, he thought it neceffary, in return, to explain', without referve, the 
ftate of the French finances, and the impolfiblity of Henry's engaging, at that time, in 
fchemes fo extenfive, which would require fuch vaft fupplies of men and money. He ac- 
knowledged, that his fovereign was endeavouring to colled all the necelTary forces for 
thaymrpofe, but that a delay of fome years was indil'penfably requiiite; the houfe of 
Auflria being, as yet, too 'powerful to fall beneath the efforts of a league into which 
France could not enter, and too rich not to overturn the feeble endeavours which that 
kingdom might make, at the prefent period, though fupported by England and the United 
Provinces. He obferved, that it would be ufelefs and imprudent to carry on a war mere- 
ly defenfive aga'mft an enemy thus powerful; and that, during the delay neceffary. for 
reftoring to their proper ftrength the military and naval forces of France, her finances, 
her government, and commerce, they might endeavour to engage in the league fuch of 
the fovereign princes of Germany as were moll expofed to the tyranny of Spain. 
Sully concluded by telling the queen, that Henry would be greatly rejoiced, if the tea- 
fens he hud urged met with her approbation ; and he might be permitted to hope that, 
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from their alliance, a fource of mutual advantage and immortal honour might be de- 
rived. 

Henry, as foon as he had provided for the fifcty of his frontier towns, returned to 
Fontaincbleau, where the queen, on the feventeenth of September, was delivered of a 
'font to the inexprcffible joy of her confoit, as well as of the whole nation, who be- 
gan to tremble for the fatal effects of a difputed fucceffion. 

A. D. 1602.] But the fntisfacYion which Henry experienced on the birth of a dauphin 
•was, unhappily, allayed by the feditious practices of his difcontented nobles; the chief 
of whom were the dukes of Bouillon, Epernon, and Biron si . The laft, whole fplendid 
atchicvements eclipfed the military fame of his father, and who openlv boafted that to 
him was Henry indebted for his crown, had long been endeavouring to overthrow the 
fabric his valour had contributed to raife. Bred in camps, and neglectful of all acqui- 
fitions but thofe which tend to form the foldier and the general, his abftemioufnefs, vi- 
gilance, and induftry, in profcffional purfuits, were counterbalanced by his ignorar.ee, 
envy, vanity and arrogance : his extravagance was boundlefs, and fuch his propenfity 
to gaming, that, in the courfe of a lingle year, he is faid to have loft the immenfe fum 
of five hundred thouiand crowns. He had entered into a fecret engagement with theduke 
of Savoy and the king of Spain; the firit of which princes had engaged to give him one 
of his daughters in marriage, while the laft had promifed to inveft him with the duchy of 
Burgundy, Franche-Compte, and the county of Charolois SC) . The king, apprized of his 
treachery, had taken an opportunity, during his ftay at Lyons, to reproach him with 
his difloyal proceedings: Biron acknowledged the juftice of the accufations ; profeffed 
the fincereft repentance for his part conduct, and made the ftrongeft ptoteftations of fu- 
ture fidelity. 

Henry, mindful of the duke's former fervices, promifed to forget his paft offences, 
endeavoured to rouze his gratitude by a barge pecuniary donation, and aware that his 
rcttlefs mind could ill brook a life of indolence, he ftrove to give his activity a lauda- 
ble direction, by appointing him ainhaffador, firft, to the court of England, and after- 
wards to the Swils Cantons. But Biron had no fooner returned from executing thefe 
commiiTions, than he refumed, with redoubled ardour, his ambitious projects. After re- 
newing his former alliances, he united in his treafonable enterprize D'Entragues, father 
to the marchionefs of Verneuil, and the count of Auvergne, grand prior of France, and 
natural fon to Charles the Ninth *°. Biron, Bouillon, and Auvergne drew up a deed of af- 
fociation, figned by them all, and of which each kept a copy ; in this deed, which on 
the trial of Biron was produced againfl him, they reciprocally pledged their faith and 
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honour to each other, to continue united for their common fafety aga'mjl all pajom 
whatever, without any exception; to prel'erve an inviolable fecrefy w ; th regard to all their 
tranfactions ; and to commit the deed of affociation to the flames in cafe either of the 
parties fliould be detected and apprehended. Though haughty and fupercilious in his 
natural demeanour, Biron now affefted the garb of courtefy ; and exerted the moft in- 
fidious arts in order to acquire the affection of the populace, and to fecure the attach- 
ment of the foldiery. The tongue of fedition is never at a lofs for fubjedts to captivate 
the ears of a mob, and all thofe topics which in all countries have been' occafionally 
ufed for the purpofe of exciting a revolt were now energetically urged and induftrioufly 
circulated by this afpiring traitor ; he particularly expatiated on the improper nomina- 
tion to ecclefiaftical dignities, at the influence of the king's miftrefs; on the public neg- 
lect of the reformed, by a prince who had abjured their faith, and who meditated their 
extirpation ; and on the daily multiplication of imports, by a fovereign whofe chief ftudy 
was to opprefs his people. Fanned by the tainted breatb of treafon, the feditious flame 
foon fpread itfelf over the provinces of Anjou, Poitou, Saintonge, Auvergne, Guienne, 
and Languedoc. 

Henry, who hadobferved, with a vigilant eye, the conduct of Biron, was no ftranger 
to his proceedings; but, impelled by his generous fpirit to afcribe to reftleffnefs and 
levity, what was really the refult of the moll: dark and dangerous paffions, he had incau- 
tioufly neglected the repeated remonftrances of his faithful friend and minifter, Sully, 
who ftrenuoufly urged him to the adoption of meafures that might check in their in- 
fancy the daring defigns of the factious and difcontented. Biron, meanwhile, fecure in 
the impunity he had been hitherto fuffered to enjoy, already triumphed in the probable 
fuccefs of his fchemes; but one fatal inftance of mifplaced confidence blafted all his 
hopes. La Fin, a gentleman of Burgundy, diftinguifhed by a daring difpofition, prompt 
to form, and able to conduct, the moft deep and dangerous intrigues, had found means 
toinfinuate himfelf into the good graces of Biron, and had been employed, both by him 
and the duke of Bouillon, in their moft fecret negociations with Spain and Savoy ; but 
he bad lately regarded with jealoufy the afcendancy which the baron de Lux had ac- 
quired over the mind of his patron 6 *; and, inftigated by his nephew, the vidame of 
Cliartres, he repaired to Fontainebleauj and revealed to Henry the whole of a confpiracv, 
the wheels of which he was no longer permitted to direct. 

The king read with aftonifhinent the black- lift that was prefented to him, which con- 
tained the names of many of the moft illuftrious nobles in France. Some of thefe had 
actually embarked in the treafonable projects of Biron; others, by their known difcon* 
tent, had afforded ftrong grounds for belief that they would join the ftandard of revolt, 
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as foon as It was erected ; and the remainder were probably added by La Fin, cither at 
the fuggeftions of malice or envy, or elfe with a view to magnify the importance of his 
perfidy. Yet the danger was great and urgent, and Henry determined to vifit the differ-* 
ent provinces of Poitiers, Guienne, and the Limoulin, to, awe, by liis prefence, the fedi- 
tious fpirit of the people, and to obtain more perfect information of the marefchal's 
fchemes. Each day e nvinced him that he ftood on the brink of a precipice ; and, after 
a fhort refidence at Blois, he returned to Fontainebleau, determined, by fome decifive 
blow, to crufli the confpiracy, before it was ftrengthened by the troops and treafures of 
Spain and Savoy. 

On his return from Switzerland, Biron had retired to his government of Burgundy, 
and diligently applied himfelf to ftrengthen and fecure the moll important cities in that 
province: confiding in the affections of the inhabitants, and in the fidelity of the offi- 
cers whom he had appointed to the government of the foitified towns, he confidered that 
country as a fafe place of retreat, in cafe his defigns were difcovered before his confede- 
rates were prepared to fupport him. But of this refource he had been deprived by an arti- 
fice of Sully ; under pretence of new calling the cannon throughout Burgundy, that 
minifter, as grand-mafter of the ordnance, had obtained from the marefchal all the artil- 
lery that belonged to his government ; but no fooner were thefe tranfported beyond tire 
jurifdiction of Biron, than Sully flopped the new pieces with which he had promifed to 
replace them. The rage of Biron on this occafion broke forth in open menaces; and his 
fufpicions of adifcovery were foon after confirmed by intelligence of the private confer- 
ence which La Fin had h olden with the king ; but he fufFered himfelf again to be de- 
ceived by the proteitations of that traitor, who fwore that he had not betrayed him, and 
that Henry was not apprized of his defigns. He was alfo confeious, that were his fove- 
reign to march again It him, and declare him a rebel, he was incapable of refilling his 
arms: thus actuated by the powerful motives of hope and fear, he obeyed the royaL 
fummons, and, accompanied by his affociate, the count of Auvergne, repaired to the 
court at Fontainebleau. 

Yet amidft the dangers that furrounded him, the clemency of his fovereign had pro- 
vided him with a means of honourable fafety. Henry had refolved, and the generous 
refolution had met the unanimous approbation of the council, to pardon Biron, and to 
confign to oblivion all his paft offences, provided he would candidly explain the nature 
and tendency of his intrigues, that his fovereign might in future be exempt from thofe 
inquietudes, fufpicions, and fears, which had of late difturbed his repofe. 

Thrice did Henry affay to make Biron fenfible of his error, and to lead him to a frank 
confeffion of his guilt ; as often did he exhort and conjure him, not, by a vain denial, 
and ufelefs rcferve, to deprive himfelf of that pardon which he was fo anxious to grant ; 
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nflming him, at the fame time, that his eagernefs to learn every circumflance from his 
own mouth, did not proceed from a delire to be informed of more than he already knew, 
but merely that he might have a f;>ccious pretext for the exertion of mercy. Thefe 
efforts unfortunately proved fruitlefs and ineffectual ; Biron obilinately perfified in 
denying what was already eftablifhcd beyond the reach of confutation ; and, encouraged 
bv the affu ranees of La Fin, he nfTumcd the tone of infulted probit v, and perfevered in the 
flrenuous jffertions of his own innocence. Henry, at length, fatigued with unavailing 
exhortations, rcfolvcd to let jufrice take its courfe ; nurefchal Biron and the count 
D'Auvergne were accordingly arretted as they withdrew from the palace, and were 
conveyed to the Baftile, the government of which had been recently conferred on Sully. 

A commiffion was now directed to the parliament to invefiigate the conduct of thefe 
ill uftrious culprits; and the proofs again ft Biron were fo clear and pofitive, that not 
a doubt could be entertained of his guilt. He was unanimoufly pronounced bv his 
judges guilty of high-treafon, and condemned to fuffer the death of a traitor. The en- 
treaties of his friends prevailed on the king to change the place of execution ; he was 
beheaded, on the laft day of July, in the court of the Baftile; and, in his lafl: moments, 
dilgraced, by alternate fallies of rage, and agonies of terror, the character of Intrepid, 
which he had acquired amidll the dangers of war 61 . 
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The count of Auvcrgne had been involved in the fame fentence with Biron ; but 
Henry's regard for the brother of his miftrefs, and his refpeft for the laft male defcen- 
dant of the race of Valois, induced him not only to grant that nobleman his life, but at 
length to reftore him to liberty, an indulgence which the count afterwards repaid with 
the blacked: ingratitude. Of the other confpirators, the principal threw themfelvcs at 
the feet of their fovereign, who not only fretly pardoned their offences, but even fcreen- 
ed their names from reproach ; the baron de Fontenelles, whofe treafon was aggravated 
by the acts of cruelty he had committed in Brittany during the civil commotions, was 
the only perfon who was made to atone by his death for his daring machinations and 
numerous crimes; he was tricd-by the great council of Hate, and being found guifty 
was publickly executed at the Place de Grcve° J . ° 

A. D. 1603 ] The fpring of this year was marked by the death of Elizabeth queen 
of England, whofe remorfe for the murder of the queen of Scots, had embitte^d the lafl 
moments of a life which had alternately afforded fubjea S for admh cnion inf abhorrence 
She left a character not lefs eminent for its talents than deteftable for its vices H ' 
who had ever entertained the hjgheft refpefl for the political abilities of this piincefs'Tnd 
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who had concertei! with her the depreffion of the houfe of Anuria, deplored, with grent 
fincerity, the death of his old ally. Hisclofe connection with England, and the Ariel 
coincidence of their political intereAs, rendered it of importance to him to acquire a 
thorough* knowledge of the difpofition of her fuccefTor; and Sully was difpatched with 
compliments of congratulation to James the Fiifi, who, by his acceflion to the throne, had 
united the dominions of England and Ireland to thofe of Scotland. The penetration o» 
Sully foon difcovered in James a feeble and temporizing difpofition, wholly unfit for the 
completion of thofe grand projects which had been embraced by his preoeceflbr. Sully 
propofed, in the name of his fovereign, a league with James, in conjunction with 
Venice, the United Provinces, and the northern crowns, in order to attack the AuArian 
dominions on every fide, and deprefs the increafing pride and exorbitant power of 
that ambitious family 64 . 

But finding the genius of the Englifli monarch inadequate to fuch vaft enterprizes, 
Sully was obliged to depart from thefe extenfive views, and to concert with James the 
means of providing for the falety of the United Provinces. Even this object was at- 
tended with confiderable difficulty, from the fcruples which James entertained as to the 
encouragement of a people whom he confidered as in a ftate of rebellion'' 5 ; but thefe 
were at length removed by the judicious remarksand remonfirances of the Englifli riiinif- 
ters. He, therefore, agreed with Sully, fecretly to fupport the Aates-general, in con- 
cert with Henry ; left their weaknefs and defpair fliould oblige them to acknowledge the 
authority of their old mafter. By the treaty concluded on this occafion, it was ftipu- 
lated, that the two kings mould allow the Dutch to levy forces in their refpective do- 
minion?, and fliould fecretly remit to that republic the fum of fourteen hundred thoufand 
livres a year for the pay of thefe forces : that the whole fum fhould be advanced by the 
king of France, but that the third of it fliould be deducted from the debt due by him to 
queen Elizabeth: and if the Spaniards attacked either of the princes, they agreed to 
nlfift each other, Henry with an army of ten thoufand men, and James with one 
of fix 66 . 

A. D. 1604.] Henry, wearied by inceflant importunities, at length confented to 
the reftoiation of the Jefuits, and to the demolition of the pillar which had been erected 
for the purpofe of perpetuating the attrocious attempt of Chfitel, and the dangerous 
principles of the order to which he belonged. .The edict granted on this occafion was 
not regiflered by the parliament without confiderable oppofition, But the king's difpo- 
fition to mercy and indulgence proved infufficient to conciliate the affections of thole 
afpiring nobles whole views had for their exclufive object the gratification of their own 
intereft and ambition. The duke of Bouillon, who had been deeply engaged in Biron's 

?4 Mcraoires de Sully, liv. xiiL 6 5 La Boderie, vol. i. p. 120. 66 Sully. 
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confpiracy, in order to avoid the florin that hovered over his head, had retired to his 
principality of Sedan ; and he now refumed his correfpondence with the court of Spain 
and the count of Auvergne. That nobleman, unmindful of the clemency he had fo 
lately experienced, involved in his intrigues his finer, the vnarchionefs of Verneuil, the 
king's miftrefs ; and her father, Francis d'Entragues, on whom Henry had bellowed 
the rank of -marefchal, as the price of the conditional promife of marriage he had 
imprudently given to the daughter" 7 . Their defigns, however, were fortunately de- 
tected by the vigilance of Henry. The marchionefs of Verneuil was for fome days 
confined to her houfe ; but the paflion of the man triumphed over the juflice of the 
fovereign, and Henry foon flew to proflrate himfelf at the feet of the haughty beauty, 
whofe chains he found it impoflible to break. D'Entragues, who had been condemned to 
fuffer decapitation, was indebted for his life to the charms of his daughter; and the fame 
influence extended to the count of Auvergne, whofe fentence of death was changed for 
the milder punifhment of perpetual imprilonment. 

A. D. 1605, 1606.] Such was the extreme order, economy, and regularity introduced 
hy Sully into the finances, -that the revenue, notwithftanding the numerous incumbrances 
with which it was lately burdened, was now found greatly to exceed the expenditure. 
■On the death of queen Elizabeth, there remained due to that princefs from Henry, for 
money advanced, and various expences incurred, the fuin of feven million three hundred 
and feventy-eight thoufand, eight hundred livres: to the Swifs cantons, Henry owed thir- 
ty-five million, eight hundred twenty-three thoufand, four hundred and feventy-feven 
livres, fix fols : to the flates-general, nine million, two hundred feventy-five thoufand 
four hundred livres; and to his own fubje£ls, for mortgages on the crown lands, compo- 
fitiOnsof pennons, and donations to the chiefs of the League, two hundred and thirty 
million, three hundred and eighty-four thoufand, two hundred and eighty-four livres. 
Thefe debts, which amounted to near twelve million ileiling, were all liquidated, not- 
withftanding the heavy expences incurred by the king, in the eredion of churches 
and various public buildings; m repairing all the bridges and roads throughout 'the 
kingdom ; in augmenting his marine ; in replenifhing his magazines andarfcnals ; in rc- 
deemTng the jewels of the crown, and in making additions thereto; and at the expira- 
tion of the year a confiderable overplus remained to be placed in the royal treafury ; and 
all this was effected, through the extreme vigilance and good management of Sully, not 
only without impofing any additional buithen upon the people, but even while the 'bur- 
dens already impofed experienced a regular diminution 08 . 

But neither the king's juflice, nor the prudence of his minifter, could totally filencethc 
clamours of fadtion: a difcontented party, atfuated by a reAlefs fpirit of ambition, headed 
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ed by the duke of Bouillon, and inftigated and paid by the court of Spain, endeavoured 
to fcatter the feeds of revolt in various parts of the kingdom. The Calvinifts, in parti- 
cular, evinced a feditious difpofition, and feveral of their chiefs fubfcribed a paper, 
the object of which was the eftablifhment of a Calviniftic republic in the heart of 
France, free and, wholly independent of the fovereign <>9 . Fortunately, their perni- 
cious defigns were fruflratcd by prudent exertions of vigour, and well-timed a&s 
of indulgence. To punifh the arrogance of the duke of Bouillon, Henry collected a 
body of troops, and directed his courfe through Auvergne and the Limoufin, to the 
territories of that prince ; but Bouillon, alarmed at his approach, and unprepared for 
refinance, ordered the governors of the different towns that belonged to him to open 
their gates, and, by the apparent fincerity of his fubmiffion and profeflions of loyalty, 
he difarmed the immediate refentment of Henry. 

But no fooner had the king returned to the capital, than frefli inftances of the turbu- 
lence and difobedience of this haughty vaflal again awakened his indignation. Impelled 
by the remonflrances of his favourite minifter, who had hitherto only enjoyed the title 
of marquis of Rofny, but whom, on this occafion, he created duke of Sully 70 , Henry 
at length determined to adopt the molt decifive meafures. With a fmall, but well-chofen 
army, and a formidable train of artillery, he departed from Fontainebleau, about the end 
of March, 1606, and advanced, by rapid marches, towards the principality of Sedan. The 
duke, encouraged by the number of his friends at court, and by the vain hope that all 
the Proteftants would rife in his favour, at firft employed the language of refiftance : he 
reprefented the fortifications of Sedan as impregnable ; and declared that, in defence of 
his city, he would facrifice his property and lite. But when Henry pitched his camp 
before the walls of Sedan, the duke's pride and courage forfook him, and he fued, with 
becoming humility, for reconciliation and favour. The king, ever kind and indulgent, lent 
a favourable e3r to his fupplications, and a treaty was figned, on the fecond of April, by 
which Bouillon agreed, that he and the inhabitants of- Sedan fhould take the oath of fide- 
lity to Henry, and that a royal garrifon and governor fhould be maintained in that city 
for four years. The duke, who had fuch ftrong reafon to dread the effects of the 
king's refentment, efteerned himfelf happy in being fuffered to efcape on fuch favour- 
able terms. 

To thefe martial achievements, fucceeded preparations for public rejoicing, and focial 
feftivity. The ceremony of the baptifm of the dauphin and the two princeffes of 
France was performed, with royal magnificence, at the palace of Fontainebleau, in the 
prefence of the duchefs of Mantua, lifter to the queen, who flood godmother to the 
dauphin, ftrdof all the principal nobility in the kingdom. But the tranquillity and hap- 
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pinefs at this time enjoyed by the people had nearly experienced a fatal interruption, in 
crofling the river, at Neuilly, in their return from Saint Germain, on the ninth of 
June, 1606, the royal carriage, in which were the king, the queen, the duke of Veu- 
dome, the princefs of Conti, and the duke of Montpenfier, was thrown, by the, fpirit of 
the horfes, over the fide of the ferry-boat into the middle of the ftream. The king, be- 
ing faved by the zeal and alacrity of his attendants, was no fooner brought to the fide,, 
than he again plunged into the water in order to refcue his confort, who had been pre- 
vented from finking by a gentleman of the name of La Chatcigneraie, and one of her 
footmen. 

A. D. 1607, 1608.] But while the people exulted in the fafety of a fovereign,. 
whofe virtues were formed to command their efteem, his tranquillity was difturbed by 
the fecret machinations of the Calvinifts, who d.iily advanced pretentions hoftile to the 
legal authority, and the more infidious and more dangerous machinations of the Jcfuits, 
who, ungrateful for the indulgence they had received, maintained a private correfpdn- 
dence with the court of Madrid, and had engaged feveral of the French nobility, in their 
intrigues. The influence and authority of Sully were fuccefsfully exerted in quiet- 
ing the former; but the fchemes of the latter being conducted with more fkill and method, 
required greater time, prudence, and circumfpection, to detect and fruflrate. Henry, on 
opening his mind on this bufinefs to the duke of Sully, obferved — " I am not fo ftupid 
41 as to inflict vengeance, at my own expence, upon your Hugonots, for the tricks they 
" fometimes play me ; they are greatly deceived if they imagine I am not aware of the 
" difference between their ftrength and my own ; and that I can deftroy them with 
" great facility whenever I pleafe : but I fhall not for a trivial ofFence, nor for the gra- 
*' tification of others, weaken my ftate fo much by cru filing them, as to render myfelf 
*« an eafy prey to my enemies, to whom I would rather give two blows, than receiver 
" one from them. Therefore, fince the malice of thefe rafcals- is fo great, we muft en- 
« deavourto avert its effects ; and by Heaven I fwear, for they have kindled my rage, 
" it they purfue their plots againft my perfon and my ftate, for I have been informed 
M *here are defigns laid againft them both, if they once compel me to take up arms, I 
" will do it fo effectually, that they fhall have reafou to curfe the hour when they firft 
*' difturbed my repofe 7 '." 

But the hoflile mcafures of Henry were for a time fufpended by the intelligence he 
received from the United Provinces of the Netherlands, of the terms offered ^hem by 
the Spaniards, and of their confequent determination to accede to a ceffation of arms. 
The prefident Jcannin was appointed hy Henry to attend Buzenval to the Low Coun- 
tries, and, in conjun&ion with that envoy, to keep a vigilant eye on the conduct of the 

7' Mtnioires tie Sully, liv. xxiv. 
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ftates, and the intercfls of France. While affairs, however, were in this fituntion, in- 
telligence was received of a great naval victory gained, on the twenty-fifth of April, by 
the fleet of the United Provinces over that of the Spaniards. Don Alvares D'Avilj, 
the Spanifh admiral, was ordered to cruife in the fireights of Gibraltar, in order to pre- 
vent the entrance of the Dutch into the Mediterranean, and to fliut them out from the 
trade of the Adriatic. The Dutch, unwilling to be debarred the advantages they derived 
. from that commerce, refolved to open a paffage for themfelves : with this view they equip- 
ped a fmall fquadron of ten or twelve fail, the command of which they gave to one of 
their ablcft feamen, Jacob Heemfkerk, with the title of vice-admiral ; and they ordered 
him, after duely reconnoitring the enemy's' fleet, to make an attack on it. D'Avila, 
though already near twice as flrong as his adverfary, vet procured a reinforcement of fix- 
and-twenty large vefTels, fome of which were of a thoufand ton burden, and augmented 
the number of the troops he had on board to three thoufand five hundred men. With 
this acceffion of ftrength he thought himfelf fo fecure of victory, that he took with him 
an hundred and fifty gentlemen merely to witnefs his triumph. But inilead of {landing 
out to fea, as, with fuch a force, he certainly ought to have done, he polled himfelf 
under the guns of Gibraltar, in order that he might not be forced to fight unlefs when he 
thought proper. 

Heemfkerk, who had taken none of thefe precautions, no fooner perceived that the 
enemy exhibited fymptoms of apprehenfion, than he advanced to attack him, and imme- 
diately began one of the moft obftinate actions that grace the annals of naval atchieve- 
ments. It lafted eight hours: at the fiift onfet, Heemfkerk attacked the Spanifh admi- 
ral's fhip, and made a vain attempt to board her: at an early part of the day, he received 
a mortal wound in the thigh from a cannon-ball, which he furvived but an hour, during 
which time, and till within a moment of his death, he continued to give orders as if he 
really felt no pain. When he found himfelf ready to expire, he delivered his fword to his 
lieutenant, obliging him, and all the fhip's crew, to bind themfelves by an oath to con- 
quer or die. The lieutenant exacted a fimilar oath from the officers and men through- 
out his fleet, where nothing was heard but a general exclamation of vitlory or death. 
Their courage proved irrefiftible ; and, notwithstanding the immenfe fuperiority of the 
enemy's fhips, both in numbers and weight of metal, the advantage obtained by the Dutch 
was complete and decifive. The Spaniards loft fixtcen mips, three of which were 
burned, and the reft, together with the admiral's own fhip, run aground. D'Avila, with 
five-and-thirty captains, fifty volunteers, and two thoufand eight hundred foldiers, perifh- 
ed in the action; while the Dutch loll only two vefTels, and about two hundred and 
fifty men 71 . Though this vidlory did not retard the peace, yet the conclufion of the 
treaty was delayed for a confiderable time. 

7* Sully, Iiv. xxiv. 
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The latter years of Henry's reign were embittered by domeftic broils r his queen, in 
her manners and difpofition,' cold and referved, frequently betrayed indifference and dif- 
guft, where duty and affection fhould have didated a difplay of far different fentiments. 
Nor had the king greater reafon to be contented with the fhamcful partiality fhe betrayed 
for feveral Italians, who had accompanied her to France, and whofe infidious efforts were 
inceffantly exerted in promoting a breach between her and her hufband, by urging'the- 
queen to the adoption of a line of conduct which they k:icw muff be difagreeable to 
Henry. His own licentious amours, indeed, afforded Mary ample grounds for re- 
proach ; but jealoufy was only the pretence, and not the motive of her conduct ; and 
, her favourites, interefted in feeding the flames of dilution, were indifferent as to the 
fuel they applied. Hence the royal refidence became a fcene of contention and mifery, 
and the prime minifier was frequently fent for to fettle a matrimonial fquabble, with 
as much earneftnefs and ,halle, as if lb me affair of itate had required immediate ar- 
rangement. 

But Henry never fuff'ered pleafure to interfere with trufinefs : he now renewed hir 
ancient alliance with the Low Countries ; he fuccefsfully interpofed his mediation be- 
tween the Venetians and the pope; but he deemed it prudent to reject the repeated foli- 
citations of the Moorifh inhabitants of Spain ; who oppreffed, and, at length, driven 
into exile by the miftaken policy of the Third Philip, in vain implored an afylum in the 
bofom of F ranee. 

The wifdom of Henry has been ffrongly arraigned for having refufed the proffered 
acceflion of five hundred thoufand induftrious people, whofe labours might have ferti- 
lized the barren and uncultivated plains of France ; but it is probable he was fearful, by 
accepting their offer, of precipitating thofe fecrct defigns which he had long fmce 
formed for the depreflion of the houfe of Auftria, and which were fcarcely ripe for 
•xecution. 
• 

A. D. 1609.] In the fpring of this year, after a long negociation, was concluded, bv a, 
truce of twelve years, that war which for near half a century had been carried on with 
luch fury between Spain and the United Provinces of the Netherlands. The immenfe 
advantages which Spain enjoyed at the commencement of this memorable conteff rendered 
the fuccefsful termination of it more glorious to the Dutch. Long had the pride of the 
former prevailed over all confiderations of intereft, and prevented her from attending to. 
any terms of accommodation with her rebellious fubjects. But finding all intercom fe: 
cut off between her provinces by the 'maritime force of the ftates, fhe at toft contented to- 
treat thein as a free people, and folcmnly to renounce all claim and prctenfion tb their 
fovereignty. This chief point being gained, but little difficulty attended the conclufion 
of the treaty, which, under the joint mediation of France and England, was figncd on 
tht thiitieth of March. In acknowledgment of the guarantee of thefe royal mediators, 
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and in return for the afliftance and protection which the flates had received from them, 
they engaged to make no treaty nor agreement with Spain during the continuance gf th* 
truce, without the advice and confent of their majefties, who pro mi fed 5 on their fide, 
not to enter into any alliance prejudicial to the liberty and fafety of their friends and' 
allies 7J . 

The tranfactions of this year proved alike fatal to the repofe of Henry, and the wel- 
fare of France. Difgufled with the arrogance of his favourite miflrefs, the marchion- 
nefs of Verneuil, and irritated by the mediant reproaches of his queen, Henry had 
lately transferred his affections to Margaret Charlotte de Montmorenci, daughter to 
the conftable of France. In this new object of his pa (lion every beauty of peribn was 
united. with every quality that can adorn and dignify the mind: flrong fenfe, fhining 
wit, and manners the moft amiable and infinuating. But while her powerful attrac- 
tions made an irrefiffible impreffion on the heart of the monarch ; her high birth and 
illuftrious connections fuperinduced a refolution to fhun all illicit and difhonourable 
gratification. Yet unable to forego the pleafure of her converfation, he bellowed hci 
on the young prince of Conde, his near relation, who, in a manner, fubfilled on his 
bounty, and conftantly refided near his perfon. The marriage was celebrated without 
pomp at Chantilli ; and the marchionnefs of Verneuil, with more malice than truth, 
remarked on the occahon that " the king had made this match to link the heart of the 
" prince of Conde, and to raife his head 74 ." 

No perfon derived greater fatisfaction from the conclufion of the marriage than the 
queen's Italian favourites, who eagerly feized on the opportunity to widen the breach that 
fubfifled between her and the king, and on which they chiefly relied for the gratification 
of their own interested and ambitious views. The queen, influenced by their councils, 
and devoted to their will, carried her attention from matters of love to affairs of ftate, and 
lent her fandlion to a rebellious fcheme for frullrating the king's political defigns. The 
French ambaffador at the court of Madrid complained to Henry that he met with no at- 
tention from the king of Spain, and that a iccret junto, under the influence and direction 
of perfons whom he would not venture to name, effectually annulled every meafure he 
propofed on the part of his majefty. The grand object of this intrigue was to overturn 
the king's project for depreffing the houfe of Auftria, and to compel him, either by fraud 
or force, to form an union with Spain, and to marry the dauphin to t'ne infanta : and 
fo confident were the agents in this dark bufinefs of their flrength and fuccefs, that 
they declared to the council of Madrid, they had the means in their power of forcing the 
king to accede to their propofals 
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Henry was extremely alarmed at the daring infolence of a faction which dared openly 
to cabal againft him in the inidft of his own court. Urged by his fean, he endeavoured 
to invyrftignte the myflerious bufinefs, and every ftep he advanced only ferved to cn- 
creafe the magnitude of his apprehenfions, chiefly founded on the conduct of the party 
whole actions fecmed to be regulated by the idea that the king had but a fliort time to 
live. Whatever might be the origin of this fufpicion, it acquired ftrength and confirma- 
tion in the mind of Henry (who had great faith in judicial aitrologyj when he reflect- 
ed that prognoftics were every where fpr'ead among the people, which fixed the period 
of his death in the fifty-eighth year of his age ; a prediction laid to be the confequencc 
of divine inspiration, becaufe zedloufly fupported by a fuperllitious, or dcfigning-Ntii;, 
who was then holden in great veneration. The name of this woman was Pafithea ; 
flie remained fomc time in France, and fincc fhe had left that country, fhe had maintained 
a regular and conflant correfpondence with the queen. Influenced by the earncft perfua- 
fions of Pafithea, Mary determined to be immediately crowned — a ceremony which 
had been hitherto omitted — with all the pomp and magnificence that, according to her 
junto, were cffential to the prefervation of that authority which fhe would find necef- 
fary to exert, after the king's death ; an event, they faid, which was at no great dis- 
tance. The fame junto alfo publickly exprefled their intentions of recalling Pafithea, 
whom they probably found a fit inflrument for the promotion of their defigns, to 
France. 

Henry was rendered extremely uneafy by thefe nefarious intrigues ; the melancholy 
which reigned in his heart was vifible in his countenance, and, in a converfation with 
his friend and favourite Sully, on this fubjecl, he thus exprefled himfelf — " 1 am avcrfe 
w from this ceremony ; neither can I endure that this P.ifithca fhould return to France. 
" My heart tells me, that fome difalter will happen to me, or that the government 
M will be thrown into confulion, if my wife fhould obflinatcly perfevere in infilling 
" upon her coronation — which, 1 am told, the Conchinis advife her to — and in her de- 
" fign of recalling Pafithea, It is certain we fliall quarrel on both thofe accounts; 
" mud fhould I difcover any thing farther with regard to her defigns upon Spain, I fhall 
" be provoked to the lafl: degree againft her." He then allured Sully that the qi n's 
violent conduct: muft not be afcribed to any motive of jealoufy— tor that /he wses a 
ftranger to the pafiion— but to the inteieflcd advice of her infamous counfellors, who 
had peifuaded her of the neccflity of being at variance with her hufband, and hadprevail- 
ed on her to employ this pretext with for the public want of a better: he added that what 
hadfalfely been imputed to jealoufy was in reality the effect of malice the molt refined. 

The king obferved, that fuch being the grounds of the condud of his wife and her 
faction, fhould he even rtfolve to forego the pleafure he enjoyed in the fociety of the 
princefs of Conde, he fliould not be able to filence the malicious reports of people who 
had fuch ftrong reafons for preventing all accommodation between him and his wife. 

He 
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He declared, that he would never feek to obtain any favours of the prince fs, to the pre- 
judice of her honour ; that, if he could not fubdue his paflion, he would, at lead, re- 
flra;n its effects, and refpect that facied tie which he had formed for the mere purpefe 
of impofing filence on his own vvifhes 7 '. With regard to the queen's Italian minions, he 
faid, that in order to infpire her with a miftruft of his conduit, they prevented her from 
eating any thing which he fent her, and perfuaded her to make a kitchen of their apart- 
ment. Yet, notwithftanding thefe juft grounds for refentment, Henry had not fufficient 
rcfolution to punifh the mifcreants who preyed on the credulity of his w ife, and difturbed 
his own repofe. 

At once to bani fh thefe difagreeahle reflections from his mind, and to punifh the de- 
teftable perfidy of the court of Spain, Henry began to make immediate preparations 
for the excution of his gTeat defigns. He examined the ftate of his finances, viftted his 
arfenal, and calculated what money, arms, and ammunition, would be neceftary for 
his purpofe. From fuch a minifter as 1 Sully he expected and obtained the moft falutary 
advice, and the moft ftrenuous exertions; on this fubject there was a coincidence of 
ideas between them, and they proceeded to the completion of their plan with vigour and 
effea. ' ' t 

But the king's unhappy paflion for the fair princefs of Conde, though it did not trans- 
grefs the bounds of honour nor violate the laws of decency, proved an infinite fource 
of uneafinefs and trouble. The tongue of calumny was bufily employed in the exag- 
geration of truth and the invention of facts; the queen's agents, with interefted ma- 
lice, propagated the mifchievous lies they had previoufly framed ; the queen herfelf wa». 
frantic with real or aiFected nge ; and the prince of Conde, whole paflions had been, 
artfully played upon by the intereftcd junto, publickly exprefTed his jealous difcontent, and 
inveighed, with more virulence than juilice, againft his fovereign. Not daring to repeat 
his imaginary grievances to the king himlelf, he paid a vifit to Sully, in order to pre- 
fer his complaints. Finding no encouragement from that faithful minifter, who boldly 
repelled the charge of eppre flion with which his mafter had been haftily loaded, the prince 

? 6 The marefchal de Baffompierre, to whom Mademoifelle de Montmorenci was offered ill marriage, relate? 
feveral converfations he had with Henry on the fubjec~t ; and among others, the following reply of Henry to fume 
obfervatiqn of his — " He anfvvercd- me with a deep figh, BafTompierre, I will fpeak. to thee as a friend. I am 
" not only in love, but madly, defperately, in love with Mademoifelle de Montmorenci. If thou wert to marry 
" her, I fhoulcl hate thee ; Ihould fhe love me, thou wouldrt hate me. It will be beft to prevent this from 
" becoming the caufe of a breach of oar friendfhip ; for I entertain a deep and fincere regard for you. I am re- 
" folved to marry her to my nephew, the prince of Conde, ftnd to have her in my family ; fhc fhull be the com- 
" fort and amufement of my old age, which is coming on apace. I will give my nephew, who loves hunting a 
*' thouf.,nd times better than women, a hundred thoufand livres a year to amufe himfeif with. I fliall defire o£ 
" hex no other favour than her affeftion ; without pretending to any thing farther." — turn. \.f. 229. 
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declared his refolution of leaving the country and returning to the dominions of Spain. 
To this Sully replied, that he did not believe him capable of betraying, in fuch a man- 
ner, his king, his country, his honour, and his duty; that the kingdom, and even 
the court, was the only fit refidence for princes of the blood; that everywhere elle 
their grandeur fullied their reputation ; and that it was even imputed to them as a 
crime to remain too long in any other place, without having previoufly obtained his 
majefty's permiifion. When the prince replied that fuch a reftraint neither fuited 
his birth nor rank, Sully , obferved, that the laws of the ftatc obliged the children 
and brothers of the king to as great, or, perhaps, greater ftrictnefs of conduct, than 
the meaneft of his fubjedts, an obfervation the juftice of which he proved from hiftory. 

Four days after this conference with Sully the prince really put his project in execu- 
tion ; accompanied by his wife, and attended by a few domeftics, he privately withdrew 
from court, and went to Muret, and from thence to Landrecy. Henry, doubly enrag- 
ed at fuch a mark of difrepecr. from a kinfman who was fo deeply indebted to his boun- 
ty, and at the evafion of a woman whofe conversation conftituted the principal amufe- 
ment of his life, gave free vent to his indignation. Praflin, the captain of his guard, was 
inltantly difpatched to demand the fugitives from the archduke; but Albert replied, 
" that he had never violated the laws of nations on any occafion whatever ; and that 
" no confideration fhould induce him to begin with the firft prince of the blood royal 
" of Fiance ;7 ." The marefchal de Baffompierre, however, tells us, that the archduke 
was fo much ftaggered with the declaration of Praflin, that he fent to defirc the prince 
would only pafs through his dominions, without making any flay in them, though he 
had before prom i fed to receive him ; but that afterwards he again changed his refolution, 
by the advice of the marquis Spinola ; fent the prince a fum of money, with an 
ei'cort to conduct him to Bruflels, and treated him with every poffible mark of dif- 
tinclion 7 '. 

The prince of Conde, thinking it ncceflary to offer fome kind of jnffificntion for his 
late c%ndu<t, fent a letter to the king, in which he obferved that it was with the ut- 
raoll regret, and merely for the prciervation of his life and honour, that he had retired 
from court, and not with any intention ever to deviate from that line of conduct which 
was proper to be obferved by an humble relation and faithful fubject and fcrvant of his 
majefty : that he would never engage in any thing contrary to his majefty's fervice, 
unlefs he fhould be compelled to it; and he concluded by expreffing a wifh that the 
king would not be offended at his refufal to read or receive any letters from court, except 
fuch as fhould be written by his majefty himfelf. 

7? Memoires pour l'HUtoire de France, Anno 1609. 7« Memoires de BaiTompierre, torn. i. p. 28. 
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But the uneafmefs which Henry experienced at the conduct of the prince of Conde 
did not prevent him from attending to the accomplifhment of his grand defign, which 
the death of the duke of Cleves. rather tended to accelerate. As this event, was confi- 
-dered by all Europe as the fignal of a general war, it requires particular notice and 
■explanation. The duchy of Cleves had been gradually formed by the union of differ- 
ent fiels or principalities. In the year 1130, a count of Juliers united to his own 
county that of Berg, by marrying the heirefs of Berg: the county of Gueldies was after- 
wards annexed to it, in the year 1350, by the marriage of Renould, flrft duke of Guel- 
dres, with the heirefs of William, firft duke of Juliers. About the fame time, Adol- 
plius de La Mark refigned the archbifhoprick of Cologne and the bifhoprick of Munfler, 
in order to fupport his pretenfions as heir to his mother, Mary, countefs ot Cleves, 
againft his coulins, D'Erkeil and Perweis, who were alfo of the family of Cleves, but 
on the female fide; Adolphus fucceeded in eftablifhing his claims, either by purchafmg 
the right of the nearer heir, or by the affiftance of the emperor, Charles the Fourth, 
and the ftates of the country. 

The duchy of Cleves having thus paffed into the houfe of La Mark, thofe of Juliers 
and Berg were afterwards re-annexed to it in the perfon of John, duke of Cleves, count 
of La Mark, who, in 1496, married the daughter of William, duke of Juliers and Berg. 
The duchy of Gueldres was at that time difmembered, bccaufe that Arnold D'Egmont, 
who poffeffed it in right of his mother, Mary D'Erkeil, had fold it, in 1472, to Charles, 
duke of Burgundy, with whofe daughter it went to the houfe of Aufttia, a difpofition 
that was vainly contefted by William of Juliers, to whom it was bequeathed by Charles 
D'Egmont, grandfon to Arnold • the houfe of Auftria maintaining itfelf in poffemon of 
the duchy by force of arms. 

The emperor would not allow that Cleves, Juliers, Berg, La Mark, Ravenf- 
feurgh, and Ravenftein, of which the late duke, John William, died po/Tefled, were 
female fiefs; on the contrary, the claims which he afferted to thefe fiefs, were only 
founded on proofs, which he was faid to have, of their being fiefs-male. This conteft 
did not turn upon a point that was entirely new. The contradiction of the difpofi- 
tions of the different fovereigns of this little territory, which, at different times, had 
been received by their fubjedts, to the declarations of fome of the emperors on this 
head, had long made it a point of difpute, the final decifion whereof had been by both 
parties referred to the -death of the laft male heir of that houfe, which at length hap- 
pened. 

The arguments urged on this bufinefs, by the princes who efpoufed the emperor's 
claims, were drawn from various teftamentary, matrimonial, and other writings, both 
public and private, which derived their authority from the folemn acceptation of the 
ftates of the country: the chief of thefe were — Firft, an ordonnance of Adolphus, the 
Vol. IV. H firft, 
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firft, duke of Cleves, count of La Mark, &c. received in all his towns, in 14.18, where- 
by the principality was given to the duke's eldeft fon, and to him only, his brothers 
being excluded from any fhare in the fame; and, in default of male ifTue from him, to 
his eldeft daughter, exclufive of other daughters. A fimilar edid was patted by William, 
duke of Juliers and Berg, count of Ravenfburg, and John, duke of Cleves, count of La 
Mark, in 1496, on account of the union of their territories, by the marriage of Mary, 
only daughter to the firft of thcfe princes, with John, fon to the fecond. There was 
another ordonnance of the faid John of Cleves and Mary of Juliers, in 1526, about 
which time a marriage took place between their eldeft daughter Sibylla, and John Frederic, 
then count, but afterwards ele&or, of Saxony, to which regulation William himfelf, 
fon to John and Mary, fubfcribed in 1542. In the year 1572, William, duke of Juliers 
and Cleves, father to the laft duke, accompli fhed a match between his eldeft daughter, 
Maria-Eleanora and Albert- Frederic of Brandenburgh, duke of Pruffia; and he, in the ' 
marriage articles, referved the entire fucceffion to her in the fame form, in cafe of the 
extinction of the male line in his, family. Two years after, Ann, fifter of Maria-Elea- 
noia, efpoul'ed duke Philip' Lewis, count palatine of Newburgh, with the fame re- 
fpedt to the rights of elderfhip in the female line. The contract was concluded at 
Deux-Ponts, and figned by count Lewis, afterwards elector palatine, by William, 
landgrave of HefTe, and by duke John, count palatine. The fame contrail was rati- 
fied a fecond time, in 1575, by the fame prince William; at which time, duke Philip- 
Lewis complaining, that two hundred thoufand florins, which was the portion of the 
younger fifters, was too llender a compenfation for renouncing fuch a fucceffion, his 
kinlman, the duke of Cleves, infifted upon an augmentation of one hundred thoufand 
for each of them, on which condition, Ann of Juliers made a folemn renunciation of her 
claim the fame year. Duke John, count palatine of Deux-Ponts, about four years after, 
married Magdalen, the third daughter of William of Juliers, making the fame renuncia- 
tion in favour of the eldeft of the three fifters as duke Philip- Lewis, his eldeft brother, 
had done: Lewis, elector palatine; William, landegrave of HefTe ; and Philip- Lewis, 
count palatine of Newburgh, alfo gave their confent to this regulation. This was the 
fourth renunciation of the duke of Newburgh. Laftly, Sibylla, the fourth of thefe 
princeiTes, married Charles of Auftria, marquis of Burgaw, upon which occafion it was 
natural to fuppofe the fame renunciation would have been infifted on from this prince, 
as had been made by thofe who had married the other fifters : this, however, for foine 
reafon or other, was neglected, and the duke of Cleves died before his fourth brother-in- 
law made any renunciation of his wife's claim. Such were the rights of the four 
princes, the duke of Brandenburgh and Pruffia ; the count palatine of Newburgh ; the 
count palatine of Deux-Ponts ; and the marquis of Burgaw. 

The emperor alledged the following «xamples in his favour : in the year 1485, ima- 
gining the duchies of Juliers and Berg had, by the death of duke William, devolved to 
the empire, he beftowed them, by his own abfolute will, on Albert, duke of Saxony, as 
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a reward for his fervices. Maximilian, the firft fon of Frederic, ratified and extended 
this donation to the peifon of Erneft, elector of Saxony, brother to Albert, in the year 
i486. He confirmed it a fecond time in 1495, becaufe he then flood in need of the af- 
fiftance of the Saxon princes: but this confideration no longer fubfifting, in the year 
1508 the emperor left William of Juliers at liberty to difpofe of his own territory, 
either to Mary, or any other of his daughters. William dying in 151 1, the elector of 
Saxony intended to take advantage of the emperor's donation, and deprive the duke of 
Clcves of Juliers, who had married the heirefs of that country: but when he endea- 
voured t& gain Maximilian to his fide, that emperor, who was apprehenfive that the 
duke of Cleves might be induced to throw himfelf into the arms of France, refufed to 
interfere, and advifed the elector to have patience, giving him only general promifes that 
he fliould lofe nothing by his forbearance. Moreover, when John Frederic, elector of 
Saxony, married Sibylla, daughter to John, duke of Cleves and Juliers, in 1526, Charles 
the Fifth exprefsly confirmed the right of that princefs, and acted in confequence of fuch 
confirmation : for when, in 1546, he made peace with duke William of Juliers, whom 
he had vanquiflied, on condition that the duke fliould marry Mary of Auftria, daughter 
of Ferdinand, king of the Romans and of Hungary ; he allowed, in the marriage con- 
tract of this princefs, who was his neice, that her daughter lhould fucceed to the 
duchies of Juliers, &c. in cafe flie fliould have no fons, which privilege was confirmed 
by Maximilian the Second, in 1566 T9 . 

Thus there was a material difference between the juflicc and validity of the preten- 
fions of the two parties, much to the advantage of the lawful heir, and highly unfa- 
vourable to the Auftrians ; the former grounding their claims on a feries of regulations, 
■unanimoufly and uniformly received; the latter only producing grants founded on mere 
power, which did little honour to the Aulic council, and were, moreover, by their varia- 
tion and contradiction, fo unliable as fcarcely to form any right. 

No fooner, however, was the duke of Cleves dead, than each party began ferioufly to 
think of maintaining his right. The emperor, Rodolphus, gave the inveftiture of Julier$ 
andClevesto the archduke Leopold of Auftria, a meafure he would not have adopted, but 
for the purpofe of anticipating the king of France. The duchies were taken poflcfiion 
of in the name of Leopold, who declared, by deputy, to the king, that his intention in 
entering Cleves, was neither to do any thing in the leaft prejudicial to his majefty's in- 
tereft, nor yet to treat with rigour the princes, his competitors; that he fliould be 
fatisfied if they conducted themfelves, on this occafion, with becoming propriety towards 
his imperial majefty; and entreated the king not to interfere in a bufinefs which only 
concerned thofe princes and himfelf. 



19 M«moirM de Sully, liv. xxvii; 
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The anfwcr which Henry gave to the imperial envoy was ev.ifive, and conceived only 
in general terms : and lie foon after received an ambaflador from the princes who had 
claims on the contefted fucceffion, entreating his fupport and protection, which hepro- 
mifed they fhould have. Indeed, when the fituation and circumfhnccs attending the- 
difputed territory are confidered, it muft be acknowledged that by allowing the emperor 
to fecure the poffeffion of them, the king would have grofsly deviated from that line oF 
policy which the intereft and welfare of his kingdom required him to obferve. 

The fix fm all cantons or provinces of Cleves, Juliers, Berg, La Mai k, Ravenfburg, . 
and Ravenftein lay upon the frontiers of France; and the competitors for them were 
not only near, but formidable neighbours, particularly the emperor. This confidera- 
tion alone was fufficient to fuperinduce the moll vigilant circumfpection in attending 
to their difpofal. The war, too, about to be entered upon, on their account, between- 
the different claimants, might poflibly become general throughout Europe and was there- 
fore an object in which Fiance inuft be deeply interefted. This would certainly be-- 
the cafe, were »he United Provinces alone concerned; their connection with the terri- 
tory in queftion being fo mnnifeft, that by giving it to the friends of Holland, tha- 
Spaniards and Auftrians would be in a manner expelled from Flanders ; whereas, were' 
the houfe of Auftria allowed to take quiet poffeflion of it, the United Provinces, would*, 
be expofed to defr.ru£r.ion. 



If the object inqueftion be farther confidered, with regard to its influence on the great 
defigns which had been formed by Henry, for the depreffion of the houfe of Auftria, it will-' 
be found to have offered the beft poffible means for engaging in the promotion of thofo 
defigns fuch powers as could not otherw ife be brought to approve of them.- It afforded 
the furefl opportunity of attaching to France all the princes of the empire, of reftorin<* 
the liberty and dignity of the Germanic body, giving a fatal blow to the imperial pow- 
er, and of linking the whole houfe of Auftria with confternation : and this advantage,, 
which France, from motives of intereft, fhould have endeavoured to obtain, fhe would 
in that cafe enjoy, as the effe£t of dilinterefled generofity towards perfecuted princes^ 
without exciting either jealoufy or envy So . 

Motives of gratitude, alfo, were not wanting to influence the conduct of Henry 
in this particular. The princes whom he propofed to aflift had rendered him real and 
cffent.alfervices; and had, on all occafions, fhewn that nothing but inability had pre- 
vented them from performing ftill greater. When Francis the Firft affifted Philip land- 
grave of Heffe, in reftoring duke Ulric to the poffeffion of the duchy of Wirtembure • 
when Henry the Second joined Maurice, eledor of Saxony, to refcue.the German 

* M«moir« lit Sully, iy. jravft. 
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princes from the oppreffions of Charles the Fifth, their pcifonal honour alone, and 
that of their crown, induced them to take thole fteps under very confiderable incon- 
veniences. But the inducements of Henry were infinitely lironger> and the htuation of 
Europe more favourable to his views. 

The plan was agitated in the council, where every real friend to his country gave it 
a decided approbation.; but the fecret parti fans of Spain, the fupportersof the late League, 
the enemies of the Calvinifts, and the difaffedted French, jealous ofthe glory or the king 
and the profperity of the kingdom, uied their utmoft endeavours to difiuade Henry from- 
engaging in thofe great defigns which he had lo much at heart : but finding all their ef- 
forts ineffectual, all their arguments impotent, and perceiving that he was on the point 
of carrying his plans into execution, they had recourfe to all the dark and dangerous 
arts of intrigue. They took advantage of Henry's propenfity to pleafure, and endea- 
voured to raife a conflict in his mind, between his love of fame, and thofe inclinations' 
which, ftrengthened the attractions of a life of eafe and voluptuoufnefs. They endeavour- 
ed to fill his mind with fufpicions of the whole body of Proteftants-, and particularly 
of his favourite minifter, the duke of Sully: they reprefented his kingdom as torn by 
contending faftions, who eagerly expected a war, during which they hoped to perpetrate 
with impunity their acts of trealon; and they infinuated that the princes, whom he was 
going to protect, were artful deceivers, who fecretly laughed at all. his vain projects. 

Thefe infinuations had fome effect on Henry ; but a circumftance fortunately oc- 
curred, at this period, to fix his wavering mind. The German princes, to the number 
of eighteen or twenty, of their own accord, and in oppofition to the emperor, held an 
affembly at Hall in Sxiabia, to deliberate on the means of reftoring the circles to their 
former liberty. The Venetians, the prince of Orange, the ftates of Holland, and the 
duke of Savoy, who had, after much negociation, at length confented to adopt the views 
and fecond the projects of France, fent deputies to tlu's- affembly to reprefent them: 
the manifeftos which were induftrioufly circulated ; the prevailing topics of public 
difcourfe ; and the fecret intimations of the French agents, produced fo good an effect, 
that the impofition of rcftraints on the ambition of the houfe of Auftria became a 
fubject of public difcuffion with the affembly ; who finally refolved, that ambaffadors 
ihould be fent to the king of France, in the name of the confederated princes, to offer 
him all their forces, and to demand a promife of his affifiance, whenever it might he 
requifite: thefe ambaffadors experienced a favourable reception, and all their requifitions 
were complied with. 

The military preparations were now carried on with additional vigour; and all obfh- 
«les to the completion of the plan feerued to be removed. A treaty of alliance had 
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been figned with the duke of Savoy; the king of Sweden offered to become an ally 
to France ; and, to connect the interefts of both crowns more clofely, he gave the king 
to underftand that he intended to leek, in France, for a confort for his fon, who, though 
very young, evinced an earneft defire to fecond the generous refolutions of his father: 
the kings of England and Denmark were ftrongly diipofed to favour the undertaking; 
the Protectants of Hungary, Bohemia, Moravia, Silefia, and Upper Auftria, ft i init- 
iated by the agents of Fiance, and ftill more determined by the cruelties which the 
Imperial minifters, at the inftigation of the Jefuits, exercifed againft them, had lately 
given affurances, that, as foon as war ftiould be declared, they would make a powerful 
diverfion on the borders of Germany : the elector of Bavaria entered into an un- 
limited engagement with the French, upon condition that he ftiould be chofen to fucceed 
the emperor, and actually nominated king of the Romans: the Swifs cantons evinced 
the moft favourable difpofition towards France; and in ftiort fcarce any of the neigh- 
bouring powers could re lift the allurements that were held out to them. The pope him- 
felf, in appearance the moft difficult to be gained, fhovved that he was not infenfible to 
the calls of intereft or ambition. When the duke of Sully told the nuncio, that- he in- 
tended to make his mafter a king, he thanked him for the intelligence, which, he faid, 
was the beft that he could ever impart to his hohnefs. 

The ftorm now began to gather on the fide of Germany, where the princes had aclu- 
ally levied, for the grand army deftined forCleves, twenty thoufand foot, and four thou- 
fand horfe, with a train of artillery confifting of fifty pieces of cannon : the carriages, 
horfes, mules, and baggage, were well-furniftied, and in a fit condition for fervice. As 
foon as the levies were complete, the army began to file off towards Cleves; and al- 
though no declaration of war bad yet taken place, the king prepared to fecond the 
efforts of his allies. 

The following fpring was deftined to fee th» royal ftandard of France difplayed on the 
frontiers of Germany, though Henry refolved to avoid every thing which might wear 
the femblance of an invafion, till within a few days of the period appointed for placing 
himfelf at the head of his troops. He wrote to the archduke, to inform him, that, be- 
ing folicited by the lawful heirs of the duke of Cleves to aflift them againft certain 
perfons, who, fupported by feveral powerful princes, attempted to poflefs themfelves of 
their dominions, he could not refufe them the aid they required ; and, as his troops would 
be under the neceflity of marching through the archduke's territories, he defired that 
they might be received as friends, in which cafe they would commit no ad of hoftility, 
and obferve the ftricleA difcipline. The archduke's anfwer, which did not ai live till 
fome time after, was cxpreflive of his compliance with the wiihes of Henry 81 . 

*' Sally, Iiv. xxvii. 
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A. D. 1610.] Such was the flate of affairs in France, at the conclufion of the year 
1609, the lafl months of which Henry had fokly employed in bringing his fchemc to 
perfection ; the longer he reflected, the more was he convinced of its propriety ; nor could 
the interefted remonfirances or infidious arts of the queen and her Italian courtiers effect: 
any change in his refolutions, or intermiffion in his labours. Having verified the ftate 
of his finances, and fou.id himfclf in poffeffion of refources the moft ample, with a fund 
of ready money amounting to thirty-fix million of livres, (about a million and a half 
fieri. ng) he nominated perfons in whom he could confide as ambaffadors to foreign 
courts; and provided for the fafety of the ftate during his abfence. The government 
was deftined for the queen, with the title of regent; afliiledby a council, without which 
flie could come to no decifion* whatever. This council was compofed of the cardinals de 
Joyeule and du Perron; the dukes of Mayenne, Montmorenci, and Montbazon ; the 
inarefchals Briffac and Fervaques ; Chatcauneuf, chancellor to the regency ; De Harlay, 
Nicolai, Chateauvieux, Liancourt, Pontcarre, Gevres, Villemontee, and Maupeou. 
The council was not only obliged to act in conformity to the inflrudtions they fhould 
receive, but were alfo retrained from any final determination on affairs of confequence, 
without having given previous information to his majefly, and received his pofitive or- 
ders on the fubject. 

But during thefe political and military preparations, others of a very different nature 
were making in the capital, which the king beheld with deep regret ;- thefe laft were for 
the intended ceremony of the queen's coronation: fo flrong was the reluctance of 
Henry to this meafure, that nothing but the dread of mortally offending the queen couli 
have extorted his confent to it. No fooner had that princefs obtained an order for the 
ceremony, than fhe accelerated the preparations with uncommon eagernefs. The mo- 
tives urged by her minions for her fpeedy coronation we have already noticed; motives 
which mufl either be confidered as the refult of criminality the moft profligate, or folly 
the mofl extravagant. Henry propofed to leave Paris immediately after the ceremony ; 
and as the delay occafioned thereby could not exceed a fortnight, orders were iffued for 
all the troops to march, without delay, to the province of Champagne. Six thoufand 
Swifs were conducted to Moufon by the duke of Rohan ; and the fineft train of artillery 
which France had ever been miftrefs of was forwarded to the army. 

The myfterious conduct of the houfe of Auflria, at this perilous conjuncture, affords a 
vaft fcope for conjecture, and the flrongefl grounds for fufpicions of the darkeft nature. 
Though no flranger to the hoflile defigns of Henry, and aware of the powerful com- 
bination of her moft inveterate enemies, flimulated by refentment for oppreffion fuflain- 
ed, and injuries received, fhe remained quiet, tranquil, and inactive: neither feeking by 
negociation to avert, nor by vigorous preparations to refifl, the florin that lowered over 
her head. In vain does the mind feek for fome natural caufe for a conduct thus flrange 
and unaccountable; it cannot poflibly be afcribed to any one fyflem of rational policy: 
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no poflibility appeared of avoiding the meditated blow, and yet no meafures were adopted 
for warding it off! It muft be confefTed, that not the fmallefr. proof has been difcovered 
that the Auflrians were privy to the dark tranfaction that enfured their fafety ; but their 
conduct moll indifputably affords the ftrongeft preemption of their guilt: the fangui- 
nary principles of the court of Spain had already brought the prince of Orange to the 
grave, and had planned the deflruction of Elizabeth; to afcribe the fame effects to the 
prevalence of the fame principles, when a thoufand circumflances combine to corroborate 
the fufpicion, appears to he warranted by juftice. 

The accounts given by the duke of Sully of the fecret bodings of Henry's mind are equal- 
ly certain, and not lefs extraordinary. His apprehenfions and terrors at times overcame his 
rcafon, and almoft drove him to defpair. The nearer the time appointed for the queen's 
coronation approached, the more thofe terrors and apprehenfions encreafed. To Sully 
alone did he reveal his fentimentson the occafion: " O my friend/" — faid the king to his 
minifler — " this coronation docs not pleafc me ; / know not whence my fears arife, but my 
«' heart tells me fome fatal accident will happen." He had no fooner uttered thefe words, 
than he threw himfelf on a chair, and refigned him-felf to all the horrors of his gloomy 
apprehenfions : after remaining fome time in a profound reverie, he fuddenly flarted up, 
and ftriking his hands together, exclaimed — " Pardicu, J Jhail die in this city; they will 
M murder me here ; J fee plainly that they have made my death their only refource. 0 ! this 
44 accurfed coronation, it will be the caufe of my death !" — "My God, Sire," faid Sully 
to him one day when he was talking in this ftrain — "what a dreadful idea have you 
" conceived; if you perfift in it, it is my opinion that you ought to prevent this coro- 
«* nation, defer your journey, and give upthewar; if fuch be your wifh it can he eafily 
44 gratified." After a fhort paufe, Henry replied, " Yes, break oft' this coronation, and 
44 let me never hear it mentioned again ; my mind will then be freed from thofe appre- 
44 henfions which the advices I have received have given xife to: I fhall, in that cafe, 
14 leave this city, and have nothing to fear." 

44 1 would not yield to your folicitations,"— purfucd the king— 44 but that it has been 
44 fofttold to me I fhould be murdered at a public ceremony, and in a coach, and hence 
44 proceed my fears."— 44 You never mentioned this to me, Sire, before;"— returned 
Sully — 44 and I have frequently been furprized at hearing you cry out when in a coach, 
44 and teftify fuch alarm at a danger fo trifling: you, whom I have often beheld unmoved 
44 amidft the rage of battle; amidft volleys of cannon and mufquet fhot* and encom- 
44 pafled by fwords and pikes. However, fince you are fo ftrongly prepoffeffed with 
14 this idea, and it affects you fo deeply, T would advife you, fire, to depart to-morrow ; 
44 let the coronation be pel formed without you, or defer it till fome other time; and let 
44 it be long ere you return to Paris, or get into a coacTi. ShalTl fend dirc&ly to the 
44 cathedral, and to Saint Denis, to put a flop to the preparations, and difmifs the work- 
** men?" 44 1 would willingly confent to what you propofe"— faid the king— 41 but 

44 what 
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t* what will my wife, who has this coronation ftrangely in her head, fay to It?" " Let 
** her fay what lhe will" — returned Sully, who favv his propofal had greatly pleafed the 
king — " However, I cannot believe fhe will continue obftinate, when fhe knows what 
*' apprehenfions you labour under." 

Sully waited for no farther commands, hut immediately fent orders to flop the prepa- 
rations : he then waited on the queen, to whom he difclofed what had paffed between 
Henry and himfelf; but though he employed the moft peifuafivc arguments, and for 
three whole days never ceafed to folicit her compliance with a requeft fo reafonable, he 
was unable to prevail ; the obdurate princefs rejected with difdain his • prayers and en- 
treaties, and perfifled in her determination to be crowned on the appointed day 8l . Henry 
was deftined to yield ; and as, in thofe moments when his natural vivacity rofe luperior 
to his apprehenfions, he was the firft to condemn his own weaknefs, he forbore to men- 
tion the fubjecl of the coronation, and fuffeied the queen to have her will. As the pre- 
parations, however, continued, his fears returned, and he frequently exclaimed to Sully, 
«' Ah! my friend, I fhall never go out of this city: they will murder me here : this 
»< accurfed coronation will be the caufe of my death." 

To ftrengthen and confirm thefe apprehenfions of Henry, advices of a defign again (I 
his perfon continued to be received. Schomberg, while at dinner with the duke of 
Sully, received a note from a mademoifelle de Gournai, informing him of the particul irs 

Sl The queen's conduit, on this occafion, gives rife fo a variety of conjectures, of which the two fallowing appear 
to be thenioft ftrong, and, indeed, naturally to refult from an attentive conftderation of the cafe. Either fhe hei - 
felf was privy to the intended affaffination of the king; or her Italian favourites had formed the deteftable project, 
without informing her of it, and contrived, hy the afcendancy they had acquired over her mind, to render her in- 
ftrumental to their defigns. In either cafe Mary was highly culpable; if (lie knew of the plot the whole compafs 
of our language can afford no expreffions fufheiently ftrong to mark the execration her infamy muft neceffarily ex- 
cite- but, admitting fhe were really ignorant of the defigns of her minions, her refufil to grant a requeft on which 
the happinefs of her hufband effentially depended, was a grofs deviation from that indifpenfable duty which !he 
©wed to her confort and her fovereign. At all events, it feems clear that the Auftrians, with whom the queen's 
favourites maintained a private correfpondence, were by them apprized of the fcheme that was in agitation, and to 
fuch knowledge alone can the inactivity of the former, under circumftances fo alarming, be rationally afcribed. 
Peiefixe, archhifhnp of Paris, who lived in the following reign, and who wrote the life of Henry the Fourth, tdlb 
us, (p. 409) that many confpiracies were formed againft the perfon of that worthy monarch ; fince he received in- 
telligence of the fame from different quarters ; fince printed accounts of his death were publifhcd in the dominions 
of Spain: fince a courier palled through the 'city of Liege eight days before he was murdered, who faid, he was 
going with news of his affafunation to the princes of Germany; and fince a note was found on the altar of the 
church, at Montargis, containing a prediction of his approaching death, by a method already determined upon. 

The various prognol^ications that were made on the death of Henry were, probably, circulated for the purpofe of 
weakening fufpicion, by dividing it between different objects; of familiarizing the minds of the people with the 
horrid event; and of deterring Henry's German allies from continuing their preparations againft the houfe of 
Auftria, by inftilling into them a belief that they would fpeedtly be deprived of their firmcft fupport. 
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of a confpiracy, which fhe had learned from a madame d'Ecoman, who had been in 
the houfhold of the marchionefs of Verneuil. This woman accufedthe marchionefs her- 
felf, and feveral other perfons of diftincTion, as the principal agents in the plot; when 
fhe was afterwards examined, fhe firmly maintained her depofition, and perhfted in it to 
her death. 

Meanwhile, the ceremony of the coronation was performed on Thurfday, the thir- 
teenth of May, with unufual magnificence ; the Sunday following was fixed for the 
public entry of the queen ; and on the fubfequent day Henry had determined to quit 
Paris, and place himfelf at the head of his army. But the queen's entry being on fomc 
account deferred till the twentieth, the king's departure was of courfe delayed for a few 
days. On the morning of the nineteenth 83 the king had intended to pay a vifit to the 
duke of Sully, at the arfcnal, but the indifpofition of that nobleman induced him to 
poftpone his intention ; he had already pafTed a fleeplefs night, and with the return of 
day, his fears and apprehenfions feemed to acquire freih ftrength. He attended mafs, and 
was obferved to pray with more than ufual fervour ; in reftlefs inquietude the morning 
pafTed away, and, after a vain effort to compofe himfelf to reft, he ordered his coach, and, 
accompanied by the dukes of Epernon and Montbazon, the nurefchal" Lavardin and Ro- 
quelaure, the marquifles de la Force and Mirabeau, and du Pleffis Liancourt, his mafter 
of horfe, determined to proceed to the arfenal. Vitry, the captain of his guards, was 
by his order difpatched to the palace to haften the preparations for the queen's entry ; 
and the carriage was only attended by a fmall number of gentlemen on horfeback, and a 
few of the royal footmen 84. The curtains were all drawn up that the king might as 
he parTed obferve the preparations that were every where making by the citizens for the 
reception of the queen. As the coach was turning out of the ftreet of Saint Hcnore 
into that of La Feronnerie, which was then extremely narrow, an embarrafTment occa- 
fioned by the meeting of two carts obliged it to ftop. The majority of the attendants 
immediately took a nearer way, and two footmen only were left, one of whom went be- 
fore to clear the paffage, while the other ftaid behind to tie up his garter. At this in- 
ftant, as the king turned to read a letter to the duke of Epernon, he received a wound 
from a two-edged" knife, inflicted by a man who had raj fed himfelf for the purpofe on the 
wheel of the carraige: Henry had fcarcely time to exclaim — " I am wounded" — before 
a fecond blow more violent, and more fatally directed, pierced his heart, and, breathing 
only a deep figh, he funk a lifelefs corpfe upon the feat. 

The afTaflin was immediately fcized with the fatal inftrument in his hand, apparently 
glorying in the atrocious deed he had committed. By the prudence of the duke of Eper- 
non, he was refcued from the immediate fury of the royal attendants, and configncd 

•3 Memoires de Sully, liv. xxvii. »4 Pcrefixe—Matthieu— L'Etoile— Ri 6 »ult.. 
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to fafe cuflody. He proved to be a native of Angouleme, named Francis Ravaillac, who, 
quitting his province, repaired to the capital, where he endeavoured to gain a mifera- 
ble fubfiftence as an obfeure retainer to the law : failing in that attempt, he procured 
admiffion as a lay-brother in a convent of Feuillants ; but, was foon rejected by the 
monks as a wild and frantic vifionary ; and his difhefs had already reduced him to the 
necellity of imploring alms, when he formed the defperate defign of murdering his 
iovereign, to whicti, according to his own confeflion, he was urged by the belief that 
the king was going to wage war againft the pope, and that he had neglected to take 
proper meafures for the converfion of the Hugonots 55 . 

Thus periihed, by the hand of an alTaflin, in the fifty- eighth year of his age, and 
the twenty-flrfl: of his reign, Henry the Fourth, on whom his fubjeiSts, in admiration 
of his virtues and talents, had unanimoufly beflowed the honourable diitin&ion of Great. 
The leading features in the character of this magnanimous prince were honour and the 
love of Fame ; and thefe were fo happily blended with wifdom, prudence, and moder- 

*J I am aware that the printed trial of Ravaillac is calculated to confute the opinion I have advanced with 
regard to the premeditated plan for the affaflination of Henry ; but that trial is evidently defective, and there 
is too great reafon to believe that it was framed not for the purpofe of information, but for that of concealment. 
The duke of Sully, tells us (liv. xxvii.) that great care was taken to fupprefs all the papers relating to the trial of 
the regicide ; and this fuppreflion had generally been admitted as a fact of eftablifhed notoriety. To the reflec- 
tions juftly call on the judges on this account, it has alfo been added, that but little, if any, examination was made 
by them into the circumftances of the death of feveral perfons under confinement, (on account of the aflafli nation) 
which appeared to be effected by violent means; that they neglefted to examine many other perfons who were 
able to throw great light on the fubject, fuch as Ravaillac's mother, who knew very well that he left Angouleme 
on Eafter-day, before he had performed the devotions appointed for that feftival j many ot his relations, whom 
he had named in the courfe of his examination; the p?.rilh prieft of St. Severin ; a Bernardine monk, named 
Father Saint-Mary Magdalen; the Capuchins of Angouleme, who had given him a heart made of coft-mary root, 
and fome pieces (as they made him believe) of the true crofs, which they told him would cure him of a fever , 
Guillbaut, a canon of Angouleme ; Father Gilles Ofieres, ancient vifitor of the order of Cordeliers at Paris; Le 
Fdvre, or Febure, a monk of the fame order; feveral of the cardinal du Perron's Almoners whom Ravaillac, de- 
clared he knew by fight, though not by name ; and many other». It has alfo been confidered as a fubject for 
cenfure, that Ravaillac was fo earelefsly guarded in prifon, that perfons of all denominations were futfered to have 
free intercourfe with him. It has likewife been afferted — though the affertion, it muft be owned, requires con- 
firmation that after Ravaillac was fattened to the horfes, in order to be pulled afunder, he del'ired fome one to take 

down his confellion; when Voifin, the clerk, ftepped forward for that purpofe, but wrote itfo ill Chat, though faid to 
be in cxiftence fifty years ago, no notary or fcrivener had yet been found fufficiently fkilful to decypher a angle: 
word of it. 

The inference drawn from thefe confiderations is this — that the parliament were reftrained from the ftri& dif- 
charge of their duty by the apprehenfion that the difcovery and promulgation of the truth might reduce them to the 
neceffity of proceeding, with vigour, againft a number of perfon?, whofe high/ rank and Italians would render 
any attempt at punifhment dangerous and probably ineffectual. There certainly was fome dc;p nayftery attend- 
ing this dark bufinefs, which never h»S been, and apparently, never will be, cleared up. 
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atibn ; that they were always rendered fubfervient to the welfare and happincfs of hi* 
people. Impreffcd with a juft fenfe of the duties of a king, he heJd all acls of oppref- 
fion in abhorrence, and adminiflered juftice with an impartial hand 86 . Brave and un- 
daunted in the hour of danger; in adveifity calm, firm, and collected ; in profperity, 
temperate and equitable ; Henry feemed peculiarly formed for the ftation he was defin- 
ed to fill. With a mind alike compiehenfivc and acute, he could, with little reflec- 
tion, fimplify and decide on fyflems of policy, and projects of improvement, the mo ft 
intricate and complex. In all matters of public concern, no fubject was too high for 
his understanding, and none too low for his attention. His ambition was truly royal ; 
its object, the profperity of the ftate by the eftablifhment of a folid and permanent 
tranquillity ; the foul of Henrv was a ftranger to tbe fordid motives of intereft ; in 
his grand fcheme for the depreffion of the houfe of Auftria, he had pre-detcrmined that,, 
however great his fuccefs, no acceffion of territory fliould be the confequence of his ef- 
forts. Candid, affable, fincere, grateful, compaffionate and generous, he confidercd 
himfelf as the father of his iubjedls, whom he loved with paternal tendernefs. He fre- 
quently was heard to repeat an earneft wifh that glory might mark the laft years of his 
life, and render them, at once, ufeful to the world, and acceptable to God 87 . 

But while we bellow on the virtues of this prince the commendation they fo rich- 
ly deferve, we fhould ill difcharge the duty of an hiftorian, were we to fuifer his frail- 
ties and vices to pafs without a comment. His propenfity to play was carried to ex- 
ct-fs, and, though productive of no inconvenience to his people, it was neverthelefs 
highly blameable, as it offered a bad example to his courtiers, many of whom, by en- 
couraging the fame fpirit, were involved in the greatefi diftrefs. His paffion for wo- 
men, too, from its gratification too unlimited and unrefirained, was equally obnoxious 
to cenfure ; yet this propenfity, the moft natural that man can experience, is, probably, 
entitled to a greater degree of indulgence than other vices which have not an im- 
pulfe of nature for their origin : and though it be indifputably the duty of a monarch 
to impofe a proper reftraint on his paffiofis, yet the extraordinary temptations under 
which he continually labours fhould certainly be admitted,.in particular cafes, as a pair 



M On twelfth-day, as the king, was going to receive the Sacrament, M. <le Roquelaure, who had been previoufly 
foliciting the pardon of his kinfman (Saint-Chaumont) whom the king had ordered to be feverely punifhed for an. 
adt of opprefiion he had committed, took the opportunity to renew his folicitations ; obferving to Henry that he 
ought to pardon him for the love of that God he was going to receive, and who would only foiffive fuch as had 
extended equal forgivenefi to all who had given then offence. To this Henry replied—" Be gone, and ceafe 
" your entreaties ; I am aftonifhed you fhould make this requeft to me at a time when I am going to declare to 
» God my refolution to do juftice to all men, and to aflt his pardon for having negledted fo to do." Mpnoim m , 
1'Uijhiit dc France, torn, 262. , 

*7 Sully, liv. ?£. 
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iiative, though not an cxcufe, for his failings. But though Henry's paflion for the 
fair fcx was extreme, yet he never fuffered them to regulate the choice of his minifters, 
decide the fate of his fervants, or influence the deliberations of his council ss . It was 
his daily prayer to God to giant him three things — Firft, that he would be pleafed to 
pardon his enemies ; Secondly, to grant him a vi£lory over his pnflions, and especially 
ftnfuality ; and, Thirdly, that he might make a right ufe of the authority God had 
given him, and never abufe it 89 . 

Henry left three fons and three daughters by his queen, Mary of Medicis : viz.. 
Lewis, who fucceeded him in the throne; the duke of Orleans, who died in his 
fourth year, before he had received any name 90 ; and John Baptifte Gallon, who alfo 
bore the title of duke of Orleans : the daughters were Elizabeth, who married Philip 
the Fourth, king of Spain; Chriftiana, confort to Vi£tor Amadeus, prince of Pied- 
mont, and afterwards duke of Savoy ; and Henrietta Maria, wife to Charles the Firlf, 
of England. 

His natural children were more numerous : he acknowledged eleven ; fix by Gabrielle 
D'Efhces, viz. Cefar, duke of Vendome ; Lewis, Francis, and Ifabella, who died young ; 
Alexander, grand-prior of France; and Catharine Henrietta, wife to Charles, duke of 
Elbeuf : two by the marchionefs of Verneuil; Henry, duke of Verneuil and bifhop of 
Metz ; and Gabrielle, wife to Bernard de Nogaret, duke de la Vallette, and afterwards 
duke D'Epernon : by Jacqueline Du-Beuil, countefs of Moret, he had Anthony, count 
of Moret, who was killed at the battle of Caftclnaudary, in 1632: and by Charlotte 
des Effarts, countefs of Romorantin, he had two daughters; Jane, abbefs of Fonte- 
yraud ; and Maria-Henrietta, abbefs of Chelles. 

8S Henry's intended declaration of war againft the houfe of Auftria, with a view to humble the pride and check, 
the ambition of that afpii ing family, whofe projects had become highly dangerous to the other powers of Europe, 
hziy by fome authors, been afcribed-folely to his eagernefs to recover the princefs of Conde. But this falfe and 
malicious accufation has been amply confuted by the duke of Sully, who was acquainted with Henry's moll fe- 
cret thoughts, and who, as he nevercountenanced his foibles while living, never ftrove to conccsl, or «ven pal- 
liate, his defects when dead. The author of a book 1 ecently publifhed, entitled " The Crimes of the Kings of Frame," 
has, however, prefumed to renew the accufation, feeking to impofe on the credulity of the ignorant by the bold- 
nefs of his ailertions. This book, which is written, if I miftake not, by Marat, one of the modern Parifian re- 
gicides, is compofed of a feries of malignant invectives, artful exaggerations, atrocious calumnies, and notorious 
talfhoods ; the tranfiation is truly worthy the original ; every page of it exhibits fome grofs and grammatical in- 
accuracy ; it is replete v/ith Gallkifins the moft difgufting ; the meaning of the author is frequently miftakea 
or imperfectly expreffed ; the ftile would difgrace a fchool-boy of thirteen; and through the whole of the pub- 
lication a fhameful ignorance, as well of the Engliih as of the French language, is incefTantly difplaved. The 
Jranflator's preface is of a piece with the reft ; and there can be no doubt bat that the book was publifhed mere-- 

t« promote the views of a defperate faction, at the expence of decency and truth. 

*9 Macthieu, torn. ii. p.. 838. 9° Mczerai, torn. x. p. 400. 



Man j,' 



JO HISTORY OF FRANCE. [l6lO. 

Many falutary laws and wholefome regulations for the fecurity of trade, the ex- 
tenfion of commerce, and the correction of abufcs, were enforced during the reign of 
Henry the Great. The high intereft which money bore at this period was deemed high- 
ly prejudicial to the ftate ; by that means people were enabled to obtain as large an in- 
come by remaining in a ftate of inactivity, as by the efforts of induftry ; for which rea- 
fon confiderable funis of money, put to intereft, remained ufelels to the public; where- 
as, without that mode of acquiring wealth, they would have been put into circula- 
tion, and employed in fome manner beneficial to the commonwealth. The lawful in- 
tereft of money, therefore, was fixed at fix per cent. This regulation took place 
in 1601. At the fame time, in order to encourage the French manufactories, the 
importation and ufe of foreign fluffs were forbidden, under fevere penalties : the ex- 
portation of fpecie from the kingdom was likewife prohibited, under painYf Jorfeiture of 
all anoney feized, and of confifcation of the eftates of the offender. Another mode of 
remedying this inconvenience was adopted foon after, by raifing the value of the cur- 
rent coin. The crown-piece, called ecu d'orau folell, which was valued at fixty fols 
tournois, was raifed to fixty-five; that called ecu pijiolet, worth fifty-eight fols, to fixty- 
two ; and all other gold coin in proportion: the filver franc of twenty fols was railed 
one fol and four deniers. This laft meafure is highly extolled by the hiftorian Mat- 
thieu, and as highly cenfured by M. Le Blanc, in his ingenious treatife on coins. 

In order to facilitate the intercourfe of one province with another, for commercial 
purpofes, Sully had conceived the defign of forming a junction, by means of a canal, 
between the rivers Seine and Loire; the work having met the king's approbation, was 
begun, and confiderable progrefs was made in it, at the time of Henry's alTaffination ; 
it was refumed and finifhed, at a fubfequent period. This canal takes its rile at the 
fmall town of Briare, and extends to Montargis, a diftance of about thirty miles. 

Henry was extremely anxious to promote the eftablifhment of manufactures of filks 
and fluffs of all kinds ; and he expended very confiderable fums in the attempt. They 
were not, indeed, brought to any great degree of perfection during his reign; but he 
had the merit of laying the foundation of a ftru&ure that was afterwards rendered highly 
beneficial to the kingdom. 

In the year 1603, a French colony was fent to Canada, under the direction of the 
Bieur Da Mont. The firft company for carrying on a trade to the Eaft-Indies was in- 
stituted in France under the reign of Henry the Fourth. The plan of it was formed 
by a Fleming, named Gerard-Le-Roy. The edift of its eftablifhment, dated the firft 
of June 1604, grants many exemptions and privileges to the company; by the fifth 
and fixth articles it was enacted, that gentlemen might become members of the company, 
without fubjeaing themfelves to degradation. But the difficulty of procuring an add 
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quate fund, diffention among the members, and fome other obftacles, prevented the per- 
fection of this plan, which was referved for the fupcrior talents of Colbert. 

One of the moft falutary laws paffed during this reign for the fecurity of trade was 
intended to prevent fraudulent bankruptcies. It was publifhed in 1609: by this law 
it was enadted, that all fraudulent bankrupts fhould be confidered as public robbers, 
and, as fuch, punifhed with death; that all donations, grants, fales, and alignments 
made by them, to their children, heirs, friends, or pretended creditors, fhould be an- 
nulled, and thofe who accepted them punifhed as accomplices, provided it fhould appear 
to the judges that the tranfadtion had been acccmplifhed with the intent to defraud the 
real creditors : all perfons were likewile forbidden, under pain of being confidered as ac- 
complices, to afford a retreat to fuch bankrupts, their fecurities, clerks, or factors ; asallb 
to receive any of their goods, papers andeffedts, or to give them the fmalleft affiftance : 
all perfons were permitted to detain them without a warrant, and to bring them to juf- 
tice, notwithftanding any edidt or cuftom to the contrary : and, laftly, the real creditors 
of the bankrupts were forbidden to make any agreements or contracts with them, or 
with any perfons adting for them, under pain of lofing their debts, and fubjedting them- 
felves to criminal profecution. An action at law was the only mode left open to them. 

The barbarous cuftom of duelling prevailed to fuch a degree during this reiojn. that 
according to a computation made in 1607, no lefs than four thoufand gentlemen had been 
killed in duels fince the acceffion of Henry to the throne 91 . It muft be acknowledged 
that the martial difpofition of Henry had greatly tended to encourage the pradtice ; 
though he endeavoured to put a ftop to it by the molt rigorous edidts. By anedidt, pub- 
lifhed at Blois, in June, 1602, duelling was declared to be high-treafon ; and a power 
■was given to the conftable and marefchals of France to examine the ground of difputes 
between individuals, and to fix the proper reparation for the injury received. Another 
edidt was paffed at Fontainebleau, in 1609, for the fame purpofe : infamy, degradation, 
and even death, in particular cafes, was, by both edidts, declared to be the penalty of 
difobedience 

One regulation, however, adopted by Henry at the inftigation of the duke of Sully, 
has been highly cenfnred by different writers — we mean, the law for rendering offices of 
juftice hereditary. The promulgation of this edidt occafioned great murmurs and com- 
plaints ; — it was urged, that the purchafe of thofe offices being, thereby, raifed to an ex- 
orbitant price, the nobility and people of merit would be totally excluded from them, and 
they would, in future, be monopolized by monied men, whereby the vexations that oc- 
curred in the adminiftration of juftice, would be increafed inltead of diminifhed. But 
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cardinal Richelieu was fo fully perfuaded of the wifdom and policy of the meafure, that 
he not only continued it during his adminiftration, hut devoted the firft fecTion of.his 
«« Political Teftamcnt" to prove the impropriety of abolifhing either the fale or inheri- 
tance of offices of juftice. One of the chief motives with Henry for patting the edict, 
■was the confideration that nothing had contributed fo much to enable the duke of Guife 
to render himfelf powerful in the League againft the king and ftate, as the great number 
of officers he had, by his intereft, brought into the principal pofts of the kingdom. The 
arguments of the cardinal were plaufive, and, applied to the times in which he lived, 
carry great weight with them; but, if confidered as tending to enforce a general rule, 
we muft reject his authority, and ftrongly difTent from his principles. 

By virtue of this edicl, called the edict of the Droit Annuel, the officers of juftice were 
obliged to pav the fixtieth part of the produce of their offices cverv ninth year, a cuftom 
which continued in force till the latter end of the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, when 
they were compelled to purchafe an exemption from the tax. The Droit Annuel had 
been fubjecled by Henry to various reftrictions that tended to temper its rigour, and 
avert its pernicious effects; but thefe were afterwards injudicioufly fupprefled. 

Henry expended confiderable fums in building and repairing churches and hofpitals, 
and in other works of public utility. He greatly embellifhed the royal refidence of 
Fontainebleau, and caufed avenues to be cut through the extenfive foreft adjoining. He 
completed the Pont Neuf, built the Place and Rue Dauphin, and erected feveral wharfs. 
He raifed numeious caufeways and bridges in various parts of the kingdom ; repaired 
moft of the public roads, and caufed trees to be planted on either fide of them. In order 
to prevent a fcarcity of corn, he publilhed feveral edicts, forbidding the converfion of 
arable land into pafture, and ordering the vineyards to be ploughed up. In fhort, fuch 
was his anxiety to promote the welfare and comfort of his lubjects, that be was fre- 
quently heard to declare, he Ihould not be content till he had enabled every peafant 
injiis dominions to eat meat as often as he chofe, and to have a fowl for his Sunday's 
dinner. 

By an edict dated July the feventh, 1605, Henry eftabli flicd a fund for the fupport of 
dif.ibled officers and luldieis, and lie affigncd them the boufc of Chriftian Charity, which 
belonged to the crown, for their refidence. Two years after he caufed the royal hofpital 
of Saint Lewis to be built ; for which purpofe he granted to the Hotel Dieu ten fols on 
every minor of f.dt (a meafure containing fomething lefs than an Engliih bufhel) , with- 
in the diflrict ol Paris, for fifteen years, and five fols for ever. 
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Wc have already, in different parts of our hiftory, given an account of the {Lite of the 
revenue, and of the public imports ; but by exhibiting under one point of view the regu- 
lar progrefs of the fyftem of taxation, the fubj(ct will be rendered more clear, fatisfac- 
tory, and intelligible. In the prefent advanced ftate of fociety, it becomes almoft fuper- 
fluous to oblerve, that- no kingdom whatever, whether fubjecr. to the government of one 
or many, can fubftft without the contribution of the people.; in other words, without 
the payment of taxes. For, admitting a ftate to be content with the power it already 
enjoys, anJ aveife from any acceffion of territory by the means of conqueft, ftill, in 
the common courfe of human events, it mil ft occafionaily have outrages -to revenge and 
rebels to reprefs. Innumerable neceftities, rifing within itfelf, muft indifpenfably be fup- 
plied by regular expences, the magnicude whereof muft be determined by the exigencies 
of the cafe. In France thefe expences, both ordinary and extraordinary, were — as has 
been before flievvn — defrayed by the revenues of the crown-lands ; and by taxes, under 
the denomination of free gifts, impofed and diftributed by a decifion of the ftates-general 
of the kingdom. But the fums thus railed were trifling when compared to thofe which 
were laid at a fubfequent period ; fince the ftates confined their grants to what was bare- 
ly neceffary as well within as out of the kingdom. So long as this fpirit of moderation 
and frugality was obferved the kings never found themfelvcs in want, but were able to 
defray all the current expences, without mortgaging or alienating the crown-lands. But 
mifmanagement at home, and wars abroad, by degrees occafioned a confiderable augment- 
tation of expence, and of courfe rendered an encreafe of imports a matter of neceflity. 

The Tallle, under which denomination were comprifed all capitations or affeffments 
levied on . individuals, in an arbitrary manner 94 , occafioned great dilcontents among the 
people when firft impofed : difcontents which not only fliook the throne, but even affect- 
ed the lives of fome of its early monarchs. The impofition of an exorbitant tax, under 
Philip Auguftus, produced an infurrection of the nobility, which defeated the king's de- 
fign. Saint Lewis left the ftrongeft injunction to his fon, to raife no money againft the 
V?ill of his fubje6ts, and without their confent. Philip of Valois, lefs fcrupulous, oc- 
cafioned a revolt of the principal cities, by his arbitrary mode of raifing taxes ; though, 
before his acceftion to the throne, he. had attended an aflembly of the notables, convened 
by Lewis Hutin, in which it was decreed, that every monarch fhould, at the time of his 
confecration, take an oath toimpofe no frefh taxes upon his people, without the authori- 
ty of the. ftates-general of the kingdom, lawfully affembled.. To this decree John, 
and Charles the Wife fubmitted; the demands of thefe monarchs for fupplies were 
moderate, and readily granted. . A tax levied on the people, without an aflembly of the 
ftates,i of confent of the nation, was conrtdered as one of the greateft evils of the unfor- 
tunate reign of the Sixth Charles, which Sully calls, The Grave of the French Laws, 
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and of the French Morals. Under Charles the Seventh, who had the expulfion of the 
Englifh from his country to effect, that neceffity which leffened the murmurs of the 
people encreafed the evil. He had the addrefs to change a temporary contribution into 
a fixed and fettled payment, which, from its being a perfonal affeffment, had the name 
of Taille. It was, however, eftablifhed in different provinces under different forms ; in 
fome it was called a poll-tax ; in others a tax upon eftates ; and in others a mixed tax 95 . 

The Taille was fixed by Charles the Seventh at eighteen hundred thoufand livres. 
Lewis the Eleventh encreafed it to four million, feven hundred thoufand livres. In the 
year 1498, at the death of Charles the Eighth, there were paid into the exchequer, after 
all expences were deducted, four million, four hundred and fixty-one thoufand, fix hun- 
dred and nineteen livres; in 1 5 15, at the death of Lewis the Twelfth, four million, 
-eight hundred fixty-five thoufand, fix hundred and feventeen livres. A prodigious ad- 
vance took place under Francis the Firft, at whofe death it appeared to have been raifed 
fourteen million, forty-four thoufand, one hundred and fifteen livres. Under Henry the 
Second it was lowered to twelve million, ninety-eight thoufand, fivc : hundred and fixty- 
three livres. It continued to diminifh in the two following reigns: under Francis the 
Second it produced only eleven million, one hundred and four thoufand, nine hundred and 
feventy-one livres; and in the reign of Charles the Ninth it was reduced to eight mil- 
lion, fix hundred and thirty-eight thoufand, nine hundred and ninety-eight livres. It 
rofe again , under Henry the Third ; at one period of whole reign, in 158 1 , it amounted to 
thirty-one million, fix hundred and fifty-four thoufand, -four hundred livres. Henry the 
Fourth, though encumbered with imrr.enfe debts, and various other heavy charges, ever 
anxious to relieve his fubjects, contented himfelf with a revenue of only fixteen mil- 
lions, half of which proceeded from the Taille, and half from the farms; and, by the 
exertion of uncommon frugality, and uncommon vigour in the correction of abufes, he 
rendered this fum fully adequate to defray all the expences of the ftate. 

After the obftinate difputes which hat! prevailed for fo great a length of time between 
-the Catholics and Calvinifts, it is rather a fubject for regret than a matter of aftonifhment, 
that much acrimony and violence fhould have appeared, during the reign of Henry, 
among the ecclefiaftics of either religion. Father Gonthier, a Jefuit, preaching before the 
king, in the church of Saint Gervafe, uttered the moft virulent invectives againft the Hu- 
gonots, on whom he repeatedly bellowed the appellations of vermin and fcoundrels. Yet 
we are told, by Mntthieu, the hiAorian' 6 , that there were more regularity, modefty, gravity, 
and moderation in tiie fermons of the Jefuits, than in many others. Marefchal D'Or- 
nano talking to Henry one day on this fubject, obferved, that if any Jefuit had dared 
♦.o preach before him in the fame ftrain which lather Gonthier had ufed in the pre fence 
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of his majefty, he would have ordered him to be thrown into the river the moment he 
left the pulpit 97 . The Calviniftic clergy are faid to have been equally virulent In their 
invedYives. It is dreadful to fee the minifters of the gofpel thus hurried away by their 
paffions, and encouraging a blind fpirit of refentment, when it is their peculiar province 
to propagate the doctrines of Chrillian charity and brotherly love; and their indifpcn- 
fable duty to enforce by their example the precepts they promulgate. 

In the year 1609 an edict was pafTed, whereby the demefnes aj^d all the eftates which 
belonged to Henry the Fourth, as king of Navarre, and which, till that time, had always 
been kept feparate from the crown of France, becaufe that prince had granted the in- 
come thereof to his fifter Catharine, were irrevocably united to it. Thefe territories com- 
prehended the duchies of Vendome and Albret; the counties of Foix, Armagnac, 
Bigorre, Gaure, Merle, Beaumont, and La Fere, with the vifcounty of Limoges. 

f* Msmoires pour l'Hiftoire de France, anno 160* 
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A. D. 1610.] THE death of Henry put an end to all thofe noble defigns which he 
had formed with a view to eftablifli the happinefs of Europe on a folid foundation ; 
nor were even the fchemes he had conceived for the immediate welfare of his fubjects 
permitted to furvive him. A far different fcene was the court of France now deftined 
to exhibit, from that which, under the late excellent monarch, had rendered it refpecta- 
ble, and refpefted by all the European powers. Economy, prudence, order and wifdom 
were banifhed from the council, and their place Was ufurped by rapacioufnefs, imbecil- 
lity, and political profligacy of every kind. 

As Lewis the Thirteenth, who now fucceeded to the throne, was only nine years of 
age, it became neceffary to appoint a regent j and the attainment of this important dig- 
nity fo wholly occupied the queen's thoughts and attention, that fhe had no time to 
devote to forrow : and, indeed, the palace, within a few hours after the death of its 
mailer, rather refembled the temple of joy than a houfe of mourning'. The duke of 
Epcrnon, eager to fecond the defigns of Mary, {rationed the French guards in the ftreets 
immediately contiguous to the convent of the Auguftins, where the parliament now 
met ; and as foon as the different chambers had affembled, the duke made his appearance, 
and, after he had difengaged his fword from the belt, he pointed to it with a menacing 
air, and faid — " It is (till in the fcabbard, but if the queen be not declared regent, be- 
** fore the court breaks up, it muff be drawn, and I forefee that blood will be flicd. 
f Some of you, gentlemen, require time for deliberation ; their prudence is unfeafona- 
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** ble: what Ipropofe maybe done to day without danger ; to morrow it will not beeffecl- 
" ed without flaughter V The judges looked at each other : aftonifhed at the propofcd 
innovation, of placing the government of the ftate in the hands of the queen, without 
the participation of the princes of the blood, and the great officers of the crown, they 
remained filent for fome time; but at length their fears proved ftronger than their pa- 
triotifm, and, knowing themfelves to be furroundedby an armed force, they thought it 
prudent to comply with the duke's requifitions. 

When the affembly broke up, the moft prudent members of the parliament expreffcd 
their deep concern at the lofs their country had fuftained in the death of a king who had 
its intereft and welfare fo much at heart. " We are now" — faid one of them — " once 
" more at the difcretion of an Italian : and what good can be expected from a regent, 
*' imperious, prodigal and inexperienced ? we muft in future depend upon Galigai s , and 
*' her hulband Conchini, who are the queen's confidents and fold to the court of Spain. 
" What confufion will their avarice and ambition occafion in the kingdom !" — " If" 
— obferved others — " the king had followed the advice that was given him, to banifh 
** this Italian crew, who were always employed in irritating the j aloufy, and aug- 
" menting the inquietude of the queen, perhaps wc fhould not have now to deplore the 
" lofs of that worthy prince. It is well known that Conchini and his wife threatened 
" the king's perfon, in cafe he fhould attempt to punifh their malice : and are not 
" people of this defcription very capable of fuborning an affaffin 4 ?" 

The day after the affaffination of Henry, the young king went to the parliament in 
perfon, to hold a bed of juftice, and to confirm the nomination of Mary to the regency- 
He was accompanied by his mother, the principal nobility, and the chief officers of the 
crown : the regent, in a fhort fpeech, recommended her fon to the protection of the 
court; and Lewis himfelf, in an harangue prepared for the purpofe, expreffed his deter- 
mination to follow their advice, and to purfue the glorious example which his father 
had fet him. As foon as the decifion of the preceding day had received a formal confir- 
mation, the affembly was diffolved. 

When Mary had thus fecured the eftablifnment of her authority, fhe thouglit of 
paying the laft duties to her murdered hufband: The body of Henry was opened and 
embalmed, and afterwards interred in the royal vault at Saint-Deuis : his heart was 

' Hiftoire de Lewis XIII. Le VafTbr, torn. i. liv. i. p. it. 
3 Leonora Galigai accompanied Mary of Medicis from Italy ; fhe was the queen's particular favourite ; in 4 
■Conchini, a native of the fame country, and of obfcure extraction, had married her in order to encreafe his 
own influeMC « court ; during the regency their united councils ruled France, and their miftrefs, with unbound?* 
***y. J Lc Vaffor, torn. i. liv. i. p. 31, 33 
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given to the Jefuits, who preferred it for fome time, in their church of Saint-Lewis, 
whence it was transferred to their college at La Fleche, which that prince had founded 5 . 

The next obje& of public attention was the trial of the affaffin, who was condemned 
to perifti by the mod exquifite torments. His fentence was executed on the twenty- 
feventh of May, at the place de Greve. After confefling the enormity of his crime at 
the door of the cathedral, he was conducted to the place of execution : having mount- 
' ed the fcaffbld, his right hand, grafping the inftrument with which he had perpetrated- 
the fatal deed, was confumed by fire : the flefli was then torn by red-hot pincers, from his 
breafts, arms, thighs, and the calves of his legs ; fcalding lend and oil, mixed with brim- 
ftone, wax, and pitch, were poured upon his wounds: and after an unfuccefsful effort 
to difmember his mangled body, ftill fenfible, by four horfes, the populace who had, 
during the execution, loaded him with execrations, ruflied upon him, and with various 
inuruments, tore him in pieces, and dragged his limbs, in frantic triumph, through the 
ftreets. 

During thefe trnnfadYions the firft princes of the blood, the prince of Conde, and the- 
count of SoifTons, were abient from the capital. The latter foon arrived at court, and 
exprefled the utmoft difpleafure when he found the bufinefs of the regency, which he 
maintained could not befettled without his confent and concurrence, already arranged. In 
order to render himfelf formidable, the count endeavoured to ftrengthen his party at 
court, but ]>e was unfortunately endowed with none of thofe qualities which are effen- 
tial to the acquifition of friends, and the conciliation of efteem ; and the regent foon 
found 'means to get rid of his oppofition, by the beftowal of honours and rewards. As 
the price of his conciliation with Conchini, and of his co-operation with the meafures of 
the court, the government of Normandy was taken from the king's brother and given 
to him. The regent, indeed, fpared neither pains nor expence to ftrengthen her govern- 
ment by encreafing the number of her partifans. She enlarged the penfions of the 
princes of Lorraine, which had been moderate during the late reign : fhe gave the 
Juke^of Guife two hundred thoufand crowns for the payment of his debts, and promif- 
ed to fecond his defign of marrying the rich heirefs of the houfe of Joyeufe. The 
duke of Epernon, who enjoyed the high port of colonel general of the infantry, and. 
many other lucrative places, had an apartment afiigned him in the Louvre, where he 
was treated with almoft the fame honour and diftincYion as the royal family. 

To the public council all noblemen and officers of the crown were indifcriminately 
admitted; but their deliberations were generally confined to the means of augmenting 
the revenue (without encreafing the taxes) in order to gratify their own rapacioufnels. 
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If, indeed, fome prudent refolutions were occafionally adopted, through the perfeverance 
of fome of the old minifters who ft i 11 preferved their integrity inviolate, they were all 
rendered ineffectual by the proceedings of a fecret council, coinpofed of different perfons, 
and actuated by different views. 

To thefe fecret councils, which were frequently holden at the dark hour of midnight, 
the queen admitted none but Conchini and his wife ; the pope's nuncio; the chevalier 
de Sillery; the duke of Epernon; Villeroi ; the prefident Jeannin; Arnaud ; Daret the 
phyfician ; Dolle ; and Father Cotton, a Jefuit. The fubject of their confultations was 
the total deftruction of that enlarged fyftem of policy which had been adopted and purfued 
by the late king : it was determined to promote an union between the crowns of France 
and Spain ; to renounce all the rnoft ancient alliances of the former with foreign princes; 
to repeal all edicts of pacification ; to extirpate the Proteftants ; to difgrace all fuch as 
refufed implicit obedience to the queen's favourites ; to diflipate all the treafures amaffed 
by Henry, by bribing the avaricious to fecond their meafures ; and to load with wealth 
and authority all whom it was their intereft to raife to the firft dignities of the ftate. 
To promote their iniquitous meafures, the fignature of Henry was frequently forged, 
and his feal, which ought to have been deftroyed at his death, made ufe of a . 

The firft object which neceffarily engaged the attention of the miniftry, was thedif- 
pofal of thofe great armaments which had been fet on foot by the late king, with a view 
to the accomplifliment of his grand object. Though this affair had been previoufly de- 
cided by the junto in their determination to court the friendfhip of Spain, it was never- 
thelefs fubmitted to an extraordinary council, with the fame folemnity, as if their advice 
were really to influence the conduit of government : a variety of opinions prevailed on 
the fubjeit: fome voted for an immediate difmiflion of the troops; others infilled upon 
the neceffity of fulfilling all the engagements which Henry had contracted with the 
princes of Germany ; a third fet maintained the propriety of only fending to the affif- 
tance of the princes eight thousand foot, and two thoufand horfe; and a fourth were of 
opinion that, inftead of troops, a fupply of money fliould be fent to thofe allies. The 
duke of Sully, who was mofl competent to fpeak on this i'ubjett, fince he was ac- 
quainted with all thedefigns of the late king, and had been confulted in all his operations, 
adapted liis advice to the prefent fituation of affairs. Perceiving there was no probability 
that Henry's projects would be put in execution, he urged the neceffity of immediately 
recalling all the orders which had been iffued for new levies ; of flopping all thofe which 
were already begun; and of difbanding all fuch as were completed: the reafon he af- 
llgned for this advice was, that this mull be done fooner or later, ar.d that by being 
-done without delay, the king would avoid a considerable expence, and the people a 
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confiderable burthen. Eut at ihe fame time the duke infilled on thencceffity of fulfilling 
the engagements entered into with the princes of Germany, to whom he propofed to 
fend deputies, to know whether they really flood in need of affifrance to accomplish the 
object they had in view; and, if they, did, to afk what fuccours they required.. 

Some days after this, Sully was fummoned to atterrd a more private council, at which 
were prefent only the queen, the conftable, the chancellor, and Villeroi. Here he re- 
peated the fame advice he had before given r and likewife infilled on the propriety of 
fupporting the dake of Savoy. The queen, however, interrupted him, by faying — " With' 
" refpect to the duke of Savoy, thefe gentlemen and myfelf had, before you came, talked 
11 overthat bufinefs, and we are all of opinion, thatthe intereft of the kingdom requires an 
" immediate reconciliation with Spain ; topromote which we are determined to fend one 
" of the princes of the blood to Madrid, to propofcan alliance between the two crowns 
** by means of a double marriage, which I know the Spaniards ilill wifh for as ardently 
•« as they did formerly; and while this negotiation is pending, which cannot be attend- 
*' ed with any great difficulty, or be protracted- to any length of time, we mull flatter 
" the duke of Savoy with the hopes of feeing- our engagements fulfilled." 

In vain did Sully remonftrate againft. the injuflice and impolicy of this conduct ; 
in vain did he reprefent to the queen that fhe could not, without violating that faith 
which had been fo folemnly pledged, abandon a pFince who had broken all his engage- 
ments with Spain, and openly declared himfelf againfl that crown, at the perfuafion of 
htr hufband ; that fince fhe had chofen to alter the fyftem of policy that had been purfued 
under the late reign, fhe ought to give the duke notice thereof, and conceal her views 
from the king of Spain, until, by a general reconciliation, aid thofe who had entered into 
an alliance with France fhould be extricated from the danger which now threatened 
them. This falutary advice was* wholly difregarded, and the queen continued to pu;»- 
fuc her own plan'. 

The prince of Conde no fboner received intelligence of the king's afTafnnation, than 
he began his journey to France, hoping, by making extraordinary hafte, to arrive time 
enough to aflert the rights given him by his birth, on anoccafion exactly fimilar to that in 
which the king of Navarre, his great uncle, had endeavoured to obtain a preference over 



7 By the treaty of Brufol, which had been- figned on the twenty-fifth of April, France was pl.dged to protect 
ihe duke of Savoy againft the attempts of Spain: (Memtht, de Nrven, t im . ii. p. iSo.J But that prince, being 
abandoned by the new council, was expofed to the refentment of the court of Madrid, the effeas of which 'he was 
^bhiced to avert by the moft humiliating concetliont. His fon threw himfelf at the feet of the king of Spain be- 
leeching h.m to take his father and all his houfe under his royal protection ; imploring his clemency, and, with the 
wioft humble fnbnufiion, aflunj kis pardon for all the cfJeactshe had corr milted againft hiw. 
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Catharine of Medicis. But being informed that the queen, without waiting for him or 
any other of the princes of the blood ; without fettling a council of regency as the laws 
required ; or obferving any of the forms ufual on fuch occafions, had been rather declared 
than chofen regent, he no longer indulged a hope of obtaining that dignity, and even 
began to entertain fears, that, on his appearance at court, where his prefence, after what 
had happened, could not be very acceptable, fome attempts would be made on his perfon. 
As he imagined, however, that nothing was fo likely to give weight to his demands as the 
refpecT: and diftincTion he Ihould experience from the nobility, he caufed them to he 
founded, and infinuated that he mould deem himfelf obliged to all who fliould go to meet 
him, and efcort him to Paris. 

On the fifteenth of July the prince of Conde arrived at the capital, accompanied by 
a body of five hundred gentlemen, whofe formidable appearance greatly alarmed the 
queen. She was fearful, that as the artillery, the Baftile, and the treafury were in his 
power, by means of the duke of Sully, who had joined his retinue, he might be led to 
make attempts highly dangerous to the ftate. The prince himfelf was equally miftrufl.- 
ful of her and her favourites. On his arrival, he received repeated information, that the 
<jueen, at the inftigation of the count of Soifions, had formed a defign of fecuring him 
and the duke of Bouillon. He experienced, however, a moft gracious reception, as well 
from the regent as the young monarch ; and, not daring to afTert his claims, he liftened 
to the advances that were made him, and fufFered his intereft to fubdue his principles. 
He had a penfion of two hundred thoufand livres given him, together with the palace of 
Conti, in the fuburb of Saint Germain, which had coft two hundred thoufand livres; 
and the county of Clermont ; befides fome other gratifications. 

The council at length made known their refolution with regard to the affair of the 
duchy of Cleves. The army of the confederated princes, joined to that of the united 
Provinces, had laid fiege to Juliers ; and the prince of Orange, who acted as commander in 
chief, had taken fuch meafures, that the place muftof neceflity have fallen into his hands. 
The French fuccours Were entirely ufelefs to him, becaufe the houfe of Auftria had 
levied no troops, nor made any preparations for refilling the progrefs of her enemies; 
and, after the reduction of this city, the war,as they propofed to carry it on,mufi fpeedi- 
ly be terminated. But the queen's private council thought they fhould exhibit a won- 
derful ftroke of policy, by granting to the princes, at this period, more than what they 
had been fo long and fo ineffectually foliciting. They knew the fituation to which the 
befieged city was reduced, and they were anxious to have the honour of taking it, as it 
could not poffibly hold out long after the arrival of the French troops. They likewife 
imagined that fuch a meafure would operate as an incitement to the king of Spain to lb- 
licit an alliance, for the conclufion of which he did not' appear to exprefs fufficient ca- 
ge rnefs ; and they were amamed of making all the advances themfelves. It was refolv- 
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ed, therefore, that a body of eight thoufand foot and twelve hundred horfe, with eight 
pieces of cannon, fhould be immediately fent to Juliers; and that the command of this 
army mould be given to the marefchal dela Chatre. . 

The reduction of Juliers compelled the emperor to lay afkle hi-s defign of fequeftering 
the difputed territories in the hands of the archduke Leopold; and the marquis of Bran- 
denburgh, and the count palatine of Ncwburgh,- quietly fhared the whole fucceflion be- 
tween them : the former had Cleves, La Mark, and Ravenfburg ; and the latter, Juliers 
and Bergta 

On the feventeenth of October, the ceremony of the king's coronation was performed 
with royal magnificence, at Rheims, by the cardinal de Joyeufe. The princes of Conde 
and Conti, the count of Soiflbns, the dukes of Nevers, Elbeuf and Epernon, occupied 
the places allotted to the ancient dukes of Burgundy, Normandy, and Aquitaine ; the 
counts of Thouloufe, Flanders, and Champagne 3 . . 

The abfolute authority which Conchini had acquired, though deftitute of talents, 
integrity, and experience, gave the moft ferious concern to all who had the intereft of 
tiieir country at heart. To ftrengthen that power which he had obtained by the moft 
difhoneft means, he had recourfe toall the arts of corruption and intrigue. The council 
exhibited a fcene of rapacity that made every honeft man fhudder; fcarcely any bufinefs 
was tranfacted there, but what related to gifts to the nobles ; augmentations of the pen- 
fions of perfons in office ; payment of debts which had been cancelled ; abatement of 
farms, the difcharge of farmers, and revocations of the contracts concluded for the rents* 
legiftries, and domains ; and the creation of new offices, exemptions, and privileges ; in < 
fhort, a thoufand fchemes were propofed to render the people wretched, inftead of ap- 
plying the treafures amaffl'd by the late king to their relief, as ought in juftice to havs 
been done, fmce circumliances were fo changed that the object for which they had been • 
raifed could not be accomplifhed. But the rapacity of the nobles woufd have fwal-» 
lowed up fums far more confiderable : a fliort account of their demands will fuffice to 
fliew its extent. 

The prince of Conde, befides what he had already obtained, advanced pretenfions to > 
the government of Chateau-Trompette, and of Blaye, as well as to the principality of • 
Orange. The count of SoifTons demanded the government of the old palace of Rouen, . 
and of the citadel of Caen; and required that a duty on linen cloth fhould be impofed 
for his profit. The duke of Lorraine demanded the payment of the whole of a fuin 
which the late king, by a private treaty, had confented to pay him, though by a fubfe» 
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quent arrangement it had been agreed that two thirds of it fhould be taken off. The 
duke of Guife folicited the payment of his debts, and the revocation of the duties on 
patents in Provence, with fome other emoluments. The duke of Mayenne demanded an. 
augmentation of the fums granted him by a treaty with Henry the Fourth. D'Egui!- 
lon required a donation oP thirty thoufand crowns ; the government of Kreffe, and the 
city of Bourg, and the appointment of ambaffador to Spain, with an exorbitant falary. 
Joinvilk, the government of Auvergne, or the fi t ft government that fhould become va- 
cant. Tbe duke of Nevers demanded the produce of the gabelles in Rethelois, with 
the governments of Mezieres and Saint Menehoud. The duke of Epernon, a body of 
infantry kept in conftant pay ; the reverfion of his government for his fon ; fortifica- 
tions to be raifed at Angouleme and Xaintes ; Metz, and the county of Merlin, taken 
from Montigny. The duke of Bouillon required a fum of money, which he pretended 
was due to him ; the profits arifmg from the Aids, Tailles, and Gabelles, in the vifcoun- 
ty of Turenne ; the arrears of his garrilbns and penfions during his exile; and the pri- 
vilege of holding general affemblies of the reformed religion. The chancellor demand- 
ed the money arifing from the petty feals; his falary to be doubled, and a patent of nobi- 
lity. Villeroi required, that a garrifon fhould be maintained at Lyons; that Saint 
Chaumont fhould be deprived of the poft of king's lieutenant of the Lyonnois ; that 
his fon, D'Alincourt, fhould have a marefchal's fiaff ; and that an agreement which 
Sully had made with him for the re-purchafe of the crown-lands in that province, fhould 
be annulled. 

It will be eafily fuppofed that Conchini's demands were not lefs exorbitant than the 
reft: he required a marefchal's ftaff; the governments of Bourg, Dieppe and Pont de 
L'Arche; a donation of the money produced by the fale of the offices of the Gabelle 
in Languedoc; together with the profits arifing from the reduction made upon public 
works, which had been granted to Moiffet and Feydeau. All the members of the queen's 
private council preferred their claims; every perfon who had any concern with govern- 
ment, or who held any public office, thought himfelf entitled to a reward : the princes 
of the blood, governors of provinces, the lieutenant civil, the provoft of the merchants, 
even the members of the companies and fovereign courts, appeared in the lift of claim-* 
ants; all the officers of the crown were to have their penfions augmented twenty-four 
thoufand livres each; the falaries of every member of the council were to be raifed in 
proportion, and their numbers to be confiderably encreafed. In fhort, there feemed to 
be a general confpiracy formed to pillage the royal treafury, which was now confidered 
as a lawful prize 9 . 

A. D. 1611.] The auftere manners of the duke of Sully, which led him to 



9 Memoires de Sully, liv. xxix. 

L 2 



7* 

ilifdain 



§4 HTS TORY OF FRANCE. £l6l2. 

difdain the arts of a court, and his inflexible integrity, which made him deteft the 
profligacy of the council, rendered him an object of difguft to the new mini/try ; 
and finding his fervices no longer acceptable to the regent, whofe conduct towards 
him was marked by the mod profound diffimulation, that able and upright miniiter 
indignantly retired to the eftates which the late king's bounty had enabled him to pur- 
chafe, and refigned his offices of governor of the Baftile, and fuperintendant of the fi- 
nances; but the Hugonots, who ftill confided in him, notwithftanding the intrigues of 
the duke of Bouillon, exhorted him to retain the government of Poitou, and poft ot mat- 
ter of the ordnance. The afcendancy of Conchini daily acquired frefh ftrength ; and, 
with a view to make the people forget that he was a foreigner, he purchafed the eflate 
of Ancre in Picardy which gave him a French title, and he was after diftinguifhed by 
the appellation of marquis of Ancre. The death of the duke of Orleans, whofe title 
devolved on li is younger brother the duke of Anjou, did not interrupt the negociations 
which the regent and her mininers eagerly pxirfued with the court of Spain. Inftead 
of feeking to reprefs the dangerous ambition of the houfa of Auftria, the queen, to 
eftablifh her authority, determined clofely to conned herfelf with that family; and. 
while the young king was contracted to the Infanta, the hand of hisfifter, the princefs. 
Elizabeth, was engaged to the prince of Afturias. 

A. D. }6i2.] The alliance with Spain, fo contrary to the maxims of Henry the 
Fourth, might, it was feared, create great difcontent in the kingdom : no pains, there- 
fore, were fpared to obtain the unanimous confent of the princes of the blood, and the 
principal nobility, to the meafure. This,' indeed, required nogreat art to accomplifh, there 
being fo little virtue or patriotifm among them, at this period, that the profpeclof reward 
was alone fufficient to fecure their approbation. The prince of Conde and the count of 
Soiflbns, indeed, attended the council, with a full determination tooppofe what they knew 
to be prejudicial to the true interefts of their country j but they difplayed fo little confif- 
tency and refolution, that the conftable Montmorenci could not forbear obferving to 
the prince, who had married his daughter, that he neither knew how to fight with 
courage, nor to yield with prudence '•. Sanctioned by the approbation of the council, 
the alliance was made public, on the twenty-fifth of March, and the rejoicings on the 
occafion lafted for three fncceflive days. The marriage-contradt between madam Eliza- 
beth and the prince of Afturias was figned on the twenty-fifth of Auguft ; the dower of 
the princefs was fixed at five hundred thoufand crowns of gold, payable- the day before 
the marriage was to be confummated. 

The influence of the pope and the king of Spain in the councils of France could not 
fail to give ferious caufe for alarm to the Hugonots : A general aflembly of the refprm- 
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ed had met at Saumur, the year before ; but the prudent conduct of the duke of Sully 
had prevented the adoption of any violent meafures. The divifion which reigned be- 
tween the chiefs of the reformed now afforded an opportunity, which the regent eager- 
ly embraced, to infringe on the edicts of pacification ; an attempt that the court 
would never have dared tO' make, if the dukes of Bouillon and Rohan had preferved 
that harmony and good intelligence which the intereft of their party required. The 
former of thefe noblemen employed his credit with the regent to effect the ruin of the lat- 
ter. The oppofition which Bouillon had experienced in the affembly of the Hugonots 
at Saumur, through the means of Rohan, made him refolve to deprive that nobleman of 
the government of St. John D'Angeli, which had been given him by the late king, 
Rohan, apprized of his intentions, repaired to court to juftify his own conduct : and, after 
reprefenting to the regent that he had behaved like a man of honour at the affembly at 
Saumur, he acknowledged that he had oppofed the defigns of the duke of Bouillon, 
through zeal for the fervice of his fovereign, which would never receive more injury 
than when Bouillon fhould be placed at the head of the Hugonots". 

But the remonftrances of the duke of Rohan made no impreffion on the mind of the 
regent, whofe prejudice againft him was fo ftrong, that fhe refolved to exert all pof- 
fible means for the diminution of his power and confequence. The time now approach- 
ed for the election of the mayor of Saint John d'Angeli ; and it was of the utmoft 
importance to the duke of Rohan to prevent the prefent mayor from being re-chofen, 
for, fince he had been corrupted by the oppofite party, the duke would, by his continu- 
ation in power, have loft all his authority in the place. To obviate this inconvenience 
he fuddenly left the capita], and repaired to his government. On the day of election a 
Lettre-de-cacbet was -'produced, from the king, ordering the citizens to re-elect the may- 
or ; but the duke perfuaded them that his majefty had been impofed upon, as to the true 
fituation of the town, fince his orders neceffarily fuppofed the prevalence of diffentions 
which had no exiftence ; he therefore advifed them to proceed to a new election, and en- 
gaged to take the confequences upon himfelf. 

Bouillon had flattered himfelf that the ruin of his rival would be inevitable, what- 
tver part he might take in an affair thus delicate. If Rohan fuffered the old mayor to 
be continued, he muft lofe his authoiity ; and if he oppofed the execution of the orders 
of the court, he muft expofe himfelf to the punifhment due to a man who treated the 
king's authority with contempt.' In order to engage the regent fo far in this bufinefs 
as to prevent the poflibility of a retreat, Bouillon prevailed on her to difpatcb a fe- 
cond order for the re-election of the mayor, more pofitive and peremptory than the firft : 
bat the duke of Rohan, convinced that the lofs of his government would be followed 
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by his total ruin, perfiited-'m his oppodtion; and three pcrfons being chofen by the 
town, their names were fent to court that the king might fix on one of them to fill the 
office of mayor. Meanwhile the duke placed the keys of the town in the hands ot the old- 
eft alderman, anddifmilTed feveral of the fubaltern officers who had efpoufed the caufe 
of his enemies. 

This hold fhoke of authority greatly incenfed the regent, who committed to the Baf- 
tile fome perfons fent by the duke of Rohan to explain and j uftify the motives of his 
CQiidudt. The duke's mother, wile, and children, alfo received orders not to quit thf 
metropolis. It was propofed in the council to declare the duke a rebel, and to lay fiege 
to the town of Saint- John d'Angeli ; and orders were accordingly iffued for aflembling the 
troops, and preparing a train of artillery. The queen gave it out that the dukes of 
Bouillon and Lefdiguieres, both of them Proteflants, had offered to take the command 
of the army deftined for this expedition, in order to convince the reformed, that it was 
not undertaken from any religious motive, but merely with a view to punifli the {edi- 
tions conduct, of a private nobleman. 

The regent, however, by this imprudent exertion of power, only fhowed that fhe 
had engaged with precipitation in a bufinefs that fhe could not terminate with honour. 
Convinced, at length, that by proceeding with rigour againft the duke, fhe fliould ir- 
ritate the Hugonots, and, probably, kindle the flames of civil war, fhe propofed an 
accommodation, to which the duke readily confented, as.it en lured to him the object 
for which he contended. It was agreed to rdeflablifh the old mayor, to reftore to him 
the keys of the place, and to recall the fubaltern office! s .whom the duke had expelled ; 
but at the fame time, the citizens were left at liberty todifmifs thefe officers immedi- 
ately after, and to proceed to a new election ; which was accordingly dene : thus the 
duke of Rohan preferved, at once, his government and authority. One confequencc 
of this affair, which the queen had not forelecn, was the reconciliation of many of the 
Proteftant nobility, who had quarrelled at the afTembly at Saumur, and who now be- 
came convinced, that their fafety in future depended on their union 

The duke of Bouillon had been difpatched to England to remove the j«aloufies which 
fames might entertain at the late union between France and Spain, and to propofe a 
marriage with the princefs Chriflina, the fecond daughter of Henry the Fourth, and the 
eldpft (pn of the king of England: but the prince of Wales unfortunately expired in the 
dawn of .manhood, when his virtues and talents had endeared him to his country j and 
the duke pf Bouillon availed himfelf of the opportunity to negociate the nuptials of his 
,.ovvn nephew, the elector palatine, with the princefs Elizabeth, daughter to James: a 
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marriage, which, probably, prompted the elector to his enterprize ngainft the kingdom 
of Bohemia, and which, after plunging his pofterity in a long feries of difficulties, and 
diftrefs, by the union of the princefs Sophia with the houfe of Hanover, finally trans- 
ferred the fceptre of England to that family.. 

The death of the count of Sctffons, which happened on the firft of November, this 
year, greatly weakened the parcy of the princes, and tended to augment the infldeneb 
and credit of the- marquis and marchionefs of Ancre, which were already too extenfive. 

A. D. 1613.] While the intrigues of the princes and nobility at home kept the regent 
inaconflant ftate of alarm, an event took place in Italy which called her attention to that 
quarter. Her nephew Francis, duke of Mantua, and marquis of Montferrat, had late- 
ly expired, leaving only, by his wife, Marg;uet of Savoy daughter to duke Charles 
Emanuel, one daughter, then four years of age. The duchy of Mantua inconteftibly 
belonged to Ferdinand de Gonzaga, cardinal of Mantua, and brother to the deceafed- 
duke ; but the marquifate of Monferrat not being a fief-male became the property of 
the young princefs of Mantua. This marquifate, formerly bellowed by the emperor 
Otho on a Saxon nobleman, had finc-e paffed into two different families ; firft, into that 
of Paleologus, by the man iage of Yoland, heirefs of the Saxon line, with Andronicus 
Paleologus, emperor of Conftantinople. Theodore, their fecond fon, having received 
the marquifate of Montferrat for his portion, this fief of the weftern empire defcend-d 
to his male heirs, by whom it continued to be poffeffed till their final extinction, when 
it fell to the family of Gonzaga, in confequence of themarriage of Margaret Paleologus 
with Frederick duke of Mantua' 3 . 

The duke of Savoy contefted this fucceffion with the houfe of Gonzaga, on the 
plea, that an agreement had been formerly made, between Theodore Paleologus, 
and Aimond, count of Savoy, that on the extinction of the male line of the family of 
Paleologus, the male defendants of Yoland, daughter to the former, and Aimond of 
Saxony, whom fhe had married, fhould inherit the marquifate of Montferrat, in preference 
to the females of the houfe of Paleologus, whofe claims fhould be limited toa dower fuitable 
to their rank. Charles Emanuel had fome farther pretenfions to a part of the marquifate 
in virtue of the will of Blanche Paleologus, who had married into the houfe of Savoy ; 
and who left duke Charles the Second fome territorial poffeffions in Montferrat, with 
the fum of eighty thoufand crowns, a part of her fortune that remained unpaid. The 
fum itfelf was but trifling, but the intereft had been fuftercd to run fo long, that, to- 
gether with the principal, it at length encreafed the debt to a million of livres. Hence 
arofe a long train of difputes between the houfes of Savoy and Gonzaga; and the em- 
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peror Charles the Fifth, inftead of deciding the affair, by a definitive fentence, encreaf- 
cd the difficulty attending it. In order to pleafe both parties, he adjudged the poffef- 
fion of the marquifate to the houfe of Mantua, but at the fame time left that of Savoy 
at full liberty to affert their pretenfions, as founded on the will of Blanche Paleologus. 

* 

The maniage of Francis, the late duke of Mantau, with Margaret of Savoy, had 
been concluded with a view to fettle all the difputes between the two families. In con- 
fcquence of this alliance, Charles Emanuel ceded all his pretenfions to his daughter 
and her children; and an agreement was alio made to draw a line of feparation between 
the dominions of tire two princes, which joined each other: but this line having never 
been drawn, the duke of Savoy took an opportunity from thence to revive his ancient 
claims : fo that, in fadt, his invafion of Monferrat was made lefs for the purpofe of affert- 
ing the pretenfions of his grand-daughter Mary, than his own. 

Having affembled his forces, with equal fecrecy and expedition, he foon overran the 
rontefted country, and bearing down all oppofition, advanced to the very gates of Mont- 
ferrat. That city confented tor receive the victor ; and Cafai alone, encouraged by the pre- 
fence of the duke of Nevers of the houfe of Gonzaga, held out for the cardinal. But the 
rapidity of his progrefs alarmed thejealoufy of France, and the regent engaged the council 
toefpoufe the caufe of her kinfman. Lefdiguieres, at the head of twelve thoufand foot, 
and twelve hundred horfe, was deftined to enter Savoy, by the way of Dauphine : Belle- 
garde, with four thoufand infantry and four hundred cavalry, was to proceed into that 
country, through Provence and La BeaufTe ; while the duke of Guife, with another 
body of troops, was ordered to effect a junction with the troops of the cardinal duke 
of Mantua, in Montferrat. But the duke of Savoy, having received intelligence of 
thefe preparations, and being unable to re fi ft fucli a formidable force, hadrecourfe to the 
arts of negotiation. The marquis of Coeuvres was fent to Italy to conclude a treaty 
of peace, and at the fame time he had fecret orders to engage the duke of Mantua to 
refign his cardinal's hat in favour of Galigai, brother to the marchionefs of Ancie. 
Th^duke of Savoy, furrounded by enemies, was reduced to the neceffity of finifhing the 
war with the fame precipitation with which he had begun it ; and to refign all the 
.places he had reduced in the marquifate of Montferrat. It was about this time that the 
marquis of Ancre, infatiate of power, obtained the dignity of marefchal of France, va- 
cant by the death of the marefchal de Fervaqucs u . 

A. D. 1614.] The joy which Mary experienced on the happy termination of the 
difputes for the fucceffion of the duke of Mantua, was foon allayed by the factious 
conduct of the princes of the blood, and many of the nobility. This cabal was raifctl 
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by the intrigues of the duke of Bouillon, who thought himfelf but ill rewarded for 
the fervices which he pretended to have rendered to the ftate, and was anxious to en- 
creafe his credit at court, by exciting embarraffments which he expected to remove at 
his pleafure. He had been fo active in his efforts, that he engaged the dukes of Nevers, 
-Mayenne, Vendome,, Longueville, and Luxemburgh, with feveral others, to enter in- 
to a clofe alliance, with the prince of Conde, who was to act as head of the party. The 
malecontents all agreed to retire from court at the fame time, and to affbmble in Cham- 
pagne, in order to demand a reformation of the numerous abufes which had crept into the 
government. The pretext was fpecious, and had the party really been actuated by a con- 
cern for the public good, their proceedings might have been productive of very beneficial 
effects to the kingdom. 

The prince of Conde left Paris on the fixth of January, and went firft to Chateau- 
roux, and then to Mezieres. The reft of the party foon followed him, and repaired to 
their refpective governments; the duke of Ne vers to Champagne ; the duke of May- 
enne to the ifle of France; and the duke of Longueville to Picardy. The duke of 
Vendome was preparing to fet out for Brittany ; but the regent, having fome fufpicion 
of his defigns, ordered him to be arrefted and confined in the Louvre, whence, how- 
ever, he foon found means to effect his efcape. The duke of Bouillon was the laft to 
withdraw from court : in order to render himfelf lefs fufpected by the party, he pro- 
cured a commiffion to fee the minifters, and to make known to them the intentions of 
the prince and his affociates. Convinced that he fhould always have fufficient addrefs 
to direct the party, and to lead the prince of Conde at his pleafure, the duke did not 
attempt to retire until he had promifed the queen that he would foon reftore the male- 
contents to a juft fenfc of their duty Is . 

The number of the malecontents daily encreafed ; and the regent, feeing the king- 
dom on the point of being involved in the fame difficulties which had convulfed the 
ftate in the two preceding reigns, was thrown into the greatefl conftcrnation. She 
immediately afTembled the council, by whofe advice circular letters were fent to all the 
parliaments in France, to the governors of towns and provinces, and to all municipal 
officers, exhorting them to remain faithful to the king, and to be on their guard againft 
the dangerous machinations of the prince of Conde and his partifans ; and declaring her 
refolution to convene the flares- general of the kingdom, in order to adopt fuch refolu- 
tions as might be moil conducive to the public good. At the fame time fhe difpatched 
the duke of Ventadour and BoiffifTe to the prince, but they were not able to procure aa 
audience ; and the prince having previoufly afTembled the chiefs of the party at Mezieres, 
fent a letter to the queen, in the form of a manifefto, in which, after enumerating the 
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abufes which prevailed in the government, he demanded that the alTembly of the ftates- 
general mould be convened before the expiration of three months, and the marriage of the 
king and his fifter poftponed till after the diflblution of the fbtcs. The prince alfo wrote to 
the different parliaments, to the prince of Conti, to all the dukes and peers, and other of- 
ficers of the crown ; explaining the motives, of his conduct, and exhorting them lo 
concur with him in his efforts to procure a reform in the government. 

Mary returned an anfwer to the prince, in which fhe promifed to affemble the ffates- 
general without delay, in order to correct thofe abufes which formed the chief fubject of 
his complaints: but unwilling to rely wholly on negociation, the council had determined 
to put fuch an army on foot, asmight enforce a compliance with the requifitions they urg- 
ed. Colonel Galatis was employed to levy fix thoufand Swifs, but as the duke of 
Rohan, whom the regent was afraid to truft on fuch an occafion, was colonel-general 
of the troops of that country in the fervice of France, flie was at a lofs how to act. 
The duke, however, relieved her from this embarraffinent by accepting a fum of money 
for his poft, which was given to BafTompierre 16 . 

The malecontents likewife afTembled all the forces of their party, and made feveral 
attempts to engage the reformed to take up arms. The prince of Conde's object in this 
endeavour was to procure more favourable terms for himlelf ; while that of the duke of 
Bouillon was to effect the ruin of his rival, the duke of Rohan, and to encreafe his own 
importance in the eyes of the regent. But the prudent precautions of Du Pleffis- 
Mornay rendered thefe efforts ineffectual, by confining the Hugonots within the 
bounds of their duty. He told the deputies-general what line of conduct they were ta 
purfue ; obferving, that they muft not fubjedt themfclves to thej-eproach of having op- 
pofed the government on other grounds than thofe of religion ; and that by fuffering in- 
terefts of a nature purely civil to mix themfclves with their proceedings, thev would do- 
great injury to a caufe in itfelf excellent 17 . Thus the Hugonots remained faithful to the 
king. The regent, aware of their ftrength, hadfolicited their protection ; and Du Pleflis- 
Mornay embraced the opportunity to reprefent to the court, of what importance it was 
to the tranquillity of the ftate, to enforce a ftridt obfervance of the edicts of pacification.. 
The regent, embarrafTed by the difficulty of her fituation, did not fcruple to make every 
prornife required of her, on this fubject. 

Conferences meanwhile were opened, on the fourteenth of April, at thecaftle of Soif- 
fons, at which the confederates protefted that they had no other object in view than ta 
fecure the peace of the kingdom, and faithfully to ferve their majeities : they then made 
three propofitions as the bans of an accommodation : — 1. That the ftates-general of 
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the kingdom fhould be convened without delay; 2. That the projected matrimonial 
alliance with Spain fhould he fufpended ; and, 3. That both parties fhould difarm. The 
firft propofal was accepted without hefitation, but the fecond was attended with fome 
difficulty. It was required that the double marriage fhould be poftponed till after the 
diffolution of the ftates, and the royal commiffioners were only authorized to confent to 
its fufpenfion till the king fhould be of age : bcfides, the regent, unwilling that her 
authority fhould be called in queftion on a bufinefs which fhe had folemnly concluded 
with Spain, refufed to allow this article to be inferted in the treaty ; but fhe offered to 
give the prince of Conde a private letter, expreffive of her compliance with his de- 
mand. This was agreed to, and the marriage was poftponed to the end of the feffions. 

Had the public welfare been the real object of the confederacy, tranquillity mult now 
have been reflored; but what the prince of Conde and his aflbciates propofed for their 
own private intereft gave rife to violent debates in the council. Under pretence of pro- 
viding for their own lafety, they demanded the furrender of certain towns into their 
hands, and advanced feveral other claims which fufficiently proved their conduct; to 
have been influenced by confiderations of private advantage. The neceffity of repeat- 
edly fending couriers to court for farther inftrudTions, afforded time for the reinforce- 
ment of the royal army, and the junction of the Swifs. On the news of their approach, 
the prince of Conde left Soiffons with precipitation, and, after an ineffectual attempt 
upon Vitri, took Saint-Menehoud by furprize. 

During thefe tranfactions, the council re-examined the demands of the difcontent- 
ed nobles, which were found to be fo exorbitant, that many of the members were for the 
immediate employment of an armed force to reduce them to a ft ate of obedience. The 
queen would have followed this advice, which was certainly the beft that could be given, 
to preferve, at once, her reputation and authority, if fhe had not been diffuaded from it 
by the chancellor and the marefchal D'Ancre, who not only harangued in the council, 
in order, to prove the propriety of granting the confederates the greater part of their 
demands, but caballed in the parliament, and among the people, to fuperinduce an ap- 
plication for peace. They even engaged the chiefs of the reformed church to fav, that 
if the regent entrufted the command of the army to the enemies of their religion, they 
fhould think themfelves j uftified in providing for their own fafety, by joining the prince 
of Conde l8 . Others alledged that the war would only be confidered as a renewal of the 
ancient feuds between the houfe of Bourbon and Guife. In confequence of this diver- 
fity of opinions the queen deemed it prudent tofummon an extraordinary council. The 
presidents of the parliament and the chief magiftrat.es of Paris, who were fummoned to 
attend, having been previoufly gained by the chancellor, unahimoufly voted for peace. 
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In compliance with this determination, a treaty of peace was figned, on the fifteenth' 
of May, by the king's commiffioners and the confederates, at the town of Saint Mene- 
houd. The regent confented to cede Ainboife to the prince of Conde; Saint Menehoud • 
to the duke of Nevers; and to gratify the duke of Bouillon with a confiderable pecu- 
niary donation. The chiefs of the confederacy having thus provided for their own in- 
ttreft, no longer talked about the public good. In the month of June, letters-patent were- 
jffued for the convocation of the Slates-general, who were to aflcmble at Sens, on th<r 
tenth of November. 

But notwithstanding this treaty, the prince of Conde frill continued his feditiouS prac- 
tices. Not content with his government of Amboife, he endeavoured to feduce the citi- 
zens of Poitiers from- their allegiance, and make himftlf matter of the town : hisefforts, 
however, were rendered ineffectual, by the loyal exertions of the bifhop of the diocefe,- 
who fecured the gates of the city, armed the inhabitants, and apprized the regent of th-r 
treacherous defigns of the prince. This unexpected oppofition made the prince defiiV 
from his project, and having received a full pardon for all offences, he returned to his- 
duty, and repaired to court. 

The duke of Veridome, too, diSTatisfied with the treaty, in which he thought his in- 
terests had not been fufficiently confulted, attempted to excite a revolt in Brittany, and' 
to Stimulate the Hugonots to efpoufe his caufe ; but he fortunately did not fucceed ir>" 
either of his attempts: the fidelity of the Bretons was not to be Shaken ; and the pru- 
dence of Du Pleffis-Mornay again extorted from his brethren a declaration of their refo- 
lution not to interfere in political matters. 

The young monarch having now entered his fourteenth year, at which,- by the edicl> 
of Charles the Wife, the kings of France were declared to be of age, the regencv teafed,i 
and he began to reign in his own name. The firSt act of fovereignty he performed was 
an act of religion and juftice. At a council, holden on the firSt of October, a declara- 
tion was drawn up, by which Lewis promifed to " attend to every thing that was 
" fuitable to a moft ChriStian king, jealous of the glory of God, fond of peace, and 
" anxious for the tranquillity of his fubjects ; to enforce the obfervance of thofe 
" good and facred laws which had been eftablifhcd by his predeceSTors; and to enact new 

ones in conformity to the advice of the States-general of the kingdom." This general 
declaration' was followed by a confirmation of the edict of Nantes, conceived in the 
fulleft terms, and of all the explanatory edicts which had been fin ce published, After 
forbidding his fubje£ts to form connections hoftile to the welfare of the Slate, with 
foreign princes, and to receive fecret penfions from them, the king confirmed the 
edicts of his father againfl duels; and the ordinances of his predeceSTors for the repref- 
fion of prophane fwearing and blafphemy. The next day he held a bed of juftice at the 
parliament, at which Mary made a formal rcfignation of her power; while Lewis, after 
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rhanking her for her paft fervices, exprefled his defire that Hie would ftill continue to 
rake care of him, and to govern the ftate ,9 . 

By the treaty of Saint Menehoud, it had been fettled that the meeting of the ftate3- 
general of the kingdom fhould be holden at Sens on the tenth of September; but this' 
arrangement by no means accorded with the defigns of the regent, who feared that the 
ftates would interfere with her adminiftration ; that they would require the difmiflion of 
the minifters, particularly of the martfchal D'Ancre ; and that they would prevent the 
king, on the conclufion of his minority, from entrufting her with the fame degree of 
power fhe had before enjoyed. The prince of Conde and his partifans, who were deep- 
ly interefted in enforcing a ftrict compliance with the terms of the treaty, by a conduct, 
at once impolitic and improper, gave occafion to the delay which the regent fo earneftly 
defired. The ill-timed and ufelefs refinance of the duke of Vendome in Brittany, and 
the ill-concerted and feditious attempts of the prince of Conde in Poitou, fupplied the 
regent with a plaufive pretext for taking the king into thofe two provinces, and for de- 
ferring the meeting of the ftates till the return of their majefties to Paris. During this- 
time the king came of age, declared his fatisfadtion with his mother's conduct, and his* 
determination not to deprive her of her authority. Having thus gained the object of her 
ambition, fhe caufed the ftates to be transferred to Paris, and their meeting to be fixed for 
the tenth of October. - 

The ftates-general, accordingly, met' at the convent of the Anguftins. The ccclefiaf- 
tical chamber was compofed of a hundred and forty members, among whom were five- 
cardinals, feven archbifhops, and forty-feven bifhops; of this chamber the cardinal do 
Joyeufe was elected prefident. The chamber of the nobility confifted of one hundred and 
thirty-two perfons, whofe prefident was the baron de Senecey; and that of the com- 
mons, or third eftate, of one hundred and eighty^two, prefided by Miron, provoft of the 
merchants 20 . The king opened the fefiions by a fhort fpeech, in which he obferved, that 
his principal object in aflembling the ftates, was to hear the complaints of his fubjects, 
and to redrefs their grievances. 

Of the three chambers that compofed the ftates-general, that of the third eftate mod 
excited the jealoufy, and roufed the apprehenfions, of the court. Being chiefly formed 
©f provincial deputies, who had neither protection to feek, favour to implore, nor pu- 
nifhment to avert, it was more attentive to the interefts of the people, with whofe griev- 
ances, and the fubjects of whofe complaints, it was alfo better acquainted. Lefs pliant 
3nd fupple than the clergy and nobles, who were more immediately connected with the 
orown, its exertions- were more fteady and uniform, ; and its conduct more patriotic and 
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difinterefted. The nobility, indeed, at this period, feem to have greatly degenerated 
from that noble fpirit which had marked the conduct of their anceftors ; but, fortunate- 
ly, they did not long remain in that ftate of degradation to which the factious difpo- 
fition of the princes of the blood, and the vicious adminiftration of the regent, had 
reduced them. 

Mary and her minifters, in purfuit of that crooked and corrupt fyftemof policy, which 
had fo ftrongly marked their adminiftration, exerted their utmoft efforts to thwart and 
fruftrate all the meafures of the third eftate, with regard to the reformation of abufes in 
the government. As it would have been highly dangerous openly to reject their de- 
mands, it was determined, as the beft expedient they could adopt, to promote diflentions 
between the three chambers, and to render the feffions as tumultuous as poffible. With 
this view, the nobility and clergy were excited to propofe articles to which the commons 
would, with difficulty, confent ; and asit was not doubted but that the third eftate would 
propofe others that would be equally difagreeable to the cJergy and nobles, the regent 
and her party entertained hopes that the difputes which fuch a difference of opinion 
muft necefTarily occafion, would engage the affembly to feparate, or, at leaft, afford a 
plaufive pretext for diffolving it, taking care to amufe the people by vague promifes 21 . 

The firft thing propofed by the nobility (on the fourth of November) was the aboli- 
tion of that edict which rendered offices of juftice hereditary. This propofal greatly em- 
barraffeJ the commons, a considerable part of whom were mngiftrates, who would fuffer 
materially by the abolition ; in order, therefore, to retort on the nobility, they demanded 
a diminution of the Tallies, and a retrenchment of the numerous penfions paid by the 
court. Neither of the propofals was adopted, and the regent haitened to exprefs her 
wifh that they would proceed, without farther delay, to difcufs thofe objects for which 
they had been chiefly convened. The contrariety of interefts did not fail to produce 
the divifions which the court had expedted, and which it took every opportunity of 
encreafing. 

AJifpute next arofe between the ftates and the king's council, concerning the manner 
in which the account of the revenue and expenditure of the kingdom fhould be prefented 
to the united committee of the three orders, appointed for the purpofc of infpecting all 
matters relating to the finances: the minifters at length declared, with an air of myf- 
tery, that the expences amounted to twenty-one million, five hundred thoufand livres, 
whereas the receipts did not exceed eighteen million, eight hundred thoufand. This ac- 
count appeared to have been prepared for the exprefs purpofe of concealing the queen's 
extravagance, in diffipating the trcafurc amafled by Henry the Fourth. Convinced that 
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the furplus of cxpences had been occafioned by the penfions extorted by the principal 
nobility, or imprudently granted by Mary, the committee defired to have an exa£t ac- 
count of all the penfions paid from the royal treafury. The prefident Jcannin replied, 
that a fecrct of that importance could not be divulged without great prejudice to the 
king's affairs ; and all the information they could obtain was, that the king, befides the 
revenue fpecified in the account already delivered, levied on his fubjects a farther fum of 
eighteen million, one hundred thoufand livres, which was devoted to the payment of his 
officers, and to feveral other purpofes, which the intendants of the finances would explain 
to the committee. Admitting this ftatement to be exa£t, it will be found that the re- 
venue of France, during the minority of Lewis the Thirteenth, amounted to about thir- 
ty-feven million of livres, of which only nineteen, at the moft, was paid into the king's 
treafury ".• 

Enraged at their inability to obtain a fatisfaclory account of the adminifrration of the 
finances, the moft difinterefted members of the ftates thought they could render no 
greater fervice to the nation, than that of drawing up a remonftrance to the king, con- 
ceived in ftrong and energetic terms. It contained fome very falutary advice to Lewis, 
as to the mode of regulating his expences on a better plan than that which his minifters 
had hitherto purfued. The court, however, paid little attention to it, being convinced 
that, after the diffolution of the ftates, they fhould again be at liberty to adt as they 
pleafed. The ftates farther reprefented to his majefty, that he ought not to raife any ex- 
traordinary levies on his fubjedts : then obferving that the penfions granted to the nobi- 
lity were attended with dangerous confequences to the kingdom, and were extremely 
burdenfome to the people, on whom the money requifite for paying them was levied* 
they humbly entreated his majefty to retrench them, fince he had fufficient employments 
and gratuities to diftribute among tliofe who rendered real fervice to their country. 
Laftly, they demanded that three members, at leaft, of the ftates-general, fhould be ad- 
mitted into the chamber of juftice which the king propofed to eftablifh. 

The court had the greater difficulty in breaking the union which feemed to fubfift be- 
tween the three orders, on the fubje£r of tlie revenue, as divifions prevailed among 
themfelves, concerning a motion which had been made m the chamber of the commons. 
This motion was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the clergy ; and the nobles, feduced by the in- 
trigues of the creatures of the pope, by the artifices of the Jefuits, and by the clamours 
of ambitious and bigoted priefts, openly declared for the clergy againft the third eftate. 
The latter, however, fupported their motion with the utmoft vigour, and the magif- 
trates of the parliament of Paris openly feconded their efforts with all their credit and 
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authority ; fo that the bufinefs was clifcuffed with fuch heat on both fides, that it made the 
pope tremble, and threw the queen into the gleateft confternation. 

On the fifteenth of December, the commons having begun to prepare their general 
eahicr, or lift of complaints and demands, the members for the city of Paris, and the 
government of the ifle of France, propofed the infertion of an article of the utmoft 
importance to the king's fov ign power, and the fecurity of his perfon. The fubftancc 
of their motion was this — That in order to flop the progrefs of the pernicious doctrine 
which, for fome years paft, had been propagated againll kings, and the fovereign powers 
eftablifhed by God, his majefly mould be requefted to caufe it to be proclaimed by the 
ftates-generah, as an inviolable and fundamental law of the realm, that the king being 
acknowledged fovereign in France, and acknowledging no other fuperior than God, there 
was no power on earth, either fpiritual or temporal, who had the right to deprive him of 
his kingdorn, or to abfolve his fubjects, on any pretence whatever, from that fidelity 
and obedience which they owed him: that all Frenchmen in general fliould hold this 
law as facred, founded in truth, and conformable to the word of God, without any dif- 
tinction, equivocation, or reftriction : that an oath to obferve it fhoul-1 be taken by all 
the deputies of the Hates-general, and, in future, by all perfons hoi ling benefices, and all 
magistrates, at the time of taking pofleffion of their places: that all preceptors, regents, 
doctors and preachers, mould be bound to maintain it : that the contrary opinion, as well 
as that which authorized the afTafTination and depofition of fovereigns, and the revolt of 
fubjects, mould be declared falfe, impious, deteilable, and contrary to the efhblifhment 
of the French monarchy: that all books which taught that pernicious doctrine fhould 
be confidered as feditious and damnable : that all foreigners who mould undertake to fup- 
port it, mould be deemed enemies to the crown ; that all fuch of the king's fubjects who 
mould efpoufe it, of whatever rank orcondition, mould be punifhed as rebels and traitors: 
and that if any foreign ecclefiaftic or monk fliould publifh a work containing propofi- 
tions directly or indirectly contrary to the eitabliftied law, the ecclefiaftics or monks of 
the fame order mould be compelled to refute fuch book with all poffible candour, under 
pain of being punifhed as encouragers of the enemies of the ftate 2 - 5 . 
• 

This article was admitted, almofl: unanimoufly, by the commons, who had very ftrong 
rerfons for the adoption of a refolution fo difagreeable to the pope and the clergy. The fate 
ef uvofucceffive kings of France, aOaffinated by wretches feduced by the doarines of the 
Jcfuits, and of other writers devoted to the court of Rome, afforded a dreadful example of 
the power of the priefls over weak minds, and infpired all true Frenchmen with fenti- 
menis of horror and indignation. Thefe deemed it important to promote, at any rate, 
the extirpation of dogmas which had been productive of fuch fatal confequences'. 
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Others, whofe views extended farther, wifhed to Tap hy degrees the enormous and for- 
midable power which the Roman pontifFs had ufurped in all countries which acknow- 
ledged their fway. It was hoped that, after the deftiu&ion of the authority they af- 
fumed over fovereigns, it would be enfy to reduce the pretenfions of the court of Rome 
within bounds more circumfcribed and rational : perhaps, too, many of the members 
were anxious to fliake off the degrading yoke to which the ignorance and fuperftition of 
their anceftors had blindly fubmitted 24 . The well-founded iufpicions to which the late 
introduction of the Jefuits into the firft towns in Fiance had given rife, alfo excited the 
commons to remedy an evil which feemed pregnant with danger to the kingdom. This 
law would have reduced that fociety to the difagreeable alternative of (hutting up their 
colleges, and of forbearing to preach; or of breaking their engagements, and renouncing 
their intimate connection with the pope and the court of Rome; with their general fu- 
perior, and their brethren in Italy and Spain. The cardinals, the pope's nuncio, and the 
Jefuits perceived the confequence of the article, and ** moved heaven and earth" to 
procure its erafure from the cahier of the commons. The cardinal de Joyeufe, who 
had retired to Conflans on account of a flight indifpofition, was prefled, by the nuncio 
and the clergy, to return, with all poflible expedition, in order to exert his influence, 
and that of his friends, with the queen, on a matter of fuch importance to the pope. 

The very day after the article had been admitted by the commons, the chamber of 
the clergy refounded with exclamations of — "All is loft; fome wicked heretics have 
" obtained admiffion into the aflembly, in order to overthrow our religion." The car- 
dinals de Sourdis and de la Rochefoucault were fent to the king to reprefent to his ma- 
jefty and the queen-mother, the danger to which the Catholic religion was expofed, from 
a powerful cabal formed in the chamber of the third eftate. Mary and her fon aflured 
the two cardinals that care fhould be taken to prevent the difcuflion of any new or ufe- 
lefs topics in the aflembly : the commons, however, maintained with vigour the jufticc 
and neceflity of the article in queftion, notwithftanding the cries of the clergy, who 
obfcrved, " that under the fpecious pretext of fupporting the king's authority, and pro- 

viding for the fafety of his facred perfon, they fuft'ered artful and malicious men to 
" make propofals which manifeftly tended to form a fchifm, to fow diflentions among 
" the Catholics, and to interrupt the harmony which fubfifted between his majefty and 
" the holy fee: that the power of the pope and that of the king afforded mutual fup- 
•« port to each other, without any encroachment on either fide; and that it was highly 
" impolitic to infpire the king with fentiments of jealoufy againft the pope, at a time 
" when France flood in the greateft need of his favour." Thefe obfervations, falfe and 
ridiculous as they were, found many partifans; and the clergy foon obtained a promife 
from the nobility that they would fupport them againft the efforts of the third eftaie. 
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Thus fortified, it was determined to remonftrate with the commons, on the impropriety 
of their condua, and the cardinal du Perron was appointed to deliver the ftntiments of 
his party. 

While the cardinal was engaged in the collection of materials for his projected ha- 
rangue, the commons, apprized of the arts employed by the clergy to mifreprefent their 
proceedings to the public, deputed a committee to wait on them ; when their fpeaker, 
Marmieffe, after alluring them that the third eftate never meant to interfere in matters of- 
faith, continued thus — " We only requeft that you will not take it amifs if we draw up, 
** without your participation, a few articles reflecting the re-eftablifhment of ecclefiafti- 
** cal difcipline, the reformation of certain abufes introduced among the clergy, and the 
** regulation of thefpiritual jurifdiction, which ought not to encroach on the temporal. 
** All thcfe objects come within our cognizance. Wc would willingly communicate 
** the articles to you, but that might probably occafion fome difputes between us, and 
** would certainly give rife to great delays. Be afTured, however, that we will exert the 
*' greatefl prudence in every thing which concerns the church ; we will only touch the 
•* gown, that is, the external actions of thofe who difhonour your order, and give of-- 
" fence to all good chriftians." The clergy were by no means pleafed with this fpeech ; 
and the cardinal de Sourdis replied, that what belonged to ecclefiaftical difcipline was not 
lefs important than that which regulated matters of faith and religion ; and that the 
laity had no more right to take cognizance of the one than of the other **. 

After the departure of the deputies, the clamours of the clergy were renewed. " The 
** article of the commons" — faid they — *• is drawn up for the exprefs purpofe of dividing 
41 the French Catholics, in order to caufe a fchifm between France and other countries. 
" They feek to convert a controverted and problematic que/Hon into a point of faith. 
M What an advantage do they give, by this means, to the heretics ; who now ap- 
** pear more haughty and more powerful than ever ! What anfwer fhall we make to 
" their infults and reproaches, for condemning, as heretical, a dogma commonly received at 
" fame and elftwhert ? In order to conceal more effectually from the eyes of the fimple 
" the fnares which they lay for them, the commons mix, in their article, an opinion con- 
*' trary to the fafety of the lives of fovereigns, with matters relating to the power of 
" the pope r and the authority of the king." Thus thefe ecclefiaftics, publickly, and: 
without ceremony, acknowledged that the dogma which gave to the pope the power of 
depofing kings, and abfolving fubjects from the obedience which they owe to their lawful- 
fovereigns, was a problematic opinion, and one that ought to be tolerated; and that it 
could not be condemned as pernicious and contrary to the fcriptures, without railing a 
fchifm between the pope and the other Catholic powers. 
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The parliament of Paris regarded with horror the fhameful prevarication of the nobi- 
lity and clergy, who bafely facrificed to the pope the interefts of the king, and the fun- 
damental maxims of the ftate. Enraged at the air of triumph with which the cardinal 
du Perron was preparing to combat the article propofed by the third eflate, the crown 
lawyers (Gens du Roi) reprefented to the magiftrates, on the thirty-firft of December, by 
the mouth of Servin, the advocate-general, that they had learned, from good authority, 
that feveral perfons had prefumed to treat as doubtful and problematic " Thofe maxims 
" in all times acknowledged in France, and coeval with the crown itfelf; that the king ac- 
" knowledged no other fuperior, with regard to his temporal authority, than God; and 

that no power had the right to abfolve his majcfty's fubje<£ts from their oath of alle- 
*' giance, and from the obedience which they owed him; much lefs to make or caufe to 
*' be made any attempt, either by public or private authority, on the facred perfons of 
" fovereigns." The advocate-general concluded by demanding that the court fhould 
publiih a confirmation of all the arrets which had been formerly iflued on this fubjedt, in 
order to keep the minds of all the king's fubje&s, of whatever rank or condition, fixed 
and fteady to the faid maxims and rules ; and to promote the fecurity of the king's life, 
and the peace and tranquillity of the public. This demand was granted by the court, 
and an arret, conformable to the requifition of the crown lawyers, immediately publilh- 
ed : thus, while the firft magiftrates in the kingdom employed the authority entrufted to 
them by the king for the fupport of a point which they declared to be a fundamental 
maxim of the French monarchy ; the clergy openly maintained a contrary opinion in 
the aflembly of the ftates-general. The ecclefiaftics triumphed over the parliament ; 
and the nobility loaded with praifes the very men whom the magiftrates condemned, as 
guilty of fedition, and of a violation of the moft ancient and moft facred laws of 
the realm. 

A. D. 16 15.] On the fecond of January the cardinal du Perron repaired to the 
chamber of the third eftate, and there pronounced an elaborate harangue, in which he 
difplayed much eloquence, but more fophiftry and mifreprefentation ; many of the max- 
ims he advanced were highly pernicious, and many of his conclufions glaringly falfe. 
He called the fubject of difpute a mere matter of religion j and averred, that the article 
propofed by the commons pronounced on a dogma of theology, and not on a queftion of 
ftate and policy. « To difpute" — faid the cardinal — " whether the authority of him 
«' who holds the keys extends to the excommunication of fuch as pay willing obedience 
* { to apoftate or heretical princes ; and whether the church can abfolve from their oaths 
" of allegiance the fubjecls of a king who himfelf violates the oath he has made to God 
** and his people, to maintain the Chriftian and Catholic religion, is to difcufs queftions 
" purely theological." 



Du Perron having concluded his fpeech, by demanding that the contefted article 
fhould be withdrawn from the carrier -of the commons, and be left to the difcretion of 
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the clergy, the prefident Miion replied, in the name of the third eftate. He entered 
upon the motives which had fu peri nduced the adoption of the refolution in queftion:: 
" The death of the two laft kings" — he faid — " having been preceded by the publica- 
" tion of certnin books^ the authors of which, in order to pay tlve'r court to the pope,- 
" pretended tofubmit this kingdom to a power purely fpiritual, all the companies in the 
" capital aflembled in a body, unaninioufly demanded, that the ftates-general fhould 
" adopt effectual meafures for the preservation of fcde kingdom, and of the perlbn of the 
" king. This alone gave rife to the article, which was drawn up without the partici-- 
*■ pation of any Proteftant whatever. It never would have been thought of but for the- 
" writings of certain monks, who, inftead of pray ing to God in behalf of their fovereigns, 
**. and endeavouring to draw down the benediction of heaven upon the Catholic countries, 
" by a rigid oSfervance of the rules of their order, employ themfelves in the compofi- 
«« tion of books of a feditious tendency, and capable of fctting the whole kingdom in a 
44 flame." Mirpn forbore to enquire whether the article objected to ought to be con- 
fidered as a matter of faith : " I will admit" — faid he — " that it is only problematical,. 
" we may, in that cafe, be allowed to take that fide of the queftion which we think the 
" heft, and the moll conformable to the word of God: The gentlemen of the eccleli- 
" aftical chamber, who are indebted to the king for all their rich benefices, at leaft owe 
" fo much gratitude to their benefactor, as to maintain that the crown is independent 
" of the pope. For, in fhort, whofe vicar does the fucceflbr of Saint Peter pretend to. 
M be? The vicar of him who refufed to be an arbiter between two brothers, who could 
•« not agree about the divifion of their father's property." After (hewing that the kings 
of France were only fubject to the paftors of the church in matters purely fpiritual, the 
orator infilled that there could be no poffible danger in exacting from all perfons 
holding any place of profit or truft, an oath to maintain that the crown is abfoluteh/ in-^ 
dependent of all ecclefiaftical power; and that neither the popes nor councils could de- 
pofe the king on any account whatever. 

The French clergy were fo proud of their pretended vi&ory over the commons, that 
th«y flattered themfelves every thing would in future bend beneath their power. Mary 
of Medicis paid a blind obedience to the will of the pope, and liftened with much greater 
attention to the minifters and penfioners of the court of Madrid, than to the falutary ad- 
vice of difinterefted Frenchmen. This miftaken policy of the queen tended to encreafe. 
the pride and arrogance of the clergy, who, profiting by a conjuncture thus favourable 
to the extenfion of their influence, refolved to prefer a complaint to the king, on the- 
fubjedl of the arret iffued by the parliament, which they reprefented as an infupportable 
infringement on the liberty of the ftates-general. They alio averred, that under the 
fpecious pretext of maintaining the rights of the crown, and providing for the perfonal 
fafety of the fovereign, the magiftrates infringed on the fpiritual power of the church. 
They went in a body to remonftrate with the king on the fubjedt, and to requeft his in- 
terference for the fuppreflion of the arret of the parliament. 

On 



t6r 5 .] 



LEWIS THE THIRTEENTH. 



On the fourth of January the king held an extraordinary council, for the ourpofe of 
devifing fome means to fettle the difference that fubiilted between the clergy and the 
commons and parliament. The prirtce of Conde went to the Louvre, in order to pro- 
nounce a ftudied harangue on the occafion ; but, inftead of fupporting the third eliate 
and the parliament, whole aflifiance wasneceffary to Strengthen his party, daily diminish- 
ing through the encreafing power of the court, he threw his fvipport into the oppofite 
fcale, and fpoke more like a Superficial and defrgning theologift, than an enlightened poli- 
tician, of an affair which he himfelf conlidered " as of greater confequence than any 
M which had ever been diicuffed during a whole century in the council of the kings of 
w France." It mufl have excited a mixture of pity and indignation in the mind of 
every friend to his country, to hear the firft prince of the blood gravely affert that, "The 
" pope being the fovereign pallor of the flocks of Jefus Chrift, kings ought to be as 
<« fubmiflive to the fpii itual power of the pontiff as the lowefl: of their fubjeits. A fen- 
" tence of excommunication juftly pronounced againft you by the pope" — faid the- 
prince to the young monarch — " would deliver up your foul to Satan, would cut you 
" off from the communion of the church, and would even deprive you of the right to, 
" enter your own chapel." 

When a prince undertakes the difcuflion of theological points, he fhould, at leaf!, gain 
previous inftrucTion from men of experience, moderation and difcernment. Had the prince 
of Conde taken the precaution to confult men of this defcription, he would have found 
that, in the opinion of the mod fkilful theologians in France, and according to the an- 
cient discipline of the church, the bifhop of Rome was not the univerfal bifhop of the. 
whole world ; and that he had no right to determine whether an individual living at a 
diftance from Rome fhould be deprived of the ufe of the facraments, and cut off from 
the communion of the church". 

But though Conde denied the fpiritual power of the king, he ftrenuoufly defended his 
temporal authority. " Your fubje£ts ought to obey you" — faid he to Lewis — "even 
* 4 though you were a heretic or an infidel. Such as would then refufe to acknowledge 
«• your authority, and to pay you tribute, would neither follow the precepts nor exam- 
" pie. of Jefus Chrift and his apoftles. The Saviour-of the. world commanded the pay- 
" ment of tribute to a pagan emperor ; and fubmitted himfelf to the fentence of an in- 
♦« fidel magiflrare. Saint Paul obferved the fame line of conduct in his appeal to Nero." 
The prince of Conde erred moft grofsly in the application of his examples ; which cer- 
tainly tend to fliew the neceffity of obedience to a lawful fovereign, and to juflify the 
exaction of imports by a monarch in a lawful manner ; but a king who, on his acceffion 
to the throne, had fworn to obferve the Chiiftian religion, would indifputably forfeit all. 

16 Le Vaflbr, torn. ii. Yir. 6. p. 112. 



pretenfions 



102 



HISTORY OF FRANCE, 



[l6l 5 . 



pretentions to the allegiance of his fubjects by a renunciation of the chriftian faith ; as 
he would, in that cafe, virtually difTolve the contract between himfelf and his people, 
by violating one of its principal conditions. 

The condlufion of the prince's fpeech was no better than the commencement. After 
having praifed the zeal of the commons and parliament for preferving the rights of the 
crown, and providing for the fafety of the king's perfon, at a time when fuch precau- 
tions, he acknowledged, were neceffary, he declared his opinion, that the clergy and 
commons mould both be prohibited from any farther difcuffion on the article ; that his 
majefty fhould take the decifion of the bufinefs upon himfelf, and prevent the publi- 
cation of the arret of the parliament, in order to pleafe the nobility and clergy, who 
complained that the magiftrates had invaded the liberty of the ftates-general. This 
advice tended to fecure the triumph of the clergy, and to expofe the commons and the 
parliament to the infults of an aflembly of ambitious priells, who evinced a difpofition 
to facrifice the welfare of their country to the caprice of the pope. But the fervile com- 
placency of the prince of Conde completed the difgult which all honeft men had al- 
ready begun to feel at his conduct. The court of Rome, and the cabal of bigots whom 
he had fought to gratify at the expence of truth, were greatly difpleafed with him for 
juftify'mg the oppofition of France to the dangerous efforts of pope Boniface the Eighth, 
during the reign of PhUip the Fair; and for praifing the prudence of the chancellor 
L'Hopital in procuring a folemn arret to be iffued againft. Tanquerel, a Bachelor of 
the Sorbonne, whofe thefes attacked the liberties of the Gallican church. On the 
other fide, the commons and parliament were more than ever convinced, that they had 
nothing to hope for from a prince fo weak and irrefolute, and who fo little underflood 
his own interefts. 

Policy, however, required that the clergy fhould at lean; give fome mark of their zeal 
for the fafety of the perfon of a king whofe father had been alfaflinated, in confequence of 
that very doctrine which the commons wifhed to condemn. They therefore prepared 
an Article levelled againft thofe who maintained that it was, in certain cafes, allowable 
to make an attempt on the lives of princes ; and at the end of their article they inferted 
the decree of the council of Conftance, condemning that pernicious doctrine. They 
farther entreated the king to apply to the pope for the purpofe of procuring a renewal 
and republication of this decifion, by the exprefs command ©f his holinefs. Con- 
tent with the united oppofition of the nobility artd clergy of France to the efforts of 
the commons, who wifhed to ftigmatize the pretentions of the Roman pontiffs over 
the temporal authority of fovereign princes, Paul the Fifth willingly confented that 
it fhould not be lawful to kill them, provided the popes were not deprived of the 
right of depofing them at their pleafurc, and of declaring ihem heretics, or enemies to 

the 
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the church*'. The chamber of the ecclefiaftics ordered this new article to be prefented 
to the two other chambers, who were requefted to join the clergy in preferring frefh 
complaints on the fubjecl of the arret pronounced by the parliament of Paris. Ar- 
naud John du Pleffis, hifhop of Lucon, afterwards fo celebrated under the title of 
cardinal Richelieu; and the coadjutor of Leitoure, were appointed to make the pro- 
pofal to the chamber of the nobles, who received them with every mark of attention and 
deference, and immediately acceded to their requeft. 

The commons were lefs obfequious and tractable. The infinuating manners of the 
bifhop of Mafcon, who had been appointed to hold a conference with them, proved ina- 
dequate to engage them to content themfelves with the article propofed by the clergy, 
and to unite in the cenfures of the other chambers on the conduct of the parliament. They 
fent word to the clergy that they would deliberate on the propofals fubmitted to them 
with regard to the article, but that they could not think of preferring a complaint 
againft the parliament before they had feen the arret againft which their cenfures muft 
be directed. Many of the members of the third eftate loudly exclaimed againft the 
bafe and unworthy conduct of the ecclefiaftics : " Do thefe men" — faid they — " whom 
«' the king has loaded with favours, flatter themfelves that they ihall get rid of the 
f* obligation by a renewal of the decree of a council, whofe authority has never been 

fully acknowledged by the court of Rome ? Js not the prefervation of the king's fo- 
** vereign power as dear to all true Frenchmen as the fafety of his perfon ? the cardinal 
«« du Perron has had the audacity to reproach us, to our faces, with having efpoufed the 
'* dogmas of Calvin and his difciples: does a man, then, become a heretic, when he main- 
44 tains that the church has no power over the temporal authority of kings ? Would to 
«♦ Heaven Calvin and his feclaries had always preached fo falutary a doctrine. The 
«' conduct; of the heretics reflects a difgrace on the prevaricating behaviour of our own 
" clergy- It well becomes du Perron, indeed, to preach up to us the maxims of the 
" League : If we are to believe him, Sixtus the Fifth and his fucceffors were in the right 
«' to declare that the late king had forfeited his pretentions to the crown, and to for- 
** bid the French, under pain of excommunication, to acknowledge him for their law- 
«« ful foverejgn , Y > 

The clergy had another audience of the king, at" which they enforced, with frefh argu- 
ments, the complaints they had preferred before ; and the next day, an arret of the 
council was iffued, by which the king " for good and weighty confiderationsj took up- 
«« on himfelf the decifion of the difputes which had arifen in the aflembly of the three 
** orders of the ftates of his kingdom, on the fubjeel of an article propofed in the cham- 
♦ 4 ber of the commons." He then ordered the execution of the arret pronounced by 
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the parliament to be fufpended, in confequence of thofe difputes ; and this order was 
accordingly fignlfkd to the court. The magistrates were greatly aftonifhed at this ex- 
traordinary fufpenfion of their arret, and expreffed the higheft difpleafure on the 
fubjeift : they afked, what were the good and weighty confideralitm which had led a 
queen, feduced, by the intrigues of the minifter and creatures of the Roman pont : fF, 
to facrifice fubjecls and magiftrates, whofe fole objedt was the prefervation of the king's 
pei fon and power, to ecclefiaflics who only fought to raife the power of the pope on 
the ruins of regal authority ; and to extend their own jurifdi&ion, to the prejudice or 
that which the, king had entrufted to his parliaments ? 

Though the clergy had obtained from the court a compliance with all the requefts 
they had preferred, they were neverthelefs diffatisfied ; they would not fuffer even the 
king himfelf to take cognizance of the article propofed in the chamber of the commons, 
nor to publifli any ordonnance for the fafety of his perfon, and the prefervation of the 
fovereign power. Such an attempt was, in their opinion, a criminal infringement oft 
the authority of the church. " We muft" — faid they" — " prefent a third remon- 
" ftrance to his majefty, and frankly tell him that we are refolved to put a flop to all 
" the bufinefs of the ftate, until we fhall have obtained a redrefs of the grievances 
" of which we complain." Some members, however, more moderate than the reft, 
diffuaded them from the adoption of fo violent a meafure, at leaft for the prefent; and 
advifed them to appoint a deputation to wait on the chancellor, in order to obtain, if 
poffible, from him the fatisfadtion they required. 

Five prelates were fixed on for this purpofe ; and the bifliop of Avranches, the ora- 
tor of the deputation, began his fpeech by returning the thanks of his brethren to Silleri, 
for the pains he had taken, in the courfe of this bufinefs, to maintain the rights of 
the church ; he then declared, that " the clergy would fufpend all tlieir deliberations, 
" until the king had commanded the commons to fupprefs their article ; and had for- 
" bidden the courts of parliament, and other fovereign companies, to enter, in future, 
" on any difcuflion relating to the doctrine of the church.; to decide on any queftions con- 
" cerning it, and particularly concerning the authority of the pope ; his majefiy referving 
" to himfelf the privilege of treating, on that fubject, with the Roman pontiff, in 
" conformity to the advice of the prelates of the kingdom. — The bifhop alfo required, 
that the parliament ftiould be forbidden to renew all former arrets on this matter, and to 
enforce their execution 

AU the members of the commons and the magiftrates of the parliament were ex- 
tremely difgufted at the intolerable arrogance of the clergy \ and they blamed the 
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chancellor for having neglected to anfwer the bifhop in a manner fui table to the Mile 
of their remonftrance. Silleri's dread of either faying or doing any thing which could 
give offence to the queen feemed unworthy the firft magiftrate of France. In fact, far 
from rejecting, with a noble indignation, thefe audacious demands, he affumed a mild 
and obliging tone. After protefting that, during the progrefs of this affair, he had been 
ever ftudious to promote the interefts of religion, the authority of the church, and 
the fatisfadtion of the clergy, the chancellor reprefented to the prelates, that, in the 
prefent conjuncture, the king had granted more to the clergy than prudence feemed 
to authorize ; and that the minds of the parties being in a ftate of agitation, it would 
not be poffible to give them any farther fatisfaction, without exciting a general dif- 
content of the commons and parliament. He allured them of the good difpofitions of 
the king in favour of the church ; and told them that as he had taken upon himfelf 
the decifion of the affair in queftion, they might be perfuaded it would be decided to 
their advantage. As to the threat of fufpending their deliberations, Silleri requeued 
they would revolve the fubject in their minds, and reflect a little on the inconveni- 
ences which muft inevitably enfue from the adoption of a fimilar refolution. 

But during thefe altercations the article propofed by the commons was printed and 
publifhed, under the title of " The fundamental law,''' and from the capital, where it 
firft appeared, it was difhibuted throughout the provinces, and fent into foreign coun- 
tries. This gave rife to a report that a divifion prevailed among the Catholics of 
France on the fubject of the pope's authority, and the Proteftants feemed to 
entertain hopes that it might lead to fome ferious confequences. Savaron, lieute- 
nant-general of Clermont in Auvergne, publifhed two treatifes, " on the fovereignty 
" of the king ;" and fome other perfon printed, " an apology for the article propofed by the 
" commons.'" The clergy, on their fide, circulated anfvvers to thofe books, in which 
they reprefented every thing that had pnffed between them and the commons in the 
mod favourable light for themfclves. James, king of England, whofe propenfity to 
writing made him frequently affume the pen without confult'mg the extent of his ta- 
lents, likewife became a party in this difpute. He had, fome time before, entered 
into a difcuffion with Du Perron on the fubject of the pope's primacy, and fimilar 
points of controverfy ; and as the cardinal, in his late fpeech, had attacked the oath 
exacted in England, under a pretence that the article propofed by the third eftate was a 
direct imitation of" it, king James thought it his duty to fupport what had been done 
in his own dominions, and to confute the cardinal's harangue. With this view he pub- 
lilhed a fmall book, entitled, " Declaration of the king of Great Britain on the rights 
" of kings, and the independence of their crowns." Though the learning of James 
was always disfigured by pedantry, yet in this publication he difplayed no fmall de- 
gree of acutenefs, and advanced fome ftrong truths, which greatly offended his fpiritual 
antagonist. 

Vol. IV. O The 
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The difpute was at length finally terminated, by a violent exertion of authority, 
on the part of Mary of Medicis, who made her fon infiit on the erafure of the article 
in question from the cahlcr of the commons; an unconstitutional mandate, which ex- 
cited great murmurs, but which, nevertheless, was carried into effect 3 °. The conduct 
of the nobility and clergy, in thus defending the abfurd pretentions of the pope, in 
oppofition to the interefts of their fovereign, and the honor of their country, was re- 
warded by a formal letter of thanks, in the form of a brief, from his holinefs, Paul, 
the Fifth. 

The court having fucceeded in their efforts to promote fuch difTentions between 
the different chambers of the states, as prevented them from paying proper attention 
to the grand objects for which they had met, thought they might avail themfelves of 
the opportunity to accelerate the diffolution of the affembly. A vigorous oppofition 
was, indeed, made by the commons, to a meafure which tended to deprive them of the 
power of enforcing the correction of abufes, but, being ahandoned by the nobility and 
clergy, they were compelled to yield to the torrent ; and a day was accordingly fixed for 
the prefentation of their cahiers to the king. 

A deputation of the nobility and clergy having met, four-and-twenty principal articles 
were agreed on between them, to be placed at the head of their refpective cahiers. The 
rhoft remarkable of thefe demands were, the publication of the decrees of the council of 
Trent ; the re-eftablifhment of the Romifh religion in Beam, and other places ; the 
infeparable union of that principality and the kingdom of Navarre with the crown of 
France, and a declaration that the domains poffclfed by a prince before his accefiion to 
the throne fhould be fubjedt to a fimilar annexation ; an abfolute prohibition to the 
fovereign courts to take cognizance of any matter of faith, of any thing concerning 
the authority of the pope, the doctrine and facraments of the church, monastic rules, 
or whatever affairs the clergy were pleafed to confider as of fpiritual import, under pain 
of having their fentences abrogated and annulled: the regulation of appeals, in particular 
cafes, with an elucidation of the nature and extent of the liberties of the Gallican church : 
a fuppreflion of the inheritance and fale of offices of justice; of governments and military 
employments, with a revocation of the reverlions already granted : the reformation of the 
univcrfities ; the re-eftablifhment of the Jefuits ; and the accomplifhment of the mar- 
riage concluded between the king and the infanta of Spain. The nature of thefe de- 
mands fufficiently proved the influence of the pope and the prevalence of the Spanifh 
faction in the chambers of the nobility and clergy, which, indeed, were farther evinced 
by their exhortation to the young monarch not to forget the obligations he was under 
to the queen-mother, for having given him a holy and religious education. Every ncccf- 
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fary precaution being taken, the twenty-third of February was the clay appointed for re- 
ceiving the cahiers of the ftates. 

As foon as the king and queen-mother (who were accompanied by the whole court) 
had taken their feats, Armand John du Pleffis, bifhop of Lucon, advanced to prefent 
the cah ier of the clergy, and to addrefs his majefty. Since this prelate, who was de- 
fcended from a family of fome diftincYion, but little property, in Poitou, had quitted 
the army to take the bifhoprick of Lucon, vacated by his brother Alphonfo, on his en- 
trance into a convent of Carthufians, he had endeavoured by all poffible means to ad- 
vance himfelf in the world. Become a member of the Sorbonne, he difplayed his 
talents in theological difputations, and took, at length, the degree of doctor of divi- 
nity. Diffatisfied with the circumfcri'oed fphere to which the abilities of ecclefiaftics in 
general were confined, he refolved to give his ftudies a more capacious range, and, 
returning into the country, he began by applying himfelf to the acquifition of that 
learning which is effentially neceflary to a man who feeks to gain diftinction in the 
field of controverfy 3 \ To this line of ftudy he was probably allured by the example 
of cardinal du Perron, whofe controverfial talents had been productive of a brilliant 
reputation, and a fplendid fortune. Du Pleffis flattered himfelf that with the advan- 
tage of birth, which Du Perron wanted, he might eafily attain to the fame rank in the 
church, provided he could procure an opportunity for the difplay of his abilities. But 
it afterwards appeared that Du Pleffis had been miftaken in the choice of his ftudies, 
and that he as much excelled Du Perron in conducting the bufinefs of a ftate, and the 
intrigues of a court, as he was himfelf excelled by that prelate in controverfial fkill and 
fcientific attainments. It was faid that Du Pleffis had been greatly admired at the court 
of Rome, whither he was obliged to repair, in order to obtain a difpenfation, on ac- 
count of his age, to enable him to hold the bifhoprick of Lucon : but a report pre- 
vailed at that time, and his enemies afterwards made it a fubject of reproach, that he 
had deceived pope Paul the Fifth by a flagrant falfhood, in affuring him that he was 
older than he really was The Pontiff is faid to have bellowed high commendations 
on the fenfe and addrefs of the prelate who had deceived him, and to have foretold 
that the bifhop of Lucon would one day become a fignal cheat 33 . On the return of 
Du Pleffis to Paris he endeavoured to obtain notice by joining in the intrigues of the 
court ; but his merit was not fufficicntly known to attract many admirers. Failing 
in this effort, he became one of the Lent- preachers in the metropolis, and the ap- 
plaufe beftowed on his fermons afforded an opportunity to his friends to fpeak favour- 
ably of his talents to Mary of Medicis, whofe efleem he afterwards found means to 
conciliate. However eftimable the qualities of a man who feeks to procure an efta- 
blifhment at court, he always ftands in need of a patron. Convinced of this truth, 
Du Pleffis endeavoured to infinuate himfelf into the good graces of the marefclial 
D'Ancre, the reigning favourite, whofe credit and influence had excited the jealoufy of 

3 1 Hiftoire du Cardinal de Richelieu, par Aubery, liv. i. chap. 2, S» Diverfes Pieces pour la Defenfe it 

la Reinc More— II Jttercuri'o di Vittorio Sii'i, torn. ii. lib. 3. Lc Vaflbr, torn. ii. liv. vi. p. 164. 
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the princes "of the blood and the chief nobility of the kingdom. On the convocation 
of the ftates-general he obtained a feat in that afTembly, in the hope of rinding fome op- 
portunity of exertion that might farther recommend him to the favour of the queen-: but 
the confidence of Mary was monopolized by the five cardmals and other prelates of dif- 
t'mcTion, who had alio feats in the alTcmhly, and who left the reft but little to do. 
All that Du Pleflis could obtain was a commiffion to prefent the cahier of the clergy 
to the king, and at the fame time to harangue his majtfty, in the name ot the ec- 
ckfiaftical chamber. 

His fpeech, which he took an hour and a half to deliver, was heard with attention 
and pleafure | but, though compofed in his beft manner, it contained nothing remark- 
able ; he demanded, in the name of the clergy, a retrenchment of the exceffive expences 
incurred by gratifications and penfions granted without neccffity ; the fuppreflion of 
the fale and inheritance of public offices ; tire reftitution of the property of the church in 
poffeflion of the Hugonots ; and the accomplishment of the double marriage with 
Spain. He complained bitterly that the clergy were not admitted into the king's 
council, and offices of ftate— " Your majefty" — laid the bifliop — " ought to allow 
«' us a greater fhare in public affairs. When fome of your predeceffors employed the 
" prelates of their kingdom, the Gallican church was in a more flourifhing ftate than 
" any other. But fince this laudable and falutary cuftom has been neglecled, the 
" French clergy have fo far loft their fplendor that they are no longer the fame. So far 
" from confulting prelates on matters of ftate, it is now imagined that the honour 
" we enjoy of being confederated to the worfhip of God renders us incapable of fcrv- 
«' ing our king, who is the living image of the Deity." This ill-timed obfervation ex- 
cited the mirth of the courtiers ; who remaiked, that Saint Paul refufed to fuffer thofc 
who had enlifted in the fervice of God to trouble themfelves about the atfairs of the 
world ; and afked whether the bilhop of Lucon and his brethren were of opinion 
that fuch a prohibition was only falutary in the time of the apoftles ? Du Plcffis ex- 
horted the king to leave the government of the ftate to the queen-mother, whole credit 
and authority could not, he thought, be too extenfive, fo long as he had any hopes of ad- 
vancing through her means: but the opinion of cardinal Richelieu proved very differ- 
ent from that of the bifliop of Lucon. 

The circuitous mede adopted by Du Pleffis, of introducing his demand with refpedt to 
the council of Trent, expoled the clergy to much cenfure and ridicule. " We confefs 
" witli tears in our eyes" — faid the orator, towards the conclufion ot his fpeech — " that 
" the diffipated manners of our order arc the principal caufe of the great evils with 
" which France is afflicted. It is in your power, Sire, to apply an efiicjcious remedy, 

by ordering the publication of the decrees of the holy council of Trent. The fm- 
" cere and ardent defirc which we have of re-eftablifh'mg among ourfelves the purity 
* of the ancient difcipline, is the only motive which leads us to prefent this moft 
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" humble rerjueft to vour majefty." In reply to this obfervation it was fa'id — M If thefe 
gentlemen are fo ftrongly clifpofcci to reform themfelves, what prevents them from re- 
" fufing to hold more benefices than one ; from rending in their refpedtive diocefes ; 
«' from retrenching their luxury and fupeifluous exptnces; and from a due obfcr- 
*' vance of the ancient canons? It is in their power to edifv us by leading an exemplary. 
" life, and by the promulgation of good precepts, without enforcing the publication of 
*• the decrees of the council of Trent. Their artifices are too fhallow to impofe on 
*' the mofl fuperficial minds: they have no intention of discharging their duty, and they 
" with to throw on others the blame of their own ncgleft 3 *." 

As the nobility acted in concert with the clergy, made the fame propofals and urged 
the fame demands, the baron de Senecey, their prelident, did not think it ncceffary to 
make a long fpecch. Miron, prefident of the commons, then addreffed the king, in a 
fpeech lefs poliflied, but more folid than that of the bifhop of Luco:i. This orator gained 
great credit, by his obfervance of a juft medium between the two extremes: he appeared 
ferious without affectation ; refpedlful without obfequioufnels ; and firm without paf- 
fion. «• Piety and juftice" — faid this orator — "are the firmeft fupports of the ftate, 
" and, by a misfortune which cannot be fufficiently deplored, nothing of thofe virtues 
" but the fhadow and the name are now to be found in France. We fhall have no great 
** difficulty in difcovering the reafons why the truths of religion are fo little known, 
" and fo ill-pra£tifcd. Several diocefes are without bifhops ; people of a certain de- 
M fcription are fuffered to enjoy thefe benefices under the title of Economat, or in virtue 
** of a fimple nomination. The prelates, in contempt of the moft facred laws of t'.^ 
** church, feldom refide in their diocefe. Moll of the rediors have fuch fmall incomes, 
'« that a man of common merit will not accept a living. Thofe who are richer, con- 
" tent to receive the profits, employ an ignorant curate to do their duty for a trivial 
'« ftipend. More than half the abbies are poffefied by people who have no canonical 
** title ; the revenues arifing from them are received by gentlemen, and not unfrequent- 
•« ly by thofe of a different religion. •On* perfon is fuffered to hold feveral benefices, 
" the profits whereof are appropriated to profane and criminal ufes. Many of the 
" clergy are not afhamed to become parties to fimoniacal con-tracls ; and from the irre- 
•« gular conduff. of that body of men are the calamities with which France is afflicted 

folely to be afcribed. Thtfe fhameful diforders have drawn down upon us the juft 

anger of God, whom men cannot offend with impunity. 

" It is our duty" — purfued the prefident—" not only to lay before you the abufes 
" which have been introduced into the kingdom ; but to give you fuch advice-as to us 
*' appears neceffary on the remedies which ought to be applied. We know of none 

i 
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" better, or more efficacious, than the obfervance of the holy decrees, of the wife or- 
" donnances of the kings your predeceflbrs, and of the Concordate entered into with the 
" holy fee. Strict refidence is there enjoined to all paftors, as well as the beftowal of 
" benefices on men capable, from the extent of their knowledge and the purity of their 
11 manners, of difcharging the duties annexed to them with propriety and e'ffecT:. The 
" rectors hold the mod important offices of the church, and your majefty may ealily 
" augment the revenue of fuch of them as are poor, by giving them the tytlies, or by 
" taking off fomething from thofe livings which are more confiderable. The abbies. 
«' and conventual priories liolden in cominendam form not one of the leaft abufes which 
" have been introduced into the church. Your faithful commons moll humbly befecch 
" your majefty to reftore thefe benefices to their proper ufe." 

Miron inveighed, with equal energy, againft the exceffes committed by the nobility 
and members of the law. He loudly complained of the contempt of juftice openly pro- 
fefTed by gentlemen ; of their frequent violations of the king's ordonnances ; of the 
acts cf violence which they committed on their own eftatcs ; of their boundleis paffion 
for play ; and their fuperfluous expences. In order to remedy the abufes and diforders 
which prevailed among the French nobility, Miron demanded the total abolition of 
duels ; a prohibition of deep play, and of fuperfluous luxury, which led to the ruin of 
many noblemen and gentlemen ; the punifhment of blafphemy and fwearing, which 
they thought an ornament to common converfation ; the protection of the king, in fa- 
vour of the people -they opprelTed ; and the reftitution of church property ; poflelTed by 
the nobility in contempt of the holy decrees of the councils. The abufes which ob- 
tained at the bar were cenfured with equal feverity by Miron, who not only propofed the 
fuppreffion of many ufelefs places which were burdenfome to the .people, but even the 
abolition of the fale of offices, though highly detrimental to the intereft of the commons. 
This laft regulation indeed was itrcnuoufly oppofed by the members themfelves, who 
probably thought that in going fo far, their orator bad exceeded his commiffion. Miron 
concluded his fpeech by recommending to .the^'oung monarch the re-eftablifhment of 
the police; the encouragement of commerce ; a juft adminiflration of the revenue; the 
abolition of ufelefs penfions ; the relief of the people, and the diminution of the taxes: 
then addreffing liimfelf to the queen-mother, he exhorted her to teach her fon to govern 
his people with wifdom, and frequently to inculcate on his youthful mind this important 
truth, that a king, by exertions of juftice and mercy, acquires more fubflantial glory, 
than by an oftcntatious difplay of his power, and by conquefts, which, far from ftrength- 
. eninga ftate, altnoft invariably drain it of men and money 35 . 

Such was the Lift. act. of the laft affembly of the ftatcs-general which was convened in 
fF ranee, until the year 1789. " Kid princes"— faicj William, prince of Orange, in his 

=■35 Le ValTbr, torn ii. Jiv. 6. p. 173. 
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apology againft Philip the Second, king of Spain — " hate affcmblies which have the 
** power of putting a flop to their tyranny, as much as good kings wifh for and love 
" them: thofe who wifh to become the true fathers of their people will ever believe 
*' that the (rates general form the inoft certain foundation of a juft government." Not 
that this reflection is by any means juftified by the conduct of that affembly, of whole 
proceedings we have given lb ample an account ; for the different interefts of the three 
orders having prevented them from acting in concert, they .did much more harm than 
good. 

The court, unwilling to acquiefce in any of the principal propofals urged by the ftates, 
was anxious to find a fpecious pretext for accelerating their diffolution. It was neceffary, 
however, to preferve appearances. A promife had been made to the three orders, that 
the king fhould give an anfwer to their cahiers before they left Paris: they were, there- 
fore, allowed to have another meeting, on condition that inftead of affembling at the 
wfual place, each chamber fhould meet at the private refidence of its prefident ; that the 
members fhould make no frefh propofals, nor adopt any refolutions with regard to mat- 
ters already difcuffed in the ftates-general. Meanwhile Mary of Medicis evinced a dif- 
pofition to give them fatisfafition on their moft important demands ; for which purpofe 
fhe ordered the propofitions contained in the cahiers to be claffed under three heads : the 
firft comprehended the affairs of the church ; the fecond thofe of the nobility j and the 
third thofe of the commons ; thefe were to be examined in different offices, compofed of 
feveral counfellors of Rate, commiffioned by the king to deliberate on the anfwers which 
he ought to give to each prepofition. From this regulation, hopes were entertained 
that fome effective meafures would be adopted; and under this idea each of the three 
orders deputed a committee to confer with the king's commiffioners. The court ap- 
peared to aft with fincerity ; and propofed the immediate examination of the . principal 
articles contained in the cahiers. . 

The fale of offices was the firft object: of difcuffion ; and Mary and her minifters 
hoped to get rid ©f this embairaffment, by means of the difficulties which would infalli- 
bly be flatted as foon as the queflion fhould be agitated of making the king amends for 
the diminution which Ivs revenue mufl fuffcr by fuch a regulation. The commons pro- 
pofed to fupply the deficiency by a purtial abolition or retrenchment of peniions; but to 
this the nobility raifed infuperable objections, and joined the clergy in voting for the 
impofition of fome new tax, which was as fhenuoufly oppofed by the commons. On 
this divifion the court founded its hopes of eluding all their demands, . In fact, all the 
three orders having, in appearance, agreed on the propriety of abolifhing the fale of 
offices, and reducing the officers of flate to a reafonable number, it became neceffary to 
jeplace the fifteen hundred thoufand livrcs which the king would lofe by the abolition of 
the Droit Annuel and the Parties Cafuelles. Some perfons fuggefted the propriety of a 
new tax — to laj.1 ten years— of thirty fols on every minot of fait in thofe provinces where 
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fche Galclk was eftablifhed, and of fome equivalent in the others which were exempt 
from that import. The propofal was accepted by the nobility and clergy, but the com- 
mons having rejected it, it gave rife to very long and tedious difcuffions. This was 
what the court wifhed to promote, in order to exhauft the patience of the deputies, and 

make the people wifh for their difmiffion. 

As foon as this proceeding had the defired effect on the minds of the public, the 
lenders of the three orders were fum'moned to appear at the Louvre, on the twenty-fourth 
of March, when they were fhewn into the gallery, whither the king repaired, accom- 
panied by his mother, and the members of his council. The chancellor declared to the 
deputies of the ftates, that his majefty having caufed the cahiers to be examined, they 
had been found to contain fo great a number of important articles, that it was not poffi- 
ble the king fhould anfwer them fo foon as he could wifh. " Nevertheless" — faid 
Silleri — " his majefty is willing to afford you the moft unequivocal proofs of his good 
" will towards you, by giving a favourable anfwer to thofe demands on which you have 
" moft infilled. The king has come to a determination to abolifh the file of offices, 
" and to regulate the number of officers; to eftablifh a chamber of juftice for en- 
" quiring into the conduct of financiers; and to retrench the penfions. All this will 
" be executed in fuch a manner as to afford the compleateft latisfadion to the ftates. 
" With regard to the other articles contained in the cahiers, the king will attend to 
" them as foon as poffible " This was confidered as a formal diffolution of the ftates, 
and the members accordingly feparated 3 °. 

Sixty-fix deputies of the third eftate, notwithstanding the diffolution, affembled and 
drew up a requeft to the king, reprelenting the inconveuiencies of the projected import: 
upon fait, the great weight of which would fall, exclufively, upon the people. They 
obferved that the curtailment of penfions, and fome other retrenchments which had been 
recommended by the commons, would afford a lefs Durdcnfome .means of making his 
majefty amends for the lofs he would Curtain by the repeal of the D< oit Annuel. But 
this remonftrance had no effect on the king, who reprimande I the deputies for having 
prefuined to nffemble after the diffolution of the ftates ; and the queen-mother advifed 
them to return to their refpeclive provinces without farther delay. 

The parliament, after the departure of the ftates, haflened to folicit the continuation 
of the laic of offices; and the quccn-mother, equally anxious to prevent its fupp'reffioh, 
caufed an arret of the council of ftate to be publifhed, by which the Droit Annuel was 
re-eftabli fhed for three years. It was mentio.u-d in the act, that his imjcy being un- 
able to lupply an immediate remedy for the inconveuiencies which mult enfuc from the 
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fot.il fuppreflion of the fale of offices, had found it expedient to defer the execution of 
" The good and holy refolution adopted by the ftates general of his kingdom ," that 
fuch a ftep had appeared to him the more rcafonable as the Gens de Robe might, with juf- 
tice demand the continuation of the Droit Annuel till the year 16 1 S, fince the public 
faith was pledged for it by two arrets of the council of ftate, iflued in 161 1 and 1612. 
This fhameful elufion of a promife fo folemnly made, and fo frequently repeated, 
afforded ftrong grounds for fuppofing that as little ceremony would be ufed with regard ta 
all the other refolutions adopted by the ftates general for the advantage of the kingdom. 

Relieved from the apprehenfions which the convention of the Hates had raifed in her 
mind; Mary now turned her attention to projects of plcafure and fchemes of ambition ; her 
hours were alternately pafled in preparations for accelerating the concluiion of the pro- 
jected alliance with Spain, and in efforts to fupprefs. the cabals and intrigues which were 
forming for the humiliation of her party. The duke of Longueville, and many of the 
principal nobility, enraged at the favour which Conchini continued to enjoy, entered 
into a clofe connection with the prince of Conde, with a view to humble the pride of 
that imperious foreigner, and to effe6t a diminution of the boundlefs authority of Mary 
of Medicis. The duke of Bouillon, ftill more irritated than the reft, becaufe the queen 
feemed to remember the intrigues he had formed again ft her better than the fervices he 
pretended to have rendered the ftate, exerted his utmoft endeavours to ftrengthen the 
prince of Conde's party, -by the acceflion of all the great men in the kingdom " who 
*• were difcontented, either on account of fome private 'offences they had received, or 
*' through envy, a vice more mean and common than any other 37 ." 

But while the nobles were feeking to promote the ruin of the queen's favourite, 
another appeared, who by degrees infmuated himfelf into the good graces of the king. 
This was Charles Albert de Luines, a private gentleman of the county of Avignon, 
who had recently come to Paris with his two brothers, Honore and Leon D'Albert; 
one of whom aflumed the name of Cadi.nct, and the other that of Brantes ; " Two 
" lordfhips" — faid the marefchal BafTbmpierre — over which a hare jumps every day 33 ." 
Luines, by the ardour with which he planned and partook of the childifh amufements 
of Lewis — to whom he had been introduced by the count of Lude — loon obtained his 
favour and confidence, which, under an appearance of levity and carcleflhefs, he was 
ftudious to turn to his own advantage 39 . The marefchal D'Ancre, attentive to all the 
actions of his youthful fovereign, foon difcovered that he had a greater friend/hip for 
Luines than for any other perfon who was fuftered to approach him, and this difcovery 
made him refolve to fecure the attachment of the new favourite, in order to employ him 

3? Memoires du Due de Rohan, liv. i. 33 Bernard, Hiftoire de Louis XIII. liv.'iv.; — Additions aux 

Memoires de Caftelnau, liv. vi. P-4S5) 456. 39 Memoires dc la Re^ence de Marie de Medicis. 
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againfl Souvre and his fon, Courtenvaux, who had great influence over the king, and 
who were known enemies to Conchini. To this relblution was Luines indebted for the 
government of Amboife, which he obtained at the recomendation of the marefchaj 
D'Ancre, who, thinking to fecure a grateful dependent, promoted the elevation of a dan- 
gerous rival. The government which was now beftowed on Luines- had been lately re- 
signed by the prince of Conde, under the idea that the ftates-gcneral would, at the infti- 
gation of the queen and her ininifters, demand' the reftitution of the places which had 
been iurrendered to the confederates by the treaty of Saint Menehoudi, 

The duke of Bouillon, convinced by experience that the parliament of Paris had nor 
fufficient confidence in the integrity and talents of the prince of Conde to declare in his 
favour, fhould he make any open attack upon the court, was of opinion, that the beft 
mode of fecuringthe fupport of that formidable company, would be to engage it in fome 
difpute with the miniftry that would induce it to have recourfe, of itfelf, to the protec- 
tion of the prince and his party, in order to fcrcen it from the enmity of the queen, and 
to enable it to enforce the adoption of its own meafures The duke conducted this 
intrigue with fo much fkill and dexterity, that the principal mngiftrates fell into the fnarc 
he had prepared for them, and even thofe who had refolved not to enter into the new 
faction found themfelves engaged in it againft their inclination. Indeed, the minds of 
the parliament were fufficiently prepared for an enterprize of this nature ; they were 
difeontented with the infringements which the court itfelf made on the royal authority, 
with a view to confirm and extend the power of the pope; with the favourable audience- 
granted to the clergy and nobility, when thofe two orders petitioned the king to enforce 
the decrees of the council of Trent, and to abridge the jurifdicYion of the civil niagif- 
trates with regard to ccclefiafiical affairs; with the refolution adopted by the flates- 
general, on the accomplifhment of the double marriage with Spain ; and, laflly, with 
the extraordinary favour enjoyed by the marquis of Ancre, who was univerfally deteftcd 
throughout the kingdom, and particularly at Paris. All thefe fubjects of difcontent 
Bouillon was careful to aggravate and confirm ; he ftrenuoufly excited the magiftrates 
to the adoption of fome vigorous refolution for reforming the ftate ; and he reprefented 
to them, in pointed terms, the glory and confequence which the parliament muff neccf- 
Farily acquire, by obtaining that which the affembly of the ftate* had not been able to 
procure. In fhort,he gave the magiftrates to underhand, that if they would dil'chargt 
their duty, and evince a becoming zeal for the public good, the princes and nobility 
would fupport their remonftrances fo effectually, that the queen would be compelled to 
pay them proper attention* 

The duke was too well acquainted with the temper and difpofition of the court, not- 
t© know that as foon as the magiftrates fhould attempt to interfere in matters of ftate, 
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they would experience the mofl decided oppofition ; but this was the object: of his 
wifhes, from the perfuafion that the people, difcontentcd with the court for rejecting the 
remonftrances of the parliament, on a fubject which tended to promote their welfare and 
relief, would not fail to declare in favour of the magiftrates, and of thofe who fhould 
fecond their demands. Farther, to forward his own views, Bouillon took care to profit 
by the difcontents which prevailed among thofe members of the ftates who were inoft 
concerned for the real interefts of their country ; and who had been difmiffed in viola- 
tion of a folemn promife that they mould fir ft receive a favourable anfwer to the de- 
mands contained in their cahiers. The members of the commons who had evinced more 
firmnefs and integrity than the other two orders, fecretly ftimulated by the duke's emif- 
faries, contributed not a little to excite the parliament to adtion. 

Nothing now remained but to gain over the Hugonots to his intereft ; and as he had 
confiderable influence among them, his hopes of fuccefs appeared not to be deftitute of 
foundation. Des Bordes, Mirande, and Bertheville had been lent to court by the re- 
formed churches, in order to fettle the circumftances of a general afTembly which was to 
be holden with the king's permiffion ; and Bouillon enfured the fupport of thefe 
deputies, by pointing out to them the remedies he meant to apply to the diforders of the 
ftate, and the advantages which muft thence neceflarilv accrue to the reformed. 

The parliament now began to a£t : the firft prefulent having aflembled the different 
chambers, informed them that it was time to take into confideration the promife they 
had received from the king, to give no anfwer to the cahiers prefented by the ftate, and 
to adopt no refolution, without previoufly hearing the remonftrances of his parliament on 
the fubjecl. To give greater weight to their proceedings, an arret was palled on the 
twenty-eighth of March, holding out an invitation to the princes of the blood, the 
dukes and peers, and the officers of the crown, to take their feats in the parliament, in 
order to deliberate with the chancellor, and all the other magiftrates, on a propofal that 
would be fubmitted to them, for promoting the fervice of the king, the relief of his fub- 
jeiSts, and the good of the ftate. 

This arret gave great offence to the court, who confidered the conduct of the parlia- 
ment as a grofs invafion of the regal authority ; and Mary, perfuaded that the partifans 
of the prince of Conde had excited this frefh tumult among the magiftrates, ifTued a pro- 
hibition to his highnefs, and all thofe noblemen who had, the year before, efpouled his 
party, to accept the invitation of the parliament. The attorney and two advocates- 
general were ordered to attend at the Louvre, where the chancellor, in the king'-; pre- 
fence, feverely cenfured the conduct of the parliament, who, he faid, had greatly exceeded 
the limits of their power, by their injudicious interference in matters of ftate: this cen- 
fure was repeated by the queen-mother ; and, after the council had deliberated on the 
^matter, the crown lawyers had orders to tell the parliament that, the king being at Paris, 
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they had no right to afilmble for the purpofe of difcuffing affairs of ftate ; nor to invite' 
the princes, and others who had feats in the parliament, to attend, without previoufly 
afking pertniffion of his majefty, who forbade them to proceed any farther in the- 
bufinefs. 

TIic ileps taken by the parliament were here Fmproperly termed an interference in- 
matters of ftatc: the king had exprefsly promifed the magiftrates to give no anfwer to 
the cahiers of the ftatcs-general, until he had heard their remonilranccs on the iuhject ; 
and therefore he himfeff had acknowledged their right to affemblc for the purpofe of 
concerting thole remonflrances. And as the bufinefs was of the utmoft conlcquence ta 
the whole kingdom, they had certainly acted tight in inviting all their members to at- 
tend ; and the prohibitions ifiued by Mary couW, conftitutipnally, be confidered in no 
other light than as a deipotic exertion of authority. 

The parliament frill perfifiing in their fit ft rcfolution, fent a deputation to the king to 
remonftrate on- the impropriety of putting a (fop to their proceedings by an act of arbi- 
trary power. Silleri, the chancellor, was appointed to anfwer the deputies ; he told them 
that the annals of France contained no example of a proceeding fimilar to that which 
was now adopted by the parliament, with the juft limits of whofe power and jurifdictiorr 
the king was perfectly acquainted; that that company had no more right to interfere in 
any thing which concerned the government of the fbte, than to take cognizance of af- 
fairs relating to the accompts and gabelles : that the kings had referved the firft for 
thcmfelves; and had appointed proper courts for the management of the two laft. After 
lome farther obfervations of the fame nature, Lewis himfelf renewed the prohibition 
to proceed. 

Theremark of the chancellor, with regard to the interference of the parliament, was 
certainly unjuft and ill-founded, in the extent to which he meant it fhould be carriedj 
' We have alreadv (hewn, in a former part of this hiftory, that the practice of verifying 
and vegijlering the royal edicls in the parliament of Paris, prevailed at an early period of 
the monarchy ; that it was ellablifhcd as a fundamental maxim in French jurifprudencc, 
that no law could be publifhed in any other manner; that, without this formality, no 
edict or ordonnance could have any effect ; that the people were not bound to obey if, 
and ought not to confider it as an edict or ordonnance until it was verified in the fuprems 
court, atter free deliberation. It could not therefore be faid, that the parliament had no 
light to interfere in any thing which concerned the 1 government of the kingdom. The 
maxim of Jdve riiente Principe ccffut Magijh atus could not poffibly apply in this inflance ; 
for though the king was ptefent in the capital, he had not attended the parliament, which i 
was effentially requifite to difablethe magiftrates from performing any of their functions. 
H.-.d the principle advanced by the chancellor been true, how would he have accounted 

far 
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for the circumftancc of the kings of France liftening to the remonftrances made by the 
parliament on the wants of the people, and on the j uiticc or injuftice of their ordon- 
nances, which were, properly fpeaking, fubmitted to the examination of the magiftrates. 
Whence came it that the princes of the blc^nd, peers of the realm, and officers of the 
crown had feats in the parliament I What reafon had Mary of Mcdicis for being in fuch 
liafte to be declared, by the parliament, regent of the kingdom, during the minority of 
her fon ? And what neceffity was there for Lewis the Thirteenth to be declared of age, 
by the fame court, and capable of governing the kingdom himfelf, in future, accord- 
ing to law. 

The parliament Hill remained firm to their principles, and proceeded to frame a re- 
monftrance on the unconftitutional conduct which the minifters of the king had advifed 
his majefty to adopt. The queen-mother, informed by fier fpies of the proceedings of 
the magiftrates, fummoned a certain number of them to repair to the Louvre; when, the 
king having referred them to her for a declaration of his will, fhe told them, in a threat- 
ening tone, that their attempt was unprecedented, and that her fou would pimifli the 
authors of it, fhould they perfift in their difobedience. " He is your king and your 
" mailer" — purfued Mary — " be perfuaded he will know how to exert his authority-, 
" fhould you fet his prohibitions at defiance. They are people difaffected to his fervice 
" who lead you to treat his orders with contempt." — The fir ft prefident contented him- 
felf with coolly anfwering that he would communicate the king's intentions to the 
parliament. 

While the minds of the public were in the greateft agitation, on account of this dif- 
pute between the court and the parliament, the queen-mother endeavoured to foothe 
the reformed, through fear that they might be induced to form too clofe a connettiot* 
with the prince of Conde, who was anxious to make them join his party. Convinced of 
the probity and moderation of Du Pleffis-Momai, the queen maintained a correlpondenre 
with him ; and the minifters and fecretaries of ftate had frequently written to him to 
let him know what was going forward in the affembly of the ftates-general 4 '. A pro- 
pofal which had been made in the chamber of the nobles ; had caufed a great noife in 
tire affembly, and the depcties of the reformed religion had loudly and juftly com- 
plained of it. The clergy, having formally drawn up the form of the oath taken by 
the king's of France at their coronation, had been careful to infert this article : " / will 
* ft eely and to the utmojl of my power endeavour to expel from my jurifdifiion and ter- 
** rtfr'tcs all hireVcs condtmned by the church. The late king, and even Lewis the 
Thirteenth Himfelf had made exprefs declarations that, in this oath, they did not 
1 mcaii to cj.uprehend their fubjedh of the reformed religion. But this exception dif- 
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pleafcd a number of bigots; and fome members of the nobility propofed the infertion of an 
article in their cahier, by which the king fhould be entreated to preferve the Catholic, 
jipojhlic, and Rom 'ijh religion, according to the oath taken at his conjuration. Some of the 
reformed members exclaimed againft a propofal fo unjuft and ill-timed, and the difpute 
that enfued had nearly been attended with very ferious confequences 4 *. 

The matter was difcuffed at court, and the minifters were ftudious to remove the 
umbrage and difpel the fufpicions which a propofal of this nature was fo well calcu- 
lated to excite in a party whofe efteem it was their intereft to conciliate. The queen- 
mother, apprized of the intrigues of the duke of Bouillon, perfuaded the king to iffue 
a declaration, on the twelfth of March, in which, after excufing the imprudent zeal 
of thofe members who had made the propofal in the chamber of the nobles, he pro- 
tefted that the difpute had given him the greateft diipleafure, as it had alsvays been his 
intention to make all his fubjecls live in friendfhip with each other, and inviola- 
bly to maintain the grants made by the late king and himfelf to the reformed ; and 
he ordered aU the edi&s, declarations and private articles to be religioufly maintain- 
ed and obferved : the declaration concluded in thefe words — <*« We trull to the good- 
** nefs of the Almighty to reunite all our fubjects in one religion, by the ordinary 
•« and accuftomed modes of the church : convinced as we are, by paft experience, that 
•** violent remedies have only tended to augment the number of thofe who have quit- 
«' ted the pale of the church, inftead of fhewing them the way to return." The par- 
liament made fome fcruple to regifter this declaration, but the magiftrates being no lefs 
fearful than the court of offending the reformed, at this critical conjuncture, thought 
proper, at length, to withdraw their oppofition. 

The parliament, during this time, had proceeded with their remonftrance, and after 
it had been duly digefted and repeatedly read, the crown-lawyers had orders to in- 
form the chancellor that the court demanded an audience of the king. The twenty- 
fecond of May being fixed on by Lewis for receiving their petition, a deputation of forty 
magift r ates repaired to the Louvre, attended by the attorney and advocates-general, 
and* followed by a vaft multitude of people. After waiting half an hour, they wer» 
conducted by the captain of the guards into the council chamber, where they found the 
king, and queen-mother, accompanied by the dukes of Guife, Nevers, Vendomc, Mont- 
morenci, and Epernon; the chancellor; the marefchals d'Ancre and de Souvre; leveral 
other noblemen ; and the principal councillors of ftate. 

Verdun, the firft prefident, prefentcd the remonitrance to the king, and having re- 
gucfted that it might be immediately perufed, the young monarch gave it into the hands 
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of Lomenie, fon to the fecrctary of ftate, with orders to read it aloud. The ftile of 
this remonstrance was dignified and Spirited ; and the obfei vations it contained were 
juSt and well-applied : it began by Stating the difplcafurc which tlie parliament had ex- 
perienced at the fmifter inrcrpretations whiefh had been given to their arret of the 
!>wenty-eig'hth of March: it then proceeded to refute the afTertion of the chancellor de 
Silleri, that the refolution to invite the princes of the blood, the dukes and peers, and 
the officers of the crown, was an unprecedented encroachment on the authority of the 
king. " Our conduit on this occafion, fire," — faid the magistrates — " is neither with- 
** out example, nor without rcafon. Philip the Fair rendered your parliament Sedentary, 
** and Lewis Hutin eStabliShcd it at Paris : but both father and fon left it in pofTeffion of 
M the functions and prerogatives which it had enjoyed under the kings their predeceSTbrs. 
" The parliament is born, as it were, with the State. It fupplies the place of the 
" princes and barons who in ancient times were Stationed near the perfons of their 
** Sovereigns, to affift them with their advice. The right of fitting and voting in the 
«« parliament, which the princes and peers of France have ever enjoyed, affords a fuf- 
4< ficient proof of what I advance. Our fovereigns have never failed to fend the laws, 
" ordonnances, edicts, and treaties of peace to the court; nor to fubmit totheparlia- 
** mcnt affairs of the greateSt importance ; in order that the magistrates might delibe- 
" rate thereon, without any conitraint ; examine the merits of each particular point, - 
** and impofe fuch restrictions and modifications as to them Should feem neceffary. 
" Even what our monarchs grant to the States-general of their kingdom muft be veri- 
»' fied in the parliament : there is their rova! throne, and bed of juStice truly placed. 

" Under king John, the princes, prelates, and moft noble perfons in the kingdom, 
" were fummoned to attend the parliament of Paris, in order to regulate the affairs 
** of the State, which were then in extreme confuSion. It was by the advice of the 
w fame company that Charles the Wife declared' war againft the king of England,. 
" from whom the provinces of Poitou and Guienne were wrefted. Every body knows 
M that the parliament a£ted as a mediator between the houfes of" Orleans and Bur- 
" gundy, whofe deadly feuds brought the kingdom to the brink of destruction. Lewis, 
M that prince fo jealous of his authority, far from being difpleafed with the prefident^ 
♦* La Vacquerie when he made fome remonStrance on an edi£t which the king wiShed 
M to publifh, thanked both him and the magistrates who accompanied him, and : pro- 
" mifed never to compel them to do any thing that was repugnant to their confeience. 
M Lewis the Twelfth, before he adopted the refolution of reSifting the ufurpations and* 
" efforts of pope Julius the Second, and fome other princes who hadientered into a league 
u againfl France, confulted his parliament. He even afterwards invited the principal 
** magistrates to Tours, to afk their adv ice on the marriage he had projected between 
" his eldeft daughter, and Francis, count of Augouleme, prefumptive heir to the 
M crown. 

When 
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* When Francis the Firft fucceeded to the throne of his father-in-law, the parlia- 
*■« ment fent memorials and inftruftions to his mother, the regent, on matters which 
" they deemed eflential to the welfare and prefervation of the kingdom. The treaty 
** of Madrid and feveral others concluded with Spain, were previoufly concerted with 
** the parliament of Paris. In our time, Henry the Third publicly expreffed his regret 
" at not having followed the good advice we had given him, and at having extorted 
" from us a verification of certain edicts which were afterwards revoked. We might alfo 
" quote, fir, what we did under the reign of the king, your father ; but it is fuf- 

ficient Jo requeft your majefty to recollect the arret we paffed at the commencement 
** of your own reign, in order to enfure the regency to tlie queen, your mother. We 
" dare venture-to obferve to your majefty that the fiift acts of a king after he comes 
" of age ought not to be abfolute commands. Your advifers are wrong to accuftom 
" you thus early to exertions of authority to which good princer. have feldom recoui fe. 
*' The more extenfive the greatnefs and power of a king, the more fparingly ought 
" he to ufe his authoiity, if he wifh it to laft long. This is a certain and invariable 
" maxim of good policy. 

" If prejudiced or ill-advifed kings have refufed, in certain cafes, to liften to the 
" remonftrances of the parliament, fitch examples ought not to be propoftd to vour 
" majefty as worthy of imitation. Francis the Firft expreffed his concc Hi at not hav- 
*' ing liftened to thofe which were made to him on the fubject ot the d 1 "('ate. He 
" compelled the parliament to verify it, but he afterwards declaied tint th«i v.olence 
" was the ad ion ot which he moft repented. We well .kirftw wh.it wer the evil coun- 
" cils which reduced Charles the Ninth to fpeak with levtrity of his parluijie'nt. In 
" the fequel he repentid of his conduct; and far from thinking thai our company 
" ought only to take cognizance of difputes between indi yiduah. he caivt 10 the par- 
" liament himfelf, accompanied by the queen, his mot'jer. the princes of tlie flood, 
" and the noblemen of his council, in order to deliberate on the moft important a f- 
" fairs of tlie ibte, Foreigners admire the wile conftitution o> the government 
" of France. Of favours, benefactions and rewards you 'arc tlie tole difpenler ; and 
" Tence you are poffeffed of every thing tliat can attract the love of the people to- 
" wards you. All that relates to the obfervance of the laws and the. adminiftration 
«« of juftice is entrufted to your pat liament. It was the will of your predeceflors that 
" wc fhould take cognizance of their rights and try their caiifes, as well as thcle of 
* l the mcaneft of their fubjects. By this means you are exempted from the envy which 
" the fovcreign power generally excites, and from the importunities of powerful no- 
" hies', who would endeavour to extort favours and rewards prejudicial to the welfare of 
*' the ftate," 

After adducing examples to prove that the parliament had always been accuftomed 
to lake cognizance of matters of ftate, they proceeded to ftate the reafons which had 

induced 
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induced them to invite, the princes of the hlond, the peers of the realm, and the officers of 
the crewn. " Your parliament, fire" — faid they — " fees with extreme cjrief the dil- 
" orders which have been introduced into all the departments of the ftate. People of 
M a certain defcription profit by the ruin of the people; and the juft npprehenfions 
" they entertain of having their conduct invr.ftigated lead them to give your majefly 
" finifter impreffions with regard to us, to tnfpire vou with an averfion from our com* 
" pany, and to diffuadc you from liftening to our difmterefted counfels, and falutary re- 
" monftrances. In a neceffity thus urgent for fupplying a remedy for the calamities 
" of the ftate, the parliament thought it their duty to inveftigate the fource of thofe 
" diforders, in conjunction with the great men of the realm; to invite them to be- 
" come witneiTes of our fidelity, and the rectitude of our intentions ; and to deliberate 
" with them on the proper means of correcting the abufes which are daily augment - 
** ing. We never entertained a thought of adopting any refolution, or of ordaining 
*' anything, of ourfelves. Our only defign was to concert, with the princes, the peers, 
" and officers of the crown, what remonftrance it would be proper to prefent to your 
" majefty ; and to engage them to promote, jointly with us, a reformation of thofe a- 
" bufes which have excited the complaints of all orders of people. The declarations 
" we made, that the execution of our arret fhould be fubmitted to the confederation of 
" your majefty, ought to difpel any fufpicions that may have been excited in your mind. 
" It affords a certain proof that we never wifhed to encroach upon your authority ; 
" which we confider as facred and inviolahle. 

Whatever pains the company took, during the perufd of this remonftrance, to com- 
pofe their countenances and conceal the emotions of their hearts, it was eafily to be 
perceived that fuch a beginning was highly difpleafing to the queen and her minifters. 
Mary could fcarcely contain herfelf ; for fhe was well aware that fuch a preface was cal- 
culated to preparethe minds of the audience for a detail of the bad adminiftration of 
affairs during her regency. The marefchal d'Ancre in vain attempted to aflume an ap- 
pearance of fatisfadTion ; vexation and rage appeared in his countenance in fpite of him- 
felf : the chancellor blufhed to find himfelf convicted of igorance or infincerity ; the 
dukes of Guife and Nevers, the marefchal de Souvre, and all thofe who were enemies 
to Conchini and his paitifans, fufficiently evinced their fatisfaction at hearing them 
attacked and cenfured. If thefe noblemen had not been apprehenfive of the too great 
authority of the prince of Conde's faction, and particularly of the duke of Bouillon, 
they would, without ceremony, have applauded the remonftrance of the parliament. 
When Souvre came to that part in which the different diforders which obtained in the 
government were fpecified, the magiftrates obferved, with fecret fatisfaction, the alter- 
nate fymptoms of pleafure and indignation fucceffively exhibited by the fame pcrfons. 
Thofe who feemed rejoiced at the contents of one paragraph, in which their rivals were 
cenfured, changed countenance on the perufal of the next, in which their own actions 
were commented on with proper fe verity 4 \ 
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It mull be confefled that the various abufes in the government had been collefled with 
great difcernment, and ware fet forth with equal courage and freedom. The magiftrates 
of the parliament of Paris would doubtlefs have deferved the higheft commendation, if 
they had difplayed a little more difinterellednefs, and if the mander in which they aban- 
doned an enterprize, begun with vigour, and purfued with firmnefs, had not proved that 
they had been actuated rather by afpiritof faction and intrigue, than by the love of juftice 
and of their country. The fale and inheritance of offices were confideredas an evil of 
great magnitude by a corifiderable part of the kingdom, and the ftates-general had de- 
manded the fuppreffion of a cufrom deemed pregnant with pernicious confequences ; 
yet far from fupporting ihis demand, the parliament not only took no notice of it in their 
remouftrance, but exerted their utmoft efforts in order to render it ineffectual. They cir- 
culated a report that it had been propofed and received by the fiates at the inftigati©n of 
the marefchal D'Ancre, and the confidential minifters of the queen, who, they faid, 
wifhed to have the difpofal of places, honours, and rewards, that they might gratify their 
relations and dependants. It was remarked, that thofe who voted for the continuation of 
one abufe, came with a very ill grace to propofe the abolition of others. 

Whatever might be the rectitude of their intentions, it is certain their remonftrances 
were reafonable and juft. They reprefented that certain people had endeavoured to 
weaken the authority of the king, by rendering it problematic and doubtful. This was 
an open attack on the fpeech of the cardinal du Perron to the flates, which was called a 
fubverfion of the fundamental law of the realm: to flop " The courfe of thofe perni- 
*' cious maxims, and to prevent the fovereign authority, which the king held from G.d' t 
" from being fubje&ed to another power," under any pretext of religion, the magif- 
trates demanded the execution of the laws eftablifhed in France in the earlieft ages, and of 
the arrets paffed at a fubfequent period ; they required " that thofe who fought to render 
" the royal dignity dependent on 3 foreign domination fliould be declared enemies to the' 
" ftate ; and that all the declarations fent to Rome, to the prejudice of the king's autho- 
" rity, fhould be declared null, and contrary to the fundamental laws of the crown." 
This lafl demand regarded the letters which many of the clergy had written to the Roman 
pontiff, in order to affure him of their attachment to his fee, and of their zeal for the pre- 
fervation of his rights. 

The French Proteftants were highly pleafed with theconducl of the parliament in this* 
rcfpecV. they were only at a lofs how to reconcile it with another article of their remon- 
ftrance, in which they demanded " The prefervation of the Catholic, apoftolic, and Roman. 
u religion in its primitive fplendor." This appeared to them a manifeft contradiaion. " Is- 
M the Catholic, apoftolic, and Roman religion of the parliament"— faid they — "different 
" from the Catholic, apoftolic, and Roman religion of the clergy ? If by the Catholic 
" apoftolic, and Roman religion we are to underftand that which acknowledges the pope 
« br the vicar of Tefus Chrift, the vilible head of the church, and the center of the eccle- 
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" fiaftical communion, does it not feem that Du Perron was right in maintaining, that they 
' could not, without caufing a fchifm with Rome, condemn as pernicious, and contrary 
" to the holy fcriptures, a fentiment which the vicar of Jefus Chrift maintains to be true, 
" and which he has caufed to be confirmed by feveral councils? When, therefore, the 
" parliament demands the prefervation of the Catholic, apoftolic, and Roman religion in 
" its ancient fplendor, they ought to demand the fame reformation which we have fo long 
"urged; that is to fay, that religion fhould be placed on the fame footing on which it 
" flood at Rome and elfewhere under the reign of Conftantine; and that the authority of 
V the pope fhould be reduced to the limits prefcribed by the firft general council. Unlefs 
" the parliament entertain nearly the fame fentiments with ourfelves" — added the Protef- 
tants — " it is not poffible to affix a reafonable fenfe to thefe two articles of their remon- 
" ftrance. But on the other hand can it be fuppofed that they wifh to declare enemies to 
" the ftate, the majority of the clergy, and all others who follow the Catholic, apollolic, 
" and Roman religion, as eftablifhed for five or fix hundred years 4 V 

Mary of Medicis could not hear without emotion the fecond article, which required 
that all alliances made or renewed by the late king, with foreign princes, potentates, and 
republics, fhould be confirmed: " On that" — faid the magiflrates — "depends the fafety 
" of the ftate, and the repofe of Chriftendom." Her majefty was well aware that they 
meant to attack, by indirect means, the conclufion of the double marriage with Spain. 
Every body exclaimed, that the fole objeft of the court of Madrid in concluding the 
treaty, was to break, by degrees, all the engagements which Henry the Fourth had con- 
tracted with the princes of the Proteftant ftates, whom the houfe of Auftria wifhed to 
opprefs. But fome members of the council appeared ftill more confufed than the queen, 
on the perufal of the third article, in which the king was entreated to " retain in his council 
" the princes of the blood, the officers of the crown, and the ancient counfellors of ftate, 
" who had enjoyed places of truft and confidence; and to difmifs thofe perfons who had 
" been admitted, within a few years, without any other merit than that of being the fa- 
" vourites of thofe who wifhed to furround the king with their own creatures." The mare- 
fchal D'Ancre and his friends were obferved to turn pale at this pafTage; while foine others 
evinced their uneafinefs at the perufal of the fourth article, by which the king was en- 
treated " to prohibit all perfons of whatever quality, from receiving penfions, gifts, or 
" appointments from any foreign prince, under pain of being treated as traitors ; and like- 
" wife to all counfellors of ftate, and officers of fovereign courts, from accepting any 
" penfion or appointment from any prince or nobleman of the realm, from the clergy or 
" the communities, under pain of incurring the fame punifhment, agreeably to the or- 
" donnances." 

.Both the avowed and fecret enemies of Conchini expreffed their fatisfa&ion at finding 
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him fo clearly pointed out in the article which befought the kiiig to obferve the an- 
cient laws of the realm, that forbade the beflowal of any office, or military dignity, or 
government of a province, or any place of importance, on a foreigner. The tnagllmftles 
obferved that the officers of the crown, and governors of towns and provinces, ought to be 
maintained in their authority, without fuffering any perfon to interfere in the c'.iicharge of 
their functions. They alfo requeued the king not to grant, in future, the reverfion 01 any 
place or government, and to prevent the offices of his own- houfhold, and ot the honfhokls 
of the children of France, from being expofed to fale. 1 hey accufed certain ecclefiallics 
of having introduced a new oath of fidelity to the pope; of holding a private correfpon- 
dence, fecret councils, and too frequent communications with the nuncio, and the court 
of Rome. And as it was fupp Tcd that the oath alluded to was exacted by the nuncio on' 
the examination which took place, on the puritv of the life and manners of a clergyman, . 
previous to his inftitution to a confiftorial benefice; the parliament demanded that fuch. 
examination lhould in future be entrufled to the bifhop ol the diocefc,. according to an- 
cient cuilom. 

The next object of their remonllrance was the prefervation of the liberties of the 
Gallican church, on which they dwelt with great energy and effect, . They demanded 
that no perfons ffiould be appointed to bifhopricks and abbics, but fuch as were, by their 
knowledge and virtues, well qualified to fulfil, with becoming dignity, the duties of their, 
office. As a report had prevailed that the inarefchal D'Ancre kept near his perfon, or, 
at leaft, under his protection, a number of Jews, magicians, and afldfilns, the pailiament, 
anxious to render the favourite, if poffible, more odious than he was already, did not 
fail to obferve-, that the laws again ft perfons of that defcription lhould be rigidly en- 
forced. 



Though no exprefs mention was made of the Jcfuits in the remonllrance, thev were 
clearly alluded to; and the parliament feemed to infinuate, that it was neceffarv either to.- 
expel them the kingdom, or, at leaf!, to abrogate what was dangerous in their inftitutions 
indirect contradiction to the nobility and clergy, who had, in their cahier, demanded the 
re-eftablifhment of the Jcfuits in the univerfities. After complaining of the vaft number 
of religious orders newly eftablifhed, the parliament infilled, that they fhould " be reduced 
" and regulated, conformably to the ancient decrees, the canonical conftitutions, the or- 
" donnances of the kings, and the confequent arrets of the parliament." They entreated 
Lewis " to reftore the univerfity of Paris to its primitive luftre ; to excite, by new grati- 
" fications, the profefTors of the fciences to bring up the French youth in .the paths of. 
" piety, and in the ancient doctrine of the nation, and to fortify them againft the artifices 
"of fuch as endeavoured to corrupt the fcholars, by infpiring them, with fentiments very 
" different from thofe which all true Frenchmen entertain for their king, their country, 

and 
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*■ and their parents. Of this diforder" — faid the magiurates — "' we have felt, and do flill 
** feel the fad and deplorable effects." 

The laff articles of the remonflranee related entirely to the adminiftration of juflirc, 
and the management of the revenue. The parliament complained that certain perfons 
had prcfumcd openly to oppofe the execution of their arrets in the capital, and defircd 
the king would prevent a repetition of fuch flagrant and unconftitutional .afts of violence. 
They alfo required that he would he more circumfpeft in regulating the jurifdiciion of his 
council, who annulled the arrets of the fove reign courts, or ordered their execution to he 
fufpended, on the fimple requeft of an individual ; that he would forbear to grant letters of 
abolition for atrocious crimes : enforce the ohfervanceof the edicls and declarations acrainft 
duels; not fufferthe arrets pronounced by his council to be changed at. the iniligation and 
caprice oi particular perfons, who made a man lofe a caufe after he had really gained it; 
abolifh the new duties impofed by the king's private authority, without the publication of 
an edift verified by the parliament; prohibit all counfellors of flate from recehing pen- 
fions or prcfents from perfons engaged in farming the revenue ; and, laflly, that he would 
enforce the execution of the laws enacled.and arrets granted, far the purpofe of fupprefT- 
ing that fpirit of gaming which proved the ruin of youth. The parliament had taken 
pleafure in revenging themfelves on the chancellor, by noticing his avarice and unjuft 
extortions. . Silleri was enraged when he heard them afk the king to inftitute an enquiry 
into all the exactions which had been enforced, under the great feal, without reafon : he 
was fearful that fome caufe might be found for bringing him to trial, in the fame manner 
as the chancellor Poyet, in the reign of Francis the Firft. 

Mary of Medicis was not lefs difpleafed with the parliament for remonftrating on the 
evil adminiftration of the finances. The articles which fpoke of the great number ot 
ufelefs offices, created at the expence of the public, and to the prejudice of the king's 
revenue; of the constraint impofed on private peifons, who had been compelled to pur- 
chafe new offices which they had great difficulty in difpofingot; of the money arifing 
from thefe pernicious practices, converted entirely to the profit of a few individuals ; of 
the exceffive penfions granted fince the death of Henry the Fourth; and of the fuper- 
fluous number of people employed in the collection and dillribution of the revenue: all 
thefe articles gave lefs offence to the queen, than the fubfequent reflections on her indif- 
creet profufion, and on her diffipation of the money left in the Baftille by the late king. 
After a long detail of the deranged fiate of the finances, they entreated the king to order 
a ftrict inveftigation of the conduct of thofe who had been entrulted with the management 
of them; to enforce a reftitution of the immenfe donations made during his minority; 
to flop the progrefs of luxury, by prohibiting the ufe of expenfive furniture, plate, 
j'-wcK lace, and other fuperfluities ; and finally, to enforce the Jaws again ft thole who 
tEanfported gold or filver into foreign countries. 
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The queen's chief confolation was derived from the confideration that the attacks 
of the parliament were too general to fucceed : and that their cenfures were directed 
againft a great number of perfons of vaft influence and credit, who would be urged 
by intereft to fupport all the ads of her regency. The magiftrates had themfelves 
too much knowledge and experience to hope that the reformation they propofed would 
be adopted. The fcheme, indeed, was not practicable ; fince fo many perfons found 
themfelves under the neceffity of oppofing it. A ftate that has been long corrupted is 
not eafily reformed. Thofe who undertake the arduous talk, are in danger of falling 
a facrifice to their zeal, unlefs they have recourfe to violent remedies, which are, al- 
mort invariably, productive of greater evils than thofe they are intended to correct:. The 
truth feems to be, that the authors of this remonftrance thought more of mortifying 
the queen and promoting the downfall of fome of her minifters and confidents, than of 
.obtaining a reformation, which they themfelves judged to be impoflible. 

Whatever might be the real intention of the parliament, they clofed their remon- 
flrance by befeeching the king to permit them, in conformity to the arret of the twenty- 
eighth of March, to invite the princes and peers of the realm, and the officers of the 
crown, in order to obtain luch farther lights into the diforders of the government, as 
might enable them to give his majefty more ample information on the fubject. They 
concluded thus—-" Your inajefty will allow us here to repeat, in your prefence and 
" under your authority, in difcharge of our duty to God, for the good of your fervice, 
" and the prefervation of the ftate, this folemn proteftation, that we fhall at length 
*« be obliged to name without referve the authors of the diforders we have laid before 
" your majefty ; and to make them known to the people, in order that you may be en- 
" abled to apply an effectual remedy, at a more convenient time, when affairs may 
** be better difpofed for that purpofe, and when you may be more inclined to take cog- 
" nizance of them. All virtuous men wiffi for this, fire, and efpecially the officers 
«' of your parliament, whofe only object is to ferve your majefty, and to maintain the 
'< fplendour and greatnefs of the crown which God has given you.*' 

. As foon as the perufal of the remonftrance was finifhed, the magiftrates received 
orders to retire into an adjoining apartment, until the king had 'deliberated on the an- 
fwer he fhould give them. On their return, faid Lewis, " I have heard your remon- 
- <l ftrances, and am by no means plcafed with them ; the queen my mother will ex- 
«' plain my fentiments to you." The parliament had obferved great delicacy in their 
flriflureson the conduct of Mary, though they could not refrain from cenfuring many 
acts of her regency. Their foibearancc, however, in the former inftance, was overlook, 
cd by the queen, or loft in the fentiments of indignation and rage, which their ftrictures 
had irifpired: " The king"_faid this imperious princefs— '< has juft grounds for dif- 
" pleafure at the conduft of the parliament. You have taken cognizance of matters of 
M # ate » notwithftanding the prohibition you had received. Do you pretend, then, 

"to 
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14 to reform the kingdom ? Do you wifh to prefcribe laws to us on the government 
44 and adminiftration of the finances ? I plainly perceive your intention : mv regency is 
M the object of your attack, tnough it has been approved by all the orders of the king- 
" dom at the aflembly of the ftates-general, and even fpoken of in terms of commen- 
44 dation by the parliament itfclf. To demand* a remedy for pretended diforders intro- 
44 duced fince thedeatli of the late king, is to lay, in terms fufficiently clear, that I have 
44 not governed the ftate as I ought to have done. I am well Informed how matters 
44 were carried on in the parliament : your remonftrance, far from being generally approv- 
44 ed was carried only by a trifling and factious majority. In future fuch attempts will 
44 not be allowed. I fay it boldly, and I wifh the whole world to know it ; France never 
" knew a regency fb propitious as mine." 

Her rage was fo great at this part of her fpeech that {he was obliged to flop, and 
order the chancellor to finifh what fhe had to fay. Affuming an air of gravity, which 
however was inefficient to conceal his vexation, Silleri told the magiftrates, that France 
was A monarchy in which the king had an exclufive right to command. " It is true" 
— faid he — 44 that his majefty ought to govern according to the eftablifhed laws and 
44 ordonnances ; but he is not obliged to account for his actions to any other than 
44 God." — The chancellor repeated what he had laid fome time before, that the par- 
liament ought to be contented with the jurifdiction allotted it by the crown ; and that, 
it had no right to interfere in matters of ftate, much lefs to control the government. 
« We grant" — faid he — " that our kings have been accuftomed to alk the advice of 
44 their parliament on certain important occafions ; but they were by no means obliged fo 
44 to do ; it was merely a matter of choice ; you have no right, of your own accord, to 
44 give advice to the king ; it is your duty to ftay till his majefty alks for it. When 
44 he fhall fend you the edicts and declarations he means to iflue with regard to the ca- 
« 4 hiers prefented to him by the ftates-general, then will be the proper time for you 
44 to remonftrate with the king, and to give him fuch advice as you may judge moft 
* 4 conducive to his fervice, and the welfare of the ftate. It is wholly unprecedented, 
44 and you will not find a fmgle example of the parliament having ever convened the 
44 princes of the blood, the peers of the realm and the officers of the crown, while the 
44 king was at Paris."-i-SUleri concluded his fpeech by faying — 44 No one can with 
44 reafon complain of the queen's adminiftration during the minority. Her's was the 
44 moft glorious regencv that has yet been feen, and hiftory cannot furnifh one equal 
44 to it. Under the good conduct of her majefty, the people enjoyed all the advan- 
44 tages they could reafonably expect : the queen is refponfible for her conduct to God 
44 alone. If fhe choofe to render an account of it to the king, he will he obliged to 

her for her care. It does not belong to us to dictate to his majefty what perfons he 
44 ought to admit into his councils ; he admitted thofe who had faithfully ferved the 
* 4 late king, and he has^ found reafon to be fatisfied with their condu£l. You will 

44 receive 
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" receive the king's anfwer to your remonftrance, as foon.as it ftiall have been com- 
" municated to his council." 

After this abfurd rhapfody of fulfome adulation the magiflrates were going to retire, 
when they were addreffed by the prefident Jeannin, comptroller-general of the finances. 
" 1, and not the queen," faid he " am the object of your attacks. I have been at the head 
" of the finances for fome years, and am ready to fubmit my conduct to the inveftigation 
" of the moft rigid judges. My aftonifhment would not at all be excited by the exclama- 
" tions of a credulous and ignorant populace, who lhould cenfure my conduct without 
" knowing why ; but I think it very flrange, that a company of wife and enlightened 
" perfons fhould condemn me, without previoufly examining whether the reports cir- 
culated to my prejudice were true or falfe." As footi as Jeannin had finifhed, the 
dukes of Guife, Montmorenci and Vendome, offered the king their lives, their fortunes, 
and their fwovds againft any who lhould refufe to obey him. They proteffed mat 
they would not go to the parliament unlefs his majefty fhould fend them thither in 
order to fupport the royal authority ; " the mngifirates" — faid the duke of Epernon — 
" have no power to call on the peers nor to aflemble them without the king's permif- 
" fion. I have the honour of a feat in the parliament ; but God forbid that I lhould 
" ever take cognizance of affairs of ftate." 

The conduct of thefe noblemen was highly impolitic, fince, by endeavouring to ren- 
der the king abfolute, they funiifhed him with arms againll thcmfclvcs and their fa- 
milies. Mary of Mcdicis, in the fequel, found herfelf reduced to the neceffity of im- 
ploring the affiftance and authority of that very parliament fhe was now Co ftudious to 
opprefs. But her prefent conduct ferved to render that application ineffectual. The 
parliament might have been of fome ufe in protecting that princefs, as wcl! as the dukes 
of Guifc, Vendome, Montmorenci and Epernon, from the violence cf a vindictive mi- 
nifter, if they had had fufficient ienle to forefee that they might be one day reduced 
to a fituation in which the power of the parliament to interfere in matters of ftate 
would be of the higheft advantage to them. 
• 

Thefirft prefident, Verdun, wifficd to reply to the duke of Epernon and the reft of the no- 
bles who had, contrary to their own intercftand confcicnce, bafcly condemned the conduct 
of the parliament: but fome high words enfuing, the queen intcrpofed her authority, 
and put a ftop to the debate. The duke of Nevers was more rcafonablc than the other 

members of the councils: «f 1 have not given the parliament a commiffion" faid he 

* 10 fl*^ *° r 'l" e i I know what I owe to the king ; but there are fome goods things 
" in their vemonftrance, and if there he others that are bad the king°may ieje6t 
" them." The intimacy which fubfifted between this nobleman and the prince of Condc 
prevented the council from paying any refpect to his obfervation 44 . 

♦* Lc Vaflbr, torn, ii. liv. p. 273. 
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The very next day — The twenty-third of May — the king, in his council of ftate, 
publifhed an arret, which annulled that of the parliament. In this arret the young 
monarch was made to fay that " The parliament had exceeded the power given to it by 
*' the laws of its inftitution ; and that it was merely a tribunal eftablifhed for adminiftering 
" juftice to the people: that Francis the Firft had annulled and erafed from the re- 
" gifters an arret by which the parliament endeavoured to limit the power of the regent, 
" mother to the king : that the parliament having attempted fomething of lefs impor- 
" tance at the commencement of the reign of Charles the Ninth, that monarch had 
" annulled the arret, and ordered it to be torn into pieces, that all remembrance of it 
" might be loft : that the parliament had itfelf publickly acknowledged, in the reign ot 
V Charles the Eighth, that it had no right to take cognizance of affairs of ftate: Lewis, 
" then duke of Orleans — (faid the arret) — and afterwards king of France, difcontented 
" with the adminiftration of tnadamc de Beaujeu, fifter to Charles the Eighth, piefT- 
" ed the parliament to join the princes and nobility, who wifhed to find a remedy for 

the pretended diforders which prevailed in the government : but the firft prefident, 
" de la Vacquerie, told the duke of Orleans that the parliament was eftablifhed for the 
" purpofe of adminiftering juftice to the king's fubjedts, and that it had no right to 
,l interfere in what concerned the affairs of ftate 45 ." 

It was farther ftated in the arret that the remonftrance of the parliament had been drawn 
up at the inftigation of a few evil-defigning perfons, and that the wifeft and moft judici- 
ous members of that company had difapproved of feveral articles at the time they were read 
in theaflembly of the different chambers. After this long preface, the king annulled the 
arret of the parliament of the twenty- eighth of March ; forbade that company to interfere 
in future in matters of ftate, unlefs they received orders for that purpofe ; and M that the 
" remonftrance of fuch an a£t of difobedience might be totally extinguilhed," his ma- 
jefty ordained that the arret and the remonftrance fhould be erafed from the regifters of the 
court. In order to avert the difcontent which a refufal, fo decifive and fo public, to 
liften to a falutary remonftrance, might excite among the people, Lewis promifed, that 
he would pay attention to the cahiers which the different orders of the kingdom had 
prefented to him at the affembly of the ftates-general ; that he would fend the edicls 
which he was preparing in confequence thereof to be verified in the parliament ; and 
that he would then lend a favourable ear to any remonftrance which the magiftrates 
might think it their duty to offer. 

The crown-lawyers, who had been fent for to the Louvre, were ordered to prefent 
the arret of the council to the parliament; in vain did they reprefent the impropriety 
of fixing on them, who were members of that court, to convey tidings fo difagreeable 
to the magiftrates ; the queen was pofitive — it is the king's will" — faid fhe with dif- 

*' Mercure Francois, 161 5. 
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dain — " he means to maintain his authority : his commands and mine ought to be exe- 
« cuted without excufe or delay." The attorney- general then threw himfelf at tha 
king's feet, and entreated his majefty to have fome refpect for the rank which he and 
his brethren enjoyed in the parliament ; but he exerted his eloquence in vain; Lewis 
remained inexorable — " It is my will, and the queen's alfo" — faid he. 

When the arret was carried to the parliament, it became the fubjeft of a ferious difr 
cuffion ; and, after much debate, it was determined that a deputation fhould wait on the 
king, in order to explain away the offenfive part of their remonftrance. But Mary of 
Medicis, apprized of their proceedings, fent for the crown-lawyers to the Louvre: — 
" The king" — faid fhe — " will hear nothing until his orders fliall have been previa 
" oufly executed, and the arret paffed in his council read and regiftered." In vain did 
Servin, the advocate-general, employ the language of flattery and mifreprefentation, 
affuring Mary that,] fo far from blaming her adminiftration, the parliament were loud 
in their commendations of her majefty's wifdom and prudence, and grateful for the 
pains fhe had taken to promote the welfare and tranquillity oftheftate. " It is the king's 
" will and command" — faid the proud and imperious Mary — " that his orders be execut- 
" ed, and that the arret of the council be read and regiftered, under pain of difobedi- 
** ence." When the different chambers were affembled by the prefident in order to 
deliberate on the meafures to be purfued at this critical conjuncture, opinions were fo 
divided, that feveral days paffed in unavailing debate, and no refolution could be adopted. 
** Thus" — faid a noble contemporary writer — «' the remonftrance had the defired ef- 
m fedt : the parliament was treated with contempt ; and by that means became more 
" ftrongly attached to the party of the prince of Conde 46 ." 

» 

During this difpute with the niagiftrates, a difference of opinion prevailed in the 
council, on the fubject of an excurfion which the king, at the iniligation of his mo- 
ther, wiflied to make into Guienne, in order to meet the Infanta, who was to be con- 
ducted to the frontiers of the kingdom, and to efcort his filler, the princefs Elizabeth, 
who was contracted to the prince of Afturias. Conde and the noblemen of his party 
exerted their utmoft efforts to poftpone this journey, and, urged feveral reafons againft 
the precipitating the marriage of a king fo young and fo weak in conftitution 49 . Their re- 
monftrances, however, were wholly difregarded by Mary, who accelerated, with the ut- 
moft diligence, the preparations for the journey. Conde and his partifans than adopt- 
ed the refolution of retiring from court, well-pleafed at having engaged, as they thought, 
the parliament in their intereft. The prince at firfl went no farther than his feat at 
Saint-Maur near Paris; from whence he caufed a report to be circulated that Bullion 
and Dole, two counfellors of ftate, had propofed to their majefties to fend feveral no- 

«" Mcmcires d» Due d< Rohan, Uv. r. 47 Mtmoirts de la Regence d« Marie de Medicis. 
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blemen of his party to the Baftile, and to hang fuch as gave their advice contrary to 
the will of the king. From Saint- Maur, Conde proceeded to Clermont in Beauvoifis, 
the ancient patrimony of the houfe of Bourbon. 

After the departure of the prince and his friends, a royal declaration was publifhed on 
the thirtieth of July, by which the king ordered all the governors of towns and pro- 
vinces to provide for the fafety of the places entrufted to their care ; to prevent the levy- 
ing of troops except for his own fervice ; and to refufe admiffion to any prince or of- 
ficer, except fuch as had a pofitive and written order from him. This declaration 
gave great offence to the prince of Conde, whofe friends immediately began to raife 
troops ; and the general rendezvous of the party was, by the duke of Bouillon, appoint- 
ed at Sedan. 

The queen, meanwhile, had begun to perceive that by treating the parliament with 
too much pride and haughtinefs, fhe had fallen into the fnare which her enemies 
had laid for her. She became apprehenfive that the name and authority of a company 
which the people regarded as the firmeft rampart of their liberty would engage them 
to declare for the prince of Conde, if it fhould appear that his highnefs acted in concert 
with the parliament. She was therefore anxious to devife fome expedient that might 
fatisfy the magiftrates, without calling the king's authority in queftion ; and, after vari- 
ous meffages had pafled between the parliament and the court, an accommodation was 
at length effected ; a deputation from the parliament went to the Louvre, where they 
exprefled their concern at having difpleafed their majefties ; protefting that they had 
never intended to caft any reflections on their actions, much lefs on their perfons ; that 
they highly commended the prudent conduct of the queen, and her anxiety for the 
tranquillity of the ftate and the prefervation of the king's perfon : that the intentions 
of the parliament in framing their remonftrance had been honeft and upright; that it had 
been drawn up by the common confent of the magiftrates ; and had been unanimoufly 
approved by them. Mary of Medicis appeared fatisfied with thefe proteftations, becaufe 
fhe could not do otherwife. They were indeed highly difgraceful to the parliament, and 
were univerfally reprobated by all honeft men. The contents of the arret publifhed in con- 
fequence of this reconciliation, were much better adapted to the purpofe of confirming rbat 
authority and diftinction which the parliament wifhed to preferve in the ftate. Their majef- 
ties were there reminded that, the firft time the king went to the parliament, the queen pub- 
licly declared, that it was the king's intention to follow the good advice of his parliament, and 
that fhe had conjured the magiftrates, by what they owed to their fovereign, to their coun- 
try, and to the memory of the late king, to give her fon fuch advice a* they fhould deem 
moft conducive to the fervice of the king and the good of the kingdom. They conclud- 
ed by entreating the queen to confider the prejudice which the arret pafled in the coun- 
cil of ftate might do to their authority, and to believe that the remonftrance of the par- 
Jianient was founded on truth and juftice. Such was the end of a bufinefs which had 
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caufed fo much noife ill the kingdom, and in which the parliament exhihited a flrange 
mixture of manly firmnefs and obfequious condefcenfion. Mary gave herfelf no far- 
ther trouble about the remonftrance, or the arret iffued for the convocation of the 
princes of the blood, the peers of the realm, and the officers of the crown. The ma- 
gistrates, on their part, defifled from their enterprize ; and the arret of the council of 
Hate, which annulled the whole of their proceedings, was never rigoroufly enforced. 

The king's declaration was foon followed by a manifeflo from the prince of Conde, 
addrefTed to all the municipal bodies in the kingdom, in which he expatiated on the 
reftraints impofed on the debates of the ftates-general : he infilled that the members 
were not at liberty to act according to their confeiences ; and that the third-eftate, 
which he reprefented as moft free from corruption, had been confirained to yield to the 
intrigues of the clergy. He alfo loudly complained of the marefchal D'Ancre, whom 
he accufed of feveral atrocious crimes. But none of the fovereign courts opened the 
letters tbat were addrefled to them. The parliament of Paris in particular conftantly re- 
fufed to join his party. The aflembly of the Proteftants, which had then met at Greno- 
ble, likewife declared their determination to take no part in thefe commotions ; 
which prudent line of conduct they had been induced to adopt by the wife remon- 
ftrances of Du Pleffis-Mornay, whofe good offices, however, were but ill requited by 
the queen **. 

During thefe tranfadtions Mary laboured to fecure the city of Paris. She appointed 
a council of war, compofed of the principal officers and magiftrates of the town, and 
of fome few counfellois of ftate, who had orders to remain in the capital. She exhorted 
them to be faithful to the king, to pay obedience to Liancourt, governor of the city and 
ehief of the council, and to Moron, provoft of the merchants; and to take care of 
Monfieur, the king's brother, whom fhe confided to their care; 



Having taken every necefTary precaution, and afTembled an army, the command of which 
was cntrufted to the marefchal de Bois Dauphin, of the ancient and illuftrious houfe of 
Laval, the queen fixed her departure for the feventeenth of Auguft ; and to defray the 
expences of the journey fhctook from the Baftile eight hundred thoufand crowns, which 
remained of the treafure amaffld by her hufband '«». Bois-Dauphin had orders to cover 
Paris, and to flop the march of the rebel army, but not to rifk an action. The dukes 
of Guife and Epernon undertook to condua their majefties in fafety to Bourdeaux : 
and the former was appointed to conduct the princefs Elizabeth to the frontiers of the 
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kingdom, there to receive the Infanta, and cfcort her to the capital of Guienne, where 
the king and his mother were to wait for her. 

The marquis of Cceuvres had advifed the queen to appoint the town of Creffi upon 
Serre for the general rendezvous of the royal army. By taking pofTeffion of this impor- 
tant poft, the communication of Picardyand Normandy with Champagne would have 
been cut off, and the prince of Conde reduced to the neceffity of remaining in the en- 
virons of Sedan.- In that quarter the duke of Nevers, who had not yet joined the male- 
contents, had feveral fortreffes ; and as the prince could not advance into Picardy until 
he had gained him over to his intereft, much time muft neceffarily have been loft. And 
even when the difficulties which occurred in Champagne had been furmounted, the 
king's army polled at Creffi would have prevented the -nemy from proceeding any far- 
ther< But the prudent advice of de Cceuvres was neglected by Mary, and the prince of 
Conde profiting by her neglect, haftened to feize the poft of Creffi, which he made the 
general rendezvous of his own troops. Content with having made the marefchal de 
Bois-Dauphin advance as far as Dammartin in order to cover the capital; the king, ■ 
the queen-mother, and the princefs Elizabeth, left Paris on the morning of the ap- 
pointed day s °. 

Their majefties arrived at Poitiers on the ninth of September, and their ftay in that 
city was considerably protracted by the illnefs of the princefs Elizabeth, who was there 
feized with the fmall-pox. This circumftance gave the prince of Conde an opportu- 
nity to ftrengthen his party; and having collected a body of from four to five thoufand 
infantry, and about two thoufand five hundred horfe, he directed his march towards 
Paris. But though the king's army was more numerous and better equipped, the mare- 
fchal de Bois-Dauphin, true to his orders, avoided an action ; while the prince, profit- 
ing by his inactivity, made himfelf mafter of Chateau-Thierri, and thus fecured the 
paffage of the Marne. 

When the .prince of Conde reached Meri upon Seine, he learned that the king, on his 
arrival at Poitiers, had iffued a declaration, on the tenth of September, againft him and 
his partifans, whom he ftigmatized as rebels and traitors. In anfwer to this, Conde pub- 
lifhed a manifesto, in justification of his own conduct, declaring that he had only taken > 
up arms to prevent the introduction of foreigners into the kingdom ; and that, in his 
party, were all thofe pe.rfons who compofed the only true council of ftatc. He then 
crofTed the Seine, and advanced towards Sens, which he hoped to take by furprize ; but Bois- 
Dauphin, and his marefchal-de-camp, the marquis de Praflin, had anticipated his defigns, 
and, by a forced march, prevented their execution. In the vicinity of Boni the two 

3° Miraoires de M. de Sirot, torn, i. 
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armies were fo near each oilier that an action appeared unavoidable. That of the king 
confifted often thoufand veteran troops, and two thoufand horfe; while the enemy- 
were in fuch bad condition, that if theroyalifts had only advanced to the attack, they 
would have fled without fighting. Several of his officers prefled Bois-Dauphin to pro- 
fit by this favourable opportunity; but deaf to their advice he purfued his own plan, 
and, after a few flight lkirmifhes, retreated, obferving, " That he was mailer of his pro- 
" feflion; he had received the king's orders, and would ftrictly obey them." The 
prince, releafed from the danger that threatened him, purfued his march with diligence, 
and having difcovered a ford, at the diftance of a league from Boni, he tranfported his 
ti oops to the oppofite banks of the Loire. Though obedience to orders be the foul of 
military difcipline, yet the marefchal de Bois-Dauphin was highly cenfured by the court 
for his extreme circumfpection j to fufFer the prince to enter the province of Berri was 
deemed a lhameful inftance of neglect, fince it tended greatly to raife the hopes of the 
party ; of which no better pr®of could be afforded than the conduit of fix hundred 
Germans, who immediately crofled the province of Champagne, and effected a junction 
with the prince ; after which the army of che malecontents proceeded, without farther 
delay, to the confines of Touraine and Poitou. 

The duke of Rohan, who had alfo taken up arms, was lefs fuccefsful than the prince ; 
on his arrival in Guienne, he found that the count of Saint Pol, and the Catholic no- 
bles of his party, had already made their peace with the court. The count had been 
led to the adoption of this ineafure by the earneft: entreaties of his wife, whofe confeflbr 
threatened her with the torments of hell, unlefs fhe exerted her utmoft endeavours to 
break the engagements which her hufband had contracted with the heretics, againft the 
fervice of God and the king s ". This fudden change difconcerted the projects of Rohan 
and his friends ; they ftill, indeed, continued their preparations, and endeavoured to 
raife an army fufficiently flrong to intercept the duke of Guife on his road to the fron- 
tiers, whither he was to conduct the princefs Elizabeth; but their exertions proved in- 
adequate to the purpofe, and they could mufter no more than two thoufand men. 

The diflentions and mifconduct of the malecontents facilitated the accomplifhment 
of the queen's defigns ; and, meeting with no obflruction on the road, fhe arrived with 
her fon at Bourdeaux, the capital of Guienne, on the feventh of October. The inhabi- 
tants of that great city difplayed unufual pomp on the occafion, and the ears of Mary 
were unexpectedly regaled with the acclamations of the people. The fir ft ftep taken 
by the court, after their arrival, was to fend an officer to the duke of Rohan, the mar- 
quis de la Force, and other leaders of the reformed, (who had been feduced by the in- 
trigues of Conde and Bouillon) to order them to lay down their arms ; and their refufal 

5" Memoires de Rohan, liv. i. 
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lo comply with this demand being conftrued into a declaration of war, it was refolved in 
future to confider them as enemies to the frate.- 

■ 

Meanwhile the courts of France and Spain had agreed that the celebration of the two 
marriages fhould take place on the fame day, the eighteenth of October, the one at 
Bourdeaux, and the other at Burgos in Caftille. The duke of Uceda, foil to the duke of 
Lerma, was the proxy appointed to marry the infanta- in the name of Lewis; and the 
duke of Guife to efpoufe theprincefs Elizabeth in the name of the prince of Afturias. 
The ceremony was performed, in France, by the cardinal de Sourdis, archbifliop of Bour- 
deaux, and in Spain, by the archbifliop of Burgos. The French princefs left Bourdeaux 
three days after, under the efcort of a fmall army, commanded by the duke of Guife and 
the marefchal de Briffac: fhe arrived at Bayonne on the firft of November, and reached 
Saint John de Luz on the feventh. 

The Catholic monarch having conducted his daughter to Fontarabia, the exchange of 
the two princeiTes was made upon the river Bidaflba, which feparates France from Spain. 
The new queen reached Bourdeaux on the twenty-firft of November: the king, anxious 
to fee his deftined bride, had advanced three leagues from the city in order to gratify his 
curiofity ; but as the etiquette of the court forbade him to fpeak to her, he was obliged 
to content himfelf with looking at her from a window, while the duke D'Epernon con- 
verfed with her at the door of her carriage s *. 

The nuptial benediction was given by the bifhop of Xaintes ; and nothing was omitted 
that could add to the magnificence of the ceremony. The fatigue which Lewis had 
experienced in the courfe of the day induced him to fup in bed, whence he rofe at nine, 
and was conducted to the chamber of his bride, with whom he continued till one in the 
morning, when he wasdifturbed by the marefchal de Souvre, his late preceptor, who led 
him back to his own apartment 53 . 

Although the prince of Conde's army, on his entrance into Poitou, was neither for- 
midable from its numbers or condition, yet his vicinity to the court, and his different, 
motions, gave confiderable interruption to the joy experienced by Mary de Medicis on the 
celebration of the double marriage. The prince's party was ftrengthened by the accef- 
fion of the duke de la Tremouille, and of Soubife, brother to the duke of Rohan s *, 
who brought with him a large reinforcement of troops. Saint John D'Angeli openedj 
her gates to Conde, and the inhabitants of Rochelle declared in his favour. 

The count of Gandale, fbn to the duke of Epernon, who, to enrage his father, had 
i» Contin. de Mezerai, torn. i. p, 95.- 53 Idem, ibid, 54 Le VaTow 
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joined the oppoflte party, and embraced the religion of the reformed, feconded with zeal 
the views of Conde, at the aflembly of the Hugonots, holden at Nifmes; where this 
f.dfe convert had fufficient addrefs to perfuade the Proteftants, that the interefts of their 
religion required they fhould openly embrace the caufe of the malecontents. In vain 
did Chatillon, the marefchal de Lefdiguicres, and the friends of Du Plems-Mornai, op- 
pofe this advice ; their remon ft ranees were treated with contempt, and Candale was ap- 
pointed lieutenant-general of the reformed in the Cevennes. The affembly refolved to 
fend frefh deputies to court, in order to lav before the king the juft reafons which the 
reformed church had to complain of the frequent infractions of the edict of Nantes, and 
to demand juftice of his majefty. 

This was a mere matter of form ; fince it was well known that the court would grant 
nothing more than they had promifed to the ftates-gener.il. Indeed, at the very time 
that the members of the aflembly at Nifmes feemed determined to have recourfe to no 
other means than thofe of remonftrance in order to effect an accommodation, thev fent 
agents to the prince of Conde, with neceflary inftructions and full powers to conclude a 
treaty of union : *' Perfuaded as we are in our confeiences" — faid they, in a circular let- 
ter which they fent to the different churches — " that the prince's party is the moft law- 
" ful, and that his highnefs has no other object in view than the promotion of the 
44 king's fervice, and the prefervation of his authority." The conduct of Du Pleflis- 
Mornai, on this occafion, was much more prudent and praife-worthy than that of the 
aflembly : he ftrenuoufly oppofed all their proceedings, and juftly maintained that the 
difputc was founded on political and not on religious motives 55 . 

At length a formal treaty was figned between the Hugonots and the prince of Conde, 
,on the twenty-feventh of November, at the camp of Sanzai in Poitou. By this treaty 
the contracting parties agreed " to act in conjunction for the fafety of the king's perfon, 
" and the prefervation of his authority, in the manner prefcribed by the famous article of 
" the third eflate ; to oppofe the publication of the decrees of the council of Trent ; to 
i< prevent the evil conferences which might be expected to enfue from the accomplifh- 
" ment of the double marriage with Spain, to infift on the eitablifhment of a flate 
" council compofed of proper peifons; to enforce a ftrict obfervance of the edict of 
" Nantes ; and to enfure to the Proteftants the full enjoyment of all the conceflions 
" rrude to them by the late king." They reciprocally pledged themfelves to remain 
infq.arably united, and not to lay down their arms, until they fhould have obtained the 
propofed conditions ; and alio not to make peace but by common confent. 

The conduct of the reformed in figning this treaty with the prince of Conde, was the 

55 Vie tie du Pkflis-Mornai, liv. iii. — Lettres et M^moires de Du Fleffis-Mornai, 1615. 
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more unjuftifiable, as the king had, but a few days before, publifhed a declaration, in which 
he affured his Proteftant fubjects of his determination to maintain the edicts of pacifica- 
tion, in order to remove any fufpicions they might have been led to entertain on account 
of the late marriages in the royal family; at the fame time he invited fuch of the reform- 
ed as had joined the malecontents to return to their duty. This declaration was drawn 
up with great judgment; it made a proper difcrimination between the different defcrip* 
tion of Hugonots that had declared for the prince; between thofe men of ambitious 
minds, who ufed religion as a pretext to cover their projects of perfonal aggrandizement; 
and fuch as, being deceived by the arts of the defigning, and feduced into a belief that 
in this treaty of marriage the king had, by a fecret article, promifed the total deftruc- 
tion of the Proteftants, pretended they had a right to take up arms in their own 
defence. 

Lewis ftrongly denied the exiftence of any fuch article, and even invoked fuch of the 
leaders of the malecontents as had been privy to the tranfaction, to atteft the truth of his 
affertion. " Far" — faid the king — " from wifhing to render France the theatre of fuch 
" a bloody war as a conteft for religion muft neceffarily occafion, we are fully of opi- 
" nion that thedecilion of fuch difputes fhould be left to the Almighty, who will doubt- 
" lefs employ, whenever it fhall feem good to him, for his glory and our falvation, the 
" moft officacious remedies to make him ferved and adored by all Chriffians, according 
" to the purity of his doctrine." He then profeffed his refolution to enforce a rigid ob- 
fervance of the edict of Nantes, and all fubfequent grants and conceffions ; he ordered 
all infractions of that edict which might have been made contrary to his will and plea-' 
fure, to be immediately repaired ; and laftly, from regard for an infinite number of bis 
good fubjeflsoi the reformed religion, among whom were perfons diftinguifhed for their 
birth and employment, whofe fervices entitled them to expect that his majefty would 
exert his clemency toward others of the fame faith, he granted a free pardon to all who 
had taken up arms, on condition that they fhould return to their duty. But, in cafe 
they fhould perfift in their refufal of the proffered indulgence, he declared them traitors 
to their king, difturbers of the public tranquillity, and deprived of all privileges which 
had, at any time, been granted them s \ 

A. D. 1616.] Although the royal army had become much ftronger and more nume- 
rous than the prince's, by the junction of the troops under Bois-Dauphin, and by the 
reinforcements which arrived from different provinces, the union of the Hugonots with 
the malecontents excited the moft ferious alarm in the mind of the queen-mother. 
Mary was alfo fufpicious of the fidelity of Cefar, duke of Vendome, who was raifing 
troops in the king's name, which, it was feared, he deftined for the fervice of the prince. 

5* Le Vaflbr, torn. ii. liv. 6. p. 168, 1S9. 

Vol. IV. S !■ 



I38 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [l6l6, 

In order to put his fidelity to the teft, Lewis fent him orders to join him with what fol- 
diers he had levied: Vendome feigned obedience, but inftead of marching towards Gui- 
enne, he retired to his government of Brittany S7 . This confirmed the king's fufpicions, 
nor could the offer made by Jeannin, to become a hoftage for the duke's fidelity, in the 
leaft tend to remove them. Some letters produced by BafTompierre, in the council, 
clearly proved that the dukes of Mayenne and Longueville had written to their friends 
to join Cefar, who, foon after, openly declared himfelf. Having received orders, deli- 
vered by a herald, to lay down his arms, difmils his troops, and repair to court, under pain 
of being treated as a rebel and a traitor, the duke replied, that he had taken up arms, in. 
conjunction with the prince, for the purpofe of revenging the death of the late king, his. 
father, a caufe to which he would devote his life, his property, and friends. Vendome. 
•was too late in his meafures ; young, inexperienced, and imprudent, he did not perceive that 
his declaration would only tend to enfure more advantageous terms to the prince of 
Conde, who would confult his own private in'xrells, and leave him to encounter the 
hatred and refentment of the king and his mother. 

Towards the end of the preceding year the court had left Bourdeaux and gone to Poi- 
tiers, whence they proceeded to Tours, where the king entered into a negociation with 
the prince of Conde. Mary of Medicis had determined to purfue the fame plan which 
had been adopted by Lewis the Eleventh for effecting a diflblution of the League for the 
Public Good; viz. to weaken the oppofite party by fowing diTention between the 
leaders. With this view, offers were privately made to the dukes of Mayenne and 
Bouillon ; and the prince of Conde, convinced that the opportunity was favourable 
for enfuring advantageous conditions for himfelf, was eafily prevailed on to write a 
refpe&ful letter to the king. The anfwer of Lewis was conveyed in language the molt 
conciliatory ; and a conference was appointed to take place at Loudun, on the tenth 
of February. 

During thefe negociations, the queen-mother had nearly loft her life by a lingular 
accident which happened at Tours. The floor of an apartment in which fhe was con- 
verfing with feveral of the nobility, fuddenly gave way, but her chair being placed on 
a beam, fhe fortunately cfcaped the danger. Many perfons were feverely wounded by 
the fall, particularly the young count of Soiflbns, the duke of Epernon, and the marc- 
fchal de BafTompierre. 



On the day appointed for opening the conferences at Loudun, the count of Soiffbns; 
the duke of Nevers; the marefchal de Briffac; Villeroi, and Pontchartrian, fecretaries 
of ftate ; and the prefident De Thou and De Vic, counfellors of ftate, appeared on the 
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part of the king. The prince of Conde attended in perfon, accompanied by theprin- 
cefs, his mother; the duchefs-dowager of Longueville ; the dukes of Mayenne, Ven- 
dome, Longueville, Rohan, Luxembourg, La Tremouille, Sully, and Bouillon ; the 
count of Candale; and the deputies from the Proteftant churches; the Englifh ambaffa- 
■dor affifted in the capacity of a mediator. The prince of Conde prefented thirty-one 
articles, many of which had been drawn up for the purpofe of conveying an idea that, 
in all his proceedings, he had only been actuated by motives of concern for the public 
welfare sS . As it would neceffarily require fome time for the examination of thefe arti- 
cles, it was mutually agreed to prolong the truce which had been fettled previous to the 
opening of the conference. 

Meanwhile the two armies fuffered fo much from the extreme feverity of the weather, 
and the confequent fcarcity of piovifions, that upwards of ten thoufand men are faid to 
have perifhed on both fides 49 . The regiment of guards, in particular, loft fo many 
men, that the king was obliged to fend for the Swifsto guard his perfon. 

The council having, at length, inveftigated the articles prefented by the prince, the 
king's commiffioners were enabled to give them a final anfwer. Some of them were 
granted, either wholly, or with certain reftrictions and modifications, and others refer- 
red for more ample confideration. The court confented without difficulty to thole 
which contained a requifition, that a fpeedy and effectual fearch fhould be made after 
the perfons who had been concerned in the death of Henry the Fourth: and that an 
injunction fhould be iffued to the bifhops to enforce the immediate publication of the canon 
of the council of Conftance, and the decree of the faculty of Paris, againft fuch as 
fhould make an attempt on the lives of fovereigns. But greater difficulties occurred 
with regard to the two following articles, which required that the propofal of the com- 
mons, concerning the fafety of the king's perfon, and the independence of his crown," 
fhould be acceded to, and that the necefTary orders fhould be iffued for that purpofe ; that 
his majefty fhould revoke his fulpenfion of the arrets granted, on that fubject, by the 
parliament of Paris ; that thofe arrets fhould be folcmnly renewed, and all the declara- 
tions framed and fent out of the kingdom, to the prejudice of the king's perfonal fafety, 
and of his fovereign authority, fhould be declared null, and contrary to the fundamental 
laws of the realm. 

To the article which related to the demand of the commons, it was anfvvered, that 
his majefty would hold a confultation on the fubject with the princes of the blood, the 
peers of the realm, the great officers of (hue, the principal members of his council, and 
•certain members of the parliament, who fhould be invited to deliberate on the cahiers 

5* Memoires de la Regence de Marie dt M-jdicis. Coutin. de Mezerai, torn. i. p. 99. 
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prefented by the ftates-general. As to the fufpenfion of certain arrets of the parliament 
of Paris, the commiffioners obfcrved, that it had been ordained, after mature delibera- 
tion, by the king's council, in order to preferve the good intelligence which fubfifted 
between his majefly and the Roman pontiff, who had expreffed his difpleafure at thole 
arrets; and that the king had never made any declaration contrary or prejudicial to his 
lovereign authority, and the independence of his crown. By this fubtcrfuge, thefe two 
articles, which had been fo often propofed and difcuffed, were again eluded, through 
complacency for the court of Rome. 

The court promifed, in general terms, a compliance with feveral other articles, in 
which the prince of Conde demanded the confirmation of the liberties of the Gallican 
church ; the revocation of the decrees of the clergy with regard to the publication of 
the council of Trent ; the Itrict obfervance of the edicts of pacification, and all fubfe- 
quent conceffions to the reformed ; the prefervation of the authority and jurifdidtion of 
the fovereign courts; the regulation of the Gendarmerie, in conformity to the ancient 
ordonnances ; the diminution of the taillcs ; and fome other objects of lefs importance, 
iiut what concerned the remonftrances of the parliament, for obtaining juft and favour- 
able anfwers to the cahiers prefented by the affembly of the ftates, the court eluded, by 
faying that the king would give them, three months after the publication of the treaty. 
The demand made by the prince of Conde, of the fuppieffion of the fale of offices 
was eluded in a fimilar way. The king, having granted the droit annuel for three 
years, to date from the diffolution of the Itates-general, the commiffioners replied that 
the article mould be enforced at the expiration of that term. To the article, which re- 
quired a ftrict obfervation of the ancient laws, by which it was enacted, that no fo- 
reigner mould be permitted to hold offices under the crown ; governments of provinces 
or cities ; or any dignity, eeclefiafl ical or fecular, in the houfhold of the king or of 
the queen, it was objected, that his majefty could not part with the power of reward- 
ing every defcription of perfons, according to their merit, their fervices, and their 
quality. This article particularly alluded to the marefchal D'Ancre, who, befides the pro- 
tection of Mary of Medicis, had farther flrengthened his intereft by effecting a reconciliation 
•with the prince of Conde, at the expence of the duke D'Epernon, who, difgufted wth the 
treatment he received from the queen-mother, had recently retired from court. The 
prince, therefore, did not infifton a compliance with this article, content with procuring 
fatisfaction on thofe points which moft affected his own private intereft. At his requeft, 
the government of Amiens was conferred on thetiuke of Longueville, and for himfelr 
he demanded and obtained the privilege of La Plume, that is, of figning all the arrets 
of the council, and all the accounts of the royal treafury ; in other words, the appoint- 
ment of chief of all the councils. The queen was fenfible of the diminution which her 
authority mull experience from a conceffion of this nature; hut flie was of opinion 
that the continuation of the war would prove fhll more fatal to her power fo . 

e ° Contin. tie Mezerai, torn, i, p. 101. 
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The dukes of Mayenne and Bouillon, having likewife obtained ahnoft all their de- 
mands, endeavoured to perfuade the ©ther noblemen, and the afilmbly of the reformed, 
, now transferred to Rochelle, to accept the treaty. Notwithffanding matters were fo 
far advanced, infurmountable obfhcles to the conclufion of the peace would ftill have 
occurred, but for a violent fit of ficknefs, with which the prince of Conde was feized 
at this critical conjuncture, that greatly alarmed his followers, who were fearful of 
lofing their chief. Every perfon endeavoured to make the beft terms he could for him- 
felf, and the treaty was figned, without liflening to any remonffrance, or even waiting 
for an anfwer from the Hugonots whofe interests were totally abandoned. 

This peace, inftead of refloring tranquillity to the kingdom, laid the foundation of 
frefh diforders ; which occafioned fufpicions that the minifters by whom it hnd been 
concluded, had not been actuated by the mod laudable motives. Villeroi and Jeannin 
procured the difmiflion of the chancellor Silleri, and the beftowal of the feals on the 
prefident Du Valr. Some time after this, the king, at the folicitation of the marefchal 
D'Ancre, appointed Claude Mangot as an adjunct to Villeroi in his office of fecretary 
of ftate ; fo that the difputes of the courtiers rendered the court a fcene of intrigue and 
confufion. 

The prince of Conde, having recovered his health, retired to the province of Berri, 
the government of which had been giveri him, inftead of that of Guienne. The duke 
of Sully repaired to Poitou, and the duke of Rohan to Rochelle. The only leaders - 
of the party that ventured to court were the dukes of Bouillon and Mayenne, who re- 
paired thither for the double purpofe of watching the motions of Mary of Medicis and 
of receiving the rewards which had been promifed them for abandoning their friends. 

The firft act performed by Du Vair, after his attainment to the dignity of chancellor, 
was the annexation of the great feal to an edict, pubiilhed at Blois, on the fifth of May, 
for the purpofe of putting a total ftop to the commotions, which had yet fcarcely fub- 
fided in different parts of the kingdom. By this edict tbe king confirmed all the ar- 
ticles agreed upon at the conference of Loudun, and granted a general amneftyi for all 
tranfactions that had occurred fince the prince of Conde and his partifans had taken up 
arms. Some fecret articles were added, which were regiftered in the fovereign courts 
at the fame time as the edict itfelf. A declaration was alfo publiflied with regard to 
the coronation oath, by which the king fpecially excepted his Proteftant fubjects from 
the confequences of that part of the oath, which related to the prefervation of the Ca- 
tholic religion, in his dominions ; and ordered that all the conceflions which had been 
made to the Hugonots fhould be inviolably obferved. 

The grand object of the intrigues of the courtiers, at this period, was the humiliation, 
•r, ratherjjhe total ruin of the marefchal D^Ancre, who ftill preferved the firft place in 
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the confidence of the queen-mother. Conchini, did not dare to go to court, to con- 
gratulate the king 011 his marriage, but remained at his feat at Lezigni, either from 
dread of the refentment of the Parifians, who were greatly incenfed at his conduct, or 
from the indignation he experienced at the orders he had received from the queen- 
mother to exchange the polt of lieutenant-general in Picardy and of governor of the 
citadel of Amiens, with the duke of Montbazon, for that of lieutenant-general in Nor- 
mandy. Although the mareichal ought chearfully to have confented to this regulation, 
he was extremely unwilling to leave his eftates in Picardy at the difcretion of the duke 
of Longueville, governor of the province, who was his mortal enemy, and whofe ab- 
folute power would afford a thoufand opportunities to harafs and mortify Conchini. 
The hatred which the people of Paris, publickly expreffed, agairtfl the favourite, alfo 
proved a rnoft fcnfible mortification to Conchini, who had lefs pliancy and more pride 
in his temper than his countrymen, in general, poffeffed. 

It rauft be confeffed, indeed, that the grounds for refentment ngamft this nobleman 
were indifj utably ftrong. When he firfl: entered the fervice of Mary of Medicis, 
he owed, according to his own account 6| , eight thoufand crowns more than he was 
worth ; but during the regency of that princefs, he had amaffed a fortune of three mil- 
lions of gold ; and he and his wife were, at this time, in poffeffion of places fuppofed to be 
worth two millions of livrcs. Railed to the firft dignities in the Irate, he difplaved 
the pomp and power of a prince ; and was continually attended by a number of poor gen- 
tlemen, to whom be granted penfions of one thoufand livres each. As his infolence 
encreafed in proportion to his authority, he could not fail to become an object of uni- 
verfal deteflation. 

The confpiracy formed by the principal nobility for promoting "his ruin, and the 
rage Of the populace of Paris, who pillaged bis houfe, and deftroyed his effects to the 
amount of two hundred thoufand crowns, induced the marcfchal D'Ancre to think 
of returning to Italy, with the wealth he had amaffed, before the ftorm which he faw 
gathering fhould burft over his head. But the propofal which he made for this pur- 
pufe was rejected, with indignation and difda'm, by his wife, who reproached him with 
ingratitude to his benefacttefs, and expatiated with great warmth on the bafenels of 
forfaiting the queen at a time when fhe flood in the greatcft need of their affiftance in 
order to counteract the machinations of her enemies 61 . 

Thus compelled, by the courageous perfeverance of his wife, to face the threatening 
ftorm, he fought to avert its moll dangerous eiRvts, by the adoption of fuch meafures 
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as prudence feemcd to dictate. He particularly courted an union with the dukes of 
Bouillon and Mayenne, for the avowed purpofe of promoting the ruin of the dukes 
of Epernon and Bcllegarde : and he flattered himfelf that the two former would gladly 
accept his offer, in the hope of profiting by the fpoils of the latter, one of whom was 
poffefled of immenfe wealth. But whether the difgrace of Villeroi and Jeannin, who 
were highly efteemed by Mayenne and Bouillon, had irritated them againft Conchini, 
at whofe mitigation it had taken place, or whether ihey were fearful of rendering them- 
felves odiou9 to the nation, by connecting tliemfelvcs with a foreigner who was uni- 
verfally dettftcd, they profited by his advances to acquire new friends for themfclves, 
and, at the fame time, to encreafe the number of bis enemies* 3 They difclofed their 
intentions to the duke of Guile, whofe friendfhip for Epernon and Bellegarde induced 
him to give his concurrence to a plan the object of which was the total ruin of Con- 
chini. ~No pains, were fpared to excite a general combination againft the favourite, 
and to uimulate the populacijto acts of violerco; The dukes of Bouillon and Mayenne 
even forgot their dignity fo far as to form a fcheme for blowing up his country houfe, 
during the time that he refided there 64 : a fcheme which reflected infinite difhonour on 
the per fon s who conceived and afforded ftrong grounds for fuipecting that they were 
actuated by envy rather than patriotifm. 

Meanwhile, Mary of Mcdicis, apprized of the cabals that were forming again ff her 
favourite, and fearful left his ruin might lead to the deffruction of her own authority, 
endeavoured to weaken the Itrength of her opponents by gaining over the principal 
leaders to her fide. The duke of Rohan, fenfible that the efforts of the duke of Bouil- 
lon were only intended to promote his own private advantage, anticipated the wifhes of 
the queen-mother, and made her an offer of his fervices; in return for which he was 
appointed governor of Poitou, on the refignation of the duke of Sully in his favour 6s . 
But to gain the prince of Conde was a matter of great difficulty : both Mary and the 
marefchal d'Ancre preffed him with great earneffnefs to return to court, and offered to 
accede to almoft any propofition he fhould make: for fome time the negotiations, on 
thisfubject, proved fruitlefs; at length, however, the bifhop of Lucon was difpatched 
to the prince, and his arguments prevailed on him to return to court. This prelate, dif- 
gufted with theological lludies, had attached himfelf to the marefchal D'Ancre, who 
procured for him the poll: of grand almoner to the young queen: Mary, convinced 
that his political talents might be advantageoufly exerted in her fervice, employed hitn 
on this occafion, and beftowed on him many marks of her favour 66 . 

The bifhop pleaded fo powerfully in favour of his patrons, that the prince of Conde 

*3 M^moiresde laRegence de Marie de Medici s— Journal de Baffompierre. 6 * Le Vaffor, torn. ii. liv. 8. p. 474. 
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a flu red him the queen-mother might depend on his afliftance, and the marefchal D'An- 
cre, on his protection ; in return for which he claimed the office of chief of the coun- 
cil of France, and the privilege of being admitted to a fhare in the government, to the 
exclufion of all other noblemen of his party. Having obtained the promife he requir- 
ed, Conde repaired to Paris, on the nineteenth of June, and was received, by the people, 
with the loudeft acclammations of joy, and, by the court, with the warmeft profeffions 
of regard. No fooner was his arrival made public, than he was followed by the dukes 
of Vendome, La Tremouille, and Sully ; the count of Candale, and many others of the 
nobility; in fhort the levee at the Louvre was not more numeroufly attended, than the 
levee at the hotel de Conde. 



But the prince took no pains to render himfelf worthy of the influence and popularity 
he enjoyed: in his opinions, irrefolute and indecifive, the determinations of one day 
were fuperfeded by thofe of the next: though he had promifed his protection to Con- 
chini, he made no fcruple to liften to the fuggeftions of his enemies, and frequently 
attended the fecret councils that were holden by the dukes of Guife, Mayenne, and 
Bouillon, for the purpofe of effecting the downfall of the favourite. 



But, though intent on the fame object, the confederates differed effentially as to the 
mode of its accomplifhment : fome of them propofed to prefent a requeft to the parlia- 
ment, defiring.that the marefchal D'Ancre might be brought to trial ; this was certain- 
ly the mo ft decent mode of proceeding, and, indeed, the only lawful way of get- 
ting rid of a man, whofe conduct, they alledged, afforded the moft ferious grounds for 
accufation. But others, who were averfe from the tedious proceedings of a court 
of juftice, and were fearful that the authority of the queen-mother would pre- 
vail in the parliament, were of opinion that the marefchal fhould be carried oft* by 
force, and confined in fome ftrong place, in pofllffion of the party. There was one fo 
deftitute of principle as to go ftill farther, and to advife the aflaffination of the man 
who was the object of their envy and apprchenfions. The duke of Mayenne, at a 
private conference, at which the prince was not prefent, offered to become himfelf the 
ii^flrument of their vengeance, and to run his fword through the body of the favourite, 
provided Conde would fanction the villainous deed by his prefence t? . The duke of 
Bouillon fuggefled the impolicy of mentioning the fubject to the prince, and engaged, 
after the deed was done, to fecure his approbation: this advice, however, being re- 
jected by the duke of Mayenne, the propofal was fubmitted to the confederation of the 
prince. 

There is too great reafon to believe that Conde would, notwithftanding his promife 
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Conchini, which he had lately renewed, have confented to the bafe and criminal aft of 
violence which Mayenne offered to commit, could he have prevailed on all the ene- 
mies of the favourite to arnft him in defpoiling the queen-mother of her authority, 
without which it was better for the prince that Mary fhould be governed by a man 
who was totally at his difpofal. At one of the fee ret interviews which he had with the 
friends of Mayenne, who were afraid that the tardinefs of their proceedings might ex- 
pofe them to the danger of difcovery, Conde faid, " I am ready to do all that you require ; 
" but be affured the queen- mother will be revenged of us all, if we leave her in 
" poffeffion of her authority ; we mull therefore find fome means of keeping her at a 
" dillance from court, or, at leaft, of preventing her interference in affairs of ltate 63 :" 
every one prefent immediately acquiefced in the fentiments of Conde, except the duke 
of Guife, whofe hereditary hatred to the houfe of Bourbon fuperinduced his refufal 
to promote the elevation of a prince whom he confidered as the enemy of his fa- 
mily. Preferring the government of Mary, who treated the Guifes with refpect, he 
obferved, that the difference was effential between the project of getting rid of a fo- 
reigner who was their common enemy, and that of effecting the ruin of the queen-mo- 
ther — " God forbid, "faid he," that I Ihould ever confent to involve her majefty in the 
*•• ruin of the marefchal D'Ancre !" The prince of Conde was highly difpleafed at this 
observation, though he had fufficient addrefs to conceal his difpleafure. He was fully 
aware, that, in cafe Conchini was affaffmated, the whole weight of Mary's refentment 
would fall upon himfelf, and that the duke of Guife would be the only perfon that 
would profit by the crime; he therefoie fent for Barbin, the friend and confident of 
Conchini, as foon as the conference was over, and to him revealed a great part of the 
fecret ; at the fame time renewing his promifes of protecting the marefchal D'Ancre 
againft all the machinations of his enemies. 

Charles of Valois, natural fon to Charles the Ninth, count of Auvergne, and after- 
wards duke of Angouleme, had been confined in the Baftille ever fince the year 1605, 
for having engaged in a confpiracy againfl; Henry the Fourth. This prince is repre- 
fented by the hiftorians of thofe times, as poffeffed of firong fenfe, great courage, and 
political talents far from contemptible ; but thefe good qualities were counterbalanced 
by his exceffive love of money, which is faid to have betrayed him into an act of treafon, 
by inducing him to turn coiner 69 . Mary of Medicis, anxious to firengthen her party, that 
Ihe might be the better enabled to counteract the defigns of the prince of Conde, took the 
refolution of releafing Angouleme, and attaching him to her fervice. The farther to 
fecure his friendfhip, ihe reftored to him the port of colonel general of the light horfe, 
which, on his commitment to prifon, had been given to the duke of Nevers 7 °. 
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On the other hand, the confederates found means to attach the duke of Longueville, 
the avowed enemy of Conchini, to their party: and that nobleman, having repaired to 
his new government of Amiens, had the audacity to commence hoftilities agamft his 
fovereign, and to take the city of Peronne by furprize. It was even feared that he 
would complete the reduction of Picardy, a province of the utrnofr. importance, from 
its vicinity to the Spanifh Netherlands. The king, being advifed to attempt fofnfe 
means of accommodation with the duke, rather than haverecourfe to violence, fentBouih- 
lon to negociate with him ; but this faithlefs agent, inftead of obeying the orders he 
had received, engaged Longueville to perfevere in his revolt, and to join in the con- 
fpiracy againft the marefchal D'Ancre. The prince of Conde, at the fame time, feut 
the archbifhop of Bourges to Conchini with a revocation of the promife he had given to 
protect him, and to tell him that he could not poflibly abandon the duke of Lon- 
gueville 7 '. 

The marefchal on the receipt of this intelligence, ought certainly to have confultcd 
his own fafety, by an immediate retreat ; but, unable to perfuade his wife to return to 
Italy, he determined to brave the llorm. _ He therefore, went to the queen- mother, 
and reprefented to her that the prince of Conde fet her at defiance; that Bouillon 
deceived her; and thatall the other nobles of the party were anxious to deprive her 
of her authority ; and' the only means he faid, of counteracting their defigns, was to 
fecure their perfons n . This advice, at firft, appeared to Mary ofMedicis too bold to 
be purfued ; but fhe was fpeedily induced to change her opinion. Barbin, whom fhe 
had appointed comptroller-general of the finances, a man on whofe opinion fhe greatly 
relied, and whofe abilities and forefight feemed to juftify the confidence fhe repofed in 
him, had often reprefented to her that fhe muff, not flatter herfelf with the hopes of 
curing by mild and common remedies the evils to which the intrigues of the duke of 
Bouillon had given rife : and he infilled on the neccflitv of arrefting the prince of Conde 
as the only means of effecting, without danger, the fpeedy diflblution of the whole 
cabal : Mangot and the bilhop of Lucon likewife contributed their efforts to lead her 
to the adoption of this vigorous mealure. 

The prince of Conde, meanwhile, had endeavoured to perfuade the duke of Sully to 
concur in the fchemes of his party, and to urge the Proteflants to follow his example ; 
but the duke rejected all his folicitations, and preferved his attachment to the king pure 
and inviolate. Ever felicitous for the good of the ftate, this worthy nobleman, and 
true patriot, maintained himfclf in the eftcem and refpect of both parties, and endea- 
voured to fet them right, fo long as they could fubfift in the ftate in which they were, 
by fending information fometimes to the queen-mother, and fometimes to the prince;, 
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and, on the tvventy-fixth of Auguft, the <luke demanded an audience of the queen. He 
then told her, that matters were brought to fuch an extremity, that it was not poflible 
they could continue a week longer in the fame fituation ; that, as the balance then flood, 
the whole authority muft neceffarily fall into the hands of the prince; but that it was 
in her power to retain her fhare of it. He declared, that fhe was not fecure in Paris, 
and that fhe and her children would be fafer in the field, with a thoufand horfe, than 
in the Louvre, while the minds of the nobility and people were in a ftate of fermenta- 
tion. He obferved, that his duty, and the obligations he had received from the late 
king, impofed on him the neceflity of making thefe remonftrances to her ; and that, if 
there were no other remedy for the prefent evils than the lofs of his life, he would 
chearfully facrifice it for the prefervation of the king, herfelf, and the ftate : then, 
taking leave of her, he implored her ferioufly to reflect on the fubjedt of their conver- 
fation ; adding, that if fhe neglected to apply, to the commotions which troubled the 
ftate, the only proper and becoming remedy, fhe, having received due warning, would 
be anfwerable for the confequence 73 . 

Regardlefs of this advice the queen-mother refolved to purfue her own line of con- 
duct ; and the determination to arreft the prince of Conde being adopted, an opportuni- 
ty foon offered of putting it in execution. On the firft of December, the prince, 
though apprized by his friends of the danger which awaited him, went in great pomp 
to the Louvre ; where he was arretted, in the king's name, by Themines and his two 
fons. Enraged at the public indignity thus offered him, Conde afked if there w^re 
none prefent poffefled of fufficient courage to defend the firft prince of the blood, Per- 
ceiving du Vair, keeper of the feals — " You fir," — faid the prince — " are a virtuous 
«« man : have you advifed the violation of thofe folemn promifes which have been fo re- 
«« peatedly made me ?" — Du Vair replied, that he had not been confulted on the occa- 
fion, and that he would exert himfelf to procure a fpeedy and effectual correction of 
the error that had been committed. But the efforts of this magiftrate proved fruitlefs, 
and the queen-mother punifhed him for his difavowal of her conduct, by depriving him 
of the feals, which were given to Mangot 74 . The duke of Sully alfo exprelfed the 
ftrongeft difapprobation of this violent proceeding, and urged the queen-mother to the 
adoption of meafures more moderate and conciliating. 

/ 

While the prince was conducted to prifon, Mary, highly pleafed at having her molt formi- 
dable enemy in her power, was profufe in the diftribution of honours and rewards. The 
zeal of Themines was rewarded with a marefchal's ftafF ; Montigny was honoured with the 
iamedignity ; St. Geran received a promife of promotion on the firft vacancy; andCrequi, 
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who guarded the gate of the Louvre while the prince was arretted, obtained a brevet 
of duke and peer of France 75 . 

As foon as the dukes of Mayenne and Bouillon were apprized of the detention of the 
prince, they endeavoured to inftigate the Parifians to revolt; but the inhabitants evinc- 
ed no difpolition to follow their advice, and they confined the difplay of their indigna- 
tion to the fhutting of their fhops. In the luburb of St. Germain, indeed, the popu- 
lace role and pillaged the houfe of the marefchal D'Ancre, but no other acts of violence 
were committed in the capital. In fact, the prince of Conde had loft the affec- 
tion of the people bv abandoning the intercfb of the public in the treaties of Saint- 
Menehoud and Loudun. The French Hugonots, having the fame fubjedt of complaint, 
againft him, were no better difpofed in his favour. 

Mary of Mcdicis was fully aware of thefe circumft.incc3-, and fpared no pains to< 
turn them to her own advantage. The firft objects of her attention were the forma- 
tion of a council of war, and the adoption of proper meafures for detaching the duke 
ofGuifefrom a party which he had embraced without reflection: that nobleman had 
retired to SoilTons, whither he was followed by the dukes of Bouillon and Mayenne, 
who exerted themfelvesto raifc a powerful army, and to render themfelves formidable to ■ 
the court. Their conferences were holden at Coucy, where they were joined by the 
flukes of Vendome and Longueville ; but when they came to draw up a plan of opera- 
tions, they foon perceived that the duke of Guife was by no means prepared to go- 
the lengths they required. Bouillon earneftly exhorted him to attempt the liberation 
of the prince of Conde, and the deftrudtion of the marefchal D'Ancre ; and he advifed 
him to burn all the mills in the vicinity of the capital, as a fure means of encreafing 
the indignation of the people againft Conchini. To fuperinduce a compliance with his 
requifitions, he offered to make Guife the head of the party; but finding all his efforts 
to perfuade the duke, who had begun to entertain ferious thoughts of reconciling him- 
felf to the court, that he might have the command of the royal army, ineffectual, he 
propofed to the duke of Mayenne to fecure his perfon : this propofal was certainly po- 
litic, and, if adopted, muft have proved of great utility to the party ; but it was inftant- 
ly rejected by Mayenne, and the queen-mother did not fail to profit by the opportuni- 
ty, in order to gain over the duke of Guife and all his dependents. Longueville accom- 
panied Guife to court; but while the party was weakened by this defertion, it was ■ 
ftrengthened, from another quarter, by the acceffion of the duke of Nevers, and fome 
other nobles. 

The court, ftill anxious to avert the horrors of civil war, fent commiffioners to 
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SoifTons to pcrfuade the reft of the malecontents to return to their duty ; but, alarmed 
at the removal of the prince of Conde to the Baftille, and at the declaration which the 
king had juft caufed to be regiftered in the parliament, containing various accufations 
againft him, they rejected the proffered terms, proceeded to levy troops, and fixed upo>i 
Noyon as their place of general rendezvous. Having laid their plan, which was to 
advance to Paris, in order to fee what commotions their prefence would excite in the 
capital, they feparated for the purpofc of encrealing the number of their partifans. 
Mayenne remained at Soiffons; Bouillon and Vendome repaired, the firft to Sedan, and 
the laft to La Fere; the marquis of Coeuvres retired to Laon, of which he was 
governor; and the duke of Nevers endeavoured to excite a revolt in different towns, 
within his government of Champagne. 

In order effectually to oppofe the machinations of her enemies, the queen-mother 
determined to have three armies in motion at the fame time ; the firft, under the com- 
mand of the duke of Angouleme, was deftined to attack the malecontents in Picardy ; 
the fecond, under theconduft of the marefchal de Montigny, was intended for the re- 
duction of Berri, which province had declared in favour of its governor, the prince of 
Conde ; and the marefchal de Souvre received orders to lead the third into Tourainc ; 
but this difpofition was afterwards changed. The government had no difficulty in find- 
ing troops, but the money neceffary for their pay and fubfiftence was not fo eafily pro- 
cured. The prodigality of the prefent reign had totally diffipated the favings of the 
laft; the royal- treafury was empty; and the malecontents had, in feveral provinces, 
feized the money which belonged to the king. A fufficient fum, however, for prefent 
ufe was raifed by means of an edict: publifhed by the king, and regiftered by the parlia- 
ment; and the people were thus obliged to bear the burdens-of a war undertaken to pro- 
mote the interefts, and to gratify the ambition, of a few individuals. The difcontents 
excited by this proceeding were almoft general ; but the infurgents, intent on the accom- 
plifhment of their fchemes, and the queen-mother on the prefervation of her power, were 
alike inattentive to the murmurs and to the fufferings of the people. 

The abfence of the marefchal D'Ancre from court, far from effecting a diminution, 
had tended to promote an augmentation of his credit and influence. On his return, he 
refumed the helm of government, and directed the affairs of ftate with unlimited fway. 
The chancellor Silleri had retired; Bullion, counfellor of ftate, was difmiffed ; and Dole, 
intendant of the finances, was dead. The fervices of Villeroi and Jeannin were no ■ 
better recompenfed than the integrity of Du Vair : they were all objects of fufpicion to 
The favourite, who was refolved to fuffer none to remain in power but fuch as were 
wholly devoted to his will. Thus the bifhop of Lucon, Mangot and Barbin, who 
paid him the moft implicit obedience, had the whole management of affairs, which they 
regulated according to his drrections, and thole of his wife. 
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The duke of Epcrnon, during thefe tranfactions, had retired to his governments of 
Saintongeand Angoumois, where he endeavoured to form a third party in the Mate, with 
a view to effect the ruin of the marefchal D'Ancre. He could not enter into a connec- 
tion with the difcontented nobles, fince they were mod of them his enemies; he, there- 
fore, caft his eyes on the duke of Montmorenci, and the marefchal Lefdiguieres. As he 
wanted a pretext for raifmg troops, he profited by the conduct ot the Rochellers-, who, 
dreading the effects of a civil war, had, for the fecurity of their city, made themfelves 
matters of the cattle of Rochefort. Under a pretence of repelling the dangerous at- 
tempts of a Proteflant town, which the court had always confidered as ripe for fedition 
and prompt to revolt, he levied, with great expedition, four thoufand infantry, and fix 
hundred horfe, and, having fecured the cattle of Surgeres, he {rationed his little army in 
the country of Aunis, where it lived at discretion. This unexpected movement threw 
the court into great contternation, as they were fearful all the Hugonots would be in- 
duced to take up arms, and fly to the afliftance of Rochelle. In order to avert this 
danger, the moft pofitive affurances were given to the Rochellers that the duke's con- 
duct was wholly difapproved by the king ; and the moft pofitive orders were fent to that 
nobleman to defift from his enterprize, and difband his troops. Epernon was obliged to 
comply; but in a letter which he wrote to the king he made a merit of his obedience, 
and reprefented the marquis D'Ancre as a tyrant who oppreffed the people, and infringed 
on the authority of his fovereign. 

The enemies of that favourite daily encreafed, and their malignity feemed to augment 
in proportion to their numbers. The cardinal of Guife had lately formed an intimacy 
with Luines, for the purpofe of accelerating the deftruction of Conchini; and he gave 
the king to underftand, that the difcontented nobles would haften with joy to pay their 
court to his majefty, were they allured that they would no longer be expofed to the in- 
fults of an arrogant and imperious foreigner, to whom the queen-mother wifhed to 
transfer the whole power of the crown. Lewis had never been attached to Conchini, 
and fince the imprifonment of the prince of Conde, his averfion from him had greatly 
encreafed: he was moreover difpleafed at being kept by his mother in a ftate of fubjec- 
tior^ and had formed a refolution to affert his authority, and retire to Compiegne. He 
to'.d Lu ines, that he wifiied the difinterefted nobles would remain firmly united, and 
never confent to a reconciliation with the favourite whom he hated. 

A- D. 1617.] The duke of Bouillon and his aflbciates continued their preparations 
for war, and determined to open the campaign with fpirit and vigour: but the queen- 
mother, apprized of his intentions, by a letter which he wrote to the king, lined the 
frontiers with troops, and prepared to take the field as foon as the feafon would permit 76 . 

76 ContLn. Je Meierai, torn. i. p. 114. 
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Meanwhile, /he caufed a declaration to be publifhed, and regiftereJ in the pailiamcnt, in 
which all the noblemen who had taken up arms were reprefented as rebels and traitors. 
The count of Auvergne, with an army of fourteen thoufand foot, and two thoufand 
horfe, commenced hoftilities by the reduction of Senonches in Tiinerais, which furren- 
dered at difcietion, on the twenty-fixth of January. He then took the caftle of La 
Ferte, belonging to the vidame of Chartres, and extending his march to Nogent-Ic- 
Rotrou, reduced that town, threw a garrifon. into La Feite-Bernard, and entered Mans 
on the eighth of February. 

Some troops, under the marquis of Cceuvres, having made incurfions into Champagne, 
the king fent orders to the duke of Guife to oppofethem, with an army of twelve thou- 
fand foot, and two thoufand horfe. At the beginning of March, the duke took and de- 
molished the cattle of Ricliecourt upon the Aine ; after which exp'oit, he proceeded to 
Rozois in Thierrache : the garrifon, at his approacb, abandoned the town, and retired 
into the citadel, which he inverted in form. While he was engaged in this liege, the 
dukes of Vendome and Mayenne, with the marquis de Cceuvres, affembled their troops, 
with a view of relieving the place; but the duke having difpatched the advanced guard 
of his army to attack them, they gave up their defign, and retired with precipitation. 
The caftle furrendered the next day, and Chateau- Porcien experienced a fimilar fate, 
notwithftanding a reinforcement of troops which the duke of Nevers had contrived to 
throw into the town. 

After fome other military atchievements of little importance, the duke of Guife was fent 
tooppofe the entrance of the German auxiliaries into the kingdom, who were preparing 
tpjoin the malecontents. Meanwhile the marefchalde Montigny had orders to lay fiege 
to Nevers, where the duchefs of Nevers had contrived to affemble a garrifon of two 
thoufand five hundred foot, and fix hundred horfe, and evinced a refolution to defend the 
place to the laft extremity. The inarquifes of Villars, Thiange, Beffe, Chateau-Re- 
nault, and Berri ; the vifcount of Aunay ; the barons of Aiguilly and la Riviere, with a 
great number of private gentlemen, haftened to join the duchefs, in order to fecond her 
efforts, and command her troops. 

With fourteen thoufand foot, three hundred horfe, and a finall train of artillery, the 
count of Auvergne entered the province of Picardy, and reduced the ftrong caftle of 
Pierre- Fons, fituated on an eminence of difficult accefs, near the foreft of Compiegne. 
He thence marched to Soiffons, and having received the neceffary ammunition and can- 
non from Paris, laid fiege to the city of Soiffons, which was defended by the duke of 
Mayenne with a garrifon of fifteen hundred foot, and three thoufand horfe. Notwith- 
ftanding two fuccefsful fallies, in which the royalifts fuftained fome lofs, the fiege was 
preffed with vigour by the count ; the walls of Soiffons could not long have refilled his 
ardour, and he had given the fignal for a general affault, when the duke of Mayenne 

was 
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was preferved from the deftrudtion with which he was threatened, by an event as unex- 
pected as it was decijfive. 

The ambition of Luines, the new favourite of Lewis, had encreafed in proportion to 
the confidence which his fovereign repofed in him, a:id he confidered the marefchal 
D'Ancre not merely as a formidable competitor, but as an infuperable bar to his advance- 
ment. He had alfo another motive for enmity, befides the powerful one of intereft ; for 
the marefchal had rejected with difdain his offer of alliance, by uniting his brother t» 
the niece of Conchini. 

In the unguarded hours of focial intercourfe, Luines impreiTed his youthful fove- 
reign with a lively dread of the dangerous defignfi ot the afpiring Florentine, on whofe 
deftrudtion he had now finally determined : he reprefented to him, that his father, Henry 
the Fourth, had ever regarded, with peculiar averlion, the influence of the marefchal and 
his wife, Leonora, over the mind of the qjeen: that he had only bci prevented, by the 
tears of his confort, from compelling them to repafs trie Alps ; tnat the evils which he 
Jiad forefeen from their afcendancy over that princefs were now realifed; the firft prince 
of the blood was imprifoned ; the principal nobility were banifhed from court ; and the 
kingdom was plunged into the calamities of civil war, to fatiate the revenge, ortofoothe 
the arrogance of a fupercilious foreigner: that while this infolent minion dilpofed at his 
pleafure of every employment of truft and importance, the fovereign himfelf was little 
better than a captive to the queen and the marefchal ; and the avowed preference and at- 
tachment of the former to his younger brother, Gafton, duke of Orleans, ought to in- 
fpireVim with fentiments of prudent diftruft. 

The impreffions made by thefe fuggeftions on the youthful mind of Lewis, already 
diftinguifhed by that jealoufy of the royal authority which fo ftrongly marked his con- 
duct through life, were artfully ftrengthened by an intimation that on the death of Con- 
chini the prefervation of his own life materially depended. In fhort, the moft infulious 
and treacherous meafures were adopted in order to extort from the king aconfentto a deed 
wTiich tended to load his memory with indelible difgrace 71 . After much hefitation and 
delay, the fatal mandate of deftrudtion was given; and the revengeful favourite, actuated 
by the moft bafe and unworthy motives, prepared for its execution with alacrity propor- 
tioned to his joy. Having fummoned to his aid his own brother, Cadenet, Luines 
fixed on Vitii, the captain of the guard, as the inftrument of his vengeance; and that 
officer affociated in the enterprize his brother, du Hallier; his brother-in-law, Perfan, 
and a few more friends, on whofe courage and fidelity he could rely. 

77 Relation de la Mort~du Marefchal D'Ancre, a la fin de l'Hiftoire del Favoris — Memoiies de Deageant — 
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The marefchal D'Ancre was in Normandy at the time that the rcfolution to aflafH- 
nate him was taken. His wife had fent for him in great hafte, at the initigation of the 
queen, who, convinced of the neceffity of the meafure by the arguments of the bifhop of 
Carcalfonne, and forne other perfons, had at length pcrfuaded Leonora to retire to Italy ". 
Pleafed that his wife had confented to a meafure which flie had repeatedly rejected when pro- 
pofed by himfelf, Conchini returned to Paris, in order to make the necedary preparations 
for his departure, and to take fuch fteps as would enable him to quit the kingdom with 
honour to himfelf. But his enemies were too much interefted in his deftruftion to let him 
efcape fo eafily : his fudden return to the capital was reprefented to the king as the confe- 
quence of fome new plan for the invafion of his authority ; and Luines gave him to un- 
derftand, that if he did not effectually prevent' the accomplishment of Conchini's fatal de- 
figns, he would lofe not only his power but his life. 

At this critical conjuncture the bifhop of Lucon took a flep which reflects no great 
honour on his memory. His penetration enabled him to forefee that fome great revolu- 
tion in the court of France was near at hand; as he had attached himfelf to the marefchal - 
D'Ancre, in the hope of rifing above that patron, whofe creature he now was, he was 
anxious to avoid being involved in his ruin. But as he could not poffibly expect to keep his 
place of fecretary of ftate, or even to retain his feat in the council, without the concur- 
rence and protection of Luines, who, after the death of Conchini, would infallibly have the 
difpofal of all offices of truft or emolument, he commiffioned his brother-in-law, Pont- 
courlai, to make a tender of his fervices to the new favourite, and to obtain for him an 
audience of the king. '* The bifhop of Lucon'' — faid Pontcourlai to Luines. — " accept- 
*' ed the office of fecretary of ftate, with a determination to ferve the king in preference 
" to all other perfons. He fees, with extreme concern, that affairs are not carried on in a 
" manner pleafing and fatisfa&ory to his majefty. His father, M. de Richelieu, ferved 
*' the predeceffbrs of the prefent king wit-h zeal and fidelity ; and if his majefty will ac 
" cept the fervices of the bifhop of Lucon, and receive him as one of his minifters, you, 
" fir, fhall be faithfully apprized of all the refolutions that may be taken in the fecret 
*« council of the queen-mother' 9 ." Deageant afterwards procured an interview for 
Richelieu with the king and his favourite, at which that prelate confirmed and renewed the 
protections which had been made in his name, and promifed to give intelligence of all 
the moft fecret defigns of Mary and Conchini. Lewis having been preyioufly inftruckd 
by Luines, gave the bifhop reafon to expect that he fhould be continued in the enjoyment 
of his poft. 

Confident of fuccefs, Luines made no fecret of his intentions ; and the queen-mother 

7< Memoires de Deageant, pages 58, 59, 60. 
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and Conchini himfelf were apprized, by different perfons, of the danger that awaited 
them. But they relied too much on the ftrength of their own authority to take thofe 
precautions which the occafion would have juftified. A propofal, indeed, had been 
made to Conchini, fornetime before, to affaffinate Luines; and fix thoufand piiloles were re- 
quired as the reward of a fervice, which the perfon who offered to perform it confidered 
to be of infinite importance to the marefchal. But the latter, either from a contempt for 
his rival, or from abhorrence of the crime, rejefted the offer with difdain So . Luines him- 
felf was lefs fcrupulous and delicate, and, having concerted his plans, he refolved to put 
them in execution without farther delay. 

On Monday, the twenty-fourth of April, the marefchal D Ancre went as ufual, about ten- 
in the morning, to pay his refpefts to the king at the Louvre, attended by forty gentlemen, 
who derived their fupport from his liberality, and who accompanied him wherever he went. 
He was earneftly engaged in reading a letter, when Vitri, the captain of the guard, with his 
brother, Dvi Hallier, Perfan, and feveral of their myrmidons, appeared. Vitri laid hold of 
Conchini's arm, and arretted him in the king's name : before the marefchal could recover 
from his aftonifhment, three piftols were difcharged at him by the affaffins, and the balls all 
entering his body, he funk, lifelefs, on his knees, when Vitri thnift his fword thrbugh his 
heart, and extended him on the ground The captain of the guard immediately ex- 
claimed, as if he had atchieved fome glorious exploit, " Long live the King!'' and the 
Tervile herd that followed his fleps proclaimed, by a repetition of the founds, their fove- 
reign an accomplice in the bafe a£f of affafhnation. 

Thus miferably perifhed, by the hand of affaffins, Conchino Conchini, who had rifea 
from indigence and obfeurity to a flatcof fplendor, opulence, and power, equalled by few 
and fcarcely exceeded by any. His pomp, his arrogance, and unbounded ambition, pro« 
cured him many powerful enemies. Thofe paffions, which he was unable to reprefs, or, at 
leaft, to conceal, were the caufe, or rather the pretext, of his deftruclion, which was ea- 
gerly fought by the courtiers, to whom his wealth and authority were objects of envy and- 
defire. But though his vices were great, they have been greatly exaggerated ; and it ap- 
pear* to be a matter of doubt, whether thofe who moll cenfured his conduct, would have 
difplaycd greater moderation or greater virtue in a fimilar fituation. The marefchal 
D'Eflrees, who was long in habits of intimacy with Conchini, though he afterwards cm- 
braced the caufe of his enemies, gives the following account of him, at the end of his 
Memoirs of the Regency of Mary of Medicis. " When I reflea"— fays the noble au- 
thor—" on the death of the maicfclul D'Ancre, I can only afcribe it to the prevalence of 
" his evil itars. He was naturally beneficent, and had given caufe for offence but to very 

«" Mc<moire recondite di Vittorio Siri, torn. iv. p. 47. St Re i at i on de l a Mort du Marefchal D^Ancre— 

Memoires Ue Dcageant,p. 64, Contin. de Mezerai, torn. i. p i 15 ._Le Vallor, torn. ii. liv. jo. p. 707. 



" few 



i6i 7 .] 



LEWIS THE THIRTEENTH. 



155 



" fewperfons. I am at a lofsto comprehend why the whole kingdom mould rife againft him, 
" nor can I difcover any other reafon for fo extraordinary a circumflance, than the unfortu- 
M nate fituation of affairs at court, after the death of Henry the Fourth. The marefchal had 
" an agrecahle perfon, and was deeply (killed in all martial exercifes : he loved pleafure.and 
" was particularly addicted to gaming : his converfation was mild and eafy : his ideas were 
" lofty and ambitious, though on certain occafions he endeavoured to conceal them ; and 
V heafFe&ed never to enter the council chamber. Lewis the Thirteenth has been often 
" heard to fay that he never could conceive what reafon there was for killing the mare- 
" fchal D'Ancre." Lewis, when arrived at years of difcretion, muff certainly have con- 
demned the meafure ; but it is no lefs certain that, at the time, he fanftioned it by his 
countenance and approbation. 

The appearance of Lewis, at a window which overlooked the bloody fcene, had re- 
preffed the ineffe&ual zeal of D'Ancre's adherents. His infant foil, the marquis de Pene, 
and his wife, the unfortunate Leonora, were immediately fecured. The body of Con- 
chini, ftripped of every thing that was valuable, was carried to a room next the guard-houfe, 
whence it was conveyed at night to the neighbouring church of Saint Germain l'Auxerrois. 
The prielt began to read the ufual fervice for the dead, but the attendants interfered, and 
forbade him to pay any refpeft to " a wretch who did not deferve that prayers mould be 
" offered to God in his behalf." The populace, having learned the place of his inter- 
ment, went the next day, during the celebration of divine fervice, and took the body out 
of the grave. They fufpended it for fome time at the door of Barbin, Conchini's friend; 
who lived clofe by, and compelled that minifter to behold, from the window, the corpfe 
of his patron. It was then dragged, with every mark of indignity, to the Pont-Neuf, 
where it was fufpended by the feet to a gallows already prepared. While it remained in 
that fituation, the populace plucked out the eyes, and cutoff the nofe, ears, head, arms, 
and the diftinftive marks of the fex, which they divided among them. They then fepa- 
rated into troops, each of which dragged through the ftreets fome part of the body of the 
murdered favourite. One man, decently dreffed, opened the belly, and having dipped his 
hand in the blood, licked it with his tongue. Another tore out his heart, and broiling it 
on the fire> eat it with vinegar. The mutilated trunk was exhibited at the Greve, at the 
Baflille, before the prince of Conde's maniion, and before the late refidence of the un- 
fortunate marefchal himfelf. As foon as the populace had fatiated their favage fury, and 
proved themfelves the worthy descendants of the murderers of the Jirmagnacs, and of 
the heroes of Saint Bartholomew, they burnt one part of the body on the Pont-Neuf, and 
the other on the Greve : Some of them collected the afhes, and fold them by the ounce: 
while the man who performed the part of the executioner held out his hat, and claimed a 
reward from the paffengers "for having hanged the marefchal* 1 ." 

* z Lc Vaffor, torn. ii. liv. 10. p. 745, 74.6. 
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But the death of his competitor was not fufficient for the reigning favourite, who aimed 
at the poffefuon of his wealth, which could not be acquired without the obfervance of 
certain forms. Unfortunately, he found the parliament obfequious to his will : without 
the fmallefl proof of any crime having been committed, they pronounced Crnchini a 
traitor, declared his eftates to be confifcated, and his only fon to be degraded from his rank, 
as a nobleman, and incapable of pofTeffing any office or dignity in France' 3 . To com- 
plete this iniquitous bulincfs, a judicial procefs was commenced againft the widow; her 
property was taken from her; and fhe was condemned to expiate with her life an imagi- 
nary crime, invented by the malice or ignorance of her enemies. She was accufed, 2nd 
pronounced guilty of having gained the affeclions of the queen-mother by magical arts. 
She was burned on the Place de Geve ; and the conftancy fhe difplayed in her laft mo- 
ments extorted the admiration of thofe enemies whofe rage her innocence proved inade- 
quate to difarm. They contrafted her conduct, in the hour of death, with that of the 
marefchal Birdn, and obferved, " That Biron had died like a woman, and Galiga'i like 
" a man' 4 ." 

The deftruclion of her favourites was followed by the difgrace of the queen-mother 
herfelf; fhe was diverted of her guards, and the enfigns of royalty; denied an interview 
with her fon, and expofed to the infults of his officers. Finding all her efforts for the 
recovery of her former afcendancy vain and ineffectual, fhe, at length, withdrew from 
court, and retired to Blois. Immediately after her departure, all the old minifters who had 
been difmiffed by the marefchal D'Ancre, were recalled ; and thofe whom he had protect- 
ed were deprived of their places. The feals were reftored to Du Vair: ihe bi/hop of 
Lucon, notwithftanding the king's promife, loft his office of fecretary of ftate; and Bar- 
bin, the friend of Conchini, and patronized by the queen-mother, was arrefted. The 
power which had been enjoyed by D'Ancre was transferred to Luines; the dignity of 
marefchal was conferred on Vitri ; and his brother, Du Hallier, was raifed to the vacant 
poft of captain of the guards. 

.The void occafioned at court by the departure of Mary of Medicis, was foon filled up 
by the return of the difcontented nobles ; who, the moment they were apprized of the death 
of the marefchal D'Ancre, ceafed all hoftilities, and fent a perfon to the king to requc ft 
his permirtion to pay their refpeas to him. This was eafily granted; and Lewis, highly 
pleafed at this happy t •rmination of a revolt which began to wear a threatening afpea, 
received them with the utmoft cordiality. 

The party hoped and expeaed that the prince of Conde would now be reflored to 
liberty ; but he derived no other advantage from the death of the marefchal, and the dif- 

*i Relation de la Mort da Marefchal D'Anarc. *4 u Vafibr. 



grace 



l6l/.] LEWIS THE THIRTEENTH. I 57 

grace of the queen- mother, than a relaxation of the rigours of imprifonment, and a 
permiffion for his wife to become the partner of his captivity : the king, indeed, amufed 
him with fair promifes and Ipecious profeffions ; but after he had palled four months in 
the Baftille, his liberation not coinciding with the intereft of Luines, he was, at the 
inftigation of that favourite, transferred to the caftle of Vincennes. 

Luines had, by this time, acquired an abfolute afcendancy over the mind of Lewis, 
whofe attention he was fludious to divert from bufinefs by engaging him, alternately, 
in private amufements and acts of devotion. He fuffered no one to approach his per- 
fon, much lefs to have any private converfation with him, without his perm'nTion. Al- 
though this favourite had but little fupport from the people, and frill lefs experience 
in matters of ftatc, he neverthelefs undertook to direct the helm of government, and, 
having enriched himfelf with the fpoils of Conchini, put himfelf in a condition to en- 
force refpect from the firft nobles in the realm. The envy he excited was great, and 
the raillery he endured frill greater, but he gave himfelf no uneafinefs on that account, 
being perfectly willing that people fhould be allowed to talk, fo long as they would 
fufFer him to act. He endeavoured to ftrengthen his influence by contracting a mar- 
riage with a daughter of the duke of Montbazon, of the houfe of Rohan, afterwards 
fo well known by the title of duchefs of Chevreufe. 

During thefe tranfactions, an affembly of the clergy met at Paris, and demanded the 
re-eftablilhment of the Roman-Catholic religion, with a reftitution of ecclefiaftical 
property, in the principality of Beam. The court was at Fontainebleau ; and the 
propriety of granting the requefts of the clergy became a fubject of debate in the council. 
The late king, inceffantly importuned by the pope, had given fome hopes that he 
would grant what was nOw afked of his fon. Yet that wife monarch was prevented 
from realizing thefe hopes, by the remonftrances of his mother, Joan of Albret, a pru- 
dent and enlightened princefs, who reminded him that the Bearnois were governed by 
their cuftomary laws, by one of which it was enacted, that the prince could not by 
his own authority change any thing which had been effabliflied by the aiTembly of the 
ftates of the country: the Roman religion, therefore, having been aboliflied, and 
the property of the church feized, in virtue of a foleinn act paffed by the ftates 
themfelves, Henry the Fourth did not think proper to do what was forbidden by the 
laws of his principality of Beam, with which he was well acquainted, and which he 
had ever religioully obferved. Thefe confederations, however, had no weight with the 
council of his fon, who, deceived by intcrefted minifters, and particularly by du Vair, 
keeper of the feals, who was anxious to infinuate himfelf into the good graces of the 
pope, in the hope of obtaining a cardinal's hat, publifhed an arret fubverfive of the 
laws ; and deftructive of the liberties of Beam. This edict was the origin of all the 
calamities experienced by the Proteftants during the prefent reign. 

The 
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The people had not forgotten the promife they had received that the diforders which 
prevailed in the government ftiould be effectually remedied. Luines amufed them with 
hopes ; but when fome of the members of the council ventured topropofe a new aflembly 
of the ftates-general, he profeffed his determined oppofition to fuch a meafure; and 
could with difficulty be perfuaded toconfent that an affembly of nobles lhould be conven- 
ed at Rouen on the twenty-fourth of November. The king, at the appointed day, 
appeared in the capital of Normandy, but the time that ftiould have been devoted to the 
redrefs- of grievances was confumed in frivolous difputes about rank and precedency. 
Not a meafure was adopted that could in the fmalleft degree anfwer the purpofe for 
which they were convened ; no edict tending to promote the relief of the people was 
pafled ; no falutary regulation enforced; and after the affembly had fat a month with- 
out coming to any refolution, the favourite, under pretence that the king was indif- 
pofed, difTolved it, on the twenty-fivth of December, and conducted his majefty back 
to the capital. 

While the deftructive flames of civil commotion had preyed upon the vitals of France, 
the duke of Savoy was expofed to the formidable arms and refilefs ambition of Spain. 
The marefchal duke de Lefdiguieres flew to the fuccour of that prince whom he had for- 
merly attacked with equal ardour. Neither the commands of the queen- mother nor 
the fplendid offers of Spain, could reftrain him from the enterprize in which the glory 
and intereft of his country were deeply concerned. The late revolution fufpended 
his operations for a moment, but on the deftrucYion of the marefchal d'Ancre he refum- 
td them with the fnncYion of the royal authority. In fucceffive engagements the 
troops of Spain were defeated by a veteran who joined the fire of youth to the experi- 
ence of age ; and at the inflant that he prepared to carry his victorious arms into Milan, 
and render Italy once more the theatre of war, his triumphant career was flopped by 
the intelligence of a peace, which Spain, baffled in her efforts, and humbled in her 
pride, had condtlcended to propofe, and which the exhnuftcd coders of the duke of Sa- 
voy had induced him to accept. 

A. D. 1 6 1 S.J It was expected that the king, on his return to the capital, would 
give his people that fatisfacYion which they had failed to obtain from the aflembly of 
the notables at Rouen. But the only effort that was made to apptafe them, was the 
publication of two arrets of the council, which had no other effect than that of alarm- 
ing the magtft rates, and giving offence to the univerfity of Paris. By the firft, which 
was dated the lixteenth of Jaiu.aiy, the aboftion of the droit annuel was irrevocably 
pronounced; but the*king unwilling to fuitam the diminution it occafioned in the re- 
venue, revoked the arret, m a ver ; ihort tune. By the fecond, dated the fifteenth of 
February, the Jefuits were permitted to r L ach the fciences in the different univerfities. This 
regulation was ; : Jy oppofed by the uj -trfity of Paris, as an infringement on its 
rijits and privileges; but the oppcfltion proving ineffectual, and the Jefuits having 
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procured an eftablifhment in the college, afterwards known by the name of the college 
of Lewis the Great, the univerfity was obliged to be contented with enacting that all 
fuch as received inflrudtion from the Jefuits Ihuuld be incapacitated from taking any de- 
gree at Paris Ss . 

Meanwhile the queen-mother was kept in a Rate of captivity at Blois, where fhe 
was even debarred the privilege of walking without the walls of the city, in the environs 
whereof feveral troops of hone were ftationed, to watch her motions, and prevent her 
efcape. N Jtwithftanding the difficulty of eluding the vigilance of her guards, fhe was 
pertuaded, by the arguments of the duke of Bouillon, to make the experiment ; but it 
was hrft heceffary to fecure a party in her favour, and to engage in her intereft fome 
nobleman of great influence and fpirit. The duke of Epernon feemed th« moil proper 
perfon for the occafion , and the difguft he had lately conceived againft Luines, who 
had oppoled the promotion of his fon, the urchbifhop of Touloufe, to the rank of car- 
dinal 66 , induced him to lend a favourable ear to the applications of Mary. After 
much negociation, the plan was fettled for facilitating the evafion of the queen-mother, 
conducting her to Loches, and from thence to Angouleme, or fome other place in the 
government of Saintonge S; . 

During this time the king and his favourite were thrown into the greateft confirmation 
by the refolute conduct of the Bearnois, who had come to a folemn determination to facri- 
fice their lives to the prefcrvation of their laws and cuftoms.They pofitively rejected the 
ediot. granted for the reftitution of ecclefiafHcal property ; and their oppofition gave 
rife to fome ferious debates in the council. The moft judicious members propofed a 
revocation of the edict, afljgning as the motive of fuch propofal the rational grounds for 
apprehending that the French Hugonots would be led to efpoufe the caufe of their bre- 
thren in Beam, from a conviction that the attempt to fubvert their privileges was only 
intended to facilitate the abolition of the edicts of pacification. But thefe fuggeftions 
were deemed too moderate for adoption in a tranfadtion in which the authority of the 
king had been incautioufly committed ; the remonflranccs of the Bearnois were, 
from the fame erroneous motives, treated with comtempt ; and a commiflloner was difpatch- 
ed to Beam to enforce the execution of this unjuft and impolitic edict. 

The fovereign council of the province frill perfifted in their oppofition, and came to 
a refolution, importing that the edict in queftion had been furreptitioufly obtained, and 
declaring that it was contrary to the eftablifhed laws and cuftoms of Beam. Undif- 
mayed by a fecond order from the king, more pofitive and peremptory than the firft, 

8 * Contin. de Mnzerai, torn. i. p. 1 35. 8 * Vie du Due D'Epernon, liv. 7. — Memoires de Rohan, liv 1. 
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they refufed to fufFer the execution of the arret, and appointed a deputation to wait 
on his majefty, to befeech him to preferve inviolate the rights and privileges of his Pro- 
tectant fubjects, in conformity to the edicts granted by the kings, his predecefibrs, as well 
as to thoie which had been publifhed by himlelf. They then convened a general affeinbly 
of all the churches, as the only means of Hopping the violent proceedings of the court, 
who now began to be afraid that this affair would excite in France as great commotions 
as prevailed between the Pioteftants and Catholics in the kingdom of Bohemia. 

The intrigues of the queen-mother had not been conducted with fuch fecrecy as to- 
tally to efcape the obfervation of the court. It was known that a reconciliation had 
taken place between the dukes of Bouillon and Epernon, who had long been confidered 
as irreconcileable enemies ; that they both maintained a correfpondeiice with Mary of 
Medicis ; and that the latter, who had quitted the court in difguft, and retired to Metz, 
had introduced frefh troops into that city, under pretence of putting it into a proper 
ftate of defence. Thefe circumftances were fufficient to aroufe the jealoufy, and awaken 
the apprehenfions of Luines, who encreafed his exertions for conciliating the affec- 
tions of the nobility, by a judicious diflribution of honours and rewards. The duke 
of Mayenne was gratified with the government of Guienne, wrefted from the prince of 
Conde; the marefchal Ornano was appointed to that of Normandy; and Luines referved 
to himfelf the Ifle of France, the fituation of which allowed him to exercife the duties 
of a governor, without neglecting thofe of a minifter. 

But all the precautions he could adopt were inefficient* to difpel the fears of the 
favourite, who dreaded the returning influence of the queen-mother. Thefe appre- 
henfions the duke of Rohan, who was fincerely attached to Mary, undertook to 
remove: at an interview he had with Luines, he gave him to underitand that it would 
be more to his intereft to be reconciled to the queen-mother, than to the prince of Conde 
both of whom, he maintained, muft fooner or later, return to court: he reprefented 
to him, that though the prince had been thrown into prifon before he had the manage- 
ment of affairs, and that therefore he could not be confidered as the author of his fuf- 
ferings, it was ftill to be dreaded that his highnefs would ftand more in the way of his 
elevation, than Mary. That whatever precaution might be taken to prevent the eva- 
fion cfl tins princefs, it was ftill poflible (he might efcape, and find means to bring about 
a reconciliation with her Ion : and that even fhould he promote Mary's return to court 
there would ever fubfift a certain jealoufy and miliruft between the mother and fon, by 
which Luines might profit. 

The favourite feemed to acknowledge the validity of thefe reafons, and fecretly an- 
thoriz d the duke of Rohan to effect an accommodation with the queen- mother • but 
tl> matter becoming public, the king was apprized ofjt, and Luines was reduced to the 
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neceffity of changing the plan of his proceedings. Arnoux, a Jefuit, was fent to 
Blois, in order to perfuade Mary, by an appeal to her confeience, to fubmit patiently to the 
reftraints it had been found neceffary to impofe on her for the prefent, and not, by any 
attempt to efcape, fruftrate the favourable intentions of the king, who would doubt- 
lefs, ere long, permit her to return to court. He exerted his utmoft efforts to per- 
fuade her that the mifunderftanding that prevailed between her and her fon would im- 
mediately ceafe, if fhe would only convince that prince that flie had never entertained 
any thoughts hoftile to his power, and that fhe had no intention of forming any party 
in the kingdom, nor of quitting Blois, without his permiffion. " Madam" — faid the 
artful Jefuit — " give me fome proof, to convince the king that fuch is your difpofition; 
" and I'll anfwer for it you will obtain from his majefty whatever you pleafe 8 V 
The queen-mother, who earneftly defired to return to court, complied with his requeft, 
and the Jefuit immediately drew up a deed, by which Mary of Medicis engaged to fwear 
before God and the Holy Angels " never in future to harbour any thought or delire, 
" hoftile to the profperity of the king's affairs ; to pay him, during her whole life, 
" the duty and obedience which fhe owed to his majefty, as her fovereign lord, giving 
*' up her will in every thing to his: to maintain no correfpon'lence, either within or 
44 without the kingdom, which could, in any way, be prejudicial to his fervice : todifa- 
vow all perfons, of whatever quality or condition, who fhould make ufe of her name to 
44 carry on practices or intrigues contrary to the will of the king : to apprize him with- 
*' out delay of any overtures that might be made to her for fuch purpofes, and of the 
44 names of the perfons who fhould make them: to inform againft all perfons whom 
44 flie knew to be difaffedted to his majefty ; and to exprefs no defire to return to court, 
44 until it fhould pleafe the king to give orders for that purpofe." 

When this deed was carried to court, Luines exhibited the mo ft extravagant fym- 
toms of joy. Flattering himfelf that the oath which Mary had taken not to leave 
Blois without the king's permilfion would deter her from taking any farther means 
for effedVing her evafion, he refigned himfelf to a dangerous fecurity : but the queen- 
mother, perceiving that no meafures were adopted for accelerating her return, and that 
not one of the promiles which had been made her was obferved, determined to profit 
by the inactivity of the favourite. At the perfnafion of her confeffor, who releafed 
her from the apprebenfions fhe entertained of the confequences of violating her oath, 
fhe refblved to effect, her efcape as foon as poffible. She was guarded with lefs vigilance 
fince her negociation with the Jefuit ; and a letter which he had brought her.from 
Lewis, containing a permiffion to vifit any part of the kingdom, ferved to facilitate 
the aceomplifhment of the plan fhe had before fettled, and contributed not a little to 
bring over many of the nobility to her interefts 5 '. 
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A. D. 1619.] The duke of Epernon had taken all his meafures with the Abbe 
Rucellai, the queen-mother's agent, for reftoring that princefs to liberty. He had, 
at hid, refolved to fend his fon the archbifhop of Touloufe to receive Mary of Medicis, 
in the vicinity of Blois,. while lie himfelf fhould pafs the river Loire, the fame day, and 
advance towards Loches to meet them. But on reflection he deemed it expedient, in 
an enterprjze fo difficult and perilous, to attend himfelf", that he might be ready to 
give fuch orders as circumflances might require, and to fupply an immediate remedy 
to any unforefeen accidents that might occur; he therefore refolved to repair to Loches 
in perlbn, there to receive the queen-mother, and conduct her to Angouleme 9 °. The 
court were wholly unacquainted with this intrigue; and the indolence and inattention 
which Luines difplayed on the occafion proved him totally unfit for the ftation he oc- 
cupied. But one of Rucellai's fsi vants who was fent with a letter for the queen-mo- 
ther from the duke of Epernon, to apprize her of the day on which the duke intend- 
ed to leave Metz, conceiving the packet he was charged with to be of great import- 
ance, wentftrait to Paris, and offered to difclofe to one of the favourite's attendants a fe- 
cret'of confequence, on condition of receiving an adequate reward. Luines, neglecting the 
intelligence, made the fervant wait two or three . days before he admitted him to an au- 
dience. In the mean time, Du Buiffon, a counfellor of the parliament, who was attach- 
ed to t«he queen-mother, being apprized of the circumflance, found out thel-^v r. and 
took the letter from hiin. Thus the favourite, by his indolence, loir the opportunity 
•f difcovering an intrigue which it only depended on himfelf to difconcert. 

The duke of Epernon left Metz, at the head of a hundred horfe, or according to 
foine writers of four hundred, and haflened to the appointed I'pot. But the queen-mo- 
ther, through the treachery of Rucellai's fervant, had received no intelligence of his 
motions or defigns.'for the magiftrate into whofe hands the duke's letter had fallen, had 
not given himfelf the trouble to forward it to her. In this ftate of uncertainty Mary be- 
gan to apprehend that fhe was forfaken by the whole world ; fortunately, Du Pleffis, 
the duke's confidant, arrived very opportunely at Blois to extricate her from the em- 
bairaffment in which fhe was involved. All her apprehenfions vanifhed on hearing 
that the duke was waiting for her at Loches, and, in the night of the tweiUy-nrft of 
February, fhe defcended from a window, by means of a ladder of ropes, and accom- 
panied by the count of Breunc, du Pleffis, and three or four other peribns, took the 
road to Montrichard, where fhe was met by the Abbe Rucellai, and the archbifhop of 
Touloufe, who conducted her to Loches, with all poflible expedition. The duke of 
Epernon gave her the meeting, at the head of one hundred and fifty horfe ; and, after 
waiting two days at Loches for her retinue, fhe retired to Augouleme, where fe- 
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veral perfons who were difgufted with the conduct, of the reigning favourite went to 
make her a tender of their fervices. 

The court meanwhile were fully occupied with the amufements of the carnival ; 
and the rejoicings confequent on the marriages of Mademoifelle de Vendome (natural 
daughter to Henry the Fourth) with the duke of Elbeuf, elder fon of a younger branch 
of the houle of Guife; and of Chriftina, fecond fifter to the king, with Victor Ama- 
deus, prince of Piedmont. Satiated with the tumultuous diverfions of the capital, 
Lewis had retired to Saint-Germain en Laye, in fearch of repofe : but he had fcarcely 
arrived there when he received intelligence of his mother's evafion. This news gave 
the greateft uneafinefs to the favourite, and the courtiers beheld, with malignant plea- 
fure, the embarraffment into which he was thrown merely by his own neglect. Con- 
vinced that Mary of Medicis and her partifans were bent on his deftruction, he propof- 
ed an immediate commencement of hoftilities, and fuggefted the propriety of placing 
the king at the head of a powerful army in order to wage war againft his mother. But 
this violent meafure being ftrenuoufly oppofed by all the old minifters, it was at length 
refolved to have recourfe to the arts of negociation. 

The count of Bethune was therefore difpatched to Mary, to treat with her on the 
part of Lewis the Thirteenth. At his fir ft interview the count was convinced that 
ihe never would be perfuaded to abandon the duke of Epernon. The favourite wiflied 
to bring that nobleman to trial on an accufation of having carried off the queen-mother, 
but the duke had taken the precaution to obtain the king's letter to his mother, by which 
he gave her permiffion to vifit any part of the country, whenever flie might deem fuch 
an excurfion neceffary for her health.' He had alfo procured a letter from Mary her- 
felf, written, indeed, after, but dated before, her evafion, in which fhe begged his af- 
fiftance in effecting her efcape, entreating that he would receive her at Loches, and ac- 
company her to Augouleme. Thus any accufation preferred againft the Duke of 
Epernon for carrying off the queen-mother muft neceffarijy fall to the ground. That 
princefs refufed to liften to any terms of accommodation, fo long as the count of Be- 
thune perfifted in requiring her to give up a man whom flic confidered as her deliverer. 
The archbifhop of Sens (brother to the cardinal du Perron, who had died the year be- 
fore) was fent as a coadjutor to the count, in the hope that, by acting in concert, 
they would the fooner prevail on Mary to yield to the will of her fon j but the months 
of March and April were confumed in fruitlefs negotiations, and the eloquence of the 
prelate proved equally inefficacious with that of the count. 

Luines ft ill continued to prefs the king to proceed to extremities, and a formidable 
military force was ordered to chaftife the temerity of the duke of Epernon, who beheld 
himfelf difappointed by the fupine indifference of the nobles, from which no exhorta- 
tions either of his own or his royal ally could aroufc them. The duke was fenfible 
that alone and unfupported he muft foon fink in the unequal conflict; yet though both 
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parties now wiflicd for peace the negociations were ftill flow and undeciflve. To ac- 
celerate the termination of a hufmefs, which gave Lewis great uneafinels, a new ne- 
gotiator was employed. This was Richelieu, bifhop of Lucon, who from the place 
cf his exile, fentdu Pont-Courlai, hi? brother-in-law, to court, to offer his fervicesto the 
king, and to requeft permiffion tovifit Mary of Medicis. Some writers affirm, that the pre- 
late addrefled himfelf to Luines, who was very glad to employ a man whom he knew to 
have great influence over the queen-mother ; others fry, that he applied to Deageant, 
who anxious to fecure the fuppovt of Mary, fccrctly propofcd the bufinefs to the king, 
who did not even imparl it to his favourite 01 . Be that as it may, Richelieu obtained a 
paflport from Lewis, together with, a letter for Mary, at the bottom of which the king 
wrote thefe words with his own hand — " I befeech you to give credit to all that's writ- 
u ten above ; to confider it as expreflive of my will, and to believe that you cannot 
*' do me a greater plealure than by conforming to it." The bifhop had no fooner re- 
ceived the neceflary inftrucYions than he haflened to Augouleme, where he experienced 
a moft gracious reception from Mary, who confidered him as the moll faithful of her fer- 
vants; and his arguments operated fo powerfully on her mind that in a few days lie 
greatly weakened her confidence in the duke of Epernon and the archbifhop of Toiy- 
loufe. His influence alfo proved fufficient to procure the difmiflion of the Abbe Ru- 
cellai, and to vender the marquis of Themines and Mofny fufpecled by the queen-mo- 
ther, who had hitherto placed confiderable confidence in. them; fo that he remained the 
only perfon whofe opinion fhe consulted, and to whom fhe opened her mind on affairs 
of the greatest importance. By this means the bifhop preferved, at once, the favour 
of the court, and that of Mary, fo that he was fure to profit by tlie accommodation,, 
in whatfoever manner it mould be terminated. 

Thofe articles were eafily fettled which related to the liberty of Mary of Medicis >. 
the re-eflablifhmcnt of the duke of Epernon and the other nobles of the party ; the pay- 
ment of the debts contracted by the queen-mother, fince her evafion from Blois, and the 
fecurity of her revenue. But f there was one other article which occafioned great difficulty.- 
Ma/y was willing to refign her pretenfions to the government of Normandy, and t©' 
take in lieu of it that of Anjou, which, indeed, fuited her convenience better; fince it, 
would place her in the vicinity of thofe provinces, of which the dukes of Rohan, Epernon,. 
Mayenne, and Vendome were governors. It was not probable that thole noblemen' 
would long fubmit with patience to the exceflive influence and authority enjoyed by 
Luines and his brother ; and Mary relied on their afliftance in cafe fhe fhould be driven: 
to extremities by the infolence of the favourite. But as fhe wifhed.to fecure a fafe 
palTage over the Loire j fhe required that the town and caftlc of Amboife, or the town. 
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and caftle of Nantes, fhould be ceded to her; and the king would only confent to put 
her in pofTeffion of Pont de Ce. At length all difficulties were removed, and it was 
agreed that the king fhould cede to his mother, befides the government of Anjou, the 
town and caftle of Angers, Pont de Ce', and the town and caftle of Chinon inTouraine. 
He engaged to pay four hundred men to guard thefe fortrefles, brfides a company of 
gend'armes, another of Iight-horfe, and the queenrmother's ufual guards. 

The article which concerned the duke of Epernon alfo gave rife to great difficulties. 
The king wifhed to have it mentioned in his declaration, that he pardoned that nobleman, 
and reftored him to the pofleffion of every thing he enjoyed before the queen's evafion 
from Blois. But the duke pofitively refufed to admit the infertion of the word pardon ; 
far from confidering himfelf in the light of a criminal fuing for mercy, he infilled that 
the king fhould formally declare that in ferving the queen-mother he had ferved his 
majefty. It thus became necefTary to concert with the duke the expreffions that fliould be 
employed; and the following were, after much altercation, agreed on : " The kingpro- 
" mifes to treat in the fame manner as his other fubjects, the duke of Epernon, his 
M children, and all thofe who have ferved the queen mother." And, in the declaration 
which was regiftered in the parliament, the king faid, that " being well informed that 
" thofe who had ferved the queen his mother, had acted from the conviction that he 
** would approve of their conduct: ; his majefty would not have fuch a conduct imputed 
" to them as a crime, or become a fubject of accufation again ft them 9 V 

The king went as far as Tours, in the hope of having an interview with his mother, 
but the bifhop of Lucon, perceiving no probability of obtaining his wifh of being re- 
ftored to his feat in the council, perfuaded that prineefs not to venture any farther than 
Angers. Lewis, foon after this difappointmenf, fent a letter to Mary, by the duke of. 
Montbazon, expreflive of his earneft defire to maintain a good underftanding with her 
in future, and requefting fhe would lay afide all fufpicion and miftruft; but ftill fhe re- 
mained inflexible, which gave the court reafon to afcribe her conduct to the artifices ot' ' 
the bifhop of Lucon* who, they imagined, wifhed to render himfelf the longer nccef- 
fary to the king, by retarding his entire accommodation with the queen-mother. 

The mintfters were confirmed in this belief by the duke of Montbazon, who, on his 
return from Angouleme, gave the king to underftand that the difficulties which Mary 
of Medicis fuggefted as fufficient to juftify her refufal to comply with the wifhes of his 
majefty, were, in thcmfelves, of little importance. She infifted, for inftance, on the re- 
eftablifhment of two captains of the guards who had followed her from Blois, and on the- 
infertion of their names in the declaration pubUfhed by the king. Although Lewis. 
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h; d made a promifeto this effect, in general terms, he did not think it expedient to con- 
fide the care of his perfon to men who had juft carried arms againft him. The queen 
alfo made a difficulty ofgiving her fon the meeting, under pretence that, inftead of invit- 
ing her in an obliging manner, he afTumed the tone of command : and fhe talked of not 
going to court until fhe had taken poffeflion of Angers. The miftruft and artifice dif- 
played in thefe frivolous objedtions were attributed to the bifhop of Lucon. The firm- 
nefs of Mary, however, prevailed, and the two captains were reinftated, although they 
had, without permiflion, followed the duke of Epernon to Metz, with the greater part 
of their men. It was fome time before the king would confent to this ; but he, at 
length, fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded by Luines, who wifhed to convince the queen- 
mother, that he was reedy to ferve her to the utmoft of his power, and thereby to fecure 
her fupport againft the prince of Conde, who had reafon to complain of being fo long 
detained in confinement. 

At length the queen-mother left Angouleme, on the twenty-ninth of Auguft, with a 
retinue of five hundred perfons, and repaired to Coufieres, a feat of the duke of Mont- 
bazon's, in the vicinity of Tours, where fhe had an interview with the king. Both 
mother and fon exhibited the ftrongeft marks of affection at this meeting, and all paft 
differences appeared to be configned to eternal oblivion. Lewis granted Mary all her de- 
mands, and received the archbifhop of Touloufe, who had accompanied her on her jour- 
ney, with kindnefs and attention. The whole court then repaired to Tours, where 
they ftaid till the end of September, when the king returned to Paris, and the queen- 
mother repaired to Angers. 

Picvious to Mary's departure, Luines, on whom the king had recently conferred the 
title of duke, had a private conference with her, in the hope of difcovering her fenti- 
ments with regard to the releafe of the prince of Conde. But as fhe refufed to enter 
into any explanation on the fubject, and as the duke could not detain Conde any longer 
» in prifon without exciting a general murmur throughout the kingdom, he thought it 
would be politic to gain the fricndlhip of the prince, by promoting his liberation. He 
was the more eafily perfuaded to adopt this resolution, as it was reported that the Pro- 
teflants were about to prefent a remonftrance to the king, on the fubject of the prince's 
captivity ; betides, he now thought the authority of Conde would be neceflary to coun- 
terbalance that of the queen mother, on whofe profeflions of t'riendfhip he placed but 
little reliance. He, therefore, went to Vincennes, about the middle of October, and 
delivered to the prince a letter from the king, informing him that he was at liberty : at the 
fame time Luines made Conde an offer of his fervices, and afktd tor his protection in re- 
turn, which the prince readily promifed. The latter was reinftated in his government of 
Berri) and had all his places and penfions reftored to him: he was even admitted into the 
privy- council, at the inftigation of Luines, whofeemed to pay him the greatell deference 
and rtfffpfi. Both the prince and the duke were of opinion that Mary of Medicis 
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fhould be drawn to court as foon as poffible, that fne might be prevented from forming a 
frefh party in the ftate. But the more that princefs was preffed to return, the more pre- 
texts did flie find for remaining where fhe was. 

A. D. 1620.] That difcord which had interrupted the tranquillity of France, was 
diffufed more widely, and was productive of more fatal confequences in the feveral 
principalities of the German empire. The oppofition to the houfe of Auftria was in- 
flamed by religious enthufiafm ; the ftates of Bohemia having taken arms againft the 
emperor Mathias, continued their revolt ag3m.t his fucceffor, Ferdinand the Second, and 
claimed the obtervance of all the edicts enacted in favour of the new religion, together 
with the reftoration of their ancient laws and conftitution. The furrounding princi- 
palities, Silefia, Moravia, Lufatia, Auftria, and the kingdom of Hungary, took part 
in the quarrel; and each, in its turn, experienced all the horrors and calamities of 
civil war. 

Ferdinand, bold and haughty, difdained to conciliate,' by lenient meafures, thofe dif- 
affected fpirits he afpired to chaftife by arms. With the afliftance of his own fubjects, 
who profeffed the ancient religion, and the alliance of the neighbouring Catholic princes, 
he beheld his armies fvvelled by the acceffion of the Proteftant elector of Saxony, the 
fwift cavalry of Poland, and the veteran infantry of Spain. To refill: fo formidable a 
confederacy, the ftates of Bohemia determined alfo to implore the protection of foreign 
powers, and they caft their eyes on Frederic, elector palatine, who, as fon-in-law to the 
king of England, and nephew to prince Maurice, whofe authority was become almoft 
abfolute in the United Provinces, might, from his own ample dominions, and the great- 
nefs of his connections, be able to defend the Proteftant caufe, and the liberties of Bo- 
hemia againft the hoftile attempts of the houfe of Auftria. 

The elector palatine, ftimulated by the fire and ambition of youth, accepted the crown 
which the ftates, in the hour of diftrefs, had been induced to offer him, and marched into 
Bohemia to the fupport of his new fubjects. But his rafh refolution was difapproved by 
James and Maurice ; and the former reftraining the ardour of his people, and impreffed 
with an exalted idea of the rights of kings, refufed to countenance the revolted fubjects 
of the houfe of Auftria 93 . The elector, defeated in the great and decifive battle of 
Prague, fled with his family into Holland ; and Spinola entering the palatinate, notwith- 
ftanding the efforts of the Proteftant princes of Germany, and a regiment of two thou- 
fand four hundred Englifh, commanded by the brave Sir Horace Vere 94 , in a fhort time 
made himfelf mafter of the greateft part of that principality. 



93 Hume's Hiftory of England, vol. vi. p. 103. 
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Luxury had made fuch a rapid progrefc in France, that mod of the nobility were 
overwhelmed with debts ; the king, therefore, in order to remedy this evil, renewed 
the fumptuary laws ena&ed by his predeceflbrs, and forbade the ufe of embroidered 
cloaths, and all fuperfluous embelliihments of drefs. The ordonnance palled for this 
purpofe was dated the eighth of February, and regiftered in the parliament the fixteenth 
of March". 

As the king's coffers were as empty as the purfes of the nobility, it became necef- 
fary to adopt fome means of re-filling them. Several pecuniary edicts, therefore, were 
framed for this purpofe, and among others one by which all attomies were compelled to 
purchafe their places. Such a regulation could not fail to produce a confiderable reve- 
nue ; but the miniftry were afraid that great obftacles to its verification would be railed 
by the parliament. The event juftified their apprehenfions. The magiftrates, conceiv- 
ing the edidi to be partial and oppreftive, pofitively refufed to regifter it, notwithstanding 
the mod peremptory orders from the king. Enraged at their refiftance, Lewis went to 
the parliament in perfon, on the eighteenth of February, attended by his brother, the 
duke of Anjou, the prince of Conde, and the count of SouTons, in order to enforce, 
by his prefence, that obedience which his mandates had failed to fecure 96 . 

The magiftrates, on this occafion, difplayed that firm courage and unfhaken integrity 
which fo well became their ftations. Du Vair, keeper of the feals, was the only perfon 
who deviated from that line of conduit which duty prefcribed ; thereby forfeiting his repu- 
tation for probity, to which he was indebted for the elevated poft which he now enjoyed. 
In order to acquire a better title to a bifhoprick which he held without performing any 
ccclefiaflical function, Du Vair afpired to obtain a cardinal's hat; for which purpofe he 
had devoted himfelf wholly to the duke of Luines. Farther to ingratiate himfelf witli 
the favourite, he expatiated, with great energy, in the parliament, on the abfolute power 
of kings, and cenfured, with great freedom, the refiftance of the magiftrates. 

" You may prefent one or two remonfi ranees, if you pleafc,"— faid Du Vair to the 
magnates— " hut if the king does not chufe to attend to them, it is your duty to pay 
" him implicit obedience. The parliaments are eftablifhed for the purpofe of rendering 
" the feverc-ign authority of the king more fupportable to the people, and not for the 
" purpole 0: rehfiing his power. Whoever afTerts the contrary, proclaims himfelf a 
" fool or a rebel As our kings, by a prudent condefcenfion, have fubmitted their or- 
•" ilonanccs and their edifts to the examination of the parliament, they may deprive it 
'« of that puvilege whenever .they deem it expedient. Your obftinate refufal to regifter 

'95 Contin. de Mezerai, torn. i. p. l8o . *S Gramoml, H,ftona GallLx, lib. v.-Pieces Cuiieufes.durant le, 
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<{ the edict which his majeTty has fent you, fets a pernicious example. Is it your wifli 
" to teach the people that the king's will may be refilled, and that the edicts derive all 
" their authority from the confent of the parliament?" Du Vair finifhed his Speech 
hy threatening with the effects of the king's indignation, all who fiiould perfift in their 
refufal to obey his orders. 

Thefe threats, however, proved inefficient to reftrain the honcft indignation of Ver- 
dun, firft prefident of the parliament of Paris, who convinced the world, on this occa- 
sion, that the generous fentiments of the ancient Gallic freedom were not yet extincl 
in the hearts of the principal magiftrates. He frankly declared that the compliance of the 
parliament was the effect of violence. " Sire," — faid he, with becoming firmnefs and 
gravity — " it is with extreme regret we fee you difpofed, from the neceffitous ftate of 
" your affairs, to deprive your parliament of its ancient right to take cognizance of the 
*' wants of the ftate, and to deliberate on the edicts fubmitted to its examination. As 
" your refufal to fubmit to this law, inviolably obferved by your predeceffors, at every 
" period of the monarchy, is a prefagc of the decline and diminution of your royal au- 
" thority, we fhall, in future, redouble our vows for the profperity of your reign. We 
" Shall pray to God, fire, to render you fenfibleof the prejudice done to the majefty of the 
" Sovereign by the authors of thefe violent councils. And fince it is not in our power 
M to prevent their pernicious confequences, we Shall infert in our regifters, in difchargc 
" of our duty to God and our king, the names and quality of thofe perfons who have 
" advifed you to difregard our juft remonftrances." 

This fpirited harangue was ably fupported by the advocate-general, Servin, who, after 
eftablifhing the inconteftible right of the parliament to examine the king's edicts, and to 
oppofe, with becoming refpect, fuch as to them appeared contrary to the public welfare, 
thus addreffed his youthful fovereign : — " Thofe who have advifed your majefty to regif- 
" ter this edict, notwithstanding the remonitiances of your parliament, have only fhewn 
** you, Sire, the greatnefs of your power ; a point on which we agree with them. But 
M they ought, at the fame time, to have pointed out what juftice and clemency require 
'* of you. It is a Strange thing that thefe men fhould have negledted to reprefent to 
*' you the mifery of the people, in whole behalf we prcfent our remonftrances ! What 
" pretence is there for augmenting the fubfidics and impofts at a time when they ought 
*'* to be diminifhed ? Does your majefty wifli to oblige your fubjeits to quit their pro- 
" perty and their country, in order to repair to foreign kingdoms, where they may meet 
** with more tranquillity and indulgence ?" Luines, who had accompanied the king to 
the parliament, had the farther mortification to hear the advocate-general obierve, that 
the perfons who advifed the king to impofe thefe extraordinary taxes were anxious to 
profit by them. 
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The duke of Luincs enraged with the parliament for fpeaking with fuch freedom,, 
and ftill morefor their refleftions uponhimfelf, perfuaded the king to fend for the leading- 
members the next day, and give them a fevere reprimand. When the inagiftrates came 
into the royal prefence, the keeper of the feals, who had previoufly received his inftruc- 
tions from the favourite, faid— " The annals of hiftory afford not a finglc inltance of 
" magifhates having fpoken to their fovereign with fuch boldnefs and temerity as you 
" difplayed in your fpeeches of yefterday. The patience with which his majcity bore it 
*« ought to convince you that he has more clemency and goodnefs than any of his prede- 
" ceffors. But let me remind you that the ancient magiftrates never forgot themielves 
** fo far as you have done. The parliament has no other authority than what the king 
** pleafes to give it. If you once fcparate your interefls from thofe of the king, your 
** weaknefs will beexpofed, and you will become objedts of contempt." The firft prefi- 
dent was about to reply to this fpeech fo replete with falfe maxims, fulfome adulation, and 
grofs infolence, but he was interrupted by the keeper of the feals, and the magiftrates 
were all compelled to retire. 

The power and influence of the duke of Lu'mes feemed daily to acquire frefli force ; 
but the' unlimited favour he enjoyed encreafed the murmurs of difcontent among the 
great. The queen-mother, too, offended at a declaration made to the king, in favour 
of the prince of Conde, which feemed to call a cenfure on thole who had been inftru- 
mental to his imprifonment, and at the creation of live-and- fifty knights of the Holy 
Ghoft, without her participation or knowledge, ftill per filled in her refufal to repair to 
court. The dukes of Nemours and Venddme left Paris in the month of June, and batten- 
ed to Angers to join the party of the queen-mother. The favourite was apprized of the 
intention of the countefs of Soiffons to follow them, with her fon, Lewis of Bourbon, and 
the count of Saint Aignan ; but, confident of his power, he negleaedthe intelligence, and 
gave them ample time to fecure their retreat. The dukes of Nevers, Rohan, and Retz 
likewife offered their fervices to Mary: the duke of Epernon once more declared in her 
favour ; and the queen-mother, affuming the tone of independence, and Simulated by ths 
artful and interefted fuggeftions of Richelieu, proclaimed her refolution never to confent 
ft) any future treaty, unlefs guaranteed by the parliament of France, or fomc foreign 
power. 

By the retreat of the principal nobility, the prince of Condc remained, almofl alone r 
at court, where there was no one but Luines to counter-balance his authority. The 
king paid no attention to bufinefs ; he had neither fufficient refolution to adopt any de- 
cinve meafuie, nor fufficient rirmnefs to make himfclf refpeaed. He wanted a minifter 
poffeffed of thofe qualities in which he himfelf was defeaive. All the nobility wha 
were acquainted "with his weaknefs, nfpired to the poft ; and it was this univcrfal fpirit 
of emulation which occafioned thofe divifions that continued to prevail in the kingdom, 
till fuch time as a minifter appeared, who, by his abfolute afcendancy over the mind of 
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his mailer, found himfelf in a fituation to deftroy all tliofe who laid claim to a participa- 
tion of the fupreme authority. 

The queen-mother's party, at this period, appeared to be the ltrongeft. All the mari- 
time provinces, from Dieppe to the Garonne, were in the hands of the maleconteuts, who 
had at their difpofal many places of confequence in the kingdom, and a great number 
of officers of approved courage and experience. Thedukeof Longueville was mafler of 
Normandy: Dreux, La Ferte-Bernard, Perche, and a great part of Maineacknowledged 
the authority of the count of Soiflbns : the marefchal Bois-Dauphin held Crntteau- 
Gontier, and Sable, with all the country near the banks of the rivers Sarte and 
Mayenne. The duke of Vendome commanded the courfe of the Loire to a con- 
fiderable diftance, and Angers, and Pont de Ce, both fituated on that river, were 
holden by the queen-mother. The dukes of Tremouille and Retz were in pof- 
fefllon of Poitou and Brittany : the duke of Rohan was governor of Saint Jean D'An- 
geli : the duke of Epernon commanded in Augoumois and Saintonge : and the duke of 
Mayenne in Bourdeaux and the province of Guienne. Many other noblemen, of the 
firft diftinclion in the kingdom, who founded the moft fanguine hopes of preferment on 
the weaknefs of their fovereign, held various ftrong fortrefles, and were difpofed to pro- 
fit bv the pre fen t difientions. But the very circumftance which feemed to conftitute 
the principal fupport of the party, proved the caufe of its ruin. So many perfons were 
engaged in it, that it was found impoflibleto reconcile fuch a contrariety of interefts 97 . 

Nor was the caufe which Mary efpoufed uninjured by the confidence fhe repofed in 
the bifhop of Lu^n : that prelate, intent on the accomplishment of his own ambitious 
projects, paid but little attention to the real interefts of his miftrefs. He had ftrenuoufly 
oppofed her return to court : he now prevented her from liftening to any farther terms 
of accommodation ; and by his infidious perfuafions fhe was induced to reject the falu- 
tary council of the duke of Epernon, who ftrenuoufly advifed an immediate junction of 
her troops with thofe of the duke of Mayenne, which, forming an army of fivc- 
and-thlrty thoufand men, might afford effectual protection to the queen-mother at 
Angers, and extort from the favourite fome reafonable terms for the malecontents. 
Richelieu appears to have adopted the plan of promoting his own elevation by betraying 
his patronefs, and by reducing to the difcretion of the king, or, rather, of tbe minifter, all 
the nobility who had declared in her favour. Actuated by this motive, he dreaded the 
fagacity and penetration of the dukes of Mayenne and Epernon ; and refolved, if poiTi- 
ble, to keep them at a diftance from Mary : fovereign arbiters of the refolutions of her 
council, they would inevitably have fruftrated the infidious machinations of this inte- 
refted prelate. The queen-mother had engaged not to negociate with the king without 
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the confent of thefe noblemen; whereas tlic ohjccl of Richelieu was to compel her to 
conclude a peace as foon as the favourite fhould promife to rellore licr a part of her aa- 
thority at court, and to procure for him a cardinal's hat. Despairing to effect the 
downfall of Luines, he aimed at the acquilition of liifi friendship; flattering himfelf 
that, ns foon as lie fhould have attained to the dignity of cardinal, the queen-mother, 
intent on introducing her own dependents into the council, would a/lift him in fup- 
planting the cardinal of Retz ; and that the favourite, whole fagacity was not very pro- 
found, would confent to his elevation, on condition that lie would unite his interefls 
with thole of Luines. Richelieu might have gained fome of his ends, hy fupporting 
the meafures concerted for effecting the humiliation of the duke of Luines: but his 
defigns were fo extenfive, that he was fearful or rendering himfelf odious to the young 
monarch ; and he thought to pleafe Lewis by (paring his favourite. An intrigue thus in- 
tricate, hy which fo many perfons were to be deceived, required the exertion of fuperior 
talents, and thofe talents of a peculiar caft: fuch Richelieu pofleiTcd ; but though he dif- 
played uncommon addrefs in the management ot this bufinefs, the jealoufy of Luines 
prevented him from reaping all the promifed advantages- 

Luines, ever indccifive in his refolutions, and timid in his conduct, would have fuffered 
the fair opportunity of humiliating his enemies, which now p relented itfelf to his ac- 
ceptance, toefcape, but for the judicious remonftrances of the prince of Conde, who re- 
prefented, in the council, the neceflity of diligence and activity in crufhing a faction at 
its birth. He was of opinion that his majefty fhould enter Normandy before the duke 
of Longueville had time to fortify himfelf: that after fecuring a province fo truly ira- 
portanr, as welt from its wealth and extent, as from its vicinity to the capital, he fliould 
immediately advance againft the queen-mother: that, by feizing the only pafs that 
piinctfs pofleffed on the Loire, the king would reduce her to the neceflity of throwing 
hcrlelf upon his mercy. The prince adopted a Angular mode of enforcing his advice : 
"'It is with infinite regret" — fa'ul Conde — M that 1 find inyfelf obliged to recall to your 
" majefty's recollection a circumftance which I couid wifli for ever to efface from your 
" mind. Seduced by evil advice, 1 withdrew from court with fome others of the nobi- 
* lity, with the intention of taking up arms; and we muff inevitably have been loft 
" without refource, if your majefty had advanced towards the province of Champagne, 
" unattended by any other troops than thofe of your houfliold, as M. Villeroi and other 
44 members of the council piopofed. The queen-mother, I confefs, is more powerful 
44 than we were at that time ; but flie has not concerted her meafures with greater pru- 
44 dence. Thofe who have declared againll you are far from being united among 
44 themfelves ; and one bold ffroke, on your part, may effectually difconcert their plans 9 *." 

»< Memoires da Due de Rohan, liv. i.— Vie du Due D'Ejieinon, liv. viii. — Memorie recondite di Vittorio Siri, 
torn. v. page 127.. - 
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Thefe arguments proving convincive to the favourite, he perfuaded the king to follow the 
prince's advice. 

Orders were immediately difpatched to the duke of Chevreufe, and the marefchal de 
Themines, to oppofe the duke of Epernon in the Limoufin, and the duke of Mayenne 
in Guienne. The count of Rochefoucaut, governor of Poitiers, was appointed to 
make head againft the duke of Rohan in Pcitou. The marquis of Courtenvaux wasfent 
into Lorraine to watch the motions of the queen-mother: the duke of Nevers and the 
marefchal de Vitri were ordered to ai£t againft the marquis de la Valeite, who com- 
manded in Metz, during the abfence of his father, the duke of Epernon ; and to 
prevent the entrance of the troops, raifed for the fervice of Mary, into Champagne. The 
duke of Guile was fent into Provence, with orders to cooperate with the marefchal de 
Lefdiguieres, in cafe the duke of Montmorenci fhould declare, in Languedoc,. in fa- 
vour of the queen-mother. Laftly, Baflbmpierre, colonel-general of the Swifs, had 
inftructions to collect the troops that were difperfed in the different towns of Cham- 
pagne, and to join, with the utmoft expedition, the main army which the prince of Conde 
was deflined to command, under the king, in the capacity of lieutenant-general. 

The king having taken thefe precautions, fent for all the magistrates of Paris ; and, 
after declaring his intention of marching into Normandy, ftrongly recommended to 
them the prefervation of the metropolis, in which he meant to leave the queen, the 
chancellor, and a part of the council ; while the keeper of the feals, and a felect num- 
ber of ftate-counfellors, and mafters of requefts, were deftined to accompany him. Ver- 
dun, firft prefident of the parliament, and Servin, advocate-general, perfuaded that the 
chief object of the war was the defence of a. worthlefs favourite, after thanking his 
majefty for the confidence he placed in his parliament; and making frefh protefta- 
tions of fidelity, laid — " We have_only to intreat you/ fire, to take fuch meafures 
m as are moft conducive to the tranquillity of the ft ate, and the welfare of your fub- 

jects ; to avert, as far as poflible, the difafters of civil war, and to confider that the 
•* queen, your mother, a prince of your blood, and feveral officers of your crown, are 
11 involved in this calamitous bufinefs." 

Lewis left Paris, on the feventh of July, accompanied by Gafton, duke of Anjou, 
the prince of Conde, and many of the noblility ; and followed by an army, confifting of 
eight thoufand foot, and eight hundred horfe". He was received at Rouen, amidft the 
acclamations of the people ; and the day after his arrival in the capital of Normandy, he 
went to the parliament, where the keeper of the feals harangued, the magiftrates ; ex- 
plaining every tranfadYion which had occurred fince Mary's retreat to Angouleme ; ex- 
patiating on the king's kindnefs to his mother, and on the tender affe&ion which he 

99 Hiltoire de Louis XIII, par Bernard, liv. 3.— Memorie recondite, p. 128, 149, 
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ftill bore her. Du Vair then obferved, that as the duke of Longueville had failed t<9 
comply with his majefty's orders to meet him, on his entrance into Normandy, he had. 
deprived him of his government till fuch time as he fhould appear in his prefence and 
juftify his conduct. Several other officers, who had followed the fortunes of the duke„ 
and retired with him to Dieppe, were difmiffed at the fame time. 

Dieppe was fo ftrongly fortified that the king did not even think of attacking it, but 
led his troops to Caen, the inhabitants of which city were greatly haraffed by the at- 
tacks of an officer named Prudent, on whom the grand-prior of France had bellowed 
the government of the citadel. The marquis de Prafl in was difpatched with the van- 
guard of the army, to fummons the citadel to furrender ; but Prudent, unfeduced by 
promifes, and unawed by threats, made a long and obftinate refiftance, nor, till the king 
had fummoned him for the third time, could he be prevailed on to give up a place which 
had been confided to his honour. 1 ' 

As the king was on his march to Caen, a letter was brought him from his mother, 
which he refufed to open, faying he knew the contents, as well as by whom and for 
what purpofe it was compofed. This letter was drawn up in the ftile of a manifefto: 
" The real caufe of the civil war" — faid Mary — " is the arrogance and temerity of 
" the duke of Luines, which have become infupportable to every body. He diftributes, 
" at his pleafure, the firft offices of the ftate ; he promotes the elevation of the vileft depen- 
41 dents ; in fhort, he has the abfolute difpofal of every thing. Not content with treat- 
" ing with contempt the firft nobles of the realm, he has had the audacity to culumni- 
" ate me in the declaration he extorted from you jn favour of the prince of Conde. 
" I am not difpleafed with you for having releafed from confinement the firft prince of 
" your blood, nor does the circumftance of his being indebted for his liberty to the 
" duke of Luines afford me the leaft mortification. The duke wifhes to excite the in- 
" dignation of the prince of Conde againft mc; and that indignation might appear juft, 
w had the charge which gave rife to it any foundation in truth: but you know,, and the 
" duke of Luines is well apprized of the fact, that all the members of your council 
*« jycre of opinion it was neceflary to arreft the prince of Conde. Why, then, Ihould 
11 I be made refponfible for a tranfaclion, which took place by the unanimous confent 
" of all your minifters of ffate ? 

" I was no wife concerned" — purfued Mary — " in the flight of the princes and 110- 
" blcmen who have withdrawn themfelves from court. Their views and mine are, 
" probably, very different. In one thing, however, we agree : in our complaintsofthe con- 
" duel of the duke of Luines. Since he wifhes toopprefs me, as well as the reft, I am ob- 
" liged to join them for our common defence. Far from fulfilling the promife you made 
" mc-of prefcribing limits to the fortune of Luines, you fuffer him to affume an au- 
" tiiority equal to your own. It is not jull that a new comer fliould undertake to hum- 

« ble 



1 



Jt52C5.] LEWIS THE THIRTEENTH. I 75 

* ble the firft perfons in the ftate, in order to raife himfelf over their heads. I entertain 
«' for you thofe fentimcnts of affection and refpect which it is my duty to entertain for 
** uiy fon and my fovereign. The grand object of my wiflies and my p ravers is^ the 
*' profperity of your reign and the welfare of your fubjects. One thing alone drives 
** me to defpair. My juft defires will never be accomplilhed fo long as vou fhall con- 
" tinue to refign all your authority to another. I have many things to fay to you on 
** that fubject ; but it is impoiTible to enter into an explanation, until the duke of Luines 
" is removed trom about your perfon I0 °." Mary of Medicis alfo wrote letters to the 
different parliaments, but they were all lent by the magifttates to the king. 

The reduction of the citadel of Caen proved highly detrimental to the affairs of the 
queen-mother. The whole province of Normandy fubmitted to the king, with the 
fingle exception of Dieppe, whither the duke of Longueville had retired; and even that 
nobleman himfelf wrote a refpeclful and fubmhTive lette,r to Lewis, promifing not to un- 
dertake any thing prejudicial to his ferviee. It now became a matter of difpute in the 
council, whether Lewis fhould returnj to the capital, or endeavour to improve his fuc- 
cefs. The prince of Conde maintained the latter opinion ; he infifted that the king 
fhould immediately march towards Alencon, take the places belonging to the count of 
Soiffons in the province of Maine, and then proceed to the reduction of Pont de Ce, 
which would enable him to cut off all communication between the queen- mother and 
the dukes of Rohan, Epernon and Mayenne. 

The cardinal de Retz, having obferved that decency required the king mould at leafr. 
refrain from attacking Alencon, which belonged to his mother, the prince of Conde re- 
plied, that the cardinal, in his affected delicacy towards Mary, was actuated by a con- 
cern for the interefts of his kinfman, the duke of Retz, who had declared in her 
favour. " You are afraid" — faid the prince, in prefence of the king — " that if the queen- 
" mother's party be once ruined, your nephew will fhare the fate of the other malecon- 
tents." " Sir," — retorted the cardinal — " 1 am the king's fervant ; nor do I deny that 1 am 
" alfo the fervant of the queen mother. But, at the lame time, I know the difference 
" between the'fealty I owe the former and the refpect which 1 am obliged to preferve 
" for the latter. And I fhall never fubject myfelf to the reproach of having joined any 
** party hoftile to the king, nor of having been too indulgent to thofe who have taken up 

" arms againft him, whatever confanguinity may fubfift between them and me;" 

The pride and imperious manner of the prince of Conde proved highly prejudicial to his 
defigns. The cardinal de Retz and the other confidents of the duke of Luines per- 
fuaded that minifter that it was his interefl to prevent the too great humiliation of the 
queen-mother, on whole ruin the prince of Conde, they averred, had founded his hopes 



Gramond : HiAor. Galli*. Jib. 5, 



-1 - 



Ij6 i HISTORY OF FRANCE. [1626. 

of attaining to the pofle/fion of abfolute power; and they advifed him to court the fa- 
vour of the bifhop of Lucon, who would not fail to procure for him the friendihip of 
Mary. 

The favourite feemed to rclifli this advice, and to make no objection to entering into 
a fecret negociation witli Richelieu, and to give that prelate frefh aflurances of obtain- 
ing for him a cardinal's hat. Alike timid in certain parts of their conduct, and alike 
ardent in the purfuit of perfonal aggrandizement, a fpirit of rivalfhip had engendered a 
fjiirit of hatred between them ; yet were they led by their patfions to court an union 
with each other: the duke being anxious to make a friend of the queen-mother, and 
the bifhop, to attain to the dignity of cardinal 1 . The latter was apprehenfive that as 
foon as Mary fhould find hcrfelf incapable of refilling the arms of her fon, fhe would 
throw herfelf upon the protection of the dukes of Mayenne and Epernon ; and, in cafe 
a peace fhould enfue, that he fhould lofe the reward of his fervices. The former was loth 
to (lake his authority on the uncertain events of a war; convinced, that any check the 
king might receive would be folely imputed to him, while the prince of Conde would 
not fail to claim all the honour that would refult from a fuccefsful termination of the 
conteft. The only confideration which retrained the favourite from making an immedi- 
ate application to Richelieu, was the dread that that prelate, after he had obtained the 
rank of cardinal, would afpire to the pod of prime minifier. But this apprehenfion 
was foon removed by his friends, who reprefented the importance of gaining time by an 
accommodation with Richelieu ; and the facility of retarding his promotion, by fecret 
intrigues at the court of Rome. The negociation, therefore, was immediately opened ; 
the favourite engaged to procure the cardinal's hat ; and the bifhop promifed to deliver 
up his miftrefs on the king's arrival at Pont de Ce. 

Meanwhile Lewis, having received a ftrong re-inforcement of troops under the com- 
mand of the marefchal de Baflbmpierre, who had taken the town of Dreux on his 
march to join the king 1 , publilhed a declaration, in which the conduct of the queen- 
mgther was afcribed to the evil advice of the malecontents ; and in which the count and 
countefs of Soiflbns ; the duke of Vendome and his brother, the grand-prior of France; 
the dukes of Mayenne, Nemours, Longueville, Rohan, Tremouillc, Epernon, Retz, 
and Roannez; the marefchal de Bois-Dauphin ; the count of Cantlale ; the marquis de 
la Valctte; the archbilhop of Touloufe; and all other perfons engaged in the party of 
Mary ofMedicis, were. declared rebels and traitors, unlefs they fliould lav down their 
arms before tlie expiration of a month, and defill "from all leagues and aflbciations as 
well within as without the kingdom. This declaration was regiftered with great folemnity 
in the parliament, on the fixth of Auguft. 

' Lumieres pour l'Hiftoire de France. J Hiftoire de Lonis XIII, par Bernard—Journal de Baflbmpierre. 
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Mary, greatly aftonifhcd at the perfeverance of her fon in his refolution of attacking 
her, fubmitted to the difcuffion of her council, whether it would be beft for her to wait 
his approach with the force fhe had ftill left, confifting of eight thoufand foot and fifteen 
hundred horfe, and which fhe daily expected to be ftrengthened by the junction of a 
body of troops under the count of Soiffons, and the duke of Rohan ; or, leaving a ftrong 
garrifon in Angers and Pont de Ce, to join the dukes of Epernon and Mayenne, who 
could mufter an army of thirty thoufand men. The great fuperiority of the king's forces 
was fufficient to fhew the neceffity of deciding in favour ot this latter meafure ; but 
Richelieu, intent on the accomplifhment of his own defigns, artfully difluaded the 
queen-mother from palling the Loire. " So long as you remain here, madam," — faid 
he — " you will be the arbiter of peace and of war ; but if you throw yourfelf into ths 
" arms of the dukes of Mayenne and Epernon, they will give law to you, and compel 
** you to fubmit to their own terms 3 ." Thefe inhnuations had the defired effect on 
the mind of Mary, who was naturally imperious and fond of independence : and the 
bifhop of Lucon was thenceforth entrufted with the abfolute management of her af- 
fairs. He had taken care that Pontde Ce fhouldbe wholly unprovided with ammunition ; 
and he had placed his own friends, relatives, and dependants, at the head of the troops. 
Meanwhile, the duke of Bellegarde, the archbifhop of Sens, and father Berulle were 
fent to inform the king that his mother was willing to open a negociation with him: 
one obftacle, however, occurred, which at firft appeared infurmountable. Lewis con- 
fented to grant favourable conditions to his mother, and to pardon the count and coun- 
tefs of Soiffons ; but he infifted that all the other malecontents fhould fubmit them- 
felves to his mercy : whereas Mary demanded that all who had embraced her party 
ftiould be included in the terms of the treaty. 

It now became an object of difcuffion in the council, whether the king fhould imme- 
diately befiege the city of Angers, or firft attempt the reduction of Pont de Ce ; but 
Lewis himfelf, apprized of the intrigues of his favourite with the bifhop of Lucon, 
put a flop to the debates, by declaring, that the refpecl: he had for his mother would not 
permit him to lay fiege to a town which fhe had chofen for her refidence. And while 
the duke of Bellegarde amufed Mary by propofing conditions of peace, Baffompierre and 
fome other officers of the king's army advanced within a league of PontdeCe. Meeting 
with no refiftance, they continued their march ; and having driven five thoufand of the 
queen's troops from the entrenchments, they followed them into the town ; which they 
fecured without farther difficulty. The duke of Retz, who had been entrufted with 
the defence of the place, firft retired into the citadel, but having furrendered that fortrefs 

3 Journal de BafTompierre — Memoires de Due de Rohan, liv. i— Hiftoire de Louis XIII, p»r BcAiard lir. 3.— 
Lumieres .pour 1'Hiftuire dc France— Memorie recondite torn. 5. 
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on the firft funimons, he mounted his horfe, and haftcned to join the queen- mother at 
Angers 4 . 

The duke ofBellegarde arrived, at this conjuncture, with the treaty of peace, which 
had been concluded and figncd the day before ; and as he complained of the conduct of 
BafTompierre in attacking the queen's troops, after the conclufion of the peace, he was 
told by the prince of Conde that he had no one to reproach but himfelf, fince it was his 
duty to have made more expedition. Thrown into the utmoft confirmation by the 
unexpected defeat of her forces, Mary immediately called a council of her friends, who 
advifed her to pafs the Loire, and effect a junction with the dukes of Mayenne and 
Epernon; but Richelieu immediately communicated her intentions to the duke of 
Luines, who fent detachments of cavalry to fecure all the pafles, and to intercept her on the 
road s . Finding her fchemes thus fruftrated, fhe no longer thought of refiftance, but re- 
folved to fubmit to the will of her fon. Lewis, meanwhile, had entered Pont de Ce 
where he expreflTed his aftonifhment at finding all the /hops open, and the whole town 
as quiet and tranquil as in the midft of peace : he was not aware that the people inte- 
refted themfelves but little in difputes which originated in his own weaknefs, and the ob- 
ject of which was to decide whether the kingdom mould be governed, in his name, by 
his favourite, or his mother. 

The king informed Mary of Medicis that fhe might command her own terms, with 
regard to what immediately concerned herfelf : but that it was his intention to make 
her partifans feel the weight of his authority. This however was but a mere threat : 
as the duke of Luines, fearful of encreafing the refentment of his numerous enemies, 
had difpofed him to grant a pardon to all the principal nobility. The Abbe Rucellai 
to whofe opinion he paid great deference, had perfuaded the favourite that if he wifhed 
to avoid the fate of Conchini, he fhould be ftudious to enlarge the circle of his friends. 
Lewis, therefore, granted a general amnefty to all who mould lay down their arms! 
ere the expiration of a week; but he refufed to reftore the malecontents to the places 
which he had taken from them during the war. The treaty of Angouleme was con- 
firmed, and the prifoners of war, at the particular requeft of Mary of Medicis, were 
releafed by the king. By a fecret article, Lewis engaged to apply to the pope for a car- 
dinal's hat for the bifhop of Lucon, after he mould have obtained that favour for the arch- 
bifhop of Touloufe, who had the firft promife.Thus was one of the moft powerful fattens 
ever formed in France cruflied by the intrigues of Richelieu and the duke of Luines- 
while Mary, fo far from fufpecting the integrity of her minifter, was the firft to fue 
for his promotion, and to procure him a feat in the council, a diftinction to which he had 

4 C.ntin. de Mezer.i, torn. 1. p. ,93. 5 journal de Baffompierre-Memoric recondite, Com. v.p „, Mtb 
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long afpired. Nay, fo profound was the di Aim illation of that prelate, that fhe was even 
led to believe that her aiFairs would piofper better, if her own miniftcrwas clofely 
•united to the favourite, whofe deftruction, but a fhort time before, fhe had eagerly 
fought. To promote this union a marriage was negociated between Combalet, nephew 
to the duke of Luines, and Vignerod Pontcourlai, niece to the bi/hop of Lucon ; and 
Mary of Medicis promifed to beftow a portion on the bride, of two hundred thoufand 
livres V 

The treaty of accommodation being finally concluded, the king repaired to the caftle 
of BrifTac, there to wait the arrival of his mother. The marefchal de Praflin was fent to 
meet her on the road; and Lewis himfelf, accompanied by his favourite, and the prince 
of Conde, advanced to receive her, at fome diftance from the caftle. The interview be- 
tween the mother and fon bore the ftrongeft marks of tendernefs and affection. Lewis 
told Mary, with a fmile, that now he had her in his power, he would take care fhe 
fhould not efcape him ; to which the queen replied, that it would have been no dif- 
ficult matter to retain her near his perfon, could fhe have hoped to experience the treat- 
ment which a mother had a right to expect from fo good a fon The prince of 
Conde experienced from Mary the moft favourable reception, in return for which he 
difplayed great prodigality in his profeffions of attachment and refpect. Richelieu was 
honoured with the fmiles of his fovereign, and paid his court, with obfequious folicitudc, 
to Lewis and his favourite. After this interview, the queen-mother went to Chinon, 
and the king to Poitiers, under a pretence of completing the reftoration of tranquillity 
in the province of Guienne. 

As foon as Mary had come to a determination to effect a reconciliation with her fon, 
fhe had apprized the dukes of Mayenne and Epernon of her intentions. The latter, on 
the receipt of this intelligence, immediately difbanded his troops, and expreffed his fa- 
tisfadtion with the conduit of Mary ; fo that when a courier arrived with orders from 
the king to difarm, it was found that the duke had anticipated his majefty's commands, 
and aflumed the tone of fubmiflion ; demanding no terms, but throwing himfelf entirely 
on the mercy and goodnefs of his fovereign. In fact he made a virtue of necelfity, 
and confoled himfelf, for the difappointment of his fcheme, with the reflection, that 
Mary of Medicis had, the preceding year, when defended by himfelf alone, acquired more 
honour and obtained better conditions, than when engaged in an enterprize, fupported 
by a prince of the blood, and a great number of the moft powerful nobles in the king- 
dom 8 . The duke of Mayenne, apprehenfive th'at the favourite would feek to irritate 
the mind of Lewis againft him, endeavoured to perfuade Epernon to form a frefh 

* Contin. de Mezerai, torn. i. p. 195. 7 Journal de BafTbmpierre— M«morie recondite, torn, vp, 140, 141. 
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league for their mutual defence ; but finding that nobleman aveife from the farther 
purfuit of hoftile meafures, he liftened to the fuggeftions of his friends, and accepted the 
terms that were proffered him. 

The reftoration of tranquillity in the province of Guiennc was only the pretext of the 
king's journey, the real object of which was the fubjugation of the Beamois, whom he 
meant to defpoil of their privileges. To this exertion of violence he was urged by ther 
fuggeftions of his favourite, Simulated by the artful and bigoted councils of the pope's- 
nuncio, and the minifter from Spain, who ftrenuoufly infilled with Luines on the wife 
policy of an immediate declaration of war againft the Proteftants. The arguments of 
the nuncio were ftrongly fupported by the cardinal de Retz ; Du Vair, keeper of the 
feals ; Du Perron, archbifliop of Sens ; the jefuit, Arnoux, confeflbr to the king : and 
Father Berulle : and Luines, vainly imagining that a war, in which he fhould ap- 
pear as the champion of the Catholic religion, would afford him a more favourable op- 
portunity for the gratification of his ambition, which led him to afpire to the attain- 
ment of the confta,ble's fword, lent a favourable ear to their interefled propofals 9 . 

In order, however, to deceive the Proteftants, whofe intentions were perfectly pacific, 
one of the fecretaries of fbte received orders to write to Du Pleffis-Momai, to inform 
him of the king's intention of giving complete fatisfa&ion to his fubjc£ts of that per- 
fuafion, by placing a Proteftant governor in the town of Leitoure ; and to aflure him, at 
the fame time, that the king's journey had no other objeft than to enforce the regiftra- 
tion of his cdi£t, for the rcftitution of ecelcfiaftical property in Beam, by the fovereign . 
council at Pau ,<J . Du Pleffis, in his anfwer to the fecretary of ftate, judicioufly ob- 
ferved, that the king had pledged his word, to the laft afTembly of the Hugonots at 
Loudun, firft to grant certain conditions to the reformed, and then to Men to the re- 
monftrance they had" drawn up on the fubjecT: of his ediiSt for the reftitution of eccle- 

fiaftical property in Beam. The conditions alluded to by Du Pleffis, were thefe to 

place a Proteftant governor in Leitoure ; to oblige the parliament of Paris to receive 
tjivo magiftrates of the fame perfuafion ; and to leave the reformed in pofTeffion of the 
cautionary towns which had been ceded to them by the late king : but in vain did lie 
expatiate on the neceffity of fulfilling his word thus folemnly pledged ; in vain did he 
rcprefent that the rcftitution of the ecclefiaftical property, without previoufly giving 
fatisfaftion to the general body of the reformed, might occafion a general- infurredtion 
of the Proteftants: his prudent remonftrances were rejected with difdain; while the 
violent councils of Luines and Du Vair, who preffed the king to avail himfelf of his 
vicinity to Beam, to enforce obedience to his orders, were liftened to with pleafure. 

» Mtmorie recondite, torn. v. p. 148. 10 Vie de Du Plcffis-Mornai, liv. 4-Lettres & Memoires de Do Pleffi*- 
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The Bearnois, who, as the duke of Rohan obferved, neither knew how to obey with 
a good grace, nor to defend themfelves with addrefs, fen't the marquis de la Force, and 
the firft prefident of the council of Pau, to Bourdeaux, to appeafe the indignation of 
Lewis, by reminding him of the promife he had given to theaflemblv at Loudun ". But 
the king ordered tliem to go back immediately to Pau, and to return, as foon as poffible, 
with the edict duly regiftered and verified. La Chenaie, one of the king's attendants, 
had orders to accompany them, and to write every day to his majefty, to inform him in 
what manner the Bearnois executed the will of the fovereign. Lewis, meanwhile, 
approached nearer to the frontiers of Beam, in order to convince the inhabitants of his 
determination to enforce obedience in perfon, in cafe of any farther refinance. 

After a fhort abfence the deputies returned, and with great humility entreated the 
king not to infill: on the reception' of an editSt, deftructive to the ancient privileges of 
their country. " Since you are determined" — replied Lewis — " to give me the trouble 
** of enforcing, in perfon, the verification of my edict, I will even go to Pau ; and I 
M promife you the edidT: mail be more amply verified than you imagine." It was fuppofed 
that the Bearnois perfifted in their refufal, from the conviction that the feafon was too far 
advanced for the king to continue his journey ; and that his majefty 's baggage having been 
conveyed to Blaie, he had no intention of going any farther. But they were unac- 
quainted with the djfpofition of Lewis, to whom the duke of Luines and Du Vair 
were perpetually reprefenting the neceflity of rendering himfelf an object of terror to- 
Ins fubjecls. 

Lewis, though his refolntion was already fixed, aflembled his council for form's fake, 
and apprized them of his intended expedition to Beam. The duke of Mayenne, in a 
long fpeech, endeavoured to difluade his majefty from purfuing his journey : he repre- 
lented, as objections highly worthy of confideration, the inclemency of the feafon ; the 
fcarcity of provifions in the dillricls through which the army muft pafs ; and the danger 
of exciting a revolt among the Proteftants, who profiting by the king's abfence, might 
make a greater progrefs in the heart of the kingdom than his majeily could make in 
Beam. Mayenne alfo infilled on the impracticability of pairing the Garonne in lefsthan 
a fortnight, in which cafe the feafon would be fo far advanced that the roads would be 
impaflable**. But all the other members of the council being of a different opinion, 
Lewis exclaimed — " I neither mind the weather nor the roads ; nor do I fear the Hugo- 
" nots. As for my army, I fhall find means to make it crofs the river in lefs time than a 
" fortnight. Baflompierre, there, contrived to bring me, in a very fhort time, the army 
M which enabled me to quell a powerful faction. To him will I entruft the care of 
** paflingthe troops over the Garonne; from the conviction that he will ferve me as well 

»' Memoiresdu Due de Rohan, liv. ii. — Journal de Baflompierre. " Journal de Baflbmpierre.- 
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" on this occafion as the former." Baffompierre was careful to juftify the good opi- 
nion which his fovereign entertained of his zeal and abilities ; and he tranfported the 
troops to the oppofite banks of the river in much lefs time than was expected. The 
marefchal had hopes that a fervice of this importance would be the means of encreafing 
the favour which the king had fliewn him fince the affair of Pont de Ce ; but the 
duke of Luines, jealous of his growing influence, exerted the afccndancy he enjoyed 
over the mind of his mafter, to fruftrate the well-founded expectations of Baffompierre. 

Lewis purfued his march towards Pau, which opened its gates at his approach. He 
then advanced to Navarreins, a ftrong fortrefs in Beam, where he difmiffed the Proteflant 
governor, and replaced him by Poyenne, a zealous Catholic. Returning to Pau, he took 
the great church from the Hugonots, re-eftablifhed the bifhops and abbots of Beam, 
reftored to them the right of fitting in the ftates of the country, which they enjoyed 
before the reformation, and enforced a reftitution of the ecclefiaftical property. Laftly, 
in confequence of the re-annexation of Beam and the Lower Navarre to the crown, 
Lewis created anew parliament, after the manner of the other parliaments of France 15 . 
" It was then" — obferves the duke of Rohan in his Memoirs — " that the court began to 
*' laugh at the obligation of keeping their word. They had pledged themfelves to main- 
«* tain the Bearnois in the poffcffion of their privileges ; but they defpoiled them of thofc 
«« privileges, by the annexation of their country to the crown ; and the governor of 
" Navarreins was changed, in violation of a folemn promife." 

Favas, one of the new deputies from the reformed churches of France, anxious to ob- 
tain the government of Leitoure for his fon, and finding the court averfe from comply- 
ing with his wifhes, endeavoured, by rendering himfelf neceffary to the miniftcr, to ex- 
tort from fear what he could not procure from favour. He fent private intelligence to 
the citizens of Rochelle, obferving that, as the court evinced no intention of fulfilling 
the pfomifes they had made to the affembly of Loudun, it would be neceffary to convene 
another meeting, unlefs they were difpofed to become dupes to the favourite and his co- 
adjutors. The magiftrates of Rochelle confulted Du Pleffis-Mornai on the propofal of 
the'n deputy ; and were told by that worthy gentleman, that as the fix months pre- 
ferred by the king for the performance of his promife were not yet expired, they muft 
exert their patience, and content themfelves with making firm, hut decent, remon- 
ftrances. The king was then at Poitiers; after the reduction of Beam, Favas again 
wrote to the Rochellers, in more ftrong and preffing terms, adviiing them to lofe no 
time in providing for their fafety, by ftrengthening the fortifications of their city, left 
the king fhould attack them unexpectedly, before his return to the capital 14 . 

>J Gramondi Hiftoiia Galliae, lib. vi — Memehes de Due de Rohan, liv. ii. 14 Memoir** du Due d* 
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Du Pleflis-Mornai again endeavoured to difluade them from the adoption of a meafure 
that might be conftrued into an act of revolt; and advifed them rather to conciliate the 
friendfliip of their fovereign, by fludioufly avoiding an oftentatious difplay of their 
power, and by conducting themfelves with propriety towards their fellow-citizens of the 
Romifh perfuafion. But neither the prudent advice of Du Pleflis, nor the ftrenuous 
rcmonftrances of the duke of Rohan, and others of the Pi oteftant chiefs, could deter 
the inhabitants of Rochelle, alarmed at the violent proceedings of Lewis in Beam, 
and irritated by the inflammatory fuggeftions of their deputy, from fummoning a gene- 
ral aflembly of the reformed, to be holden at Rochelle, on the twenty-fifth of 
November. 

The frefh fubje&s for drfcontent which the king afforded to the Hugonots gave the 
deepeft concern to Du Pleflis-Mornai, who was fully aware of their fatal effects. An- 
xious to avert the ftorm which he law gathering over the Proteftant Church, he wrote 
a long letter on the fubject to the duke of Montbazon, father-in-law to the favourite. 
The affair of Beam, and the aflembly convened, in confequence thereof, at Rochelle, 
muff be confidered as the true caufes of the calamities which befel the Proteftants un- 
der the reign of Lewis the Thirteenth ; and in order to /how whether they were realty 
as culpable as their enemies have reprefented them, it will be neceflary to notice Du 
Pleflis-Mornai's account of their, conduct. The teftimony of fuch a witnefs, though a 
Proteftant himfelf, cannot with propriety be rejected by the moft rigid Catholic : his 
probity and virtue were fuper-eminently confpicuous: his piety fprang from the heart: 
devout without affectation, firm without obftinacy, learned without pedantry, Du Pleflis 
deferved and obtained the admiration and efteemof his contemporaries: he was looked up 
to by the Proteftants as the protector of their rights, and the guardian of their privi- 
leges ; and the Catholics beftowed on him the appellation — highly honourable in their 
minds— of " The Pope of the Hugonots." In ftiort his was a character which the en- 
venomed tongue of calumny never dared to attack. 

" You muft remember, Sir," — fays Du Pleflis to the duke of Montbazon — "the ex- 
*« prefs command which I received from the king, by your mouth, on the laft day of 
«• April, to aflure the members of our aflembly, then met at Loudun by his majefty's 
«« permiflion, that all the promifes which had been made them fhould be faithfully per- 
«« formed. Since my word is pledged — faid M. de Luines — I will render it as valid as a 
•« bond. Thefe are his own expreflions, and I am not fure but that he made ufe of 
«' others ftill ftronger, and more pointed. I immediately difpatched a meflenger to the 
** aflembly, and reprefented to the members that it was our duty to tiuft implicitly to 
♦ 4 the firft promife the king had ever made us. This confideration removed all diffi- 
4 « culties ; no farther furety was required ; and every member returned contented to his 
" province, from the idea that the royal word was facred. 
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«« You know, Sir, that the promife related to three points, viz. The reception of two 
" Proteftant magiflrates in the parliament of Paris ; the reftitutton of Leitoure ; and 
" a pofitive arrangement with regard to the cautionary towns". It was to have been 
" fulfilled within fix months at lateft, and the affair of Beam was not to have occa- 
" fioned the fmalleft delay. The accommodation was negociated by Meffieurs Leid't- 
" guieres and Chatillon ; and the prince of Conde and the duke of Luines bound them- 

II fclves by an oath to enforce a compliance with the terms of the agreement, within the 
" time fpecified: and they obferved, that in cafe of a violation of the promife, the al- 
" fembly might meet again, and they pledged themfelves to procure the neceffary or- 
" ders from the king for thatpurpofe. The king himfelf ratified, with his own mouth, 
" the engagement which the prince and the duke had contracted, and expreffed his fa- 
" fadYion at the prompt obedience of our afTembly. The fix months have elapfed, and 
*' nothing has been done : and the king is gone to Beam with his army, contrary to 
" the obligation he impofed upon himfelf, though nothing has occurred, either on the 
" part of the inhabitants of Beam, or of the Proteftants of France, to fuperinduce any 
*' change in his fentiments. Judge, Sir, whether all of us have not caufe for complaint. 
" and whether many of us have not grounds for miftruft, when we fee the king neg- 
f letl affairs of the greateft importance to carry his arms into a country where the 
" only weapons oppofed to him are prayers and lamentations, and againft fubjecls who 
" have no other defence than the facred word of their fovereign. Are not the Protef- 
" tants of Rochelle, who were charged by the afTembly of Loudun to convene another 
" meeting at the expiration of fix months, in cafe the terms of the agreement remained 
«' unfulfilled, juftified, by the king's word, in convening another afTembly? And permit 
" me, Sir, to obferve, that they may alfo plead, in their juftification, the promife of 
" the duke of Luines, which was to have proved as good as a bond ,s ." 

Du Pleffis concluded his letter by the following judicious obfervations : " I ferved the 
" late king four-and-thirty years, and I always obferved that nothing proved of fuch ef- 
" fential fervice to him, in the management of his affairs, both foreign and domeftic, 
" as the reputation he enjoyed for fulfilling, with religious fcrupulofity, every promife 
" Jje made. There is not any thing which redounds more to the credit of thofe who 
" have the happinefs of being placed about the perfon of a great prince, than fincerity, 
44 candour, and good faith : in fhort, thefe are the qualities by which a king may be- 
" come the living image of the Deity. God made the world by his word; and fovereign* 
" govern it, in one fenfe, by their words. Yet, Sir, reflea whether the word of our 
" king is treated with that veneration which is due to it." 

This letter having been fhewn to different perfons, Teveral copies were taken, and fome 
of th e zealous Proteftants eagerly feized the opportunity of circulating, by means of 

V Vic de Du Pleflis-Mornai, liv. *v.— Lettres et Memoires Jc Du Pleffis-Moraai. 
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theprefs, fo able a unification of the conduct of their party. The duke of Luines was 
enraged at finding himfelf publickly accufedof violating his promife, by a man holden in 
fucli gencial eftimation as Du Pleflis-Momai. To fcroen his honour from reproach, he 
inftantly procured the immediate reception of the two Protectant magirtrates by the 
parliament of Paris: he conferred the government cf Leitoure on a pcrfon of the fame 
perfuafion, though more attached to the court than to the interefls of his religion ; and 
tfie reformed obtained an apparent fatisfaclion on the fubject of the cautionary towns. 
After he had taken thefe conciliatory mcafures, the favourite published a long anfwer to 
the letter of- Du Pleflis, in the name of the duke of Montbazon, whofe complaifance for 
his fon-in-law induced Vim to father t''e production, tliough it was pretty generally 
known to have proceeded from the pen of Arnoux, the king's confeiTor 16 . The abufes it 
lavished, and the threats it denounced againft the reformed, proclaimed the writer a vio- 
lent bigot; while the grofs adulation it contained proved him a courtier. " The truth 
"and the word of the duke of Luines" — faid he — " keep pace with each other: thepro- 
u phecies are not better fulfilled than his promifes." 

Du Plefiis-Mornai's reply was prudent, refpeclful, and moderate, though in it the 
truth was maintained with manly firmnefs, and becoming dignity. Speaking of the ob- 
ligation of kings to fulfil their words, he obferved — " You have explained to me, Sir, 
*' the nature of the king's authority and power; you maintain that his pleafure is the fole 
" rule of his conduct. For fifty years have I ferved the fovereigns of France ; I ihould 
" be ignorant, indeed, if I knew not the extent of their power; and ridiculous if I 
" thought of retraining it. ButiVill I am fully convinced of the truth of this fentence, 
" of the good and great emperor Theodofius, infeited in the Roman law: It is worthy 
«' 'of the majeity of a fovereign to hold himfelf bound to obferve the laws he has made. 
44 And what are the laws which a prince prescribes to himfelf? the promifes he gives." 

Although the influence of the Spanifh council at the court of France had hitherto 
prevented the young monarch from oppofing the dangerous aggrandizement of the houfe 
of Auftria, yet fome news that was tranfmitted, at this period, from Vienna, awakened 
his jealoufy, and roufed his apprehenfions. The commotions excited in the Valteline by 
the artifices of the duke of Feria, governor of Milan, alarmed the Italian powers al- 
moft as much as the late reduction of the palatinate by the emperor had intimidated the 
Proteftant princes of Germany. The republic of Venice, ever attentive to the motions 
of the Spaniards, had remonftrated, in the ftrongelt terms, with the French council, on 
the necefTity of preventing the court of Madrid from accompli filing their defign of re- 
uniting the Valteline to the duchy of Milan, or, at leaft, of rendering it wholly depen- 
dent on their will. Aware of the conferences of this affair, Lewis rcfolved to fend an 
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ambaflador extraordinary to Madrid, in order, if poflible, to quell, by the means of nego- 
tiation, a revolt that was capable of fetting all Italy in a flame, and of caufing an open 
rupture between the two crowns : for the king of France could never fuffer the Spanifh 
monarch to make himfelf matter of the Valteline 17 . 

The fmall country of the Valteline, watered and fertilized by the river Adda, was 
moft conveniently fituated for the Spaniards, who confidered it as an excellent paflage for 
their troops from Germany into Italy, and back again. It is bounded, on the eaft, by 
the county of Tirol, and, on the weft, by the duchy of Milan, of which it was a fief, 
before the hardy natives of that part of Switzerland, diftinguifhed by the appellation of 
Grifons, took pofleflion of it, at the inftigation of pope Julius the Second, when he under- 
took to expel the French from Italy. Valteline was formally ceded to the Grifons by 
Maximilian Sforza, in reward for the affiftance he received from that people in the reco- 
very of hisduchyof Milan; and the donation was confirmed by Francis the Firft, king 
of France, when he conquered the Milanefe, after the famous battle of Marignano. 
Since that period a clofe alliance had fubfiftcd between the French and the Grifons, who> 
had engaged to fufFer no other troops than thofe of France to pafs through the Valteline. 
Henry the Fourth renewed the alliance, which, according to the terms of the treaty, 
was not to ceafe till eight years after the death of his fon, Lewis the Thiiteenth. This 
wife precaution tended in a great meafure to defeat the attempts which the Spaniards had 
frequently made to re-annex the Valteline to the duchy of Milan, fince Charles the 
Fifth had beftowed the inveftiture of that duchy on his fon. 

TJnat able m'mifter, the count of Fuentes, had inceflantly reprefented to Philip the 
Second the neceflity of fecuring the pofleflion of Final, Monaco, and the Valteline, in- 
order to hold all Italy in fubje&ion. As the project had only fucceeded in part, the count, 
in order to facilitate its total accomplifhment, at a more favourable opportunity, caufed the 
fort of Fuentes to be built on a rock at the extremity of the Valteline; the erection ot 
which fuperinduced a general belief that the Spaniards intended to make the Grifons 
renounce their alliance with France, to connect themfelves with Spain, and, in cafe of a 
rcfufal, to feize upon their country. This new fort fpread a general alarm throughout 
Italy, and gave great umbrage to France: although built on the Spanifh territories, it 
appeared fo incompatible with the prefervation of the liberty of the Italian potentates, 
that Henry the Fourth was tempted to compel the Spaniards, by force of arms.todemolifh 
it entirely ; and he would, probably, have effected his purpofe, had the Swifs and Vene- 
tians evinced a difpofition to fecond his plans. But their unwillingnefs to bear even a: 
part of the expences of a war, of which they were to reap the whole advantage, in- 
duced him to forego his defign. 

'7 Nanl Hiitoia Veaeta, 1. Iv.— Memoiierecondics di Vittorio Slri, torn. t. p. 175, 176, i 77 . 
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A free paffage through the Valteline appeared to he an object of much lefs importance 
to the French, than to the Spaniards and Venetians; it was a cortftant maxim with the 
Venetian fenate, to keep their territories on the continent in a Hate of extreme fubjection, 
and to employ none but foreign troops; for which reafon the privilege of fee u ring a 
paffage for thofe troops through the Valteline, had become almoft a matter of neceflity 
with the Venetians. At the time of their grand difpute with pope Paul the Fifth, they 
diftributed their fequins with fo much judgment among the Grifons, and particularly 
among the Proteftants of that country, that an alliance was concluded for ten years be- 
tween the two republics ; by which the Grifons engaged to grant a free paffage through 
the Valtelineto the Venetian forces. The Spaniards then made a fimilar attempt ; and by 
a judicious diftribution of their piftoles, gained lb far on the affections of the Catholic 
inhabitants, that they declared in their favour; The intrigues of thefe powers occa- 
fioned diffentions among the Grifons, one part of whom efpoufed the caufe of Venice, 
while the other embraced the interefts of the houfe of Auftria. 

During; the minority of Lewis the Thirteenth, France had exerted her utmoft efforts to 
prevent the renewal of the treaty between the Venetians and the Grifons, at the expi- 
ration of the ten years: but the Venetians, being engaged in a war with the archduke 
of Gratz, fpared neither pains nor expence to counteract; the intrigues of the French. 
On this occafion, the diffentions which had prevailed between the different parties of 
the Grifons, were renewed with additional animofity. Gueffier, the French refident at 
Turin, received orders to repair to Coire, and to perfuade the Grifons to contract 
no alliance in future, prejudicial to that which they had before contracted with France ; 
and to confirm to the French monarch the exclufive privilege of a paffage, for his 
troops, through the Valteline. Gueffier was to promote a reconciliation between the 
hoftile factions, by placing them on their former footing, and by depriving both Spa- 
niards and Venetians of the privilege which was the object of their difpute. But the 
Spanifh intereft prevailed to fuch a degree at the court of France, at that time, that 
Gueffier, following the inclinations of Mary of Medicjs, and, probably, acting in con- 
formity to the inftructions he had received from her, was always more favourable to the 
Spanifh, than to the Venetian party, under pretext of maintaining the Catholic religion, 
which the friends of the latter were faid to have attacked on various occafions. The 
Venetians, however, prevailed fo far, that many of the oppofite faction were banifhed; 
and this feverity enraged the Catholics to fuch a degree, that they applied for redrefs to 
the governor of Milan, requefting the king of Spain would take the Valteline under his 
protection ; fince the Grifons, they faid, not content with exercifing an arbitrary fway 
over that country, were anxious to introduce the Proteftant religion, with a view to ex- 
tend it from thence into the Milanefe, and perhaps ftill farther into Italy. 

The duke of Feria, a man of a vain and ambitious mind, anxious to diAinguifli him- 
self by fome fignal atchievement, relblved to embrace the prefent opportunity of making 
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himfelf matter of the Valteline. The conjurr&irre, he thought, was highly favourable 
to his defigns. The Proteflants of Germany were greatly embarraffed : the king of 
France was occupied in the repreffion of domeftic feuds : and the Englifh monarch, 
amufed by the hope of marrying his Ion to the infanta of Spain, had little inclination to 
aififi. his fellow Proteflants in oppofition to the couit of Madrid. Feria, therefore, en- 
tered into an alliance with the malecontents of the country, under pretence of reliev- 
ing thtm from the oppreffion they fuftained, and of preventing the Proteftant minif- 
tcrs, whom the Grifons had introduced into the Valteline, fiom extirpating po- 
pery. On the nineteenth of July, 1620, Pianta and the chevalier Robuftel entered the 
country with a fmall party of foldiers, which they had affembled in the Tirol, or in the 
duchy of Milan, and inaffacred the minifteis and officers belonging to the Grifons. 
The infurgents had endeavoured to block up every paffage, fo that the Grifons could not 
go to the affiftance of their friends in the Valteline ; but having failed in the attempt, a 
great number of them entered with a body of foldiers, from the United Provinces, who 
had ferved in the Venetian armies. The duke of Feria, then throwing ofF the mafk, 
immediately fent a flrong detachment of Spanifh troops into the Valteline, headed by 
experienced officers, with a view, as he aflerted, to maintain the Catholic religion, ill 
a country where thofe who profeffed it were perfecuted by the Proteflants. And, left the 
Venetians fhould march to the affiftance of the Grifons, he fent a military force to the 
frontiers of the republic, as if he meant to commence hofldities againft them, in cafe the 
ftnate fhould interfere with the affairs of the Valteline. 

The Grifons were now thrown into the utmoft confirmation ; and were induced to con- 
sider the fupportof the French as theironly refource. Lewis, who was, at this time, engaged 
in difpelling the powerful faction formed by Mary of Medicis, gave orders to the marcfchal 
de Lefdiguicres to attend to the affairs of the Valteline, and to concert, with the duke of 
Savoy and the republic of Venice, the necefiary meafures for oppofing the dangerous 
defigns of the court of Madrid. Bullion, councillor of ftate, was appointed to accom- 
pany Lefdiguieres to Turin ; but after much difcuffion, the allies appeared to be actu- 
ated by fuch different views, that it was found iinpoffible to adopt any fixed and decifive 
refolutions ,8 . 

The republick of Venice, however, fent Priuli, as ambaffador extraordinary, to 
France, to renew their felicitations to the king, and to urge him to oppofe, with vigour 
and eftedt, the ambitious projects of Spain. Lewis, releafed from the embarraffment 
which the faction of his mother and the refiftance of the Bearnois had occafioned him, lent 
a favourable ear to the prudent remonftrances of the fenate. Puifieujc, fecretaiy 
of ftate, made the moft Ipecious proimfes to the Venetian minifter ; and allured him-, 

lS Hiftoire du' Cotinetable de Lefdiguieres, liv. x. chap. 2. — Nani Hiftoria Veneta, lib. iv. 
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that if his Catholic majefty fhould refufe to pay attention to the representations of Baffbm- 
picrre — now appointed amballador extraordinary to Spain — on the reAitution of the 
Valttline, the king of France would employ that power which God had placed in his 
hands, to affifl the allies of his crown', and to maintain the rt pole and liberty of the 
Italian ilates 

A. D. 1 62 1 . ] But Lewis was Iefs anxious to render himfelf formidable to the neigh- 
bouring powers, than to extend the limits of the regal authority in his own dominions. 
The yoke, impofed on the Beainois had proved infupportable ; and the indilcieet zeal 
of the mifficnaries, and of the Catholic inhabitants of the province, foon roufed the 
latent embers of difcontent into a flame. The Proteftants of France had already taken 
the alarm ; and the acts of violence committed by the populace, who burnt their tem- 
ples at Tours, at Poitiers, and fome other towns, led them to believe that a defign was 
formed for defpoiling them of the privileges fecurcd to them by the edict of Nantes". 
If, indeed, there was no defign actually formed by the court for that purpofe, it will ap- 
pear manifeft, from the fubfequent events, that the declarations which they occafional- 
ly "rffued in favour of the Proteftants, were the refult of their apprehenfions of exciting 
a civil war, and did not proceed from any principle of equity. On the other hand it 
muft be acknowledged, that the firft war of religion in the prefent reign was brought 
on by the imprudent conduct of the reformed, in haflily convening a general affembly 
at Rochelle, and in ohfi m itely perlevering in their refufal to feparare, at the fuggeftion 
of men who had their own intercft more at heart than the good of their religion. But as 
different conclufions are frequently drawn from the fame facts, we lhall proceed to give 
an ample detail of the conduct of either party, and leave the reader to decide for himfelf. 

The king was in Guiennc when he firft heard that the reformed were preparing to con- 
vene a general affembly at Rochelle; and he immediately difpatched orders to the 
mayor and magiftrates of the town, not to fuffer the propoied affembly to take place, nor 
to admit into the city any perfons who fhould repair thither, from the provinces, as 
deputies to the affembly. The anfwer given to the officer who delivered thefe orders 
was couched in fuch terms as gave the court reafon to believe they would not be obeyed. 
A declaration, therefore, was iffued by the king, and regiffered in the parliament, by 
which his majefty prohibited all perfons whatever from attending the affembly, under 
pain of being treated as rebels and traitors **. Thefe threats were defpifed by the reform- 
ed, who averred that the declaration had been furreptitioufly obtained, fince it was con- 
trary to the pcfitive promife given by the king to the affembly at Loudon : and they 
maintained that it was lawful for them to affemble, lince the articles fo folemnly 

J * Nani Hiftoria Veneta, liv. 4. — Journal de Baffompierre. 10 Contin. de Mezerai, torn. i. p. 205. 
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promifed had never been fulfilled. The deputies continued to arrive at Rochelle, and, 
after the celebration of a foleinn fart, the affembly was opened on the twenty-fourth of 
December, 162 1. 

Du Pleflis-Mornai, invariably defirous of maintaining the peace of the kingdom, haf- 
tened to communicate his fentiments to the affembly, exhorting them to devife fome 
means of opening a negociation with the court, and of preventing an open rupture, which 
many reftlefs and turbulent fpirits were eager to promote. Thefe prudent exhortations 
were ably feconded by the duke of Rohan, who endeavoured, in concert with Du Pleffis, 
to avert the fatal effects of a meafure which they conceived to have been adopted with 
too much precipitation. Encouraged by this appearance of diffention among the mem- 
bers of the reformed church, the young count of Soiffons, and the princefs his mo- 
ther, who had quarrelled with the court, made overtures to Du Pleffis, and offered to 
connect: their interefts with thofe of the Proteftants ; not doubting but their propofal 
would be joyfully received by a party, who wanted the fanction and authority of a 
prince of the blood, to keep the inferior nobility in awe, and to preferve a rational fubor- 
dination among the numerous fupporters of the caufe. 

As foon as the reformed had ceafed to have a protector of the blood royal, every no- 
bleman of the party either afpired to the fupreme command, or claimed an abfolute in- 
dependence. An affembly of provincial gentlemen, minifters, and magiftratcs, had 
neither fufficient credit nor authority to render their party formidable : they had no 
means of retaining perfons inceffantly liable to be affected by the hope of reward or the 
fear of difgrace. The affembly had no favours to diftribute : fo that there was much 
to be gained, and nothing to be loft, by thofe who abandoned their caufe. The court 
difplayed great addrefs in availing themfelves of the ftate of anarchy to which the Hu- 
gonots were reduced, in order to encreafe the diffentions that prevailed among their 
leaders, and to gain them over to their intereft, one after the other. Under the king of 
Navarre and the prince of Condi the party was in a very different fituation ; fince in war 
as in peace they had ample opportunities of procuring folid eftablifhments, for the no. 
bilit}, gentry, and officers, in their fervice. When Henry the Fourth embraced the 
Catholic religion, certain members of the Proteftant church rejoiced at their releafe 
from the authority of fo powerful a protector ; and flattered their affemblies with the 
idea of eftablifhing a feparate republick 1 *, governed by a body fimilar to the ftates- 
gencral of France, compofed of deputies from the Proteftant nobility, clergy, and 
commons, which they rcprefented as infinitely preferable to the government ' of a 
prince who might have private views and intcrefts of his own to confult, in oppofuion 
to thofe of h,s party.' But foon after the death of Henry they difcovcred the fallacy of 

11 L« Vaflbr, tom.iv. liv. xvi. p. T , f, I. 
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fuch an opinion, and found that a party, without a leader of fufficient weight to enforce 
obedience to his commands, could not poffibly fubfift for any length of time. 

The count of Soiffons and his mother, difcontented with the court, wifhed to 
render themfelves formidable by appearing at the head of the Proteftant party ; and 
as the count was anxious to obtain the hand of the princefs Henrietta, third fifter to 
the king, it was conceived he could not adopt a better means of enforcing a compliance 
with his propofals. Du Pleffis-Mornai, being applied to on the fubject, anfwered that 
the afTembly of Rochelle would always be ftudious to cultivate the good opinion of 
their highneffes, but that they wodld never think of confounding with religious affairs 
thofe which only related to matters of ftate and the private interefts of princes. "'The 
negociation," — faid Du Pleffis, — '* which the count wifhes to open with us, would 
«' only anfwer the purpofe of mutual deception. His highnefs will conclude an ac- 
" commodation as foon as the king will offer him the hand of his fifter; and our 
*' affembly will be fatisfied, as foon as they fhall have obtained fome more folid fe- 
" curity for the punctual obfervance of the edict of Nantes * 3 . 

On thefecondof January the affembly of Rochelle drew up the following remonftrance 
to the king, containing the motives which had led them to affemble, and the juft grounds 
of complaint they had received from the court, in repeated infractions of the edicts of 
pacification. 

" When we laft affembled at Loudun, with your majefty's permiflion, it was for 
" the exprefs purpofe of examining the nature and extent of our grievances, and of 
*' afking, with all humility, an immediate reparation of fuch as were hoftile to our fafety, 
*' and contrary to the edicts which conftitute the fundamental laws of your kingdom. 

The long continuation of various evils, an encreafe of which we had every reafort 
** to apprehend ; the audacity of our enemies, which feems to acquire frefh ftrength from 
** our patience ; and laftly, the exprefs commiffion we had received to reprefent to your 
" majefty that a continual infraction of the edicts was capable of overturning the ftate: 
" — Thefe reafons, fire, induced us to perfift, during fix months, with a degree of per- 
" feverance proportioned to our fufferirtgs, in our efforts to obtain from your majefty 
" fome teftimony of your favourable difpofition towards us. When you commanded 
•* us to feparate, you inftructed the prince of Conda and the duke of Luines to pledge 
" their word to the duke of Lefdiguieres and the marquis of Chatillon, that, in cafe we 
" obeyed your orders, you would, within the fpace of fix months at fartheft, enforce a com- 
" pliance with fome of our principal demands, and give a favourable anfwer toourcahiers. 

*l Vie ilt Du Pleflis-Mornai, liv. 4. 
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" Wc alfo received a promife that your majefty would Men to the remonftrances of 
** the deputies from Bearn, within a month after the ftipulated conditions with regard 
" to ourfelves fhould be fulfilled ; and that, in cafe of any neglect to fulfil thefe condi- 
41 tions, we fhould be at liberty to reafiemble. This promife was folemnly confirmed as 
" well by the prince of Condc as the duke of Luines ; who obferved, that as it w aS the 
M firft we had received from his majefty, we ought to regard it as facrcd. This corift- 
*• deration, Sire, outweighed every other, and fuperinduced our prompt obedience. 
44 Your majefty afterwards repeated the fame promifes to us with your own mouth. On 

the diflblution of our aflembly we drew up a deed, expreffive of our obedience, in the 
" very words that were dictated to us by the miniftry : and the deputies had a commit 
" fion to meet again, in cafe the articles were not fulfilled, at the expiration ot fix 
44 months. This is a fadl, well known to your majefty, and to all the members bl 
44 your council. 

Notwithftanding thefe ftipulations, the fix months having elapfed, and your pro- 
•* mife remaining unfulfilled, your majefty was inftigated to march mi < V n, befois 
" the feventh month, allowed to the Bearnois for prefenting thcr remonlhancc, was 
*• expired, and without attending to the confirmation of your promife, contained irj 
" your letter to the parliament of Pau, of the twentv-firft of September. To this via- 
44 lation of good faith muft be afcribed the total deftiuiStion of the privileges, and fub* 
44 verfion of the freedom of your fubjects in Bearn, who profefs the lame religion with 
41 ourfelves. Thefe, Sire, are the reafons which have induced us to meet in this city; 
44 whither we have repaired in confluence of the affurances received from your ma- 
44 jefty, and with a view moft humbly to befeech you to fulfil your promifes, and to af- 
44 ford us redrefs for the additional grievances we have luftained fince our laft meeting, 
44 We muft repeat, Sire, that wc are not guilty of having treated your authority with 
4 ' contempt: the caufe of our re-aflembl'mg is juft and lawful ; and our conduit is irrc- 
44 proachable, fince it has for itsfupport your facred word. 

'*M.iy it, therefore, plcafe your majefty, to confider our innocence, and to prevent 
41 our enemies from opprefling us in your fight. We are accufed of infringing on vour 
44 authority, but it is cafy to judge whether we or they have the prefervation of your 
44 power, and the fecurity of your crown, moft at heart. When we feek to obtain, by 
44 legal methods, and with that refpeft which is due to your majefty, the execution of the 
44 edicts, redrefs for the repeated infractions thereof, and the means of our own prefer- 
*' vation, we receive orders to be filent, and your authority is oppofed to our perfeve- 
44 Mnce. Yet, in violation of that authority, and of the public tranquillity, fermons 
44 have been preached, and feditious libels circulated in all quarters, with a view to cx- 
" cite the people againft us. The bodies of our brethren are taken out of their graves ; our 
41 temples are burned ; our minifters expelled ; and the places of worfhip granted us by 
44 treaty in the vicinity of Tours, have not been delivered to us. Similar ails of outrage 

*' have 



/ 



1 62 1 -3 LEWIS THE THIRTEENTH. 193 

*' have been committed againft us, at Lyons, Moulins, Dijon, Bourges, and other places, 
and all our efforts to obtain fatisfa&ion have been rendered fruitlefs." 

After inveighing againft the malicious conduct of the Jefuits, whom they represent as 
alike enemies to the Hugonots, and to the real interefts of the crown; as emiffaries em- 
ployed by a foreign power, to overturn all the ftates of chriftendom, they thus con- 
clude their remonftrance. 

" Thefe alarms, Sire, compel us to fupplicate your majefty not to liften to the calum* 
" nies of our enemies ; to refpeft the juftice of our caufe ; to revoke the declaration 
" that has been publifhed againft us ; and to permit us to cany our complaints and en- 
" treaties to the toot of the throne. By fecuring to us our liberties, our property, and 
" our lives, your majefty will enable us to devote them to your fervice. We folemnly 
" proteft, before God and man, as well for ourfelves as for thofe whom we reprefent, 
" that in afking for the liberty of ferving God according to our confeience, it is our 
" intention to remain inviolably attached to your majefty, to promote the welfare of the 
" ftate, and the profperity of your reign. Heaven fend we may meet with favour from 
" you ; and that you may be convinced that, of all your fubjefls, there are none more 
" faithful, nor more fubmifllve than ourfelves 2 V 

Lewis, at firft, refufed to receive this remonftrance, but Favas, the deputy-general of 
the reformed, having found means to prefent it to the council, it was at length read; when 
the members of the council declared that it ought to be burned by the hands of the exe- 
cutioner, and that the only amends the affembly could poflibly make the king for fuch 
an infult was inftantly to feparate : Arnoux, confeffor to Lewis, ftrenuoufly exhorted that 
prince to effecl: the total deftru£tion of the reformed ; and the duke of Luines was alfo an- 
xious for a war, that he might have a fpecious pretext for reviving the office of conftable, 
to the poffeffion of which he had long afpired. But all the old minifters were extreme- 
ly averfe from the adoption of violent meafures ; and they fignified their fentiments to 
the dukes of Rohan and Tremouille, and to Du Pleftis-Mornai, who had a conference 
on the fubjeft at Loudun. All the efforts, however, of thole noblemen, to promote an 
accommodation, and to lead the affembly of the reformed to purfue fuch a line of con- 
duct as would rather mitigate refentment than provoke oppofition, were counteracted by 
the infidious machinations of Favas, and the interefted fuggeftions of the duke of Luines z \ 

The count of Soiffons, the dukes of Mayenne and Longueville, and fome others of 
the difcontented nobility, renewed their applications to the affembly, who again applied 
to Du Pleflis for his opinion on the fubjeft. He perfifted in his former fentiments, 
and declared that experience ought to have convinced the reformed that an union with 
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princes and nobleman of a different religion was by no means to be encouraged. " All 
" thefe pretended reformers of the date" — faid Du Pleffis — 44 feekits deftruftion. Things 
" are now brought to that fituation that, were the king's authority to be weakened too 
" much, we fhould be in danger of lofing that liberty of conscience we have at Laft 
obtained," 

The king and his minifiers were not lefs enraged than the affembly of Rochelle ; and 
the proud and imperious behaviour of Favas tended greatly to widen the breach that 
fubfifted between them. At his 'mitigation, the prudent interference of the dukes of 
Rohan and Tremouille, and of Du Pleflis himfelf, was rejected by the affembly, whode- 
clared their intentions of fufTering no mediator, except their own deputies, between them 
and the throne". Even the letters, which thofe noblemen had written to avert the. 
indignation of their fovereign, were fubjedted to the corrections of Favas, whofe head- 
itrong paffions rendered him deaf to the placid voice of reafon. But while Lewis de- 
clared that he would receive neither remonilrance, addrefs, nor petition, from: an af- 
fembly whofe refufal to feparate, at his command, he conlidered as an a£f of rebellion, 
he wrote to Du Pleffis, to exprefs his approbation of what had puffed between him and 
the dukes of Rohan and Tremouille at the conference of Loudun. When the duke 
of Bouillon, — who was then confined by the gout, in his city of Sedan — was ap- 
prized of the conduct of Favas, he exclaimed, " Were I in a condition to be con- 
" veyed to the Louvre, lame as I am, I would throw myfelf at the king's feet, and afk 
" his pardon for the affembly. What means that madman Favas ? Is it poflible for 
M our church to extricate itfelf from the dangerous fituation into which its own impru- 
" dence has plunged it, by any other means than thofe of fubmiffion ? It is but too 
" true, that the forms required for the convocation of the affembly of Rochelle have 
M not been obferved." 

Meanwhile the duke of Luines, in purfuit of his plan for dividing the Proteftant 
chiefs, had opened a negociation with the duke of Lefdiguieres, whom he contrived to 
allure from the interefls of the Proteftant party, by an offer to revive, in his favour, 
the poft of conftable, which had lain dormant, for the fpace of feven years, that had 
elapfed fince the death of its laft poffeftbr, the duke of Montmorenci. But Luines, whofe 
ambition led him to afpire to the attainment of that important dignity himfelf, found 
means to perfuade Lefdiguieres to be contented with the poft of marefchal -general of 
the camps. On the fecond of April, the fword of conftable was bellowed on the fa- 
vourite, with great pomp and folemnity ; while the whole kingdom expreffed their aflo- 
nifhment that the firft military dignity in the ftate fhould be conferred on a man, who 
was wholly unacquainted with the art of war 17 . 

16 Vie4e Du Pleflis-Mornai,liv. 4. »7 Bernard, Hirtoire ie Louis XIII. liv 8. 
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During thefc tranfa&ions BafTompierre was employed in fettling the affair of the Val- 
tcline, at the court of Madrid. Every art to evade the conclufion of a treaty on this 
fubjeft was exerted on the part of the Spanifh monarch. But his death, which occurred 
during the negociation, changed the face of affairs, and foon after the fucceffion of 
Philip the Fourth, a treaty was figned at Madrid, between the two crowns, by which it 
was ftipulated that the Valteline fhould be reftored to the Grifons ; that a general am- 
nefty fhould be granted on all fides; and that religious matters fhould be reftored to the 
lame footing on which they flood in the year 1617. By a fecret article, it was agreed, 
that the king of France fhould prevent the Grifons from entering into any frefli leagues 
with the neighbouring powers, and confine them to their ancient alliance with the 
French. This article was levelled at the Venetians, whofe intrigues with the Grifons dif- 
pleafed the court of Paris, and gave equal umbrage to that of Madrid. Soon after this 
period, a treaty was figned between the king of France and the ftates-general of the 
United Provinces, by which it was fiipulated that, in cafe the latter fhould be attacked 
by the Spaniards, the former fhould afford them the fame fuccours, as they had formerly 
received from Henry the Fourth l \ 

Every exertion that prudence could fuggefl for averting the horrors of civil war had 
been employed by Du Pleffis-Mornai, and the dukes of Rohan, Soubize, and Tre- 
mouille, but in vain; for the king perfevered in infifling on the immediate diflblution of 
the afrembly of Rochelle ; and the members pofitively refufed to feparate until they 
had obtained fome redrefs for the grievances, of which they complained. The duke of 
Luines was glad of an occafion to pufh the Hugonots to extremes. The Jefuit Arnoux, 
confeflbr to the king, and the emifTaries of the courts of Rome and Madrid inceffantly 
expatiated on the weaknefs of the Proteflant party, which they maintained might, with 
facility, be deftroyed in Iefs than a year. — " This, Sir," — faid thefe minifters to the fa- 
vourite — " is a glorious opportunity for immortalizing your name, and for convincing 
" the world that you are worthy to be conflable of France 

Lewis, on the twenty-fourth of April, publifhed a declaration at Fontaineblcau, 
which ferved as the fignal for war. After expatiating, at great length, on the obftinate 
difobedience of the afTembly of Rochelle to his repeated orders, he declared his resolution 
of marching into Touraine and Poitou, and of vifit'mg feveral other provinces of his 
kingdom, in order that, by a perfonal inveftigation of the dangers that threatened the 
ffate, he might take the necefTary meafures for the prefervation of the public tran- 
quillity. To facilitate the accompli fhment of the project he had formed for fowing 
diflentions among the reformed, Lewis cxprefled his determination of maintaining the 
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edicts which had been publifhed in their favour, as well in the late as during the preterit 
reign, and to take under his protection all fuch as mould pay due obedience to their fo- 
vereign. Great pains, meanwhile, had been taken to irritate the populace againft the 
Proteftants ; and, fome few days before the above declaration was iflued, an infurrection 
had taken place at Tours, where the corpfe of a perfon who had quitted the Catholic 
religion to follow that of the reformed, was taken out of the grave by the people, who 
fet fire to the Proteftant church, and became fo furious that neither the magiftrates of 
the city, nor a commiffioner fent by the parliament of Paris, could prevent them from 
committing farther acts of violence and outrage. The moft riotous of the infurgents were 
fufFered to efcape with impunity, and the king, who complained of the rebellion of the 
reformed, found great difficulty, on this occafion, in enforcing obedience from his Ca- 
tholic fubjeds 3 °. 

Luines, to whom the preparations for war were principally entrnfted, ordered an 
army of forty thoufand foot and eight thoufand hoife to be difperfed among the dif- 
ferent provinces; he alfo took the precaution to gain over fome of the Proteftant no- 
bility, and the governors of feveral of the cautionary towns. The prefence of Lefdi- 
guicrcs at court removed all apprehenfions for the fate of Dauphine; Pardaillan en- 
gaged to fecure a great part of Guines ; and Chatillon maintained a correfpondence with 
the miniftry. The conftable, allied to the dukes of Rohan and Soubife, endeavoured to 
detach them from the Proteftant caufe ; but thofe noblemen, alike regardlcfs of his pro- 
mifes and threats, rejected his felicitations with difdain 3t . 

The ncceflary preparations being made, Lewis left Fontaineblcau, on the twenty- 
fourth of April, and fucceffively vifited the cities of Orleans, Blois, and Tours, at each 
of which places he pafTed fome days. His departure was confidered by the reformed as 
an open declaration of war, and they accordingly prepared for the moft vigorous refif- 
tance. But before they proceeded to acts of hoftility, they publifhed a man ifefto, con- 
taining a ftatement of the evils to which the Proteftants of France were at that time 
expofed. After a folemn proteftation of their attachment to the fervice of the king, 
whofe fupreme authority they acknowledged, the afTembly conjured his majefty, as well as 
all difmterefted Frenchmen who had the good of their country at heart, the princes of 
the blood, and foreign powers, not to fufTer themfelves to be prejudiced againft peo- 
ple whom the court of Rome was anxious to opprefs, but to attend to the reprefenta- 
tions they prefented to all Europe in juftification of their conduct. " The crime of 
** high treafon," faid they, ** has long been imputed to men of the moft irreproachable 
" conduct. It is a ftnlc pretext employed by the malicious when pofleffed of power 
" fufficient to effect the deftruction of their enemies. It was ufcd againft the fnft 
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*' chriftians, in the fame manner as the king's evil counfellors now wifli to ufe it againft 
" ns. The reformed churches of France would have no occafion to publifh apologies 
" for their conduct if there were any equity in the world, and if fallhood and calumny did 
" not, in general, command greater attention than truth. It is well known, that, at 
«' the end of the laft century, the members of our church were fufficiently powerful 
" to defend themfelves, and to maintain their ftations in fome of the firft provinces in 
" the kingdom. Content with having obtained the liberty of ferving God accord- 
" ing to our confciences, and fome fecurity againft the obftinate malice of our enemies, 
" we fubmitted without hefitation to the late king, although he foriook our religion, of 
" which he had declared himfelf the protector. We afterwards ferved him with the 
" fame zeal and fidelity as we had before difplayed in maintaining his rights to the 
*' crown. Accordingly that juft and grateful prince never ceafed to afford us protec- 
*' tion during his whole life. 

" That life was terminated too foon for his fubjecls, and particularly for us. Since 
" the death of Henry the Great, every poffible means has been fought for to promote 
" our deftrudtion. The clergy and nobles united at the lafb aflembly of the ftates- 
" general for the purpofe of obliging the king literally to fulfil the oath he had taken at 
" his coronation to expel from the kingdom thofe whom the church of Rome condemned 

* as heretics. Seditious fermons are preached, and a thoufand fecret artifices employed to 

* excite the rage of the people againft us. The Jefuits, deeply (killed in the art of raifing 
** troubles and confufion in ftates, are loud in their exclamations againft us at court, in 
" the capital, and in the provinces. No fooner had Arnoux obtained the direction of the 
" king's confcience, than he undertook to fubvert all the privileges of the fovereignty 
" of Beam. He has fo deeply inftilled into the mind of his majefty the pernicious 
« maxim, that princes are under no obligation to keep their faith with heretics, and 
« that the moft Chriftian king ought to employ all his power in the extirpation of 
** herefy, that, when any perfon attempts to reprefent to his majefty, that thefe vio- 
" lent counfels are calculated to promote the ruin of the ftate, he replies he would 
*' rather lofe his crown, than his foul. In fhort, all the fanguinary infinuations of the 
«' Jefuits are fupported as well by the cardinals and prelates, as by the minifters and emif- 
t* faries of the court of Rome. 

" The parliaments, though inftituted for the purpofe of adminiftering juftice with im- 
" partiality, and of affording protection to the innocent, feek to crufh us by their arrets, 
" as unjuft as they are fevere. If any one of the magiftrates, exercifing the privilege 
" allowed to every one of purfuing the dictates of his confcience, embrace our religion, 
" he is difowned by the reft, who pretend that he is in a ftate of degradation. Our tem- 
" pies are pillaged and burned : the bodies of the members of our church are taken out 
" of their graves, and torn into pieces. Some of them have been refufed, in the hour of 
4 « ficknefs, that aflillance which humanity compels us to grant to barbarians and infidels, 

" becaufe 
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M becaufe they would not belie their confciences. Children are torn from the arms of 
" their parents and friends, to be brought up in a religion different from that in which they 
" were born. When we prefer our complaints to the magiftrates, they laugh at us, and 
" even the moll moderate amongfl: them give us evafive anfwers. If we take meafures 
*' for laying our grievances before his majefly, we are treated as rebels." The affembly 
finifhed their manifefto by befeeching the king to fpare the blood of his fubjefts ; by 
conjuring foreign princes to fuccour innocence oppreffed ; and by entreating the Deity to 
have pity on thofe who were hated andperfecuted, on account of the purity of their reli- 
gious principles 3 *. 

This manifefto gave great umbrage to the king, and was even cenfuredby the principal 
leaders of the Proteftant party: but the afTembly of Rochelle, intent on purfuing theu - 
own plan of proceedings, alike difregarded the threats of their enemies, and the advice 
of their friends. They divided the kingdom into diflrifts, to each of which they appoint- 
ed a general; while the office of commander in chief of the Proteftant forces was offered 
to, and refufed by, the duke of Bouillon. Du Pleflis-Mornai, unwilling to fan&ion, by 
his concurrence in the hoftile meafures now adopted by the affembly, proceedings of 
which he had frequently expreffed his difapprobation, made an offer to the king of obferving 
a perfect, neutrality, provided he might be continued in his poll of governor of Saumur. 
The offer was accepted, and the king with his army repaired to that fortrefs, but, re- 
gardlefs of his word, he refolved, at the inftigation of the favourite, to deprive Du Pleffil 
of his government. 

The conftable, anxious to fecure Du Plcflis in his intereft, made him an offer of ont 
hundred thoufand crowns in money, and the rank of marefchal of France, on condition 
that he would refign the government of Saumur; but the propofal was rejeeled with in- 
dignation by that gallant veteran. " Had I loved money" — faid he — " I might now have 
" been worth millions. I am, indeed, more attached to honours and dignities ; but I 
" have ever heen more anxious to deferve them, than to obtain them by importunity and 
" difhoneft means. Neither my honour nor my confcience will permit me to fell the fe. 
" curity and liberty of others". 

It was frequency agitated in the council, whether Lewis fhould or fhould not adhere to 
the refrlution he bad adopted of depriving Du Pleflis of his port. Some of the members 
( expatiated on the inviolable fidelity of that ancient fervant of the late king, and on his 
extreme moderation and prudence in all matters relating to the reformed. They infifted, 
that by dilpofft fling an officer of fuch acknowledged merit, with whofe ferviccs the 
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king had every reafon to be fatisfied, juft grounds of complaint would be- afforded to the 
reformed, who, in that cafe, would be driven to defpair, and would, more than ever, be 
confirmed in the belief, that the king was not bound to keep his faith- with heretics. 
Others, on the contrary, maintained, that the reformed had rendered themfelves unwor- 
thy of being left in poffeffion of any of the cautionary towns. " The conduct of M. 
M Du Pleffis" — faid they — " is, we acknowledge, irreproachable. But he is- a Protcf- 
*' tant, and attached to his religion : that is fufficient. The king can no longer place 
M any confidence in him. How can we tell that evil-defigning pcrfons will not take 
«• advantage of his age, and the facility of his difpofition ? The mode of difpofleffing 
" may be fubject to finifter interpretations ; granted : but we muft fuffer people to fay 
" what they pleafe. Certain meafures which appear unlawful become allowable when 
** adopted for the purpofe of preventing a greater evil. The king's fervice and the pub» 
" lie good rife paramount to every other confideration. 3 V' 

But though thefe fuggeftions were perfectly conformable to the fentiments of the - 
conftable, he was, neverthelefs, afraid of having recourfe to a meafure, that muft appear 
odious and unjuft to every impartial perfon-. A brevet, therefore, was delivered to Da 
Pleffis, by which he was left in pofleffion of the government of the town and caftlc of' 
Saumur, and promifed, in terms the molt pofitive and unequivocal, that, at the expira- 
tion of three months, he fhould be fully reftored to the exercife of all the duties annexed 
thereto. During that interval, which the king deemed fufficient to reduce the aftembly 
of Rochelle to obedience, the count de Sault, grandfon to the duke of Lefdiguiereg, was 
appointed to command in the c.;ftle of Saumur, in which the king ftationed a frefli gar- 
rifon. Sauk was felected for the purpofe, becaufe he, at that time, profefled the Pro- 
teftant religion, and it was intended to deceive the reformed, by making them believe 
that though the king had fecured one of their moft important towns, he had no inten- 
tion of taking it from them, nor of putting it into the hands of the Catholics. Da 
Pleffis, finding his authority to be merely nominal, retired to one of his eftates, fully 
expecting to be reftored to his former power at the expiration of three months; fo eafy 
is it to impofe on a man of candour and probity. He had the mortification to learn, in- 
his retreat, that the members of his church fufpecled him of collufion with the court. 
Satisfied with the teftimony of his own confeience, he ftill continued to ferve them to 
the utmoft of his power ; in a ftiort time all doubts of his fidelity were difpelled, and the- 
moft prejudiced acknowledged that the court had impofed on the candour of a man 
whofe firrccrity and- rectitude were uniinpeached. 

From. Saumur the king haftcned to Thouars, which threw open its gates at his ap- 
proach : Par then ai was equally fubmiffive; and the Proteftant governors of Saint 
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Maixant, Fontenai, Maillezais, Marens, and Niort gave him poffeffion of their refpedtive 
towns. Arnaudwas difpatched with letters from the king to the dukes of Rohan and 
Soubize, who were then at Saint Jean D'Angeli, inviting them to feparate from the af- 
fembly of Rochelle; and, in cafe of refufal, they were affu red, that the fiege of Saint 
Jean D'Angeli fhould be formed before that of any other place. Arnaud was alfo in- 
ftrucled to favour the intrigues of Auriac, who was ported in the neighbourhood of the 
city, with two thoufand men, and who maintained a fecret correfpondence with fome of 
the inhabitants. But the vigilance of Rohan and Soubize fruftrated the machinations 
of Auriac ; Soubize undertook to fuftain the fiege, while his brother repaired to Ro- 
chelle, whence he fent a fupply of provifions and ammunition to Saint Jean D'Angeli, 
with a reinforcement of a thoufand men. Upwards of a hundred gentlemen alfo joined 
Soubize, with a determination to defend the place to the laft extremity 35 . 

Before he left Niort, the king publifhed a fecond declaration againft the affembly of 
the reformed, more violent than the firft. All fuch towns as fhould favour their party 
were to be confidered as in a ftate of rebellion, and to be punifhed by the lofs of their 
privileges. Thofe of Rochelle, Saint Jean D'Angeli, and Montauban were expreisly 
mentioned in the declaration. Lewis forbade all his fubjech of the Proteftant religion 
to adhere to the affembly of Rochelle, or to any other convention, general or private, 
which fhould be holdcn without the king's permiffion, under pain of being proiecuted 
for high-treafon. Laftly, all the reformed, of whatever quality, were ordered to fign a 
juridical a£t, confirmed by an oath, by which they fhould engage to ferve the king 
, againft all thofe who fhould adhere to the affembly of Rochelle, to renounce all communi- 
cation with that affembly, and to difavow all its tranfactions 3S . This declaration occa- 
fioned the moft violent agitation amongft the reformed ; and Du Pleffis wrote to the con- 
ftable to point out the ev il confequences of fuch a proceeding. " Our people" — faid 
he — " look on their ruin as inevitable, and many . of them are preparing to quit the 
" kingdom. The Catholic preachers openly threaten us with an expulfion fimilar to 
" that of the Moors from Spain. They talk as if the deftrudtion of our church was a 
" matter determined on." In order to remove thefe apprehenfions, in fome degree, the 
ex&ution of this declaration was, for a while, fufpended, and the council which the 
king had left at Paris modified the oath it required to be taken. But moft of the magif- 
trates continued to exaiSt it with the utmoft rigour 17 . 

Meanwhile the prince of Conde, who had retired to his government of Berri, dif- 
pleafed at feeing the conftablc at the head of an army, to the command of which he had 
afpired himfelf, reduced, by ftratagem and intrigue, the ftrong fortrefs of Sancerre. The 
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duke ®f Epcrnon entered the province of Beam, with two thoufand men, in order to 
reprefs the attempts of the people, whofe efforts to recover their loft privileges were 
fecretly connived at hy their governor, the marquis de la Force. Unprepared for re- 
fiftance, the Bearnois threw open the gates of their towns, and in lefs than three weeks 
the duke had the fatisfaction of reducing the whole province to obedience, and of com- 
pelling the marquis de la Force to retire into Guienne. In every other quarter the 
king's troops were equally fuccefsful : the Proteftants were every where difarmed, and 
Lewis, in his progrefs, experienced little oppofition until ke came to Saint Jean D'An- 
geli. That place was attacked in form, ahout the end of May, by the king in pcrfon, 
attended by all the officers of ftate, and the chief of the Catholic nobility ; after a vi- 
gorous defence for five-and-thirty days, it furrendered, on condition that the lives and 
property of the inhabitants ftiould be preferved. 

About a month after the reduction of the town Lewis fent a declaration to be regif- 
tered in the parliament of Bourdeaux; in which he ordered the fortifications of Saint 
Jean D'Angeli to be demolifhed, the ditches to be filled up, and the inhabitants to be 
defpoiled of all their privileges. He then repaired to Cognac, with a view of extending 
his progrefs in the province of Guienne. The queen and queen-mother had joined him 
during the fiege; and the former now took the road to Bourdeaux, while M.iry of Me- 
dicis returned to Tours, fo much difcontented with the conftable de Luines, that fhe 
endeavoured to excite the enmity of all the courtiers to whom fhe durft open her mind 
againft him. 

The king himfelf began to be difgufted with the condudr. of his favourite, who af- 
fumed fuch airs of importance as rendered him infupportable to his fovereign. Lewis 
difcovered his fentiments on the fubjecT: to Puifieux, the fecretary of ftate, and to Ar- 
noux, his confeffor ; and the courtiers were too attentive to his motions, not to perceive 
a difference in his behaviour to the conftable 33 . Some of them infinuated that the fa- 
vourite and his two brothers, though of obfeure birth, had obtained the rank of dukes 
and peers; that the revenues of their places, penfions and poffeffions, amounted to ten 
millions of gold, and had rendered them fo rich and powerful, that it would be difficult 
and dangerous for the king himfelf to effecT: their humiliation. Thefe infinuations made 
a ftrong impreffion on the mind of Lewis, which his confeffor, though indebted for his 
promotion to the friendihip of Luines, took no pains to remove. 

While the king was at Cognac, after the fiege of Saint Jean D'Angeli, Luines one 
day entered the caille yard in great pomp, preceded by his guards and his Swifs, and fol- 
lowed by the principal officers of the army. Lewis, who was ftanding at a window 
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■with Baflbmpierre, feeing him approach, faid — " Look, Baflbmpierre ; look, the king is 
«« coming." " Pardon me, Sire,"— faid Baflbmpierre—" it is a conftable beloved by his 
" mafter, whodifplays in the eyes of the world the benefactions and power of the prince 
" to whom he is indebted for his elevation." " You don't know him"— replied Lewis 
— " he thinks I am ftill in his debt : dazzled with the fplendor of his fortune, he wiflies 
" to'play the king, but I {hall find the means of preventing him." " You are very 
" unfortunate, Sire," — returned Baflbmpierre — " in being tormented with fuch ideas; 
" the confiable is no lefs fo in having given rife to them ; and I am ft ill more unfortu- 
" nate, in being felected, by your majefty, as the object of a fimilar confidence. One 
" of thefe days you will have a quarrel ; the next you will be reconciled to each other: 
u and what will be the confequence ? It will terminate like a difpute between a hufband 
" and wife, who, after their reconciliation, mutually agree to difmifs the fervants who 
" have been witnefles to their quarrel. You will confefs to the duke of Luines that 
•* you have made known your difpleafure to me and fome others: and we ftiall all be- 
" come victims of your majefty's confidence." The king promifed with an oath that 
he would never communicate the fubject of their prefent converfation to his favourite, 
even fhould a perfect reconciliation ever take place between them. ** I have only open- 
" ed my mind on the fubject to father Arnoux," — faid Lewis — *■ fay nothing to him 
u about it, and keep it fecret until you have my permiflion to fpeak." " It is not ne- 
*' ceflary, Sire" — replied Baflbmpierre — " to command me tobefilent; the obligation 
" of being fo I impofe on myfelf, fince on that my life and fortune depend." 

The duke of Epernon, to whofe advice and exertions the king had been chiefly in- 
debted for the reduction of Saint Jean D'Angeli, having too much fpirit, or rather too 
much pride, to continue with an army, in which were two officers of rank fuperior to- 
his own, requefted he might beentrufted with fome feparate command. He was, there- 
fore, detached with four thoufand foot and fix hundred horfe, to commence the blockade 
of Rochellc, a fervice peculiarly agreeable to the duke, who held in abhorrence the in- 
habitants of that city 39 . He reduced and placed garrifons in feveral of the circumjacent 
towns, in thecourfe of which operations various fkirrnifhes enfued, but no action occur- 
ml worthy of being recorded in hiftory. 

The death of Du Vair, which happened at this period, afforded to Luines a farther 
opportunity for the difplay of his boundlefs ambition and infatiate avarice. Unlkilled 
in the art of war, and the management of an army, he had already afked and obtained 
the conflable's fwotd ; ignorant of the laws, and regardlefs of the forms of juft'ce, he 
now folicited and acquired the care of the feals. In pofleffion of the firft military, and 
of the lecond magifleFiai, dignity, without any of the requifite qualifications or attain- 

39 Vic du Doc D'Epernon, li tiii.— Bernard, Hifloire de Louis XIII. liv. vi. 
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ments for difcharging the duties of either office, with credit to himfelf, or advantage to 
his country, the diflike which had partially prevailed againft him became general, and 
that which was originally the refult of envy, was now fandYioned by juftice. 

The war into which Lewis had entered with the Hugonots drew the higheft en- 
comiums from the pope, and from the French ecclefiaftics, who ftrenuoufly exhorted him 
to purfue the pious undertaking. Gregory wrote a long and flattering brief to the king 
on the occafion : after praifing him, in the moil; extravagant terms, for placing himfelf 
at the head of his troops, at an age when other princes only think of pleafure and amufe- 
ment, in order to reduce the heretical towns ; " Enjoy" — faid the holy father — " the 
*' glorious reputation you have acquired. Follow God, who combats with you : as you 
'* are now the thunder of war, and the fhield of peace, fo will you hereafter be the praife 
«* of Ifrael, and the glory of the univerfe. From the higheft fummit of our apoftolic 
«« dignity we affift your armies with our heart and affection ; by our ardent and affiduous 
" prayers we draw down the aid of heaven upon you. Although we have no doubt but 
" that your virtue and conftancy will lead you to conclude the work you have begun, 
" fuffer us farther to incite you by our exhortations, in order that it may appear we 
" have the advancement of the true religion, and the augmentation of your glory at 
« heart." 

The pope, eager to promote the total extirpation of herefy, by fire and fword, advifed 
Lewis to fit out a powerful fleet for the reduction of Rochelle ; boldly promifing that 
God would perform miracles in his favour as finking as thofe of the paffage of the Red 
Sea, and of the Jordan. Gregory allured him, that after completing this objeft, he might 
cafily effeft the conqueft of the Eaft, provided he would imitate the conduct of his an- 
ceftois, who had " obeyed the exhortations of the pope as religioufly as the commands 
" of God 4 °." The clergy of France were equally profufe of their commendations, and 
they deputed Cornulier, bifhop of Rennes, to wait on the king, with the offer of a con- 
tribution of a million of gold, deftined for the reduction of Rochelle. 

The duke of Mayenne, after reducing feveral towns in Upper Guienne, joined the 
main armv, which inverted the ftrong fortrefs of Montauban, on the feventeenth of 
Auguft 4 '. The king attended in perfon, but the army was commanded by the conftable, 
who had under him his two brothers, with the dukes of Mayenne, Chevreufe, and 
Lefdiguieres. The count of Schomberg, fuperintendant of the finances, acted as grand- 
mafter of the artillery, and likewife discharged the duties of a lieutenant-genefal. It was 
determined to attack the town in three different quarters: the firft attack was command- 

*> Le Vaflbr, Hiftoire de Louis XHI. torn. iv. liv. xvii. p. 207. * l Gramond, Hiftoria GalJise, lib. x. 
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ed by the king, affifted by the conftablc and his brothers : the fecond by the duke of Mayen- 
ne, and the third by Chevreufe and Lefdiguieres. But the warmth of the attack was equall- 
ed at leaft by the vigour of the defence, conducted by the marquis de la Force, and the count 
D'Orval, fon to the duke of Sully, who had a numerous and brave garrifon under their 
command. The citizens, who fought for their liberty, difplayed equal courage with the 
troops, and were ftimulated to ftill greater exertions by the defire of prefer ving their 
privileges. 

Had the conftable followed the advice of Lefdiguieres, it is pretended the town would 
have been taken, from the want of fuccour, which the length of the fiege had ren- 
dered neceflary ; but attached to his own opinion, r.nd unwilling to be guided by the 
councils of a man of whom he was extremely jealous, he purfued his own fyftem, and 
perfcvered in the fame plan of operations which experience had proved to be ineffica- 
cious. The duke of Mayenne, anxious to fignalize his valour, made two delperate at- 
tacks on the fuburb of Villebourbon, which is feparated from the city by the ftream of 
the Tarn : but he was vigoroufly repulfed in both, and the marquis of Villars, brother to 
the duke, and the marquis of Themines, fon to the marefchal of that name, fell victim* 
to the temerity of their leader. 

The duke of Mavenne is faid to have frequently expreffed a wifh not to outlive thofe 
friends whofe death he juftly afcribed to his own imprudence. His coufin, the duke 
of Guife, who had juft arrived in the camp, went to dine at the duke's, on the eigh- 
teenth of September, accompanied by the count of Schomberg. As Mayenne, who 
had taken his guefts into the trenches, was engaged in fhewing them the different 
works, and in pointing out to them the manner in which he intended to repair the ill- 
fuccefs of his preceding attacks, he was killed by a mufquet-ball, which, after piercing 
Schomberg's hat, entered the duke's eye 4a . 

The neglect to make fines of circumvallation around the town, in purfuance of the 
advice of Lefdiguieres, greatly facilitated the accomplifhment of the project of the duke 
of Rohan for throwing fuccours into Montauban. Allured by deputies from the town 
that a reinforcement of a thoufand or twelve hundred men would enable the garrifon 
to protract the fiege till the approach of winter, the duke determined to make the at- 
tempt. Though the troops had eighteen leagues to march in an enemy's country, two- 
rivers to ford, and two divifions of the royal army, who were apprized of their approach, 
to pafs between, feven hundred of the detachment made good their entrance into the 
town. 

4* Memoires de Deageant, p. 187,288,289 — Journal de Baffnmpieire— Memoires de Pontis, torn. 1. — Bernard, 
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The conflable, greatly embarraffed in confequence of this event, demanded an inter- 
view with the duke cf Rohan, whom he endeavoured, by the raoft liberal offers, to de- 
tach from the intereft of his party. But though he even went fo far as to offer the 
duke a carte-blanche for himfelf and his friends, he could not prevail on him to quit 
-the path which his honour and his confcience pointed out to him. " I fhould be my 
" own enemy" — faid Rohan to the favourite — " if I did not wifh to fecuie the king's 
" good graces, and your friendfhip. 1 fhall never refufe the benefactions of my mailer, 
r< nor the good offices of a kinfman fo powerful as yourfelf. I know the danger to 
** which 1 am expofed: but let me beg you alfo to reflect on your own danger. You 
*' are an object: of hatred to every one, becaufe you alone poffefs what each defires. 
" The ruin of our church is not yet fo near at hand, but that the malecontents may 
" have fufficient time to form parties ; and thofe who will not openly join us will at 
41 leaft agree with us in promoting your downfall. The former wars, on account of 
" religion, were frequently unfuccefsful, on our part, at their comencement, but 
** the natural reftlefsnels of the French ; the difcontents of thofe who are excluded 
" from all fharc in the government ; and the affiftance of foreign powers, almoft in- 
" variably re-eftablifhed our affairs. If you engage the king to give us peace, be- 
" fore the fcale turns, it will be honourable and advantageous for him. The party 
" are humbled, and his majelly's afms have not hitherto fuftained the fmalleft check. 
" By granting us favours, after having humbled us, the king will prove that his object; 
** is not to deltroy our religion but to punifh difobedience ; and having difconcerted all 
H internal factions, he will return to his capital dreaded by every defcription of his fub- 
" jedts. Your influence and power will encreafe, for no one will then dare to oppofe 
" them. But if you pcrfift in pufhing matters to extremities ; if this torrent of pro- 
" fperity, whofe progrefs the city of Montauban feems already to impede, fhould be 
" flopped, that effervefcence which paft fuccefs has occafioned in the minds of the pub- 
*« lie will ceafe. How can vou tell that you may not have difficulties to encounter, 
»« that will fet all your efforts at defiance? Recollect, Sir, that your fucceffes hitherto 
" have been merely the refult of promifes and threats : the reft of our party are fight- 
«' ing for the preservation of the religion we profefs ; and it will be no eafy matter 
" either to vanquifh them, or to gain them over. As for me, I am prepared for the 
** lefs of my property and my polls : if you have retarded that lofs, I am obliged to vou 
" for your interference. But my opinion is fixed, and nothing fhall induce me to 
** forfake it. Neither my confcience, or the folemn promife I have made will allow me 
*' to accept any other propofal than that of a general peace." 

Such was the iffue of this conference, the refult of which was expected with as much 
impatience by either party as was formerly difplayed by the Romans and Carthaginians 
during the interview between Scipio and Hannibal. On the return of Luines to the 
camp, the propofal for a general peace was difcuffed by the council, when a majority of 
the members voted for the continuation of war. The fiege of Montauban, therefore, 
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was prcfTed with vigour, but without effect ; for the duke of Rohan having found means 
to introduce a frefh reinforcement of twelve hundred men; and the king's army hav- 
ing fufTered a diminution of twelve thoufand men, one third of whom deferted, Lewis 
left the camp, and repaired to Touloufe, and the fiege was raifed on the feventh of No- 
vember 4J . 

The nation was at a lofs how to account for the failure of an enterprize, which the 
king commanded in perfon, accompanied by the moft experienced officers, and the beft 
troops in the kingdom. Although the befieged conducted then.felves with great va- 
lour and perfeverance, the aflailants were fo numerous that it was fuppofed the town 
muft inevitably be reduced. Every body feemed difpofed to afcrihe the difappointment 
to the mifcondudt of the conftable, who was accufed of refufing to liften to the ad- 
vice of able generals, and of being only intent on the gratification of his avarice. 
Whatever truth there might be in this charge it gave Luines fo much uneafinefs as to 
occafion a fever, which put a period to his exiftence, on the fourteenth of December, 
three days after the reduction of the fmall town of Monheur in Guienne, by the royal 
army **. The king exprefled but little concern at the death of his favourite, and, after 
giving the neceffary orders for retraining the attempts of the reformed, he took the road 
to his capital. 

The inhabitants of Paris, formerly fo zealous for the League, ftill preferved a certain 
degree of that refpe£l and confideration which they had entertained for the famous duke 
of Mayenne, chief of the powerful party which difputed the throne with the Fourth 
Henry. The Parifians had a great affodtion for the only fon of that idol of the Leaguers, 
and they no fooner heard that he had been killed before a Proteftant town, than they 
openly threatened to revenge his death, by fhedding the blood of the Hugonots. The tu- 
mult became fo ferious that the duke of Montbazon, governor of Paris, found it ne- 
ceffr.ry to adopt meafures, in concert with the parliament, for preventing the reformed 
from being expofed to infult on their way to Charenton, on the following Sunday. But 
their precautions proved fruitlcfs ; the people attacked the Hugonots, on their return, 
"and feveral perfons were killed in the fray. The Protelbnt meeting-houfe at Charen- 
ton was afterwards reduced to afhes. The next day, a frefh tumult occurred in the 
fuburb of Saint-Marcel, and other parts of the city, nor could the punifhment of the 
principal ringleaders reftram the infurgents from the commiffion of farther j&s of vio- 
lence. Some houfes having taken fire, the accident was afcribed to the malice of 
the Hugonots, who wifhed, it was faid, to revenge the deftru&ion of their tem- 

41 Mcmoires du Due tie Rohan, liv. 1.— Journal de Baflbmplerre, torn, t.— Bernard, Hiftoire de Louis XIU. 
liv. 6. *♦ Bernard, Hiftoire de Louis XIII. liv 6— Gramondi Hiftoria Gallia;, lib. ii.— Reccuil des PiecM 
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temple ; and they would have been expofed to the danger of a general maffacre, hut for 
the timely and fpirited interference of the parliament, who declared the reformed to be 
xinder the protection of the king and the magistrates.- 

A. D. 1622.] The death of the conftable de Luincs gave a new face to the affairs of 
the court. Marv of Medicis, releafed from her principal enemy, entertained the moft 
fanguine hopes of being re-admitted to a fhare in the government. But the king was 
afraid, that,, in that cafe, he fhould be obliged to refign to her a part of his authority 
which he had relolved only to partake with his favourites, whom he fuffered to govern 
him during his whole reign. The cardinal of Retz and the count of Schomberg, who 
happened to be near his perfon, at the time of the conftable's death, feemed to have 
availed themfelves of that circumftance, and endeavoured, in conjunction with de Vic, 
the new keeper of the feals, to take the whole management of affairs into their own 
hands. They formed a kind of triumvirate, which aimed at the monopoly of power, but 
proved too weak, and too ill conftructed, to retain the confequence it had affumed. The 
king, in confulting his minifters,. was advifed to forego the refolution he had adopted, 
with regard to the queen-mother, and to grant her the fatisfaction fhe required, left fhe 
might be tempted indirectly to thwart the meafures of the court. Another confideiation 
alfo had weight with the minifters, who thought that her authority might ferve to 
counterbalance that of the prince of Conde, who afpired to be placed at the head of af- 
fairs. Thus the king confented to give Mary of Medicis admiflion into the council, 
but refufed to receive the bifhop of Lucon, from the dread which his minifters enter- 
tained of the ambitious and entcrprizing fpirit of that prelate. Mary feemed contented 
with this mark of refpect on the part of her. fon ; and the more fo, as fhe did not doubt, 
that when fhe fhould once have recovered a part of her former influence, flic fhould find 
it no difficult matter to introduce her partifans into the miniflry, and particularly the. 
bifliop of Lucon, whofe promotion fhe had very much at heart. 

The winter was paffed in devifing means for carrying on the war againft the Protef- 
tants, which all the zealous Catholics, or fuch as pretended to be fo, earneftly advifed 
the king to purfue, without paying much attention to the good of the ftate. Some 
few, indeed, voted for peace, in order to fpare the lives of a multitude of perfons who 
fc-ll victims to party-rage, in the different provinces ; but their advice was unfortunate- 
ly neglected. The prince of Conde was one of thofe who were moft ftrenuous in their 
exhortations to continue the war ; though the motives of fuch conduct cannot eafily be 
devifed.. Hitherto he had given the public no reafon to believe that his zeal for reli- 
gion could have influenced his opinion, nor did he poffefs that courage, lkill, or experi- 
ence in martial atchievements which could juftify his anxiety to appear at the head of an 
army. The numerous infurrections and difturbances to which he had given rife, afford- 
ed no grounds for believing that he was actuated by a concern for the welfare of the 

ftate; 



2o8 HISTORY OP FRANCE. [l622. 

ftate 4S . Corfini, the pope's nuncio, anxious to difcover the fecret motives of the prince's 
conduit, was told by an intimate friend of his highnefs, that he was weak enough to 
be influenced by n prediction, formerly made, that, at the age of thirty-four, he would 
become king of France. He was now three-and-thii ty, and it was fuppofed that he 
wifhed to have the command of an army, that he might be in a condition to affert his rights 
when the period, at which the prediction was to be accomplifhed, fhould arrive. He 
had before taken up arms,. on the ftrength of a fimilar prediction, during the regency of 
the queen-mother; and as he was known to place great faith in judicial aftrology, it 
was not improbable that he fhould again difplay the fame weaknefs. Monfieur, the 
king's brother, having been dangeroufly ill the year before, and the king himfelf being 
in a bad ftate of health, the prince of CoikIc thought it neceffary to be always in a fitu- 
ation to fecure the crown, in cafe Lewii and his brother fhould die. It was even faid, 
that he meant to lead them into danger during this campaign, in order that his hopes 
might be the more f^eedily fulfilled. 

The duke of Rohan had been bufily employed, during the winter, in collecting the 
fcattered forces of his party, and in exhorting the Hugonots, in the fouthern provinces of 
France, to that unanimity of exertion without which their deftruction was inevitable. 
At the approach of fpring he received a meflage from the duke of Lefdiguieres, defiring 
a conference, with a view to fettle, if poflihle, the conditions of peace. They accord- 
ingly met at Laval, when the duke of Rohan propofed the following terms: — The re- 
ftitution of all the cautionary towns ; the liberty of holding affemblies, religious and po- 
litical ; the continuation of the funis granted for the fupport of the minifters and the 
pay of thegarrifons ; and a compenfation for the lofles fuftained by fucli of the Pioteftant 
nobility as had been deprived of their places or poffeffions for having fupported the af- 
fcmbly of Rochelle in the defence of their liberty and religion 46 . Lefdiguieres pretended 
to confent, in the king's name, to all thefe propofals, excepting only the reftitution of 
Saumur, and foine towns in Poitou, which Lewis had determined to keep. Unable to 
exceed the bounds prefcribed by his majefty, he agreed with the duke of Rohan that 
this difficulty fhould be determined between the king's minifters and the Proteftant 
nobility and deputies of provinces, whom Buillon, councillor of Hate, undertook to 
conduct to court, and prefent to the king. Meanwhile advice was fent to the dukes of 
Bouillon, Tremouille, and Sully, the marquis de la Force, and the general aflembly at 
Rochelle, of the negotiation opened between Rohan and Lefdiguieres ; and they were 
all invited to fend deputies to court, to co-operate with thofe of the duke of Rohan, and 
of the provinces under his command. 

*i Memorie recondite di Vittorio Sir), torn. p. 404. 46 Memoires du Due de Rohan, Jiv. ii.— Hiftoire 
du Connetable de Lefdiguieres, liv. xi. ehap. 3, 
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As foon as the prince of Conde and his partifans were apprized of this circumflance, 
fearful that an accommodation might be concluded, they exerted every artifice their 
ingenuity could devife, to make the king leave Paris without farther delay. They 
were apprehenfive that Lewis might be induced to liften to the propofals of the de- 
puties, if the chancellor Silleri, and the prefident Jeannin, who preffed him to give 
peace to his fubjeiSts, fhould happen to be near his perfon, at the time of their arrival. 
The prince ; cardinal Retz ; and the count of Schomberg reprefented to Lewis, that 
Soubize, brother to Rohan, having made himfelf mafter of Lower Poitou during the 
winter, and the Proteftants having recovered feveral of the places which had been taken 
from them in Guienne, during the laft campaign ; they would demand exorbitant Con- 
ditions ; that his majefty ought to make peace with rebellious fubjecls with arms in his 
hands; that he fhould previoufly retake what had been loft, during his abfence, in Gui- 
enne and Poitou ; and even reduce men, who had fo long and obftinately perfevered in 
their revolt, humbly to implore the clemency of their fovereign. It was generally ex- 
pected that the king would pafs the Eafter holidays at Paris, but the prince of Conde and 
his adherents exerted themfelvcs fo fuccefsfully that they: prevailed on him to quit the 
capital the week before 47 . 

It is not known whether the prince and his party had any rcafon to apprehend that 
the queen-mother and the old minifters of ftate would engage the king to pafs the 
Eafter at Paris, and, during that interval, prevail on him to conclude a peace : be that 
as it may, Lewis left his palace fecretly, and by a private door, on the evening of 
Palm-Sunday, after attending vefpers. This extraordinary mode of departure created 
general furprize, as it rather appeared to be the effect of violence, than the confequence 
of a preconcerted plan. He haftened to Orleans, where he remained till his officers and 
houfhold had joined him. 

Lewis had left his capital with fuch precipitation, that he had no time to -fettle his 
plan of operations for the enfuing campaign. The perfons who wifhed for a continua- 
tion of the war were only anxious to accelerate his departure from Paris, and to keep 
him at a diftance from the old minifters, who wifhed to promote the reftoration of 
tranquillity. On the king's arrival at Blois, it was debated in the council, whether, 
changing his road, he fhould go to Lyons, and pafs from thence to Languedoc, or, fol- 
lowing the courfe of the Loire, fhould firft march towards Lower Poitou. Notwith* 
(landing the forces which the king had left in that country, under the duke D'Epernon, 
the count of Rochefoucaut, and the marquis of Saint-Luc ; Soubize, with a body of 
two thoufand men, took the ifle of Oleron, the city of Roian, the tower of Mournach, 
and feveral other places; the confternation wasfogreat in the circumjacent country, that 
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there was every profpedt of his remaining mailer of the field, unlefs a fufficient force 
were raifed to oppofe his army, which daily encreafed. Soubize had firft made an ex- 
curfion into Saintonge, in order to give a little more liberty to the inhabitants of Ro- 
ehelle, who were preiTed pretty clofe. But his fuccefs in this attempt did not anfwer 
his expectation. The duke of Epemon fent orders to Rochefoucaut and Saint-Luc, who 
commanded in Upper and Lower Poitou, to repair to his afTiftance with all the troops they 
had with them. They accordingly obeyed, in compliance with the inductions they had 
received from the king previous to his return to Paris. Soubize, unable to contend 
with their united forces, left Saintonge and entered Poitou, whither he was followed 
by 9taint-Luc and Rouchefoucaut ; but his army having by this time encreafed to 
near eight thoufand men, they were obliged to write to the duke of Epernon to de- 
mand a reinforcement. The duke, however, replied, that he could' not leave his govern- 
ments expofed to the invafion of the Hugonots, who had acquired a fuperiority in 
Guienne as well as in Poitou. 



The king, apprized of the duke's refufal, fcnt him, by exprefs, the moft pofitive orders 
to enter Poitou, with all the troops under his command, but thefe orders were neglected 
by Epernon ; and a fecond exprefs with a command ftill more peremptory than the firft, 
was treated with equal contempt. His indignation at this aft of difobedience was one 
of the principal motives which induced Lewis to direct his march into Poitou. 

During the winter, the face of affairs in Guienne had fomewhat changed ; and the 
Proteftants, recovered from their conilernation, evinced a difpofition to defend themfelves 
with more courage and vigour than they had difplayed in the preceding campaign. 
Moft of the towns which had been reduced by the king were retaken. The garrifon of 
Montauban furprized the fmall town of NegrepelifTe, and the foldiers of the regiment of 
Vailhac were inhumanly malTacred. The duke of Sully, who had retired to his eftate in 
Querci, had fent to allure the king of his fidelity ; but being now befieged by his fon the 
countof Orval, in the town of Figeac, he apprized the marefchal dc Themines of his fitua- 
tion, and warned him of the neceffity of immediately flopping the progrefs of the Pro- 
\eflant arms. The marquis of Luzignan took Clerac by furprize, through, the negli- 
gence of a magiftrate of the parliament of Bourdeaux, who was fuperintending the 
demolition of the fortifications. La Force, the elder, having expelled Theobon from 
Sainte-Foi, under a pretence that he maintained a correfpondence with the court, made 
himfelf mafter of that town, as well as of Tonneins ; while his fon fecured Monflan- 
quin in Agenois. Laftly, Favas, whom the affcmbly of Rochtlle had appointed general 
of a part of Lower Guienne, made a defcent on the country of Medoc, and took feveral 
places in the vicinity of Bourdeaux, which enabled them to open a communication with 
the dillridl of Albret. Gafcony and Bearn 
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The duke of Elbeuf, who commanded the king's troops in Lower Guicnnc, exerted 
himfelf to impede the progrefs of the reformed. After reducing the cattle of Duias, 
being joined by the marefchal de Theinines, he laid fiege to Tonneins, which had beea 
retaken by the marquis de la Force. Monpouillan, fon to the maiquis, defended the 
place with a degree of fkill and courage which could fcarcely have been expected from 
a man who had juft entered upon his military career 4 *. But La Force having twice 
failed in his attempt to introduce fuccours into the town, and the befiegers having re- 
ceived frefh reinforcements from Bourdeaux, the garrifon was at laft compelled to capi- 
tulate. Monpouillan died foon after of a wound he had received during the fiege. Af- 
ter his death, and the reduction of Tonneins, the zeal of his father in defence of the 
Proteftant religion began to flacken, and the defeat of Soubize, and the rapid progrefs 
of the king's troops, induced him to liften to the advantageous propofals that were mad* 
him by the prince of Conde. 

From Blois Lewis had repaired to Nantes, where he declared the prince of Conde his 
lieutenant-general, and the marefchals Praflin and de Vitri received orders to aft un- 
der him. The count of Rochefoucaut had pofted himfelf in an advantageous fituation, 
in order to oppofe the retreat of Soubize, who was entrenched in the ifles of Lower 
Poitou. But the danger of attacking the Proteftants was great, as the only poflible time 
for making the attempt was midnight, when it would be low water, and the paflage 
would be fordable. The generals were alarmed at the danger, but the perfonal intrepi- 
dity of the king compelled them to difmifs their apprehenfions ; and, at the appointed 
hour, the whole army made good their landing on the ifles, and drew up in order of 
battle. 

On the approach of the royalifts, the duke of Soubize was feized with a panic ; and 
though his army was little inferior to the king's, and poflefled the advantage of a ftrong 
poft, defended by a numerous train of artillery, he only confulted his perfonal fafety, 
and endeavoured to effect his efcape before the appearance of day. But his retreat was 
fo ill-conducted, that his infantry were expofed to the fire of the enemy, and fo dread- 
ful was the carnage, that of eight thoufand only four hundred were faved ; nor were the 
cavalry much more fuccefsful, fmce but fifty, of eight hundred, were able to reach Ro- 
chelle s- . 

After the reduction of Lower Poitou, Lewis continued his inarch towards Guienne, 
whence he intended to proceed to Languedoc. The deputies, conducted by Buillon, 
councillor of ftate, with the propofal for a peace, which had been concerted at the in- 
terview between the dukes of Rohan and Lefdiguieres, met the king at Niort. The 

if 
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defeat of Soubize ; the negociation opened with the marquis de la Force ; and the fiege 
of Roian, commenced by the duke of Epernon, had given fuch fpirits to the prince of 
Conde, and all thofe who wifhed for a continuation of the war, that they expatiated, 
with the utmoft violence, in the council, on the impropriety of receiving the propofals 
of the deputies 51 . Other conditions were propofed, and the deputies were referred for 
an anfwer, firft to the queen-mother and then to the chancellor de Silleri ; but this- 
was done merely for the purpofe of protracting the negociation, and giving the king- 
time to reduce the provinces of Guienne and Languedoc. 

On the king's arrival at St. Jean d'Angeli, he learnt that the duke of Epernon had" 
withefrawn his forces from before the town of Roian ; the fiege of which fortrefs Lewis 
renewed in perfon, and after an obftinate refiflance compelled the garrifon to furrender 
at difcretion. Then proceeding to Sainte-Foi, of which the marquis de la Force wa9 
governor, he concluded a treaty with that nobleman, who refigned the town to him, 011 
condition of receiving a pecuniary compenfation of two hundred thoufand crowns, and the , 
rank of marefchal of France. The duke of Rohan, fpeaking of the accommodation,, 
laid — " M. de la Force has gained a marefchal's ftafF, while I have loft my govern- 
" ments. I do not envy his good fortune, and I am willing to acknowledge that he has 
" more prudence than myfelf 5 V 

Aftei-the reduction of various places of little importance, rhe royal army invefted Ne- 
grepelifle, a fmall townbelonging totheduke of Bouillon, whofe inhabitants had maflacred' 
a detachment of the regiment of Vailhac, which the king had quaitered upon then* 
the preceding winter. Lewis, to revenge this deed, determined to take the place by af- 
fault, and put the citizens to the fword. " You have my order" — laid he to his officers 
— «' to give no quarters to the inhabitants of Negrepelifle ; thofe people have infulted 
iC me ; and I'll have them treated as they have treated others." The inhabitants de- 
fended the entrance of their town with great courage, and refilled, as long as it was 
poffible, the king's troops, who were ftimulated by a thirft for revenge and the hope of 
plunder. At length, overpowered by numbers, they afked for quarter; and this being 
refufed, they unanimoufly exclaimed, u We will die, then, like men of honour, and 
** fell our lives dearly." They fulfilled their words, and continued fighting bravely to- 
the laft S3 . The town was reduced to afhes ; twelve men who had efcaped the general 
maff.icrc, being conduced before the king, were told by Lewis, that they deferved to be 
hanged ; and having no hopes of moving a prince who feemed to have renounced every 
fenttinfint of humanity, they only requefted the favour of being fufpended to the trees 

5' Memoires du Due de Rohan, liv. ii. — Journal de Baffbmpierre, torn. ii. — Bernard, Hiftoire de Louit XIII., 
llv. vii. 5* Difcours du Due de Rohan fur la Paix faite devant Montpellier. 53 Bernard, Hiftoire de Louir 
XUI. liv. viii— Memoires de Fuyfegur, torn, i.— Memoires de Pcntis, torn, i.— Journal di Baflbmpierre, torn. ii. 
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in their own gardens. This fingular requeft was complied with, and the grand provoft 
fuperintended the execution 5 *: the town being abandoned, by the king, to the licentious 
rage of a brutal foldiery, the chaltity of the women was violated, and every fpecies of 
excefs, ufual on fuch occafions, committed. Baffbmpierre, in his journal, gives the fol- 
lowing laconic account of the tranfadYion. — "We took Negrepeliffe after fome refift- 
** ance ; every body was killed, except fome few men who efcaped to the cafHe, and the 
** women. Some of thefe laft were ravifhed ; and others fubmitted to their fate with a 
** good grace." But the condudt of the courtiers on this occafion feems to have deferved 
the higheft commendation ; and the names of the duke of Chevreufe j of Pontis, then, 
young in the fervice ; and of Roger, one of the king's attendants ; have been recorded 
by hiftorians as peculiarly deferving of pTaife, for exertions of continence and genero- 
fity, in redeeming from the foldiers, by the payment of confulerable fums', the deftined 
victims of their luft, and reftoring them unpolluted to their difconfolate mothers. 

Saint-Antonin, a town fituated on the river Aveyron, was next attacked, and, after 
a fliort refiftance,. furrendered at difcretion ; when a Proteftant minifter, with a few of 
his followers, was executed ; but the reft of the inhabitants were fpared on paying a> 
ranfom ss . Soon after the reduction of this town, the king repaired to Touloufe ; and. 
during his ftay at that city the duke of Lefdiguieres bartered his religion for the confta- 
ble's fword. The marquis of Chaillon likewife quitted the Proteftant party, on re- 
ceiving the rank of marefchal of France- 
Several fmaller towns experienced the fate of Saint-Antonin, and among others Lunel,, 
where the capitulation was fo ill-obferved, that the royalifts, in fight of the marefchal 
de Praflin, not only ftripped the garrifon, as they marched out, but put four hundred of 
them to the fword. The only redrefs that was obtained for this adf. of injuftice, was 
the execution of eight foldiers, who returned to the town laden with the fpoilsof thofe 
they had killed in violation of the faith plighted by the generals. Soon after the king 
made his entrance into Aigues-Mortes, which was furrendered to him by the marquis 
of Chatillon; and this inftance of treachery, together with the rapid progrefs of the 
royalifts, induced the reformed to wifh for an accommodation. 

As the Hugonots offered to lay down their arms, on condition of receiving a general; 
amnefty for the paft, and liberty of confeience for the future, it was generally fuppofed- 
that a peace would be fpeedily concluded. But an unforefeen obftacle occafioned the 
attainment of this defirable object to be confiderably retarded. The inhabitants of 
Montpellier refufed to admit the king into that city, though they offered to receive the- 

*♦. Le Vaffor,tom.iv. liv. xviii. p. 4 l6 « 55 Memoires de Puyfegur, torn, i.— Bernard, Hiftoire d« Louis XIH;. 
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conftable with any nnmber of troops he might chufe to bring with him. This refufal 
proceeded from arr affertion of the prince of Conrlc's, frequently repeated, that if the 
king entered Montpellier, he would refign it to pillage. The majority of the council 
were of opinion that the requeft of the inhabitants fliould be complied with ; but the 
advice of the prince of Conde and Baflbmpierre, that the king Should not fubmit to fuch 
a degradation as the refufal of admiflion into one of his own towns, prevailed, and the 
conditions were rejected. The fiege of Montpellier was accordingly commenced, and 
purfued with great refolution ; though the lofs fuftained by the royalifts was fo great 
as, for fome time, to render the iflue of it doubtful. But the king having received con- 
siderable reinforcements, and the duke of Rohan finding it impoflible to introduce fuc- 
cours into the town ; the inhabitants confented to furrender, on condition that the king 
fliould leave none of his own troops in the place. The articles of the capitulation, 
however, were violated, as Lewis, on his departure, left two regiments in gnrrifon ; but 
the reformed were too weak to renew the war in confequencc of this infraction. 

Meanwhile the fiege of Rochclle had been carried on with great vigour bv the count 
of Soiflbns, with an army of ten thoufand foot, and fix hundred horfe, while the duke 
of Guife blocked up the port with a fleet of five-and-forty fhips of war, and ten gal- 
lies 5 *. But the Rochellers having been defeated in a naval combat oft" the ilk of Rhe* 
became anxious for a peace, which was, accordingly, concluded at Montpellier on the 

nineteenth of October. The principal articles contained in the treaty were thefe : A 

frefh confirmation of the ed'nSt of Nantes, as well as of all the fubfequent declarations, 
fecret articles, and other conceffions made to the reformed : the re-eftablifhment of the 
two religions on the fame footing on which they flood before the war: the liberation of 
the prifoners on either fide without ranfom : a general amnefty, by which every perfon 
fhould be reftored to the pofleffion of his places and eftates ; and the privilege of holding 
ecclefiaftical affemblies, confiflorics, and fynods, provincial and national. The reform- 
ed, however, were prohibited from convening political afTemblies without exprefs permif- 
fion from the king. The edift of pacification was regiftered in the parliament of Paris 
.on«the tvventy-fecond of November ST . 

The king exprefTed great fatisfa&ion at the conclufion of a treaty winch releafed his 
kingdom from the calamities of civil commotions. He made a tour through the fouthern 
provinces of his dominions, and, on his arrival at Avignon, he had a conference with the 
duke of Savoy on the affairs of the Valteline. The Spaniards had neglected to comply 
with the articles of the treaty of Madrid, and had even taken up arms for the purpofe of 
keeping pofleffion of the country. The archduke Leopold, count of Tirol, had alfo 

i* Bernard, Hiftoire ,le Louie XIII. liv. ix-Vittorio Siri, Memorie recondite, pa*.^, 416, 417. 57Me'moir« 
du Due de Rohan, liv. z— Journal de Baflbmpierre, torn, ii^iernard, liv. ix. 
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feized a particular diflridl, belonging to the Grifons. The two princes, at this inter- 
view, refolved to oppofe thefe ufurpations by force of arms, and having fent for the 
Venetian amhaflador to the court of France, they adopted the project of a league, 
(which was concluded in the month of February in rhe following year) between Lewis, 
the duke of Savoy, and the republic of Venice, the object of which was the cxpulfion of 
the Spaniards from the Valtelihe. The court of Spain, on the news of this formidable 
combination, applied to the pope, infilling that he fhould prevent the French from ad- 
hering to the refolution they had adopted; while the king of France threatened to 
carry his arms into Italy, unlefs his holinefs would compel the Spaniards to fulfil the 
. treaty of Madrid. 

When Lewis reached Lyons, the marriage of Gabrielle, daughter to Henry the 
Fourth, by the marchionefs of Verneuil, with the marquis of Valette, fon to the duke 
of Epernon, was celebrated with great pomp and magnificence. The king gave his 
filler a portion of two hundred thoufand crowns, and half that fum was added by the 
marchionefs of Verneuil. D unng the rejoicings that took place on this occaiion, the 
biihop of Lucon received, from the hands of the king, the cardinal's hat, which had 
been fent him by pope Gregory the Fifteenth. The death of the cardinal of Retz, 
which occurred during the lafl cimpaign, had occafioned two vacancies ; one in tha 
facred college, and the other in the king's council; to both of which Richelieu afpired ; 
but for the prefent he could only obtain the firll. He returned thanks to the king in. 
prefence of the whole court, and exprefled, in a particular manner, his gratitude to the 
queen-mother: but though he continued to attach himfelf to that princefs with the 
fame afliduity as before, his gratitude only lafted as long as he found *her friend/hip of ufe 
to him. , 

A. D. 1623.] The commencement of this year was rendered remarkable by the death 
of the preiident Jeannin, and the duke of Bouillon ; the latter of whom left two fons : 
theeldefl fucceeded to the title of his father, and the latter was vifcount of Turenne.. 
The duke of Rohan having followed the king to court, obtained, by repeated felicita- 
tions, an order from Lewis to the marquis of Valence, commander of the troops that 
had been left in Montpellier, to withdraw the garrifon, and to fulfil the terms of the late 
treaty. But Valence had received private orders to pay no attention to this command;, 
and he even> went fo far as to place a guard at the refidence of the duke of Rohan, under 
pretence of preventing that nobleman from making any attempts to dilluib the tranquil- 
lity of a city, by the inhabitants of which he was univerfally efteemed. This affair 
made great noife at court ; and the king, afhamed of fo flagrant an a£l of injufiice, was 
obliged to confent to the releafe of the duke; but on condition that he fhould not return 
to Montpellier, without his exprefs permiflion iS . The inhabitants loudly complained 
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of this arbitrary conduct, which they juftly confidered as a inanlfefl: yiolatbn of the 
treaty of peace. 

The Rochellers were equally difcontented with the behaviour of the king's officers, 
•who pofitively refufed to obferve the ftipulations of the treaty with regard to themfelves. 
A fort, called Fort Louis, had been conftru£ted, during the war, in the vicinity of the 
town, which greatly incommoded the inhabitants, who, at the peace, infifted on the in- 
fertion of an article in the treaty, which provided for its demolition. But Arnaud, go- 
vernor of the fort, far from enforcing the execution of this article, had confiderably ex- 
tended the fortifications, under pretence of giving employment to his troops. The Ro- 
chellers difpatched deputies to the king, to remonftrate on the injuftice of the proceeding; 
and a letter was delivered to them by Lewis, addrefTed to Arnaud, and containing an 
order to complete the demolition of the fort, within a given time : but the fame dupli- 
city was obferved on this occafion as the former; the order was fecretly countermanded, 
and the fort remained to furnifh matter for frefh conteftations. 

In vain did the reformed, who were juftly difpleafed with fuch a difhoncft fyftem of 
policy, endeavour to reap the advantages they had hoped to fecure by the late treaty. 
Their deputies-general prefented a cahicr to the king, containing two-and-twenty arti- 
cles : they requefted that commiflioners of either religion might be fent into the pro- 
vinces to enforce the execution of the edicts : that the garrifon of Montpellier might be 
withdrawn : and that, in conformity to the brevet which had been granted to the inhabi- 
tants of that city, no innovation might be attempted in the election of their confuls : 
that Fort Louis fhould be demolifhed: that fuch of the reformed as had been fent to the 
gallies during the late commotions fhould be releafcd : that the funis promifed for the 
difcharge of the falaries of the minifters; for the payment of penfions ; and for the 
troops in garrifon in the Proteftant towns, fhould be immediately advanced, together with 
all arrears ; that the king fhould eftablifh a fund for the fupport of the minifters in the 
country of Gex ; for rebuilding the temples at Charenton and other towns, which had been 
burned by the populace in 162 1: that the temple at Bourg fhould be re-eftablifhed : 
that the Proteftant inhabitants of Villemur, Fontenai, Lucon, Talmont, Surgeres, and 
of feveral other towns, fhould be allowed the privilege of publickly profeiTing their reli- 
gion : that thofe of Poitiers fhould be releafed from the payment of twelve hundred 
livres, which had been impofed on them for the fupport of the garrifon which the king 
had placed in that city ; that the reformed religion fhould be rc-eftablifhed in Navar- 
reitll : that the temples, clocks, and burial-places, formerly belonging to the Proteftants, 
fhould be reftored to them : that the Proteftants fhould be exempted from the payment 
of contributions levied for the conftru&ion of Catholic churches; and laftly, that, in 
order to promote the perfect re-eftablifhmcnt of harmony and concord, all the troops 
which his majefty had left in Languedoc, the Cevennes, and feveral other diftridts, fhould 
be withdrawn. 
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Moft of thofe demands were eluded by the miniftry, and the reformed had great reafon 
to believe that peace would prove as fatal to them as war. They could obtain' no jut- 
ticc from the court, who thought to conceal, beneath proteftations of finccrity, the de- 
fign they had formed for completing the deftruction of the Proteflant faith i0 . Convinc- 
ed that the reformed, as difcontented as ever, would not fail, in their fynods, to devife 
fome means of avoiding the oppreffion with which they were threatened, Lewis re- 
folved to prevent thofe aflemblies from entering into any difcuffion, except on matters of 
religion and church difcipline. He publifhed a declaration, by which it was enacted, that 
in future all Proteflant fynods fhould be holden in prefence of'one of the king's offi- 
cers, of the fame perfuafion, to be appointed by his majefty, or by the governors of the 
provinces. As it was no difficult matter to find an officer of this description wholly at 
the devotion of the court, it was conceived that all difcuffions but fuch as were agree- 
able to the king and the miniftry would be avoided. 

The Catholic inhabitants of Montpellier had joined the Proteflants in their folicita- 
tions to have the garrifon withdrawn from that city ; but at the fame time they reauefted 
that a citadel might be conftrucled to keep the Hugonots in awe. Theie laft, juftly con- 
fidering this attempt as an infraction of the laft treaty, complained to the king; and as 
no fteps were taken for giving them fatisfacYion, they refuled to difband their troops, 
particularly thofe regiments which were ftationed in the environs of Rochelle and 
Montpellier. In coufequence of fuch refufal, Lewis iffiued a declaration, which was rc- 
giftered tn_the parliament of Paris, in the month of November, containing an afturance 
that it was his intention ftriclly to obferve all the edicts and articles granted in favour of 
the reformed ; foibidding them to make any preparations for war, under pain of being 
treated as difturbers of the public tranquillity; and commanding his commiffioners to 
remain in the provinces until all the promifes he had made to his Proteftant fubjects 
were fulfilled. But this declaration produced no kind of effect, and indeed it appeared 
to be merely calculated for the purpofe of deception. 

About this time died Du Pleffis-Mornai, univerfally lamented by his party, whofe re- 
ligion he had ably defended, as well by his conduct as by his writings. He had in vain 
folicited to be reftored to his government of Saumur ; but though the kinc had made 
him a moft folemn promife on that head, he made no fcrupleto break his word; and the 
only fatisfaction Du Pleffis could obtain, was a pecuniary compenfation of one hundred 
thoufand livres, which the debts he had contracted in the king's fervice compelled him 
to accept. 

A. D. 1624.] Mary of Medicis, not content with having procured for Richelieu the 
dignity of cardinal, was anxious to obtain for him a feat in the privy-council. She en- 
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tertained hopes, that a man of his addrefs and knowledge in the conduct of important 
affairs would acquire a fuperiority over the other members, and be able to defend the 
interefts, and maintain the authority of a bencfadlrefs, on whom his own prefervatioft 
depended. The chancellor Silleri, and his- fon Puifieux, fecretary of ftate, whole power 
at that time was almofl abfolute, exerted their utmoft efforts to thwart the attempts of 
the queen-mother to introduce the cardinal into theminiftry ; and the king himfelf fa- 
voured their defigns; for he was fo prejudiced againft. Richelieu, that the moft enlight- 
ened courtier* were of opinion that his mother would never be able to furmount his re- 
pugnance to employ a man to whofe name he invariably annexed the epithet, Cheat.. 
When preffed on the fubject by Mary, he replied — " Both you and I have great reafon to* 
" miftruft the artful difpofition and profound ambition of the perfon you wifh to re- 
** commend. I know him better than you, madam 60 ." The queen-mother entertained' 
fo high an opinion of her favourite, that fhe coniidered as mere calumny all the reports 
that prevailed to his prejudice. 

Convinced that Mary would never fuceeed in her applications, fo long as Silleri and 
Puifieux fhould continue to enjoy any portion of credit and authority, Richelieu per- 
funded her to encourage the attempts of their enemies to promote their difgrace. Thft, 
prince of Conde was among the number, becaufe he confidered them as the chief promo- 
ters of the peace of Montpellier, the conclufion of which had induced him to retire 
from court, whither he now repaired but feldom. The count of SoiiTons was equally 
hoftileto them, as he fufpefled them of having diffuaded the king from giving him the 
hand of his filler Henrietta. The duke of Bcllegarde was their enemy from motives of 
Intcreft: Toiras, who had begun to infinuate himfelf into the good graces of the 
king, was equally eager for their deftruction ; and the two powerful houfes of Guife and 
Montmorenci, having received fbme caufc of offence from Puifieux, joined the party 
againft him. 

The marquis of Vieuvillc, though indebted fo the chancellor and his fon for his 
jpomotinn to the port of fuperintendant of the finances, unmindful of the obligation, 
contributed his endeavours to render them fufpc&cd and odious to the king.. He repre- 
sented them as per fon s more anxious to pleafe the pope, and to foothc the court of Madrid, 
than to promote the intcrefl of their mafter ; and Lewis, who, as we are told by the 
duke of Rohan, was more eafily perl-iaded to think ill, than to think well, of any man,, 
lent a favourable ear to his fuggeilions, and fecretly refolved on the difmiflion of the 
chancellor and the fecretary of ftate. Silleri was warned by Baflbmpierre of the de- 
cline of his credit ; but, unwilling to believe what he dreaded to experience, he, for fome 

«• Mcmoires du Dhc dc Rohan, Iiv. iii.— Journal de Baflbmpierre, torn, ii.— Vittorio Siri, Memorie recondite, 
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time, rcfiftcd the fhength of that teftimony which flafhed conviction on every mind but 
his own. At length, however, the diminution of his influence became too apparent to 
be doubted ; and, refolved to avert the difgrace of a formal difmiflion, he waited on the 
king, and begged him, in confideration of his advanced age, to accept his refignation of 
the feals, which were immediately given to Aligre 61 . The difgrace of Puifieux follow- 
ed foon after. 

Mary of Medlcis, more anxious than ever for the elevation of cardinal Richelieu, 
refolved to profit by the change in the miniftry to introduce him into the council. She 
often founded Vieuviile on the fubjecT:, who profefled to be wholly devoted to her fer- 
vice ; but the fuperintendant had as great an objection as his mafler to place Richelieu 
in a fituation where he would fuffer no equal, much lefs a fuperior. Harafled by the 
inceflant felicitations of the queen-mother, Vieuviile endeavoured to perfuade the king to 
fend Richelieu to Rome; and his majefty appeared ftrongly difpofed to confent to this 
fcheme, but he was fearful of giving too great offence to Mary of Medicis. This ob- 
jection Vieuviile obviated, by telling him that he might recall Barbin from exile, who 
was a great favourite of Mary's, and who would be much lefs troublefome than the car- 
dinal. The fuggeftion met with the approbation of Lewis ; who went to Compiegne, 
Tinder pretence of taking the amufement of the chace, but in reality with a view to 
fend an order from thence, for the immediate departure of Richelieu to Rome. The 
queen-mother, however, having received intelligence of his defign, followed her fon to 
Compiegne, accompanied by the cardinal. Her firft object was to obtain the confent of 
Vieuviile to the adiniffion of her favourite into the council ; and flie endeavoured to 
quiet the apprehenfions of the fuperintendant, by promifing him that the cardinal 
fhould do nothing without his advice and approbation. " Madam," — faid Vieuviile, 
overcome by the ardent felicitations of Mary — " you require what will infallibly occa- 
«* fion my ruin ; and I know not but your majefty may one day repent the promotion of 
** a man, with whofe difpofition you are not yet fufficiently acquainted. Since you 
** demand of me this mark of my fubmiflion to your will, I rather chufe to rilk my 
41 fortune, than to lofe the honour of your friendftiip *V 

Vieuviile then reprefented to the king that he muff either admit the cardinal to a feat 
in the council, or come to an open rupture with his mother: " All that your majefly 
** can now do"- — faid he — "is to impofe certain reftricYions that may prevent the incou- 
** veniences which this reftlefs and ambitious fpirit is capable of giving rife to." It was 
therefore agreed, that the cardinal fhould take his feat at the council board, but that he 
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mould only give his opinkms on fuch affairs as were fubmitted to be difcufTed by the 
members ; that he mould tranfact no bufinefs, at his own refidence, with foreign ambof- 
f.idors; and that he fhould grant no public audience, as all former minifters had done. 
The elevation of Richelieu, and the confequent augmentation of the queen-mother's 
authority, gave great offence to the prince of Conde, who refufed the king's invitation 
to return to court, and perfifted in his determination to remain in his government 
of Berri. 

Richelieu, whofe admiffion into the council forms a new epoch in the reign of Lewis^ 
difplayed an uncommon affectation of modefty at the commencement of his adminiflra- 
tion. Were his affertions worthy of credit, we mufl believe, that it was not the king 
but the cardinal himfelf who had prefcribed the reftrictions above mentioned. He pre- 
tended to be fond of retirement, and averred that his health was fo bad as to render it 
impoffible for him to pay much attention to bufinefs : far from being able to carry on 
negociations at his own houfe, and granting public audiences, the hurry and buftle of 
fuch tranfadtions would prove fatal to him : and he could only promife to attend the 
council when his health would permit him. This affected modefty of a prelate, whofe 
vaft ambition was known to every one, became an object of derifion to the whole 
court ' J . 

Vieuville, about this time, nearly effected his own ruin, by difgufting Galton, duke 
of Anjou, the king's brother. Ornano, colonel of the Corficans, and governor to the 
young prince, who had entered his feventecuth year, had advifed his pupil to afk the 
king's permiflion to aflilt at the council, in order that he might be early accuftomed to 
bufinefs. Vieuville eafily perfuaded Lewis that the eagernefs difplayed by his brother 
on this occafion was the effect of Gallon's fuggelVior.s, who afpircd to a feat in 
the council himfelf, and alfo to become miniftcr to the prince, to whom he was 
now but governor. The king, therefore, ordered the colonel to repair to his go- 
vernment of Pont Saint Efprit : and difmiffed molt of the officers of the prince's- 
houfhold. Ornano, delaying to obey the king's orders, in the hope that he might he 
rffcviouflv allowed to enter upon a juilihcation of his conduct, was committed to the 
Biiflille, and from thence transferred to the caltle of Caen'*. Gallon was no fooncr ap- 
prized of the imprilbnment of his governor, than he gave a loofe to his indignation, and 
expelled from his prefence all thofe whom he knew to be pleafed at the event. His al- 
moner, the avowed enemy of Ornano, officioufly endeavoured to confolc his maltcr for 
the lofs of his favourite; but the prince ordered him to quit the room, and never more 
to appear before him. 

*3 Le Vaflnr, Hiftoire Je Louis XIII. torn. iv. liv. 10. j>. 661, 662. «4 Mcmoires Anomines fur les 
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The courts of Rome and Madrid were greatly alarmed at the conduct of the new 
miniftry. Two amhaffadors extraordinary from England had opened a negotiation,, at 
Compiegne, where the court then refided, on the marriage of the princefs Henrietta, 
lifter to L' wis, with the prince of Wales: and a league was alfo talked of between the 
kings of France and England, the republic of Venice, and the duke of Savoy, for the 
purpofe of thwarting the ambitious defigns of the houfe of Anftria". Three extraor- 
dinary ambaffadors from the ftates-general of the United Provinces arrived, at the fame 
time, at the French court ; to requeft a renewal of the alliance between the king and 
their mailers, and a fupply of money to enable them to continue the war againft Spain. 
Vieuville, anxious to diftinguifh himfelf by the adoption of a different line of conduct 
from that which had been purfued by his predeceffors, feemed difpofed to grant their 
requefts ; but his difgrace, which occurred foon after, deprived him of the opportunity of 
completing the projects he had formed. 

After the difmiffion of Vieuville, Marillac, Champigni, and Viole, attorney-general 
in the parliament of Paris, were appointed directors general of the finances ; but the 
latter having refufed to refign his place in the parliament, the adminiftration of the 
revenue was entrufted folely to Marillac, a creature of the queen- mother's. The count 
Schomberg was recalled from exile, and re-admitted to his feat in the privy council t 
Oinano was releafed from prifon, and permitted to refume his poft of governor to the 
duke of Anjou: in fhort, a complete revolution took place at the court ; and Richelieu 
artfully availed himfelt of the change to eftablifli his alcendency over the mind of his 
fovercign. 

James of England, whofe lofty ideas of royalty had led him to adopt the refolution 
of never fuffering the heir to his throne to take a wife of rank inferior to his own, had 
entered into a negotiation with the court of Madrid for the purpofe of obtaining for his 
fon, prince Charles, the hand of the Infanta. His propofals were received with pleafure 
by Philip the Fourth, who offered, with his daughter, a fortune of fix hundred thouiand 
pounds fterling, and the reftitution of the Palatinate, which had been wrefted from 
Frederic, fon-in law to James, by the emperor of Germany. But when every prc'i- 
minary was fettled, and the bufinefs on the point of completion, the temerity of the 
duke of Buckingham,- whom the Englilli monarch had taken from obfeurity to be the 
bane of himfelf, his family and people, blafted the flattering profpect. 

The earl of Briftol had been employed to conduct the negotiation with Spain ; and as 
his intereft with a family about to poffefs an important influence in England, could not 

'5 Journal de BaflbmpieiTe, torn, ii — Vittorio Siri, Memorie recondite, torn. v. p. 575, 576 — Wilfoft's Hiftory of 
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fail to render hi en a formidable rival to the favourite, Buckingham became jealous 
of his fuccefs, and partly from this confuleration, and partly from the fuggeftions of 
vanity, he rcfolved to introduce himfelf to the court of Spiin. He ha !, for fome time, 
ftudioufly cultivated the friendfhip of the prince of Wales, and pofleffed, at this period, 
fo much of his confidence as to procure his confent to a project more worthy the knight 
of a romance than the minifter of a powerful kingdom. This project was a journey to 
Madrid, whither he propofed the prince fliould travel in difguife, accompanied by him- 
felf; and the abfolute fway which this imperious favourite had acquired over his too- 
eafy mafter, enabled him, after much oppofition, to extort from James a compliance 
with his propofal. Their adventures on this ftrange fcheme were, and have been the 
fubject of many novels : Charles was the knight-errant, and Buckingham his fquire. 
They travelled through France in difguife, and under afTumed names* They arrived at 
Paris, on the eve of a day, on which the queen was to give a magnificent feaft, to be 
followed by a fplendid ballet, in which the principal perfonages were to be reprefented by 
the queen herfelf and the chief ladies of the court. The prince and his companion went 
to the Louvre, remaified in the room while the company dined ; and were then intro- 
duced into a gallery where the king was walking; and afterwards procured, through the 
means of the duke of Montbazon, to whom they had fome recommendation, feats in 
the ball-room, where Charles firlt. faw Anne of Auftria, fifber to his intended bride, in the 
character of Juno ; and the princefs Henrietta, then in the bloom of youth and beauty, 
in that of Iris. The next day the two adventurers left Paris, and proceeded to Bourdeaux. 
They were received at the court of Spain with all poflible demonftrations of refpedt 
But the imprudent conduct of Buckingham excited univerfal difguft : he filled the 
whole city of Madrid with intrigues, adventures, ferenades, challenges and jealoufy; 
and to complete the catalogue of his follies, he conceived a paflion for the duchefs 
of Olivarez, the prime minifter's wife, and intuited that nobleman in perfon. Senfible 
bow odious he had become to the Spaniards, and dreading the influence which the na- 
tion would naturally acquire, in the Englifh councils, after the arrival of the Infanta, 
he refolved to employ all his credit in order to prevent the marriage. What argu- 
ments he made ufe of to the prince, to induce him to put fuch an infult on a monarch 
from whom he had experienced the moft generous treatment, it is not eafy to conceive, 
and hiflory is wholly filent on the fubject. Whatever they were, they proved effica- 
cious with Charles, who, hefore he left Madrid, was firmly determined to break off the 
treaty with Spain. 

James, unwilling that his fon fhould be difappointed of a bride, determined to apply for 
a daughter of France, and had therefore fent over, the preceding year, the earls of Hol- 
land anil Carlifle, who experienced a favourable reception froen Lewis. Some difficul- 
ties, however, occurred, in obtaining from the pope the requifite difpenfation for the 
projected alliance between Charles, prince of Wales, and the princefs Henrietta. To 
remove thefe father Berulle was difpatched to Rome, in July 1624. 

Berulle 
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Berulle was inftrutfkcd to reprefent to the pope, " that this marriage might prove of 
M great utility to the Catholic religion, hecaufc the princefs, heing firmly attached to 
*« the faith in which fhe had been brought up, might be able to convert her hufband, 
** and thereby provide for the fecurity of the Englifh Catholics: that the king of Eng- 
** land being thus allied to the crown of France would ceafe to foment the hatred which 
** the Proteftants bore the Catholics : that his mod Chriftian majefty had declared to 
'* the Englifh ambafl'adors, that he would do nothing which could be conftrued into an 
** act of difrefpedt to his holinefs : that he had ftipulated that the nuptials fhould be* 
** celebrated according to the rites of the Romifh church, and alfo that the free exer- 
w cife of the Catholic religion fhould be allowed to the princefs and her family, fo that 
" in all the royal manfions where fhe fhould refide, a chapel would be allotted for the 
** celebration of the inafs,. and the adminiftration of the facraments: that fhe would be 
" allowed a bilhop for her chaplain, who would be entrufted with fufficient power to pro- 
«« ceed againft fuch ecclefiaftics as mould trangrefs the bounds of their duty ; that they 
** would have fix-and-twenty priefls, who were to officiate in their ufual drefs : that 
" the king and the prince would fwear not to prefs the princefs, directly or indirectly, 
" to do any thing hoftile to the faith flic profefTed : that her domeftics would be all 
** French Catholics, chofen by his mo ft Chriftian majefty ; and that on the deceafe of any 
" of them, they were to be fucceeded by others of a fimilar defcription f6 ." Thefe were 
the grounds on which the pope was required to grant the difpenfaticn. 

But his holinefs entertained apprehenfions tli3t the king of France, in confequence of 
this alliance,, would be led to afford protection to the Hugonots ; and ho, therefore r 
■wrote to Lewis and to Mary of Medicis, in the hope of preventing its conclufion. The 
king replied,, that the pope would not find him a lefs rigid Catholic than the king 
of Spain, and that his attachment to his religion was, probably, the only reafon 
which retarded'the marriage of his fiftcr. As Urban, however, might ftill object that 
the articles which had been agreed on with the court of Spain were more favourable to- 
the Catholic religion than thofe which had been concluded with France, father Berulle 
was ordered to reprefent to bis holinefs that the Spaniards, in order to gain' time, and 
to avoid the reftitution of the Palatinate, now offered to accept of lefs than the^ king of 
England had conceded to his moft Chriftian majefty : and that the prince of Wales, in 
order to extricate himfelf from the power of the Spaniards, had promifed more than he 
intended to perform': and laftly, that for the prefent it was> impoffible to obtain more 
advantageous terms from the Englifh. Berulle urged thefe points fo ftrongly that the 
pope promifed to fend the difpenfation. 

The difpenfation, however, did not arrive till the beginning of May in the follow-- 
iag year; and* Spada, the nuncio, refufed to deliver it, until he had received a written* 

** Contin. de Mezeral, torn. i. p. 249, 250. 
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promife, figncd by the king and the princefs Henrietta, that the conditions exacted by 
tbe court of Rome fliould he ftriiStly fulfilled. Henrietta then made a formal renuncia- 
tion of any rights that might accrue to her in cafe her father and her two brothers 
ihould die without iffue ; and engaged to procure her hufband's fatistadtion of the laid 
deed immediately after the contamination of their marriage. The contrail was figntd 
by the Englifh ambafladors on the eighth of May. The nuptial ceremony was per- 
foimed, by the cardinal de la Rochcfoucaud, at the cathedral of Paris, on the eleventh ; 
and on the twenty-third of the following month, the new queen of England arrived at 
Dover, and being there met by her royal confort (whofe father had died during the ne- 
gociationj was conducted to Canterbury, where the marriage was confummated. 

During thefe tranfaclions, the minds of the public were kept in fufpencc by the un- 
fettled ftate of affairs in the Valteline. Some of the principal forts in that country 
had been fequeftrated in the hands of the pope by the mutual confent of the parties con- 
cerned ; but as Philip refufed to fulfil the treaty of Madrid, Lewis now claimed their 
reftitution. The pope would willingly have been excufed from interfering m this 
bufinefs, both becaufe the maintaining a garrifon in the forts was expenfive, and becaufe 
the difpute could not, in his opinion, be terminated, even by the moft refined politician 
without giving offence to one of the parties : but he had convinced himfelf that the 
Catholic religion could never be preferved in the Valteline, unlefs a free paffage was al- 
lowed to the Spanifh as well as to the French troops. To fecure this, Urban had drawn 
up a treaty, in concert with the duke of Paftrang, and Silleri, the Spanifh and French 
ambafladors at the court of Rome: but the king of France difavowed the conduct of 
his minifter and fent Bethune to Rome to explain the reafons which prevented him 
from acceding to the project propofed by his holinefs. 

Affairs were in this fituation when Richelieu took his feat in the council. Perceiving 
the inutility of negotiation, that prelate formed the refolution of re-cflnhli filing the re- 
putation of France among her allies, and of rendering her formidable to Rome as well 
as Spain. Not content with dilpatching pofitive orders to Bethune to employ the lan- 
guage of firmnefs to the pope, and even threaten him, he publickly proclaimed the king's 
determination of having recourfe to arms, fliould the Spaniards perfift in their refufal 
to execute the treaty of Madrid. In fact the marquis of Ccepvres had been already 
fent, as ambaffador extraordinary, to the Swifs, to exhort them to join the king, for the 
recovery of the Valteline. Cceuvres took with him the fum of fix hundred and fixty 
thoufand livrcs, a part of which was to be diflributcd among the Swifs, and the remain- 
der to defray the expences of the war, in cafe the king fhould be compelled to engage in 
it. The troops of the League, concluded the year before between the king of France, 
the republic of Venice, "and the duke of Savoy, received orders to hold themfelves in 
readinefs to march in the month of September, that they might continue their opera- 
tions during the winter; left the archduke Leopold, and the governor of Milan mould 
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feize the paffes and fortify them fo well as to render it extremely difficult to force them. 
As the time was fhort, the count of Bethune received orders to prefs the pope and the 
Spaniards as much as poflible, and by the alternate employment of remonfrrance and 
threats, to make the latter abandon their project of keeping the paffes of the Valteline. 

All thefe efforts having proved ineffectual, the marquis of Cceuvres was urged to ac- 
celerate the affembly of his troops, and to hold them in readinefs to march. The pope's 
nuncio and the Spanifh ambaffador to the Catholic cantons of Switzerland employed 
every artifice they could devife to make the marquis defer the execution of his plan, 
but he continued his operations with fpirit, and fixed the twenty-feventh of October 
for a general infurrecTton of the Grifons. His defign was difcovered by means of fome 
letters which the Spaniards intercepted and fent to the pope ; but though both Philip 
and Urban made a great noife on the occafion, neither of thein took any meafures for 
thwarting the fchemes of the French. 

The marquis de Cceuvres having affcmbled his little army, confifting of three thou- 
fand Swifs, as many Grifons, and one French regiment, entered the Valteline. On 
his approach to the fort of Valmonaftero, fituated in a valley which ferved as a line of 
communication between the Tirol and the Valteline, it was evacuated by the garrifcr. 
who carried off the guns and ammunition. By the poffeffion of this important poft, 
the marquis was enabled to exclude the Auflrian troops from the Valteline. After for- 
tifying the paffes behind him to fecure the reception of provifions from Switzerland, he 
took the road to Maienfeld, and, at Coire, convened a general affembly of the Grifons, 
at which he effected a reconciliation between the contending factions, and perfuaded them 
to unite for the expulfion of the common enemy. 

Penetrating farther into the country, he made himfelf mafter of Cafaccio, Pofchiavo, 
and Borinio, in the month of November. Finding the bridges deftroyed which opened 
a paffage into the heart of the Valteline, he fpeedily rebuilt them, and, though defti- 
tute of artillery, formed a defign of attacking the town of Platamalla, which the gar- 
rifon immediately evacuated. Tiranio and Sondrio, though defended by the troops of the 
pope, experienced a fimilar fate. 

j 

The rapidity of his progrefs enabled him to extend his incurfions to the fort of t u- 
enr.es, at the farther extremity of the Valteline, in order to obferve the motions of fome 
Spanifh troops, which were pofted on the banks of the lake of Como, and fix companies 
whereof had thrown themfelves into Riva and Nova. But the cold became fo exceffiye 
that it was impoffible to proceed any farther; Coeuvres, therefore, fecured the places he 
had reduced, and put his troops into winter quarters. 
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the reformed, enraged the inhabitants of Rochelle to fuch a degree, that they determined 
to do themfelves juftice ; with this view, they gave the command of a fmall fleet to the 
duke of Soubize, who was to attack feven of the king's fhips which lay at Blavat. 
When the duke had accomplifhed his projeft, and was preparing to return,, the. wind 
fuddenly fliifted, and expofed his whole fleet to the danger of deftruaion, as it was com- 
pelled to remain within reach of the guns of the fort. The duke of Vendome imme- 
diately haftened to the fpot, accompanied by all the nobility of Brittany ; but before the 
cannon could be brought to bear, on the fhips with any effect, the wind again changed, 
and enabled Soubize to efcape with his prizes. The Rochellers then made an attack 
on Fort Louis, but failing in their attempt to take it by affault, they dcfifted from the 
undertaking, through fear of being furrounded by the royal army. Such was the com- 
mencement of the fecond war of religion, as it was termed, undertaken by Soubize,. 
and continued by his brother Rohan ; but their meafures had not been well-concerted, 
and they declared themfelves with too much precipitation Nor did. the war, which 
foon after broke out in Italy, though it ftrengthened their hopes, do much fervice to 
their caufe. 

Cardinal Richelieu, who now began to have the chief management of affairs, had 
told Spada, the pope's nuncio, that if in fix weeks the difpute between the courts o£ 
France and Spain fhould not be terminated, he would fee all Europe in motion ; then 
talking on the fubject of carrying the war into Italy, he obferved, that the king had 
formed great defigns on that country, and had a fufficient force to enfure them fuccefs : 
he infinuated to the nuncio that it was the intention of his matter to give one half of 
the kingdom of Naples to his holinefs. The nuncio replied, that the Valteline would- 
be a more acceptable prefent to the pope, and would coft the king lefs trouble to pro- 
cure. The reductions of the forts which had been fequeflrated in his hands, had ex- 
tremely mortified Urban, who pcrfevered in his opinion that the expulfion of the Spa- 
niards would prove the ruin of the Catholic religion in the Valteline. He accordingly 
fent Bernadino Nari, as ambaffador extraordinary to France, to complain of the con- 
duel; of that court, and to require that the places taken in the Valteline by the mar- 
quis de Coeuvres might be reftored. The council had feveral meetings on the fnbjecTy 
as if anxious to devife fome means of affording fatisfacTion to the papal minifiers ; though 
n fact their only object was to gain time, that they might be enabled to fecure more ad- 
vanugeous terms for themfelves. After many difficulties ftarted by the French mi- 
niflry, a fufpenfion of arms in the Valteline was agreed upon for two months; but be- 
fore the news of this agreement had reached Coeuvres, that general had, in compliance 
with the inftrudtions he had received, made a farther progrefs in the country, and re- 
duced feveral other fortreflcs. The pope foon after fent his- nephew, cardinal Francefco 
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Barberini, to France, to endeavour as well to procure fome final arrangement with re- 
gard to the Valteline, as to obtain a peace for the Genoefe, who were attacked bythe 
duke of Savoy, aflifted by the French. 

The conftable Lefdiguieres, and his fon-ln-law, the raarcfchal de Crequi, had re- 
paired to Suza in the month of October, 1624, for the purpofc of holding a conference 
with the duke of Savoy. They there concluded various articles, concerning the league 
already mentioned, in the prefence of the Venetian ambafTador, all of which were ren- 
dered public ; but they figned two fecret articles, one of which related to the particu- 
lar part of Italy in which a diverfion fhould be made to prevent the Spaniards from fend- 
ing their whole force to the protection of the Valteline. It was agreed to attack the 
Genoefe, under pretext of recovering the marquifate of Zuccarello, a fief of the em- 
pire, fituated on the confines of Liguria and Piedmont, to which the duke of Savoy 
preferred fome antiquated claims. On this ground, the duke declared war againft the 
republic of Genoa, and fettled, with the minifters of Lewis, the number of troops that 
France was to furnifh for this expedition. The whole of this tranfaction was kept fe- 
cret from the Venetian ambafTador, from an apprehenfion that the fenate might be in- 
duced to thwart the projects of the allies; it was only mentioned, in general terms, 
that the king of France and the duke of Savoy would attack the Spanifh territories in 
Italy, 

Although the king, by this treaty, "was only obliged to fend three or four thoufand men 
into Piedmont, he confented that the conftable and the marefchal de Crequi fhould pafs 
the Alps with fix thoufand foot and five hundred horfe : the duke of Savoy had engnged 
to fend eight thoufand of the former and two thoufand of the latter, and the Venetians, 
twelve thoufand infantry and fix hundred cavalry. But when the army was reviewed 
at Afti, at the beginning of March, it was found only to confift of four-and-twenty 
thoufand foot and three thoufand horfe, with a train of artillery of four-and-twenty 
pieces of heavy cannon, and fourteen field pieces. Some difputcs arofe on the plan of 
operations; but the conftable, who commanded the French troops in perfon, leaving or- 
ders to conform to the opinion of the duke of Savoy, it was determined to enter the 
Genoefe territory by the way of Monferrat, and to feize the towns of Acqui and Ca- 
priata. The duke's object, in fixing on this road, was to gratify his ancient animofity 
to the houfe of Mantua, whofe pofleftions he knew would fuffer materially from the 
depredations of the army. Capriata, a fmall town, which refufed a paflage to the troops, 
was taken by afTault, and refigned to pillage, as well as Montbarazzo. Acqui was alfo 
reduced, and the allies there eftablifhed their magazine, with a proraife to reftore the 
town to its lawful poffefTor, at the conclufion of the war. The army then entered the 
Genoefe territory, and eftablifhed their head-quarters at Novi, on the frontiers of the 
Milanefe. Ovada was evacuated ; and while the conftable made a falfe attack on Gavi, 
the duke of Savoy took the important poft of Roffiglione. The duke urged Lefdiguieres 
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to prefs forward to the city of Genoa; but the conftable rcfufmg to comply, the duke 
accufed him of being bribed by the enemy. This occafioned a mifunderftariding be- 
tween them, which was farther encreafed by the condud of Lefdiguieres, who placed a 
French garrifon in every town that was reduced by the allies. 

Meanwhile the legate Barberini had arrived at Paris, in the month of May, when 
cardinal Richelieu, marefchal Schomberg, and Herbaut, fecretary of ftate, were appoint- 
ed to treat with him. He demanded rcdrefs for the infult fuftaincd by the pope, by 
the incurfions of the marquis de Cceuvres, in the Valteline. Richelieu replied, that 
the king had only confented to fequeftrate the forts in the hands of his holinefs, for a 
certain time ; and that before the irruption of the marquis de Cceuvres, his majefty had 
made the moft fair and honourable propofals to the pope, in order to remove every 
ground of complaint and difcontent. The fecurity of the Catholic religion in the 
Valteline formed the next objedt of difcuflion ; the legate declared that it could never 
fubfift, without a material diminution of the fovereignty of the Grifons ; while car- 
dinal Richelieu avowed that the king would never fuffer any invafion of the rights of 
his allies; and as the legate had received no powers from the court of Spain to treat on 
this article, the negotiation was fufpended for a time. 

During thefe tranfa£lions the dukes of Rohan and Soubize continued their hoftile 
operations ; and the court no fooner learned that one of them had made himfelf uufter 
of the fea-coaft, in Poitou and Guienne, and that the other was exciting the people 
in Languedoc to demand the execution of the treaty of Montpellier, than the orders 
which had been given to feveral regiments to march into Italy were countermanded. 
The duke of Savoy and the conftable Lefdiguieres were greatly alarmed at the recep- 
tion of this intelligence, from the idea that a civil war in France would prevent the me- 
ditated conqueft of Genoa. They immediately difpatched two envoys to Paris, to 
requeft his majefty to make fomc concefEons to the reformed in the prefent fituation of 
affairs; and they at the fame time fent a meffenger to the dukes of Rohan and Soubize, 
to urge thtin to defift from their enterprize. The king offered the duke of Rohan 
a regiment of twelve hundred men, befides his company of Gendarmes, and confented 
to give his brother the command of a fleet of ten fail, deftined for the attack of Geneva, 
on condition that he ftiould reftore the veflels he had taken at Blavet. In order to fa- 
tisfy the inhabitants of Rochellc, the king engaged to demoliih Fort Louis as foon as 
they (hould have deftroyed fome new fortifications which they had erected in the ifles of 
Re and Oleron ; and that all the edicts which his majefty had granted in their favour 
fhould be punctually fulfilled. 

Rohan and Soubize, from the conviaion that the court, being engaged in a foreign 
war, would grant all their demands, rejeaed chafe propofals, and infifted on a prompt 

and 
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and complete execution of the peace of Montpellicr, and on the immedute demolition 
of Fort Louis. But they were deceived in their expe&ations ; for the king having n© 
dread of the interference of foreign powers, refolved to attempt the reduction of the re- 
formed, which, he conceived, from the divifions that prevailed among them, would be a 
matter of no great difficulty. The duke of Rohan, with all his exertions, could raife 
but a fmall force, and could, with difficulty, procure the appointment of general in the 
Vivarez, in Upper-Guienne, and in Languedoc. Rochelle, indeed, had joined Sou- 
bize, and her example was followed by Montaubanand Caflres, and by fome other places; 
but ft ill the two brothers could not render themfelves fufficiently formidable to extort 
terms from the court. 

In the month of July the marefchal de Themines and the duke of Epernon were fent 
to oppofe the dukes of Rohan and Soubize. Themines blockaded the city of Montau- 
ban, and, by the erection of four forts, which commanded the place, contrived to ha- 
rafs the garrifon and inhabitants, by frequently bombarding them, as well as by inter- 
cepting their provifions. Epernon took from the malecontents the towns of Boncial, 
Saint-Paul, Lamiatte, and feveral other places of lefs importance ; he alfo made a fuc- 
cefsful attack on the duke of Rohan at Viane, who was obliged to retire during the night, 
with all the troops he had brought with him from the Cevennes. Rohan, too, was repulf- 
ed with lofs, from the caflle ot Sannieres, which he had endeavoured to take by fur- 
prize. In fhort, the reformed met with fuch ill fuccefs in all their attempts, that their lea- 
ders were induced to fend deputies to court to fue for peace. 

The towns of Rochelle, Caftres, Montauban and Milhaud prefented a petition to the 
king, befeeching him to give peace to his Proteftant fuhjecls by the execution of his royal 
promifes. This petition was favourably received by Lewis; and cardinal Richelieu was 
difpofed for peace, that he might be at liberty to terminate the affairs of the Valteline, 
with the greater expedition, and to greater advantage. But Barberini, the legate, who 
wifhed that the continuation of domellic troubles might prevent the king from carrying 
the war into Italy, complained fo loudly of the indignity offered him by negociating a 
peace with the Proteflants, (at Fontainebleau) in his prefence ; and the French clergy, 
affembled at Paris, Itimulated by the creatures and emilfaries of the court of Rome, ex- 
claimed with fuch vehemence againft the miniflers of ftate, and, particularly, againft car- 
dinal Richelieu, that they did not dare prefs the king to grant the reformed fuch condi- 
tions as they could accept. The news of a naval victory, however, obtained by Soubize 
over the king's fleet, made the opinion of the miniflers prevail. " The iuin of the Hu- 
" gonots" — faid the cardinal — «' may be deferred without fhame, but your majefty cannot, 
*« confiftent with your honour, abandon the affair of the Valteline. Should you lofe this 
** opportunity of checking the conftant attempts of the Spaniards on the liberties of 
** Italy, they will fpeedily fubdue that territory." Convinced of thejuftice of thefe obser- 
vations, the king confented to grant peace to the reformed on the following conditions. 
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" That Fort Louis fhould not be demolifhed until the expiration of fix months from the 
" conclufion of the treaty: that the reformed fliould keep poffeffion of their cautionary 
" towns for a farther term of three years : that the conftru&ion of certain forts in the 
M vicinity of Montauban fhould be flopped : and that a fum of money mould be given to 
" the dukes of Rohan and Soubize, as a fatisfaftion for all their claims, on condition that 
" Soubize would reftore the fhips heJiad taken belonging to the king." " But the Ro- 
" chellers" — fays the duke of Rohan in his Memoirs — " defiituteof judgment, and info- 
'• lent in profperity, would not confent to the peace, without ftipulating for the immediate 
" demolition of Fort Louis." 

The war, therefore, was renewed with additional vigour; and the Rochellers having, 
during the ncgociations, burnt fome Dutch veflels, had now to dread the refentment of the 
United Provinces. It appeared ftrange indeed, that the Dutch, profeffing the fame religion 
with the malccontents, fhould fend a fquadron to join the t king's fleet ; but they were 
anxious to maintain their alliance with the French, who were bound by treaty to pay them 
fix hundred thoufand crowns a year, fo long as they fhould be engaged in a war with Spain. 
The Dutch admiral, Houtftein, had entered into a fecret convention with the Rochellers, 
for the mutual obfervance of a kind of neutrality, purporting that they fhould do each 
other as little injury as poffible ; but the Rochellers, expecting to deftroy the whole of the 
king's fleet, had violated their agreement with the Dutch, and burned the vice admiral's 
and fome other fhips. 

Houtftein was greatly enraged at this aft of treachery, and having procured a frefh rein- 
forcement, he joined the French fleet, which now amounted to fixty fail ; a force which the 
Rochellers were wholly unable to refift. The duke of Montmorenci, grand admiral of 
France, took the command of this fleet, which failed from the coafts of Poitou, on the fif- 
teenth of December, and fleered towards the I fie of Re, where the fleet of Rochelle was 
at anchor, in the bay of Saint Martin. Saint Luc, and Thoiras, governor of Fort Louis 
made a defcent on that ifland, the fame day, with feventeen hundred foot, and fifty or fixty 
• horfe. Foubize, who commanded a detachment of thirteen hundred men, with four 
pieces of cannon, fired on the royalifts as they difembarked within fight of him ; but 
whether he was deceived as to their numbers, or was alarmed at the formidable appearance 
of the French fleet, which had caft anchor in the bay of Saint Martin, whence that of Ro- 
chelle had prcvioufly failed, he fled with fuch precipitation that he even left his cannon 
behind him. The next day, Saint Luc and Thoiras advancing towards the town of Saint 
Martin, perceived Soubize approaching at the head of three thoufand five hundred men: 
but, notwithftanding the fuperiority of numbers, the Proteftant troops were fo far difcou- 
raged with the defeat of the preceding day, that they made little refiftance; and Soubize 
no fooner faw them thrown into diforder, than he mounted his horfe and galloped to the 
fea.fide, where a {loop waited to receive him: the duke of Montmorenci, meanwhile, had 
defeated the enemy's fleet in feveral fucceflive attacks. 

The 
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The pope's legate was flill at Paris, when the news of thefe victories arrived. Although 
he was pleafed at the humiliation of the Hugonots, he faw, with chagrin, that the court, 
no longer under any apprehenfions on theiraccount, daily became more refolute with regard 
to the bufinefs of the Valteline. The pope, on the other hand, could not prevail on him- 
felf to reftore that territory to the Grifons, from the dread of feeing the re-eft.ablifhment 
of Calvinifm,. which mod of the inhabitants profeffed. As Barberini had compleatly 
failed in. his negociation, he demanded an audience of leave, and left the kingdom, in an 
abrupt manner, on the twenty. fourth of September. 

When the minifters complained to the nuncio of the abrupt departure of the legate, 
Spada arrogantly, replied, that Barberini did not chufe to nay any longer to be amufed by 
deceitful propofitions : that the ceffation of arms he had demanded no longer depended on 
the will of the king: that the face of affairs in Italy was changing; and that it became 
neceffary to. know whether the Spaniards, who had eftablifhed their fuperiority, would 
now accept it. In fafl, a. furprizing revolution had taken place in Italy. The Genoefe 
had recovered all the towns that had been wrefted from them : the duke of Savoy, driven 
back into Piedmont, was occupied in defending his own fortreffes, befieged by the enemy; 
and the marquis of Coeuvres, after making himfelf mafter of the Valteline, was on the 
point of being expelled from thence. Feria, governor of Milan, had impeded the pro- 
grefs of the French, army by throwing a body of four thoufandfoot and two companies of 
horfe, under the conduct of colonel Serbellon, into the fmall town of Riva, and foine 
other polls, at the entrance of the Valteline. Several unfuccefsful attempts were made 
upon Riva by the confederates, whofe army daily diminifhed by ficknefs and defertion. 
The baron Papen-heim y a German officer, entered the Valteline, beat the French in two or 
three places, took from- them twelve pieces of cannon, befides eleven armed veffels, be- 
longing to the confederates, on. the lake of Como. The Valteline was in danger of being 
totally loft, if the Venetians had not, very opportunely, fent a body of troops to its relief.. 
"With this reinforcement, ftrengthened by fome farther fuccours, which arrived from France 
in the month of Oftober, the marquis of Cceuvres attacked the Spaniards in his turn, re- 
covered all the polls they had taken, and re-eftablifhed the affairs of the Valteline on the 
fame footing as before 

The news of this fuccefs had not been received in France, when the affcmb'Iy of the 
notables, which had been convened for the exprefs purpofe of taking into consideration, 
the prefent flate of. public affairs, met at Fontainebleau, on the twenty-ninth of Septem- 
ber. The king ; the queen-mother ; the duke of Anjou, brother to the king ; the dukes 
of Nemours, Longueville, and Chevreufe ; the marefchals Baffompierre, Schomberg, and 
Aubeterre; all the officers of the crown; four cardinals;, the archbifhops and bilhops,. 

•• •Contin.de Mezerai,, torn. i. p, 274, 27$. 
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nominated by the aflembly of the clergy, then fitting at Paris ; the councillors and fecre- 
tarics of ftate; the directors and intendants of the finances, and the chief magiflrates of 
the parliament of Paris, being aflembled in a fpacious apartment in the caftle of Fontaine- 
bleau, the king told them, in a few words, that his chancellor would explain to them the 
motives which had induced him to call them together. D'Aligne then addreffed the af- 
fembly, and explained to them, at great length, the nature of the ancient alliance fubfifling 
between the crown and the Grifons; the invafion of the Valteline by the Spaniards ; the 
treaty of Madrid ; the tranfa£lions fubfequent thereto ; the reafons which induced the 
king to command the marquis de Cceuvres to take the forts which had been fequeftrated 
in the hands of the pope; the cardinal Barberini's legation ; his partiality to the king of 
Spain; the tendency of his propofitions to favour that prince; and, laftly, the cardinal's 
precipitate departure, and his refufal to accept the cuflomary prefent from the king. The 
chancellor particularly infilled on the pretenfion of the court of Rome to deprive the 
Grifons of the fovereignty of the Valteline, and on the maxim maintained by the pope, 
that no reftitution fhould ever be made to an heretical prince of what has been taken from 
him, under the pretence of fupporting the Catholic religion. 

The cardinal de Sourdis, being wholly devoted to the pope, gave his opinion in favour 
of a ceflation of arms, and a fpeedy termination of the war: he was anfwered by Riche- 
lieu, who dwelt with great energy on the neceffity of fupporting allies when unjuftly at- 
tacked; and heobferved, that the affairs of France being in a profperous fituation, the 
legate fhould be made to know, that the affembly approved the refolutions already adopted 
in the king's counfel of preferring the continuation of war to the conclufion of a difad- 
vantageous peace. This communication influenced the opinions of all the other members, 
or, rather, deprived them of the power of voting ; for none of them*would venture to 
oppofe the known intentions of his majefly, who difmiffed the affembly before any refolu- 
tion was taken. 

Meanwhile the blockade of the city of Rochelle continued, and the marefchal de 
1 hemines was appointed general of the army that was fent to reflrain the incurfion of 
the inhabitants. Unable to refill fuch a fuperior force, the Rochellers fen{ deputies to 
court, in the month of November, to implore the clemency of their foveieign. They 
had confiderable difficulty in obtaining an audience of his majefly ; but the conilable Lef- 
diguieres having written to court in their favour, their petition was at length received, and 
the chancellor prefcribed them the following terms :— " That the fortifications of Rochelle 
" fhould be demolifhed, and the town reduced to the fame ftate in which it was before the 
" firft troubles in France, on account of religion; that the Rochellers fhould have no 
«' fhipof war in their harbour ; and that they fhould admit anintendant of juftice in the 
" city." Thefe conditions, though tending to deftroy the grand bulwark of the Protef. 
tants, would probably have been accepted, but for fome favourable intelligence received, 
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at this period, from England, whither Soubi/.e had retired after his lad defeat, intimat- 
ing that the Engltfh miniftry would not fuffcr the Proteftants of France to be oppreffed 
by the king. 

A. D. 1626.] In fact thefe expectations were fo far fulfilled, that ambafTadors from 
Charles arrived at Paris, with inftrudYions to promote an accommodation between Lewis 
and his Proteftant fubjefts ; and, after much negociation, in which Richelieu endeavour- 
ed to deceive all the parties concerned in the bufinefs, a peace was concluded on the 
fifth of February, by which the king confented to grant to the prayers of the Rochellers 
the demolition of Fort Louis. Richelieu had no other intention in concluding this 
treaty, than that of fuppreffing all domeftic factions, in order to remove every obftaclc 
to the completion of his defigns. The court of France exulted in the fuccefs of their 
fchemes for deceiving the Englifh, and all the other powers who interfered on the occa- 
fion; but, as the duke of Rohan judicioufly obferves, they in fact deceived themfelves; 
for their conduct only tended to promote the interefts of Spain; the opprefSon of their 
allies ; and the injury of the kingdom. 

The conclufion of this peace with the reformed afforded the enemies of cardinal 
Hichelieu grounds for accufing him of inattention to the interefts of religion, and the 
welfare of the ftate. A great number of libels upon him were publifhed in Latin, and cir- 
culated with great induftry. Some of thefe were condemned by the parliament of Paris ; 
and the cardinal, having the key of the treafury in his potleffion, was in no want of 
writers to undertake his defence. The beft anfwer, indeed, that could have been given, 
would have been an explanation of his real defigns; but as that would have undeceived 
the Proteftants, and, in fomemcafure, counteracted the effects of his intrigues, he rather 
chofe to incur the imputation of partiality, and leave to time the confutation of a charge 
which tended to prove him the friend of a feet he was anxious to deftroy. 

It was of equal importance to Richelieu, at this conjuncture, to avoid foreign wars 
and domeftic commotions, without which he would have been unable to eftablifli his 
authority, or to diflipate the party that was forming againft him at court. It was, there- 
fore, with a view to make the Spaniards content to terms advantageous to France, with 
regard to the Valteline, that he made peace with the reformed; but with a rcfolution of 
renewing the war, as foon as the treaty with Spain fhould be concluded 6 *. It was necef- 
fary for him to conduct this negociation with Spain with the utmoft feerecy ; for he 
was fearful that the Venetian fenate, ever attentive to the proceedings of the two crowns, 
might oppofe difficulties to the conclufion of fuch articles as fhould appear too favourable 
to the interefts of either; and that the duke of Savoy, inccflantly employed in projects 
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of conqueft and aggrandizement, might prevent an accommodation, in oidcr to profit by 
the rupture that mult inevitably enfue between the French and Spanifh monarchs. To 
en(ure fuccefs to his defigns, the cardinal fent private inftruaions to Du Fargis, the 
French ambaffador at the court of Madrid, to ncgociatc a treaty on the two following 
conditions :— That his Catholic majefty fhould withdraw his pretenfions to a free palTage- 
for his troops through the Valtelinc ; and that he fhould confent that the Grifons fhould 
be rdflored to the pofTeflion of their fovereignty, reafonable precautions being prcviouf- 
ly adopted for the fafety of the Catholic religion in that country. And as the ambaffa- 
dor was invefted with no powers from the king on this fubject, the cardinal inftrudted 
him not to write to court until the treaty ihould be figned, when he would undertake to 
procure the king's ratification. But, left Lewis fhould be difpofed to liften to the fug- 
geftions of the cardinal's enemies, in cafe they fhould apprize his majefty that he 
had taken upon himfelf to order the conclufion of a treaty without the knowledge or 
participation of his fovereign or his allies, that minifter managed matters with fuch ad- 
drefs, that the whole tranfadion appeared to have originated with the queen-mother. 

Nothing could equal the king's furprize when he received a treaty concluded between 
his ambaffador, Du Fargis, and the Conde duke of Olivarez, prime minifter to the king 
of Spain. He evinced the mod violent indignation, and feemed determined to difavow 
Du Fargis, and declare the treaty null, as having been figned without his orders or 
knowledge. The council perfevered in this refolution for feveral days, during which 
they continued to cenfure, in the fevereft terms, the precipitate conduit of the ambaffa- 
dor: the queen-mother and the cardinal expreffed the fame difcontent with the reft. But 
when the king's firft ebullitions of paffion had evaporated, they propofed to him coolly 
to examine whether it was not better to attend to the fubflance of the act than to its 
form ; and to pay more attention to the terms of the treaty than to the mode in which it 
was concluded and figned: befides, they obfeived, that if thefe terms were not deemed 
fufticiently advantageous, better might, poflibly,be obtained. This laft expedient being 
adopted by the council; the king difpatched a courier to Du Fargis, to reproach him with 
• his temerity, and to order him to repair his fault by correcting the treaty he had fo haffi- 
ly concluded. At the fame time he received inltructions as to the alterations which the 
king wifhed to be made in the different articles, together with orders to report the king's 
conduct on this occafion as a ftromg proof of his inclination for peace: Du Fargis was- 
told, that if the Conde duke would fubferibe the articles, with the^correiStions, he might 
fignthem alfo, and impart them to all the foreign rainiflcrs then refident at the court of 
Spain ; but that if Olivarez fhould rcfufe to make any alteration in the treaty, he 
ihould immediately take leave, and return to account for his conduct 70 . 
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As foon as the French ambaflador had received thefe orders he haftened to Barcelona, 
where the Spanifh court then was, and, by the carneftnefs of his folicitations, and the 
finnnefs of his language, induced Philip and his minifter to confent to ibme alteration 
in the terms of the treaty, though not to all which Lewis required. Du Fargis deem- 
ing thefe conceflions fufficient ; and being refufed by Olivarez the neceffary delay for 
fending a courier to France, made no fcruple to fign the eaty. Cardinal Barberini, the 
pope's legate, arrived at Barcelona precifely at this period ; and as no decent pretence 
could be devifed for refufing him a fight of the treaty, to which, it was well known, he 
would endeavour to oppofe all the obfbcles in his power, the two minifters agreed to an- 
tedate it, fo that it purported to have been figned on the fixth of March, at Moncon, 
where the court then refided' 1 . By this treaty it was ftipulated, " That the affairs of 
f the Grifons and of the Valteline fliould be reftored to the fame fituation in which 
** they were in the year 1617" (meaning that the fovereignty of the Valteline fhould 
be confirmed to the Grifons, and the paffes of that country fecured to France); " that 
" within that province, the exercife of no other religion than the Roman Catholic 
** fhould be allowed : that the natives of the Valteline fhould chufe their own governors 
" and magiftrates from among themfelvcs or the Grifons, provided the objects of their 

choice fhould be Catholics; that fuch elections fhould be confirmed by the Grifons, 
•« who fhould not, however, have the power of withholding their ratification : that the 
" forts taken from the pope fliould be reftored to his holinefs, for the purpofe of being 
" demolifhed and razed to the ground : that the two monarchs fliould employ their utmoft 
" efforts for the re-eftablifhment of peace between their allies," (the duke of Savoy 
and the republic of Genoa) " and that they fliould give no kind of affiftance to them, 
*' either openly or privately, until all their endeavours for promoting a reconciliation 
« had failed." ' 

This treaty was not calculated to imprefs the minds of the public with any high opi- 
nion of the political talents of cardinal Richelieu; and indeed the diffatisfaclion it 
gave was almoft univerfal. The duke of Savoy expreffed his indignation in teinis the 
inoft pointed and unequivocal ; he recalled his fon, the prince of Piedmont, who was 
then at the French court, and threatened to join the Englifh, in order to aflift. the re- 
formed, on the very firft opportunity that lhould occur. Contarini, tlie Venetian am- 
baffador, was equally loud in his complaints : he called Richelieu a knave and a cheat, 
and left France, as much enraged, and with as little ceremony, as the prince of Piedmont; 
The king now began to be apprehenfive that the falfe ftep into which this minifter had 
betrayed him, would tartlifh his fame in the eyes of all Europe ; and he therefore dif- 
patched Chateauneuf, a councillor of ftate, to Venice and Switzerland, with orders to 
omit nothing that could tend to appcafe the Venetian icnate, the Protefiant Cantons, 

f « Contin. de M«erai, torn. i. p. 285, 186. 
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-and the Grifons, and to induce them to con fen t to the treaty. Lewis endeavoured to 
gratify the ambition of the duke, by offering to procure the acknowledgment, by the 
different courts of Europe, of his vain title of king of Cyprus. Charles Emanuel ac- 
cepted a propofal which flattered his vanity ; but he was not the lefs difpleafed with 
Richelieu, whofe inveterate enemy he continued for the remainder of his life. 

The cardinal's enemies, indeed, encreafed in proportion to his power ; and a very for- 
midable party at court were fecretly labouring to promote his downfall.' Envy, ambi- 
tion, jealoufy, and even gallantry, combined on this occafion to cement an union of pcr- 
fons between whom no affection fubiifted, and who were all guided by different views> 
which they were extremely careful to conceal from each other. But the more his ene- 
mies appeared united among theinfclves, the more tirmlv did Richelieu attach himfelf to 
the perfon of the king. He contrived fo clofely to connect his own interefts with 
thofe of his fovereign, and to render the authority of the crown fo dependent on the 
fortune of the minifter, that it became almoft impoffible to attack the one without irr- 
y.tding the other. 

The late king had intended to marry his fecond fon to the only daughter of Henry of 
Bourbon, Inft duke of Montpenfier; but as the time approached for the completion of 
this alliance, Lewis exprefled the ftrongeft repugnance to the marriage of his only bro- 
ther. As Lewis began to entertain apprehenfions thai Anne of Auflria would produce 
him no heir, he was afraid that the prefumptive heir to his throne would become too- 
powerful, and that all the nobility would, when they faw his family encreafe, apply 
themfelves with too much eagernefs to obtain his protection and favour. For this rea- 
fon he ordered the marefchal D'Ornano, whoJiad a confidcrable influence over the mind 
of the young prince, to prevent Gaflon from contracting too great an attachment for the 
princefs. Richelieu was anxious to promote this marriage, either from complacency for 
the queen- mother, who wifhed to purftie the plan which had been adopted by her hu£- 
band, or fr®m the defire of fecuring for himfelf a powerful fupport in the perfon of the 
8uke of Anjou. But the more ardently the cardinal laboured to promote the fuccefs of 
this plan, and to infinuate himfelf into the good graces of Gafton, the greater averfion 
did the young prince evince as well from the cardinal as from the princefs of Montpen- 
fier. Richelieu imagined that with the affiflance of Ornano he might be able to effect 
his fclieme ; but the marefchal rejected his advances, which fo enraged the vindictive 
minifter, that he refolvcd to promote his deftruction. 

For the accompli fhment of this plan the cardinal employed his confeflbr, father 
Jofeph Du Tremblay, a Capuchin friar, a man better verfed in political intrigues than 
in matters of confeience. The monk, feigning a particular efleem for the marefchal 
D'Ornano, gave him to underftand that it was time to procure the duke of Anjou a feat 
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in the council, that he might obtain an infight into the affairs of government. An infinu- 
ation of this nature was well calculated to work on the mind of the marefchal, who 
confidered the advancement of his mafter as his own j and he therefore took an early 
opportunity to reprefent the matter to the king, obferving tnat fuch a diftindtion was 
due to the duke, as well from his merit as his birth ; and adding, that if it fhould be deem- 
ed expedient to refufe him a feat in the council, it would, at leaft, be proper to entruft 
him with the command of the army. Lewis mentioned this propofal to the cardinal, who 
fully expecting it, was prepared with fuch obfervations on the fubjeet as beft anfwered 
his own views. The king, timid and miftruftful, was eafily led to give credit to the in- 
finuations of his artful mlnifier, who remarked that Ornano was careful to inftil the 
moft ambitious ideas into the mind of the young prince, who, in cafe of his majefty's 
death without heirs, would fucceed to the throne. He even went fo far as to intimate 
that thofe who oppofed the marriage of Gafton with the princefs of Montpenfier, had 
formed a plan for confining the king, rvnd giving the hand of his confort to the duke of 
Anjou. Prepoflerous as this idea mull have appeared to every rational being, it made fo 
ftronganimpreflion on the mind of Lewis, that he never could be convinced of its fallacy, 
and he now became as eager for the marriage of his brother, as he had before been averfe 
from it. 

In order to remove every pretext which Gafton might have for forming cabals at 
court, the king at length determined to grant him a feat in the council. This refolu- 
tion was not communicated to Ornano, who had met with a pofitive refufal, and who 
now complained of the tranfaftion as an infult offered to his honour ; he afterwards ap- 
plied for permiffion to accompany his mafter to the council, with the privilege of Jland- 
ing in the council chamber, in the fame manner as the fecretaries of ftate, but this was 
refufed ; and the cardinal, his implacable enemy, contrived to give the moft finifter 
interpretation to his demand. The marefchal expreffed his difcontent on the fubjeet 
in fuch ftrong terms, that the king caufed him to be arretted a few days after at Fon- 
tainebleau. 

The duke of Anjou was no fooner apprized of this circumflanee, than he complained 
moft bitterly of the injuftice offered to his favourite. 4 * If the marefchal be culpable" 
— faid the duke to the king — " I am alfo : he is the moft faithful fervant you have." — 
But the more Gafion expatiated in his favour, the more firmly was Lewis perfuaded 
that Crnano had acquired an undue influence over the mind of his brother, which 
he exerted for the purpofe of engaging him in dangerous practices. The mifunder- 
ftanding this occafioned, produced two effects perfectly conformable to the fecret views 
of Richelieu : it augmented the miftruft which the prelate was anxious to excite in the 
mind of the king to the prejudice of his brother; and the ill-humour which Lewis dis- 
played on the occafion kept Gafton in a ftate of apprehenfion, and prevented him from en- 
tering into any cabals. What, indeed, could be expected from a prince of eighteen, fci- 
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volous, imprudent and unfieady ; furrounded moreover by confidents whom Richelieu 
was always careful to corrupt ? Gallon abandoned the marefchal, after % ning a deed, 
by which he promifed to ferve the king with due honour and refpedt, and refigned the 
fate of Ornano to the clemency of his fovereign, who, he hoped, in compliance with 
his urgent entreaties, would treat him favourably. He even condefcended to pay avifit 
to the cardinal at Limours, whither he had retired, at the end of May, under pretence 
of indifpofition. 

The arbitrary conduct of Richelieu, and the fhameful connivance of Lewis, during 
the whole of this tranfa£tion, while they characterized the men, deferved the warmeft 
execration. Ornano was conducted to the Baftille, and afterwards to Vincennes : two 
of his brothers, and feveral other perfons who were objects of fufpicion to the cardinal, 
were arretted at the fame time : they were at firlt accufed of having confpired againft the 
king and his minifter, with a view to render themfelves matters of the government ; 
but another charge was added in the fequel, intimating that they had formed a elefign 
againft the life of their fovereign. As the chancellor D'Aljgne had entered but faintly 
into. the views of Richelieu, the feals were taken from him, and given to Michael de 
Marillac, who was wholly devoted to the cardinal ; and the office of fuperintendant of 
the finances, which Marillac had enjoyed, was beftowed on the marquis D'Effiat, another 
creature of Richelieu's ; who, by this means, had the abfolute difpofal of the feals, and 
of all the revenues of the crown. 

Thcfe tyrannical proceedings could not fail to encreafe the number of malecontents, 
whofe defigns began to be more clearly discovered, in the month of June, by means 
of Henry de Tollerand, marquis of Chalais, grand-mafter of the wardrobe. It is pre- 
tended, that a fecret council was holden by nine friends of the duke of Anjou and the 
marefchal of Ornano, in which the aflaffmation of Richelieu had been refolved on. 
Chalais, who was one of the number, betrayed the fecret to a friend, at whofe inftigation 
he was induced to reveal it to the minifter : Richelieu fent him to the king with the 
intelligence; and at eleven at night Lewis ordered thirty of his Gendarmes and as many 
light horfe to haften to Fleury, where the deed was to have been committed, and aft 
in obedience to the commands of the cardinal. The queen-mother alfo fent a part of her 
own officers and feveral of the nobility to the protedYion of her favourite. 

Early in the morning of the next day the officers of the duke of Anjou's houfhold re- 
paired to Fleury, as Chalais had predicted, in order to make preparation for a party who 
were coming there to hunt. The cardinal gave up his houfe to them, and going him- 
felfto Fontainebleau, entered the duke of Anjou's chamber juft as he was about to rile. 
The duke exprefled his furprize at feeing him fo early, and Richelieu reproached the 
duke for not having done him the honour to afk him foradinnerat Fleury ; obl'civing, that 
as he wifhedtobe at liberty, he had refigned his houfe to him. 

What- 
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Whatever truth there might have been in the project of affaffination, the exiftence 
of which appears highly doubtful; the hunting-party took place: and Chalais is faid to 
have informed the confpirators of the difcovery he had been inlVigared to make of their 
defigns. The party confifted of the duke of Anjou, the count of So'uTons, the duke of 
Longueville, the duke of Venddme, the grand prior of France, theduchefs of Chevreufe, 
the duke of Epernon, the marquis of Valette, and feveral other perfons of inferior 
quality. Richelieu refolved to promote, if poffible, the deftruction of them all ; and 
fhould he fail in his attempt to do this, he was at leaft determined to keep them all at a 
diftance from the court. He began by founding the king, in order to difcover how far he 
might rely on the continuance of his friend fhip and protection ; for which purpofe he pre- 
tended he had come to a determination to retire, from a confcioufnefs that his prefence at 
court tended to excite diftuibances in the royal family. This fcheme fucceeded to his wifhes : 
the king and his mother, alarmed at the pretended refolution of the cardinal, earneftly 
requefted that he would not abandon them at a time when they flood in the greateft 
need of his advice and fervices. They aflured him he might rely on being fully pro- 
tected againftthe duke of Anjou, the princes of the blood, and the moft powerful of the 
nobility: they promifed to reveal to him every thing that his enemies fhould fay to 
his prejudice ; and they offered him a certain number of guards for the fafety of his 
perfon. The hypocritical minifter at firft declined the offer of the guards, obferv'mg 
that fuch a precaution was unneceffary, and that, at all events, it would be glorious for 
him to die in the fervice of his majefty ; he was, at laft, however, prevailed on to' ac- 
cept them. 

Having thus eftablifhed his fuperiority over his enemies, his thoughts were now whol- 
ly bent on revenge. The firft objects of his attacks, were the grand prior and his bro- 
ther the duke of Vendome : under pretence of procuring for the firft the office of high- 
admiral of France, which he had long folicitcd, he drew them both to Biois, where the 
court then refided, and caufed them to be arrefted and thrown into confinement in the 
caftle of Amboife. The cardinal afpired himlelf to the office of admiral, which he induced 
the duke of Montmorenci to refign.on a promife of the confrabie's fword. He caufed the 
name of the office to be changed by a royal edict, iffued in the month of October, by 
which the cardinal was declared chief and fuperintendant general of the navigation and' 
commerce of France. 

The duke of Anjou, meanwhile, exerted himfelf to obtain from Richelieu the releafe 
of marefchal Ornano. Finding all his efforts unavailing, he thought of retiring from 
court, but from this he was diffuaded by his friends, who advifed him to court a recon- 
ciliation with the minifter. Gallon accordingly paid a vifit to the cardinal at Limours; 
when Richelieu made him a tender of his good offices, and the duke returned fatisfied with, 
the feigned marks of attachment he had received^ 
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The mtnlfter, however, fufFered nothing to efcape which could tend to render the 
duke of Anjou an objed of fufpicion to the king. He corrupted Chalais, from whom 
he exacted a promife that he would reveal to him all the fecrets of his mafter : but that 
nobleman having reflected on the infamy of fuch conduct, adefired to retract his word, 
which convinced the fufpicious cardinal that fome frefh plots were forming againft him. 
He immediately determined on the deftruaion of Chalais, from the apprehenfion that 
he might difclofe his own defigns ; and he was accordingly arretted at Nantes, whither 
the court had repaired, on certain accufations preferred againft him by Louvigni, whom 
Richelieu had fuboined. The fubftance of thefe accufations was, that Chalais had 
promifed to kill the king ; that Gafton and his friends were parties in the confpiracy, 
and had agreed to attend at the door of the king's apartment, in order to fupport the af- 
faflin, and favour his efcape. A more atrocious calumny than this was never fabricated, 
yet judges were appointed, with the keeper of the feals at their head, to try the party 
accufed. 

The erection of this extraordinary tribunal, called the chamber ofjuftice, to try a man 
who, if really a criminal, would have been condemned in any parliament the king might 
have chofen for the purpofe, excited great difcontent in the kingdom. But this mode 
of trying people, in contradiction to the ancient laws of the realm, by perfons appoint- 
ed by mininers or favourites, was one of the principal engines employed by Richelieu and 
his fucceffbrs for the iadifcriminate deftruftion of the innocent and the guilty. The 
cardinal was fo well convinced of the innocence of Chalais, that he repeatedly vifited 
him in prifon, and promifed him a pardon, provided he would perfift in corroborating 
the depofition of Louvigni, and never confefs that he had, at the inftigation of Riche- 
lieu, iolicited the duke of Anjou to retire from court, Chalais, uncertain how to act, 
alternately influenced by the dread of punifhment, and the hope of pardon, confeflcd 
every thing that was required of him, and accufed the very perfons who had been point- 
ed out to him. He depofed, that a defign^had been formed of declaring the king im- 
potent ; of confining him in a monaftcry ; and of marrying Anne of Auftria to the 
duke of Anjou. Hence arofe that extreme averhon which Lewis the Thirteenth ever 
after evinced from his wife and his brother, and which he preferved till his death 7J , 

The queen-mother and the cr.rdinal availed themfelves of the prefent conjuncture to 
prefs the conclufion of Gallon's marriage with Madcmoiielle de Montpenfier. They 
inceflantly reprefented to the king, that it was the only means of thwarting the projects 
of the nobility, who were differently interefted in this affair ; and their arguments were 
urged with fo much warmth that they at length obtained his confent. Orders were 
given to the duke of Bcllegarde, marefchal Ballompierre, and the marquis D'Efliat, fu« 

7* Contin. do Meieral, torn. i. p. t$t. li Contin. de Mezerai, torn. i. p. 197. 
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perintendant of the finances, to conduct the princefs to Nantes. But flic had no fooncr 
arrived than frefh fufpicions were ftudioufly inftilled into the mind of Lewis- It wap 
intimated to him, that if the duke of Anjou fhoulJ ever he married ro a rich heiiefs, 
allied to the houfe of Guife, (hy the marriage of her mother, Catharine Henrietta de 
Joyeufe, with the duke of Guife) and fhould obtain a confiderable appanage, his au- 
thority at court would become fo extenfive, particularly if he had children, that his fa- 
vour would be courted in preference to that of his majefty. Alarmed at thefe fuggef- 
tions, the king complained to his confeflhr of his mother's want of affection : " She 
" loves my brother better than me," — faid he — " and that is the reafon why fhe is Co 
*' anxious to have him marry my coufin Montpenfier." It became neceffary to employ 
frefh arguments to tranquillize the mind of this weak prince. Mary of Medicis had rc- 
courfe to tears in order to extort from him the names of the perfons who had filled his 
mind with thefe alarms; and the difmiffion of Tronfon, Marfillac, and Sauvetene, 
was the confequence of the information fhe received. Baradas, the king's favourite, 
though equally culpable with the reft, efcaped, through the forbearance of his mafter to 
mention his name. 

The next ftep was to procure Gafton's confent to a marriage to which he had hitherto 
evinced the utmoft repugnance ; but as the king had expreffed his approbation of the 
match, none of the duke's confidents durft venture to diffuade him from it; the bufi- 
nefs, therefore, was foon fettled, and the ceremony was performed, on the fifth of Au- 
guft, with little pomp. The king, in confidcration of this marriage, fettled on his bro- 
ther the duchies of Orleans and Chartres, with the county of Blois ; wherefore the 
duke thenceforth bore the title of Orleans, inftead of that of Anjou. His appanage was 
afterwards augmented by the lordfhip of Montargis. The princefs brought him the prin- 
cipalities of Dombes and Roche-fur- Yon ; the duchies of Montpenfier, Chatelleraut, 
and Saint Fargeau, with feveral other lordfiiips, which fhe inherited from her father. 
The beauty of her perfon, and the fwcetnefs of her difpofition, very foon enabled her to 
fecure the affection of her hufband. But (till the nuptial joys were damped by the 
death of Chalais, who was deeply regretted by the duke of Orleans. He had in vain 
exerted his utmoft efforts to fave the life of that gentleman : the fentence which con- 
demned him to fuller decapitation was executed towards the end of AuguiL 

Such was the means by which Richelieu was accuftomed to rid himfelf of the perfons he 
employed in the execution of his dark defigns. The duchefs of Chevreufe was banifhed to 
Lorraine; and the count of Soiffons, not daring to remain any longer at Paris, took the 
road to Italy, having previoufly obtained the king's permiffion to travel. Even Anne 
of Auftria herfelf was not exempt from the refentment of this imperious and vindictive 
minifter. Not content with having prejudiced her hufband againft her, he perfuaded that 
weak monarch to fummon her before the council, where the king publickly reproached 
her with having cheriftied a vvilh to hayc two hufbands at the fame time. He caufed 
Vol. IV. Hh that 
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that part of the fecret depofition of Chalnis to be read to her, In which he mentioned 
the defign of confining the king in a monaftery, and afterwards marrying her to his 
brother: and ftridl orders were given that no man fhould in future be admitted into the 
queen's chamber, or clofet, unlefs the king were prcfcnt. Richelieu thought of bring- 
ing the duke of Vendome and the grand prior to trial ; but the former claimed the privi- 
lege of a peer, and the latter that of a knight of Malta, by which means the proceedings 
were ftopped, and the two brothers were transferred from Amboiie to Vincennes. 

The death of the marefchal Ornano, who expired in prifon, in the month of Septem- 
ber, before the king's return to the capital, made a great noife in the world. The 
friends of the deceafed propagated a report that poilbn had been adminiftered to him by 
the order of Richelieu ; but this was contradi6ted by the phyficians and furgeons who 
examined the body, and the general opinion was that he died of the flone. Be that as 
it may, he folemnly protefted on his death-bed, and at the time of receiving the facra- 
ment, that neither he nor the duke of Orleans had ever conceived the black defign of 
making any attempt on the perfon of the king : that it was true, that the duke being ex-» 
eluded from all fhare in the government, through the means of cardinal Richelieu, mea- 
fures had been taken for diminifhing the too great authority of that prelate, and for in- 
troducing the duke into the miniftry : but that was the fole object of the confpiracy, or, 
at leaft, if any thing farther had been projected, it had never come to his knowledge. 

The king having convened the ftates of Brittany, at Nantes, deprived the duke of 
Vendome of the government of that province, which he beftowed on the marefchal de 
Themines. About thistime the conffable Lefdiguiercs died, at the advanced age of eighty, 
and was fucceeded in his extenfive polTeffions bv his fon-in-law, the marefchal de Cre- 
qui. The poft of Conffable, although promifed by Richelieu to the duke of Montmo- 
renci, was, in the following year, fupprelTed by a royal edict. 

The pregnancy of the duchefs of Orleans confidernbly ftrengthened the hopes of her 
rfcfband, whofe authority appeared likely to encreafe by the attachment of the nobility* 
as foon as he fhould have children capable of fucceeding to the throne. Indeed, no ob- 
ject feemed to be above his reach, when fupported by the Guifes, and the other powerful 
nobles with whom he had contracted an alliance, by his marriage with the princefs of 
Montpenfier. They all united in their hatred of Richelieu, and were alike anxious to 
devife means for promoting his deftrucYion. But that minifter found two modes of 
maintaining his fortune, and even of extending the boundaries of his power. The firfl 
was the deftrucYion of the Proteftant party; and the fecond, the diminution of the in- 
fluence of the nobility, by taking away a confiderable part of their penfions, and by de~ 
privingthem of certain firong pofts which they pofleffed in their refpecYive governments. 
The more the nobles of the realm were humbled and weakened, the lefs able would they 
be to fupport the duke, of Orleans, in cafe he fhould ever be tempted to take up arms, 

with 
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with a view to enforce the difmiffion of a minifter who wifhed to keep him in 
a ftate of abfolute dependance. The ruin of the Protectant party would deprive the 
malecontents of their greateft refource; and the demolition of fuch forts as were notfitu- 
ated on the frontiers, would take from them one of their principal means of defence, in 
cafe an open oppofition to the meafures of government fhould induce the king to attack 
them. Laftly, by retrenching the penfions, the princes and nobility would lofe the 
greateft, and, in certain refpects, the moil effeutial parts of their revenue. But thefe 
projects appeared fubject to Lnconveniencies, capable of alarming and of flopping a man 
of the moft enterprifing and moft determined fpirit. The king of England, pretending 
that he had guaranteed the lafl peace that was granted to the French Hugonots, threat- 
ened Lewis with a declaration of war, in cafe he fhould refufe to execute the promifes. 
he had made the preceding year, to the inhabitants of Rochelle. By attacking that 
city, therefore, or by evincing any hoftile difpofition towards the Hugonots, he would 
expofe himfelf to an attack from all the naval forces of England, hefldes the rifk of of- 
fending the ftates -general of the United Provinces. How, too, were the Hugonots to 
be attacked without raifing frefh troops, and without impofing frefh taxes on the people, 
already overburdened with imports ? The minifter would become an object ot univerfal 
execration; and the nobles, enraged at the attempt to effect a diminution of their revenues, 
and a curtailment of their power, under the ftale pretext of retrenching all fuper- 
fluous expence, would fupport the complaints of the people, and fecretly urge them 
to revolt 74 . 

But this combination of difcouraging circumflances proved infufficient to reflrain the 
daring fpirit of Richelieu. He determined to attack Rochelle on the firft opportunity, 
and conceived a project for engaging the nobility to ferve the king againft their own in- 
terefts. Abfolute maftei of the marine department, by the fuppreflion of the office of 
high admiral, he laboured to augment the naval force of the kingdom ; and that he 
might be enabled to refift the Englifh fleets, he projected a league with the king of 
Spain againft the Britifh monarch. He refolved to amufe the ftates-general of the 
United Provinces, as well as the Spaniards, until he fhould have effected the reduction 
of Rochelle ; and indeed it was not probable that the Dutch would, by affording aflifl- 
ance to the Rochellers, rifk the lofs of the advantages they derived from their alliance 
with France. The grand difficulty of accomplilhing thefe defigns appeared to confift 
in reconciling the minds of the people to the neceffary augmentation of the forces by 
land and fea, and to the confequent impofttion of additional taxes. For this purpofe 
Richelieu perfuaded his mafter to convene an affembly of notables, which met at Paris 
on the fecond of December, 1626, at the palace of the Tuilleries. 
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The king was feated beneath a canopy, placed at the extremity of a ilage, or plat* 
form, eredted at the upper end of the apartment, with the queen-mother on his left- 
hand. At his right, but not beneath the canopy, was feated his brother the duke of Or- 
leans. The cardinals Rochefoucaut, La Valette, and Richelieu, arrayed in their ponti- 
ficals, were feated rather below the duke, on a bench richly decorated. Below them, and 
on a feparate bench, were placed marefchal Schomberg and fome other noblemen of the 
privy council. On the left of the throne fat Marillac, keeper of the fcals, cloathed in- 
his robes of violet-coloured velvet, lined with crimfon fatin. The count de Termes, 
captain of the guards, flood behind the throne, with feveral other officers. On a fcaf- 
fold erected on the left of the king were placed the princefs of Conti, all the principal 
ladies, and many of the chief nobles, of the court. Below the ftage, and in front of it, 
was a table covered with rich tapeftry, at which fat the three fecrctaries of ftate, Her- 
baut, Ocquerre, and Beauclerc; and on their right was placed a bench for the comptroller- 
general and intendants of the finances. At the foot of the flage were long benches, 
covered with cloth of gold; thofe on the right were occupied by the firft prefidents^ 
and attornies- general of the parliaments of Paris, Languedoc, Normandy, Guienne, Pro- 
vence, Dauphine, Brittany, and Navarre: and thofe on the left by four archbifhops and- 
eight bifhops. Thefe, with the firft prefidents of the different chambers of accompts, 
compofed the whole aflembly 74 . 

When objects of the firft magnitude were to be difcufled the ancient mode of aflem- 
blingthe ftates-general of the kingdom was certainly the beft that could be adopted; but 
cardinal Richelieu, apprehenfive that fuch an affembly would be more anxious to con- 
fult the good of the public than the wiflies of the miniftcr, determined never to convene- 
rhem. The notables, the extent of whofe authority was chiefly regulated by the will, 
of the favereign, were careful not to oppofe any project or requifit ion that was fandtion- 
cd by his approbation. From this period the minifters began to give a different fignifi,-- 
cation to the term " The good of the jiate," which was no longer applied to what con- 
stituted the felicity of the three orders of the kingdom j but to that which furnifhed the 
k«g or his minifters with the means of accomplishing the projects they had conceived. 
Neither the nobility nor the commons' now formed a feparate body ; the clergy only af- 
fembled at the pleafure of the king; and whoever complained of the government in- 
curred the charge of fedition, and funk beneath the credit and authority of minifters. 
Hence the monarch eftablilhed an abfolute power over the laws, and the minifters ac- 
quired the ability to violate with impimity every fpecies of privilege. 

A. D. 1627.] As foon as the members of the aflemhly had taken their feats, the, 
king toJd them, that he had called them together for the purpofe of taking their advice 

75 Journal de BaflTompierre, torn. it. — Vie du Cardinal de Richelieu, .par Aubery, liv. ii. chap. 9.— Nouvelle Vie du> 
merne, liv. ii. — Hiftoire du Miniftcre du Cardinal de RieMieu, 1626— Me'moires pour fenrir a l'Hiftoire d» 
m«ne, 1627. — Memorie recondite di Vittorio Siri, torn. vi. p. 245, 246, &c. 
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on the remedy to be applied to various diforders that fubfifted in the ftate, which he had 
determined to reftore to its primitive fplendor ; the keeper of the feals would, he ob- 
served, make known to them his pleafure in a' more particular manner. Marillac's 
fjpeech was replete with fulfome adulation and unfounded aflertions ; while he afcribed 
to- the king the pofleffion of every quality that could form a good and accomplifhed 
prince, he had the boldnefs to maintain, in the prefence of the duke of Orleans, that 
his majefty had really detected fecret confpiracies againft his perfon and ftate. In or- 
der to pay his court to Richelieu, he endeavoured to fupport fa£ts that were calculated 
to deftroy the reputation of the queen, and of the prefuaaptive heir to the throne, whom 
the cardinal wilhed to render accomplices of the atrocious crimes which he had em* 
ployed as a pretext for the execution of Chalais, and the imprifonment of feveral other 
innocent perfons. Marillac then entered upon the ftate of the revenue, obferving that 
the receipt amounted' only to fixteen million of livres, whereas the expenditure fince 
the year 1620 had never been lefs than from thirty-fix to forty ; and that although re- 
courfe had been had to extraordinary means for making good the deficiency, a debt of 
fifty million had been incurred. 

" His majefty" — purfued Marillac — " anxious to avoid fimilar inconveniences in 
future, has* refolved to render the receipts equal to the expenditure, by an augmen- 
«' tation^of the one and a diminution of the other ; for which purpofe he means to 
" reduce the.expences of his houfhold, and to excite his fubjedts, by his own good ex- 
" ample, to a ftricvt obfervance of the fumptu.iry laws. Independent of the embarraflment 
" frequently occafionedby the too-extenfive authority of aconftable, and an high-admiral, 
«' each of them received a falary of two hundred thoufand livre6 ; the king, therefore, has 
" fupprefted thofe offices. . His majefty has it in contemplation to lcflen his expences, 
M in a ftill greater degree, by diminifhing the gnrrifons, and demolifhing feveral for-- 
'** trefles, which create unneceflary cx pence, contribute to the oppreflion of the people,, 
** and compel the king to fet armies on foot on the firft news of a commotion. With 
" regard to the encreafe of the revenue, expedients the leaft onerous muft be adopted; 
" and what better can be done than to redeem the crown lands, pledged for a trifling 
" fum, and to recover the alienated duties upon fait and the tailles." — Marillac then 
properly adverted to the encouragement of commerce, , as the moft certain means of en- 
riching the people* and repairing the honour of France. — " It is dreadful" — faid he — 
" to obferve the lethargy that has prevailed amongft.us for feveral years. Our neigh- 
bours fuhjedl us to their laws ; they put a price on all our goods, and oblige us ta 
JL take theirs on fuch terms as they pleafe to prefcribe. Pirates pillage our coafts with 
" impunity, and carry off" his majefty's fubjedts. We are the more culpable, in as.. 
" much as the kingdom contains all the articles requifite for forming a ftrong navaL 
V force. Thefe articles we fell to neighbours who«i we might eafily. fubdue and render. 
M dependent on ourfelves' ft ." 

7* Le Vaflbr, torn v. liv. xxiv, p. 536, 537. — Contin. de Mezerai, torn. i. p. 30a, 303.; 
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The idea of eftablifliing a ftrong naval force, and of extending the commerce of the 
country, was truly worthy a wife and enlightened minifter ; but the neceffary means 
for enfuring fuccefs to fuch a proiedl Richelieu was far from wilhing to adopt : Colbert, 
at a fubfequent period, made a fimilar attempt, but fucceeded no better than Richelieu. 
More intent on opprefling the people, than on rendering them flourifhing and free, 
neither of thofe miivifters was aware that commerce never prolpers in a country whofe 
inhabitants have not the free enjoyment of tiie fruits of their induflry duly fecured to 
them. Experience fiifficicntly proves that commeicc .md tyranny cannot for any length 
of time, nor in any great degree, fuhfift together. In proportion as the latter gains 
ftrength, the flrength of the former diminifhes- The advantageous fituation of a coun- 
try will never, of Ltfelf, prove a fufficient temptation to mercantile men, unlefs free- 
dom has eftablifhed her lefidence there. London and Amfterdam are not fo well fitu- 
atcd for trade as many towns in Spain ; yet in point ot commerce they are infinitely 
more flourifhing than any other towns in Europe ; and toi this Ample reafon ; that the 
property of individuals is holden facred. — Manllac concluded his fpcech, by urging 
the neceflity of enacting ordonnances, more fevere than any yet in exiilence, for the 
punifhment of peculation, and the prevention ot cbnfpiracies and mlurrecStions. What 
pnfTed at this aflembly might lead any one to believe that Lew s and his minifters had 
fcrious thoughts of reforming the abufes in the government. The king, indeed, 
might be fincere in his profeflions ; but Richelieu w a^ folely intent 011 the efiablifh- 
ment of arbitrary power, and on exerciling an abfolute fway in the name of his mafter. 

After a few words from marefchal Schomberg, the cardinal made a long fpeech : ad- 
dreffing himfelf to Lewis — " Sire,"— faid he,—" I think it would be fuperfluous to re- 
»« prefent to this illuftrious company the glorious adtions performed by your nujefty in 
- the courfe of the la ft year ; the keeper of the feals has already difcharged this duty 
*« in a very able manner , and, indeed, the facts fpeak for themfelves. Every body 
" knows that God has been pleafed to make ufe of the piety, courage, prudence, and 
" other virtues, with which he has endowed you, for effeaing, in a fliort fpace of time, 
" for the advantage of this kingdom, what moft men fuppofed it impoflible to execute' 
■ in many centuries. It would be equally needlcfs to fpecify the extraordinary fums 
« which fuch fignal atchievements have coft. Every one muft be aware that, in mat- 
" ters of ftate, great things cannot be effected at little expence. The numerous arm.es 

* which y° ur majefly maintained rendered your power an object: of admiration, and 
" many people ftill doubt the poflibility of what they have feen with their own eyes. 

* There is not one among you, gentlemen, but knows how necefTary the expence was! 
« and with what integrity the money was managed. The probity of thofe who were 
" entrufted with the adminiftration of the revenue, juftifies the laft point , and the 
" oppreffion of the allies of the crown, the rebellion entered upon by the heretics 
" within the kingdom, and the commotions projetfed by perlbns who were anxious to 
" avail themfelves of his majefty's wifhes to reftore the ftate to its primitive fplendor 
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«• in orJer to effect its ruin, fufficiently prove the truth of my firft obfervation. The 
*' advantage accruing to the ftate from fuch expences demonftrates their neceffity ; and, 
*' far from complaining, all good fubjects are rejoiced at the circumftance." 

" Affairs are now, thank God ! in a profperous fituation ; hut it would be the 
M heighth of prefumption to fuppofe they will alvvavs remain fo. We are reduced tothe 
'* neceffity either of expofing the kingdom to the evil defigns and machinations of fuch 
" as daily meditate its ruin and abatement, or to devife certain expedients for averting 
*• the evils with which we are threatened. It is the king's intention fo to regulate mat- 
" ters, that his reign will equal — what am 1 faying ? — will furpafs the beft of all pre- 
4< ceding reigns, and will ferve as an example and model to all his majefty's fucceffors. 
** The manner in which God has hitherto fupported him, in the moft trying cmergen- 
" cies, gives us rcafon to hope that all his majefty's defigns will have a fuccefsful ter- 
" ruination." 

After dwelling for fome time on the neceffity of diminifhing the expenditure, and en- 
creafing tlie revenue, Richelieu proceeded thus " The expenditure will be regulated by the 
*' rules prefcribed by the late king ; and his majefty, though fuperior to the laws, wiflies to 
" fet his fubjects an example of prudence and moderation. The queen, your mother, en- 
44 treats you, Sire, to allow her to do that which your own gratitude forbids you to require. 
M She is refolved to confine herfelf to a fmaller income than what was allowed her by the 
M late king. During your minority feveral perfons were loaded \*ith benefactions by that 
" liberal princefs, becaufe the good of your fervice required it. While file augmented the 
" revenues of the princes and of your principal officers, fhe neglected to ameliorate her 
" own condition. If the expences were greater during her adminiftration, it was only 
" for the purpofe of prefcrving your kingdom entire. The queen-mother now advifes 
** you, for the fame reafon, to purfue a different line of conduct. Different con- 
" junctures require different remedies: The fame end is often attained by contrary 
" means ; and what is good at one time, is prejudicial at another. During a ftorm the 
*' pilot is obliged to throw his goods into the fea, in order to avert the danger of fliip- 
" wreck ; by endeavouring to fave all, all would be loft. An ancient prelate of the king- 
" donihasveryjudiciouflyobferved.tliatitisimpoffibleforplentytofubfift, and forfubjects 
" to preferve their wealth, when the ftate is poor. The means I indicate will pro- 
" duce a faving of three million (of livres) yearly ; but though this be a confiderabla 
*' fum, it will not be fufficient to render the receipts equal to the expenditure." 

«* It now remains to provide for an encreafe of his majefty's revenue j not by freflv 
taxes, which the people are not in a fituation to fupport, but by innocent means, that 
" the king may continue to relieve his fubjeds by diminifhing the tailles, as he has al- 
u ready done this year. This may be effected by redeeming the crown lands, and certain 
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« parts of the revenue, which amount to upwards of twenty million. The defign is 
** not only ufeful, but juft and neceffary. There is no intention of exerting authority 
" for the purpofe of invading the property of individuals ; it is the intereft of kings ta 
" preferve the public faith inviolate ; it affords a fure refource in the hour of necef- 
*« fity. We fhall devife fome other means of providing for our prefent wants. The 
" king has accomplifhed fchcmes of no lefs importance than thofe which he has in con- 
*« temptation, and, with the grace of God, he will accomplifh others ft'rll more difficult. 
" If his majefty enjoys the additional revenue that will arife from the projected re- 
" demptions, that which now feems impoffible, and yet neceffary for the welfare of the 
" ftate, will then become eafy. The people, who contribute more by their blood, than 
" their fwcat, will be comforted. Whenever it fhall be neceffary to refift the attempts 
** of foreign powers, or to quell domeftic commotions, fhould God, for our fins, permit 
" a renewal of fuch calamities, or to execute fome project at once ufeful and glorious 
" to the ftate, the king will not be obliged to fuffer the opportunity to efcape, through 
" want of money. He will no longer have recourfe to extraordinary means ; and we 
" fhall no longer find it neceffary to court the favour of partifans, in order to have their 
*' advice, and to put our hands in their purfes, although they are generally filled with 
!• the king's money. We fhall no longer fee the fovereign courts employed in the rati* 
'* fication of new pecuniary edicts, and the king will only appear on his bed of juftice 
" for the purpofe of relieving his fubjects, by the abolition of thofe taxes which the 
*' neceffity of the times obliged him to impofe. In fhort, things will be reduced to 
" that fituation in which all honeft men have long wifhed to fee them, and good order 
44 will be eftablifhed on fuch a folid foundation that it will laft for ages. 

" You will tell me, gentlemen, and 1, perhaps, am of the fame opinion, that it is 
" eafy to propofc fuch falutary defigns, and that nothing is more agreeable than to talk 
M of them, but that their execution is attended with extreme difficulty. Yet, after 
M much ferious reflection, I do affirm, in prefence of the king, that we have expedients 
M capable of conducting us to the end of this work. His majefty has convened you, 
V gentlemen, to examine thofe expedients, and to determine which of them it will be 
*' beft to adopt. Be affured that whatever orders his majefty may give in confequence 
*' of your advice, fhall be punctually obeyed. Too great a multiplicity of remedies, 
" far from relieving a fick man, often occafions his death. This reflection obliges me to 
" obferre, by the way, that, to reftore France to its former fplendor, it will not be ne- 
" ceffary to publifh new ordonnances. It will be fufficient to enforce with rigor thofe 
" we now have. To talk little and do much, is what is expected from the good inten- 
" tions and folid difcernment of the perfons of which this affembly is compofed. The 
« king, has no doubt, gentlemen, but that you will ftrictly fulfil your duty on this oc- 
14 cafion. You will find, from the event, that his majefty even furpaffes himfelf, when 
« employed in affording proofs of benevolence to his fubjedts. The glory of re-eftab- 
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" liftiing France is refervedfor the virtue of fo great a monarch. How much are you in- 
** debted to lfun for permitting you to participate in the accomplHhmcnt of a project which 
" will render his memory immortal ? as for myielf I fhall blefs God if he take me from 
** this world as foon as I fhall have brought to a happy termination fo noble, fo 
" holy, and fo glorious an enterprise. " 

-This fulfome harangue was followed by fome others of a fimilar tendency, after which 
the king retired, and appointed the duke of Orleans prefident of the aflembly for the re- 
mainder of the feffions. On the eleventh of January, Richelieu preferred a memorial, 
confifting of thirteen articles, on which the king required the advice of the Notables. 
The firft of thefe related to a mitigation of the punifhment inflicted on ftate-criminals; 
a propofition which th« cardinal knew would be rejected by the magiftrates, and which 
he only made for the purpofe of indulging, in future, with a greater appearance of juftice, 
the natural' feverity of his difpofition 11 . Two other articles referred to the war with 
which the kingdom appeared to be threatened by the Englifh. The nobility and 
clergy, without entering into any examination of the bufinefs, exprefled their opinion 
that the king fhould be petitioned to encreafe his naval forces fo as to have a fuperiority 
at fea, and to raife eighteen thoufand infantry and two thoufand horfe. The provinces 
were to defray one third of the expence, and the king the reft. 

As foon as the aflembly had come to a decifion on the propofitions of the cardinal, 
the marquis D'Effiat, fuperintendant of the finances, prefented a long memorial, on the 
prefent ftate of the revenue, and of the debts of the crown. " If for the purpofe of 
" well-governing a ftate" — faid the marquis — " it were now requifite to felect rules, 
" the excellence of which had been confirmed by experience ; none could be found 
*' more certain than thofe which were adopted by the late king. No fooner had he 
" given peace to his fubjects, than France became a flourifhing kingdom, and all the 
u evils occafioned by the confufion of civil commotions were fpeedily repaired. Henry 
" the Great enforced a ftrict cbfervance of the old revenue-laws ; and his prudence was 
" fo confpicuous in the diftribution of rewards, that it is now intended to take him for a 
M model, which will doubtlefs enfure the admiration of future ages. Never did he 
" confer a gratification, but in a cafe of urgent neceflity, and with a view to the at- 
" tainment of fome defireable end. But as it is impoflible to prevent all the evils that 
u may occur, different accidents gave rife to extraordinary expences, and Henry was, 
** in the courfe of a few years, obliged to expend five millions more than he receiv- 
w ed. This confideration induced that wife and prudent monarch to lay by four or five 
" millions every year, to anfwer unexpected and extraordinary calls ; by which means 
" he left feveral millions at his death." 
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In explaining the caufes of the derangement that prevailed in the finances, during the 
6rfl years of the reign of Lewis, Effiat palliated, as well as he could, the vicious admi- 
ni fixation of Mary of Medicis. Far from imitating the prudent economy of her huf- 
band, that princefs fettled a penfion of a hundred thoufand crowns on the prince of 
Comle ; one of two hundred thoufand livres on the prince of Conti ; as much on the 
count of Soiffons ; and penfions of a hundred thoufand on the duke of Guife and fe. 
■*cral other perfons. Such was the indifcreet profufion of the regent that the king paid 
four or five million a year in penfiOns. The crown-lands were fo deeply mortgaged 
as to produce him but a mere trifle ; and though the Tailles amounted to near nine- 
teen millions he only received fix; the money paffing through the hands of two-and- 
twenty thoufand collectors ' 8 , who tranfmitted it to one hundred and fixty receivers of 
Tailles, by whom it was paid to one-and- twenty receivers-general, whofe bufinefs it was to 
fend the king what remained of it. The general farm of the Gabelles produced feven 
million and a half, without including the expence of collection, which amounted to 
two million. Of thefe feven million and a half, more than fix were mortgaged, fo that 
the king only received twelve hundred thoufand livres. The farm of the Aids was 
mortgaged for upwards of two million, and two thirds of all the other farms fcarcely fuf- 
ficed to difcharge the different encumbrances with which they were charged. In fhort, 
the affairs of Lewis were fo completely deranged that he fpent thirty million a year more 
than his ordinary revenue. 

The principal object in convening an affembly of Notables at this period of the 
monarchy, was generally to procure a confirmation of the refolutions which had been 
previoufly adopted by the minifters, when they were fearful cither of incurring the 
rcfentment of the principal nobility by diminifhing their authority, or the hatred of 
the people by the impofition of extraordinary taxes. As foon as Richelieu had taken 
the neceffary precautions with regard to this laft article, he proceeded to the other, and 
perfuaded the Notables to requell the king to demolifh fuch fortrefies as were not ne- 
ceffary to guard^the frontiers, under the fpecious pretext that they onlv ferved as an 
a/ylum for the malecontents, while the fupport of their garrifons was attended with 
confiderable e^ence. The duke of Guife, governor of Provence, and marefchal Cre- 
qui, lieutenant-general in Dauphine, who penetrated into the fecret defign of effecting 
a gradual diminution of the powers of governors of provinces, loudly exclaimed againft 
the attempts of cardinal Richelieu. But they were foon obliged to ykld to the tor- 
rent and be filent. - The parliaments, jealous of their credit and influence, and moftly at 
variance wilh the governors, fo ftrongly prefled the demolition of ufelefs fortrefies, that 
it was not neceffary for the cardinal to appear in the bufinefs. Guife, Crequi, and the 
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reft, had not even an appearance of reafon for complaining of his conduct, and the Ling 
only feemed to accord what the provinces earneftly required 

While the aflembly was fitting, the king published a declaration (on the fixteenth of 
February) with a view to prevent the alarm which the hoftile preparations he projected 
were peculiarly calculated to excite in the minds of his fubjects. In this he obferved that 
it was his intention to reunite all his fubjects in the unity of the Catholic church, by all 
the good ways of mildnefs, love, patience and good examples ; to re-eflablifh the dignity of the 
church by a rigid obfervance of the ccclefiaftical conflitutions, and royal ordonnances re- 
lating thereto ; and to fecure to his fubjecls of the Proteftant religion all the liberty 
which had been granted them, confirming them in the tranquil enjoyment of the be- 
nefits arifing from the edicts, till fuch time as it fhould pleafe God to enlighten their 
hearts, and bring them back into the bofom of the church. This declaration finifticd 
with a promife to relieve his people by taking off taxes to the amount of three million 
of livres, for the five years next fucceeding. 

On the twenty-fourth of February, the Notables having fulfilled the purpofe for which 
they had been aflembled, received their difmiflion. In the cahiers, drawn up in con- 
fequence of the propofitions fubmitted to the aflembly, they advifed the king — to ob- 
ferve certain rules for raifing and fubfifting the troops, fo as to prevent all inconvenience 
to the peafantry ; to maintain a Handing arming of eighteen thoufand foot and two thou- 
sand horfe, for the purpofe of enfuring the tranquillity of the kingdom, and of oppofing 
the attempts of foreign powers ; to regulate the expences of the king's houfhold, as well 
as that of the two queens, agreeable to the order eftablifhed by Henry the Fourth; to 
follow the example of that prince, who did not pay more than two million in yearly 
penfions ; to demolilh fuch forts and fortrefles as were fituated at a diftance from the 
frontiers ; to enforce the obfervance of certain regulations for the relief of poor gentle- 
men, captains, and foldiers, maimed in his majefty's fervice ; to punifh with feverity 
all fuch as fhould attempt to difturb the tranquillity of the public ; to admit a certain 
number of gentlemen into the king's councils; to diminifli the tailles ; to fupprefs a 
great number of ufelefs offices ; to redeem the crown-lands; to eflablifh good order in 
the adminiftration of the revenue ; to promote the extenfion of commerce both by fea 
and land ; and, laftly, not to fuffer the fubaltern pofls, as well civil as military, which 
depended on the offices of the crown, to be difpofed of by any other than his majefly. — i 
But Richelieu only followed fuch parts of this advice as tended to the augmentation of his 
own power, and to the diminution of the authority of the princes of the blood, the nobi- 
lity, officers of the crown, and governors of provinces ,0 . 

7» Memoires pour fervir a l'Hiftoire du Cardinal de Richelieu, 1627. — Journal de Baflbmpierie, torn, ii.— . 
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Whether the nobles were deceived by any promifes of the minifter, or really believed 
that the king intended to reform the abufes in the government, they were induced to 
prefent a particular requeft to the king, in which they reprefented the deplorable ftate 
to which the nobility of France were, at that time, reduced. " We leave, fire, to 
" hiftorians,"— faid they—" the care of explaining the different fources of nobility ; 
«' the antiquity of the true nobility proceeding from blood ; the dignities and privileges 
" they formerly enjoyed ; and the fervices they rendered to your glorious predecefiors. 
« The late king, your father, of immortal memory, acknowledged, that, next to the 
" affiftance of God, and his own valour, he was indebted, for the prefervntion of his 
" crown, to the courage and fidelity of the French nobility, the others order having 
" enlifted under the banners-of revolt. As we pique ourlelves more on our actions, than 
m our words, we fhall not here employ the flowers of oratory, in order to move your 
m majefty's compaffion for the decline and wretchednefs of the nobility, we fhall only 
" befeech you, Sire, to confider that they never were reduced to a fituation fo deplora- 
*.« bla. We obferve, with tears, the poverty which diftrefles ; that indolence which 
" promotes vice, and the oppreflion that leads to defpair. The. caufe of this muff, be 
" alcribed to the bad education which gentlemen receive ; to their mcfalllance with 
*' people of inferior rank ; and to the unbounded ambition of certain nobles of the laffc 
" centurv, which fo far diminifhed the benevolence and encreafed the niiftruft of our 
" fovereigns, that thev have thought it expedient to humiliate gentlemen, to exalt the 
M third cftate, and t© exclude us from the poffeflion of places and dignities. Since that 
" time, Sire, the nobility is totally funk : they have no longer any fhare in the ad- 
" miniftration of juftice, or of the revenue, and your predecefiors excluded them from 
" their councils. If your majefiy will condefcend to remedy this misfortune, it will 
" bean aiStion worthy of your prudence and magnanimity. The moft noble part of 
" the ftate, and the moft neceflary for extending thole victories you have in contem- 
*' plation, will then be preferved from the ruin with which they are threatened, and 
" reftored to their former fplendor." 

• The nobles farther requefted that the governments of provinces, thofe places in his 
houfhold which were always occupied by the nobility, and military employments, 
fhould no longer be expofed to fale, nor rendered hereditary by furvivorfhip ; that they 
might be filled by none but gentlemen ; that gentlemen fhould be preferred to others in the 
diflribution of benefices, founded by their anceftors ; that young ladies of noble birth 
fhould be received into the royal monafteries without a portion ; that a fourth of the 
regiments and companies of cavalry maintained by the king in time of peace fhould be 
filled by gentlemen ; that the great number of colleges for the ftudy of the fciences fhould 
be reduced ; that in every province there fhould be a college eftahlifhed where the young 
nobility might be inftrudted in the military art, and acquire fuch knowledge as was ne- 
ceflary for the formation of a foldier ; that the children of poor gentlemen fhould receive 
inflruftion gratis; that his raajefty would name a certain number of nobles, more 
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learned, and more aecuftomed to bufinefs, than the reft, who fliou'kl have feats in the 
parliament; that a third of the members of the different councils fhould be taken from 
the nobility ; that his majefty would be pleafed to eitablifh a council of war, to which 
the marefchals of France, the principal officers of the crown, 3nd the ir.oif experienced 
captains in the kingdom fhould be invited ; that, in conformity to the ancient ordon- 
nances, no rotur'icr fhould be allowed to acquire fiefs and territorial poffeffions, unlefs he 
had his majefly 's exprefs permiffion for that purpofe ; and, laftly, that gentlemen might 
he at liberty to enter into trade without forfeiting their privileges 81 . This requeft was 
favourably received, though little attention was paid to it. 

The affairs of Richelieu were now in a mod profperous fituation. Lewis placed a 
greater confidence in him than ever; the duke of Orleans paid, at leafl in appearance, 
great deference to his opinion ; the affembly of the notables approved of his projects, 
and praifed his adminiftration ; the court of Rome was fatisficd with his conduct ; and 
his enemies, fecret or avowed, did not dare to oppofe him. The reduction of Rochelle 
was the only thing wanting to complete the eftablifhment of his authority within the 
kingdom, and of his reputation without. This was the objecT: of his occupations by day, 
and of his reflections by night: this was the end of all his negociations with foreign 
powers, and of his deliberations in the king's council : he foothed the Spaniards ; en- 
deavoured as much as poffible to avoid a rupture with the Englilh ; and renewed the 
treaties with the ftates-general of the United Provinces. The Protectant princes of 
Germany gave him no apprehenfions; the emperor affording them fufficient employ- 
ment: he was only anxious to prevent Ferdinand from completing his project for reduc- 
ing them to a ftate of fubjeclion, while Lewis was engaged in a war with his fubjecls. 
But fpite of all the precautions which Richelieu could adopt for avoiding a war with 
England, he found he fhould at laft be obliged to encounter that difficulty. In facl; 
both Charles and Lewis were at this time governed by their refpeclive favourites, and 
the paffions of Buckingham and Richelieu were now confulted in preference to the in- 
terefls of their mafters. 

At the time when the king of England married by proxy the princefs Henrietta, the 
duke of Buckingham had been fent to France, in order to grace the nuptials, and con- 
duct the new queen to England. The eyes of the French court were directed by curio- 
fity towards that man, who had enjoyed the unlimited favour of two fucceffive mon- 
archs, and who, from a private flation, had been raifed, in the earlieft youth, to the abfo- 
Jute government of three kingdoms. The beauty of his perfon, the gracefulnefs of his. 
air, the fplendour of his equipage, his fine tafte in drefs, feflivals and caroufals, corre- 
fponded to the prepofleffions entertained in his favour: the affability of his behaviour, 
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the gaiety of his manners, the magnificence of his expence, encrcafed ftill farther 
the general admiration that was paid him: all bufinefs having been previoufly 
conceited, the time was devoted to mirth and entertainments; and, during thefe fplendid. 
fcenes, among that gay people, Buckingham found himfelf in a fituation in which he 
was perfectly qualified to excel. But his great fuccefs at Paris proved as fatal as his for- 
mer failure at Madrid, where the countels of Olivarez was the object of his pafiion. 
Encouraged by the fmiles of the court, he prefumed, if Nani, the Venetian hiftorian, 
may be credited, to carry his ambitious addrefles to the queen herfelf. But Nani does 
juftice to the virtue of that princefs, who, he tells us, laughed at the ridiculous vanity of 
Buckingham 82 , as much as fhe defpifed the artifices of the fupple Richelieu. That 
vanity, however, led the duke fo far to prefume on her good graces, that, after his de- 
parture, he fecretly returned upon fome pretence, and, paying a vifit to the queen, was 
difmilTed with a reproof, which favoured more of pity than of indignation' 5 . 

Information of this conduct was foon conveyed to Richelieu, whofe vigilance on this 
occalion is faid to have been farther rouzed by jealoufy. He, too, either from vanity or 
politics, had, it is faid, ventured to pay his addrefles to the queen. But in a conteft of 
this nature, Richelieu was no match for Buckingham, and the difappointment he expe- 
rienced induced him to thwart the projects of his rival. He in Ai lied into the mind of his 
matter fentiments of jealoufy and miftruft ; and foon after the departure of Bucking- 
ham, one of the ladies of the queen's bed-chamber, and feveral of her domeftics, were 
difmifled from her fervicc. When the duke was making preparations for a new embaffy 
to Paris, a meffage was fent him from Lewis, that he muft not think of fuch a journey. 
In a romantic paflion, Buckingham fwore, that he would fee the queen in fpite of all the 
power of France , and, from that moment, he determined to engage England in a war 
with that kingdom. 

He firft took advantage of fome quarrels, excited by the queen of England's atten- 
dants ; and he perfuaded Charles to difmifs at once all her French fervants, contrary to 
the articles of the marriage treaty 8 *. He encouraged the Englim {hips of war and pri- 
vateers to feize veflels belonging to the French merchants, which he forthwith con- 
demned as prizes, by a fentence of the court of admiralty. But finding all thefe inju- 
ries produced only remonftrances and embattles, or at moft reprifals, he refolved to 
fecond the intrigues of the duke of Soubize, and to undertake a military expedition 
againft that kingdom. 
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Soubize, who was then at London, ftrongly folicited Charles to embrace the profec- 
tion of the French Hugonots. He reprefented, that, after the inhabitants of Rcchelle 
had been fupported by the combined fquadrons of England and Holland ; after peace was 
concluded with the French king, under Charles's mediation, the ambitious cardinal was 
ftill meditating the deftruction of the Hugonots; that preparations were filewtly mak- 
ing in every province of France for the fuppreffion of their religion ; that forts were 
erected in order to bridle Rochelle, the moft confiderable bulwark of the Proteftants ; 
that the reformed in France caft their eyes on Charles as the head of their faith, and 
confidered him as- a prince engaged, by intereft as well as inclination, to fupport them ; 
that, fo long as their party fubfifted, Charles might rely on their attachment as much as 
on that of his own fubjects ; but if their liberties were once ravifhed from them, the 
power of France, freed from this impediment, would foon become formidable to Eng- 
land, and to all the neighbouring nations. 

To accomplifh the project which Richelieu had formed for the reduction of Rochelle, 
as well as to oppofe the attacks of the Englifh, it was neceffary to enter into a league 
with fome foreign power, who would either furnifh France with fhips, or elfe make a 
divcrfion in her favour, by attacking the Englifh coafts. Richelieu negociated for this 
purpofe with the court of Madrid. Charles had, fome time fince, declared waragainll 
the king of Spain, who would now have been glad to revenge the infults fufiained from 
the Englifh fleets, by his fubjects, at Cadiz, and different parts of his dominions. The 
duke of Buckingham forefaw that France would have recourfe to a league with Spain 
at this conjuncture ; and he, therefore, propofed, at Bruffels, a truce for feveral years. He 
even offered fo comprifein it the king of Denmark, and the ftates-general of the United 
Provinces. But the meafures of Buckingham were ill-concerted. The emperor and 
the king of Spain did not hefitate at rejecting a proportion which prevented the former 
from profiting by the victories obtained by his generals in Lower Saxony ; and the latter 
from extending his conquefts in the Netherlands. The Spaniards had conceived the 
moft fanguine hopes of fuccels, fince the capture of Breda ; the death of Maurice, prince 
of Orange ; and the augmentation of the power of the hpufe of Auftria in Germany. 
It was the intereft of the emperor and the king of Spain fo to manage matters that the 
French and Englifh might find fufEcient employment for each other, while Ferdi- 
nand completed the reduction of the Proteftants in Germany ; and Philip attacked the 
United Provinces. 

Thefe confiderations induced the Conde duke of Olivarez to lend a favourable ear to 
the propofals of cardinal Richelieu, who offered to conclude an oftenfive league between 
the two crowns againft that of England, in virtue whereof Lewis and Philip fhould 
furniih each other with fhips ; and attack, in conjunction, the dominions of Charles. 
This league was concluded with great fecrecy : the Spaniards promifed to attack England 
and Ireland with a fleet of fifty fail; but it was foon difcovered that their only defign 
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was to furnifli employment for Lqwis and Charles, while Philip and Ferdinand acted in 
concert for the aggrandizement of their houfe. 

Richelieu infilled on receiving an explanation from the flates-general of the United 
Provinces previous to the rupture between England and France. The French ambafla- 
dor at the Hague had orders to afk how they meant to con dud: themfelves, in cafe fuch 
an event fliould occur, and to threaten that the king would immediately withdraw what 
troops he had in their fervice, if they refufed to give a pofitive anfwer. The ftates, thus 
prefled, engaged to obferve a Ariel: neutrality between the contending powers, which was 
all that could be reafonably required of them. Soon after this, Lewis concluded a frefli 
treaty of alliance with the Dutch, by which he engaged to pay the flates-general the 
yearly fum of one million of livres, while they flipulated to aflift France with their 
naval forces againft all powers whatever, except the king of England; to remain per- 
fectly neuter between the two crowns; and not to conclude any truce or peace with 
Spain, without giving the king three months notice of their intentions, and without 
having previoufly obtained his confent. In cafe of neglect to fulfil the terms of the 
treaty, on the part of the flates-general, they agreed to reftore all the money they 
fliould have received from the king, who fliould alfo be empowered to recall his troops 
from their fervice Ss . 

Mirabel, the Spanifli ambaflador, complained of the conduct of Lewis in renewing 
his alliance with the rebellious fubje&s of his mafter, at the very time that he was 
courting the friendfliip and afliftance of Philip. But Richelieu appeafed the ambaflador, 
by telling him that the treaty with the flates-general was advantageous to his fovereign] 
fince it reftrainedthe Dutch from affording any fuccours to the Englifli. ** Have pa 
« tience"— faid the artful cardinal to Mirabel—" until this afFair be finifhed, and you 
" will fee that we are difpofed to aflifl the Catholic king againft all his enemies, with- 
" out excepting even the United Provinces." The Dutch ambaflador, apprized of 
this convention, complained in his turn j when Richelieu endeavoured to fatisfy him, 
by promifing him the contrary of what he had promifed the marquis of Mirabel. 

The king of England endeavoured, on his part, to form alliances againft France, and 
formed a plan for fupporting the Proteftant party, while his fleet was to attack the coaft 
under the conduct of the duke of Buckingham. Charles Emanuel, duke of Savov pro- 
mifed to fupply the count of Soiflbns with troops to enable him to make an irruption 
,nto the provinces of Dauphine and Provence. The duke of Lorraine, ftimuIateH Ky 
the duchefs of Chevreufe, who had retired to Nanci, was preparing to enter France with 
his own troops, and rhofe which the emperor, enraged at the intrigues of Richelieu in 
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Germany, promifed to fend to his afliftance. The duke of Rohan had already engaged 
to take up arms as foon as the English ftvould have entered the kingdom; and, in tho 
mean time, urged by Montague, whom Buckingham had entrufted with the negotiation, 
hecherifhed the difcontents of the reformed in Languedoc, and the Cevennes. A finer 
project than that which Buckingham had formed cannot eafily he conceived. " The 
" king, my mafter," — laid Montague to the duke of Rohan — " will embark thirty thou- 
fand men in three different fleets. One fhall fail towards Rochelle, another to the 
" coaft of Guienne, and a third to Normandy. Ten thoufand men (hall be landed at 
*' each place; and we mean to block up the mouths of the Seine, the Loire, and the 
*' Garonne, You are requefted, Sir r tohold yourfelf in readinels, with a ftrong body of 
** Protectants, to join the Englifh troops which will difembark near the city of Bour- 
" deaux 86 ." This fcheme was practicable; and had Buckingham difplayed a tolerable 
fhare of addrefs in the execution of his plan, France, attacked in fo many places at the 
fame time, would have been unable to reiift the united efforts of her enemies. Cardinal 
Richelieu, apprized of the intrigues of Montague, placed fpies upon his conduct, and 
after follow.ygg.him about from place to place, at length had him arretted in the month of 
Septemher^^He was afterwards releafed from prifon, at the folicitation of the duke of 
Lorraine i^feut the papers that were found on him led to a difcovery of the alliances he 
had formed, :find enabled the cardinal to counteract his projects. 
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The Englifh, meanwhile, had fitted out a fleet of a hundred fail, and an army of feven 
thoufand men, for the invafion of France, both of which were entrufted to the com- 
mand of the duke of Buckingham, who was altogether unacquainted both with land and 
fea fervice. The fleet appeared before Rochelle on the ninth of July, but the mayor 
and the principal mag;iltratcs r being gained, by the court, refafed the Englifti admiffion 
into the harbour, fothat Soubize was obliged to take a floop and land by himfelf 8 '. All 
the military operations of Buckingham evinced equal incapacity and inexperience. In- 
ftead of following the advice of Soubize, and attacking Oleron, an iflandrat once fertile 
and defencelefs, he bent his courfe to the ifle of Rhc, which was well-garrifoned and 
ftrongly fortified. Having landed his men, though with fome lofs, he neglected to follow the 
blow, and allowed Toiras, the French governor, a refpite of five days, during which the 
fort of Saint Martin was victualled and provided for a fiegc ss . He left behind him the 
fmall fort of Prie, which could at firft have made no rtfiftance: though refolved to re- 
duce Saint Martin by famine, he guarded, the fea with fuch negligence, that the French 
found means to throw info it provilions and ammunition : then defpairing to t.ike it by 
the mode he had projected, he attacked it, on the fixth of November, without having 
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made any breach, and rafhly threw away the lives of the foldiers. Having found that a 
French army had ftolen over in fmall divifions, and had landed at Prie, the fort which he 
had at firft overlooked, he began to think of a retreat ; but made it fo unfkilfully, that 
it was equivalent to a total rout : he was the laft of the army that embarked ; and he re- 
turned to England, after lofing two-thirds of his land forces. 

During hefe tran factions, the duchefs of Orleans had expired, four days after fhe had 
given birth to a daughter. Gallon was deeply affected by the death of a wife whofe 
beauty had won, and whofe virtues had fecured, his affections. The king, on the con- 
trary, was rejoiced at the event, and in order to deter his brother from contracting a fe- 
cond marriage, he urged his favourites to encourage his love of pleafure, and to lead him 
into every kind of debauchery 89. 

Meanwhile, the duke of Rohan had publiflied a manifefto, in which he demonfhated 
that every treaty which had been made with the reformed during the prefent reign, had 
been violated by the court ; and that the grand object of Richelieu was the deftruc- 
tion of the Proteftant faith. After an ample detail of the acts of injuftice fuftained by 
the Hugonots in general, and by himfelf in particular, he continued thus: — " I do not 
" pretend to anfwer thofe who maintain that we ought not to repel force by force : that 
** perfecution and the worftof treatment cannot juftify our refiftance ; and that the only 
" arms which true Chriftians oppofe to their enemies, are patience, and a heart prepared 
" to fuffer martyrdom. I leave that queftion to be decided by theologians and jurifcon- 
" fults. I fhall only obferve that fuch language, in the mouths of our enemies, is the 
M effect of their ardent defire to promote our ruin ; and that if fomc of our people 
" make ufe of the fame, it is becaufe they have received fome penfion, or expect fome 
" gratification, from the court. Apoftacy is generally feen to follow clofe upon the 
" fermons of your zealous preachers of patience. I am not furprized that our enemies 
" fhould endeavour to lead us aftray, and to reduce us to a ftate of flavery, without 
" trouble to theinfelves. Long experience has taught them, that, our, refiftance making 
** .them partake in our dangers and our fears, they cannot make an attempt on our lives 
" without expofing their own ; and that it is a furer and more eafy way to murder us in 
" our beds, or to drag us to prifon or to death, than to force us in a breach, or in an en- 
" trenchment. But I am very much aftonilhed at the effrontery of thofe people. Every 
«• body knows what little refpeft they have for the fuperior powers eftablifhed by God. 
" What leagues have they not formed ? not for defending their own religion, but for 
" containing their fovereign to extirpate the religion of others ; not for the purpofe of 
" obtaining peace and liberty of confeience, but for compelling kings to carry on an 
" unjuft and barbarous war againft their own fubj C a$ ; and for dethroning one mon- 
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i] arch, under a pretext that they cannot obey a prince who profeffes a religion different 
" from their own. 

M As to thofc among ourfclves who hold the fame language, I am willing to believe 
" that fome of them wifh the ancient zeal of our church renewed; and are fearful that 
" piety will be loft amidft the ufual licentioufnefs of arms. But I alfo know that there 
" are others who are influenced by far different motives. Molt of them are fo little 
" difpofed to follow the maxims they feek to inculcate, that, for a hundred crowns, they 
'? would willingly adopt principles directly contrary. As for myfelf, who have re- 
" ceived my religion from my forefathers, 1 endeavour to imitate their zeal, and to fol- 
" low their examples. The objection, now ftated, has been long ago refolved by di- 
" vines, eminent for the purity of their doctrine, and the ardour of their piety. The 
" theologians of the prefent age neither furpafs them in the one nor in the other. I am of 
" opinion, that if God means to deliver us, as he has repeatedly delivered his church, 
" from oppreffion by human means, far from oppofmg his endeavours, we ought to labour 
" in conjunction with the inftrument of our deliverance. Our holy and brave prede- 
" ceflbrs acted in this manner : and it was by their firm and courageous reliftance, that- 
« God procured freedom and repofe for his faithful fervants." 

After ftrenuoufly exhorting his countrymen to profit by the favourable opportunity 
which now prefented itfelf, and not to reject the proffered afliftance of the Englifh 
monarch ; he concluded thus : " My life is a burden to me amidft fo many public afflic- 
**■ tions ; and I am determined not to furvive the total deftruclion of our church. Time 
" will fhew that I have no wifh to promote my own aggrandizement. I forefee the 
*« dangers to which I am expofed ; but, preffed by my confeience, I am refolved to fhed 
" the laft drop of my blood, in defence of fo righteous a caufe. If I am reduced to 
" beg my bread in a foreign kingdom, God will at leaft juftify me in the eyes of the 
" world, and prove that my only wifh has been to facrificemy private interefts, my for- 
t* tune, and my life, for the delivery of the church. I lay no claim to exemption from 
" the obedience and fidelity I owe to my fovereign : if I am the caufe or the occafion 
F of the ill-treatment experienced by thofe who profefs the fame religion with myfelf, 
** I am ready to fubmit to a voluntary exile, to pafs the reft of my days among foreign- 
" ers, and to deprive myfelf of all honours and worldly advantages, provided our church 

he reft o red to the poffeffion of its privileges. Content with having procured repofe for 
" my brethren, I will offer up continual thanks to God, for allowing me once more to 
" behold his people releafed from fervitude and anguifh, and to enjoy the happinefs of 
f confidering myfelf as the inftrument of their deliverance." 

Soon after the publication of this manifefto, Rohan and Soubize were declared trai- 
tors. The parliament of Touloufc, which had no jurifdiction over the peers of France, 
had the audacity to fentence the former to b« quartered ; a price was fixed upon his 
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head, and fifty thoufand crowns, with a patent of nobility, were offered as a reward to 
any man who would affafiinate the duke. The royal army, meanwhile, had been en- 
trufted to the duke of Orleans ; but the king, not lefs anxious than his minifter to de- 
prive that prince of every opportunity of diftinguiihing himfelf, determined to take the 
field himfelf : and, though fcarcely recovered from a dangerous fever, he left Paris to- 
wards the end of September, having firft appointed Mary of Medicis regent of the pro- 
vinces on this fide the Loire. The dukes of Elbeuf and Longuevi He received orders to 
guard the coafts of Picardy and Normandy, and to oppofc the Englifh, in cafe they fhould 
be tempted to make a diverfion in either of thofe provinces ; and the command of the 
fleet that was collecting in the ports of Brittany was given to the duke of Guife 90 . 

The blockade of Rocbclle had been formed fome time when the king joined the 
army. Nothing can fhew the hoftile intentions of the court towards the inhabitants of 
that city more than their conduct on this occafion. The Rocbellers, far from evincing 
a difpofition to revolt, had made the moft folemn proteftations of fidelity to the king: 
they even offered to aflift his majefty againft the Englifh, provided he would confent to 
fequeftratc Fort Louis, either in the hands of the marefchal de la Force, the marefchal de 
Chatillon, or of the duke of Tremouille, and enforce a flrict observance of the treaty of 
Montpellier, until fuch time as the promifes made by the king, on the fubject of the de- 
molition of Fort Louis, fhould be completely fulfilled. Neither of the three noblemen 
propofed bytheRochellers could be fufpect-ed by the court, fince, far from fupporting the 
duke of Rohan, and the reft of the Hugonot party who had taken up arms for their com- 
mon defence, they openly cenfured their conduct, in joining the ancient enemies of the 
kingdom. The offer, however, was rejected, and the Rochellers, perceiving that their 
deftruction was refolved on, found themfelves reduced to the neceffity of adopting 
the moft efficacious meafures for the defence of their city, and the preservation of their 
privileges- 

After the departure of the Englifh from the coaft of France, Richelieu, inflated with 
•fuccefs, betrayed an inclination to infult all thofe officers whofe claims to diftinction were 
greater than his own. The king's brother was the conftant object of his jealoufy and 
refentment ; deprived of the command of the army, which, though nominally under the 
conduct of Lewis, was, in fact, fubject to the orders of the cardinal, Gafton retired, in 
■difguft, with a firm refolution not to return during the fiege-of Rochelle. On his arri- 
val at Paris, he endeavoured to difpel the melancholy which preyed on his mind, by 
joining in different parties of pleafure. He appeared deeply ftricken by the merit and 
beauty of the princefs Maria de Gonzaga, daughter to the duke of Nevers, who fucceed- 
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ed, towards the end of the prefent year, to the duchy of Mantua. But this rifing paf- 
fion was highly difapprovcd by the queen-mother, who could never forget the mortifica- 
tion flie had fuftained from the duke of Nevers, during her adininiftration ; and who had 
hetfelf conceived a project for marrying the duke of Orleans to a princefs of Tufcany, 
of the houfe of Medicis. The pretext fhe employed for difluading Gafton from con- 
tracting an alliance with the princefs Maria, was this — that the flrong medicines which 
fhe had taken in the courfe of a violent fit of ficknefs had occafionedan abfolute fterility". 

Intent on the reduction of Rochelle, Lewis, immediately after the departure of the 
Englifh, ordered complete lines of ctrcumvallation to be drawn round the city, defend- 
ed by thirteen forts and a great number of redoubts: the extent of thefe lines was 
three leagues, and they were fo fituated as not to be within reach of a mufquet fliot. 
All communication being cut off" by land, it only remained to prevent the introduction 
of fuccours by fea. For this purpofe Richelieu refolved if poflible to block up the en- 
trance of the harbour, and various experiments were accordingly tried by an Italian en- 
gineer, who had diftinguifhed himfelf at the fiege of Offend ; but all his floating works 
were fpeedily deftroyed by the violence of the waves. The duke of Epernon, when he 
commanded the army deftined for the reduction of Rochelle, fix or feven years before 
this period, had expreffed his opinion, (an opinion which he had frequently repeated 
fince that time ) that nothing effectual could be done, unlefs a folid mole were thrown a- 
■crofs the harbour. The duke of Angouleme was of the fame opinion, and Richelieu now 
plainly faw that it was the only expedient that was likely to anfwer. This immenfe 
work, a mile in extent, was accordingly undertaken, and completed under the aufpices 
of the cardinal ; it was made fufficiently flrong to refift the violence of the waves ; and 
its diftance from the city was fuch as to exempt the workmen from danger '*. 

Guiton, mayor of Rochelle, a man of a flrong mind, and pofleffed of great perfon.il 
courage, difplayed as great zeal and vigilance in the defence of the place, as were lhown 
by the befiegers in their attempts to reduce it. The mayor moft earneffly exhorted his 
fellow citizens to fubrait to all the rigours of a long fiege, rather than forfeit their free- 
dom and be defpoil«d of their privileges. Guiton hrd been elected mayor fince the 
king's arrival at the camp; he had, at firft, refufed to accept the proffered honour, but 
overcome, at length, by the prayers and entreaties of the inhabitants, he feized a poniard 
and exclaimed ; " I will be mayor, fince you will have it fo ; but on condition that I 
u fhall be allowed to plunge this poniard into the bofom of the firft man who fliall 

talk of furrendering. I cenfent to be ferved in the fame manner, the moment I pro- 
" pofe to capitulate. The poniard fhall conftantly remain, for this purpofe, on the 

9 1 Le Vaflbr, torn. v. liv. xxiv. p. 688. 91 Hiftoire du Miniftere Ju Cardinal de Richelieu, 16:7. — Vie d* 
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" table of the apartment in which we aflemblc at the town-houfe M ." The firmnefs 
difplayed by Guiton on this occafion flrongly refembled that of Euttache de Saint- 
Pierre, at the fiege of Calais. A friend having one day fhewn Guiton a perfon pf their 
acquaintance who was dying with hunger and fatigue, the mayor coolly obferve<*: « Are 
" you furprized at this ? both you and 1 muft experience the fame fate unlels we are 
" fpeedily fuccoured." Being told, another time, that all the inhabitants were perifh- 
ing with hunger—" Very well"— faid Guiton—" it is enough that one remains to fhut 
the gates." 

A. D. 1628.] The French fleet, under the command of the duke of Guife, appear- 
ed before Rochelle, towards the end of January, where it was foon after joined by a 
Spanifh fleet. The marquis of Spinola, alike able in the cabinet and the field, paid a 
tfifit to the French camp, and was received by Lewis with the diftincYion that was due to 
his merit. But that Ikilful politician plainly forefaw that the downfall of the Proteftant 
party in France would inevitably lead to a dangerous extenfion of the regal power, and, 
by rendering Lewis the abfolute mafter of his dominions, create a rival highly formi- 
dable to his own fovereign, and all the neighbouring powers. Imprefled with thefe ideas, 
he opened his mind on the fubject to Philip, on his return to Madrid; and had the pru- 
dent advice of Spinola been followed, the arms that were employed to fecond would 
foon have been ufed to oppofe the daring efforts of Lewis and his minifter. 

Confident of fuccefs, Richelieu now began to exercife the mod arbitrary power-, 
many of the Proteftant nobility, who had remained inactive during the prefent conteft, 
were arretted on vague fufpicions or malicious accufations, and fubjecled to all the rigours 
of a clofe imprifonment. Lewis, imprefled with the mod lofty ideas of his minifter 'a 
honour and talents, returned to the capital, and refigned to Richelieu the command of 
the army. The artful prieft, who grafped at every thing that could either tend to the 
gratification of his ambitious fchemes, or enable him to fatiate his (pint of revenge, 
eagerly accepted the proffered truft"; and rejoiced at the abfence of his fovereign, fince 
it afforded him an opportunity of claiming for himfelf all the honours that were reaped 
in the field. 

Immediately after the king's arrival at Paris, Mary of Mcdicis perceived an altera- 
tion in his conduct toward her. Prejudiced by the malignant infinuations of Richelieu, 
he no longer repofed the fame confidence in his mother ; and fo deeply had he ftudicd 
the art of diflimulation, that Mary had the greateft difficulty imaginable to extort 
from him a reproach, that fhe difplayed greater affection for her fecond fon than for him- 
felf. The uneafinefsof the queen-mother on this difcovery encreafed ; fhe began to enter- 

93 Le ValTor, torn. v. liv. xxiv. p. 690, 69*. 
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tain apprehcnfi-ons that the ungrateful cardinal was fecretly promoting the difgrace of 
Ins benefactrefs, and attempting to acquire an abfolute afcendancy over the mind of a 
monarch, who was ever alive to jealoufy and fufpicion. At a lofs how to extricate 
herfelf from her prefcnt embarraffinent, Mary had recourfe to a ftratagem ; and made 
Lewis believe that an open quarrel fubfifted between her and Gafton, on account of the 
pafllon of the latter for Maria di Gonzaga, which fhe (the queen-mother) ftrenuoufly 
oppofed. Gafton, in order to favour the deception confented to pay frequent vifits to the 
princefs, and to feign a paflion he no longer felt; while Mary affected extreme indig- 
nation at the refractory conduct of her fon. By tins collufion both the king and court 
were deceived for fome time 94 . 

The cardinal made fome unfuccefsful attempts to take Rochclle by affault, but the 
vigilance of the inhabitants difconcerted his meafurcs, and he was compelled to abide by 
the more flow, though not lefs fatal, effects of famine. The hopes of the befiged were 
revived, on the eleventh of May, by the appearance of a fleet from England, command- 
ed by the earl of Denbigh. They crowded to their ramparts with the expectation qf 
immediate relief, and Richelieu trembled for the flrudture which his daring ambition 
had erected ; but he was preferved from difgrace by the treachery or cowardice of the 
Englifh admiral ; and the earl of Denbigh, after throwing into the city a fcanty fup- 
ply of corn, declined an engagement, and retired to Portfmouth. To efface the dif- 
honour which this failure had caff upon the Englifh arms, the duke of Buckingham de- 
termined, in perfon, to refume the command ; but while his prefence haftened the pre-r. 
parations for his departure, he fell a victim to the gloomy rage of a fanatic, named Fel- 
ton, who avowed himfelf prompted to the atrocious deed by the remonftrance of the 
Commons, that declared the duke the fource of every national grievance, and the great 
enemy of the public. 

All communication with Rochelle being cut off both by fea and land, the people 
were reduced to the neceflity of fubfifting on food the moft filthy and unwholefome. 
But notwithftanding thefe inconveniences the greater part of the inhabitants flill pre- 
ferved their courage. The fhenuous exhortations of fome of their miniflers ; the pru- 
dence and firmnefs of the mayor ; and the infinuations and example of the duchefs of 
Rohan and her daughter, who took no other food, during three months, than horfe-flefh, 
with only four or five ounces of bread a day ; gave flrength to the feeble, and additional 
courage to the brave. But a hungry populace are with difficulty reftrained ; and neither 
the care nor feverity of Guiton could prevent fuch as had lefs conftancy, and lefs re- 
ligious zeal than the reft, from occafionally venting their difcontents. The king, 
apprized of what was pafflng in the town, fomented their divifions, by frequent cita- 
tions to furrender, addrefled to the inhabitants, whom he endeavoured to allure by ths 
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profpe£t of obtaining tolerable terms for themfclves 95 . The municipal officers were 
affembled on the occafion, and moft of them were of opinion that the king's offers fhouli 
be accepted ; but the influence of Guiton prevailed, and it was refolved to hold out ta 
the laft extremity. 

A refolution having been adopted for expelling all ufelcfs mouths from the city, a vnft 
multitude of old men, women, and children, were conducted to one of the gates during 
the night ; awd by the morning thty leached the forts- and lines of the befiegers. The>y 
were there treated with the greateft inh-umanky ; the men wcie dripped to the fkin» 
and the women to their (hifts 9 *, and then driven back towards the town with mufquet? 1 , 
forks, and other weapons. The gates being fliut againfl them, tliefe miferable fugitives 
were compelled to remain in the meadows between the town and the camp, where they 
lub filled on grafs. Lewis and Richelieu, deflitute of every principle of humanity, cauf- 
ed tne troops to fire on the wretched victims, and' even ordered the gr*afs, which ferved 
them for food, to be mowed down and carried away 97 ; fo that, but for the companion of 
the inhabitants, who at length received them into the town, every one. of them mufi 
have perifhed~ 

The king ferrt word to the Rochellers, that if they perfifled in their refufal to furren- 
der, they fliould receive no quarter ; they accordingly offered to give up the town on 
condition that their privileges fhould be prefcrved ; but this was rejected by Richelieu, 
who alfo refufed to fuffer the fortifications of the city to remain. This refufal afforded 
Guiton a favourable opportunity for reprefenting to the people that it was the fixed 
refolution of the court to defpoil them of their rights and privileges ; and for exhorting 
them to prefer death to flavery. Warmed by his exhortations the inhabitants felt their 
courage revive ; they immediately broke off the negotiation ; and prepared to defend 
themfelves with vigour until the arrival of fuccours, which the king of England had 
promifed to fend them, with the utmoft expedition. After Buckingham's death, the 
command of the Englilh fleet and army was conferred on the earl of Lindcfey,. who ap* 
geared off Rochelle on the twenty-eighth of September. The hopes of the Roehcllcrs 
were again raifed ; and again dif.ippointed. The Englifh admiral made fome feeble ar> 
tempts to break through the mole, and force an entrance into the harbour ; but his efl- 
forts were neither directed with fkill, nor enforced with fpirit ; and, after a vain and 
fruitlefs canonade, the Rochellers were left to make their own terms. Wholly unable 
to make any farther refinance, the brave inhabitants at length agreed to capitulate ^and 
the articles wt> figned on the twenty-eighth of October.. 

w Memoiies d« Rohan, I. iv.— Hiftoire du Minifteie du Cardinal de Richelieu, 1618— Bernard, HiUoire de 
Uuis XIIL ife, xiu 96 u ValTor, torn. v. liv, xxv. j>. 8n. 97 Cgnti n .<le Mezer«i,;om. i. p. 310. 
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The king would only grant to the Rochellers an amnefty for the pail ; the enjoyement 
of their property ; and the free exercife of the reformed religion, within the town. Their 
privileges, their fortifications, and their magiftracy were left to the mercy of the victor 
The duchefs-dowager of Rohan and her daughter, would not have their names inferted 
in the treaty, as well from refpecl: for the king, as through fear that the world might be 
induced to believe, that the treaty had been figned at their inftigaiion. They underftood, 
however, that they were included, as well as the reft of the French and the foreigners 
who were then at Rochelle, to whom his majefty had fecured the free enjoyment of their 
lives, their liberty, and property. But as the viclor — to ufe the words of the duke of Rohan — 
generally affumes the right of interpreting as he pleafes the terms of capitulation, the king's 
council determined that thefe two ladies were not comprehended in the articles, fince 
their names were not fpecifically mentioned. In confequence of this determination, 
Lewis, who ought to have had more honour than to avail himfelf of fo pitiful a fubter- 
fuge, ordered them both, without refpecl; for the age of the duchefs, who was more than 
feventy, to be confined in the caftle of Niort. 

On the thirtieth of O&ober, the Swifs and French guards entered the city, headed by 
the duke of Angouleme, and marefchal Schornberg. The deplorable fituation to which 
the place was reduced excited fentiments of horror and compaffion in all who witnefled 
the difmal fcene. The ftreets and houfes were infeQed with putrid bodies that remained 
un-interred. Towards the end of the fiege the Rochellers, who rather refembled fkeletons 
than living beings, had become fo weak as to be unable to bury their dead. The moft 
acceptable prefent that could be made to the furvivors was a mouthful of bread ; which 
they regarded as an infallible remedy againft death ; though it was a remedy that proved 
fatal to many from the avidity with which they fwallowed it. On the firft of Novem- 
ber the king made his entry into the city, preceded by the cardinal, mounted on a fu- 
perb courfer. Indeed this was rather the triumph of the minifter than that of the fo- 
-vereign. Thus was that proud city, which had for a long feries of years, refilled the 
ftormsofwar, and preferved, amidft contending factions, her religious and political in- 
dependeace, reduced to fubjection by the perfevering fpirit of Richelieu, who had made 
her deftruftion — as he tells us himfelf in his book de la Methocle — the fubjeft of his con- 
templation for thirty years. The cardinal's good fortune was ftill more confpicuous in 
the moment of fubmiffion, than it had been in the hour of triumph ; the very day after 
the gates of the city were opened by the inhabitants for the reception of their fovereign, 
.a furious tempeft arofe, which raged with unabated violence, during fix days, and, on the 
feventh, buried in the waves the proud ftrufture which Richelieu had erected" 

« 8 Journal de Bafibmpierre, torn, ii.— Memeires de Rohan, liv, iv.— Bernard, Hiftoire de Louis XIII. ltv. xiL 
Vie du Cardinal de Richelieu, liv. ii. chap. ii. 90 Memoires de Pontis. 
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Some idea of the perfevering courage of the Rochellers may be formed from the ac- 
counts of contemporary writers, who allure us that of fifteen thoufand perfons, originally 
enclofed within the walls of the city, four thoufund alone furvived the fatal effefts of 
famine, fatigue and the fword. Yet this gallant conduct could excite no compafTion 
"in the bofom of Lewis or his minifter ; the brave inhabitants were dcfpoiled of their 
privileges ; the corporation was abolished ; the fortifications of the town, and of the 
neighbouring forts, were deflroyed ; and 1 he government of the place thus- difmantled 
was given to the marefchal Toiras. 

A. D. 1629.] After the reduction of Rochelle Lewis, or, rather, his prime minifter, 
applied himfel', with earneftnefs, to the adoption, of means for humbling the power of 
the houfe of Auflria. This project was confulered not only as rafli, but as impoiTible to 
be executed, by cardinal Bcrulle ; Marullac, keeper of the feals ; and fome other mem- 
bers of the fecret council of Mary of Medicis. The German empire, almoft wholly 
reduced to fubjection by the rapid cooquefts and perfevering ambition of that afpiring 
houfe, would, tbey conceived, fupply Ferdinand with an infinite multitude of troops, 
while Philip, mailer of the treafures of the New World, pofTeiled the means of paying 
armies as numerous as thofe which fought under the banners of the ancient kings of 
Perfia, Thcfe objections to the projected fcheme of Richelieu were farther firengthened 
by religious prejudices : for Berulle ftrongly infilled that, as the extirpation of herefy was 
the avowed object of the houfe of Auftria, in all their wars in Germany, it would be highly 
impious to attack a power who had embarked in lo worthy a caufe. This rcafoning, ab- 
furd as it was, impofed on the keeper ot the feals, as well as on the queen-mother, who ftilt 
maintained her intercourfe with the emperor and the king of Spain, and who alfo began 
to perceive that her confidence in Richelieu was likely to be" productive of dangerous con- 
ferences to hcrfelf. 

Abfolute matter of the mind of his fovercign; certain of maintaining his power in 
future independent of his patronels ; and inliuitelv more artful and more enlightened 
than Mary of Medicis ; Richelieu dclpiied the efforts of his new enemies, and began 
"his preparations for the execution $f his plan. Thofe considerations, which had excit- 
ed the alarms of Berulle and Marillac, had, with him, hut little weight. He was aware 
that the imperial power in Germany w.is not fo well citablifhed but that it might eafily be 
ihaken; he thought that Guflavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, might be induced to afiill the 
Proteftant princes of the empire ; and he knew that the conduct of Ferdinand had given 
great umbrage to Maximilian, duke of Bavaria, chief of the Catholic league. Like a ikilful 
ftatefmati he availed himfelf of thcfe favourable circumllances : he determined to excite 
Guflavus to accelerate the completion of an enterprize in which he was ftrongly difpofed 
to embark; and he refolved to encreafe the fufpicions and jealoufy of Maximilian, who, 
notwithstanding 'his attachment to the houfe of Auflria, was fliulious to avoid a rupture 
with the court of France. Nor was the cardinal Unacquainted with the deranged Hate 
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of the Spanifh finances ; lie knew that the treafures of the New World, though im- 
mense, produced but a revenue, comparatively trifling, to the king of 'Spain, who wasalfo 
confiderably diftrefled from the recent capture of a rich fleet from Mexico by Hein, ad- 
miral of the United Provinces. 

The emperor Ferdinand had refufed to invert the duke of Ncvers with the duchy of 
Mantua, to which he had fucceeded on the death of his kinfman, Vincenzo; he even 
aflerted his right as fupreme prince, and beftowed the invelliture on the duke of Guaf- 
talla; while the duke of Savoy urged his pretentions to the marquifate of Montferrat; 
both were fupported by the arms and treafures of Philip; the banners of Spain 
were difplayed from the walls of Mantua; and the duke of Nevers could only loudly 
complain of an ufurpation which he was incapable of refilling. While Richelieu was 
engaged in the fiege of Rochelle, he could afford no affiflance to the duke; but no fooner 
was that city reduced, than he determined to accomplifh his favourite plan, with which 
the protection of that prince perfectly accorded. He informed the duke of Mantua, and 
the republic of Venice that it was the ferious intention of the king, his mafter, to march, 
immediately, to the relief of Cafal, then befieged by the confederates, and to enfure to the 
duke the poffeffion of his lawful inheritance. 

While the mod vigorous preparations were making for the commencement of hof- 
tilities, Richelieu opened negociations with the different courts of Europe, either for 
the purpofe of amufing enemies, or of fecuring friends. Though the king and his mi- 
nifter had finally determined their plan of operations, they alfembled the council, for 
form's fake, and fubmitted to their difcuffion the propriety of the project they had formed 
for the relief of Cafal, whither the king meant to repair in perfon. Opinions were 
divided on the fubject. Cardinal Berulle openly declared againft the projected expedi- 
tion : he reprefented that the army, haraffed and fatigued by the long fiege of Rochelle, 
flood in need of repofe ; that cohfiderable defei tions would be the inevitable confequence 
of leading the troops into action again, wiihout allowing an adequate interval of relaxa- 
tion ; that it would be the heighth of imprudence to expofe fo many brave men, and 
even the king himfelf, to the inclemency of the feafort, on mounfains covered with fnow, 
and almoft inacceffible ; that all the mules in the kingdom would be infufficient for con- 
veying the provifion that would be ncceffary for the army ; and that it would be im- 
poffible to tranfport the artillery beyond the mountains I0 °. 

" Will it not be better"— purfued Berulle — " to defer the expedition till the fpring ? 
" The neceffary preparations may be completed, in the mean time, and moil of the artil- 
" lery and provifions may be conveyed by fea. The Venetians, who are more inte- 
" refted than we are, in the affair of Mantua, remain paffive, take no fteps in confe- 
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" quence of the invafion of Montferrat, and evince a difpofition to throw the whole 
f* weight of the enterprize upon the king. It is fair to prefu me that thofe gentlemen 
44 will embark in the caufe with greater warmth when they fee the duke of Mantua 
** more oppreffed, and the affiftance of France lefs likely to be foon obtained. In fhort, 
41 it ought to be the grand object of his majtfty to avoid a rupture with the king of 
" Spain. Such a rupture would be infinitely more prejudicial to the ftate than the lofs 
" of Cafal, and the whole duchy of Mantua." 

As Berulle was the chief of the queen mother's council, no doubt was entertained 
by any one but that this opinion was that of Mary herfelf. Richelieu, who now felt! 
himfelf wholly independant of his patronefs, and who never fuffered gratitude to interfere 
with his intereft or ambition, made no fcruple to combat it with all his ftrength. He 
infilled, that the king could not, confiftently with his own honour, fuffer the duke of 
Mantua to be oppreffed ; that it was his duty to protect his allies in Italy, which the king 
of Spain was inceffantly exerting his utmoft efforts to reduce under his own power ; that 
the »luke of Mantua, incapable of refinance,. would, at length, be obliged to accept the 
prjpofalsof the court of Madrid for an exchange of his dominions ; and that it would be 
equally fhameful and rafh to leave the duke of Savoy unpunifhed, who had been en- 
gaged in all the confpiracics that had been formed again ft his majefty's perfon and go- 
vernment. " By reducing the rebellious city of Rochelle," — exclaimed the cardinal, 
with great vivacity and animation — " you have happily accomplifhed, Sire, a project 
44 the moft glorious for yourfelf, and the moft advantageous for your kingdom. Italy, 
*' oppreffed by the incurfions of the king of Spain and the duke of Savoy, implores the 
•« affiftance of your victorious arm. Will you refufe to efpoufe the caufe of your 
44 neighbours and allies, about to be unjuflly defpoiled of their lawful- property ? I dare 
u promife you, that, if this refolution be immediately adopted, your enterprize will he 
M equally fuccefsful with your attempt on Rochelle. I am neither a prophet, nor the 
M fon of a prophet ; but I can affure your majefty, that if you lofe no time in the exe- 
44 cution of your delign, you will, have relieved Cafal, and given peace to Italy, before 
44 the expiration of the month of May. On returning with your army into Languedoc, 
" 4I you will complete the reduction of the Proteftant party in July. Your majefty, vic- 
" torious in all quarters, may then, retire to Fontainebleau, to enjoy, at your eafe, the 
44 beauties of the autumn." Every thing happening as Richelieu had predicted, the 
reputation of that minifter, and the king's attachment to him, confiderably encreafed. 

Mary of Medicis, perceiving that it was the cardinal's intention to keep the king at a 
diftance from her, and aware of her own inability to prevent the accomplifhment of the 
project of affifting the duke of Mantua, made an effort' to retain Lewis at Paris, and to 
procure the cqmmand of the army for the duke of Orleans. The two queens expatiated 
with great energy on the impropriety of cxpofing a prince, with bad health and a weak 
conftitution, to the dangers of fo perilous an enterprize ; and they reprobated the con- 
duct. 
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du£l of Richelieu, who, not content with having detained the king for fevcf^l months 
in the mar/lies of the Pais D'Aunis, now wiShed to make him encounter the Sroft and 
fnow of the Alps, in the depth of a fevere winter. Gallon's pretended pamon for the 
princeSs Maria was alfo employed, in the courfe of this intrigue, as a means of perfuad- 
ing Lewis to comply with the requisitions of his mother. Mary reprefented to him, 
that if the command of the army were given to the duke of Orleans, the anxiety he was 
under on account of his brother's defire of marrying the princefs Maria would be re- 
moved, Since Gafton had promifed, in that cafe, to con fen t that fhe fhould be fent to her 
father's court. Overcome by the tears and entreaties of his confort and his mother, 
Lewis appointed the duke commander in chief of the army, and gave him fifty thoufa'nd 
crowns to equip him for his expedition. Richelieu did not dare openly to oppofe his 
appointment', through fear of offending the two queens, and of exciting the whole 
court againft him: he even retired to Chaliot, that the king might not be fuppofed to be 
influenced by him in any resolutions he might be led to adopt : but the creatures and de» 
pendents of the cardinal took care to awaken that jealoufy, and aroufe thofe fufpicions, 
which Lewis never ceafed to entertain of his brother 1 . 

The king became fo uneafy that he paffed two nights without clofing his eyes; and 
on the third day he went to Richelieu at Chaliot. " I cannot fuffer" — Said he to the 
cardinal — " my brother to command the army deftined for the expedition to Italy. You 
* muft affift me in recalling the promife I have given him on the Subject." " I know 
" but one mode of doing it" — replied the artful prieft — " which is that your majeSty 
" Should take the command yourfelf ; but' if you determine on this, you mult Set out 
" within a week; time preffes exceedingly." Lewis aflented, without the fmalleft heSi- 
tation, to the propofal of his minister, and immediately fending for Baffbmpierre to his 
apartment — " Here" — faid he — " is a man who will willingly accompany, and zealoufly 
" ferve me." " Accompany you whither, Sire?" faid the marefchal. " To Italy" — 
replied the king — " I Shall Set out, in a week from this time, in order to make the enemy 
*" raifethe Siege of Cafal. Do you prepare to follow me. . You Shall be my lieutenant- 
M general, under my brother, if he will go with us. I mean to take marefchal Crequi 
*.' with me, he is well acquainted with the country ; and I hope we Shall make ourfelVes 
" talked of." 

Lewis returned to Paris, and imparted his resolution to Mary of Medicis, who made 
it known to the duke of Orleans. Both the mother and Son were extremely mortified 
at the intelligence, though they were obliged to conceal their difcontent. Every necef- 
fary preparation for the king's departure was ordered to he made. Landel was Sent to in- 

1 JouHialde Bafibmplerre, torn. ii. — Nani Hiftoria Veneta, ). vii. 16*8, iOig.^Memorie recondite, di VitCorio 
Siri, torn. vi. p. 511, 514, 557, 558, &«. 
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form the duke of Mantua of his refolution, and to take exact information of the ftate 
of the town he was going to relieve. Bullion, councillor of ftate, was difpatched with 
orders to marefchal Crequi to hold himfelf in readinefs to pafs the mountains, with 
the troops that were advancing towards the frontiers; to fecure the paffes ; and even to 
march to the relief of Cafal, provided the garrifon fliould be unable to hold out until 
the king's arrival. Valencai, in the mean time, endeavoured to amufe the duke of 
Savoy, by making various propofals to him in the king's name, until iuch time as the 
army fliould be in a condition to act, when it was intended to demand a palTage, and to 
threaten him with 2 declaration of war in cafe of a refufal. Contarini, the Venetian 
aaibaffador at Paris, who was employed in negociating a peace between England and 
France, had taken the precaution to exact from his Britannick majefty a promile that, in 
confederation of the important fervice which Lewis would render to all the European 
powers, by preventing the Spaniards from taking pofleflion of Montferrat, that mo- 
narch fliould not be attacked by the Engli/h forces, until the duke of Mantua had been 
effectually relieved. 

On the fifteenth of January the king held a bed of juftice, at which he explained the 
object of his expedition, and declared his mother regent of the kingdom during his ab- 
fence. Having obtained from the parliament a verification of the pecuniary edicts he 
had publifhed for the purpofe of raifing money to defray the expences of the campaign, 
Lewis began his march to Dauphine ; whither he was followed by Richelieu. The 
duke of Orleans accompanied his brother as far as Lyons, but unwilling to ferve under 
the cardinal, he left the army, and returned to Paris. The king arrived at Grenoble on 
the fourteenth of February, when he was publickly add re fled by Scarron, bifhop of that 
capital, on the fubject of the diftrefs to which the inhabitants of the province were re- 
duced. " The greatnefs of a king" — faid the prelate — " does not confift in filling the 
"•earth with the noife of his arms, nor in caufing rivers of Mood to flow, but in ad- 
" niiniflering juflice to the poor orphan ; in drying up the tears of the widow; and in 
" dipping in oil-— to ufe the expreflion of the facred writings— the yoke of a people, 
" who only live upon gall and wormwood. Eftablifh by your prefence, Sire, good 
'* order in Dauphine; reflore to the province its original liberties; and abolifh the 
" new edicts which fubject every clafs of people to the extortions of partifans 1 ." 
The king fuffered the bifhop to finifli his harangue, and afterwards alked him for his 
benediction ; but he paid no attention to his advice or rcmonft ranees. 

Though the roads were covered with fnow, Lewis purfued his march, until he 
reached Chaumont, the laffc town in his dominions. His army confiikd of four-and- 
.twenty thoufand foot, and three thoufand horfe ; among the nobility by whom he was 

1 Le Vaflbr, torn. vi. liv. 26. p. 72. 
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attended, were the count of Soiftbns; the dukes of Longueville, Tremouille, Hal- 
luin, and Valette ; the counts of Harcourt, Morct, and Sault ; the marquis of Morte- 
rnar, Tavannes, Canaples, Valence and Toir'as: fome of thefe commanded different 
corps, while others ferved as volunteers. Having received a pofitive rctufal from the 
duke of Savoy to grant a palTage through his dominions, Lewis called a council of war, 
at which it was refolvcd to force the pafs of Suza. This will appear to have been an 
enterprize of great difficulty, when it is confidered, that the pafs was fo narrow as only 
to admit two men abreaft ; that it was defended by fortifications of confiderable ftrength 
and extent, placed upon rocks almoft inacceffible, and furrounded by tremendous preci- 
pices ; and that feven thoufand men, mo ft advantageoufly polled, under the command of 
the duke of Savoy and the prince of Piedmont, were prepared to difpute the paiTuge of 
the French 3 . But all thefe obflacles rather ferved to animate than to damp the ardour 
of the generals, and the courage of the men. On the fixth of March the attack was 
made; and it was conducted with equal fpirit and fuccefs; the troops of Savoy were 
routed on all fides ; all the forts and fortifications were taken by aiTault ; and the town 
and citadel of Suza furrendered to the viflor. Marefchals BalTompierre and Crequi 
diftinguifhed themfelves, in a particular manner, on this occafion ; and the king expreiT- 
ed his fatisfatlion at their conduiSt, and promifed to reward their fervices. 

But though Lewis had removed the grand obfiacle to his farther progrefs, he had ftill 
many difficulties to encounter, and inconveniencies to fuftain. His army already began 
to experience a deai th of provifions, and the weather was fo bad that the commiiTaries 
were unable to procure fupplies. Several places ftill remained to be taken before Cafal 
could be relieved, and that town was already reduced to the laft extremity. Impelled 
by thefe confederations, Richelieu difpatched Senneterre to the duke of Savoy, to tell 
him that he ftill had the power of chufing between peace and war ; that if he were dif- 
pofed to give a preference to the firft, the king would forget what had paft, and defift 
from all farther extenfion of his conquefts ; hut on condition that the duke would fa- 
vour his majefty's defign of relieving Cafal ; would facilitate the tranfport of provifions 
to the French army, and would permit them to purchafe, at a reafonable price, whatever 
necefTaries the troops could procure within his dominions. The duke, finding that the 
Spaniards were not in a fituation to afford him protection, and dreading the defolation of 
his territory, lent a favourable ear to the propofals of Senneterre, and lent his fon, Victor 
Atnadeus, prince of Piedmont, to negociate in perfon with cardinal Richelieu. The 
interview took place at Suza, and the accommodation was fpeedily concluded. 

By this treaty, it was ftipulated, that the duke of Savoy ftiould grant a free paiTage 
for the French troops through his dominions ; that he Ihould fumilh them with prpvi- 

3 Journal de BafTompierre, tom. ii. — Mc'moires de Pontis — Hiftoire do Minirtere du Cardinal de Richelieu. 
1629. — Bernard Hiftoire de Louis XIII. liv. xiii. — Hiftoire du Marefchal de Toiras, liv. ii. — Mercure Frur^eis, 
16^5. — Memorie recondite, di Vittorio Siri, tom. vi. p. 606, 607.— Nam Hiftoria \'eneta, lib.vii. 1629. 
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fions; and that he fhould contribute, to the utmoft of his power, to the relief of Cafal, by 
fupplying the army with ammunition and every other neceffary article, for which the king 
would pay* a ftatcd price ; that he fhould, in future, at all times, grant a paffage for 
troops, and every thing which fhould be deemed requifite for the defence of Montferat, 
in cafe that country fhould be attacked, or threatened with an attack; and, laflly, that he 
fhould fuffer the king of France to retain pofTeffion of the citadel of Suza, and of one 
other important fortrefs, until fuch time as the articles of the treaty fhould be duly fulfilled. 
Lewis engaged, on his part, to procure from the duke of Mantua, in favour of ihe duke 
of Savoy, and as a compenfation for the claims and pretenfions of the houfe of Savoy 
on the marquifate of Montferat, the city of Trino, with an annual revenue of fifteen 
thoufand crowns of gold. The duke of Savoy farther agreed to become a party to the 
league that was projected between the king of France; the republick of Venice; the 
pope ; and the duke of Mantua ; for the prefervation of the liberties of Italy.. 

The treaty of Suza was ratified by the general of the Spanifh forces fix days after it was 
figned. He promifed to raife the fiege of Cafal without farther delay; to evacuate the 
marquifate of Montferat on the fourth of April; and to make no farther attempt on the 
territories of the duke of Mantua ; and this promifc was afterwards confirmed by the king 
of Spain himfelf. As Lewis, in the above treaty, had referved for himfelf a free paf- 
fage into Italy, in cafe the king of Spain fhould be induced to break his engagements, the 
Venetains deemed it prudent the accept to league which had been long propofed to them 
by the French ambaffador. They were of opinion that fuch a flep would compel Philip 
to leave to the duke of Mantua the quiet poffefhon of -his territories, and to abide by 
the terms of the accommodation. The league was figned, on the eighth of April, by 
Soranzo and Zorzi, ambaffadors of the republic ; and by Stigio and Guifirardi, minifters 
to the duke of Mantua ; and it was ratified, by Lewis, on the nineteenth of May. The 
confederates engaged to afford reciprocal affifiance to each other in cafe of attack; the 
king of France agreed to furoifh twenty thoufand foot and two thoufand horfe ; the re- 
publick, twelve thoufand of the former and twelve hundred of the latter; and the duke 
of Mantua, five thoufand infantry, and five hundred cavalry. In cafe the confederates 
fhould find themfelves reduced to the neceffity of attacking the enemy, it was flipulated 
that any conquefts they might make fhould be divided among them in proportion to the 
troops which each fhoiild have contributed towards the expedition, and according to the 
regulations that might be made by a majority of votes. Before Lewis left Suza, he figned 
on the fourteenth of April a treaty of peace with Charles, king of England *. 

Lewis became fo tired of his refidence at Suza, that he expreffed his determination 
to return to France, before the affairs of Italy were properly fettled. Soranzo, the 
Venetian ambaffador, ftrove topcrfuade him to wait until the arrival of Philip's ratification 

« Ruih worth, vol. ii. p. 23^ 
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of the treaty of Suza, which the governor of Milan had promifed to obtain in fix 
weeks. " Sire" — faid the ambaflador to Lewis — *« in this age, when fraud and per- 
il fidy pafs for a refinement of policv, no peace can be deemed certain which is only 
" founded on the p'omifesof a third perfon, or ot a miniftcr unprovided with proper 
*' powers. The conditions muft be fulfilled before a judgment can be formed of the 
M finceritv of the contracting parties. A treaty extorted by neceflity is feldom of 
" long duration. You muft not yet flatter yourfelf that you have fixed the wavering 
41 mind of the duke of Savoy; he will it i 11 efcape, unlefs you bind him fo fa ft as to 
" render him incapable of moving. The Spanifh council have not changed their max- 
f* ims. Your majefty knows, from your own experience, that they break, without 
*' fcruple, all treaties which the minifters of the Catholic king think difhonourable 
" or difadvantageous to the monarchy. You have fecured the paffage of the Alps, but 
11 your army may ftill be flopped before it can enter the marquifate of Montferrat. 
" Let me entreat you, fire, to wait until the emperor fhall have inverted the duke of 
" Mantua, and the king of Spain fliall have ordered the governor of Milan to difarm ; 
for till that time the peace of Italy will not be fecured 5 .'- 

Soranzo alfo reprefented to Richelieu and the other minifters, that the Spaniards 
would never fulfil the treaty of Suza, if they faw the leaft probability of being able 
to break it with impunity ; that the emperor had troops ready to pafs into Ttaly ; that 
they could not expeift that the paffes of the Valteline would be entirely fhut againft 
the houfe of Auftria, which had numerous dependents and partizans ftill in that coun- 
try ; and, laftly, that Cafal might be befieged a fecond time, and even reduced, before 
the French could march to its relief. But thefe reafons, folid as they were, could make 
no impreffion on the mind of Lewis, who, impatient to return to his own dominions, 
quitted Suza on the twenty-eighth of April. In order, however, to fatisfy the Vene- 
tians and his other allies, he left Richelieu, with a large portion of his army, and en- 
trufted him with full powers to conclude all the affairs he had begun. But the car- 
dinal, fearing that the friends and adherents of the queen-mother would avail them- 
lelves of his abfence, to make an unfavourable impreffion on the mind of the king, gave 
the moil pofitive orders for the fpeedy conclufion of thebufinefs, and departed from Italy 
ten days after his majefty ; leaving marefchal Crequi, with fix thoufand foot and five 
hundred horfe, to guard the paffes of the Alps, and enforce the obfervance of the treaty 
of Suza. 

After the king left Suza, he repaired to Valence, and from thence to the Vivarez, 
where he invefted Privas, the capital of the province, with the troops that were brought 
him by marefchal Schomberg and the duke of Montmorenci. He was foon after join*- 
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cd by Richelieu and Baflbmpierre, with one half of the army that had been engaged in 
the expedition to Italy. Aware of the king's intentions, the duke of "Rohan had fent 
Saint-Andre Monbrun, an officer of great fkill and undaunted courage, to take the 
command of the town ; and, immediately after his arrival, Monbrun exaded from his 
officers and men an oath to obferve the refolution they had adopted, of putting to death 
the firft perfon that fliould talk of capitulating. In two fucceffive aflaults the royalifts 
were vigoroufly repulild by the enemy ; but a great part of the garrifon having defcrted 
and fled into the mountains, Monbrun was left with only five hundred men, to preferve 
a town the defence of which required at leaft two thoufand. He therefore concentrated 
his forces in a fingle fort, and for a long time refilled all the efforts of his opponents ; 
at length, however, overcome by the eameft entreaties of his men, he confented to re- 
pair to the camp of the royalifts, in order to obtain honourable terms for himfelf and 
his followers, which, on that condition, had been promifed him ; but Richelieu violat- 
ed the word he had pledged j Monbrun was detained as a pri loner of war ; a part of 
the garrifon was put to the fword, and the reft were fufpended on a gibbet. The town 
of Privas was firft abandoned to pillage, and then reduced to afhes". The royalifts 
loft a great number of men during the fiege, and many good officers ; among others the 
marquifes of Uxelles, and de Portes. Marillac was promoted to the dignity of mare- 
fchal of France, for the good condudt and courage he difplayed in the different attacks 
on the town. 

From Privas the king purfued his march towards the Cevennes. The intrigues of 
his miniftcr proved more formidable than his arms ; he obtained poffeflion of leveral 
places through the treachery of the inhabitants ; and the fmall town of Aletz was taken 
niter a fhort fiege. A general confirmation fpread throughout the province, and every 
town in the Cevennes, and in Lower Languedoc, evinced a determination to furrender, 
notwithstanding the earneft folicitations of the duke of Rohan T . Nimes alone difplay- 
ed that courage and refolution which the reformed had fliewn in all former wars : 
niarefchal D'Etiees, and the duke of Trimouille, having made incurfions into the vicinity 
Off that city, with a view to lay wafle the circumjacent country, they were repeatedly 
and fuccefs fully attacked by the inhabitants, who killed and wounded upwards of fif- 
teen hundred of their men. But while the people of Niines fet fo good an example, 
the inhabitants of Anduzc and feveral other towns talked of abandoning the duke of 

• Memoires de Rohan, liv. iv. — Journal de Baflbmpierre, torn. it. — Vie du Cardinal de Richelieu, par Au- 
bery, liv. iii. chap. 7. — Memoires pour fervir a I'Hiftoire du Cardinal Richelieu, 1629. — Hiftoire du Miniftere 
du mime. — Bernard, Hiftoire de Louis XIII. !iv. xiii. — Memoires de Montmorcnci, liv. iii.— Vie du meme, 
Lji. chap. 16. — Mercure Francois, 1629 — Memorie recondite di Victoria Siri, tom. vi. p. 670, 671. 

7 Memoires du Due de Rohan, 1. iv.— Difcours du meme fur les dei nieis Troubles.— Hiftoire du Miniftere du Car- 
dinal Richelieu, 1629 — Vie du menic par Aubery, liv. iii. chap. 8. 
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R.ohan, and making terms with the court ; and it was not without the utmoft difficul- 
ty that the duke could perfuade them that by unanimity alone could they hope toenfure 
favourable conditions for themfelves and their brethren. 

After much negociation a general peace was concluded at Aletz, on the twenty-fe- 
venth of June 8 , the principal conditions were thefe : — A general pardon for the dukes 
of Rohan and Soubize, and for all thofe who had taken up arms ; the re-eftablifhment 
of the edidtof Nantes, and all fubfequent edicts, as well as of all fecret articles, brevets, ■ 
and declarations regiftered in the different parliaments ; the reftitution of the temples 
and burying-places that had been taken from the reformed; and the demolition of the 
fortifications of Nimes, Caltres, Uzes, and Montauban, which had not yet furrendered 
to the king. 

The duke of Rohan immediately repaired to Venice, whither his wife had retired 
before. The court was rejoiced at his departure, from a conviction that the prefence of 
a nobleman, deeply verfed in the arts of war and negociation, would be of infinite fervice 
to the Venetians during the prefent commotions in Italy. The king, however, refufed 
him an interview, thereby difplaying alittlenefs of mind unworthy his ftation ; he obtain- 
ed an audience of Richelieu, who could not withhold his efteem from a nobleman, 
al-ike diftinguifhed by his courage and his virtues. 

The duke of Rohan, in the preface to his Memoirs, thus fpeaks of the three civil 
wars which took place in France, on the fubjecl of religion. " Beam" — fays the no- 
ble author — " was the caufe of the firft war; the non-obfervance of the treaty of 
" Montpellier occafioned the fecond ; and the hope of faving Rochelle engaged us in the 
" third; But our fins were the moll powerful enemies we had to encounter. Inflead of 
" profiting by the firft: chaftifeinents which God had fent us, we became more wicked. 
" Some divifions prevailed among us, in a few places, during the two firft wars ; but 
" during the third the divifions became univerfal. The corruption was general, and 
" piety was choaked by avarice: without waiting for an application from our enemies, 
" the members of our church betrayed an anxiety to proftitute their principles, by fell- 
** ing their religion, and betraving their party. Our fathers would have deilroyed their 
" children in the cradle, could, they have forefeen that their pofterity would he inftru* 
" mental! to the ruin of the churches which they had planted by the light of thofe 
" piles which reduced their brethren to afhes ; augmented, notwithfianding the- pu- 
" nifhments that awaited their efforts; and left, by their perfeverance and their bbours, 
" in a ftate of glorious tranquillity. Will our children ever be able to perfuade them- 
" felves that their grandfathers were fo brave and their fathers fo infamous? But God 

* Meraoires de Rohan, lir. iv.— Difcourj du meme fur les derniers Troubles. — Berrurd Hiftoire de Louis XIII. 1. xiii. 
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" does every thing for his own glory. He takes away and gives courage to men, ac- 
« cording as lie wifh.es to make known his wonders to his church, by raifing it, as it 
" were, from a ftate of annihilation, when the powers of the earth think they have 
«« deflroyed it ; and in finking it to the very bottom of the ahyfs, when pride leads it to 
«' abufethe favours of Heaven. I addrefs myfelf to you, princes and ftates honoured 
" with the knowledge of God, bleffed with his favours, raifed up to greatnefs, and laden 
" with riches. Profit by our example, do not, like us, rely on the arm of the flefh, 
»i neither boaft of the extent of your ftrength. Dread an approaching fall, when in- 
•i flated with profperity ; it is then that you are moft in danger. Many of you have 
" looked on our deftru&ion with dry eyes; and the arms of fuch remained lethargic 
" while we flood in need of their affiftance. The fhips and forces of fome others have 
" contributed to the ruin of thofe who aflifted thcin in their neceflity. God can com- 
" plete his work without you, when the time of our deliverance fliall be come. He is 
** nearer to us in our affiicYion, than you are tq him in your profperity. If we are 
«« obliged to implore his favour, you are obliged to anticipate his judgments. Once 
*j more let me advife you to profit by the example of others. Acknowledge, ere it be 
" too late, whence proceeds fo many favours, and fd much profperity; and pay honour 
" and glory to Him to whom honour and glory are due Q ." 

Two of the Proteftant towns, Nimes and Montauban, refufed, for fomc time, to ac- 
cept the terms of the treaty of peace. The deputies from the former declared, at the 
general affemhly of the reformed, that were they to confent, they fhould be di fa vowed 
by their conftituents, and the people would maflacre them on their return. They then 
went to Nimes, aflembled the officers of the garrifon, exadted from them an oath to de- 
fend the place to the laft extremity, and begged they might be allowed to introduce a re- 
inforcement from the Cevennes. The town was able to holdout for a confiderable time: 
the approaches to it were rendered difficult by the ftrength of the exterior works ; the 
garrifon confifted of three thoufand men; the inhabitants, capable of bearing arms, 
amounttd to four thoufand ; and there were fufficient provifions in the town for two 
years. The fterility of the furrounding country alfo tended to enhance the difficulties 
of the fiege. Yet thofe very deputies who had difplayed fuch courage and refolution at 
the general affembly, and after their return, were the firfl to talk of furrendering, as foon 
as the king approached the city. They even procured themfelves to be appointed to wait 
on the king, and to rcquefl that he would honour Nimes with his prefence. Lewis wil- 
lingly accepted the invitation, and, during his flay at Nimes, publilhed an edidl contain- 
ing the articles of the peace concluded at Aletz, and ordering the re-eftablifhment of the 
Catholic religion in all the Protellant towns, together with the reftku'.ion of ecclefiafti- 

» Preface des Memoires du Doc de Rehan. 
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cal property I0 . Montauban, the only place that now remained in the hands of the Hu- 
gonots, furrendcred to Richelieu in the month of Auguft". 

As foon as the duke of Orleans was apprized of the king's return to the capital, he left 
the vicinity of Paris, and, after remaining fome time at the duke of Guife's at Join villc, 
proceeded to Saint Dizier, whence he difpatched one of his attendants to Charles, duke of 
Lorraine, to inform that prince of his defign to pay him a vifit at Nanci. Charles im- 
mediately fent an ambaflador to Gafton, requeuing to be honoured with his prefence, and 
alluring him that no pains fhould be fpared, on his part, to render his refidcnce at Nanci 
agreeable. In h&. all the honours that could be fhown to a crowned head were laviflied 
on the duke of Orleans ; and all the pleafures of a court, gay, polite, and gallant, wen; 
difplaved for his fatisfaclion. Gafton, who wifhed to fecure a retreat, in cafe the de- 
putes he expected to have with his brother fhould compel him to leave the kingdom, 
evinced a difpofition to efpoufe the princefs Margaret, filter to the duke of Loriaine. 
Some hints of this nature were thrown out, and Puilaurens, the duke's favourite, who 
was deeply enamoured of the princefs of Phaltzbourg, Margaret's eldeft fifter, flattered 
Charles and his fifters with the hope that this marriage would take place, in order to 
jnfinuate himfelf into the good graces of his new miftrefs". The duke of Lorraine, on 
his part, affedted to obferve a great degree of delicacy and refpefr. for the court of France. 
He apprized Lewis of his brother's arrival at Nanci, and (poke of his journey as a mere 
vifit, which Gafton, being in the neighbourhood, wifhed to pay to a prince who was 
allied to the crown of France. The public, however, were of opinion that Charles, 
highly difcontented with the conduct of cardinal Richelieu, had fecretly concerted the 
plan with the duke of Orleans, and artfully inflamed the refentment experienced by 
that prince, at the encreafing influence and authority of the prime minifter. Lewis 
himfelf was no wife affeiSted by the retreat of his brother. Abfolute maflcr of his 
kingdom, by the total deftrucTion of the Proteftant party, he conceived there were 
no reafonable grounds of apprehenfion, with regard to the duke of Orleans, whofe 
conduct, in the affair of Chalais, and on fome other occafions, had rendered him ex- 
tremely unpopular. No perfon of confequence flood forward in his favour: the nobi- 
lity even avoided his prefence, during his retreat from court, and on his different jour- 
nies : the governor of a fmal 1 town near Verdun would not admit him within the 
gates ; and the officers of his light-horfe and gend'armes refuted to join him or obey his 
orders, without an exprefs command from the king. 

1° Memoires de Rohan, liv. iv. — Journal de Baffompierre, torn. ii. — Bernard, Iliftmrede Louis XIII. Hv. xi'i. — 
Hiftoire du Miniftere du Cardinal de Richelieu, 1629. 11 Memoires de Montmorcnci, liv. ii. — Vie du 

meme, liv. ii. chap. 16.' 11 Memoires Anonimes fur les Affaires du Due d'Orleans— Memoires de Beauvau, 

liv i. Hiftoire du Miniftere du Cardinal de Richeliau, 1629. — Vie du meme par Aubery, liv. iii. chap. 13. 

Lettre du Due d'Orleans au Roi, en 1631. — Reponfe a tin Libellc enntre les Miniftres d'Lut, — Memor'e recondite 
di Vittorio Siri, torn, vi, p. jh, 722, 726, 727, 789, 750. 
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Gallon's journey to Lorraine was certainly planned in conjunction with the queen- 
mother, although fhe ftill affected, in order to deceive the king and his minifter, to be 
extremely enraged with him on account of his pretended paflion for Maria de Gonzaga. 
The manner in which he forgot that princefs, and the fteps which he took for efpoufing 
the fifter of the duke of Lorraine, afford fufficient proofs of Gafton's indifference, as well 
as of his collufion with Mary of Media's. The journey to Lorraine was a new artifice 
pointing to the fame end. It was fettled, that the duke of Orleans fhould, during his 
refidence at Nanci, prefer his complaints to the king, on the arrogance of his minifter, 
which complaints fhould be indirectly fuppoi'ted by the queen-mother. There was fome 
reafon to believe that Lewis would be more difpofed to hear what might be urged againft 
his favourite, ns the difference which appeared to fubfift between Mary of Medicis and 
the duke of Orleans, deprived Richelieu of the opportunity of reviving the ancient jea- 
loufy of his fovereign, by his infinuations that Gafton was the fole object of his mother's- 
affections, who would feek to promote his exaltation to the prejudice of the king's au- 
thority. Though it might be found impoffiblc to obtain the immediate difmiflion of a 
minifter whofe fervices, newly rendered, had augmented his influence and credit, they 
flattered themfelves that the king, from his anxiety to recall his brother to France, and 
to draw him from the court of the duke of Lorraine, who was an object of fufpicion to 
his majefly, would give him the chief command of his armies, or, at leaft, beftow on 
him the government of a confidcrable province : after which promotion the prefumptive 
heir to the throne would be enabled to labour more effectually, in concert with the 
queen- mother, for the purpofe of promoting the downfall of a minifler, who had be- 
come odious to all the royal family, and to moft of the chief nobles of the realm. 

In fact, as foon as the duke of Orleans arrived at Nanci, he loudly complained of the 
conduct of Richelieu, whom he called his declared enemy. The king was informed 
that the cardinal had employed a thoufand artifices to prevent Gafton from following, 
his majefly, and to deprive him of the command of the army : that he had endeavoured 
to promote a rupture between his majefly and the queen-mother, with a view to his 
own private advantage ; that, after the retreat of the duke of Orleans into his appanage,, 
during the expedition to Italy, young Bautru, the cardinal's confidential friend, being 
difpatched with letters to his royal highnefs from Lewis and the minifter, threatened him 
that if he difpleafed Richelieu, Richelieu would perfuade the king, on his return from 
Italy, to put G.iflon into confinement ; that, having complained of this audacity to 
the queen-mother and to cardinal Berulle, who apprized Richelieu of the apprehen- 
fions entertained by the duke of Orleans, the minifler neither made the fmalleft ex- 
cufe to his royal highnefs, nor faid any thing which could induce that prince to believe 
he did not intend to put his threats in execution ; that the duke having requefted feveral 
pcrfons to reprefent to the cardinal that he fhould be reduced to the neceffity of leaving 
.the kingdom, unlefs his doubts were cleared up, Richelieu refufed to give him any pofl- 
tive or fatisfactory anfwer. 

' " Far 



1629.] 



LEWIS THE THIRTEENTH. 



«• Far from fetting my mind at eafe" — faid the duke iti a fubfequent letter to th; 
king — " they wifhed to promote a perpetual jcaloufy and miftruft: between your ma- 
" jefty and me. The cardinal has told me a thoufand times, under pretence of giving 
" me confidential advice, that I ought never to live on good, nor on bad, terms with 
" you, and that I fhould do well never to be too near to, or too far from, your perfon. 
" This advice was given with a view to prevent us from difcovering our real fenti- 
" ments to each other. If, at the time of my journey to Lorraine, the cardinal could 
" have procured a declaration to be fealed and publifhed tending to criminate me, and 
" exculpate himfelf, he would not have failed fo to do. But befides that he well 
- "--knew he was the only caufe of my quitting the kingdom, that I had in my poflef- 
" fion fufficient proofs of all his crimes, and that the queen, my mother, whofe dif- 
" grace he had not yet been able to effect, was, alone, capable of convicting him, he 
" had not then the abfolute difpofal of your feal."— In another letter which Gafton 
wrote to the king from Nanci, he declared, that he could no longer bear with a new 
mayor of the palace, who ufurped all the power of the crown. 

But neither the complaints of Gafton, nor the infinuations of his mother, could dimi- 
nifh the confidence which Lewis repofed in the cardinal. In the month of November, 
Richelieu received a frefli mark of the royal favour, by the publication of letters-pa- 
tent, declaring him " prime-minifter of ftate." The duke of Orleans, finding all his 
efforts to fubvert the power of the favourite ineffectual, at length fent the duke of 
Bellegarde, to conclude an accommodation with the king ; and he agreed to return to 
court, on condition of receiving the duchy of Valois, with an additional pennon of 
one hundred thoufand livres; the governments of Orleans ; Blois; Vendome ; Chartres; 
and the caftle of Amboife ; befides the command of an army in Champagne ; and the 
commiflion of lieutenant-general in Paris and the neighbouring provinces, during the 
abfence of the king, who was expected to go into Italy ' 3 . 

Almoft immediately after the conclufion of the treaty of Su'Za, Lewis became fenfi- 
ble that neceffity alone had induced the houfe of Auftria and the duke of Savoy to fign 
it. As foon as the French had repafled the Alps, the emperor fent the count of Me- 
rode with eighteen thoufand men into the Valteline, to force a pafDige through that 
country into the Milanefe. All Italy was furprized to fee a complete army deftined to 
enforce the execution of the imperial decree ; and Ambrofe Spinola arrived, at the fams 
time, to take the command of the Spanifh troops. The fole object: of both thefe powers 
was to fei/.e the territories of the duke of Mantua, under pretence of keeping poflef- 
fion of them only until the difpute with the emperor was decided. The duke of Sa- 

x 3 Memoires Anonimcs fur les Affairei du Due d'Orleans. — Hiftoire du Miniftere du Cardinal de Richelieu, 
;62<). — Memorie recondite di Vittorio Siri, torn. vi. p. "?9> 792. 
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voy, far from obferving the articles of the treaty, demanded the reflitution of Suza, as 
the friend and ally of the French ; the governor of Milan and the pope's nuncios made 
feveral propofals for an accommodation; Julius Mazarin, in particular, who was afterwards 
promoted to the dignity of cardinal, exerted his utmoft efforts for the prevention of a 
rupture ; but all their endeavours proved ineffectual ; the fword alone could decide the 
conteft. 

Lewis haffened to fend a frefli fupply of troops to the affiffance of his ally the duke 
of Mantua, whofe capital was now befieged by the imperialiffs. But the garrifon made 
fo gallant a defence, that, on Chriffmas day, the affailants deemed it prudent to aban- 
don the enterprize. As they had taken pofTefTion, however, of feveral other places, the 
French army, confifting of twenty thoufand foot and two thoufand horfe, was put in 
motion. The king, having fixed on Richelieu to command his troops, introduced into 
the language the new title of Gcna alijjimo, which he conferred on him by letters- 
patent, publiflied for that purpofe ; in order to diflinguifh him from marefchals Ciequi, 
Schomberg, and La Force, who were to ferve under him in the capacity of lieutenant- 
generals * 4 . Richelieu left Paris, on the twenty-ninth of December, attended by car- 
dinal de la Valette ; the duke of Montmorenci ; and marefchals Schomberg, and Baf- 
fompierre. Befides his ordinary guard, the king affigned him an cfcort of eight companies 
of the royal guards, confifting each of three hundred men. 

A. D. 1630.] As foon as the cardinal reached Lyons (on the eighteenth of January) 
he fent Servier to the duke of Savoy, to apprize him of his approach to the frontiers, 
and to demand a pafTage through his ftates for the troops, agreeably to the laft treaty. 
The duke requefted him to advance as far as the bridge of Beauvoifin, where the prince 
of Piedmont would give him the meeting ; but the cardinal refufed to accede to the 
propofal for a conference, under pretence that fuch a ftep would be derogatory to his dig- 
nity, as the reprefentative of his fovereign. He therefore continued his march to Suza, 
whither the duke of Savoy fent his fon, who propofed to Richelieu, to attack the repub- 
lic^ of Genoa, and the duchy p( Milan, rt the fame time, offering to join him with his fa- 
ther's forces. Thefe propofals were rejected, and, as the duke of Savoy refufed to comply 
with the terms of the treaty of Suza, it was unanimoufly refolved, by all the generals 
in the army, to declare war aga'mft him. An attempt to furprize that prince at Rivoli, 
having failed, the French laid liege to Pignerol, which, with its citadel, furrendered 
in a few days. The redtidion of this place was of the utmoft importance to the 
French, as it opened a communication between Dauphine and Piedmont; for which rea- 
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fon the cardinal ftrengthened the fortifications, and remained in the town until it was 
put in a complete ftate of defence. 

The pope and the Venetians were pleafed to fee the French open a paffage for them- 
felves into Italy, with a view to reftrain the attempts of the duke of Savoy, and to 
oppofe, with the greater facility, the dangerous enterprizes of the houfe of Auftria. But 
they were fearful that the rupture with the former would tend to impede the progrefs 
of the king's arms in Piedmont ; and that, in the mean time, Cafal and Mantua would 
fall into the hands of the Spaniards. In order to avert this danger, cardinal Anthony 
Barberini, the pope's legate, and the Venetian ambaffadors, waited on Richelieu at 
Pignerol, and preffed him to conclude an accommodation with the duke ; but as the 
ceflion of that important poft was infilled upon, the conferences were broken off, with- 
out coming to any decifion. Marefchal Schomberg advanced as far as Briqueras, but 
being oppofed by the joint forces of Spain and the empire, he was obliged to give up 
his attempt to penetrate farther into the country. 

The king, meanwhile, anxious to be near the fcene of war, had repaired to Lyons, 
accompanied by the two queens, and attended by the whole court ,s . He there received 
letters from Richelieu, who informed him that having completed the fortifications of 
Pignerol, he was then on his way to meet his fovereign. Marefchal Baffompierre alfo 
repaired thither from Soleure, whither he had been difpatched to demand a fupply of 
fix thoufand troops from the Swifs cantons. A council was convened, to whofe dif- 
cuflion was fubmitted the fituation of affairs in Italy ; and in order to counterbalance 
the progrefs of the Spanifh and Imperial arms, it was refolved to atchieve the conqueft 
of Savoy. The general rendezvous of the army being appointed between Grenoble 
and the fortrefs of Barraut, the king repaired to the former place, where he was met by 
Richelieu; the troops were foon put in motion, and, in a fhort fpace of time, Lewis 
reduced the whole duchy of Savoy. 

But this conqueft did not contribute fo much as had been expected to the fpeedy con- 
clufion of a peace with the houfe of Auftria. Mazarin was employed, in the capacity 
of nuncio from the pope, to promote an accommodation between the contending parties, 
but the terms offered by the French were deemed fo unreafonable, that it was not fup- 
pofed the negotiation could be productive of any good effect. Befides, Collalte and 
Spinola, the Imperial and Spanifh generals, having received confiderable reinforcements, 
were preparing to extend their conquefts into the duchy of Mantua and the marquifate 
of Montferrat, where there was no force capable of refifting their efforts. On the other 

*s Journal de Baffompierre, lom. ii.— Hiftoire du Miniftere du Cardinal de Richelieu, 1630.— Vie du meme, par 
Aubery, liv. iii. chap. 21.— Bernard, Hiftoire de Louis XIII. liv. xir. 
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hand, the French nation openly tcfli fieri their difapprobation of the war. The people 
exprefTed their difcontent at the additional'wcight of taxes which was almoft daily im- 
pofed on them ; in Burgundy ftrong fyinptoins of revolt appeared : and even at Lyon?, 
while the two queens were refident in the city, the inhabitants peremptorily >c filled to 
pay the new imports. 7 lie garrifon of Pignerol, and the troops in Piedmont, fullered 
extremely through want of provifions ; and had not Toiras icceived, jufr in time, thirty 
thoufand crowns due to the garrifon of Cafal, that important place muft inevitably have 
fallen into the hands of the Spaniards 

Cafal was the only town in Montferrat which ftill hckl out for the duke of Mantua. 
The marquis of Spinola laid fiege to it with an army of four-and- twenty thoufand men, 
and a formidable train of artillery. The defence was proportioned to the vigour of the 
attack, and Toiras greatly incommoded the enemy by frequent and well-directed 
fallies. The Imperialifts, meanwhile, extended their incurfions into the duchy of 
Mantua, where the marefchal D'Etrees was flationed ; but, alike deflitute of money anil 
of troops, he could be of little utility to the duke. Moft of the inhabitants preferred 
to the evils of the war a voluntrary fubmiflion to the Imperial power; and this difpoii- 
tion was encouraged by the conduct of their allies, the Venetians, whofe neglect oc- 
cafioned the reduction of the town and citadel of Porto. The duke of Mantua himfelf 
was feverely cenfured for neglecting the adoption of thofe meafurcs which were neceffary 
for the prefervation of his dominions ; and for confuming, in idle and fuperfluous ex- 
pences, thofe treafures which fhould have been folely appropriated to the fupport of the 
war. But neither the neglect of the Venetians, nor the imprudence of the duke, ex- 
cited fo much aftonifliment, as the conduct of the French, who, after openly declaring 
Mi favour of the latter, had haftily abandoned an enterprize, whence much glory might 
have been derived. 

The army, commanded by the marefchals Schomberg and de la Fcice, in that countrv,. 
was fo much weakened by defertions and ficknefs, that it became ncceffary to fend a 
confiderable reinforcement, under the conduct of the duke of Montmorenci,. and the 
m'arquis d'Effiat. This reinforcement corvfifted of ten thoufand foot and one thou- 
fand horfe, who were obliged to nlk an action with the troops of Savoy, before they 
could effect a junction with the other army. The action took place at a defile near the 
town of Vegl'uno, in Piedmont, where the rrar-guard of the French, was vigoroufly 
attacked by prince Thomas ; but the Ikill of the generals and the courage of the troops 
fixed the wavering fortune of the day, and matched the victory from the Savoyards, 
who loft eight hundred men, two hundred pril'oners, and nineteen pair of colours lf . 

,ft Contin. de Mezerai, torn. i. p. 34k '7 Contin. de Meierai, torn. i. p. 347, 348.— Le Vaflbr, torn. vi. Iiv. 
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The junction of the duke of Montmorenci with marefchal de la Force was follow- 
ed by the reduction of the town and inarquifate of Saluces. The duke of Savoy ad- 
vanced, in perfon, with his army, as far as Savigliano, in order to give battle to the 
French ; but death put a ftop to his career. He expired of an apoplexy towards the 
end of July, 1630 ; and was fucceeded in his dominions by his fon Victor- A made us, 
who had efpoufed the filter of Lewis the Thirteenth. 

Rivoli was the firft place that was taken by the French after the death of Charles 
Emanuel ; they thence proceeded to Villa-Franca, and Pontcalliere, which foon ca- 
pitulated ; and Carignano experienced a fimilar fate. The French army was fo weaken- 
ed by the ravages of the plague, that they could reap no advantage from their fucceffes. 
The principal object of their expedition was the relief of Cafal, which was clofely be- 
Ceged by the Spaniards. Toiras contrived to defend the town with his ufual fpirit 
and vigour, but there was no hope that his utmoft exertions could enable him to hold 
out beyond the month of September. He was in want of provifions and money, and his 
foldiers daily diminifhed in number. He apprized the French generals of his fituation, 
but their army was reduced to fuch a ftate as to preclude the poffibility of undertaking 
any thing in his favour ; the Spaniards, on their fide, were not exempt from apprehen- 
fion ; for the fourteen thoufand men, with which Spinola had commenced the fiege, 
were now reduced to four thoufand ; the magnitude of which lofs muff be partly af- 
cribed to the effects of ficknefs, and partly to the circumftance of no quarter being given 
on either fide. 

In this reciprocal ftate of erttbarraffment, Mazarin, after he had ineffectually exerted 
himfelf for bringing both parties to confent to a peace, again interpofed his good offices, 
and induced them to fign a general truce, which was to continue from the fourth of 
September to the fifteenth of October. By this truce it was ftipulated — that Spinola 
and Toiras fhould leave all the works, both in the city and in the Spanifh camp, in the 
fame fituation \n which they were when the truce was figned : that Spinola fhould 
permit the French to purchafe provifions in his camp until the end of October: that 
the Spaniards, meanwhile, fhould be put in poffeffion of the town of Cafal : that if a 
peace fhould not be concluded before the fifteenth of October, the French fhould be 
at liberty to relieve the place ; but if it were not relieved before the laft day of that month, 
Toiras fhould refign the command to Spinola. 

This armiftice appeared ftrange to thofe who were unacquainted with the real fituation 
of both parties. To fuch it appeared, that either Spinola fhould reduce the citadel of 
Cafal, or that the French fhould compel him to raife the fiege. But befides that Spinola's 
army was diminifhed, as we have before obferved, more than two thirds, he could ob- 
tain no affiftance from the Imperialifts, whofe general was pleafed at any diminution of 
liis rival's glory. The duke of Savoy, moreover, was extremely irritated againft Spi- 
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nola, becaufe he had preferred the fiege of Cafel to the jundion of their forces for the 
defence of Piedmont. Vi&or-Amadeus had even procured a pofitive order to be fent 
to Spinola from the court of Madrid, to fign no treaty ; and it was necefTary to procure 
frefh powers from Madrid before he could iign the truce. Vexation at thefe re- 
peated difappointments brought on a fit of ficknefs, which compelled the Spanifli ge- 
neral to quit the camp, and refign the conduct of the fiege to another 18 . The French 
generals accepted the truce, with the greater alacrity, as they had given up the town 
for loft. It was the marquis of Santa-Croce, to whom Spinola had refigned the com- 
mand of the Spanifh army, that treated with Toiras about the execution of the truce ; 
but that general paid fo little attention to guarding the avenues of the citadel of Cafal, 
that at the expiration of the truce the garrifon was more numerous and in much bet- 
ter condition than before. The Spanifh foldicrs had fold the French as many provifions 
as they chofe to buy ; and Mazarin himfelf, though acting in the capacity of mediator 
in this bufinefs, had carried money to Toiras, whenever he went to negociate with 
him ; — a fervice which Richelieu, in the fequel, was careful to acknowledge. The 
marquis of Spinola died foon after the truce was figned 1 '. 

NotwithfUnding the uneafinefs and agitation occafioned by the intrigues of his ene- 
mies, and his uncertainty as to the termination of the war in Italy, Richelieu exerted 
all his activity and forefight in putting the affairs of foreign countries on fuch a foot- 
ing, that Lewis might be enabled to reduce the emperor and the king of Spain to the 
neceffity of doing juftice to the duke of Mantua; and to defeat the projects of the 
houfe of Auftria. The fhorteft and moft certain method of accomplishing this pur- 
pofe, was by preventing the Hates-general of the United Provinces from liftening to the 
propofals for a truce or accommodation made them by the artful court of Madrid ; to 
ltimulate the king of Sweden to an open rupture with the emperor ; and fecretly to 
favour the enterprize, in order to engage the princes of Germany to fhake off the 
yoke impofed on them by Ferdinand. The cardinal laboured with great earneflnefs to 
bring about thefe matters ; and Jofeph, a Capuchin friar, his confeffor, ferved him 
with great zeal on the occafion. Baugy, the French ambaffador at the Hague, had re- 
ceived orders, towards the conclufion of the preceding year, to negociate a renewal of 
the ancient treaties between France and the ftates-general of the United Provinces* 
but the bufinefs could not be brought to a termination until the middle of the prefent 
fummer. It was of the utmoft importance that no longer delay fhould be experi- 
enced ; for Charles, king of England, led away by the hope with which the Spaniards 
flill amufed him, of re-eftablifhing Frederick, king of Bohemia, in his hereditary domini- 
ons, and of obtaining the emperor's confent, concluded a peace with the Catholic king ; 

Contin. de Mezerai, torn. i. p. 3S o. '9 Hirtoire du Marefchal de Toiras, liv. ii.-Nani Hiftoria Venett, 
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openly folicited the ftates-general of the United Provinces to enter into a negotiation 
With the court of Madrid, and offered them his mediation *°. 

Having fettled this bufinefs, the cardinal's attention was next directed to the diet of 
Ratifbon, which had been affembled by the emperor, in the month of June. Leo Bru- 
lart, a man of great Ikill and experience, already approved in various negociations of 
importance, who refided in Switzerland, as ambaffador extraordinary from France, re- 
ceived orders to repair thither: but father Jofeph, who was appointed to accompany him 
to Germany, was confidered as the principal negotiator, and was, indeed, folely entruft- 
cd with the fecret defigns of Richelieu. Brulart, at his firft audience, explained to the 
diet the good intentions of the king, his m after, with regard to the fafety and tranquil- 
lity of the empire. He was alfo charged to reprefent, in ftrong terms, to the electoral 
college, the reafons which had induced Lewis to extend his protection to the duke of 
Mantua, and to oppofe the project formed by the emperor and the king of Spain againft 
the liberties of the Italian ftates ; he was farther ordered to difplay, in proper colours, 
the different meafures adopted by his mod Chriftian majefty for enfuringa certain and 
durable peace to Italy ; and to inform the diet that if the emperor would confent, at the 
folicitation of the electors, to enter into a negotiation concerning the affairs of Mantua, 
the French minifters had full powers to treat on the fubject. 

Richelieu had two objects in view in this embaffy to Ratifbon ; firft, fecretly to thwart 
the projects of the emperor; and, fecondly, to conclude an accommodation, with regard 
to the fucceffion of the houfe of Gonzaga 11 , in cafe the marquis of Spinola fhould fuc- 
ceed in his attempt on Cafal. The abbot of Krembfmunfter, and the barons Noftlitz 
and Queftemberg, one of whom was vice-chancellor of Bohemia, and the other council- 
lor of ftate to the emperor, had orders to treat with Brulart, and his adjunct, father 
Jofeph. Several articles were drawn up on both fides ; but neither party feemed difpofed 
to bring matters to a fpeedy conclufion. The Imperialifts wifhed to give the Spaniards 
time for the reduction of Cafal; and Richelieu, who thought his credit and fortune 
might be more eafily fuftained while his fovereign was engaged in a difficult and doubt- 
ful war, did not wifh to terminate the bufinefs until he had completely diffipated the in- 
trigues which had been formed againft himfelf. 

But two circumftances occurred to oblige the French and Imperial courts to adopt a 
change of meafures, and to prefs the conclufion of the negotiation they had begun. The 
emperor, alarmed at the rapid progrefs of the king of Sweden in Germany, and at the 

*> Hiftoire du Miniftere du Cardinal de Richelieu.— Rufhworth's Hiftorical Colleaions.— Burnet's Memoirs 
of the Dukes of Hamilton, b. i.— Sir Philip Warwick's Memoirs. « Vie du Pere Jofeph, chap, viii ix x.— 
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convocation of all the Proteftant princes at Leipfic, at the inftigation of the elector of 
Saxony, refolved to fettle, without delay, the affairs of Mantua, and to recall his troops 
from Italy. On the other hand, the king of France had been feized with a dangerous 
illnefs at Lyons; and Richelieu was obliged to obey the queen-mother, who infilled that 
the war in Italy fhould be immediately terminated. Befides her former reafons for wifli- 
ing for peace, flie did not chufe that the kingdom fhould be involved in a troublefome 
war, at a moment when the king, whofe life was certainly in imminent danger, was ex- 
pected to die. No conjuncture was ever more adverfe to the defigns of Richelieu, nor 
more favourable to thofe of Mary of Medicis. Whether the king died or recovered, 
the cardinal appeared to be in equal danger of difgrace. The duke of Orleans, pre- 
emptive heir to the crown, held him in fuch detefhtion, that he had not the fmalleft 
reafon to hope for either favour, countenance, or protection from him. Lewis, unable 
to refift the continued folicitations of his mother, had actually promifed to difmifs the 
cardinal, as foon as the war in Italy fhould be brought to a conclufion. Thus, whether 
the king furvived or not, Richelieu was alike expofed to the danger of lofing his place. 
The minifter was aware of thefe inconveniencies, and yet could no longer refufe 
to fend politive orders to his confeffbr to conclude the treaty of Ratifbon with the ut- 
maft expedition. 

The treaty was figned on the thirteenth of October. Father Jofeph, at firft, refufed 
to fubferibe his name to it, under pretence that he had nooftenfible character at the diet 
of Ratifbon ; but the Imperial commiffioners, knowing him to be in pofTeffion of full 
powers, as well as of the confidence of Richelieu, protefled they would not fign with- 
out him. The principal articles of the treaty were thefe: That the emperor and the 
king of France fhould live in peace and harmony with, and not affift the enemies and rebel- 
lious fubjects of, each other : that the pretenfions of the duchefs-dowager of Lorraine to 
the fucceffion of the three laft dukes of Mantua, her brothers, fhould either be left to 
the decifion of the emperor, or be fettled in an amicable manner: that the prince of 
Guaftalla fhould cede his claims to Charles, duke of Mantua, and his male heirs, on 
receiving territorial poffeffions to the amount of fix thoufand crowns a year: that the 
dqke of Savoy fhould have the city of Trino, in the marquifate of Montferrat, and fuch 
other places as would, together, produce him an annual income of eighteen thoufand 
crowns: that Charles, duke of Mantua, fhould write a refpectful and fubmiffive letter 
to his imperial majefty : that, fix weeks after the receipt of fuch letter, he fhould be in- 
vefted with the duchy of Mantua, and the marquifate of Montferrat, and Ferdinand 
iliould withdraw all his troops from the duchy, except thofe which were ftationed 
in the capital, in the citadel of Porto, and in Caneto : that the Spaniards fhould defift 
from their attempts on Montferrat, and on Cafal ; and fhould retire from Piedmont : 
that the French fhould evacuate the citadel of Cafal, rcpafsthe Alps, and reftore all they 
had taken from the duke of Savoy, except Pignerol, Vegliano, Suza, and Briqueras : 
that the duke of Mantua might follow the example of his predeceffors in putting what 
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garrifon he chofe in Cafal, fo that he did not give umbrage to the neighbouring powers : 
that after the inveftiture granted to that prince, the emperor and the king of Fiance 
jfhoald reftore all the places remaining in their hands: and, laflly, that the emperor 
flionld demolifh the forts he had caufed to be erected in the country of the Grifons; and 
that that people fhould be reftored to the poiTeffion of their ancient rights and liber- 
ties". The duke of Lorraine and the Venetians were comprehended in this treaty. 
Ferdinand promifed to reftore all the places which his generals had taken from the latter, 
and never tomoleft them on account of the late war, provided thev would reduce their 
army as far as was compatible with their own fafety.. 

The treaty of Ratifbon,far from fecuring that approbation which its object — ths ter- 
mination of a ruinous and bloody war — appeared to deferve, became a fubjedt of general 
cenfure and complaint. All the parties intercftcd in the event, except the court of 
Vienna, were highly discontented. The duke of Mantua complained of the difmem- 
berment of his dominions. The Venetians, though the interefts of the republic had by 
no means been neglected, teftified their difpleafure at the little attention paid by Lewis 
to that fidelity which the republic had ever difplayed in all their engagements with 
France; and expreffed their wifh that Brulart had deferred the conclufion of the treaty 
until the arrival of Sebaftian Venier, whom the fenate had fent, as their ambaffador ex- 
traordinary, to Ratifbon. The Spaniards, accuftomed to give the law in all negotia- 
tions, were extremely mortified at finding themfeJves reduced to the neceffity of abiding, 
by the terms that had been fettled by the emperor and the king of France, without the 
participation, of the council of Madrid. Lewis having recovered his health, before the 
treaty was figned, Richelieu, though its conclufion was the immediate confequence of 
his own exprefs orders, joined in the general murmur of diicontent. He loudly com- 
plained of the precipitation and imprudence difplayed by Brulart and his afTociate in fign- 
ing an act which, in his opinion, contained feveral claufes injurious to France, and dif- 
advanti'geous to the king and his allies. The cardinal perfuaded the king to difavow his 
ambaffadors. The marefchals of Fiance, who commanded the French forces in Italy, 
werefecretly advifed to pay. no attention- to what had pafled at Ratifbon, and not toexe- 
cute the treaty, in cafe they fhould be called upoa by the Imperial generals to enforce its 
accomplishment. Brulart was feverely reprimanded, and received orders to declare to 
his Imperial mnjefty,. that Lewis would never ratify the treaty, unlefs certain articles' 
were altered, fo as to be rendered palatable to the court of France. Father Jofeph was* 
ordered to retire to his convent ; whence, however, he was foon after removed by Richs— 
lieu, who afhgned him apartments in the Louvre 2 '. 

* l Le VafltMy.tom. vi. liv. xxviii. p. 449, 450. J 3 Idem. ibid. p. 452, 453; 
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The king's illnefs, which brought him to the brink of the grave, had given rife to 
intrigues at court, which had for their objects the diftniflion of Richelieu, and the mar- 
riage of the duke of Orleans, in cafe his brother fhould die. The countefs of Fargis 
is faid to have reprefented to Anne of Auftria, that the only means of avoiding the mis- 
fortune fire dreaded, in the event of the king's death, of retiring to Spain, and being con- 
fined in a convent, was by efpoufing the heir to the throne ; and the countefs under- 
took to open the bufinefs to Gafton, whofe anfwer was couched in " civil and obliging 
" terms." Lewis was, probably, apprized of this circumftance after his recovery. 
Richelieu, fkilful in the difcovery of intrigues of the moll fecret nature, did not fuffer 
fo fair an opportunity to efcape of confirming his fovereign in a prejudice, of which he 
never was cured, tending to enforce a belief that the queen and the duke of Orleans had 
entertained ferious thoughts of marrying each other. 

The alarm into which Richelieu had been thrown by the illnefs of his matter was 
fomewhat difpelled by his recovery. Mary of Medicis, however, thinking the peace 
concluded, or, at leaft, on the point of being figned at Rat.fbon, renewed her felicita- 
tions to the king fot the difmiflion of his minifter, and ftrenuo xhorted him to per- 
form the promife he had fo often repeated 24 . But Lewis eluded her demands, hy urging 
her to wait till the final conclufion of the treaty, and, in the mean time, to fhew no 
marks of her difpleafure to Richelieu, who waited for her at Roanne, with a view of 
returning with her to Paris, and of endeavouring to recover her good graces on the 
road. A judicious writer pretends that there was a collufion between the king and his 
minifter on this occafion, and that they agreed, before their departure from Lyons, to 
deceive the queen-mother, and once more to deprive her of all fhare in the government. 
The difgrace of that princefs, and the continual delays demanded by Lewis whenever 
fhe preffed him to difmifs the cardinal, give an air of probability to this conjecture. 
But Richelieu appeared fo difconcertcd after a frefti proof of the queen-mother's refent- 
ment which he received at Paris, at the beginning of November; he fo firmly believed 
himfelf loft without refource, and entertained fuch ferious thoughts of retiring to 
Havre-de-Grace, that it is difficult to conceive he could have acted in concert with his 
fovereign. The fudden difgrace of Mary of Medicis, and the unexpected continuation 
of the credit and influence of the cardinal, were the effects of the weaknefs and timidity 
of a prince, who entertained fufpicions of his neareft relations, and who did not think 
himfelf capable of fupporting, without the affiftance of his minifter, the weight of fo- 
reign affairs, nor of difpelling thofe domeftic faflions, which, as Richelieu made him 
believe, had long been forming againft his authority, and even againft his perfon. 

Before the court left Lyons, Lewis and the cardinal fent orders to the marefchals of 
France, who commanded in Italy, to march without delay to the relief of Cafal. The 

*+ Le Vaflbr, torn. vi. liv. z%. p. 494. 
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truce expired on the fifteenth of October, and, by the fame treaty, the citadel was to be 
furrendered to the marquis of Santa-Croce, in cafe it was not relieved before the ele- 
venth of November. Richelieu knew very well what Brulart and father Jofeph had 
negociated at Ratifbon with the Imperial minifters ; but, releafed from his fears on -ac- 
count, of the king's illnefs, he was determined not to fulfil a treaty which had been haf- 
tily concluded, merely through complacency to Mary of Medicis, who was impelled by 
a variety of reafons to wifh for a fpeedy termination of the, war in Italy. The cardi- 
nal, therefore, wrote to Schomberg, his confidential friend, and one of the three mare- 
fchals of France who had been fent into Italy, with full powers to treat, in cafe of ne- 
ceffity, with the duke of Savoy, and the Spanifh and Imperial generals, to pay no at- 
tention to any thing which might be concluded at Ratifbon, and to fave the honour of 
the French arms, by marching to the relief of Cafal, even though he fhould be obliged 
to rifk an action, or to attack the enemy in their lines 15 . 

The execution of this project was attended with great difficulty and danger. The 
army was to crofs an enemy's country, nearly thirty leagues in extent, without a fingle 
place either of fhelter or retreat, and to engage the joint forces of the Imperialilfs and 
Spaniards, ftationed in advantageous polls, which they would not fail to fecure, in or- 
der to difpute the pafTage with the French. It was likewife to be apprehended that the 
enemy, ftrongly entrenched before Cafal, could not be forced by troops haraffed by a long 
march, and weak through want of provifions. Indeed there was little profpedl; of find- 
ing provifions fufficient for the fubfiftence of the French before their arrival at Mont- 
ferrat, during their refidence in the vicinity of Cafal, and on their return from the expe- 
dition. Befidcs, after relieving the place, it would be necelTary to throw in fupplies for 
a whole year; and there was no appearance of finding the requifite articles in a coun- 
try that had already been defolated by the incurfions of the troops. Almoft any other 
minifter than Richelieu, alarmed at obftacles which appeared almoft infurmountable, 
would have accepted the treaty of Ratifbon, and have got rid of the affair with as little 
injury as poflible. But the cardinal was of a different difpofition ; as courageous and 
enterprifing in the moft difficult matters of ftnte, as timid and uncertain in the manage- 
ment of his own private concerns, he fent orders to marefchals de la Force, Schom- 
berg, and Marillac, to rifk every thing for the relief of Cafal; and he warned the fe- 
cond to elude the execution of the treaty of Ratifbon, which the king would refufe to 
ratify. Befides that the continuation of the war was advantageous to tiie cardinal, he 
was loth to expofe himfelf to the reproach which his enemies would inevitably caft 
upon him, of having extricated the kingt by means of a treaty far from honourable, 
from an affair inconfiderately and imprudently undertaken, at the inftigation of his 

*J Hiftoire du Mareichal de Toiras, liv. ii.— Hiftoire du Cardinal Mazarin, liv. i. ch3p. 2. — Nani Hiiloria 
Veneta, liv. viii. 1630. — Memorie recondite di Vittorio Siri, torn. vii. p. 259, 260, 261. 
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minifler. One circumftance, indeed, might give courage to Richelieu, whofc penetra- 
tion fcarcely any thing efcaped. The duke of Savoy, and count Collalte, the Imperial 
general, were not forry to fee Cafal relieved, and the Spaniards reduced to the neceffity of 
eonfenting to a peace. Victor A made us was particularly anxious to enter on pofleflion 
of the towns, and the extcnfive tradt of country which Lewis withheld from him. Fer- 
dinand, too, alarmed at the progrefs of the king of Sweden, wifhed to recall his troops 
from Italy, and fettle the affairs of Mantua. The cardinal flattered himfelf that the 
known difpofition of the emperor and the duke of Savoy would facilitate the relief of 
Cafal, and that the marquis of Santa-Croce, who was as timid and unlkilful as his pre- 
deceflor Spinola was courageous and experienced, would not willingly rifk an adYion, un- 
Jefshe was well feconded hy tlie ImperialiAs and the duke of Savoy. 

Richelieu was not deceived in his expectations ; though he was greatly indebted for 
the fuccefs of his fchemc to the exertions of Mazarin, who had profited by the armifticc 
to perform the office of mediator between the contending powers. Devoted to France^ 
he had araufed her enemies by propofals which prevented them from making the necet- 
fiiry preparations for fultaining the efforts of her troops. When Mazarin told mare- 
fchal Schomberg that a treaty had been figned at Ratifbon, by which it was ftipulated 
that Lewis fhould not afftft, either directly or indirectly, the declared enemies of Ferdi- 
nand^ or the empire ; and that the fort re fs of Cafal Ihould be demoliflied ; Schomberg 
replied — " The firft of thefe conditions appears to me fo contrary to the honour and re- 
** putation of the king, my matter, that I cannot perfuade myfelt his majefty's ambaf- 
*' fudor at Ratifbon will ever accept it : as for me, I will never fign fuch an article." 
Mazarin afterwards propofed to the marefchal* on the part of the Imperial general, to- 
fign a treaty fimilar to that which was in agitation at Ratifbon; with an exception of 
the article which had given hirn fuch offence ; but Schomberg perfifled in his refufal r 
and, in concert with his two colleagues, took the neeelFary meafures for affording imme- 
diate relict to the citadel of Calal. 

The duke of Savoy, Collalte, and Mazarin were much better pleafed than the French 
generals with the negotiation at Ratifbon. Victor A made us was anxious to become an 
umpire between three of the firft potentates in Europe: Collalte was diffatisfied becaule 
the lull powers he had received for negotiating and concluding a peace were -virtually 
annulled by the treaty begun at Ratifbon : and Mazarin, who had flattered himfelf with 
the profpecf of advancing his fortune at the court of Rome, by fettling, to the fatisfac- 
tion of the pope, an afFair which had interrupted the peace of Italy, and the confe- 
rences whereof were greatly to be dreaded, deplored the lofs of his trouble, and the 
deftruction of his hopes. There appeared to be anahnoft general confpiracy in Italy for 
the purpofe of letting afule the treaty of Ratifbon, and of fubftituting another in its place ; 
and marefchal Schomberg profited by this circumftance, to promote the accomplifhment 
of his plan. Mazarin perceiving that, notwkhftanding the negociation for a peace that 
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was carrying on in Germany, the French were making ferious preparations for the relief 
of Cafal, imagined lie might flill fuccccd in his efforts to ingratiate himfelf with the 
court of Rome. He therefore propofed to marefchal Schomberg to prolong the truce, in 
order that the marquis of Santa-Croce might have time to receive farther powers from 
Madrid; but this propofal was rejected by the marefchal, and, after a fhort delay, the 
French army, confifting of twenty thoufand foot and three thoufand horfe, under the 
conduit of marefchals La Force, Schomberg, and Mari-llac, was put in motion. On 
their march, they received the treaty of Ratifbon, which father Jofeph had lent them by 
his brother-in-law, Saint Eflienne ; Schomberg, who had his fecret inftruclions, perufed 
the treaty with attention, and declared to Mazarin, to the Venetian ambaiTador, and to 
the envoy from the duke of Mantua, that he conceived it to be his duty to pay no re- 
fpeft to a treaty which appeared to him to be captious, and which the king's ambaiTador 
could not have been induced to fign, had he not been grofsly deceived. " By the fi>:th 
" and ninth articles" — faid Schomberg — " it is ftipulated that the emperor fliall grant 
the duke of Mantua the invcfliture of his duchy, within the term of fix weeks ; and 
" that their Imperial and Catholic rnajefties fhall, within fifteen days from that time, 
" withdraw all their troops from Montferrat. By this means the king's army would be 
" obliged to remain in Italy two months longer, and to wait until the Spaniards fhould 
" have evacuated Cafal. Haw dg we kr.G'.V but that, uiiiitig that ti.r.C, it may be totally 
«* deflroyed by peftilence, famine, and defertion? I obferve alfo that no Spanifh milliter 
'» has figned this treaty. The emperor only promifes to procure the ratification of it by 
" his Catholic majefty. To me this circumftance appears fufpicious. I am afraid that 
«' the Spaniards were defirous of refcrving for themfelves a pretence for rejecting the 
i* treaty, in cafe it fhould be found inconvenient to them to obferve it. Thefe con- 
M fiderations prevent me from acceding to an accommodation fo contrary to the 
" interefts of the king, and which his majefty cannot accept with honour to 
«' himfelf 18 ." 



The marefchals de la Force and Marillac, convinced that Schomberg had too much 
fenfe and experience to take upon himfelf the confequences of an enterprize thus dan- 
gerous, or to break a folemn treaty without fome pofitive order, or, at leaft, with- 
out being well allured of the difpofition of the king and his minifter, praifed the gene- 
rous refolution he had adopted, and exprelTed their concurrence therewith. They ac- 
cordingly proceeded on their march to Cafal, and were on the point of attacking the 
Spanifh lines, when Santa-Croce thought proper to comply with the terms they irn- 
pofed, and to confent to the immediate evacuation of the territories of the duke of 
Mantua. 

** Bernard, Hiftoire de Louis XIII. liv. xiv. — Hiftoire da Marefchal de Toiras, liv. ii. — Hiftoire du Cardinal 
Mazarin, liv. i. chap. 2. — Memoires du Marefchal du Plefty ; de Pontis ; et de Puyfegur. — Mercure Francois, 
1630. — Nani Hiftoi ia Vcneta, liv. vi ii. 1630.— Memorie recondite di Vittorio Siri, torn. vii. p. 263, 264, &c. 
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A. D. 1631.3 During the military operations the queen-mother had exerted her ut- 
moft influence with the king, to fubvert the power, anddeftroy the credit, of a favourite, 
who feemed difpofed to difpute with his mafter the exercife of the fovereign authority. 
But, at the very time when her intrigues appeared to be moft fuccefsful, all her hopes 
were overturned by a pofitive and public declaration of her foh's, that he would protect 
the cardinal againft all his enemies. Inflated by the fuccefs of his fchemes, and embol- 
dened by the abfolute afcendancy he had acquired over the mind of Lewis, Richelieu 
thenceforth preferved no'meafures with thofc he difliked, but purfued, with unremitting 
diligence, his plan for promoting the deftruction of all who endeavoured to thwart his 
intereft or ambition. 

But, amidft the cabals and intrigues of the court, which fill the greater part of the 
hiftories of thefe times, political negociations were not negledted. On the twenty-third 
of January ( 1631 ) a treaty of alliance was figned, at Berwald, in the duchy of Bran- 
denbourg, between the king of France, and Guftavus Adolphus, king of Sweden. 
The profeffed object of this treaty was to defend the friends of either monarch ; to en- 
force the liberty of commerce on the fea ; to re-eftablifh the princes of the empire in 
their ancient privileges; to effect the demolition of certain forts which the emperor had 
caufed to be erected on the coafts of the Baltic, and in the country of the Grifons; in 
itiort, to reftore the affairs of Europe to the fame footing on which they flood before 
the laft troubles in Germany. Guftavus engaged to maintain, at his own expence, an 
army of thirty thoufand foot, and fix thoufand horfe ; in confideration of which Lewis 
agreed to pay him annually the fum o>.~ four hundred thoufand crowns. The treaty was 
figned by Charnaffe, the French ambaffador, on the one part; and by marefchal Horn; 
John Bannier, general of the infantry, and Charles Bannier, fecretary of ftate to Gufta- 
vus, on the other. The French council wifhed not to render this treaty public, left a 
clamour fhould be raifed againft an alliance concluded by the advice of a cardinal, and 
the intrigues of a friar, with a prince who declared himfelf the protector of theopprened 
Proteftants in Germany : but Guftavus was too deeply interefted in its publication to 
fufj'tr it to remain a fecret. 

The emperor had at firA defpifed the efforts of the Swedifh monarch, from a convic- 
tion that, not having money fufficicnt to complete the project he had undertaken, he 
would find but few perfons in Germany who would venture to declare in his favour, and 
would fpecdily be reduced to the ucceffity of returning to his own country. But the 
alliance and fupport of the French gave to his enterprize a very different afpect. Aided 
by the refources of a "powerful kingdom, Guftavus could not fail to become highly for- 
midable to Ferdinand. The enemies of the cardinal were loud in their clamours againft: 

D 

him, and ftrenuoufly endeavoured to render this new alliance a fubject of general dif- 
content. But all equitable and judicious perfons beftowed the warmeft commendations 
on the fkill and prudence of the miniftcr, in an. affair which Laid the firft foundation of 
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that fuperiority which France afterwards acquired over the houfe of Aufhia; a fuperi- 
or'rty which, in the fequel, hecame almoft as dangerous to the liberties of the empire, 
and, indeed of all Europe, as the boundlefs ambition of this afpiring family. Guftavus, 
on his part, difplayed equal wifdom and prudence ; as, without this league, he never 
could have effected his laudable project of humiliating the emperor, inflated with 
the rapid fucceffes of his generals ; and of delivering the princes of Germany from 
oppreffion. 

Richelieu perfifted irr his endeavours to turn the fufpicions which he had artfully in- 
ftilled into the mind of his fovereign, with regard to Mary of Medicis and the duke of 
Orleans, to his own advantage. He reprefented to Lewis, that a confpiracy was formed 
againft his authority, and, probably, againft. his perfon, by the queen-mother and the 
duke; that many of the principal noblemen and ladies of the court had engaged in it, 
and that it would be prudent to put a ftop to it before it was carried to an alarming 
height ; which might be eafily done, if his majefty would only leave Paris, and repair to 
Compiegne, under pretence of taking the amufement of the chafe. " Monfieur" — 
faid Richelieu — " is preparing to raife troops in different parts of the kingdom, for the 
" purpofe of commencing a civil war. All his projects will be fruftrated if we can 
" but gain over the queen-mother, which will be no difficult matter, after the removal 
" of thofe factious fpirits which are inceffantly irritating her. If fhe follow you to 
" Compiegne, fhe fhall be prefted with fuch urgent folicitations, and tempted by fuch ' 
" advantageous offers, that fhe will fcarcely be able to refufe what your majefty means 
** to afk of her. At all events, fhould the queen-mother remain at Paris during your 
•■' journey, we will avail ourfelves of the opportunity to remove from about her perfon 
" all who are inftrumental in cherifhing her ill-humour. The banifhment or impri- 
" fonment of her evil counfellors will render her more tractable and pliant towards you ; 
u and Monfieur, deprived of the fupport of the queen-mother, will not fail to fubmit 
" to the will of your majefty." 

Lewis approved the plan, and repaired to Compiegne, about die middle of February, 
whither he was followed by the two queens. He then told his mother that he wifhed 
to be reconciled to her, but that fuch reconciliation could never take place unlefs fhe 
would accept the apologies which Richelieu was ready to make for any offence he might 
have given her; concur with him in averting the troubles with which the ftate was 
threatened ; attend the council, and give her opinion there as fhe ufed to do formerly. 
It was alfo requefted that Mary fhould give a written promife never in future to engage 
in any intrigue hoftile to the welfare and tranquillity of the kingdom, and to abandon 
.all fuch as fhould be confidered as abettors of faction. Mary expreffed her willingnefs 
to comply with all thefe conditions, except that of giving the written promife to her 
£on, and the obligation of attending the council. Richelieu and his creatures availed 
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thcmfelvcsof this/<«7<«/Tcfufa1, to inflame the vdentment of Lewis, They obferved to 
him that queens might he puniihed like other (ubjecTs, whenever they excited or encou- 
raged factions in tlie kingdom; that though he were compelled to the obfervance of cer- 
tain duties towards his mother, ns a king lie ought to prefer the happinefs and icpofc of 
his people to all other confidcrations : that he could not refufc to employ fuch means as 
fhould he found capable of breaking the clofe connection of Mary of Medicis with the 
duke of Oilcans and his partilans ; that Charles the Seventh, even before his acceflian 
to the throne, fent his mother, ] label of Bavaria, to Elois, and afterwards to Tours, in 
order to thwart the evil defigns which certain dilcontentcd perfons had formed, under 
the name of that princels; that the conflable Arm.ngnac had orders to take from her her 
iewels and money, and to commit her to thecuftody of three men, without whofe per- 
miffioii ihe could not fpeak to any one ; that the furefl mode of difcoacerting the pro- 
jects of Mary, was to caufe her to he conducted to fome place at a difbnee from the 
court; to hanifh all thofe who pcrfuaded her to adhere to the pernicious resolution flie 
had adopted ; and to place near her perfon fome one poSefftd of fufBcient prudence and 
authority to prevent her from forming any confpiracy hoftile to the welfare of the ft ate, 
The cardinal, however, with an appearance of moderation that was foieign from his 
heart, advifed the king to try all mild expedients before he had recourfe to exertions of 
Severity 2? . 

But neither threats, folicitations nor remonftrances could prevail upon Mary to aban- 
don the duke of Orleans, or to have any greater intercourfe than fuch as was abfolutely 
unavoidable with the cardinal; flie, therefore, coolly obferved, that fhe wifhed to have 
no farther concern with the government of the kingdom, and would not attend the coun- 
cil. Lewis, concluding from thence that his mother was more firmly attached to the in- 
terefts of the duke of Orleans than to his own, liftened to the fuggeftions of jealoufy, 
and became more ardent, if poffible, than Richelieu himfclf in preffing the bauifhment 
of a princefs whom he had nothing more to reproach with than a too eager defire of 
puni/hingthe ingratitude of a faithlefs fervant. Richelieu eagerly embraced the oppor- 
tunity, and laid before the king the opinion of father Jofeph and another prieft, who had 
agreed, that 3S the law. of God did not require children to keep their parents always near 
their perfons, Lewis might, without committing the fmalleft fin, banifh his mother to 
whatever place he chofe. 

All fcruplcs being thus removed from the mind of Lewis by the complacency of two 
cafuifls, whole ideas of honour and conscience appear to have been regulated by other 
principles than thofe of religion, determined to make his mother feel the weight of his 

■>■! Journal de Biflbmpierre, torn, ii.— Hiftoire du Miniftere 1U1 Cardinal de Rich<yi«u, i6m.— Bernard Hiftoire 
de Louis XIII. liv. xv.— Umieres pour l'Hiftoire de France.— Mereorie «ewidice di Vittorio Siri.— Le Vaflbr, 

torn, vu liv. 29. 
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refentmcnt. Richelieu, however, prevailed upon him not to proceed to extremities until 
he had prcvioufly fuhmitted his intentions to the difcuffion or" his council. The coun- 
cil was accordingly affembled, but when the cardinal was called upon to give his opinion 
on the 1 ropofition for banilhing the fiucen-mothcr from court, with an affectation of 
modeily, which the whole tenour of his conduct belied, he earneftly befought the king 
to permit him to be fjlent on a fubject in which he mult appear too deeply intercfted 
to fpeak with impartiality. His eagernefs in enforcing this requeft was proportioned to 
the ftrcngth of his conviction that the king would not comply with it; and no fooner 
had Lewis iflued his command, than Richelieu, with grief on his countenance, and joy- 
in his heart, began a fpeech which he had prepared for the purpofc 2 '. 

He reprefented, that the emperor, the kings of Spain and England, and the duke of 
Savoy, compelled to yield to the victorious arms of France, were envious of the prof- 
perity of Lewis: that they incefTantly laboured to fruflrate his juft dciigns, cither by 
carrying on an open war again ft him, or by exciting, by means of their agentp- and emil- 
faries, factions and infurrections in his dominions: that the two queens and the duke of 
Orleans entered into- thefe intrigues, and, under the pretext of frivolous difcontents, 
formed an union with each other hoftile to the welfare of the ftate : that even the par- 
liaments and the people fecretly favoured them, in the hope that thefe domeftic dilu- 
tions would weaken the authority of the king, the diminution of which was earneltly 
fought forby certain turbulent and feditious perfons: that feveral of the principal nobili- 
ty had attached themfelves- to Mary of Medicis and to Gaftoiiiwitha view to the advance- 
ment of their fortune, or the augmentation of their power: that the intrigues of certain 
ladies, and of the duke of Buckingham, at the court of France, had nearly fet the king- 
dom in a flame : that the new cabal formed by the queen-mother appeared more formi- 
dable than, any of the preceding factions : that the number and quality of the ladies who 
were concerned in it were infinitely more confiderable : that the malecontents were pri- 
vately inftigated by the Spaniards : that the king of England fupplied them with money, 
and had offered pecuniary affiftance to the duke of Orleans when he left the kingdom : 
that the duke of Lorraine had engaged in thefe intrigues, and that Mazarin had told him 
that that prince had exerted himfelf to prevent the accommodation between France and 
the empire : that the duke of Guife and the parliament of Provence were actually en- 
deavouring, in concert with Mary of Mtdicis and the duke of Orleans, to excite the Pro* 
vencals to fed it ion: that a relation of marefchal de Marillac had refuied, at the inftiga- 
tion of the queen- mother, to give up the citadel of Verdun, of which he was governor, 
t».the king, inorderto conftrain his majefly to releafe the marefchal from confinement:: 
that the intrigues- and imaginary difcontents of Mary of Medicis had alone given rife to 

** Hiftoire <Ju Minifte're du Cardinal de Richelieu, 1 631. — Vie du mime par Auberv, liv. iv. chap. 12.— 
Mc'morie recondite di Vittorio Sin, torn. vii. p. 301, 303, &c. 

all 
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all thefe diforders : and, that the houfe of Auftria would, under various pretences, refufe 
to do juftice to the duke of Mantua and the other allies of the crown, fo long as they 
could have any reafon to hope that the king would he fo much embarrafTed with his do- 
meftic affairs as to be precluded from paying proper attention to the motions of foreign 
powers. 

In order to roufc the fears and apprchenfions of Lewis, Richelieu proceeded thus ; 
— " I will fincerely explain to your majefty the different obftacles oppofed to the fuc- 
" cefs of your jufl undertakings : it is your bufinefs to remove them and to choofe the 
" beft expedients for that purpofe. All the defigns of the queen-mother are founded 
" on the hope fhe has conceived of effecting my ruin. That is her only object. She 
" has openly declared it to M. de Bullion ; and you muft not hope that file will ever 
" defift from her efforts to accomplifh it. Monfieur flatters himfelf that his mother 
«' will finally fucceed ; he therefore remains clofely united to her, and your endeavours 
" to feparate them will prove fruitlefs. So long as this cabal fubfifls, your majefty 
" muft neither expect tranquillity at home, nor profperity abroad. You will daily find 
*• the number of malecontents encreafe. Thofe who appear to be moft firmly attached 

to your fervice and your perfon, will become importunate and infupportable by the 
" exorbitancy of their demands. Who can pretend to fay that you will not be re- 
** duced to fuch a dreadful fituation that it will no longer be poflible to remedy an 
** evil, rendered incurable by continued indulgence ? If God, as a punifhment for our 
" fins, fhould fufter you, Sire, once more to fall fick, may not the malecontents ren- 
" der themfelves matters of the government, and even of your perfon, without the 
" poffibility of prevention from your faithful fervants, who would themfelves be ex- 
" pofed to perfecution ? On fuch an occafion every man turns towards the rifing fun. 
** The fame accident is to be apprehended in cafe your arms meet with any unforcfeen 
" difgrace. The malecontents will afcribe it to the mifconduct or negligence of thofe 
" who will have taken all poffihle care to prevent fuch a misfortune, and we fliall re- 
" main at the discretion of a fex vindictive and implacable in their hatred. 

" Since you command me, Sire, to explain my fentiments on the mode to be purfued 
" for remedying thefe inconveniences, I will frankly confefs that violence and feveritv 
V will cure the evil which mildnefs and forbearance will only tend to encreafe. Either 
" an honourable and lafting peace muft — if poflible — be made with the houfe of Au- 
M ftria, or a reconciliation he immediately effected with the queen-mother. There is 
" no medium. If your majefty wifh to remain at court, you muft difmifs certain fac- 
" tious men who are perpetually with the queen-mother j and who cheriQi and en- 
" courage her ill-humours to the great prejudice of the ftate. May I venture, Sire, to 
" fpeak my mind with freedom ? The fure method of obtaining the repofe vou feek 
" for, is to requcft your mother to withdraw herfelf for fome time, from court, be- 
" caufc her prefence irritates the evil which you wifh to cure. So long as Monfieur 

« fhall 
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*1 (hall remain at his eftate, and the queen-mother at Paris, not the greateft dexterity, 
" the mod confummate prudence, will fuffice to put your officers in a proper fituatio». 

«' I know not whether the expedient I propofe, of concluding an immediate accom- 
*• modation with foreign powers, be practicable. They feek to profit by our domeftic 
" diflentions; and we muft not flatter ourfelves that the emperor, the king of Spain, 
" and the duke of Savoy would now accept a peace, unlefs your majefty would aban- 
" don your allies ; a ftep which would be productive of more harm than good, and 
" would fpeedily be followed by a frefh war. A reconciliation with Monfieur appears 
" to be a meafure equally difficult of accomplifhment ; fince every attempt to gain 
" thofe who have acquired an abfolute afcendancy over his mind has proved fruitlefs. 
" They are people who cannot bear the idea that the ftate fhould he governed by the 
" good and falutary maxims eftablifhed by your council ; nor that your majefty fhould 
" be permitted to chufe your own minifters. They wilh to be matters, and to have the 
" abfolute difpofal of every thing. 

!" It is your ardent wilh, Sire, to appeafe the queen, your mother; I wifh, with all 
** my heart, it were poffible ; but yon know her obftinate and vindictive temper. She 
" is verfed in the arts of diflimulation, and has well retained the maxim of her fa- 
** mily, that it is lefs dangerous to forgive thofe who have offended us, than to be re- 
" conciled to thofe whom we have ill-treated. Unmindful of the fervices I have ren- 
" dered her, and of the good I have done to the ftate, (he has endeavoured to ruin me 
" in your opinion. That attempt is fufficient to render me an object of more implaca- 
M ble refentment, than I fhould be, if I had grievoufly offended her. The entreaties of 
** your majefty would be fruitlefs and unavailing. Without any refpect for the fitua- 
" tion to which you was reduced, by ficknefs, at Lyons, {he continued to prefs her 
*i demand for my expulfion from your council ; nor could the pain which her un- 
" juft folicitations occahoned you, induce her to defift. Is it then to be expected that 
•* fhe will adopt a different line of conduct ? I know the queen-mother. She muft 
" have the abfolute difpofal of every thing, and your majefty muft give her full liberty 
" to difmifs fuch perfons as may have the misfortune to difpleafe her. Without that 

flie will never be fatisfied. God grant that her paffions may not carry her ftill farther 
" than fhe wifhes to go ! 

■f* If my retreat from court, Sire, appear to you the moft fure Jind efficacious remedy, 
" do not hefttate a moment in adopting it. I fhall obey without a murmur, and even 
' with pleafure. I muft only entreat your majefty to confider whether it be probab'e 
' that the queen-mother and Monfieur will be content with this facrifice. Will they not 
« alfo wifh to difmifs all the other minifters ? will they not attempt to render themfelves 
• mafters of the government of the ftate, and of your authority ? If my difmiflion be 
Vol. IV. P p " not 
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«* not likely to put a ftop to their cabals, if it be to be feared that it will encreafe the au- 

" dacity of the malecontents ; I fee no other refource than to requeft the queen-mother 

" to abfent herfelf, for a while, from Paris, and to difmifs from her ferviee and 

" prefence thofe perfons who give her evil advice, and who cherifh her diicontents by 

" the propagation of falfe and malicious reports. But it is of importance to obferve, 

" on the prefent occafion, greater circumfpeclion than before, and to pay her all ex- 

" ternal mark's of'refpeift. You will find, Sire, many obftacles to the execution of the 

" project I propofe. It will be oppofed by perfons of great power, who are interefted in 

" its prevention. But a fmall degree of f.!mnefs will fuffice to overcome all difficul- 

" ties. Only be careful to take your meafures well before you enter on the bufmefs. 

M Deftruction almoft inevitable would be the confequence of commencing an affair ©f 

*• this importance, without going through with it. 

" I confefs, Sire, that this remedy will appear violent to thofe who are not aware of 
" the extent of the evils it is calculated to avert. You muft imitate the conduct of a fkil- 
4t ful furgeon, who, in order to fave the life of his patient, does not hefitate to take from 
" him the greater part of his blood ; nor even to deprive him of a leg or an arm. If, 
" in matters which affect the ferviee of your majefty, and the welfare of your ft ate, I 
'* confulted my own private intereft and reputation, I fhould not advife you to banifh 

the queen-mother. All the hatred which fuch an action will give rife to muft fall 
" upon me. I ftiall be accufed of ingratitude, and of expelling from the court the 
" very perfon to whom I am indebted for my introduction to your majefty. How 
" many fatirical libels will be publifhed againft me ! When I reflect on the confe- 
" quences of the advice I now give you, Sire, I feel that it would be more advantage- 
«' ous to me to avoid the degradation to which I expofe myfelf. Any other perfon than 
** myfelf would probably rather die than fubject himfelf to the cries and reproaches of 
" the dependants of the queen-mother and Monfieur. But no confideration can make 
" me fhrink from the performance of my duty, when the intereft of the public, the 
" fafety of your perfon, and the prefcrvation of your authority are at ftake. I have 
" only one favour to afk : Permit me, Sire, to withdraw myfelf from public life at the 
" fame time. After the departure of the queen-mother all cabals will foon ceafe; and 

her mind will become open to conviction, when no longer irritated by the artful in- 
" finuations of thofe by whom fhe is now furrounded. Foreign powers, then defpair- 
" ing to profit by your domeftic embarraffments, will comply with your juft demands. 
»« Content with the retreat you fhall point out to me, I will continually offer up 
" moft fervent prayers to the Almighty for your profperity ; and will wait the approach 
" of death with perfect refignation to his will, fince I fhall convince the world, by 
" the facrifice I make, that far from wifhing to eftablifti my fortune on the difgrace of 
<( a queen who has loaded mc with benefactions, I condemn myfelf to a perpetual exile, 
« by advifing you to prefer the repofe of your fubjeds to the juft and tender fenti- 

*' ments 
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« merits you entertain for a mother whom paffion has unfortunately rendered blind to 
" your intereft and her own 29 ." 

Of all the points contained in this artful harangue, the laft was that which mod difpleaf- 
ed the king. He took the advice of his council on the fubjeft, who unanimoufly repre- 
fented the difmiffion of Richelieu as a remedy at once dangerous and impracticable ; and 
advifed him rather to banifli his mother, to which he readily confented. For this purpofe 
it was refolved that the court fliould depart fecretly from Compiegne, and leave Mary of 
Medicis in the town, under a fure guard ; which was accordingly done on the twenty- 
third of February. That princefs betrayed the mod violent indignation when flie found 
herfelf again a prifoner : flie wrote feveral letters to the king, in which flie juftified 
her conduct, and complained of the ill-treatment fhe experienced ; but finding all her 
applications treated with contempt, flie at length became more patient, and made a vir- 
tue of neceflity. Richelieu wiflied, foon after the departure of the court, to make her 
leave Compiegne, as being too near the metropolis, and to fend her either to Moulins in 
the Bourbonnois, or elfe to Angers ; the king even offered her the government of either 
of thofe provinces. But flie conftantly refufed to accept his offers, and ftarted fuch 
obftacles to her removal as it was found difficult to overcome. The more they wifhed 
her to change her refidence, the more obftinately fhe perfifted in remaining at Com- 
piegne : flie was treated, however, with all external marks of refpedt, and was allowed 
to walk wherever flie chofe. 



Marefchal D'Etrees, who had been appointed to guard her, with eight companies of 
the king's guards, fifty light horfe, and as many men at arms, had orders to fend her 
favourite, the princefs of Conti, to her feat in Normandy, without permitting her ci- 
ther to fee Mary of Medicis, or pals through Paris. The ducheffes of Ornano and 
Elbeuf received orders, at the fame time, to retire from court ; and marefchal Baf- 
fompierre, who was accufed of nothing more than his attachment to the princefs of 
Conti, was committed to the Baflilie, where he remained till the death of cardinal 
Richelieu. Vautier, the queen-mother's firft phyfician, experienced a fimilar treatment 3 ". 

I 

The duke of Orleans had retired to the capital of his duchy, where the inhabitants, 
attached to his perfon, offered to defend him againft all his enemies 31 j but the ap- 
proach of the king with a formidable army induced him to quit that city, in the 

*9 Le Valfbr, torn. vi. liv. xxix. p. 642, et fuivantc. 3° Contin. de Mezerai, torn. i. p. 359. 
3' Mcmoires Anonimes fur les Affaires du Due d'Orleans>-Lettre du . Due d'Orleans au Roi, en 1631.— 
Relation de ce qui s'eft pafse en 1631, dans le Recueil de diverfes Pioces pour fervir i l'Hiftoire. — Hiftoire du 
Miniftere du Cardinal de Richelieu.— l'Hiftoire du Marefchal de Toiras, liv. iii. 1631,— Memorie Yec6nslite d; 
Vittorio Siri. ( 
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month of March, when he fled, firft into Burgundy, and then to Befancon, in Franehe- 
Comte. The king, who purfued him, publifhed, at Dijon, a declaration in which 
the count of Thoret, the dukes of Elbeuf, Rouannez, and Bellegnrtle ; Le Coigneux ; 
Puylaurens, and all the other parti fans and attendants of Gallon, were pronounced gjiil- 
ty of high-treafon. This declaration was lent to all the parliaments of Fiance to he 
regiftered and verified. The provincial magistrates obeyed the royal mandat* without 
hefitation ; but the parliament of Paris difplayed greater vigour and equity: the decla- 
ration having been conveyed thither, feveral of the members obferved that the domeflics 
of Gallon were declared guilty of high-treafon, without having committed any act of 
violence againft the authority of the king, or any hoitility whatever, and that the only 
crime of which they could be accufed was that of having followed their mafter: whence 
thefe magiftrates concluded that it would be proper to remonfirate with the king, before 
they came to any refolution on a matter of fuch importance, in which his majefty's 
only brother, the prefumptive heir of the crown, was concerned. Others maintained , 
that it would be unjuft to condemn people without any previous examination into the 
truth of the charges exhibited againft them ; and that before they proceeded to the veri- 
fication of the declaration, it was their duty to inftitute a procefs againft thofe perfons 
who had followed the duke of Orleans, in order to know whether thev had really com- 
mitted any crime againft the ftate. The matter was warmly difcuffed in the parlia- 
ment, and, on a divifion, the votes appearing equal, on the twentieth of April, an 
arret de partage was publifhed, importing that the court could not verify the declara- 
tion as required by the crown-lawyers, becaufe there was not a majority of voices in its 
favour. 

Richelieu, whofc meafurcs and whofe principles invariably tended to the eftablifh- 
ment of arbitrary power, perfuaded the king to refent the conduct of the parliament. 

Your majefty" — faid he to Lewis — " did not fend your declaration to the parliament 

that the magiftrates might inftitute a procefs for the verification ©f a facl which every 
M body knows to be true. When they came to take leave of you before your departure 

% Orleans, you told them yourfelf aN that is contained in your declaration. Your 
M letter, fent into the provinces, alfo mentions feveral enterprizes of the domeflics of 
»« your brother, which aie evidently of a treasonable nature. By a refufal to verify 
W a declaration, founded on facts affirmed by yourfelf, the magiftrates exprefs their doubts 
M of your ftneerity, and conteft the truth of your aftertions." 

Lewis, thus mitigated by his minifter, and ever jealous of his authority, aflembled an ex- 
traordinary councilat the Louvre, at which he fummoned the princes of the blood, the (hakes 
and peers, the marefchals of France, the officers of the crown, and the principal council- 
lors of ftate to attend ; declared his difcontent at the arret de partage pronounced by 
Ike parliament ; and expatiated on the dangerous confequences that might refult from 

thence. 
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thence. The keeper of the feals, and fome other members, infifted that the parliament 
of Paris ought to make no more difficulty to verity the declaration than the other fo- 
vereign courts ; and that thofe tribunals being eflablifhed. for the fole purpofe of admi- 
niftering juftice to individuals, had no right to take cognizance of ftate-affairs, with- 
out an exprefs commiflion from his majefty 3 V 

The counciT being unanimous in their opinions, Lewis ordered the parliament to re- 
pair to the Louvre, on the thirteenth of May, on foot, and the fecrctary to bring the 
regifter in which the arret complained of was inferted. The magiftrates obeyed the 
fummons, and haftened to the palace, attended by'vaft crouds of people, who vented their 
execrations on the minifler. Lewis received them on his throne, furrounded by the 
count of Soiffons, cardinals la Valette, and Richelieu ; the dukes of Nemours, An- 
gouleme, Longueville, Montmorenci, and Chevreufe ; the marefchals Crequi, Schom- 
berg ; Saintluc ; and Effi'at. The magiftrates were compelled to remain on their knees in the 
prefence of the. king, who tore in pieces the arret de partage ; and inferted in its place 
the arret of the council. Some of the magiftrates were fufpended, and others banifhed. 

The duke of Orleans, meanwhile, had left Befancon, and retired to Nanci in Lor- 
raine, whence he addreffed a long letter to the king, in the form of a manifefto againft 
Richelieu. He fent this letter to the parliament of Paris enclofed in another, in which 
he thus exprefied himfelf — " There is no man of fenfe, who on confidering the 
*• conduct, of cardinal Richelieu cannot difcover his intentions, and the extent of 
" his ambition. His only object in purfuing^ me with fo much violence, and in feek- 
«' ing to promote my deftrucYion, is the advancement of his own pernicious defigns ; 
" and, therefore, all the means I may employ in future for frustrating his attempts will 
44 be juft and lawful. But my birth engaging me to take a peculiar intereft in what- 

ever concerns the welfare of the ftate, and the fervice of the king, I could never for- 
41 give myfelf, if, before I had recourfe to extraordinary means of defence which might 
44 difturb the tranquillity of the public, I omitted any meafure capable of flopping; 
*• without any fuch' commotion, the dangerous enterprizes of cardinal Richelieu, and of 
44 preventing the ruin of the king, my mother, and myfelf, as well as the total deftruc- 
44 tion of the kingdom. I have therefore refolved to make a laft appeal to the good dif- 
44 pofition and good fenfe of his majefty ; conjuring him to recall' me to his kingdom, 
44 not to confent to my oppreffion, and to confider what my mother and myfelf have to 
** fear from the cardinal," 

In his letter to the king, Gafton expatiated at great length and with great energy 

3* Bernard Hiftoire de Louis XIII. liv. xv.— Hiftoire Uu Miniftere.dtt Cardinal Richelieu, 1631. — Ms'rcura 
Francois, 163 1. 
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on the tyrannical conduct of Richelieu, who rendered every thing fubfervient to his own 
ambitious views. After commenting on the manner in which that minifter had ac- 
quired a degree of power equal to that formerly enjoyed by the mayors of the palace ; 
on his artifices and his calumnies employed and propagated with a view to promote 
the deftruction of the duke of Orleans ; the grand-prior of France ;. marefchal Ornano; 
Chalais ; and even his patronefs, the queen-mother ; Gafton thus concluded his letter : 
" Nothing now remains to be faid, Sire, but to protcfl to you before God, that my an- 
" xiety to juftifv myfelf with regard to the atrocities imputed to me by the cardinal, 
" my ardent zeal for the fafety of your perfon, and that of the queen my mother; 
*« for the relief of your people, and the profperity of the realm, are the only motives 
" which induced me to write this letter. Until you fliall have provided for your fafe- 
" ty and my own againft the evil defigns of the cardinal, permit me to retire to any 
" place you may pleafe to appoint, fo that I fhall be exempt from the attacks of my 
** mortal enemy. There I fhall live without murmuring at my bad fortune, and with- 
" out affording any fubject of complaint to your majefty, for whom I fliall ever pre- 
** ferve inviolate the love and refpect which 1 owe you. In this kind of exile, I fhall 
" at leaft find that repofe, which I have been unable to meet with at your court, or 
** even in my own houfe ; and will wait for a more favourable period, when I may hope 
" to experience, from your kindnefs, the fame marks of fraternal tendernefs which I 
formerly received, and to ferve your majefty, and the kingdom, more effectually 
f* than by my abfence. I fhall not only bear my fate with patience, but with joy, fo 
" long as it is neceffary to the fafety of your perfon ; to the fatisfadYion of the queen, 
" my mother ; to the profperity of your houfe ; and the welfare of the ftate." 

Lewis was fo infatuated with Richelieu, that any reflection ion the conduct of that 
minifter he was induced to refent as an infult offered to hjmfelfi He anfwered his bro- 
ther's letter, which was couched in terms of moderation and refpect, in a tone of im- 
perioufnefs, pride, and dedfion, that fufficiently fhowed his determination to facrifice 
the happinefs of his whole family to the caprice of his minifter. " It neither becomes 
• " you, nor your dependents" — faid the king to the duke of Orleans — " to cenfure my 
" actions, or thofe of my m'milters. You have no power over them j but I have a 
«« right to punifh your fervants, when they do wrong. My coufin, cardinal Richelieu, 
lias ferved me, on all occafions, with equal courage and fidelity; his advice has been 
" of fuch advantage and utility to mrf", that I ought to tcftify to the whole world my 
" perfect fatisfadtion at the fignal fervices he has rendered, and which he continues daily 
" to render, to my perfon and the fhte'. I fhould ill deferve the furname of Jufl, if I 
4 ' forbore to acknowledge them, and if, far from repenting what I have done for him, I 
,** fuffered any opportunity to efcape of conferring frefh favours on him. My affairs can- 
" not be in better hands. Know once for all, that I have a perfect confidence in him, 
« and that he has never done any thing but by my exprefs command, and with the ut- 

" moft 
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*• moft fidelity : I fhall confider every thing that you may fay or do, againft a peifon ren- 
M dered dear to me by his fervices, as faid and done againft myfelf 33 ." 

In the month of July, Mary of Medicis prcfentcd a requeft to the parliament, ia 
which fhe complained, that, without having committed any offence, either againft the 
king or the ftate, fhe was detained a prifoner at Compiegne, under a clofe guard : fhe ac- 
cufed Richelieu of being the caufe of all the divifions which prevailed at court, and re- 
quefted that fhe might be permitted to appear as profccutrix againft the cardinal and his 
adherents. Thus did this princefs — who, during her adminiftration, treated the parlia- 
ment of Paris with fuch contempt, and rejected their remonftrance by obferving, that a 
company, whofe functions were confined to the decifion of caufes between individuals, 
had no right to interfere in matters of ltate — at length find herfelf reduced to the necef- 
fity of becoming a fupplicant, and of having recourfe to magiftrates, who might have been 
able to defend her againft her perfecutor, if fhe had not fet him the pernicious example 
of flopping their mouths, and of fnbverting the beft laws of the kingdom 34 . It was 
now too late to remedy this evil. The liberty of the parliament was fo far defttoyed by 
the imperious minifier, that the magiftrates did not dare to receive the letter from the 
duke of Orleans, nor to'prefent the manifefto of that prince to the king. Mary of 
Medicis did not expect they would venture farther for her : fhe rather wrote for the 
purpofe of rendering Richelieu more odious to the people, by the circulation of her let- 
ters and requefts, than in the hope of being permitted to inftitute a legal procefs againft 
him. We cannot but regard with abhorrence the ftrange effects of that arbitrary power 
which could prevent the juft complaints of a queen-dowager of France, and a preemp- 
tive heir to the crown, againft a prieft who opprefled them, from being heard. The 
parliament, whofe juftice they implored, far from being at liberty to make the fmalleft 
remonftrance in favour of the two firft perfons in the kingdom, were conftrained to re- 
gifter frefh declarations which attacked the honour and reputation of Mary and the duke 
of Orleans, merely to conceal the infamy of a minifter, whofe talents only ferved to 
render his vices more deteftable. 

There are ftrong grounds for believing that Richelieu wifhed to facilitate the means 
of Mary's cfcape from Compiegne ; fince he had removed her guards from the town, and 
diftributed them in the avenues in the vicinity, that fhe might not have them continu- 
ally before her eyes. Mary profited by this indulgence : in the night of the twenty- 
eighth of July fhe left Compiegne, attended only by La Manure, lieutenant of her 
guards, and took the road to Capelle, a frontier town in Picardy, where the fon 
©f the marquis de Vardes, who was governor of the place, had engaged to receive 

33 Le Vaffor, torn. vi. liv. xxx. p. 724, 725; 3f Hiftoire du MiniAere du Cardinal Richelieu, 1631.— 
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her ".The cardinal, apprizcdof her intentions, fent the old marquisto Capelle, who fecurel 
his fon, and ftiut the gates of the town againft the queen-mother. Nothing was more 
cafy, at that time, than to intercept her flight, if fuch had been the wifh of the minif- 
ter ; but the cardinal, who would derive greater advantage from her departure from the 
kingdom, than he could do from her confinement, was very glad to afford her a« 
opportunity for the commiflion of an error, which finally proved fatal to that princefs. 
Being refufed admifllon into Capelle, and not knowing any , place of retreat within the 
kingdom, where file could remain fecure from the infults of the inexorable Richelieu, 
fhe retired to Bruxelles, where fhe was received with all poflible honours. 

It was no difficult matter for the cardinal to make his mafter believe that the retreat 
of Mary of Medici s was the confequence of a premeditated fcheme, formed in conjunc- 
tion with the Spaniards, without which, he affirmed, fhe never would have ventured 
,to take refuge in their territories. The king was fo firmly convinced of the truth of 
this afTertion, that all his mother's proteftations to the contrary were difregarded ; and 
Richelieu, being the only perfon in whom Lewis confided, thenceforth became abfolute 
mafter of the government. 

In the month of Augufl, the king held a bed of juftice at rhe parliament, which 
was attended by the dukes of Montmorcnci, Ufez, Retz, Ventadour, Crequi, and 
Chevreufe ; marfechals Chatiilon, Saint-Luc, D'Etrees, and D'Effiat ; and by feveral 
others of the nobility. After the ufual ceremonies on fuch occafions, they -proceeded 
to the regiftration of a declaration, which condemned, as traitors and difturbers of the 
public peace, all perfons who had perfuaded the queen-mother and the duke of Orleans 
to leave the kingdom ; and all fuch as had accompanied, or fhould follow them, or ei- 
ther of them, were likewife declared guilty of treafon, and deprived of all their pofts, 
dignities, and employments : their fiefs holden of the crown were confifcated and re- 
annexed to the royal demefnes. In order to fhow that the minifter was determined to 
execute the declaration with the greateft rigour, and to profecute all the parties accuf- 
ed without any diftindlion, the property and the dower of the queen-mother were im- 
mediately feized, although fhe was not named in the declaration as one of thofe who 
were guilty of treafon. 

While Lewis thus difhonored his mother and brother, and deprived them of the 
means of fubfiftence, he continued to load the author of their difgrace with an accu- 
mulation of honours and rewards. His eftate at Richelieu was erected into a duchy, 

15 BerrurJ, Hiftoire de Louis XIII. liv. xv.— Vie du Cardinal de Richelieu, par Aubery, liv. iv. chap. ir_ 
Memoires pour fervir a THiftoire du mime.- Journal de Baffompiei i e, tora. ii._ Mercure Francois i6ji — 
Memorie recondite diVittorio Siri, torn. vii. p. 333, 334. ' 
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and thenceforth the haughty prieft was diftinguilhed by the appellation of the cardinal- 
duke. The king alfo bellowed on him the government of Brittany, vacant by the death 
of marefchal Themines. 

The party attached to the queen-molher and the duke of Orleans was neither for- 
midable from its numbers nor the extent of its refources. The feverity exercifed againft 
all who evinced a difpofition to efpoufe their caufe retrained many perfons from join- 
ing them, and Mary of Medicis was unable to raife money on her jewels, becaufe it 
was feared that the king would lay claim to them. The duke of Orleans, mtanwhile, 
who had always maintained a correfpondence with the duke of Lorraine, endeavoured 
to perfuade that prince to fupport his party, and he fo far prevailed as to induce him to 
levy troops for that purpofe. Richelieu eagerly embraced this opportunity to declare 
war againft him ; and marefchals La Force and Schomberg were fent with an army 
into Lorraine, with orders to take feveral towns in the bifhopricks of Metz, Toul, and 
Verdun, which, it was pretended, had been ufurped by the duke. The king and his 
minifter wiftied to accompany the troops in perfon, but they thought it neceffary firft 
to enforce the execution of the declarations againft the partifans of the queen-mother. 
They were afraid that if that matter were left to the decifion of the parliament the ma- 
giftrates would not difplay fufficient warmth in feconding the 'defigns of the minifter. 
For this reafon Richelieu eftablifhed a chamber of juftice, to proceed with rigour againft 
Mary of Medicis, the duke of Orleans, and their adherents. 

The parliament at firft refufed to verify the declaration concerning the eftablifhment 
of this new chamber, unlefs all the members were taken from among themfelves ; they 
afterwards relaxed in their demands, and only required that they ftiould have the ap- 
pointment of the fecretary and one other officer. But the cardinal, unwilling to afford 
an opportunity for abfolving, or deferring the condemnation of, thofe perfons whofe 
ruin he wiftied to effect, engaged the king to eftablifh the chamber in queftion, at the 
arfenal, by letters-patent, dated the twenty-third of September. It was compofed only 
of two councillors of ftate, fix mafters of requefts, and as many members of the grand 
council. The king afterwards eftablifhed another chamber, called the chamber of the 
domain, to follow the court and execute their commands. 

By this unufual and arbitrary proceeding the authority of the firft tribunal of the 
kingdom was virtually annihilated. In order to prevent the abufes which were expec- 
ted to refult from thefe meafures, the parliament convened all their members, and 
came to a refolution to prefent a remonftrance on the fubjecSt. to the king. In the 
mean time, the magiftrates iffued a prohibition to the new commifiioners to a£t in virtue 
of their commiflion, and ordered a rigid enforcement of their own fentences. They re- 
affembled on the tenth and twelfth of December ; and publifhul an arret confirmatory 
«*f the refolutions they had already adopted. The king was no fooner apprized of the 

Vol. IV. Q.q conduct 



306 HISTORY OF F/RANCE. [^31. 

conduct of the parliament, than he annulled their proceedings, by an arret of the coun- 
cil ; and ordered all the magiftrates, who had been concerned in the meafure, to appear 
in his prefence, before the expiration of a fortnight 3 *. 

During this time the king's troops had feized all the towns in Lorraine to which 
Lewis had any pretenfions. The duke, unable to refifr. fo powerful an enemy, repair- 
ed to Metz, where the king and his minifter then were, and experienced a reception 
apparently favourable. After fome negociation the terms of a treaty were fettled, and 
the treaty itfelf was ligned at Vic, on the fixth or" January following. The duke of 
Lorraine engaged to give up all correfpondence, leagues and affociations which he might 
have entered into with any prince or flate, to the prejudice of the king, and of the 
territories under his domination ; as alfo to expel from his dominions all the king's ene- 
mies, and all fuch of his fubjecls as had quitted the kingdom without his permiffion, 
and never, in future, to afford them any protection or retreat. 

Though Richelieu's attention had been principally directed to thofe internal fac- 
tions which threatened the deftruiSlion of his power, he had by no means neglected fo- 
reign affairs. By the intervention of the pope's nuncio and the Imperial and French 
ambaff.idors, an accommodation took place between the dukes of Mantua and Guaf- 
talla. A general treaty was alfo concluded, after much negociation, on the fixth of April 
( 163 1 ) at Quieras ; of which the following were the principal articles. 

44 That the duke of Nevers fhould be put in pofTeffion of the duchies of Mantua 
*' and Monferrat, immediately after the concluhon of the treaty, excepting only fuch 
44 places as were to be ceded to the duke of Savoy, who fhould enter on them as loon as 
M the duke of Nevers fliould have received his inveftiture from the emperor : that all 
** the foreign troops fhould begin to evacuate the duchy on the eighth of April, fo that 
44 on the twentieth of the fame month all the places which had been taken by the em- 
44 peror, the king of France, and the duke of Savoy, in the duchy of Mantua, the 
41 territory of Venice, Monferrat, Piedmont and Savoy, fhould be reftored to their 
44 refpeclive lords, except Mantua, Porto, Cmettro, Pignerol, Briqueras, Suza, and 
44 Avigliano; and that as foon as the emperor fhould have received intelligence of the 
44 completion of the treaty, he fhould grant the inveftiture of the two duchies to the duke 
44 of Mantua: that, immediately after, the baron Galeazzo fliould withdraw the garrifon 
44 from Mantua, and, on the fame day, marefchal Toiras fliould reftore Avigliano, Suza, 
44 Briqueras, and Pignerol to the duke of Savoy : and-, laftly, that all the towns and forts 
** in the Valteline fliould remain at the free difpolal of the Grifons, as before." 

3* Coatin. 4e Mezerai, torn. i. p. 366. 
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The peace of Italy was reftored by this treaty; but in a very fliort time it was dis- 
covered that the contracting parties had only been actuated by a defire of deceiving each 
other. Victor Amadeus had long evinced a difpofition to be reconciled to the French, 
who were in pofleflion of a confiderable part of his dominions ; and Mazarin, who was 
aware of this, had given him to underftand that, in order to engage the French in his 
interefl, and to fecure their confidence, it would be neceflary to give the king of France 
fome certain pledge of his good-will ; and he mentioned the ceffion of Pignerol as an 
act which would not fail to gain him the favour of Lewis, and to fecure him an ample 
compenfation. Richelieu was well-convinced of the advantage to be reaped by the 
crown from the pofleflion of this important port ; but the grand difficulty confifted in 
retaining it without breaking the peace of Italy; a difficulty which could only be re- 
moved by obtaining the confent of the duke of Savoy. As Richelieu had already a 
great efteem for Mazarin, and as he knew alfo that he had fome influence over the duke's 
mind, he entrufted him with this negotiation, which he conducted with infinite fkill, 
and foon brought to a fuccefsful termination. The duke of Savoy having agreed to 
leave Pignerol in pofleflion of the French, they ceded to him, in return, the diftrict 
of the Canafes, which was difmembercd from the duchy of Montferrat, by the treaty of 
Quieras. 

The Spaniards and Imperialifls were greatly aftonifhed when they 'difcovered the 
fecret of this negotiation ; but all their efforts and intrigues to fecure Pignerol for them- 
felves were rendered abortive by the vigilance of the French. The duke of Mantua, 
meantime, was reduced to fuch a diftreffed fituation, by the expences of the war which 
he was unable to fupport, that he was obliged to allow the French to throw a flrong 
■garrifon into the citadel of Cafal, led: it fhould be feized by the Spaniards, in revenge 
for the conduct of the French with regard to Pignerol. 

A. D. 1632.] In confequence of the treaty of Vic, Marfal was reftored to the 
lung, and the duke of Lorraine returned home with a full determination to break the 
treaty, which he had only figned through fear of lofing his dominions, on the firft fa- 
vourable opportunity. The duke of Orleans, immediately after his arrival at Nanci, 
had concluded his marriage with the princefs Margaret, filler to the duke, by the advice of 
Mary of Medicis, who now began to be fearful that the king would oblige his brother to 
efpoufe Maria di Gonzaga. By the treaty of Vic, however, it was ftipulated, that the duke 
of Orleans fhould be feparated from his wife, and retire into the Low Countries, where the 
archduchefs, lfabella, had offered him an afylum. He there fettled his plan of operations 
with the queen-mother, having previoufly received a promife of affiftance from the king 
of Spain; from the duke of Montmorenci, who was difcontented with the court; and 
from the duke of Lorraine, who promifed to make an irruption into France, as foon as 
Gallon fhould enter that country. Richelieu was unacquainted with the connection 
eftablifhed with the duke of Montmorenci; but in order to fruftrate the defigns of the 
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emperor and the king of Spain, the cardinal had fo far engaged the king of Sweden and 
the prince of Orange in his intereft, that the malecontents received but little afiiftance 
from the houfeof Auftria, fufficiently engaged in defending itfelf againflthe attacks of 
thofe illultrious warriours, in Germany and the Netherlands. Richelieu #lfo took pro- 
per meafures for preventing the duke of Lorraine from making his threatened incurfion 
into France. 

After Richelieu had wreaked his vengeance on the marefchal Marillac, who had been 
arretted for peculation, and was now condemned and executed in violation of all law and 
juftice, merely to gratify the revenge of a vindictive minifter, he placed the king at the 
head of his troops, who, having difplaced fuch officers as were fufpecled of attachment 
to Mary of Medicis, entered Lorraine with an army of five-and-twenty thoufand men, 
under the conduct of marcfchals La Force and D'Effiat. Lewis was fuccefsful in every 
encounter; Pont-a-Mouffon, Bar-le-Duc, and Saint Michel, opened their gates at his 
approach, and he extended his incurfions as far as Liverdun, in the vicinity of Nanci. 
The duke of Lorraine then fent envoys to the king, with offers of fubmiffion, which 
Richelieu was induced to accept, from his apprehenfions with regard to the motions of the 
dukes of Orleans and Montmorenci, and a treaty was accordingly figned on thctwenty- 
fixth of June. 

It was ftipulated, that the king fhould reftore to the duke the town and caftle of Bar? 
the town and caftle of Saint Michel ; Portt-a-Mouflbn ; and all the other places which 
he had taken from Charles fince his entrance into his territories: that the duke fhould 
fequeitrate in the hands of the king, for a term of four years, the towns and caftles of 
Stenai and Jametz, with all the artillery and ammunition contained therein, which, at 
the expiration of that term, fhould be reftored to Charles in the fame ftate : that the 
duke fhould, for a valuable confederation, cede to Lewis the town of Clermont in Ar- 
gonne, on which he had fome claims : that, within the fpace of a year, Charles fhould 
do homage to the king for the duchy of Bar: that the duke fhould religioufly fulfil the 
fiv^ firft articles of the treaty of Vic, of which the prefent treaty fhould be deemed a 
confirmation: that he fhould join his arms to the king's, affift his majefty in all the 
wars in which he might be engaged, and grant a free pafTage through his territories to 
the French troops whenever required fo to do. The cardinal of Lorraine, the duke's, 
brother, furrendeied himfelf as a hoftagc until the final execution of the treaty. Charles 
immediately delivered up the places he had agreed to cede ; and Lewis returned to Paris, 
where the movements of the duke of Orleans rendered Ins prefence neceflary. 

Gallon had recently publifhed a manifefto, in which he reprefented cardinal Richelieu, 
as a tyrant, an enemy to the king and royal family. He affumed the title of lieutenant- 
general to the king, for the purpofe of redreffing the abufes and checking the violence 
of Richelieu ; declaring that he bad only taken up arms that he might open the eyes 
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of his majefty, and prove to his conviclion how grofly he hail been deceived by his minif- 
ter. He then entered France by Baffigny, and threw himfelf into the province of Bur- 
gundy with about two thoufand men ; but the prefence of Noailles, the king's lieu- 
tenant in that diftridt, prevented him from committing any depredations. 

The king, immediately after his return to the capital, went to the parliament to pro- 
cure the verification of a declaration againft the malecontcnts. All fuch as fliould af- 
ford any kind of affiftance to his brother were declared rebels and traitors, and the magif- 
trates were ordered to proceed againft. them with the utmoft rigour of the law. A term 
of fix weeks was allowed to the duke of Orleans to return to his duty ; and, in the 
mean time, two feparate armies, under the command of marefchals La Force and Schom- 
berg, were fent againft him, from different quarters, for the purpofe of furrounrling him.. 
But as it was deemed dangerous for fubjecls to attack the prefumptive heir to the throne, 
without being authorized by the prefence of the king, Lewis took the refolution of re- 
pairing to the army himfelf. 

Not one of the provinces, through which the duke of Orleans paffed, would declare 
in his favour: the ftates of Languedoc alone, at the inftigation of the duke of Mont- 
morenci, efpoufed his caufe, placed themfelves under his protection, and engaged to fup- 
ply him with money for the payment of his troops. Gafton was to have received a fup- 
ply both of men and money from Spain ; but the former never arrived, and the latter 
was fo trifling as to afford him but very little affiftance. The court, too, having inter- 
cepted a confiderable fum, that was fent him from Paris, the duke's party found them- 
felves deftitute of every neceffary, and wholly unable to refift the royalifts. But as the- 
two armies had not yet effected a junction; as Schomberg, who had advanced to the vi- 
cinity of Caftelnaudari, had, as yet, only one thoufand foot, and twelve hundred horfe, 
with no artillery ; and as the duke had two thoufand infantry, three thoufand cavalry, 
a great number of volunteers, and three pieces of cannon, the duke of MontmorencL 
thought it advifeable to profit by this fuperiority, in order to attack the royal army. 

Having, accordingly, placed himfelf at the head of the van, while Monfieur led on, 
the main body, he advanced, with the counts of Moret, Rieux, and La Feuillade, to fup- 
port a detachment which he had fent to fecure an advantageous pofL The count of 
Moret was the firft who attacked the cavalry of the royalifts, which he threw into dif— 
order. The duke of Montmorenci, unwilling to fee another monopolize the honour of 
the day, quitted his port, galloped to the place of action, followed only by a fingle at- 
tendant, and, leaping over a ditch, rufhed into the thickeft of the fight, where, for- 
getting the duties of a general, he performed the functions of a private foldier. Some 
of the royal infantry, who had been hitherto concealed in the ditches, now ftarted up, 
and discharging their pieces, made a dreadful havock among the enemy. The counts o£ 
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Moret, Rieux, and Feuillade, with feveral other officers, were killed ; the duke of 
Montmorenci was feverely wounded, and his horfe being killed under hint, he fell, and 
was taken prifoner 37 . 

The capture of Montmorenci in a moment deftroyed all the hopes of the duke of Or : 
leans. As the party only found fubfiitence in Languedoc from the influence and autho- 
rity of the governor of the province, its ruin now appeared inevitable. The troops 
newly levied, difbanded, and the confternation became fo general, that the duke's gen- 
d'armes refufed to advance. Whole companies were feen flying different ways, with 
fuch precipitation, that had Schomberg only fent two hundred horfe after them, he might 
have taken the duke of Orleans, and all that were with him. But the inarefchal did 
not chufe to purfue the prefumptive heir to the crown; content with having the 
duke of Montmorenci in his power, he gave the duke of Orleans time to retire to 
Beziers, and to reflect on the expediency of concluding an accommodation with his 
brother. 

Gafton was fo much difcouraged at the defeat he had fuftained, that he immediate- 
ly difpatched Chaudebonne to the king, with the mod earneft proteftations of future fi- 
delity, and a rcqueft that he would accede to the following terms — " That Montmoren- 
** ci fhould be fet at liberty, and be reftored to the pofleffion of his polls and property : 
" that the dukes of Elbeuf and Bellegarde, and all the other nobles who had followed 
" Mary of Medicis and Gafton, fhould likewife be reftored to their governments and 
«' eflates: that his majefty fhould cede to the Juke of Orleans fome fortified town, 
" where he might refide in fafety, with a reafonable garrifon : that the king fhould re- 
" ftore to the duke of Lorraine the places which had been fequeftercd in his hands : that 
" the eftates and penfions of the queen-mother fhould be reftored to her, and that fhe 
" fhould be allowed to retire wherever fhe pleafed: that the king fhould give his bro- 
" ther a million of livres for the payment of the money he had borrowed: and that 
" Lewis, who was already at Pont-Saint-Efprit, fhould advance no farther with his 
" ai^ny." On thefe conditions, the duke offered to renounce all leagues and alliances 
whatever that were prejudicial to the king- 
Bullion, director-general of the finances, and the marquis des Foffez, governor of 
Montpellier, were fent to negociate with Gallon ; and, after confiderable difficulties 
on both fides had been ltarted and removed, a treaty was concluded and figned at Be- 
ziers, on the twenty-ninth of September, by which it was ftipulatcd, that Monficur 
fnould acknowledge his fault in writing, and requeft the king's forgivenefs j that he 
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fhould give the ftrongeft alTurances that he would never commit a fimilar fault in fu- 
ture, and abandon all kind of intrigues, as well in the kingdom as in the neighbour- 
ing ftates, and hold no farther commerce with the Spaniards, the duke of Lorraine, 
or the queen-mother, againft the will of his majefty : that he fhould refide in any place 
the king might pleafe to appoint, and there live like a good fubject and, a true brother : 
that the vacant polls in his houfhold, and part icular that of chancellor, fhould be hi led 
by perfons agreeable to the king: that Puylaurens (chancellor to the duke) under pain 
of forfeiting the pardon now granted him, lhould apprize his majefty of all the nego- 
ciations which had been carried on with foreign powers, againft the intcreft and 
welfare of the ftate, and the authority of his principal minilters : that the duke of 
Orleans fhould command all his fervants to reveal whatever they knew that was pre- 
judicial to the king, and that their difcoveries fhould be confirmed by an oath, if his 
majefty required it. Gafton, alfo engaged, by a fecret article, to ejlccm all the kings mi- 
nifters, and particularly cardinal Richelieu, whofe zeal and fidelity his royal highnefs 
profeffed to have ever admired. 

On thefe conditions, the latter of which fufficiently explains by whom the treaty was 
dictated, and is almoft equally difgraceful to the king and the duke, Gafton was re- 
ftored to the good graces of his brother. He was permitted to retire to Tours, or elfe to 
Champigni, a feat belonging to the ancient dukes of Montpenfier. The eftates of 
all his attendants were reftored, (except thofe of the duke of Bellegarde ; the prefi- 
dent le Coigneux ; and Monfigot) and^ they were allowed either to accompany him to 
the place of his retreat, or to follow him thither. Gafton then difmiffed his foreign troops, 
and pledged his plate to procure money for paying them. An interview between the 
two brothers was talked of; but it was deferred to another time. The duke of Orleans 
left Beziers on the firft o f October, and the king entered that city on the fame day 3S . 

The ftates of Languedoc had been transferred from Carciffonne to Beziers, and the 
king, anxious to beftow on them fome public cenfure, for their attachment to the duke 
of Montmorenci, refolved to prefide in perfon. The keeper of the feals, having exag- 
gerated the enormity of the rebellion, and exalted the goodnefs of the king, as fignalized 
in repeated exertions of clemency, the lecretary of ftate read a declaration, by which 
his majefty reftored the privileges of the province, and regulated the impofts to be levi- 
ed in future in Languedoc. After the diffolution of the ftates, the king fought to 
conciliate efteem by the diftribution of honours and rewards. Urbain de Mai lie, mar- 
quis of Breze, was made marefchal of France, in the room of the marquis D'Effiat, 
and was appointed governor of the town and citadel of Calais. La Force obtained the 
poft of grand-maftcr of. the wardrobe : and marefchal Schomberg — who died a few 
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months after his preferment — was declared fucceflbr to the duke of Montmorenci, in the 
government of Languedoc. 

It has been pretended that Montmorenci, when taken, had, on his arm, a rich brace- 
let, fet with diamonds, and containing a portrait of Anne of Auftria 39 . Pompone de 
Bellicvre, afterwards firft prefident of the parliament of Paris, but then intendant of 
the army under marefchal Schomberg, having perceived it, moved by his friendmip 
for the duke, determined, if pofiible, to avert the ill-confequences which he expected 
to refult from fuch a difcovery. With this view, he approached the bed where Mont- 
morenci lay under pretence of examining him, preparatory to the inftitution of a judi- 
cial procefs, and difengaged the portrait from the bracelet. But notwithftanding the 
caution he exerted on this occafion, he could not complete his purpofe, without being 
obferved by one of Richelieu's fpies, who informed his mafter of the circumftance. 
The cardinal did not fail to mention it to the king, with all the additions that were 
neceflary to inflame the refentment of the monarch ; whofe jealoufy, being thus revived, 
rendered him inflexible to all the entreaties that were urged in favour of Montmorenci. 

Richelieu had taken fuch pains to perfuade the king that it was neceflary to make 
an example of the duke, that his fate became inevitable. He engaged that weak prince 
to appoint the parliament of Touloufe for his judges, although his offence came pro- 
perly within the cognizance of the parliament of Paris. Chateauneuf, who had been 
page to the conftable Montmorenci, father to the prifoner, and fix mafters of requefts, 
accordingly, repaired to that city, (whither the court went from Beziers) in order to 
prcfide at the trial. As Montmorenci had been taken in arms, the trial was fhort, 
and he was declared guilty of treafon, and fentenced to die the death of a traitor. As 
foon as his fentence was pronounced, the king fcnt the count de Charlus to alk him for 
the infignia of the order of the holy ghoft, and the marefchal's ftafl", which the duke 
immediately furrendered : Charlus, on his return from the prifon, found the king play- 
ing at chefs with Liancourt ; and, after delivering a meffage from Montmorenci ex- 
preflive of his remorfe for having offended his majefty, he threw himfelf at his feet, 
and4>urfting into tears, mod earneftly implored Ins mercy. All who were prefent at 
the time imitated the example of Charlus, and the king had the mortification to fee, 
that the rigour he difplayed on this occafion was highly difapproved by every perfon, 
except Richelieu and his dependants. He told the count that the duke had nothing to 
expedV. but the death he deferved; and the only favour he could be prevailed on to 
grant was, that the place of execution fhould be changed, and his eftates not be 
confifcated. Montmorenci fuffered decapitation on the fame day that his fentence was 
proYiounced. 

3* Coiuin. <le Mezerai, torn. i. p. 3?j. 
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Lewis, on his return to Paris, received a letter from the duke of Orleans, written 
from Montereau-faut-Yonne, on the twelfth of November : it was a kind of manifefto 
declaratory of Gallon's refolution to quit the kingdom a fecond time. Having received 
information, at Tours, of the death of the duke of Montmorenci, he thought his ho- 
nour would not permit him to remain in France, and conceived himfelf lawfully dif- 
charged from all the obligations he had contracted by the treaty of Beziers. Before 
the conclufion of that treaty he had protefted to the king's commiflioners, that if, not- 
withstanding the pofitive affurances of his majefty, any act of violence fhould be exer- 
cifed on Montmorenci, he fhould confider it as a violation of the treaty, and would 
not obferve any of its conditions. He had only fubmitted fo implicitly to the will of 
the king in the hope of faving the life of a nobleman whom he highly refpected, and to 
whom he was under particular obligations. Such were the oftenfible motives of Gal- 
ton's departure from the kingdom ; the real caufe of which was his marriage with the 
princefs Margaret of Lorraine, which he knew Lewis would never pardon. His ma- 
jefty anfwered his brother's letter, on the twenty-fifth of the fame month ; and the 
duke of Orleans retired into the Low-Countries, where he met with a moft cordial re- 
ception from the Infanta Ifabella. 

A. D. 1633.] The queen-mother, under a pretence of changing the air, had left 
Bruxelles and repaired to Ghent the day before her fon's arrival in the Low-Countries, 
being difcontented with Gafton for having abandoned her interefis in the treaty of 
Beziers. The duke followed her, but all his entreaties were infufficient to prevail on 
her to return to Bruxelles; and all his endeavours to juftify his own conduct, on the 
plea of neceflity, proved fruitlefs and vain. Cardinal Richelieu artfully availed him- 
felf of this coolnefs between the mother and fon, to promote the ruin of them both. 

The death of the gallant Guflavus, king of Sweden, who expired in the moment of vic- 
tory at the battle of Lutzen, had a fenfible effect on the affairs of Europe. The cardinal, 
at an extraordinary council, affembled on the occafion, reprefented that the firft ob- 
ject, at this conjuncture, was to amafs money at any rate, fo as to promote the con- 
tinuation of the war in Germany and the Netherlands, without, however, declaring 
againft the houfe of Auftria, and on condition that the princes who fhould thus be fup- 
plied with money fhould neither conclude a peace, nor truce, without the confent of 
France: but that fhould it be found impoflible to carry on the war, the French ought 
certainly in that cafe to become a party in the general accommodation : that it was even 
worthy of confideration whether the king ought not rather to come to an open rupture 
with the houfe of Auftria, and join the Profeftants of Germany and the ftates-general 
of the United-Provinces, than to fubject himfelf to the danger of having a peace or 
truce concluded without being comprized in it himfelf: that if a peace were concluded 
in Germany, or a truce in the Nethci lands, France would have to fuftain, alone and 
unfupported, a defenfive war that would inevitably be carried into the heart of the 
Vol. IV. K r kingdom, 
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kingdom, and in which the party of Monfieur and the queen-mother would become as 
powerful as it was then feeble : that, on the other hand, if Lewis fhould begin the war, 
every body would believe that it had been undertaken without neceflity, and with a view 
to favour the enemies of the Catholic faith : that, therefore, if it fhould be deemed expe- 
dient to form an alliance with the Proteftants of Germany, it muft only be on the fol- 
lowing conditions ; — that they fhould maintain the Catholic religion wherever it was 
then efhblifheJ j that they fliould fequeftrate in the hands of his majerty all the places 
they held on the French fide of the Rhine, together with the principal towns of the 
Palatinate, and all the towns and forts in their pofTeflion in Alface and the biftioprick of 
Strafburgh; that they fliould aflift Lewis in the reduction of Philipfbourg and Briflac, 
and bind themfelves not to fign any treaty or truce without his confent : — that the fame 
terms fhould be exacted from the flates-general ; with regard to the maintenance of the 
Catholic religion in the conquered towns ; and that they fliould be farther required to 
cede all the maritime towns that might be reduced by the combined forces to France + °. 

The advantages to be derived from this line of conduct Richelieu maintained to be 
thefe: — that without drawing the fword, the king would extend the limits of his do- 
minions to the banks of the Rhine: that, by the means of thofe towns, for the fuiren- 
der of which he would ftipulate, he would (ecure an entrance into the territory of Straf- 
burgh, into Franche-Comte and the duchy of Luxemburgh ; and that he would fo con- 
fine the duke of Lorraine on all fides, that he would, in future, be unable to under- 
take any thing prejudicial to his interelt. The cardinal admitted the ncceffity of keep- 
ing a greater army in pay than before, but, he obferved, that the confifcated dower of 
the queen-mother, and the appanage of the duke of Orleans, would more than fuffice to 
difcharge the additional expence thereby to be incurred. 

The advice of Richelieu, who, at this period, appears to have been abfolute mailer 
of the kingdom, was unanimoufly adopted by th^ council ; and ambafTadors extraordi- 
nary were accordingly difpatched to the different courts, in order to enforce the execu- 
tion^of his plan. But previous to the commencement of his operations, he was par- 
ticularly anxious to draw the duke of Orleans and his mother from the Spanifh domi- 
nions, convinced that, during a war, they might efTcntially ferve the enemy, by excit- 
ing fome commotions in the kingdom ; and in the event of a general peace, the emperor 
and the king of Spain would have an undoubted right to ftipulate favourable terms 
for the illuftrious fugitives who had placed themfelves under their protection, fince 
Lewis himfelf would infift on becoming a party in every treaty, though not openly at 

4* Contin. dc Mczerai, torn. i. p. 387, 388^-Le Vaflbr, torn. vii. p. 435, 436, 437. 
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war with the houfe of Auftria. All his efforts, however, for inducing them to with- 
draw themfatyes froin the only afylum in which they could remain with lecurity, prov- 
ed abortive; and his difappointmcnt was fufficiently evinced by his fevere treatment of 
the friends and adherents of Mary and her fon, whom he perlecutcd with unrelenting 
cruelty, facrificing honour, equity and juftice, to the gratification of his revenge. 

Complaints were now preferred againft the duke of Lorraine, who, it was pretended, 
had been guilty of repeated infractions of the treaty of Liverdun. It wasfaid, that the 
duke levied troops, which he immediately difbanded on the frontiers, that they might 
enter into the fervice of the emperor or the king of Spain. Lewis lent Guron to re- 
proach him with his conduct, and to demand fatisfacYion • but the duke having avoided 
an interview with the French envoy, was treated, by the kings as a rebel, and his duchy 
of Bar was confiscated to the crown, by an arret of the thirtieth of July. 

The opportunity for reducing the duchy of Lorraine was too tempting to be fuffered 
to efcape ; and Richelieu, ever intent on the aggrandizement of the kingdom, at once 
flattering to his ambition, and confonant to his intereft, eagerly perfuaded the king to 
feize it. The fupplications of the duke for averting the threatened invafion were dif- 
regarded; the French army advanced with rapidity, unchecked by oppofition, and, on 
the twenty-eighth of Auguft, hoifted their triumphant banners on the walls of Pont-a- 
Mouffon. Thither repaired the cardinal of Lorraine, brother to the duke, who of- 
fered to furrender to Lewis the towns of Saverne, Dachftein, and la Mothe, together 
with the perfon of the princefs Margaret, confort to the duke of Orleans. The king, 
accepted, with alacrity, the offer of the princefs. But, inftead of the places mentioned 
by the cardinal, he required the ceflion of Nanci, the capital of Lorraine. Convinced, 
by this requeft, that the deftrucTion of their houfe was the object of Lewis, the duke of 
Lorraine and his brother immediately fent their filter to Thionville, a town belonging 
to the Spaniards. 

Lewis expreffed the greatefr. difpleafure, on the reception of this intelligence, and if- 
fued orders for immediately befieging Nanci in form. Unprepared for refiftance, and on 
the point of lofing a place on which the prefervation of his dominions depended, the duke 
was confirained to fue for peace, and to accede to fuch terms as his enemy chofe to impofe. 
On the fixth of September a treaty was figned, by which he engaged, within the fpace 
of three days, to furrender his capital to the king, who might place in it fuch a garrifon 
as he fhould think expedient, and retain poffeffion of it, until the duke's good con- 
duct, or the peace of Germany, fhould convince his majefty that he had nothing to fear 
from him. He farther confentedthat the marriage of the princefs Margaret fhould be declar- 
ed null ; and that, within a fortnight, fhe fhould be furrendered to the king, who confent- 
edthat fhe fhould remain at Nanci, in order to facilitate the inveftigation of that af- 
fair. After the ratification of the treaty, Lewis returned to Paris. The queen-mo« 
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ther and the duke of Orleans himfclf made fome overtures, towards the end of this year, 
for an accommodation with the king, but the extreme arrogance, and revengeful fpirit 
of the cardinal, who infixed on the lacrilice of all whofe fervices to Mary and her fort 
had rendered them odious to him, pi evented a reconciliation from taking place. 

A. D. 1634.] The duke of Lorraine having neglected to comply with the ftipula- 
tions of the lait treaty, by delivering up his lifter to the king of France, it was refolved 
by Lewis and his minifter to proceed to a formal declaration of the nullity of the mar- 
riage of Gallon with the princefs Margaret, on the ridiculous plea that the duke of Lor- 
raine had carried off the duke of Orleans. The parliament required time for reflec- 
tion, on a matter which to them appeared of the utmoft importance, but the arbitrary 
principles of Richelieu could ill brook oppofition or delay, and the prefence of the 
king, whofe mandate by this time was law, removing every obftacle, the necelTary 
edict was pronounced and regiitered on the eighteenth of April **. 

The duke of Lorraine, meanwhile, that he might be at liberty to adt againff. a mo- 
narch, who had injured him fo eflentially, without rifking the lofs of the fmall terri- 
tory that remained in his pofleffion, had refigned, on the nineteenth of January, aTI 
his dominions to his brother, Nicholas Francis, cardinal of Lorraine : after which he 
lenred into Germany with eight hundred horfe and two thoufand foot, and joined the 
Imperial armv. 

1 he firft thing required of the new duke, by the court of France, without,, 
however, either approving or dilapproving the abdication of his brother,- was a declara- 
tion ot the invalidity of his filter's marriage: it was likewife infifted that he fhould de- 
liver up all deeds relating to that tranfaclion ; name the prieft who had performed the 
ceremony, and the perfons who had been prefent at the fame. The mrniders delivered 
to ContrilTin, the duke's envoy, a lift of all the articles to which they required an an- 
Iwer, but Richelieu was extremely enraged on receiving information, that the duke, 
alter examining all the notaries in Nanci, had neither been able to difcover any mi- 
nates of the contract of marriage ; nor the difpenfation which had been granted with 
regard to the publication of the banns; that the names of the witneffes were not known, 
and that the monk who performed the ceremony had fince left the country. Riche- 
lieu obferved, on the occafion, that the duke of Lorraine wifhed to follow the example 
of his brother ; that though hitherto his friend he would thenceforth prove himfelf his 
greatcft enemy ; and that as to the marriage, the king would foon convince him of the 
extent of his power. 

4i Mercure Francis, 1634.— Memorie recondite di Vittono Siri, torn. vii. p. 108, 109.— Le Vaffor, torn, vii. 
liv. xxxvi. p. 114. 
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Richelieu's refentment againff. the duke was farther cncreafcd, when he learned, 
that, inftead of marrying his niece as he had expefted, he had efpoufed his coufin, 
Claude of Lorraine, fitter to his brother's wife. Francis had been induced to accelerate 
the conclufion of his marriage, through fear that marefclial de la Force, who was in 
the neighbourhood with the French army, would feize the two princeffes, and convey 
them into France, that Lewis might avail himfelf of the claims which it was pretend- 
ed they had on the duchy of Lorraine, to the exclufion of the princes of that houfe. 
In fa£t, the marefclial was no fooner apprized of the marriage, than he inverted Lune- 
ville, feized the whole party, and carried them to Nanci. 

Duke Francis immediately difpatehed an envoy to the court of France, to com* 
plain of the violence offered to his perfon, to require that he and the princeffes might 
be immediately fet at liberty ; and to exprefs his willingnefs to fulfil and confirm all the 
treaties which his brother had concluded with Lewis. But, far from complying with 
thefe reafonable requefts, he was told that, as he had betrayed the fame difpofition as- 
his brother, the king found himfelf obliged, in his own defence, to feize the reft of his" 
dominions. 

Meanwhile marefchal de la Force laid fiege to Le Mothe, the only place of ftrength, 
except Biche, of which the duke of Lorraine ftill retained poffcflion. Duke Charles, 
who was in Alface with the imperial army, marched to its relief with a conliderable 
body of troops ; but having been intercepted and defeated by the Rhingrave Otho, who 
commanded the Swedifh army, it was with difficulty he could effect his efcape, with the 
fcattered remnant of his troops, into Franche-Comte. 

As cardinal Richelieu continued to prefs the conclufion of the procefs he had cauf- 
ed to be inftituted againft Charles of Lorraine, duke Francis and his confort, they 
deemed it prudent to quit the country ; and, watching an opportunity of efcaping from 
Nanci, they fled to Befancon, and from thence to Florence. It was then that Riche- 
lieu firft mentioned his project of re-annexing the duchy of Lorraine to the crown, 
under pretext that having been formerly a fief holden of the counts of Champagne, 
whofe territories had long been in poffeflion of the kings of France, it ought, of courfe, 
to follow the country. 

X:< ■ # 

Lewis, vexed at the evafion.of the princefs Claude, whom he wifhed to feparate from 
her hufband, earneftly folicited the duchefs Nicole, confort to Charles (who had re- 
mained at Nanci) to repair to France. She accordingly arrived in the month of April, 
and was received with great diftindYion at Fontainebleau, where the court then refided.' 
Fearful, however, that, fhe might be betrayed into fome engagement hoftile to the in- 
terefts of her houfe, fhe had, previous to her departure from Nanci, entered up a for- 
mal proteft, in which fhe declared, that, unable to refufe obedience to the orders of the 
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king, who cnjoineil her to repair to Paris, any thing /he might tliere do contrary to 
the interefts of the houfe of Lorraine fhould be deemed null and invalid, as having been 
extorted from her again d her will. 

The duke of Lorraine, meantime, having publiflied an edict in his dominions, for- 
bidding his fubjects to obey the French, whom he reprefented as ufurpers and tyrants, 
the king ordered the parliament of Paris to proceed againft him : Charles was accord- 
ingly fummoned to appear before the court. During thefe tranfadtions the marefchal 
de la Force reduced the cafile of Biche, and the town of La Mothe, which capitulated 
on the twenty-eighth of July. The parliament then proceeding to confifcate the 
duchy of Bar, the cardinal ordered the arret to be executed with the utmoft rigour. He 
eitabli/hed a chamber of jufticeat Nanci, which adjudged to the king a number of places 
in Lorraine, which, they pretended, had been alienated from the territory of the three 
biftiopricks. He alfo cauled the reft of the country to be feized in order to defray the 
expences of the war ; and compelled the clergy, nobility, and people to take an oath 
of fidelity to the king of France. The minifler talked of Lorraine as a part of the 
kingdom, which had been formerly detached from the reft by ufurpation and violence, 
and which therefore it was juft to re-annex to the crown: and, in order to deprive the 
inhabitants of all opportunity of revolt the greater part of the fortified towns in that 
duchy were difmantled. 

During thefe tranfacTions, Mary of Medicis, difgufted with the conduct of the duke 
of Orleans, and mortified at the inattention of the marquis D'Aytoure, governor of 
the Low- Countries, determined to court an accommodation with her fon, and even 
with his minifter. For this purpofe fhe refolved to difpatch Rebours de Laleu to Paris, 
with three letters, one for the king, a fecond for the cardinal, and the third for Bou- 
thillier, fecretary of ftate. They all contained aflurances of her difpofition to do what- 
ever the king fhould require of her, and particularly to be reconciled to the cardinal, 
in order to obtain permiflion to return to court. Nothing could be more fubmiffive 
than the queen-mother's letter to the cardinal, nor better calculated to make an im- 
preflion on him, had he been fufceptible of feeling, honour, or gratitude. The fol- 
lowing is a fpecimen of the ftyle in which the widow of Henry the Great condefcend- 
ed to addrefs an ungrateful and implacable domeftic :— " Coufin, the Sieur Bouthillier 
" having informed me from you that my difpleafure affe&ed you moft fenfibly, and 
" that, regretting to fee me fo long deprived of the honour of vifiting the king, it 
" would give you the greateft fatisfadion to employ your power for procuring 'me 
" that happinefs, I thought it neceffary to teftify to you, by means of the Sieur Laleu, 
" whom I have fent to the king, the pleafure I derive from thefe expreffions of your 
" good will towards me. Place your confidence in him, and believe me, coufin, 
41 molt truly your's, &c." 

Laleu, 
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Laleu was charged to tell the king, that the Sieurs Villiers and Jaccjuclot, having in- 
formed the queen-mother that his mnjefty could not he perfuaded that fhe loved him 
unlefs /he alfo loved the cardinal, he had orders to affure his majefty that that princefs 
would, from refpect for the king her fon, love the cardinal, and difmifs from her mind all 
refentment for his paft conduct towards her. Mary of Medicis only addreffed herfelf 
to the king, from a regard to decency ; it was before the minifter that lhe humbled her- 
felf ; it was he whom fhe regarded as the abfolute mafter of every thing, as the fovereign 
arbiter of her peace and happinefs. 

The conducl of Richelieu, on this occafion, betrayed a total want of that humanity 
of foul, that meeknefs of fpirit, that forgivenefs and forbearance, which invariably mark 
the true chriftian. Pride, arrogance, and revenge mull excite deteftation wherever 
they are found ; but when fuffered to difgrace the character of a minifter of religion they 
become doubly odious, extort a double portion of abhorrence, and roufe thofe flrong 
fentiments of difguft, which time, far from effacing, only tends to ltrengthen and per- 
petuate. The difficulties which Laleu experienced in procuring an audience of the 
king, gave him juft grounds for believing that the cardinal would prevent the accom- 
modation from taking place. A council was called, at which, at the inftigation of the 
minifter, it was refolved to require, as an indifpenfable preliminary, that the queen- 
mother fhould deliver up three of her domeftics, Father Chanteloube ; the Abbot of 
Saint-Germain; and the vifcount Fabroni, a Florentine. When Richelieu had fuf- 
ficientiy perfuaded the king to adhere to this refolution, Laleu was fent for to Ruel, 
where he was much furprized at finding no one but the cardinal : Richelieu, however, 
treated him with great honour, obferving that the refpe£l he entertained for the perfon 
who fent him would induce him to fhew him every mark of attention. But his an- 
fwer to the felicitations of Laleu fufficiently betrayed the fource whence this compli- 
ment flowed. In vain did Mary of Medicis renew her proteftations in the moft hum- 
ble terms, in vain did fhe offer to fend her confeffor to court to convince the king of 
the fincerity of her profeffions ; fhe was told that her propofals could not be liflened to 
unlefs fhe would pledge her word to deliver up the three per Cons whom the king had 
demanded of her. Laleu was compelled to return to the Low-Countries with this dif- 
couraging news, which deprived the queen-mother of all hopes of again feeing her fon. 

Puylaurens beheld with fecret fatisfacYion the inutility of Mary's fubmiffion, which 
gave him the greater pleafure as he hoped to fuccecd in the private accommodation of 
his mafter, whom the king and his minifter moft earntftly wifhed to recall. They 
caufed the moft pompous promifes to he made to Monfieur and his favourite, in order to 
draw them to France; but Gafton raifed a new ohftacle to his reconciliation by pro- 
curing a folemn ratification of his marriage, in the Netherlands. To this he was in- 
duced by a report that was fpread, that the cardinal, difappointed in his hopes of marry- 
ing his niece to duke Francis] of Lorraine, was only anxious to obtain the diffolu- 
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-tion of the marriage of the duke of Orleans, in order to reduce that prince to the necef- 
fity of efpoullng la Combalet. But the princefs of Phalfbourg took care to prevent a 
meafure fo highly prejudicial to the honour of her fifter Margaret. She engaged the 
duke of Orleans to confult the univerfity of Louvain on the validity of his marriage ; 
which being eflablifhed, he had it confirmed by the archbifhop of Malines, in the pre- 
sence of feven witnefles. 

Richelieu, however, having intercepted Gafton's ratification of a treaty with Spain, 
became fearful that the connections of that prince with the enemies of the kingdom 
might foon become fo clofe as not to be eafily diflblved. This circumftance induced 
him to overlook fome obftacles to a reconciliation which, at another time, he would, 
probably have deemed infurmountable, and a formal negociation was opened. The 
chief difficulty that retarded its conclufion confifted in the difpofal of Madame, whom 
the king wifhed his brother to deliver into his hands: he alio required that Gallon, 
fhould confent to fubmit the validity of his marriage to the decifion of commiflioners 
to be appointed by the pope : requifitions which decency fhould have forbidden to urge, 
and honour, to grant. When Gafton's refufal was delivered in to the council, Riche- 
lieu made the following ftrange obfervation — " I fee only two modes of preferving the 
" king from the evil defigns of Monfieur; one depends on the bleffing of Heaven, and 
■*« the other on the prudence of his majefty. The firft is the birth of a dauphin, which, 
« by depriving Monfieur of the hopes of fucceeding to the throne, will make him lofe 
" the defire of feeing it foon vacant. The fecond expedient confifts in a clofe con- 
" neclion between thofe perfons on whofe fidelity the king can rely 4 V 

Though the negociation was fufpended for a time, an incident foon occurred 
which accelerated its conclufion. This was an attempt made upon the perfon of Puv- 
laurens, who was attacked and wounded by fome perfons unknown, as he wasafcending 
the fteps of the palace at Bruxellcs. The duke of Orleans made a great noife on the 
occafion, as heaf'cribed the attempt to the duke of Elbeuf, or fome of the attendants of 
ll+c queen-mother. Others were of opinion, that the Spaniards, apprized of the negociation 
carrying on between Puylaurcns and Richelieu, on the fubject of Monfieur's return, 
wifhed to put a flop to it by the affaffination of the perfon who had firft fet it on foot. 
Puylautens, alarmed at the attempt, no longer thought his life in fafety at Bruxelles, 
and therefore uiged the duke of Orleans to conclude his accommodation with the king. 
That prince co.ift.nted to do whatever his favourite required, who, on his part, paid no 
regard to the honour of his mailer. The treaty was accordingly concluded, and figned 
by the king at Efcouari, on the firft of October. 



* l Contin. dc Meierai, torn. i. p. 410, 41 1. 
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The principal articles were thcfe — that, in the affair of the duke's marriage, both 
Lewis and Gafton fhould fubmit to the ufual mode of decifion in fimilar cafes, the king 
permitting his brother to fatisfy his confcience on the fuhject in the ufual way: that, 
in cafe the marriage fhould be diffolved, Monfieur promifed the king not to many with- 
out his confent, as the king, on his part, engaged to impofe no reftraint on his brother, 
in that particular : that, wherever the duke fhould, with the king's periniffion, efta- 
blifh his refidence, he promifed to live as a true brother and a faithful fubjecl, and to 
maintain no correfpondence, offenfive to his majefty : that the king fhould grant an 
amnefty for him and his domeftics, excepting Vieuville, Cogneux, Monfigot, Vieuxpont 
and fome others: that all the eftates, appannages, and penfions of Monfieur fhould be 
reftored ; and that the king fhould give him, immediately after his return, four hundred 
thoufand livres for the payment of his debts at Bruxelles and elfevvhere, and one hun- 
dred thoufand crowns for the re-eftablifhment of his houfhold : it was alfo ftipulated that 
Lewis fhould give his brother the government of Auvergne in lieu of that of the Or- 
leanois and the Blefois. 

Thefe terms were granted to Monfieur, on the exprefs condition that he fhould de- 
clare his acceptance of them in a fortnight, and return to France before the expiration 
of three weeks. The government of the Bourbonnois was given to Puylaurens, with 
a promife of the dignity of a duke and peer, and the hand of a near relation of Richelieu's, 
who agreed to marry him eight days after his return 4 *. 

The duke of Orleans and his favoarite, almoft equally rejoiced at the conclufion of 
a treaty which they deemed advantageous to themfelves, immediately began to devife 
proper meafures for effecting their efcape from the Netherlands, where they expected to 
be flopped by the Spaniards. They watched their opportunity when the mai juis 
D'Aytone was abfent from Bruxelles, and left that city, on the morning of the eighth 
of October, under pretence of taking the amufement of the chafe. Monfieur did not 
take leave of a fingle friend, not even of his wife, whom he afterwards recommended, 
by letter, to the care of Mary of Medicis. He proceeded with the utmoft expedition to 
Capelle, and, from thence, to Saint- Germain en-Laye, where he was gracioufly re- 
ceived by the king. 

Soon after the return of Monfieur, Richelieu, anxious to procure the diffolution of 
his marriage, fent feveral ecclefiaftics to excite religious fcruples in his mind ; but the 
officious priefts met with the repulfe they merited ; and Gafton, though generally waver- 
ing, inconflant, and indecifive, evinced, on this occafion, a laudable firmnefs. " The 

43 Memoires Anonimes Cur les Affaires du Due d'Orleans. — Memoiret de Montrefor. — Memoire* poar ferYir 
i l'Hiftoire du Cardinal de Richelieu. — Memorie recondite di Vittorio Siri, torn. viii. p. 101, 102, 160. 
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" pretended nullity of my marriage"— -faid the prince — " is founded on a fentence of 
«f the parliament, which declares that the princes of the houfe of Lorraine feduced and 
M compelled me to efpoufe their fitter, the princefs Margaret. If that declaration be 
" falfe, my marriage is valid and lawful. Now I declare to you that thofe gentlemen 
" intended that their filler fhould take the veil, and they only gave her to me becaufe 
" they could not refill my urgent and repeated lolicitations, influenced by the high 
" efleem I entertained for her merit and virtue. If then any feduction and violence 
«* were employed, it mull have been on my fide. If the king abfolutely command me 
" to live leparated from my lawful wife, I will obey his majefly ; but I never will take 
" another fo long as fhe lives, nor will I ever confent to the diffblution of a marriage 
" which I have lawfully contracted." 

To avoid the perfecutions of the court on this fubjedt, Gallon retired with his fa- 
vourite to Blois ; where he foon found reafon to complain of Richelieu's neglect to 
fulfil the promifes he had made to Puylaurens. The minifter, fearful of exciting fome 
frefh commotions, informed his royal highnels that Puylaurens might repair to Paris 
whenever he chofe for the purpofe of celebrating his marriage with the fecond daughter 
of the baron of Pont-Chateau. The duke of Valette was to marry the eldeft filler 
the fame day ; and the count of Guiche, fon to the count of Grammont, was alfo to ef- 
poufe Mademoifelle du Pleffis-Chivrai, another relation of the cardinal's. The duke 
of Orleans accompanied his favourite to the capital, and Richelieu conducted them both 
to Saint-Germain, that the affair might be finifhed in the prefence of the king. The 
three contracts of marriage were figned, and the ceremony of the betrothal performed at 
the Louvre on the twenty-fixth of November : the next day, the king's declaration, in 
favour of Puylaurens and others who had followed the duke of Orleans into the Ne- 
therlands, was regillered in the parliament of Paris ; and the nuptials were celebrated, on 
the twenty-eighth, with great pomp, at the Arfenal. The lordfhip of Aiguillon, pur- 
chafed, for fix hundred thoufand livrcs, of Maria di Gonzaga, who inherited it in right 
of her mother, from the late duke of Mayenne, was erecled into a duchy, under the 
grle of Puylaurens, and given to the favourite of Gallon. On the feventh of Decem- 
ber the hew duke took his feat in the parliament, and Monfieur returned to Blois fome- 
what lefs difcontented than before. 

A. D. 1635.] The commencement of this year was diftinguifhed by an eflablifli- 
ment that will render the memory of Richelieu, as a friend to the cultivation of fcience, 
refpected, long after his political talents, and his private vices, /hall have been con- 
figned to oblivion. This was the cftablifhment of the French Jcademy, by an e/lict 
which the cardinal obtained from the king in favour of certain literary men, who had, 
for fome time, aflembled in private, actuated by a laudable defire of purifying and per- 
fecting the French language ; which has, by the fuccefs attending this inilitution, be- 
came 
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come an object of ftudy to all the European nations, and been rendered almoft as uni- 
verfal as the Latin language was in the time of Auguftus. 

But while the cardinal enlarged the fphere of his renown, by the encouragement of 
fcientific purfuits, and extended the bounds of his authority by the deftruclion of his do- 
meflic enemies, he was alarmed by the progrefs of the foreign foes of France, and the 
returning profperity of the houfe of Auftria. At Nordlingen the victories of Guftavus 
had been effaced by the total defeat of the Swedes; and the Imperialists beheld twenty 
thoufand of their adverfaries lifelefs on the field. The policy of Richelieu revived 
their fainting courage with liberal and conflant pecuniary fupplies ; but, at the fame 
time, he had ftipulated for the immediate pofTefTion of Philipfburgh and Spires, in Ger- 
many ; and the ceffion of Alface, on the frontiers of Lorraine, as foon as he ftiould de- 
clare war againft Spain. 

Lewis had hitherto been allowed to reap the advantages of war without fubjedting 
his country to any of its calamities; but the fituation of his allies gave the French no far- 
ther pretext for delay, and every thing feemed to indicate the approach of an open rup- 
ture with the houfe of Auftria. After the reduction of Philipfburgh by the forces of 
the emperor, the cardinal concluded a treaty with the United-Provinces of Holland 4 *. 
On the intelligence of this hoftile negotiation, the court of Spain determined, by ac- 
tivity and vigour, to anticipate the defigns of her enemies, and all her operations were 
infpirited by the perfonal enmity which the Conde duke of Olivarez bore to the French 
minifter. The Spaniards attacked with vigour and fuccefs the country of Treves, fur- 
prized the capital, and feized the elector, who had acceded to the league with France. 
This bold and fuccefsful tnterprize was refentcd by an open declaration of war, on the 
part of Lewis. The marefchals Chatillon and Breze received orders to march to the 
fupport of the prince of Orange, then in the neighbourhood of Maeflricht ; on their 
road, they encountered the forces of Spain, commanded by prince Thomas of Savoy, 
and drove them from their fortified camp at Avein, after killing fifteen hundred, mak- 
ing three thoufand prifoner, and taking all their baggage and artillery. Animated by 
fuccefs, and joined by the prince of Orange, they forced open the gates of Tirlemont, 
and inverted Louvain ; but the diflentions of the commanders compelled them to aban- 
don this enterprize with difgrace ; and an army which threatened to fubvert the au- 
thority of Philip throughout Flanders, was walled in vain attempts, or confumed by 
ficknefs or fatigue. 

Richelieu, meanwhile, had detached from the court of Spain the dukes of Savoy 
and Parma; and marefchal Crequi was inftrudted, in concert with thofe princes, to af- 

44 Vie du Cardinal de Richelieu, par Aubery,liv. v. chap. 6. — Mc'moires pour fervir \ l'Hiftoii e du meme, tom.i. 
— Nani Hiftoria Veneta, liv. x. 1635.— Memoric recondite, di Vittorio Siri, com. viii. p. 224, 215, 218. 
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fcrt the liberties of Italy. Being defeated, on the banks of the Po, by the fuperior forces 
of the Spaniards, he boldly afcribed his misfortune to the enmity and difcontent of tht 
duke of Savoy, who rather thwarted than aftifted his operations. 

The king had beheld with impatience not only his foreign conquefts fhaken, but 
even his hereditary dominions infulted : the appearance of the duke of Lorraine in his 
ancient territories revived the zeal of his fubjects ; feveral important towns opened their 
gates at his approach ; but his career was checked by the unexpected prefence of Lewis 
himfelf, who, at the head of a fmall army haftily afleinbled, flew to maintain his for- 
mer acquifitions, retook Saint-Michael, and returned triumphant to Paris ; while the 
duke of Rohan, who had been recalled from exile to take the command of the French 
forces in the Valteline, emulated the glory of his fovereign, and, in two bloody and 
fucceflive engagements, broke, in that country, the ftrength of the Imperialifts and 
'Spaniards. 

The operations of war proved inefficient to monopolize the attention of Richelieu, 
who never loft fight of his favourite project for diflblving the marriage of the duke of 
Orleans. An obfequious aflembly of venal priefts, convened by the minifter, declared 
that the want of the king's confent was a radical defect, which no fubfequent proceed- 
ing could cure, and that the duke's marriage therefore was null. No fooner was Mary 
of Medicis, who had retired to Antwerp with the duchefs of Orleans, apprized of this 
declaration, than fhe wrote to the pope, requefting his interference in the bulinefs ; and 
his holinefs accordingly inftructed his nuncios at Paris to complain to the king of the 
conduct of his minifter, in attempting to annull a marriage lawfully contracted. Ri- 
chelieu, vexed at the failure of his fcheme, wreaked his vengeance on Puylaurens, 
whom he caufed to be arretted on fome frivoulous pretext, and thrown into prifon, 
where he foon after died, either by poifon, or from the rigour of his confinement. 

A. D. 1636.] But though the prelates were willing to comply with ' the requifi- 
tions of the minifter, where their own intereft was not affected, they betrayed a very 
d'fferent difpofition when called on by the king to contribute to the fupport of the war ; 
and an import of four millions of livres was not levied on the clergy without great dif- 
ficulty and oppofition. To anfwer the current expences, Richelieu had alio rec'ourfe to 
the ancient mode of encreafing the number of magiftrates in the different courts of 
juftice, as well as to the impofition of numerous and oppreflive taxes on the people. 
By the former meafure he excited the refentment of the parliament, who, at firft, be- 
trayed great fpirit and energy in their conduct, though they were finally compelled to 
yield to the irrefiftible exertions of arbitrary power. 

At the opening of the campaign, Metz was reduced by the forces of the emperor, 
tut the Germans were compelled to raife the fiege of Colmar by the cardinal Valette.who 
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defpifing the duties of tlie church and the admonitions of the pope, afpirtd, in imitation 
of Richelieu, to military glory. In Italy, the war was carried on with varied fuccefs ; 
at the fiege of Fontanet, marefchal Toiras loft his life by a mufquet ball j but the town 
was carried by the duke of Savov, who afterwards effected a junction with the troops 
under marefchal Crequi, and proceeded onwards to protect from the ravages of the Spa- 
niards the territories of the duke of Parma. On the twenty-third of June, the com- 
bined forces were overtaken by the enemy, who difputed, with defperate courage, the 
pafTage of the Tefino; the flaughter was dreadful on both fides; and night put an end 
to the conteft without deciding the victory. The Spaniards retreated before the return of 
day, and the French were left mailers of the field, though difabled from purfuing their 
operations. 

In Franche-Comte, the prince of Conde had laid wafte the country, and laid fiege 
to Dole ; the vigorous defence of the garrifon and the approach of the forces of Spain, 
and the empire, compelled him to defift from the enterprize, after a vain affault, and- 
to retreat into the province of Burgundy. The iflands of Saint-Margaret and Saint- 
Honorat having furrendered to the Spanifh. arms, an attempt was made to recover them,, 
but the arrival of the Spanifh fleet fruftrated the defigns of the French, and refcued the 
garrifons from infult. 

To fupport the war in fo many difFerent quarters, France had ftripped of troops the 
frontiers of Picardy, and expofed it to the incurfions of the enemies. The Spanifh. 
army, commanded by prince Thomas of Savoy, and reinforced by the celebrated Pico- 
lomini, entered the dcfencelefs province, feized Capelle and Catelet, forced the pafTage 
of the Somme at Brai, in defiance of the French troops under the count of Soiffons, 
and, in lefs than a week, reduced the ftrong town of Corbie. The Parifians were feized 
with conflernation at the accounts of the rapid and unexpected approach of their foes, 
and vented their execrations on Richelieu, whom they confidered as the author of all 
their calamities 45 . That minifter himfelf was not exempt from inquietude : indeed, fo 
great at firfl was his alarm, that he thought of retiring with the king to Orleans. But 
when he had fomewhat recovered from his fears, he had recourfe to exertions of vigour, 
and fuiting his conduct to the neceffity of the times, expatiated on the neceflity of di- 
minifhing the taxes, and recalling the exiles, and exerted every art his ingenuity could 
devife to conciliate the efteem and confidence of the people. The Parifians, either 
impelled by their loyalty, or roufed by their fears, haftened to give their fovereign the 
moft unequivocal marks of their fidelity and attachment. Every citizen agreed to fup- 

45 Vie du Cardinal de Richelieu, par Atibery, liv. v. chap, 38. — Memoires pour fervir a I'Hiftoire du meme, 
torn. i. — Hiftoire du Marefchal de Guebriant, L i. ch. 12. — Bernard, Hiftoire de Louis XIII. liv. xvii. — Journal de 
BafTompierre. — Vie de Pere Jofeph, torn. ii. ch. xviii. — Grotii Epiftola: paflim, 1626. — Nam HiiWia Veneta, 
liv. x. Memorie recondite, di Vittorio Siri, com. vii. p. 438, 439. 
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port a certain number of men ; the parliament promifed to pay fortwo thoufand five hun- 
dred infantry ; the chamber of accompts, for feven hundred ; the court of aids for four 
hundred ; the king's fecretaries for an equal number ; and the chancellor, the two fuper- 
intendants of the finances, and their clerks, for five hundred horfe. The Carthufian and 
Celeftine Friars offered to advance money for raifing and paying eight hundred men; 
and the univerfity of Paris promifed to fupply four hundred. The alacrity, evinced on 
this occafion, roufed the drooping fpirits of Richelieu, who, for the firft time, experi- 
enced the difpleafure of his fovereign ; a circumfrance which fo far difcouraged him, that 
he was on the point of quitting the helm of government 46 . 

Befides thefe voluntary levies, other means were adopted for recruiting the army. In 
this emergency no gentleman was fuffered to retain more than one fervant ; no artizau 
more than one apprentice ; and the erection of all new buildings, whether public or pri- 
vate, was flopped, that the workmen employed thereon might contribute to fwell the 
number of the troops : the king ordered all perfons who had more than two horfes to 
deliver up one for the fervice of the ftate ; and he commanded all gentlemen, all who 
were exempt from the payment of the tai lie, and all the officers of his houfhold, to re- 
pair to Saint-Denis, within fix days. By this means an army of fifty thoufand men 
was afTembled in a fliort fpace of time. 

Richelieu would willingly have afTumed the command of the troops himfelf, but the 
count of SoifTons refufed to ferve under him ; and the cardinal entrufted the fate of 
France to that prince, and the duke of Orleans, whofe jealoufy of each other he ima- 
gined would prevent them from combining in any intrigues dangerous to his authority. 
On this occafion the difcernment of Richelieu deferted him ; the two generals, indeed, 
acted with perfect unanimity, compelled the Spaniards to repafs the Somme, and retook 
Corbie ; but at the fame time they concerted the deftruction of the cardinal, and held a 
counc il at Peronne, for the purpofe of deciding on the befl means ofefFec'ting it. Some were 
of opinion, that his credit with the king might be deltroyed by reprefenting him to Lewis as 
the author of all the misfortunes that had occurred fince the commencement of the war; 
but^he majority voted for his nir.iflination, as the only effectual mode of getting rid of 
hi in. It was determined to put their fcheme in execution the firft time a council fliould 
be called at Amiens, where the cardinal refided during the fiege of Corbie. The king 
repaired thither every day from a neighbouring caftle, where he had eftablilhed his quar- 
ters. Four confpirators were to perform the deed juftasthe cardinal was leaving the 
council, and after Lewis had retired. Already had the two princes flopped Richelieu, 
under pretence ot afking him fome quefHons, at the bottom of the ftair-cafe leading to 
the council-chamber ; already had the confpirators takentheir ftations behind him, wait- 

4* Memoires «lu Pere Jofeph.— Le Vaffbr, torn. viii. liv. xxxx. p. 498. 
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ing only for the fignal from the duke of Orleans, when the refoUition of that prince 
forfook him, and, haftily returning to the council-chamber, he declared that his con- 
fidence would not permit him to fhed the blood of a cardinal, an archbifhop, and a prieft. 
The minifter was not apprized of his danger till fome time after, and he refolved to be 
more cautious and circumfpedt in future. 

Having failed in their attempt, the princes determined to have recourfe to the other 
mode of etFedting his ruin, by deftroying his credit with the king ; but the cardinal, 
apprized of their intentions, refolved to revenge himfelf by driving them both from court. 
For this purpofe he Gflufed a falfe report to be fpread that the king intended to arreft 
them, on which they immediately fled with precipitation, the duke to Blois, and the 
count to Sedan. The king was greatly furprized at their fudden departure, and ftill 
more fo, when he heard of the report propagated by the princes, and the pretended de- 
fign formed againft their perfon. He caufed them to be afTured that he hr.d never har- 
boured any fuch intention ; and the cardinal himfelf wrote to the duke of Orleans, re- 
proaching him with his facility in paying equal attention to good and bad advice. Se- 
veral perfons were fent to Gafton to enquire what was the fubjedt of his complaints ; 
and, after various explanations on the fubjedt, Gafton at length delivered a paper to 
Chavigni.in which, after promifing never to be guided in future by the advice of the count 
of Soiffbns, he earneftly befought the king to remove all grounds of difpute between them. 
As the marriage of the duke of Orleans was the grand object of conteftation, Lewis 
promifed to acknowledge its validity, on condition that Gafton would never confent 
to efpoufe the interefts of the duke of Lorraine, nor form any connection prejudicial to 
the welfare of the ftate. The conditions, after fome delay, were accepted on both 
parts, and the agreement was rendered public in the month of February in the follow- 
ing year. 

A. D. 1637.] The enfuing campaign opened with events the moft inaufpicious to 
France. Tne duke of Parma, beheged in Placentia, was compelled to renounce the 
alliance of that crown, and to conclude an accommodation with Spain. The duke of 
Rohan, neglected by cardinal Richelieu, who ftill regarded him with jealoufy, after 
exhaufting his private credit, was conflrained to evacuate the Valteline. But thefe dif- 
afters were followed by a feries of fplendid fuccefs ; the count of Harcourt recovered 
the iflands of Saint Margaret and Saint Honorat ; the duke of Valette reduced feveral 
forts which the Spaniards had feized in Guienne ; the duke of Halluin (fon to maref- 
chal Schomberg, whofe name and rank he afterwards bore) raifed the liege of Leucate 
in Languedoc (of which province he was governor) and defeated Serbelloa, the Spanifh 
general, on the twenty-eighth of September, taking from him all his baggage, ammu- 
nition and artillery. Cardinal de la Valette again planted the ftandard of France on 
the walls of Cipelle ; the-marefchal de Chatillon fuccefsfully inverted Damvilliers in 
Luxemburg!! ; and the duke of Longueville extended his conquefts in Franche-Comte. 
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In Italy, the duke of Savoy, feconded by raarefchal Crequi, triumphed over the Spa- 
niards, led by the duke of Modena ; and, in the Netherlands, the vigorous efforts of the . 
prince of Orange compelled the garrifon of Breda to furrender. 

An attempt was made about this time by father Cauflln, the king's confeflbr, at the m- 
ftigation of father Minod, a Jefuit, confeflbr Jo Chriftina, ducbefs of Savoy, (whofe 
hufband had lately expired) to procure the recall of Mary of Medicis to court. As 
Cauffin was fenfible that this could never take place fo long as Richelieu fhould con- 
tinue in favour, he undertook the dangerous tafk of advifing the king to difmifs him. 

The remonftrances which Cauffin made to the king, on the conduit of his minifter, 
were confined to four principal points. The firft of thefe was the banifhment of the 
queen-mother, who was left in fuch an indigent fituation, that fhe frequently wanted 
neceffaries ; a confideration which appeared to have great effeft on the king : the fecond, 
was the exorbitant power of the cardinal, who ufurped the royal authority, and left to 
Lewis nothing but the mere name of king: the third, was the oppreflion of the people, 
who were reduced to the greateft milery by the impofition of burdenfome taxes: the 
fourth was the intereftof religion, which Richelieu feemed anxious to annihilate (in the 
opinion of Cauffin) by the affiftance he afforded to the Swedes and Proteftants of Ger- 
many. The inference which the confeflbr drew from thefe allegations was the indilpen- 
flble neceffity of the cardinal's difmiffion. The king appeared to be fhaken by the ar- 
guments of the prieft, but unable, from habit, to conceal any thing from his minifter, 
he afforded an opportunity to Richelieu of confuting the charges preferred againft him, 
by reafons, the validity of which Lewis had long been accuftomed to acknowledge. 
Cauffin's temerity was fpeedily punifhed by the lofs of his poft of confeflbr to the king, 
fcom whom Richelieu obtained an order for hisarreft and confinement at Quimpercoren- 
tin in Brittany 47 . 

A. D. 1638.] The death of Victor Amadeus, duke of Savoy, rather encreafed than 
diminifhed the influence of France, fince his widow, the After of Lewis, was appointed 
rqjent during the minority of her infant fan. In Italy, the campaign was opened by 
the fiege of Brema, on the Po, the garrifon of which fortrefs greatly incommoded the 
Spaniards, by their frequent incurfions into the Milanefe. This poft, though important 
from its fituation, was but ill- fortified, and therefore flood in need of immediate relief. 
Marefchal Crequi was accordingly difpatched to the affiftance of the garrifon, but a ran- 
dom ball deprived him of life on the feventeenth of March, and, a few days after his 
death, the fort of Brema furrendered to the Spaniards. 
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In Germany, duke Bernard of Saxe-Weimar, who had been trained to arms m the. 
fchool of Guftavus, and who, maintaining an independent authority over an army ot 
various nations, was fupplied from the treafures of France, invefted and reduced the city 
of Rheinfeld. John de Wert, duke Savelli, and fome other Imperial generals, having 
advanced to the relief of the town, with a body of two thoufand men, Bernard was ad- 
vifed, by his friend the duke of Rohan, who accompanied hiin as a volunteer, to march 
forth to meet them. An obftinate conflict took place, in which the Imperialists wer^e de- 
feated, but the duke of Rohan received two wounds, of which he died on the twenty- 
third of April, in the fixty-ninth year of his age. This worthy nobleman, who had 
learned the profeffion of arms under Henry the Great, by whom he was, at onetime, 
confidered as prefumptive heir to the kingdom of Navarre, polTeffed mod of thofe virtues 
which render man the friend of his fellow-creatures, and give dignity to human nature. 
Pious, affable, brave, generous, and humane; an accomplished gentleman ; a fkilful 
general ; an able ftatefman, and a good chriftian : ha did honour to the party he efpoufed, 
and frequently tempered, by the purity of his principles, the bigotry of his adherents. 
The court of France had not virtue enough to regret the lofs of a nobleman whom they 
had been accuftomed to regard as formidable, even in exile. Foreigners, however, did 
him juftice ; and the Venetians received with gratitude the gift of his arms, which they 
ft i 1 1 preferve as a mark of the affection which one of the greateft captains of the age 
bore to their republic. His body was conveyed to Geneva, and interred in the great church 
all the magnificence due to his rank and merit. 

The reduction of Rheinfeld was followed by that of Fribourg, all Brifgau, and feveral 
towns in Suabia. The grand object of the duke of Weimar was the blockade of Bri- 
fac, which he completed after two fuccefsful aclions with the Imperialifls. All attempts 
to relieve the town having been rendered abortive by the vigilance of the duke, the 
garrifon was compelled, from a want of provifions, to capitulate in the month of 
December. 

Marefchjl de Chatillon, meanwhile, had entered the province of Artois, and, after lay- 
ing wafte the circumjacent country, formed the fiege of Saint Omer, towards the end of 
May, which place he expected to carry in a fhort time. But his vigilance being elud- 
ed by the fuperior fkill of prince Thomas of Savoy, and Picolomini, he was obliged, 
after remaining fix weeks before the place, to raife the fiege, although he had been pre- 
vioufly reinforced by the marefchal de la Force. The reduction of the fmall fortrefs of 
Renti being deemed, by the king, an inadequate compeniati. n for the difgrace which his 
arms had fuflained before the town of Saint Omer, he deprived Chatillon of the command 
of the troops, and placed la Force at their head. The campaign was clofed, in that 
quarter, by the reduction of Catelet, by Du Hallier, the Lift place pofTeffed by the Spa- 
niards of all they had taken, during the invafion of the preceding year 4 *. 
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In the fouthern provinces of France, an'army was collected, and entrufted to the care 
of the prince of Conde, with orders to enter the Spanifh territories, and lay fiege to Fon- 
tarabia. But the prince fuffered himfelf to be defeated, by an inferior force, under the 
admiral of Caftile, and with the remainder of his army with difficulty efcaped to his 
fhips. This mifcarriage, however, was balanced by a domeltic event of the higheft im- 
portance. The queen, after a continued fterility of three-and-twenty years, was, at 
length, delivered of a fon on the flrfl of September, 1638. The birth of this child — who, 
from coming at a time fo wholly unexpected, received the appellation of Dieu Donne, 
Given by God — while it fecured the peaceable fucceffion to the throne, operated as a 
check on the levity of the duke of Orleans, and tended to eftablilh the power of 
Richelieu. 

On the formation of the league between France and Holland againft. the houfe of 
Auftria, England had been invited to preferve a neutrality between the contending par- 
tics. But Charles replied to D'Eftrades, the French ambaflador, who opened the pro- 
polal, that he had a fquadron ready, and would crofs the feas, if necefTary, with an army 
of fifteen thoufand men, in order to prevent the projected conquefts of the combined 
powers. Thisanfwer irritated cardinal Richelieu ; and, in revenge, that mi 11 titer, with 
more zeal than honefty, carefully fomented the firft commotions which broke out in 
Scotland during the reign of that unhappy monarch, Charles the Firft, and fccretly fup- 
pheil the Covenanters with money and arms, in order to encourage them in their oppo- 
lition againft their fovereign. 

Yet, notwithftanding this circumftance, Mary of Medicis went over to England, in 
the month of October, in order to engage the Englifh monarch and his contort to make 
fome farther efforts for procuring her recall to France. She fpoke to Bellievre, the 
French ambaflador at London, and told him that her Jong-continued afflictions haff in- 
fpired her with far different fentiments from rhofe which fhe had entertained when flie 
left the kingdom : fhe begged him to let the cardinal know, that fhe earneftly fupplicat- 
ed him to relieve her from her mifery, and from the neceffity to which fhe was reduced 
of begging her bread : that fhe ardently wiflicd to be near the king, not with a view to 
interfere with his affairs, but merely to pafs the fhort remnant of her life in repofe, and 
rn preparations for a future flate : that if the cardinal could not obtain the king's leave 
for her to return to court, he would at leaft procure his permiffion for her to live in fome 
part of the kingdom, where be might provide her with the means of fubfiflence: that, 
in order to obtain this indulgence, fhe would difmifs from her fervice all fuch perfons ds 
were ^odious to, or even fuf'pectcd by, the minifter, being ready to do whatever the king 
might require, or the cardinal advil'e. The ambaffudor told her he had no authority to 
interfere in this bufinefs ; but the queen of England having given him to underftand, 
that this mode of application was adopted, becaufe Lewis had declared that he would 

never 
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never fuffer the interference of foreigners, Bcllicvre confented to write to the cardinal 
fuch a letter as the queen- mother dictated. 

A. D. 1639, 1640.] Richelieu paid no more attention to the letter than he had done 
to all the former applications of his benefactrefs. Under the pretence that her return 
would prove the means of exciting frefli commotions in the kingdom, he prefumptuouf- 
ly rejected all her demands, and dictated a moft fevere anfwer, which the king figned 
with his own hand, having too long been accuftomed to pay implicit obedience to the 
will of his minifter. The letters which the queen of England wrote on the occafion 
produced no better effect ; in the anfwers that were fent to them, compofed by Chavig- 
ny, the good intentions of Henrietta were commended, but that princefs was earneftly 
requefted to abftain from all farther interference in the bufinefs. Inflexible feverity of a 
weak prince, who, through fear of difpleafing an abfolute minifter, ftifled all the fen- 
timents of nature ! 

In order, however, to avert, in a certain degree, the cenfure, which fuch in- 
humanity towards his mother could not fail to excite, Lewis refufed to give his 
opinion at the council that was called on this occafion. He ordered his minif- 
ters to commit their fentiments to writing ; but thofe fentiments were dictated 
by him, and they did nothing more than fubferibe their names to the paper. The 
refult of their deliberations was this: that there was no other means of preferving 
the tranquillity of the kingdom, than that of fuffering the queen-mother to live, in 
want, in a foreign country, unlefs fhe rather chofe to go to Florence : and, that princes 
ought to confult the good of the flate, rather than their own feelings, or thofe of their 
parents 49 . This laft maxim is ftrictly juft, but wholly inapplicable to the object of 
their confultations : if the queen-mother's return muft inevitably have produced the 
evil confequences which Richelieu afcribed to it, the rejection of her demands would 
have been equally fanclioned by juft ice and policy; but the prefent flate of the king- 
dom, and the advanced age of Mary, were, of themfelves, fufficient to deftroy the fuppofi- 
tion on which the arguments againft her were founded ; and, at all events, no danger 
could poflibly be incurred by Lewis, in fulfilling his duty, by fheltering an aged parent 
from the pangs of want, and the mifery of dependence. To the dictates of policy, and 
the fuggeftions of fear, not only the feelings of nature, but the principles of juftice, 
have been too frequently facrificed ; and where a mind, unimpreffed with a due fenfe of 
religion, is bent on the attainment of a particular object, no fubterfuge appears too piti- 
ful, no violation too grofs; but time's unerring hand will, invariably, remove the veil 
that is employed for the concealment of infamy ; take off thofe falfe colours which 
vice lays on as a difguife to her actions, and hold up guilt to cenfure or abhorrence, ac- 
cording to the extent of its enormity, however illuftrious its author! 
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The difgracc fuflamed by the French arms at the fiege of Fontarabia had, by the 
prince of Conde and his friends, been afcribed to the duke de la Valette, who was fe- 
cond in command ; and that nobleman, aware of the power, and of the principles, of his 
enemies, had left the kingdom, and retired to England. But this ftep, inftead of avert- 
ing the profecution, was deemed an augmentation ot the crime ; and the king, at the in- 
ftigation of his minilter, now caufed a criminal procefo to be inflitutcd againft him for 
treafon and felony — the riift charge being tounded on his neglect to take Fontarabia 
when it was in his power fo to do ; and the laft, on his departure from the kingdom, 
without the permiffion of his fovereign. An offence of this nature came properly 
within the cognizance of the parliament of Paris ; but Richelieu, averle from controul, 
and fearful that the magiftrates of that court might not be fufficiently fubfervient to his 
will, had, at an early period of his adminiftration, eftablifhed a ilcfpotic court, compofed 
of a few commiffioners, fele&ed from the parliament and the council of ftate. To thofe 
he referred the cafe of La Valette, and ordered them to fit at Saint Germain, that they 
might be immediately under his own eyes. Ot all the members of the parliament, 
one only had the fpirit to aflert the dignity of the court, and to remonftrate with the 
king on the impropriety of hisconducl, in language firm, manly, and upright* 

The prefident Bellievre, obferve<l, " That he thought it extremely odd that the king 
«« fhould be prefent at the trial of one of his fubjedls: that the French monarchs had 
" been accuftomed to referve to themfelves the right of pardoning, and to leave the talk 
'« of condemnation to the tribunals of guftice: that he could never have believed his 
" majclty would have the courage to behold a man, one moment, at the bar, and the 
" next, dragged to the gallows : that the pre fence of the king was a lign of forgivenefs, 
" it removed ecclefiail ical interdicts, and ought to give content to every one : that it 
•• was a pernicious cuftom thus to intimidate the judges, and deprive them of all freedom 
'« of dilcuffion, by forcing them to give their opinion before the king: that, for his part, 
*' he fliould peril It in the opinion he had ever maintained, that the caufe in queftion' 

ought to be referred to the parliament." The king replied, with anger, " That he 
" hated thofe who wilhed to deprive him of the right of trying a peer in any manner 
".he thought proper: that they were blockheads, unworthy of their places, and he did> 
" not know whether he lhould not deprive them of them : that he would be obeyed : 
" that he would convince them all privileges were founded only on a bad cuftom-, anoV 
44 that he would no longer lurftr them to be mentioned," 

The commiiTioners found the duke de la Valette guilty of treafon and felony, paiTed 
fentence of death upon him, and he was accordingly executed in effigy, on the eighth of 
June. Thus did Lewis, furnamed the Juji, procure the condemnation of his brother- 
in-law, (for the duke had married a daughter ot Henry the Fourth) againft all forms -of 
law, and all principles of jullice. 

In 
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In Piedmont, the brothers of the late duke of Savoy difputed with his widow the fuc- 
ceflion to the regency. Supported by the marquis of Leganez, they furprized Chi 1- 
vazzo, were received into Quieras, Montcallier, and Goree, and aflaulted Turin fo fud- 
denly, (in the night of the twenty-fixth of July) that the duchefs had fcarcely time to 
retire into the citadel, whence fhe retreated to Grenoble, where (lie had a perfonal inter- 
■view with her brother. 

Lewis, at the mitigation of the cardinal, refolved to profit by the misfortunes of his- 
filter, in order to get her fon, and his territories, into his own hands. Prince Maurice 
having gained over the governors of Nice and Villefranche, the fear of lofing every 
thing had already induced the duchefs to confent to deliver up the towns of Sufa, Avig- 
>iano, Gelafle, and Taillon to the king The cardinal alfo infifted on the ceffion of 
Montmellian, but no arguments he could employ could. prevail on the duchefs to refign 
that important port. 

During this time the marquis de la Meilleraie had opened'the campaign in Artois, by 
the fiege of Hefdin, while the marquis of Feuquieres had orders to invert Thionville 
with a fmall army that was entrufted to his care. The town was very ftrongly fortified,, 
and although Feuquieres was neither deficient in courage nor addrefs-, he was extremely 
unwilling to attack it with fourteen thoufand men, a force he deemed wholly inadequate 
to the undertaking. But the dread of difplcafing a. minifies who could not bear the- 
fmalleft contradiction, led him to pay implicit obedience to his commands. Before, how- 
ever, he could fecure his quarters, they were attacked and forced, by Piccolomini, with 
a fuperior army ; great numbers of the French were cut to pieces, and Feuquieres 
himfelf was wounded, taken prifoner, and conducted to Thionville, where he died 
foon after- 

Piccolomini, anxious to improve his victory, entered Champagne, and laid fiege to 
Pont-a-Mouflbn ; but, on the approach of marefchal Chatillon, he deemed it prudent to 
defift from his enterprize, and to march to the relief of Hefdin, which was clofely be- 
fieged by la Meilleraie. The fortrefs, however, furrendered before his arrival ; and the 
king, having entered the town by the breach, rewarded the conduct of la Meilleraie with 
a marefchal's rtafiv The campaign was clofed in Picardy by the reduction, of Yvoi,. 
takenby Chatillon in the month of Auguft. 

In Germany, the duke of Weimar carried on the war againft the Imperialifts, more 
on his own account than for, the French, who, neverthelefs, derived an advantage from it, 
fince it. compelled the emperor to divide his forces. The duke was now intent on the 
prefervation of Brifac, which he meant to make the capital of an independant principa- 
lity which he was anxious to form for himfelf. Immediately after the reduction of that 
city, Richelieu had informed, the duke that his prefence would be neceiTary at Paris, in- 

order- 
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order to fettle the plan of operations for the enfuing campaign ; but the duke eluded 
the invitation under various pretexts, and could only be prevailed on to fend Colonel 
D'Erlach, governor of Brific, to the cardinal. Richelieu exacted a promife from that 
officer, that, in cafe of the duke's death, he would deliver up the town to the king. 
That event foon happened: the duke, after an illnefsof eighteen days, expired at Nevy- 
buigh, at the age of thirty-fix ; and his death was generally afcribed to poifon adminif- 
tered by orders of cardinal Richelieu ,0 . By whatever means it was accomplifhed, the 
cardinal, with his ufual dexterity, availed himfelf of his deceafe ; he procured from his 
fucceflbrs in command not only Brifac, but Fribourg alio, and he prevailed with his 
army to acknowledge the authority of the duke of Longueville. 

The augmentation of impofts, occalloned by the continuance of the war, had given 
rife to popular tuuiults in Normandy, where the peafants aflembled in a riotous man- 
ner, and proceeded to acts of open outrage. The parliament of Rouen, more anxious 
to foothe than forward to punifh, was fufpended for its lenity ; and the chancellor 
Seguicr, who was detached with fix thoufand troops to quell the commotion, deter- 
mined to avoid a fimilar accufation, and extinguished the infurre&ion with the lives of 
the infurgents. 

In Rouffillon, Salces, which had been captured by the prince of Conde, was reco- 
vered by the Spaniards, but the count of Harcourt acquired frefb, laurels in Piedmont. 
He relieved Cafal, befieged by the marquis of Leganez, and retook Turin, though de- 
fended by prince Thomas of Savoy, in perfon. At fea, the French obtained a fignal 
victory over the Spanifli fleet ; and in the Netherlands, the marefchals Chaulnes, 
Chatillon, and Meilleraie inverted Arras. The cardinal Infant, brother to Philip the 
Fourth, who advanced to the relief of it, was repulfed, in a vigorous attack on the 
French lines; in which he loll: twelve hundred men ; and the city, after a defence of 
thirty-five days, was compelled to furrender, on the tenth of Auguft. 

• A. D. 1641.] • But the imprudence of her own minifters proved more fatal to 
Spain, than the enterprizes of her foreign enemies : the Catalans, indignant at the open 
violation of their ancient privileges, erc&ed the ftandard of revolt : and Portugal, dif- 
daining any longer a dependent fituation, fhook off the yoke of Philip, and raifed to 
the throne John, duke of Braganza. To the fupport of the former Lewis detached 
the marefchal de la Mothe Houdancourt, who reduced the city of Conflantin ; and with 
the latter he concluded a clofe and folemn alliance. Meanwhile in Germany the count 
of Guebriant, who had been trained to war under the martial duke of Weimar, main- 
tained, againft the Impcrialirts, the glory of the French name ; and the vifcount Tu- 
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renne, a pupil of the fame fchool, happily feconded in Piedmont the gallant and fuc- 
cefsful efforts of the count of Harcourt. At home, the tranquillity of the kingdom 
received additional fccurity from the birth of another prince, (on the twenty-fiift of 
September, 1640) who received the name of Philip, with the title of duke of Anjou, 

We have already noticed the difcontent and flight of the count of SoifTons, who full 
remained at Sedan, firmly refolved never to fubmit to the difcretion of a minifter, whofe 
conduct and whole principles he alike difapproved. On his arrival at Sedan, he had 
written to the king, to affurc him of his fidelity, and had promifed him that, during 
his refidence in that city, he would not undertake any thing prejudicial to his intereft. 
This promife he had hitherto religioufly fulfilled, notwithflanding the repeated felici- 
tations of the Spaniards ; but the iniults and injuries he continually fuftained from 
Richelieu, at length, induced him to depart from the refolution he had adopted, and to 
lend a favourable ear to the fuggeftions of the duke of Bouillon. Thefe two noblemen 
now concluded a treaty with Don Miguel di Salamanca, the Spanifh minifter, and an- 
other with the court of Vienna. John Francis Paul di Gondi, afterwards diftinguifh- 
ed by the appellation of cardinal Retz, entered into the intrigue, and undertook to gain 
over the inhabitants of Paris, where the count of Soiffons was as much beloved as Riche- 
lieu was detefted. Marefchal Vitri and the count of Cramail, both prifoners in the 
Baftille, engaged in the fcheme, as did alfo the duke of Guife, who haftened to Liege 
in order to levy .troops, which, joined to thofe at Sedan, were deftined to form a junction 
with the Spaniards, and give battle to marefchal Chatillon, who commanded the king's 
army on the Maefe, 

Richelieu, apprized of this circumftance, ordered Chatillon immediately to march to 
Sedan, and reduce the count to fubmiflion. But Soiffons, being reinforced by a Spaniih 
army under general Lamboi, marched out of the city, and encountered the royal forces*, 
on the fixth of July, in the battle of Marfee. The troops of Chatillon were already 
broken and difperfed, when the fruits of victory were ravifhed from the confpirators bv 
the death of the count himfelf, who perifhed by a random-ball.. The circumilances of 
his fate were dark and myfterious, but the policy of Richelieu prevailed on the king to 
confign to oblivion the guilt of his affociates, and the duke of Bouillon was again ad- 
mitted to the prefence of his fovereign, and permitted to retain the principality of Sedan, 

The dread excited by the uncontrolled authority of the minifter facilitated the exe* 
cution of every iclieme he engaged in, by removing every obftacle that flood in his way- 
He privately folicited. the king of England, in fo ftrenuous a manner, to oblige Mary 
of Medicis to quit his dominions,, that that monarch, who was unhappily engaged in 
a violent conteft with his fubje&s, fearful that the influence of the cardinal would tend: 
to encreafe the calamities of internal diffentions, deemed it prudent to comply, and, ac- 
cordingly, entreated his mother-in-law to retire into fome foreign country. Mary, in- 
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ceffantly purfued by the violent refentmenf of this implacable prielt, was, for fomc time, 
at a lofs for a retreat ; at length, however, fhc retired to Cologne, where fhe pafled 
the remainder of her days in a fituation that reflects indelible infamy on Lewis and his 

minifter. 

Independent of the pleafure which the vindictive cardinal derived from the misfortunes 
of this unhappy princefs, another fource of fatisfattion was opened to him at the con- 
clufion of the year 1641. The pope, who had recently made a promotion of twelve 
cardinals, at length raifed to that dignity the miniftei's friend Mazarin, in whofe favour 
the king had long folicited the friendfhip of the court of Rome, and whom Richelieu 
already delVmcd as his I'uccelTor in the adminiftration. 

A D. 1642.] Abfolute matter of the king's mind, he propofed to Lewis to go in perfon 
to Catalonia, in order to take pofleflion of that principality, and toenfure to the Catalans 
the full pofleflion of their ancient rights and privileges. This propofal, which flattered 
the king with the eafy reduction of Rouflillon, proved highly acceptable, and the neceflary 
meafures for putting the fcheme in execution were immediately adopted. Lewis had 
not fufficient penetration to dive into the ambitious deligns of the cardinal, who wifh- 
ed to fend his fovereign to a diftant country, and place him between two armies com- 
manded by his neareft relations and immediate dependents, that, in the event of his 
death, he might obtain the dignity of regent for himfelf. No doubt, indeed, was en- 
tertained at court, but that this expedition had been propofed hy the cardinal merely 
with a view to accelerate the death of his fovereign s ' ; and the plan of operations for 
the enfuing campaign, as well as the meafures taken for the government of the ftate 
during the king's abfence, were received as an ample confirmation of this opinion. 
In fact, Lewis intended to take the queen and the duke of Orleans with him ; to fend 
the dauphin and his brother to the caftle of Vincennes, the governor of which was 
wholly devoted to the cardinal ; and to leave the prince of Conde at Paris, with the 
title of governor, but in reality fubjeded to the will of the minifter, fince he could do 
nothing hut in conjunction with a council entirely compofed of his creatures. But the 
queen fruftrated t he defign entertained by the king of taking her with him, by declar- 
ing Hie would never fuffer nerfelf to be feparated from her children j Lewis, therefore, 
after much entreaty, permitted her to remain at Saint-Germain. 

Difeafe, which had long preyed upon the finking frame of Richelieu, was unable to 
damp the flame of ambition which age rather feemed to invigorate. Lewis, too, 
though his declining health feemed to threaten his fpecdy diflolution, perpared to accom- 
pany the army into Rouflillon. But at Narbonne, the indifpofition of the cardinal en- 
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creafed to fuch a dangerous heighth, as compelled him, reluctantly, to {top there, while 
the king, with marefchals Meillcraie and Schomberg, purfued his route, and encamped 
under the walls of Perpignan. 

While Lewis prefled the fiege of that city, and Richelieu languifhed on the bed of 
ficknefs, a confederacy was formed, that promifed to extinguifli the power and ihort- 
en the life of the latter. The lively temper, agreeable perfon, and elegant manners 
of Cinq-Mars, the fecond fon of marefchal D'Effiat, feconded by the recommendations 
of the cardinal, had rendered him peculiarly acceptable to the king ; but the favourite, 
haughty and intractable, regarded with averfion the fuperior afcendancy of the minifter : 
Richelieu had prevented the king from beftowing on Cinq-Mars fome honours to 
which he afpired, and his gratitude for paft favours was thus funk in refentment for 
fuppofed injuries: weak himfelf, and incapable of great defigns, he liftened to the 
fuggeftions of De Thou, fon to the celebrated hiftorian ; by the advice of that gentle- 
man, he connected himfelf with the dukes of Orleans and Bouillon ; and, foon after, 
in conjunction with thofe princes, concluded (on the third of March) a treaty with 
Spain, by which the Spanifli monarch engaged to fupply the duke of Orleans with an 
army of twelve thoufand foot, and five thoufand horfe, all veteran troops, befides four 
hundred thoufand crowns, to enable him to make frefh levies. The duke engaged, on 
his part, to repair to Sedan, to take the command of this army, and to enter France, 
with a view to compel cardinal Richelieu to confent to a peace between the two crowns, 
which was the avowed object of the treaty. 

But thefe intrigues, however fecretly conducted, could not efcape the jealous vigi- 
lance of the cardinal. Cinq-Mars, it is pretended, had even formed the defign of af- 
faflinating Richelieu ; but neither the duke of Orleans, nor De Thou, to whom he 
mentioned it, would give his confent to a deed fo atrocious. Some authors aflert, 
however, that he renewed his defign at Lyons, where a great number of the nobility of 
Auvergne went to fee him, and that he propofed it to the king, one day when he evinc- 
ed fome fymptoms of difpleafure at the conduct of his minifter ; but that Lewis, feized 
with remorfe, at the moment of execution, lecalled his confent s *. Be that as it may, Riche- 
lieu, on the firft intimation he received of the confpiracy, urged the king to quit the walls 
of Perpignan, and to repair to Narbonne. The defeat of the marefchal Grammont, 
on the banks of the Scheld, difpofed the monarch to liften to the folicitations of his 
minifter, in whofe abilities alone he could confide to retrieve the difafter. By the ad- 
vice of Richelieu, Lewis proceeded) to his capital, after inverting the cardinal with 
difcretionary powers for the deftruction of his enemies. 

S» Centin. de Mezerai, torn. i. p."50|. 
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The duke of Orleans, on this occafion, degraded his rank by the ferviJity of hisfubmif- 
fion. Mindful only of his own fafety, he made an ample confeffion of his guilt ; wrote the 
moft abject letters to the cardinal, and condefcended to implore the protection of his 
mother's domeftic. The minifter, whofe vanity was flattered by the humiliation of a 
prince of the blood, haughtily prefcribed the terms of his pardon : while Gallon, in-» 
ftrumental to his own degradation, entreated, as a fignal favour, that he might have 
permiffion to live as a private perfon, without guards, without retinue, without any 
mark of diftinction ; and, to complete the bafenefs of his conduct, he confented to ferve 
as evidence againft his old friend, Cinq-Mars, in whofe crime he was an accomplice. In 
confequence of his teftimony, Cinq-Mars and De Thou were fentenced, by commif- 
fioners appointed by Richelieu to try them, to fuffer decapitation ; and they were ac- 
cordingly executed, on the twenty-fecond of September, the very day on which the 
fentence was prononced. On the morning ot their execution intelligence was received of 
the furrender of Perpignan, and Richelieu apprized the king of both events by a fingle 
and expreflive line : — " Your troops are in Perpignan, and your enemies in the grave." — 
The duke of Bouillon purchafed his pardon by the ceflion of his principality of Sedan. 

During thefe tranfactions, Mary of Medicis had (on the fecond of July) expired 
at Cologne. The laft years of her life had been embittered by the. preffure of warn, 
the difcord of her fons, and the ingratitude of thofe whom, in the hour of her pro- 
sperity, flie had warmly patronized. The reverfe of fortune, experienced by this princefs, 
affords a dreadful inftance of the inftability of human greatnefs : — though daughter to a 
Sovereign prince, and the lifter of an emperor ; wife to a powerful monarch ; mother 
to a king, and to three fcvereign princeffes, fhe was £1 ill deftined to experience — friend- 
lefs and oppreffed — the pangs of indigence and the mifery of exile. Of her character the 
facts we have related will afford the fureft criterion ; it appears to have been compofed 
of qualities which, though apparently contradictory, are often found to exift together, in 
the human mind. Though her conduct to Henry the Great affords giound for fufpi* 
cion, her fufferings cannot fail to excite commiferation. The filial affection which 
Lewis had denied her while living is faid to have been revived on the news of her death : 
and the remorfe he now experienced muff be confidered as a juft punifhment for his injufi 
tice towards a parent, who, whatever might be her failings, could never be accufed of a 
want of tendernefs for her Ion. 

In Germany, the count of Guebriant, with a detachment of French troops, joined t» 
the army of the late duke of Weimar, fuccefsfully checked the progrefs of the Imperial 
arms. Reinforced by four thouCand Hcflians, he befieged and reduced the city of Ord* 
Lngen; he then attacked the Imperialifts, in their camp, at Kemper; and, burlV.ng 
through their entrenchments, purfued his advantage with fuch promptitude and vigour 
that he gained a complete victory. The Imperial general, Lamboi, was taken prifoner, 
together with general Merci, the count of. Laudron, all the colonels in the army, and 
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five thoufand foldiers and fubaltem officers : more than two thoufand of the enemy were 
killed, and all their baggage and artillery were taken s3 . 

On the return of Richelieu to Paris, though his declining health fufficiently warned 
him of his approaching diflblution, he betrayed a greater anxiety to gratify his revenge, 
than to prepare himfelf for a future ftate ; all who were fo unfortunate as to incur his 
fufp icions were configned to imprifonment ; and fo great were his apprehenlions, that, he 
made his guards accompany him to the king's clofet, not thinking himfelf fecure even in 
the royal prefence. At length, however, the hand of death put a flop to all his pro- 
jects ; and the joint efforts of a pleurify and a fever brought him to the grave on the 
fourth of December. 

The pen of many an able hi Mori an has been employed in delineating the character of 
Richel ieu ; but, dazzled by the fplendor of his atchievements, his political talents appear 
to have been over-rated, and his vices not fufficiently pourtrayed. PofTefTed of unlimited 
power, his ability to do good will not be dilputed, but the frequent perverfion of that pow- 
er, for the gratification of hatred or revenge, too plainly indicates the depravity of thofe 
principles by which his conduct was actuated. That he paid little attention to the wel- 
fare and happinefs of the people, over whom he exercifed an ablolute fway, the fan- 
guinary effects of his adminiftration ir.ofl clearly evince ; while he opened to them the 
paths to fcience and renown, he fubverted their privileges, defpoiled them of their rights, 
and robbed them of their freedom; impatient of controul, he eftablifhcd a defpotifm the 
molt odious, and entailed on the nation a curfe, merely to fecure to himfelf the fweets 
of arbitrary power. Impelled by vanity or fwayed by ambition, he braved the ftorms 
of war to balk in the funfhine of victory ; fo that his brows were incircled with 
laurel, he cared not how many graves were (haded with cyprefs. Eager to extend the 
limits of the kingdom, he opprefTed its inhabitants, for the attainment of barren con- 
quells, that could neither promote their felicity nor conduce to their interefts. Re- 
gardlefs of the confequences, he fought to encreafe his own importance, by promoting 
the aggrandizement of his fovereign. 

When bent on the accomplifhment of a favourite fcheme, Richelieu neither fuffered 
probity to guide, nor principle to reftrain his actions : and to this determined perfever- 
ance, joined to the poffeffion of arbitrary power, mult the fuccefs which attended his 
projects be chiefly afcribed. The man who, unchecked by religion, uncontrolled by 
authority, is pofleffed of means commenfurate to his undertakings, can claim little com- 
mendation for attaining the object of his purfuits. To Richelieu, however, muff, not 
be refufed the merit of vigilance, activity, and penetration. He had a comprehenfivc 
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mind, and was capable of forming great defigns. Like moft other minifters, he was in- 
debted, for the origin of his fortune, to a fortuitous combination of favourable circum- 
ftances ; but its confirmation and continuance were indifputably the work of his own 
prudence and understanding. It formed a part of his political fyfiem to fpare neither 
pains nor expence in gaining over to his intereft all perfons of merit, or in effecting 
their ruin when unable to fecure their attachment. Thus he appeared warm in his 
friendfliip, and became implacable in his enmity ; whence thofe on whom he placed a 
reliance had every thing to hope from his bounty, and thofe who oppofed his views 
every thing to dread from his revenge. The features of his countenance and the whole 
of his external appearance befpoke a mildnefs and ferenity of temper ; yet was he fer- 
vent in all his defires, and peculiarly fubjedt to the moft violent ebullitions of love and 
hatred : indeed many of the principal events of his life had their fource in one or other 
of thefe paffions. All the principal nobilitv whom he could not reduce to obedience, 
were either devoted to prifon, exile, or obfeurity ; and he ever chofe to fecure the 
fafety of his perfon and the prefervation of his poft by rigour and by blood, rather 
than truft to the doubtful effects of clemency, moderation, and forbearance. In fhort, 
Richelieu, as a ftatefman, was more able than upright ; as a prieft, neither devout nor 
religious ; and as a man, violent, vindictive, and ungrateful. 

Although the king was inwardly content at being delivered from an imperious minif- 
ter, who had always kept him in a ftate of fubjedtion, he, neverthelefs, appeared to regret 
his lofs, and paid refpect to die recommendations which Richelieu on his death-bed 
had urged in favour of Mazai in. As he found himfelf incompetent to conduct: the af- 
fairs of the ftate without the affiftance of a prime- mihifter, he did not hefitate to choofe 
a man, who, having been formed after the maxims, and by the hands, of Richelieu, 
feemed to hini more proper than any other for conducting bufinefs on the plan eftabliftied 
by his predeceffbr. 

A. D. 1643.] The ft net attention that was paid to the inclinations of Richelieu, 
# whofe influence was fuppofed to have been extinguilhed with his life, excited great fur- 
prize : the king confirmed all thofe parts of the cardinal's will by which he had nomi- 
nated perfons to fucceed to the principal pofts, and moft important offices in the king- 
dom : and the aflonifhment of the public was encreafed at feeing Mazarin, and Chavi- 
gni, and Des Noyers, fecretaries of ftate, appointed members of the privy-council, to the 
exciufion of all other perfons. 

As the cardinal's influence extended beyond the gnve, fo did his refentment. A few . 
days before his death, he had advifed the king to make the parliament regifter a declara- 
tion which he had drawn up for the purpofe of excluding the duke of Orleans from the 
regency of the kingdom, after the deceafe of his brother : and on the evening preceding 
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his diffblution he had put the deed into the king's hands. Lewis, notwithfhnding the 
earncft entreaties of Mademoifelle de Montpenfier, and the urgent folicitations of all 
who had the intereft of Gafton at heart, complied with the will of the minifter, and had 
the deed regiflered in the parliament in the month of December. Thus the duke was 
almofl the only perfon who remained frrrificed to the animofity of the cardinal; for all 
the officers whom the policy of the minifter had banifhed, were recalled by the clemency 
of the king. 

Chavigni, however, who was chancellor to the duke of Orleans, found means to intereft, 
Mazarin in behalf of his royal highnofs ; and the joint efforts of thefe minifters were fuc- 
cefsfully exerted in perfuading the king to recall his brother to court. The obje£l of Maza- 
rin, in efpoufing the caufe of Gallon, was to procure for himfelf fome fupport againftthe 
party of the queen, who, he imagined, muft neceffarily hold him in deteftation, as having 
been the principal confident of her perfecutor, Richelieu. The reconciliation between. 
Lewis and the duke bore every mark of finceiity ; and the former revoked the declaration 
he had cauled to be regiftered in the parliament for excluding Gallon from the regency. 
This event was followed by the releafe of marefchals BalTompierre and Vitri, and the 
count of Cramail, whom Richelieu had committed to the Baftile. Marefchal D'Eftrecs 
alfo obtained permiffion to return to court ; as did Baradas, and the duke of Saint Simon, 
who had formerly enjoyed a great portion of the king's favour; and the duchefs-dowager 
of Guife, who had retired to Florence.' 

The health of Lewis was obferved daily to decline, and the rapid progrefs of difeafe 
refitted all the arts of the faculty: a flow fever inceffantly hung upon him ; and his 
body exhibited the fymptoms of gradual but certain decay. Mazarin and Chavigni, aware 
of his approaching dilTolution, moft fhenuoiifly urged him to regulate his affairs, while 
it was yet in his power to chufe that form of government which was moft proper for 
excluding from the adrniniffration thofe perfons whom he fufpefted of difaffecTion to 
the ftate. Lewis could not prevail on himfelf to declare the queen regent, nor yet re- 
folve to divide the regency between her and his brother. The fufpicions which he had 
formerly entertained of his confort, and which he had never been able to banifh from 
his mind, kept him in a continual ftate of miftruft with regard to her. His prejudice, 
in this refpecl, was fo great, that when Chavigni went one day from the queen to requeft 
he would pardon any part of her conduct that might have given him offence, and to dif- 
claim all knowledge of the crimes and machinations that had been laid to her charge, 
Lewis replied — " 7m my prefent Jituation it is my duty to forgive, but not to believe her.'* 
His fufpicions of Gafton were equally ftrong, fo that he, probably, would never have 
been perfuaded to make any regulation favourable to them, had not Mazarin and Cha- 
vigni deviled an expedient, which feemed likely to prevent either of them from abufing 
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the power with which they were entruftcd s4 . This was a propofal fo to limit the au- 
thority of Anne of Auftria and the duke of Orleans, that they could do nothing without 
the advice of a council to be eftablifhed for that purpofe. 

In fact, the king, by a declaration, bearing date the nineteenth of April, 1643, ordain- 
ed, that the queen fhould he regent, and that to her fhould be entrufted the education of 
his children, and the government of the kingdom ; and that his brother, the duke of 
Oi leans, fhould be lieutenant-general to the infant monarch, under the authority ot the 
queen: but that neither Anne nor Gallon fhould do any thing without the advice of 
the fovercign council of regency, to be compofed of his couuns, the piince ot Coude, 
and cardinal Mazarin; and of the fieurs Seguier, chancelloi of France liouthilher, fu- 
perintendant of the finances, and Chavigni, fecretary oi i^ ( e. Of this declaration it 
was faid, that if it were invented by Mazarin and Chgrvigni, ey had taken particular 
care to render if acceptable to the king, who believed his coi Trt to be incapable of at- 
tending to bulniefs, and too warmly attached to the houfe of Auftria. That prince fs, 
however, fjgned it without hefitation, and her example was followed by the duke of Or- 
leans. Having been read, in the king's chamber, in the prefence of the principal 
nobility and chief officers of flate, it was fent to the parliament, and there duly verified 
and regiftered. 

The ceremony of chriftening the dauphin, which had been hitherto deferred, was per- 
formed on the twenty-firft of April, when cardinal Mazarin and the princtls ot Condc 
flood fponfors to the infant prince, who received the name of Lewis. When the dau- 
phin returned to his tather's chamber, the king afked him his name, M I am Lewis the 
" Fourteenth" faid the child: " Not yet, my fon, not yet," replied his father, who be- 
trayed more uneafinefs than the occafion teemed to j unify. 

Lewis now prepared to meet, with firm compofure, the laft fcene of human grcatnefs, 
and of human mik-ry. He expired, on the fourteenth of May, in the forty-fecond year 
oi his age, and the thirty-third of his reign. In the character of this prince, no tlrong 
nor prominent features are to be difcerned : the afcendancy which he luffered Riche- 
lieu ro acquire over his mind threw him fo far into the back ground of tne political pic- 
ture, that he appears engaged in the performance of a fubordinate part in the hiftory of 
his own reign. Content to adopt the paffionsand the vices of his minifter, he muft nc- 
ceflarily incur the cenfurc they extort. His acquiefcence in the fchemes of the cardinal, 
whom he neither efteemed nor liked, affords a tufficicnt proof that they were congenial 
to his own fentiments, and plainly indicates that both Lewis and Richelieu were actu- 
ated by the tame fpirit of ambition and perfonal aggrandizement The many violations 
of law, pervci lions of jufticc, and acts of cruelty, which marked this era of defpotifvn, 
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fhew the epithet Jujl, which the voice of fuperftition 5S beftowed on Lewis the Thir- 
teenth, to have been grofly mifapplied. 



During this reign, in the year 1620, Lucilio Vanini, an Italian pb'ilofopher, was fen- 
tenced, by the parliament of Touloufe, to have his tongue cut out, ami afterwards to 
be committed to the flames, for having endeavoured to propagate principles deftrudtive 
of religion, and favourable to the eftablifhment of Atheifm. In the month of March, 
in the fame year, a Jewefs underwent a fimilar punifliment for various acts of pro- 
fanation. 

John Francis de Gondf (afterwards cardinal Retz), who was tranflated to the diocefe 
of Paris, in 1622, was the firft archb'ifhop of that capital, which was then detached from 
the province of Sens, and erected into an archbifhoprick, by pope Gregory the Fifteenth, 
at the folicitation of Lewis the Thirteenth. 

In 161 1, father Michaelis, a Dominican monk, obtained permiflion, from the general of 
his order, to eftablifh, at Paris, a convent of Reformed Preaching Friars. He firft re- 
tired to a private houfe, behind the church of Saint Andrew des Arcs, with a few monks 
who had followed him; but their number augmenting, their general, father Galamin, 
obtained letters-patent, in September, 161 1, by which the king gave leave to father Mi- 
chaelis to build a new monaftery. This eftablifhment, however, though fanctionecl by 
the bifhop of Paris, was difputed by the prior and fyndic of the convent in the ltreet of 
Saint Jacques ; but after many difputes, which lafted upwards of a year, the permiflion 
was confirmed by a fentence of the parliament of Paris. Many perfons of confequence 
contributed to the eflablifhment by fupplying father Michaelis with money to purchafe 
feveral houfes in the fuburb of Saint Honore, which flood on the fpot now occupied by 
the monaftery of the Reformed Jacobines. 1 

The bare-fooled Cannes having obtained permiflion from Mary of Medicis, during her 
regency, to eftablifh themfelves at Paris, the fieur Vivian, mafler of accompts, purchal- 
ed for them a garden, in the Rue Vaugirard, where they began, in 1603, to build the 
monaftery, and the beautiful church, which are ftill to be feen there. 

The fame year, the fieur de la Tour having bequeathed to the Capuchins a houfe 

5*' Vittorio Siri, a contemporary writer, whom we have often had occafion to qviote, informs us that this epithet 
was beftowed on Lewis, at bis birth, becaufe he was born under the fign of The Balance. 
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and clofe in the fuburb of Saint Jacques ; thofe monks, with the affiilance of other 
charitable perfons, began to build a convent on the fpot. 

Mary L'Huilicr, lady of Saint Beure, having, alfo procured leave to erect a monaf- 
teiy for maids and widows, to be employed in the inftruclion of young females, built, in 
the fame fuburb, the convent of the Urfulines, fo called, becaufe they took Saint Urfula 
for their patronefs. 

The congregation of the Holy Virgin, eftablifhed for the fame purpofe, had been fet 
on foot a few years before, at Bourdeaux, under the patronage of a widow lady, of the 
name of Leftonac ; but it was co mpleri d, during this reign, by Francis de Sales, bifhop 
of Geneva, who transferred the eftai lifhment to Annecy, and prefcribed rules for their 
obfervance. Thefe ladies were afterwards cloiftered, and were obliged to admit into their 
order young women of delicate or infirm conftitutions, who were unable to fupport the 
rigour of orders more ftridt and auftere. 

But the efrablifhment in which Lewis and his mother mod interefted themfelves, was 
that of The Congregation of the Priejis of the Oratory, of which father Berulle was the 
firft projector. By letters-patent, granted by Lewis the Thirteenth to Berulle, and 
verified in parliament, on the fourth of December, 16 12, this congregation was ho- 
noured with the appellation of a royal foundation ; and the queen regent, by other letters, 
declared herfelf its foundrefs. On the death of cardinal de Joyeufe, father Berulle pur- 
chafed his manfion, then called the Hotel du Bouchage, and transferred his congregation 
thither from a private houfe, which they had hitherto occupied, in the fuburb of Saint 
Jacques. The king fixed on their church, as a chapel for the palace of the Louvre, 
and chofe the priefts of the Oratory for his chaplains. The exemplary conduct: of the 
members of this congregation induced feveral bifhops to procure them eftablifhments in 
their refpe&ive diocefes. Cardinal Retz gave them the abbey of Saint Magloire, in the 
fuburb of Saint Jacques, and obtained the grant of an adjoining building, which they 
converted into a feminary. 

Mary of Medicis contributed, by her bounty, to the erection of various hofpitals in 
the metropolis, for the reception of the poor. As foon as thefe were finifhed, the parlia- 
ment (on the fifteenth of September, 1613), publifhed an arret, ordering all beggars, 
who were not natives of Paris and its diflridt, to repair to the places of their birth, and 
exhorting all others to apply themfelves to fome profeffion by which they might gain 
a fubfi fiance ; in failure whereof, eight days after the publication of the arret, they 
wen: to be confined in one of the, hofpitals, there to obey the commands of the 
governors. 
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In 1614, the order of Knights of the Holy Magdalen was inftituted by a gentleman, 
named John Chefnel, lord of La Chappronaye. The knights made a vow to renounce 
all duels and private quarrels. But though the privy council fanctioned the eftablifh- 
ment by their approbation, it did not fucceed. Chefnel himfelf retired to a hermitage, at 
the extremity of the foreft of Fontainebleau, where he pafTed the remainder of his days 
in acts of penitence, under the name of The Pacific Hermit of Saint Mary Magdalen. In 
16 15, the order of Knights of Jcfus Maria was inftituted by Paul the Fifth. 

In 1618, Antoinette D'Orleans, daughter to Lewis, duke of Longueville, founded, 
at Poitiers, a convent of Nuns of The Calvary, who profeffed to follow the ancient rules 
of Saint Benedict. 

In the reign of Lewis the Thirteenth, the forces of France did not exceed eighty 
thoufand effective men. Her navy, which, on his acceflion, he found annihilated, was 
fomewhat reftored by Richelieu. The revenue of Lewis amounted to about eighty-five 
millions of livres. Commerce was confined to a few perfons, and the police of the 
kingdom was wholly neglected — a fure fign of a bad adminiftration. Richelieu, intent 
on his own aggrandizement, attached to that of the ftate, had begun to render France 
formidable abroad, but not flourifhing at home. The high roads, neither watched nor 
repaired, were infefted with robbers ; and the ftreets of Paris, narrow, ill-paved, and co- 
vered with filth, were filled with thieves. 

A fpirit of difcord and faction had extended throughout the kingdom, and infected all 
the fmaller towns and corporate bodies: every thing became an object of difpute, be- 
caufe nothing was fettled by rule : even the inhabitants of the different parifhes in the me- 
tropolis frequently came to blows, and religious proceffions often engaged in hoftilities, 
for the honour of their refpective banners. The canons of Notre- Dame had been re- 
peatedly feen to encounter their brethren of the Holy Chapel ; and on the very day (in 
the year 1638) when Lewis, influenced by the fuperftitious fpirit of the age, fubmitted 
his kingdom to the protection of the Holy Virgin, the magiftrates of the parliament, and 
of the chamber of accompts, fought for precedency, in the cathedral of Notre-Dame. 
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A. D. 1643 to 1647.] ON the very day of his father's death, Lewis the Four- 
teenth, then only in his fifth year, was proclaimed king, with the ufual ceremonies, and 
three days after he went to the parliament, to hold his bed of juftice, for the firft time. 
In vain had the late monarch adopted fuch meafures as to him appeared neceflary for 
limiting the power of the regent, after his deceafe : no fooner were his eyes clofed, than 
the queen haftened to Paris, with a refolution to releafe herfelf from the (hackles im- 
pofed upon her by a declaration which, becaufe it placed bounds to her authority, fhe 
deemed injurious to her honour. Having previoufly gained over the duke of Orleans 
and the prince of Conde, by the prom'tfe of honours and rewards, Anne of Auftria af- 
fembled the parliament, on the eighteenth of May, and procured a formal arret, which 
annulled the declaration, and inverted her with unlimited powers. The duke of Orleans 
was fuffered to retain his title of lientenant-general of the kingdom, and the prince of 
Conde that of chief of the council, in the abfence of his royal highnefs ; but the choice 
of members of the council, as well as all real authority, became vefted in the queen, 
who foon refigned herfelf to the influence of cardinal Mazarin. 

Although the fpirit of Richelieu may juftly be faid to have reigned after the death 
of that minifter, whofe relations and dependents ftill occupied the moll important pofts 
in the kingdom, yet a material difference fubfifted between the two governments ; what 
the one had accomplifhcd by the means of violence and tenor, the other eft'e&ed by 
mildnefs and fincffe. This difference proceeded from the different difpofitions of the 
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two cardinals, whofe object, indeed, was the fame — to render their own adminiftration. 
abfolute, and the king's power arbitrary. Richelieu has been accufed, and juflly, of 
having fubverted all the forms of juftice, and eftablifhed the royal will as the fovereign 
arbiter of life and property 1 . This immoderate power continued to fubfift, in the admi- 
niftration of the finances, after his death; and the oppreffive extortions and defpotic conduct 
of the fuperintendant Emeri ferved as a pretext not only for interrupting the tranquil- 
lity, but for endangering the very exiftence, of the ftate. The firft year of the regen- 
cy pafled fmoothly on ; and Mazarin, who had the principal management of affairs, con- 
fined his attention, at the outfet of his adminiftration, to the acquifition of friends. 

Anne of Auflria was obliged to continue the war againfl her brother, Philip the 
Fourth, king of Spain, for whom flie had a fincere affection. The principal efforts were 
made on the fide of Flanders. The Spaniards marched from the frontiers of Hainault, 
with an army of fix-and-twenty thoufand men, conducted by an experienced general, 
named Francifco de Melos. They ravaged the frontiers of Champagne; attacked the 
town of Rocroi, and thought of penetrating to the very gates of the capital, as they had 
done eighty years before. The death of Lewis the Thiiteenth, and the necefTary weak- 
nefs of a minority, tended to revive their hopes ; and when they found themfelves op- 
pofed by an inferior army, commanded by a youth of twenty-one, their confidence en- 
creafed, and their hopes were changed into certainty. 

This inexperienced youth, whom the Spaniards treated with fuch contempt, was Lewis 
of Bourbon, then duke of Enghien, afterwards fo celebrated under the appellation of 
the Great Conde. Moft great commanders have acquired their fkill by degrees, but 
this prince was born a general ; the art of war feem'ed in him to be an inftinct of na- 
ture 1 ; he and the Swedifh general, Torftenfon, were the only examples Europe could 
afford of perfons who, at the age of twenty, poffeffed that plenitude of genius which 
requires not the aid of experience. 

The duke of Enghien had, with the news of the king's death, received orders not to 
rifk a battle ; and the marefchal L'Hopital, who had been aflignedhim as a monitor and 
a guide, feconded by his circumfpection the ordersof the minifter. But the duke neither 
regarded the advice of the marefchal, nor the commands of the court ; he only commu- 
nicated his intention to camp-marefchal Gaffion, an officer worthy of his confidence; and 
their joint arguments overcame the repugnance of L'Hopital, and convinced him of 
the neceffity of forcing the enemy to raife the fiege of Rocioi. 

On the nineteenth of May, 1643, the battle of Rocroi was fought : to the fuperior 
fkill if the duke of Enghien were the French folely indebted for their victory ; to that 

1 Msmoires de la Minorice. 1 Slide de Louis XIV. par Voltaire, torn. i. p. 264. edit.en?vo. 



X x a 



coup- 



34? 



HISTORY OF FRANCE. 



[1647. 



coup-d'oeil which at once perceived the danger and the means of preventing it; and to 
that activity, exempt from confufion, which carried him in a moment wherever his pre- 
fence was requifite. It was he who firft ventured to charge with horfe the Spanifh in- 
fantry, till then deemed invincible ; to attack thofe veteran bands, as powerful and as 
compact as the renowned phalanx of the ancients, and which opened their ranks, with 
an agility unknown to the Greeks and Romans, in order to admit thediicharge of eigh- 
teen pieces of cannon, enclofed in their center. The duke furrounded thefe troops, and 
charged them three times, before he could pierce their ranks; but no foonerwashe affured 
of vidtory, than he put a flop to the carnage, and took as much pains, after the a£tion, 
to fave the enemy, as he had before exerted to fubdue them. The count of Fuentes, 
who commanded the Spanifh infantry, perifhed in the field, covered with wounds; the 
duke of Enghien, when apprized of his fate, obferved, that if he had not conquered, he 
fhould have wiflied to die like him. Six thoufand Spaniards were killed ; fix hundred 
taken prifoners, and the whole of their artillery, with one hundred and feventy pair of 
colours, fell into the hands of the French 3 . 

This victory ufhered in the glory of the French nation, together W'th that of Conde, 
who haftened to improve the advantage he had gained. His letters induced the court to 
refolve on the fiege of the ftrong fortrefs of Thionville, in the duchy of Luxemburgh, 
which Richelieu had not dared to rifk.and which Mazarin, himfelf, wasaverfe from un- 
dertaking : but the majority of votes prevailed in the council, and, on the return of the 
meflenger, difpatched by the duke to obtain the defired permifTion, every thing was pre- 
pared for the expedition. On the eighteenth of June the duke appeared before the place, 
and the operations were conducted with fuch vigour and effect, that all the outworks 
were canicd, and the garrifon reduced to the ncceffity of capitulating on the tenth 
of Auguft. 

The town of Cirq next yielded to the arms of the victorious Enghien, who, driving 
the Germans before him, palled the Rhine, and haflened to repair the loffes and defeats 
which the French had fuftained in thofe quarters, after the death of .m^ffcfchal Guebri- 
ant, who was killed at the fiege of Rotwiel. He found Fribourg in the hands of the 
enemy, and general Merci encamped beneath its walls, with an army fuperior to his own. 
Enghien had under him two marefchals of France, Grammont and Turenne, the latter 
of whom had lately attained to that dignity, after fuccefsfully ferving againft the Spa- 
niards in Piedmont, where he laid the foundation of that fplendid reputation which he 
afterwards eftablifhed. 

3 Hiftoire de France, fous les Regne Ae Louis XIV. par de Larrey, torn. i. p. 90.— Contin. de Mezerai, 
com. ii. p. 4- 
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Enghien, amrted by thefe generals, attacked the enemy's camp, ndvnntngeoufly 
ported and rtrongly entrenched. On three fucceflive days the combat was renewed with 
additional ardour: at length the fkill and valour of the trench, on this occafion not lefs 
perfevering than impetuous, prevailed. The duke of Enghien, it is faid, threw his ftafF 
of command into the enemy's entrenchments, then placing himfclf at the head of the 
regiment of Conti, recovered it fword in hand. The Sattle of Fribourg, begun on the 
thirty-flrft of Auguft, 1644, was more bloody than deci/ ve. Merci, however, decamped 
four days after, and Philipfburgh and Mentz, with the forts on the Rhine, formed at 
once the proof and the fruits of the victory. 

After the fatigues of the campaign the duke of Enghien returned to Paris, to receive 
the acclamations of the people, and a Ik for rewards from the court. He left the com- 
mand of his army to marefchal Turenne ; but that general, in fpite of his abilities, was 
defeated at Mariendal, in April, 1645. No fooner was intelligence of this difafter re- v 
ceived at Paris, than the duke flew to the army, and to the glory of again commanding 
Turenne joined that of repairing his defeat. He attacked the Imperialifts in the 
plains of Nordlingen, on the third of Auguft, 1645, and, after an obftinate conflict, ob- 
tained a complete victory. Marefchal Grammont, indeed, was taken pri loner ; but, on 
the other fide, general Glen, the fecond in command, fell into the hands of the French, 
with thirteen hundred of his men; and Merci himfelf was among the number of the 
flain, which amounted to three thoufand. This general, juftly confidered as one 
of the firft commanders of the age, was interred near the field of battle, and on his tomb 
was engraven the following fliort, but expreffive, infeription — Sta Viator, Heroem 
calcas, — Stop, Traveller, you tread upon a hero. 

In Flanders, the duke of Orleans reduced Gravelines, Mardyke, and Courtrai, 
with feveral other towns ; and, in the enfuing campaign, the duke of Enghien con- 
firmed all the advantages obtained in that quarter, by the reduction of the important 
fortrefs of Dunkirk, which furrendered to the French, in light of the Spanifh army, on 
the feventh of October, 1646. 

But this fplendid career of glory, inrteadof exciting the gratitude, awakened the jea- 
loufy of the court; and, by the envy of Mazarin, he was detached into Catalonia with 
a feeble and ill- provided army. By the death of his father he had fucceeded to the title 
of prince of Conde, which he dignified by the epithet of Great, deferved by his 
actions, and conferred by the gratitude of an admiring people; but his flender force 
allowed him not, on that theatre, to rival his former actions, and he was compelled to 
raife the fiege of Leri'da, which had been fucceffively and ineffectually attacked by the 
marefchal de la Mothe Houdancourt, and the count of Grammont. 

The archduke Leopold, brother to the emperor, Ferdinand the Third, having en- 
tered Flanders, and recovered feveral of the places which had been reduced in the pre- 
ceding 
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ceding campaigns, it was deemed expedient to fend the prince of Conde to oppofe him. 
The prince accordingly opened the campaign of 1648 by the fiege of Ypres, which he 
took on the twenty-eighth of May. The archduke, in return, reduced the towns of 
Courtrai, and Furnes, with the caftle of Eterre, after which he proceeded to in veft the 
city of Lens, in the province of Artois. The prince, though his army was confidera- 
bly weakened by ficknefs, marched to the relief of the place, which, however, fur- 
rendered before his arrival. But as the archduke, intent on purfuing his advantage, 
was endeavouring to make an irruption into France, the prince threw himfelf in his 
way, and, watching the opportunity when the enemy's cavalry were feparated from 
their infantry, led on his men to the attack. As they approached the foe Conde ex- 
claimed — " Friends, remember Rocroi, Fribourg, and Nord/t/igcn." The battle of Lens, 
fought on the tenth of Auguft, 1648, completed the glory of Conde : Turenne, oa 
that day, had the honour of affording effectual afliftance to the prince, and of contri- 
buting to a victory which might have tended to his own humiliation. He difengaged 
the marefchal Grammont, who commanded the left, wing, which was hard preffed by 
the enemy; and he took general Beck prifoner. The archduke and the count of 
Fuenfaldagne with difficulty efcaped : the Imperialifts and Spaniards, who compofed 
this army, were totally difpeifed ; they loft more than a hundred pair of colours and 
thirty-eight pieces of cannon : five thoufand of them were taken pnloners ; three thou- 
fand flain, and the reft deferted, fo that the archduke was left without an army. Since 
the foundation of the monarchy, the French had never gained fo many lucceflive vic- 
tories, nor ever difplayed 10 much conduct and courage. 

While the prince of Conde was thus treading in the path of glory ; and the duke of 
Orleans endeavouring to follow his example ; the vifcount of Turenne, had, (in 1644) 
reduced Landau, expelled the Spaniards from Treves, and reftored the elector. In 
1647, he gained, in conjunction with the Swedes, the battles of Lavingen and Som- 
merhaufen, and conflrained the duke of Bavaria to quit his dominions, at the age of' 
fourfcore. 

# The count of Harcourt took Balaguier in (1645) and defeated the Spaniards, who 
alfo loft the town of Portolongone, in Italy. In the fucceeding year twenty French 
JTiips and as many gallies, forming nearly the whole of the navy re-eftablifhed by 
Richelieu, obtained a victory over t he Spanifb. fleet on the Italian coaft. Nor was this 
all : the French arms had completed the expulfion of Charles the Fourth from the duchy 
of Lorraine, and that imprudent prince had the misfortune to fee himfelf at once deprived 
of his territory by the French, and detained a prifoner by the Spaniards. The ailies 
of France continued to prefs the houfe of Auftria, on the fouth and north : the P. i tu- 
guefe general, the duke ot Albuquerque, defeated the Spaniards at the battle of Badajuz, 
in May 1644: and in the month of March in the following year, Torftenfon, the Swe- 
dish commander, obtained a complete victory over the Imperialifts, in the viciniry of 

Tabor :— 
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Tabor: — the prince of Orange, too, at the head of the Dutch, penetrated into the heart 
of Brabant. 

The king of Spain, defeated on all fides, beheld Rouflillon and Catalonia in the 
hands of the French. Naples, too, had revolted againff. his power, and acknowledged 
the authority of the duke of Guife — the laft prince of the elder branch of that illuftri- 
ous houfe. Had the duke proved fuccefsful, he would have acquired the appellation of 
hero; but, failing in his enterprize, he was treated as an audacious adventurer: he 
had, however, the glory, at leaf!, of making his way, in a fmall bark, through the Spa- 
nifTi fleet, and of defending Naples, againff. the forces of Spain, with no other afliftance 
than what his courage fupplied. 

The fuccefs of her enemies at length influenced Spain to the adoption of pacific fen- 
timents ; and, unable to fubdue her revolted fubjedts in the Netherlands, (lie confented 
to grant that freedom /lie could no longer withhold. The Dutch, on their part, an- 
xious to confirm the advantages their courage had fecured, agreed to a feparate peace, 
which was accordingly figned on the thirtieth of January, 1648 ; notwithftanding the 
efforts of Mazarin to prevent its conclufion. By this treaty the Catholick king ac- 
knowledged the independence of the United- Provinces, and refigned all pretenfions 
thereto, as well for himfelf as his fucceflbrs ; and it was ftipulated that both the contract- 
ing parties fhould retain poffeffion of all the places they then held, with their territories 
and dependencies. 

This treaty was followed by another, concluded at Munfter, on the twenty-fourth 
of October, between France and the empire; by which the latter ceded to the former 
the bifihopricks of Metz, Toul and Verdun, with all pretenfions to Pignerol, Brifac, 
and Alface. The emperor alfo permitted the French to retain a garrifon in Philiplhurg 
• and Pomerania 4 . 

Peace, even had it been concluded on terms lefs advantageous to France and her allies, 
was eflentially requifite to the eftablifhment of domeftic tranquillity, which, during 
the operations of war, had been interrupted by the rage of contending factions. Anne 
of Auftria, in whom the dignity of regent had been confirmed by the unanimous voice 
of the nation, had rendered cardinal Mazarin abfolute mafter of the kingdom, and of 
herfelf. This minifter had acquired over Anne that afcendancy which a mnn of addrefs 
will ever maintain over a woman born with weaknefs enough to fubmit to be governed, 
and firmnefs fufficient to prefevere in her choice. The cardinal, at firft, exerted his 
power with moderation, and having obferved the difguft which the pride of his predecef- 



* Contin. de Mezerai, torn. ii. p. 68. — De Larrey, torn. i. p. 441, 441. 
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for had excited, he had recourfe to :r> oppofiteJine of conJuft, and affected a degree of 
humility ill-fuited to the fiation he hlkil. The queen was anxious to render her ad- 
mi 11 i drat ion and her perfon dear to the people, and ilie fucceeded in the attempt ; while 
the duke of Orleans and the prince of Conuc fupported her power, and feemed only- 
zealous to fervc the llate. 

New taxes became necefTary for fupporting the war againft the united forces of the 
houfe of Auftria: but the finances of France were unfortunately reduced to the fame 
wretched ftate of confufion, whence the zeal and ability of the duke of Sully had ex- 
tricated them. Ignorance and extortion pervaded every department of the revenue, and 
the welfare of the ftate was facrificed to the avarice of individuals. A Siennefe pealant, 
named Particelli Emeri, had been promoted to the important poft of fuperintendant: 
the mind of this man was meaner than his birth, and his affected pomp, and extreme de- 
bauchery, rouzed the refentment of the nation. The modes he invented tor railing 
money were, at once, burdenfome and ridiculous. He created offices of comptrollers of fag- 
gots, fworn venders of hay, and king ' s councillors criers of wine \ and lie put patents of no- 
bility up to fale. But what gave moft offence and excited the greateft difcontent was 
the retention of eighty thouland livres out of the falaries of the judges. 

It may eafily be conceived how much the minds of men were irritated againft two 
foreigners, who had come to France, without fortune, to enrich themfelves at the ex- 
pence of the nation. The parliament of Paris, the mailers of requefts, and members of 
other courts, formed a party againft the minifter. In vain did Mazarin deprive his con- 
fident, Emeri, of the poft of fuperintendant, and banifh him to one of his eftates ; the 
very circumftance of his having an eftate in France encreafed their indignation, and Ma- 
zarin became an object of abhorrence, although employed, at the time, in completing the 
great work of the peace of Munfter. 

The parliament of Paris refufed to regifter the edicts iflued for the purpofe of railing 
pecuniary fupplies, and, by perpetually thwarting the defigns of the minifter, the ma- 
gi H rates acquired the confidence of the people. The malecontents did not, at firft, 
proceed to open revolt ; it was only by degrees that their minds contracted the neceffary 
degree of irritation for that purpofe. The populace may fly to arms in a moment, and 
fix on a chief, as the Neapolitans did ; but magiftrates and ftatefmen proceed with 
more deliberation, and begin by paying attention to decency and decorum, as far as the 
fpirit of party will permit them. 

The parliament loudly demanded the abolition of the office of intendant, which had 
been inftituted by Lewis the Thirteenth, and was confidered by the people as calculated 
for the encouragement of exactions. They went ftill farther, for, affuming to themfelves 
the legiflati ve power, they aboliflied the office by an arret of their own, publiflied on 

the 
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the eighteenth of May, 1648, ordering the attornies-general of the different diftricls to 
proceed againft the intendants. The queen yielded to the torrent fhe was afraid to op- 
pofe, and offered to difmifs all the intendants in the kingdom, except three, hut they 
refufed to let her retain any. 

I 

During this confufion, the prince of Conde gained the celebrated victory of Lens ; 
and when the news of the event reached Paris, the king, then only in his eleventh year, 
exclaimed, " The parliament will be forry for it." This expreffion fufficiently lhewed the 
parliament were confidered by the court merely as an affembly of rebels. 

Impreffed with this idea, the queen, and her minifter, refolved to feize three of the 
moft obftinate members, Novion Blancmenil, and Charton, two of the prefidents, and 
Brouffel, one of the inferior judges : thefe men were not leaders of the party, but in- 
ftruments employed by the leaders for effecting their purpofes. Charton, a man of a 
confined underftanding, was diftinguifhed by the appellation of " Prefident I fay that," 
becaufe, whenever called on for his opinion, he began and concluded his fpeech with 
thofe words. Brouffel had nothing to recommend him but his grey hairs, his hatred 
of the minifter, and the reputation of always oppofing the meafures of the court, what- 
ever they were. He was defpifed by his brethren, but idolized by the populace. 

Infiead of carrying them off without noife, in the night-time, the cardinal was of 
opinion that it would have a better effect on the minds of the people if they were ar- 
retted publickly and in open day : he accordingly chofe the very time when the people 
were finging Te Deum in the cathedral for the victory of Lens, and when the guards 
were bringing into the church the feventy-three pair of colours which had been taken 
from the enemy at that battle. This miftaken idea proved the caufe of a civil war. 
Charton found means to efcape ; Blancmenil was fecured without trouble; but the at- 
tempt to arreft Brouffel excited an infunection. An old female fervant, feeing her 
mafter forced into a carriage by Comminges, lieutenant of the body-guard, raifed a mob, 
who furrounded the coach, and, after breaking it to pieces, would have refcued the pri- 
foner, but for the arrival of the French guards, who difperfed them, and conducted 
Brouffel to Sedan. The people irritated by oppofition flew to arms; the fhops were 
immediately fhut ; the chains were fixed acrofs the ends of the ftreets ; the barricades 
of the league were revived; and four hundred thoufand voices called out Liberty and 
Brouffel * ! 

During the night the queen ordered two thoufand troops, that were quartered at a 
Ihort diflance from the metropolis, to march to Paris to the afliftance of the king's 
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houfhold. The next day, the chancellor Seguier was attacked, by the people, as he was 
repairing to the parliament, attended by the officers of the police, with a view to an- 
null the arrets of the court ; he was dragged out of his carriage ; the populace fired at 
the Swifs guards who were condu&ing him to a place of fafety ; feveral of his attendants 
were killed, and his daughter-in-law, the duchefs of Sully, who was with him at th» 
time, received a wound in her arm. Two hundred barricadoes were formed in an in- 
ftant, and reached within a hundred yards of the palace. The foldiers, after feeing a 
few of their comrades fall, retreated and fufFered the citizens to do what they pleafed. 
The parliament marched in a body to the palace, and demanded the releafe of their bre- 
then i while the queen, at a lofs how to ad, and juftly fearful for her own fafety, was 
compelled to comply with their requeft. 

The coadjutor, afterwards the cardinal of Retz, boafted of having himfelf armed all 
Paris that day, which was called the day of the Barricadoes. This extraordinary man was 
the firft prelate who had excited a civil war in France without having recourfe to the 
ufual pretext of religion. He has given a defcription of himfelf in his Memoirs, which 
are written with an air of grandeur, an impetuofity of genius, and an inequality of 
ftyle and compofition, which form a juft emblem of his conduit. He was a man, 
who concealed, beneath the garb of an ecclefiaftic, adifpofition fuited toenmps and courts ; 
licentious in his manners, and profligate in his morals, he had courted and acquired 
popularity, which he employed for engaging the parliament in cabals, and exciting the 
people to fedition. 

The queen, infulted in the metropolis, publicly accufed by the people of facrificing 
the welfare of the ftate to her friendfhip for Mazarin, and expofed to the malignant 
pleafantry of the Parifians, who dared to impeach her integrity, found herfelf reduced 
to the neceffity of feeking refuge elfewhere. Accompanied by her children, her mi- 
nifter, the duke of Orleans, and the Great Conde, fhe withdrew to Saint-Germain, 
where moft of the court were obliged to fleep upon ftraw. The jewels of the crown 
were pledged to procure them fubfiftance ; and the king himfelf was frequently in want 
©f neceflaries. The pages of his bed-chamber were difmifled, from inability to fupply 
them with food ; the aunt of Lewis, daughter to Henry the Great, and wife to the 
king of England, w1ro had fled for fhelter to France, was there reduced to the extremes 
of wretchednefs ; and her daughter, who afterwards married the king's brother, was 
compelled to remain in bed, from want of fire to warm her ; while the people of Paris, 
frantic with rage, beheld the fufterings of thefe illuftrious perfonages with pleafure. 

Anne of Auftria, whofe fenfe, goodnefs, and perfonal accomplifhments were the theme 
of univerfal praifc, had been conftantly unhappy fince her firft arrival in France : long 
treated as a criminal by her hufband, and perlecuted by Richelieu, lhe had feen her 
papers feized and had been obliged, in full council, to fign an acknowledgment of her 
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guilt. When fhe was delivered of Lewis the Fourteenth, her hufband refufed to com- 
ply with the cftablifhed cuftom of embracing his wife ; and this affront had fuch an ef- 
fect on her health, that her life was in imminent danger. And to crown her misfortunes, 
after having loaded with favours all who implored her affiftance, fhe now found herfelf 
oxpelled from the capital by a people at once flighty and furious. 

The regent, with tears in her eyes, befought the prince of Condc to become the pro- 
tector of his fovereign : and the vidlor of Rocroi, Fribourg, Nordlingen, and Lens, 
*»as flattered with the honour of defending a court which he deemed ungrateful, againft 
the Fronde 6 which fought his fupport. His brother, the prince of Conti, envious of 
his reputation, but unable to equal him, and the dukes of Longueville, Beaufort and 
Bouillon, animated by the turbulent fpirit of the coadjutor, and eager after novelty, 
hoping to build their own greatnefs on the ruins of the ftate, and to render the blind 
movements of the parliament fubfcrvient to their own private views, offered their fervices 
to the Fronde. The parliament proceeded to the nomination of generals for an army 
which as yet did not exift. . 

A. D. 1649.] The magiftrates foon eftablifhed a revenue for raifing troops, and fup- 
porting the war; and it is worthy of remark, that thefe very men, who had fo loudly ex-^ 
claimed againft the impofition of taxes levied for the defence of the country againft a 
foreign enemy, voluntarily fubmitted to contributions of fifty times the amount, for the 
fake of plunging the nation into anarchy and confufion. Ten millions of livres were 
the amount of their fubfcriptions : they publifhed an arret, ordering the" feizure of all 
mqpey belonging to the partifans of the court ; and twelve hundred thoufand livres were 
the fruits of this depredation. By another arret of the parliament, twelve thoufand 
men were levied: every houfe, with a court- yard before it, enclofed with a gate, was 
compelled to furnifh a man and horfe, and the regiment thus raifed was denominated 
the cavalry des porta cochtrcs. The Coadjutor himfelf raifed a regiment which, from his 
titular archbifhoprick, was called the regiment of Corinth., 

But for the evil confequences which mud inevitably refult from all civil commotions, 
this war of the Fronde would have been a proper object of ridicule. Conde, with eight 
thoufand troops, inverted a city defended by half a million of citizens. The Pari- 
fians fallied forth from their gates embellifhed with gaudy plumes and party-coloured rib- 
bands : while their awkward evolutions afforded an inexhauflible fubjecl of mirth to mili- 
tary men. The fmalleft detachment of regular troops fufliced to put thefe metropolitan 
heroes to flight. The difpofition of the people was admirably characterized during the 

' This name (derived from the ff ren«h verb FronJer, to cenfure or ridicule) wis a/Turned bf the adverfe faction 
•wh» piqued UieipCgivc* w ctafuripg aU tke proceedings of die court; 
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progrefs of thefe commotions ; every thing was converted into raillery: the regiment 
of Corinth having been defeated by a fmall party of the royalifts, this check was called 
the firji of the Corinthians. Tiventy new councillors of the parliament, who had received 
their appointment from Richelieu, were compelled by their brethren to pay a tax, each, 
of fifteen thoufand livres; and the only honour they received in return for this contri- 
bution was the appellation of the <2htinze Vingt. 

The Parifian troops, who fallied forth to encounter the enemy, and who were always 
beat, were received, on their return, with hiffes accompanied by burfts of laughter: 
while couplets and epigrams were confulered as a fufficient reparation for all their 
loffes. Their plans of operations were fettled, and their councils of war holden, in public- 
houfes and other places of public refort, amidft fceues of conviviality, licentioufnefs and 
debauchery. The coadjutor, archbifhop of Paris, having taken his feat in the parlia- 
ment, with the handle of a poniard (ticking out of his pocket, the company exclaimed 1 
— " That is our archbijhop's breviary." A herald at arms coming to the gate of St.- 
Anthony, accompanied by a gentleman of the king's houfhold who was charged witlv 
propofals for an accommodation, the parliament refufed to receive him ; but they grant- 
ed an immediate audience to an envoy from the archduke Leopold, who was then waging 
war againft France^ 

Gallantry and caprice appear to have Been the prevailing motives of action, at this 
difgraceful and calamitous period ; they feem to have influenced alike the decifions of 
councils, and the operations of war ; the opinions of politicians, and the conduct of 
generals. Turenne, though lately promoted to the dignity of marefchal of France, 
was feduced by the charms of the duchefs of Longueville, to betray his duty and for- 
feit his allegiance. After a vain attempt to reduce the army he commanded to imitate 
his conduct, he openly joined the Fronde, who d*rived, however, but little advantage" 
from his military talents. 

While thefe fcenes were paffing in France, the flames of civil difcord .-aged with un- 
common violence in England, which exhibited the new and aweful fpectacle of a fo- 
vereign, brought to trial by his fubjects. The unhappy Charles, whofe conduct was, 
lanfortunately, more fwayed by precedent than by reafon, by cuflom than by law, fell a 
yictim to the feditious arts of a defperate faction, chiefly compofed of canting hypocri- 
tical fectaries, who, with God in their mouths, and the devil in their hearts, completed 
the fum of their iniquity, hy the murder of their king. The children of Charles 
were driven into exile, and the fovereign authority was ufcrped by the arch-regicide 
Cromwell, who, under the title of protector, ruled the Englifh with a rod of iron. 

Meanwhile the hoftile operations of contending factions in France were alternately 
rcnewed and fufpended; while the leaders betrayed their levity and caprice by fre- 
quently 
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quently changing their party. The prince of Conde, having quelled for a while th« 
popular tumults, and brought the court back in triumph to Paris, refigned himfelf to the 
pleafure of expreffing his contempt for a party he had hitherto fupported. Deeming the 
rewards he received difproportioned to the glory he had acquired, and the fcrvices he had 
performed, he was the firft to turn the minifter into ridicule, to brave the queen, and to 
infult the government which he defpifed. It is pretended that he addrefled a letter to 
Mazarin, with this fuperfcription — " AC UluJlrlJJimo Signor Faquino." He encouraged a 
young nobleman to make a declaration of love to the queen, and had the prefumption to 
exprefs his difpleafure at the refentment fhe evinced on the occafion. He formed a league 
with his brother the prince of Conti, and the duke of Longueville, who abandoned the 
party of the Fronde. The faction of the duke of Beaufort, at the commencement of 
the regency, was called the faction of the Important* ; that of Conde now received the 
appellation of The Party of the Petits-Maitrcs, becaufe they wifhed to render themfelves 
mailers of the flare. Of all thefe troubles the only traces that remain are the two ex- 
preffions of Peth-Maltres and Frondeurs ; the former of which is now applied to cox- 
combs, and the latter to the cenfors of government. 

A. D. 1650, 1651.] The coadjutor, eager to attain the dignity of cardinal, which 
he could only hope to acquire through the interpofition of the queen, forfook his party, 
and attached himfelf to that princefs. In fhort, every man of importance, real or affect- 
ed, fought to eftablifh his fortune on the ruin of the ftate, and yet the public good was. 
in the mouth of every one. The duke of Orleans was jealous of the glory of Conde 
and the credit of Mazarin ; and Conde neither efteemed the prince nor the minifler. It 
was thefe petty quarrels, and this oppolltion of private interefts, that ftill kept alive the 
fpirit of revolt. No crime could be imputed to Conde, and yet he was arretted in the 
palace, with his brother, the prince of Conti, and his brother-in-law, the duke of 
Longueville, without the obfervance of any previous forms, and merely becaufe he was 
an object of apprehenfion to the minifler. This meafure, indeed, was a violation of 
all law; but in the prefent fituation of the kingdom no refpect was paid to law by- 
cither party. 

The cardinal, in order to fecure the perfons of thefe two princes, had recourfe to an 
artifice which was dignified with the appellation of policy. The Frondeurs were ac- 
cufed of having attempted to affaflinate the prince of Conde ; and Mazarin, under pre- 
tence that he was about to apprehend one of the confpirators, for which purpofe it was 
neceffary the prince fhould fign an order to the gend'armes of the guards to hold them- 
felves in readinefs at the Louvre, obtained from Conde an order for his own arrefl. The 
people of Paris, who had taken up arms in favour of an old magiflrate in a ftate of do- 
tage, made bonfires, when the defender and the hero of France was conducted to the pri- 
fbn of Vincennes.. 
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The mother of the prince of Conde, againft whom a fentenceof banifliment had been 
pronounced, remained at Paris, in fpite of the court, and prefcntcd a petition to the par- 
liament; while his wife, after efcaping a thoufand dangers, took refuge at Bourdeaux, 
and, aflifted by the dukes of Bouillon and La Rochefoucaut, excited an infurrea.on in 
that city, and roufed the Spaniards to arms. The giddy populace, who had rejoiced at 
the iinprifonment of the princes, in the fhort fpace of a year aflumed a different tone, 
forced the queen to releafe them, and to expel from the kingdom her favourite minifter: 
Mazarin himfelf was compelled to open the doors of their prifon, after which he retired 
to Liege; while Conde returned to the metropolis, where he was received amidft 
the acclamations of the people, and where his prefence renewed ail the horrors of ci- 
vil commotion. 

After fome hefitation, the prince of Conde at length determined on a war which he 
ought to have begun before, if his intention were to become matter of the ftate, and which 
he ought never to have begun, if he had the good of his country at heart. He left Paris, 
excited the inhabitants of Guienne to arm in his fupport, and courted the afliftance of 
thofe very Spaniards on whofe defeat he had founded his military fame. The queen, ap- 
prized of his motions, fent a courier after him, with propofitions that fhould have in- 
duced him to return, and have difpofed him to peace. But the meffenger miflook his 
road, and inftead of going to Angerville, where the prince was, repaired to Augerville. 
The letter, in confequence, arrived too late : Conde declared that, had he received it 
fooner, he would have accepted the propofals it contained ; but that fince he was already 
at fuch a diflance from Paris, it was not worth while to return. Thus the miftake of 
a courier, and the caprice of this prince, re-plunged the kingdom into a civil war. 

Cardinal Mazarin, who, in his exile at Cologne, had found means to govern the court, 
now re-entered the kingdom, with an army of feven thoufand men, railed at his own, 
expence, andcommanded by marefchal d'Hoquincourt. On the firft news of his return, 
the duke of Orleans, who had demanded his difmifGon, began to raife troops in Paris, 
without knowing for what purpofe he meant to employ them. The parliament, on 
th«ir fide, continued to publifh arrets, profcribing Mazarin, and fixing a price on 
his head. 

A. D. 1652.] During thefe convulfions of the ftate, Lewis the Fourteenth had at- 
tained the age prefcribed by the law for afTumingthe reins of government, and his ma- 
jority was folemnly declared in parliament ; but he was ftill influenced by the councils of 
his mother, and fecnied to inherit her fond partiality for Mazarin. The firft adt of au- 
thority exercifed by the new monarch, was the interdiction of the parliament of Paris, 
which he immediately transferred to Pontoife. Fourteen members, attached to the court, 
obeyed the royalmandate, but the left refilled. Thus, to complete the anarchy which 
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prevailed in the kingdom, two foVereign courts fubfifted at the fame time, whofe chief 
occupation was to abufe and vilify each other. 

With an inconfiftency which characterized all their proceedings, while the parlia- 
ment denounced vengeance on the minifter they detefted, they pronounced the prince of 
Conde guilty of treafon, who had taken up arms againft him. While, too, they exhort- 
ed the forces raifed by the duke of Orleans to march againft Mazarin, they ftridtly pro- 
hibited any part of the public revenue from being devoted to their fubfiftence. Their 
refolutions had at length fallen into contempt, and the rival factions, difdaining their 
mediation, prepared to terminate their differences by the fword. 

Conde, leagued with the Spaniards, appeared in the field againft the king; and the 
marefchal Turenne, who had returned to his allegiance, avowed himfelf the champion 
of the court, and took the command of the royal troops. The exhaufted ftate of the 
finances permitted neither party to keep large armies on foot; but their forces, trifling 
as they comparatively were, ftill proved competent to decide the fate of the kingdom. 
Lewis the Fourteenth, nurfed in the lap of adverfity, went from province to province, 
attended by a flender guard, and purfued by a detachment of fix thoufand men, partly 
furnifhed by Spain, and partly levied by the adherents of Conde. 

While the prince of Conde was employed in the reduction of Tours, and in the daily 
augmentation of his party, all the hopes of the court were placed on the marefchal Tu- 
renne, who had ftationed his troops in the vicinity of Gien, on the banks of the Loire. 
The adverfe army were pofted at a few leagues diftance from thence, under the orders 
of the dukes of Nemours and Beaufort, whofe quarrels had nearly proved fatal to the 
caufe they had efpoufed. The duke of Beaufort was wholly incapable of commanding 
even a fmall detachment ; and the duke of Nemours was known to poflefs more courage 
than fkill. Between them both they ruined their army. The foldiersknew that Conde 
was at the extremity of the kingdom, and they gave themfelves up for loft, when, in the 
middle of the night, a courier arrived at the advanced guard, in the foreft of Orleans. 
Thefentinels immediately recognized, in the perfon of this courier, the prince of Conde 
himfelf, who had traverfed, in difguife, and through the pofts of his adverfaries, the ex- 
tent of country between Agen and the foreft of Orleans, for the purpofe of placing him- 
felf at the head of his army. 

His prefence had a great effec~f. on the troops, and his fudden appearance ftill greater : he 
accordingly refolved to profit, without delay, by the boldnefs and confidence with which 
he had infpired them. The great talent of this prince in war confifted in the inftan- 
taneous adoption of the moft decifive refolutions, and in the difplay of equal Ikill and 
promptitude in their execution. 
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The royal army was drawn up in two divifions, at fuch a difhnce from each other as 
to admit of a feparate attack ; Conde, therefore, directed his efforts againft that divifion 
which was ported at Blenau, under marefchal d'Hoquincourt, and, in a moment, their 
ranks were broken by his impetuous charge. The panic in an inftant communicated it- 
felf from the camp to the court, and the minifter in alarm haftened to Gien, and, awak- 
ening the king in the middle of the night, advifed him to fly, and propoied to convey 
him privately to Bourges. But the king was exempted from the neceffity or having re- 
couiTe to this difgraceful expedient by the Ikill and perfeverance of marefchal Turenne. 
With the remnant of his army he availed himfelf of every favourable inequality of 
ground, and checked the progrefs of the victor in the hour of triumph. Such, indeed, 
was the fkill difplayed by botli thefe celebrated commanders; that it was difficult to de- 
cide which of the two had acquired moft honour — Conde victorious, or Turenne de- 
priving him of the fruits of his victory. It is true, indeed, that not four hundred men 
perifhed in the battle of Blenau ; but the prince of Conde was neverthelefs on the point 
of fecuring all the royal family, together with his grand enemy Mazarin. It was fcarce- 
ly poflible to fee a combat fo trifling, in which greater interefls were involved, or greater 
danger incurred 7 . 

Conde, who could not natter himfelf with the hope of furprizing Turenne, as he had 
done d'Hoquincourt, advanced with his army to the metropolis, there to enjoy the fruits 
of his glory, in the favour of an infatuated multitude. The admiration excited by the 
action of Blenau, the hatred which the Parifians bore to Mazarin, and the name and 
prefence of the Great Conde, all feemed to confpire to give him abfolute authority in the 
capital. But the minds of the people were divided, and the multiplication of petty 
factions, while they weakened his party, diminifhed the popularity of Conde. The 
coadjutor, now become -cardinal of Retz, apparently reconciled to the court, was no 
longer the idol of the people, but was reduced to play a fubordinate part. He governed 
with abfolute fvvay the mind of the duke of Orleans, and became the opponent of Conde. 
The duke of Lorraine, who had been bribed to join the prince, was tempted by a larger 
bjibe, received from Mazarin, to defert his caufe. Conde, therefore, remained at Paris, 
with a power daily declining, and an army diminifhing with ftill greater rapidity. 

Turenne, meanwhile, having afTembled the royal forces, led them to the gates of the 
capital, and in the fuburb of Saint Anthony they were met and encountered by the 
troops ot Conde. From a neighbouring eminence, accompanied by Mazarin, the youth- 
ful monarch beheld a conflict, in which the fkill of his befl generals was difplayed, and 
the belt blood in his dominions was fhed. The duke of Orleans, uncertain how to act, 
remained inactive in his palace of the Luxembourg; while the cardinal of Retz, equally 

7 Siecls Je Louis XIV. torn. i. p. 304. 
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indecifive, fought for fafety in the inward recefTes of his archiepifcopal manfion. The 
parliament waited to know the ilTue of the battle, before they would adopt any refolu- 
tion 011 the fubject. The queen, in tears, was proftrated before the altar, in the chapel 
of the Carmelites; and the people, who, at this time, were equally afraid of the troops 
of both parties, fhut the gates of the city, and refuted to all perfons whatever the privi- 
lege of entrance or egrefs : even the nobility of the party, who were wounded in the 
fuhurbs, could not obtain admiffion. 

The action was maintained on both fides with uncommon fury; and it is difficult ta 
fay whether Conde or Turenne bed fupported, on this occafion, the reputation he had" 
acquired. The young nobility, who fought with the former, performed prodigies of 
valour, and twice repulfed the Royalifts, who, animated by their general, renewed the 
charge with additional vigour. The armour of the duke of Nemours was pierced in 
thirteen places; and the duke of Rochefaucault, not lefs famed for his courage than his 
wit, received a mufquet ball beneath his eye, which inftantaneoufly deprived hiin of 
fight; though, fortunately, as the wound healed his fight returned 8 . A nephew of 
cardinal Mazarin's loft his life in the action. 

Conde, notwithftanding his own exertions, and the gallantry of his followers, was on 
the point of yielding to fuperior numbers, when he received affiftance from a quarter 
whence he had leaft reafon to expect it. Mademoifelle, daughter to the duke of Or- 
leans, difdnining the neutrality of her father, favoured, with her wifhes, the party of 
the prince : from the towers of the Baftille (he had anxioufly watched the progrefs of 
the battle, and finding the tide of fuccefs turning againft Conde, whofe intrepid valour 
expofed his life to the moft imminent danger, fhe refolved to fuccour the hero whofe 
conduct fhe admired. With her own hand fhe fired the guns of the fortrefs 9 on the 
army of the king, and ordered the officer of the guard, at the gate of Saint Anthony, to 
give admiffion to the troops of the prince, under pain of being hanged ere the expiration 
of an hour. The officer, acquainted with the refolute fpirit of the princefs, obeyed her 
commands, and, by that means, faved the prince from deftruction. The court, on the 
firft difcharge of the cannon, thought the city had declared for the king, but finding 

• It was on this occafion that the duke of Rochefaucault fent the following couplet to his favourite roiftref*, eha 
duchefs of Longueville : 

Pour meritcr fon coeur, pour plaire a fes beaux yeux, 
J'ai fait la guerre aux rois; jc l'aurais fait aux dieux! 

Or, as De Larrey has it— 

F.iifant la guerre au roi, j'ai perdu mes deux yeux ; 
Mais pour un tel objet, je reulfe faite aux dieux. 

The firft, reported by Voltaire, are the beft lines ; but the latter are moft likely to be the ti ue lin,eF. 

9 Nani Hiftoria Veneto. 
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they were pointed againft the royalifts, they fent orders to Turenne to withdraw his 
troops, and retire to Saint Denis. Mademoifelle ruined herfelf for ever with the king, 
her coufin, by this imprudent act of violence ; and Mazarin, knowing her extreme de- 
file to marry a crowned head, exclaimed — " Thefe cannon have killed her hufband." 

This cffufion of Mood was productive of little advantage to either fide ; while the con- 
tinuation of the troubles occafioned a con fiderable degree of diftrefs that was pretty 
generally felt. At Paris a pound of bread was worth a fhilling ; the donations of the 
charitable were inlufficicnt to relieve the wants of the people ; and in many of the pro- 
vinces an alarming fcarcity prevailed. Yet could not thefe calamities imprefs-on the 
minds of the Parifians the necemty of peace, nor rcftrain them from thofe acts of vio- 
lence and outrage which arc too frequently the concomitants of domcftic broils. A 
quarrel between the duke of Beaufort and his brother-in-law, the duke of Nemours, pro- 
duced a duel, which proved fatal to the latter, who was (hot through the body ; while 
his fecond, the marquis of Villars, killed Hericourt, fecond to Beaufort. Not a fliadow 
of juftice fubfifted in the metropolis; depredations were frequent, and public debauchery 
was carried to excefs: yet in the midft of thefe diforders a general gaietv prevailed, that 
detracted, in a certain degree, from the horror they were calculated to excite. 

After the late action, the king could not gain admiffion into the metropolis, nor could 
the prince himfelf remain there long. A popular tumult, and the affamnation of feve- 
ral citizens, of which he was fuppofed to be the author, rendered him odious to the peo- 
ple, though he Mill retained a party in the parliament. That court, prefTed by the ad- 
herents of the duke of Orleans, declared him, by a formal arret, lieutenant-general of 
the kingdom ; the fame title that had been bcflowed on the duke of Mayenne, in the 
tunc of the League. The prince of Conde was, at the fame time, appointed gencralif- 
fimo of the armies. The rival parliaments of Paris and Pontoife, though at variance 
on every other point, agreed in demanding the cxpulfion of Mazarin ; hatred againft 
whom appears, at this period, to have been confidered as conflituting the eflential duty 
a Frenchman. 

Every party was now reduced almoft to a ftate of impotency ; and that of the court 
equally fo with the reft : they were all in want of money and troops ; factions multi- 
plied ; and battles produced nothing but lofs and regret. The court was once more ob- 
liged to facrifice Mazarin, who, on the twelfth of Auguft, 1652, was fent into banifh- 
ment to Bouillon ; and, immediately after his departure, a deputation from the citizens 
of Paris waited on the king, and earneftly entreated him to return to the capital. He 
accordingly repaired thither, and found tranquillity perfectly reftored. The duke of 
Orleans was banifhed to Blois, where he paffed the remainder of his days in repenting his 
imprudence. The cardinal of Rctz was arretted in the Louvre, and was conveyed from 
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prifon to prifon ; while the prince of Conde, preffed by Turenne, and feebly fupported 
by the Spaniards, waged an unfuccefsful war on the frontiers of Champagne. 

A. D. 1653.] The calm which the kingdom enjoyed appeared to be the effect of 
Mazarin's banifliment ; yet but a fhort time elapfed after he was expelled by the ge- 
neral cry of the French, and by a royal declaration, before he was recalled by the king ; 
and, to his utter aftonifhment, he once more entered Paris, omnipotent and unmoleft:- 
cd. Lewis received him as a father, and the people as a mafter : he was conducted, 
amidft: the acclamations of the citizens, to a fplendid banquet, which they had prepared 
for him at the town houfe ; but, amidft the joy he muft neceffarily experience on fuch 
an occafion, the cardinal is laid to have betrayed his contempt of the national levity. 
The magiftrates of the parliament, after having treated him as a public defaulter, and 
fixed a price on his head, now courted his favour and claimed his protection : and they 
foon after fentenced the prince of Conde, in whofe faults they had participated, and 
whofe revolt they had encouraged, for contumacy, to lofe his life. Mazarin, who had 
preffed the fentencc againft Conde, married one of his nieces to his brother, the prince 
of Conti, with a view to aggrandize his family, and confirm his power io . 

The king re-united the parliaments of Paris and Pontoife; and, at the fame time, for- 
bade all general affemblies of the different chambers. This prohibition fuperinduced a 
remonftrance from the parliament, who were, however, foon filenced by the imprifon- 
ment of one of their members, and the baniftiment of fome others. Their reign was 
now over, and that of the king eflablifhed. 

While the ftate had been thus torn by domeftic convulfions, it had alfo been confi- 
derably weakened by the fuccefsful attacks of its foreign enemies. All the fruits of the 
battles of Rocroi, Lens, and Nordlingen were deftroyed; the important fortrefs of Dun- 
kirk was retaken by the Spaniards, who likewife expelled the French from Barcelona, 
and recovered the town and citadel of Cafal, in Italy. 

Yet were thefe loffes, in fome degree, counterbalanced by the terms of the treaty which 
Mazarin had been fo fortunate as to conclude with the empire. Befidcs the ftipula- 
tions already noticed, the emperor fold to France the fovereignty of Alface, for three 
millions of livres, payable to the archduke. By that treaty, deftined to form the 
bafis of all fubfequent treaties, a new electorate was created for the houfe of Bavaria, 
the rights of all the princes and cities of the empire, and the privileges of all the Ger- 
man gentry, were confirmed ; the power of the emperor was reftrained within nar- 
row limits ; and the French, in conjunction with the Swedes, may be faid to have given 
laws to the empire. 

!f> SiecU Je Louk XIV. par S'oltaire, torn. i. p. 311, 313.J 
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At the commencement of the year 1653, Lewis the Fourteenth found hinifelf abso- 
lute mafter of a kingdom ftill affected by the Shocks it had fuftained : filled with disor- 
ders in every department of government, but fertile in refources ; engaged in an offen- 
five war, with no other ally than the duke of Savoy; and with no other foreign enemy 
than Spain, which was in a ftill worfe fituation than France. All the French who 
had engaged in the civil war were reduced to fubmiffion, except the prince of Conde, 
and a few of his partizans, fome of whom adhered to him from friendship and a point of 
honour ; and others, becaufe the court would not buy them at the price they fixed on 
themfelves. 

A. D. 1654.] Conde, become general of the Spanifh armies, was unable to give 
ftrength to a party which he had weakened himfelf by the destruction of their infantry 
at the battles of Rocroi and Lens. He fought with new troops, who did not acknow- 
ledge him as their mafter, againft old French regiments, trained to victory under him- 
felf, and commanded by Turenne. 

In conjunction with the archduke, Conde had laid fiege to Arras, which city Tu- 
renne, after the reduction of Stenai, haftened to relieve. On the twenty-fifth of Au- 
guft, the fifty-fecond day of the fiege, he attacked the enemp's camp, forced their en- 
trenchments, and compelled them to fly with Such precipitation, that all their tents, 
haggage, and artillery fell into the hands of the French ". Conde alone refufed to fly, 
and with two regiments fuftained for a while the efforts of Turenne's army ; and while 
the archduke was following his men, whom in vain he had attempted to rally, the prince 
beat marefchal D'Hoquincourt, repulfed marefchal de la Ferte, and retired victorious, 
while he covered the retreat of the Spaniards. The king of Spain acknowledged his Services 
in a fhort and expreffive letter:—" I have heard that all was loft"— Said he—" and that 
•« you faved all."— The redu&ion of Quefnoi and Clermont by the French .clofed the 
campaign, 

A. D. 1655.] The prince of Conde, anxious to recover the fortrefs of Quefnoi, the 
poflemon of which fecured to the French an eafy paflage into the Spanifh Netherlands, 
took the field early in the Spring ; but his vigilance was eluded, and his efforts coun- 
teracted, by the Skill and activity of Turenne, who, dividing the attention of his rival 
by a feparation of his army into various corps, took by affault the town of Catelet, 
and threw a ftrong reinforcement into Quefnoi. Then forming a junction of his troops, 
he directed their united exertions againft the town of Landrecies ; the trenches were 
opened, in the prefence of the king, on the eighteenth of June, and, after a vigorous 
ami Spirited refinance, the garrifon were reduced to capitulate, on the twentieth of the 

« Contin. de Mezerai, torn. ii. p. 134.— De Larrey, torn. ii. p. 462. 
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following month. Maubeuge was next reduced, and while the marefchal de la Ferte 
was detached to inveft Saint-Guilain, Turenne laid fiege to Conde : the former receiv- 
ed a check, from the Spaniards ; but the latter having, in the fhort fpace of four days, 
completed his enterprize, the whole army was employed againft. Saint-GuiJain, which 
furrendered on the twenty-fifth of Auguft. 

In Catalonia the French arms were not equally fuccefsful. The prince of Conti 
and the duke of Mercceur, after the reduction of Cadaques and Caftillon, inftead of pur- 
fuing their advantage by fpeedily paffing the mountains, refigned themfelves to plea- 
furable amuiements, and gave the Spaniards time to collect their forces, and oppofe 
their march ; the prince then quitted the army, refigning tlic command to the count of 
Merinville, who, indeed, compelled the Spaniards to retire from the walls of Solfonna, 
but who fpeedily forfeited the advantage he had acquired, by being forced, in his 
turn, to evacuate Bergues. At fea the French were more fortunate, for the duke of 
Vendome obtained a complete victory over the Spanifh fleet before Barcelona. 

But what tended, more than any thing elfe, to fecure to France a fuperiority over 
her rival, was the alliance concluded by Mazarin, about this time, with Oliver Crom- 
well. That daring ufurper, the extent of whofe profperity was alone equalled by the 
magnitude of his crimes, had rendered hiinfelf an object of apprehenfion and dread to 
all the European powers. Courted by them all, from the bafe motives of intereft or 
fear, he had an opportunity of feledYing fuch as were molt likely to fuit his purpofe ; 
but, with a mind incapable of difcerning the beneficial effects of preferving a balance of 
power, fo neceffary to the welfare and exigence of each particular flate, he preferred 
an alliance with France — as more favourable to his projects of ambition — to the friend- 
fliip of Spain. 

Lewis, in compliance with the fubtle but diflionefl; policy of his minifler r courted his 
new ally, by conceflions incompatible with his dignity, and repugnant to his honour. 
Every propofal, made by the ufurper, however unreafonable in itfelf, and however in- 
folently urged, was readily adopted by Mazarin. Bourdeaux was fent over to Eng- 
land as minifter, and all circumftances of refpect were paid to the tyrant, who had im- 
brued his hands in the blood of his fovereign, a prince fo nearly related to the royal fa- 
mily of France. With indefatigable patience did Bourdeaux conduct this negotiation, 
which Cromwell affected entirely to neglect; and though privateers, with Englifh 
commillions, committed daily depredations on the French commerce, Mazaiin was content, 
in the hope of accomplifhing his object, ftill to fubmit to thefe indignities But of all 
the circumftances of degradation which marked this ignominious tranfaction, the moft 
ililhcnourablc for Lewis was that condition of the treatv which obliged him to expel 
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from his dominions, the unfortunate prince, Charles the Second, and his brother, the 
duke of York, fons to the murdered monarch, and confequently grand-fons to Henry 
the Fourth, who were obliged to feck an afylum in the dominions of Spain. Charles 
afterwards formed a league with Philip, and raifed four regiments of Englifh, whom he 
employed in the Spanifh fervice. The duke of York, after ferving fome campaigns in, 
the French army, where he acquired the particular efteem of marefchal Turenne, now 
joined his brother, and continued to feek military experience under Don John of Auftria, 
and the prince of Conde. 

While Mazarin was employed in negotiating the treaty with Cromwell, Charles the 
Second, in order, probably, to prevent the conclufion of an alliance fo prejudicial to his 
intereft, afked the hand of Mary Mancini, one of the cardinal's neices, but received a 
rcfufal. But as foon as the artful minifter faw that monarch in a fair way of afcending 
the throne, he courted the alliance he bad before rejected, and was, very properly, refufed 
in his turn ' 3 . 

A. D. 1656.] An attempt to put an end to the war bv fending the marquis of 
Lionne to the court of Madrid, to lound the difpofition of Philip with regard to the mar- 
riage of Lewis with the Inlanta, having tailed, the operations of war were renewed ; 
and, towards the middle of June, marefchaL, Turenne, having effected a junction 
with the troops under marefchal de la Ferte, laid fiege to the ftrong town of Valen- 
ciennes. The importance of this fortrefs, one of the mofl confiderablc places in 
the Netherlands, induced Don John of Auftria, who had fupcrfeded the archduke in 
the command of the Spahifh army, to attempt its relief, in conjunction with the prince 
of Condc. The fiege was far advanced when the Spaniards attacked the quarters of La 
Ferte, which were feparated from thofe of Turenne by a canal, over which bridges of 
communication were thrown. The French lines were fpeedily forced, and the fluices of 
the town having laid the circumjacent country under water, and carried away the 
bridges, marelchn! Turenne found it impofiible to affift his colleague, who was, accord- 
ingly, defeated and taken prifoner, with a great number of his men. By this means 
V%ncienncs was relieved, and the French were compelled to raife the fiege. 

Turenne having collected the remnant of his army, directed his march towards Quef- 
noi, hut his dibits were incompetent to prevent the Spaniards from reducing the fortrefs 
of Condc. In return, however, he took' from them the town of Capelle; and forced the 
^prince of Conde to raife the fiege of Guilain, and to give up his defign upon Peronne. 

The French were, in fome degree, confolcd for the ill-fuccefs of their army in the 
Netherlands, by the reduction of Valenza, in Italy, which took up the whole campaign. 

»J Louis XIV, fa Cour, cr. le Recent, par M. Anquetil, torn. i. p. ^—i'^x de Louis XIV. torn. 1. p. 312,323. 
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The Spaniards were the more interefted in preferring this fortrefs, as its fituation on the 
Po rendered its poffeffors mafters of the navigation of that river; hut the perfeverancc 
and valour of the French, who were commanded by the dukes of Modena and Mer- 
cosur, overcame every oblfacle, and, notwithft anding the fcrength of the place, and the 
fpirited exertions of a numerous and well-difciplined garrifon, it was compelled to fur- 
render on the thirteenth of September. 

The Spaniards, alarmed at their lofs, renewed their felicitations to the emperor to af- 
foidthem affiftancc. Thccor.it of Vienna, when preffed on this fubject at the opening, 
of the campaign, had evinced a reluctance to comply with the rcquiiitions of Philip, 
becaufe fuch compliance would be a manifell violation of the third article of the treaty 
of Weftphalia. They loon, however, found means to elude what they profefTed an un- 
willingness to violate; and the troops which the emperor agreed to fend into Flanders 
and Italy, were exprefsly declared to he deilined to act folely againft the Engliih and the 
duke of Modena : and it was obferved, that as the latter was a vall'al of the empire, he 
deferved to be punifhedfor his irruption into the Milanefe ; ami, as the former were not 
comprifed in the treaty, it was lawful for the emperor to affift the Spaniards againft them. 
Such were the reafons alledged to the marquis of Vignacourt, who had been fent to 
Vienna to complain of the infraction. That, however, which the French had failed to 
procure by negotiation, they efFected by ftratagem, they found means to excite a mutiny 
in the Imperial army that was deftined for the Milanefe, and to that circumftance may 
the fuccefs of the French in Italy, during this campaign, he afcribed 14 . 

A. D. 1657.] The diflicfs to which the kingdom was reduced, by the exaction of 
onerous impolls, and other Calamities infeparahle from war, produced no diminution of the 
luxury and magnificence of the court, who palled the winter in amufements, and return- 
ed in the fpring to the bufinefs of the field. They were now, however, lefs diligent 
than the enemy, who, opening the campaign at the beginning of March, reduced the town 
of Saint Guilain before the French took the field. Turenne endeavoured to repair this lofs 
by the reduction of Cambrai, but his efforts were fruftrated by the undaunted courage of 
Conde, who, with two regiments of cavalry, cut his way through the camp of the be- 
iiegers, and threw himfelf into the town. This gallant atchievement induced Turenne 
to defift from the hopelefs enterprise, and to direct his march to Montmedi. 

That fortrefs, one of the ftrongeft in the duchy of Luxembourg, the citadel being 
placed on a rock raoft difficult of accels, had already been befieged two months by the 
niarefchal de la Ferte, whole nml'om had been paid by the king. Lewis himfelf now- 
repaired to the camp, to haftcn, by his prelence, the reduction of the place; and the go- 
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vcrnor being killed foon after his arrival, the town furrendered, on honourable terms, on 
the fixth of Auguft. Turenne next reduced Saint Venant, and compelled the enemy to 
raife the fiegc of Ardres. The reduction of La Motte au Bois, by the marquis of Caf- 
ttlnau, and of Mardyck, a ftrong fort in the vicinity of Dunkirk, by Turenne, con- 
cluded the campaign. The latter was refigned into the hands of the Englifii. 

A. D. 1658.] The effects of the league formed by France with the ufurper Crom- 
well, at length, began to be felt by the former. The Englifii had taken and deftroyed a 
fleet of Spanifh galleons, not far from Cadiz, and by that means deprived the Spaniards 
of the only treafures which enabled them to carry on the war: and Cromwell now fent 
fix thoufand veteran troops to join maiefchal Turenrte, who, thus reinforced, laid fiege 
to Dunkirk ; whilft an Englifii fleet, under the command of Lockhart, blocked up the 
harbour. The king repaired to Calais, on the twentieth of May, that he might be near 
the fcene of action ; and, during his refidence in that city, great demonflrarions of mu- 
tual friendfiiip and regard patted between him and the Englifii protector. Lord Faucon- 
berg, Cromwell's fon -in-law, was difpatched to Lewis, and was received with the regard 
ufually paid to foreign princes by the French court. Mazarin fent to London his 
nephew, Mancini, duke of Nevers, and the duke of Crequi ; and exprelfed his regret, 
tSat his urgent affairs fhouhl deprive him of the honour he had long vvifhed for, of pay- 
ing, in pcrfon, his refpedts to the greate ft man in the world 1 *. Such was the language 
which the degrading policy of the French min.ffer led him to employ to the aflaffin of 
his fovcreign's uncle. 

The Spaniards, meanwhile, having aflcmblcd their forces, marched, under the conduct 
of Don John of Aufl ria 31 1 d the prince of Coiule, to the relief of Dunkirk. At their 
approach Turenne quitted his entrenchments, and, on the fifteenth of June, brought 
them to action at the Dunes, in the vicinity of the city. After a long conteft, during 
which Conde difplayed his ufual fkill and intrepidity, the French obtained a complete 
victory ; and the Spaniards, defeated with great fbughrer, (led with precipitation 
unite Dunkirk; however, ftill refitted; but the death of the governor, who was 
killed in a filly, difcouraged the garrifon, and induced them to furrender on the twenty- 
fifth of June. The town was, by agreement, delivered to Cromwell, who fubmitted it 
to the government of Lockhart. 

This was the latt acquifition of that extraordinary perfonage, who, after obtaining, by 
the mott criminal means, pofleffion of the fupreme power, had been compelled, through 
fear, to reflate a crown— the object of his molt ardent willies— when ottered him by a 
prottituted parliament ; and experienced, in his latter days, a total want of that cordial 
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felicity, that tranquil eafe, and grateful ferenity of mind, which fliun alike the fanatical 
enthufiaft and fuccefsful villain, and only court the man of virtue and morality. With 
his dying breath Cromwell acquiefced in the nomination of his (on Richard, as his fuc- 
ceflbr in the protectorfhip ; but though his authority was confirmed by the parliament, 
he was too virtuous to preferve his ftation, and willingly exchanged the fweets of re- 
gal power for the calmer enjoyments of domellic happinefs. 

The joy that prevailed on the reduction of Dunkirk was foon clamped by the ficknefs of 
the king, who was feized, at Calais, with a violent diforder, that fcemed to threaten his 
fpcecly dilTclution : but the art of an empiric produced what the fkill of the court-phv- 
ficians had failed to effect ; and the timely adminiftration of an emetic — a remedy, with 

the good effects whereof the faculty of France were, at that time, but little acquainted 

by removing thecaufe of the difeafe, reftored the monarch to health. 

After the furrender of Dunkirk, Turenne turned his arms againft Bergues-Saint- 
Vinoch, which he reduced in three days; and Furnes and Dixmude next yielded to his 
victorious affaults. Gravelines and Oudenarde experienced a fimilarfate; Menin open- 
ed its gates at the approach of the victor, who finilhed the labours of the campaign by 
the reduction of Ypres. 

In Italy the French alfo obtained fome important advantages. The duke of Modena, 
now entrufted with the fole command of the forces of France, undertook to force his 
way into the Milanefe, with a view to eftablifh his quarters, and levy contributions, in 
the heart of that province. He paffed the Adda, in fight of the enemy, and, after driv- 
ing them from the banks of the river, eroded the Tefino, and laid liege to Montara, 
which he reduced on the twenty-feventh of September. But unfortunately this career of 
victory was flopped by the death of that gallant nobleman, who furvived his conqueil 
only a few days. 

The emperor, Ferdinand the Third, had alfo expired, during the progrefs of this war, 
and the ambition of Mazarin had fuperinduced a defire to place the Imperial crown on 
the brows of his youthful fovereign. Marefchal Grammont was accordingly difpatched 
to the diet, then fitting at Frankfort ; but deltitute of forces to compel, and of money 
to bribe the electors, the cardinal was obliged to forego his defigns, and to acknowledge 
the futility of his chimerical expectations. Leopold was railed to the throne which his 
father had enjoyed, after fome difficulty, arifing from the terms prescribed by the electors 
as the conditions on which he was to hold the Imperial dignity : they obliged him to 
promife that he would feparate his interefts from thole of Spain, and preferve inviolate 
the peace of Wcflphalia. In order to enforce the obfervance of this engagement, Maza- 
rin formed a league with different princes of the empire, which was called the League 
tf the Rhine. The archbifliops of Mentz, Treves, and Cologne entered into it; as did 
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alfo the bifhop of Munfter ; the elector palatine ; the king of Sweden, as duke of Bre- 
men and Werden ; the dukes of Brunfwick and Lunenburgh, and the landgrave of 
Heffe. By this treatv, which was figned at Mentz, on the fifteenth of Auguft, the 
French king, the electors, and confederated princes, promifed mutual affiftance for the 
prevention of any violation of the peace of Weftphalia, in the empire or elfewhere 16 . 

A. D. 1659, 1560.] No fooner were the Spaniards apprized of the terms prefcribed 
to the emperor, and the fubfequcnt treaty of the Rhine, than they evinced a difpofition 
to peace, from which hitherto they had feemed averfe. It was the bufinefs of Mazarin 
to encourage this difpofition, fince nothing was wanting to complete the fuccefs of his 
adminifhation, but the conclufion of a peace, and the efhblifhmcnt of the tranquillity 
of the ftate by the marriage of the king. The cabals which had prevailed during the 
king's illnefs at Calais, had convinced the cardinal of the neceffity of an heir to the 
throne, in order to fupport the power of the minifter. The infanta of Spain, and the 
princefs of Savoy, appeared entitled, by their connections and accomplifhments, to parti- 
cipate, with Lewis, the throne of France ; but that monarch, it feems, had fixed his af- 
fections on another object : Mary Mancini, the niece of Mazarin, who had formerly been 
refufed to the folicitations of Charles the Second, of England, had found means to cap- 
tivate the heart of a prince, volatile, inconftant, and amorous ; and there is reafon to be- 
lieve that his paffion was, at this time, fo ardent, that he would willingly have made his) 
miftrefs the lawful partner of his bed and. throne. 

Madame de Motteville, ( the favourite of Anne of Auftria) whofe memoirs bear the 
ftiongeft appearance of truth, afferts that Mazarin inclined to fufr'er the king's paffion 
to take its courfe, in order to raife his niece to the dignified ftation of confort to his 
fovereign. He artfully founded the difpofition of the queen-mother on the fubject, by 
obferving, that he was much afraid the king was bent on marrying his niece. But thefe 
afpiring hopes were immediately crufhed by the decifive conduct of Anne, who replied, 
with all the dignity of a princefs of the blood of Auftria, who was the daughter, wife, 
and mother of a crowned head ; and with all the acrimony which her diflike to a minif- 
* ter, who had for fomc time affumed the tone of independence, infpired — " If the king 
" were capable of fuch an indignity, 1 would put myfelf at the head of the whole 
M nation, accompanied by my fecond fon, and take up arms againft the king and you." 

It now remained for the cardinal to chufe between the princefs of Savoy, and the in- 
fanta : Anne of Auftria naturally inclined to the latter, as well from the ties of blood 
as the hopes of peace ; but Mazarin's wifhes were favourable to the princefs of Savoy, 
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becaufe one of his nieces had already married the count of Soiffons, eldeft fon to prince 
Thomas, uncle to the young duke of Savoy' 7 . An interview, therefore, was agreed 
on between Lewis and the young princefs, and the two courts of France and Savoy ac- 
cordingly repaired to Lyons. 

At firfk every thing parted agreeably to the wiflies of the duchefs of Savoy, who was 
extremely anxious to promote the alliance of her daughter with the king of France; 
and Lewis, although the lady was not poffeffed of thofe perfonal charms which he had 
frequently declared he fhould expect in a wife, paid her every mark of attention and re- 
fpect which their* relative fituations Icemcd to require. But a circumftance foon oc- 
curred which changed the face of affairs, and deftroyed all the hopes of the duchefs 
of Savoy. 

This interview could not be conducted with fuch fecrecy as to prevent an accountof it 
from reaching the court of Madrid. Philip the Fourth, who had always flattered himfelf 
with the idea, that he could extricate himfelf from the embarraffments produced by the 
war whenever he pleafed, by the marriage of his daughter, imagining that he was about 
to lofe that opportunity, difpatched Antonio Pimentel, a member of his privy council, 
to Lyons, in order to fruftrate the negociation with the princefs Margaret of Savoy. 
The queen eagerly embraced the propofal, made by Pimentel in the name of his fove- 
reign, of a marriage between Lewis and the infanta Maria Therefa ; and the cardinal 
was alfo induced to coincide in the meafure. The young king was accordingly founded 
on the fubject ; and, notwithstanding the favourable idea he had conceived of the princefs 
Margaret, and the paffion he ftill retained for Mary Mancini, he evinced a difpofition to 
puifue that plan which fhould be deemed moft conducive to his own intereft, and the 
welfare of the frate. All that now remained was to communicate the circumftance to 
the" court of Savoy, with as much civility as poflible ; and Anne of Auftria undertook 
the talk of procuring the approbation of her filter in-law, the duchefs of Savoy, of the 
motives which fuperinduced a preference to the propofals of Spain, the principal of 
which was the deiire of concluding a peace fo effentially neceffary to the welfare of both 
kingdoms. Though the duchefs could not but lament her difappointment, fhe was 
compelled to acquiefce in the validity of the realons alledgcd by the queen. The princefs 
Margaret, who had undertaken the journey much againft her will, and merely to oblige 
her mother, difplayed, on the occafion, a degree of firmnefs, that rendered her an 
object of univerfal efteem. The duke of Savoy affected an indifference which he was 
far from feeling; and to his difappointment in this particular may, probably, be afcribed 
the equivocal conduct he obferved to Lewis the Fourteenth during the remainder of 
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their reigns. The two courts took leave of each other with reciprocal profeffions of 
fiiendftiip and efteern, and returned to their refpecTive capitals, differently affedled ie . 

The negocia^ions were immediately opened with Spain ; but they were entrufted to 
the care of fubaltern agents, until the prime minifters of either country thought them 
fufficiently advanced to take upon themfelves the honour of concluding them. Before 
Mazarin fet out for the ifle of Pheafants,' on the frontiers of the two kingdoms, where 
the lafl conferences were to be holden, he experienced a mortification, which he con- 
trived to turn to his glory. Several young noblemen having met together, during pal- 
fion-week,at Roiffi, a country feat in the vicinity of Paris, were guilry of fome irregu- 
larity which gave great offence to the neighbourhood, and became a matter of public 
converfation. Among the culprits was Mancini, the minifter's nephew, whom Mazarin 
immediately b^niflied, in fpite of the numerous folicitations that were urged in his fa- 
vour ; while he contented himfelf with merely remonftrating with his accomplices on 
the impropriety of their conduct. 

The facrifice which Mazarin made, at the fame time, of his niece Mary, on whom, 
it is pretended, he had founded fuch ambitious hopes, excited great applaufe from the 
majority of the nation. As it was not proper the young lady fhould remain expofed, 
during the abfence of her uncle, to the folicitations of a prince whom fhe loved, and 
who returned her affection with equal warmth, the cardinal fent her, together with her 
fillers, to a convent at Brouage, a town in Saintonge, of which he was governor. The 
reparation was truly affecting, and the adieus were ot the tendereft kind. The king could 
not refrain from tears — " You weep" — faid Mary, with an air of tendernefs mixed with 
indignation — " You weep, who are a king, and yet fuffer me to be torn from you 19 ." 

The cardinal's conduct in thefe two inftances, particularly in the laft, greatly pleafed 
the queen, whq was apprehenfive that the king's paffion, if kept alive by the prefence of 
the object, might prove the caufe of confiderable uneafinefs to her niece, the infanta, 
whom Lewis was about to efpoufe* 0 . Deprived, during a long war, of all connection 
• with her family, Anne of Auftria rejoiced at the idea of again beholding fome of her rela- 
tions, who might bring to her mind the recollection of her country, and the days of her 
youth : — Delightful recollection, fource of the moll pleafing emotions ! The firfl who 
gave the queen this pleafure, was Don Johnof Auftria, natural fon to the fourth Philip, 
who profited by the ceffation of arms, which had been agreed upon between the belli- 
gerent powers, to return from the Netherlands to Spain, by the way of Paris, where he 
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■was received by his aunt with thofe effufions.of joy and tendernefs which, to a feeling 
mind, are preferable to the moft fplcndid honours zl . 

Mazarin left Paris in the fummer of 1659, and repaired to the ifle of Pheafants ; and 
as the, treaty drew near to a conclufion, the court advanced flowly towards the fouthem 
provinces of the kingdom, where they intended to fpend the winter. As the king paf!ed 
near the convent to which the nieces of his minilter had retired, he determined to 
have one other interview with Mary Mancini. The two lovers had, for feme time, 
maintained an epiftolary correlpondence, which Mazarin had contrived to Hop by bani/h' 
ing the perfons who were charged with the conveyance of the letters. So deipocic was 
the power of this miniiler, at this period ! There was every reafon to believe that the in- 
terview would be as tender and affedting as the feparation had been ; but on the part of 
the king, more politenefs than love was difplayed, either, becaufe the idea of his ap- 
proaching marriage had cooled his paffion, or becaufe the variety of objccls that pre- 
fented themfelves during his journey, had weaned his mind from an eariy attach- 
ment 

All the articles of the marriage being at length fettled, marefehal Grammont, the moft 
gallant nobleman of the French court, was appointed to make a formal demand of the 
Infanta. He accordingly rode poft to Madrid, with his whole fuite, fumptuoufly drcfT- 
ed, to manifeft the impatience of his mafter. On his arrival, the admiral of Caftilegave 
him a magnificent entertainment, but better calculated to gratify the fight than the pa- 
late. Seven hundred difhes were ferved, all embellifhed with the arms of the admiral, 
by which means they were fo faffroned and gilt, that nobody could tafte them ; and, 
though the dinner lafted four hours, they all went away as they came 23 . 

The fame gloomy magnificence which marked this fingular repaft, prevailed at the ce- 
lebration of the nuptials, f^by proxy) which took place at Fontarabia, on the third of 
June, 1660, where every thing was conducted with true Spanifh gravity. The king 
having received his bride, the ceremony was repeated, on the ninth, at Saint John de 
Luz ; and on the twenty-fixth of Augull, the king and queen made their public entry 
into the capital. On this occafion the gaiety of the French formed an admirable con- 
traft with the gravity of the Spaniards. The people, in general, feemed intoxicated with 
joy 24 . Madame Scarron, afterwards fo celebrated under the name of de Maintenon, at 
this time confounded in the crowd, fays, in a letter to one of her friends, written the 
day after, that fhe had been for ten or twelve hours, all eyes and ears; and, carrying her 
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thoughts beyond the moment, adds, that " The queen muft certainly have retired that 
" evening, well pleafed with the hufband (he had chofen 15 ." 

By the celebrated trenty of the Pyrenees, cemented and confirmed by this alliance, it 
was ftipulated, that Lewis fhould receive with his conforta portion of five hundred thou- 
fand crowns of gold (about two millions, five hundred thoufand livres) ; Alface and 
Rouffillon were confirmed to him ; but he foleninly renounced every fucceflion that 
might accrue to him, in right of his wife ; and to Charles the Fourth he reftored the 
duchy of Lorraine, after difmantl'mg the fortifications of Nanci, and binding down the 
duke to keep no troops in pay; to Spain he reftored the cities of Saint Omer, Ypres, 
♦ Menin, and Oudenarde ; and he confented to pardon the prince of Conde, who, on his 

return to court, experienced a mod gracious reception from the royal family. Philip, 
on his fide, agreed to extend his forgivenefs to the revolted Catalans ; to relinquifli 
Vercelli to the duke of Savoy, and Reggio to the duke of Modern ; to re-eftablifh the 
duke of Monaco in pofTeffion of his whole territories ; and to reftore to the duke of 
Newburgh the city of Juliers, which, for feveral years pall:, had been fequeftered in the 
hands of the houfe of Auftria. 

The king's marriage was foon followed by the death of his uncle, the duke of Or- 
leans, who expired ( on the fecond of February) at Blois, where he had paffed the laft 
feven years of his life in tranquil obfeurity. This prince left by his firft wife, Mary of 
Bourbon, duchefs of Montpenfier, one daughter, Anna Maria Louifa of Orleans, diftin- 
guifhed by the appellation of Ahdcmoifclle. By his fecond wife, Margaret of Lorraine, 
he had one fon, and four daughters : Margaret Louifa, the eldeft of his daughters, mar- 
ried the grand duke of Tufcany; the fecond, named Elizabeth,' efpoufed Lewis Jofeph 
of Lorraine, duke df Guifc ; the third, Frances Magdelen of Valois, was wife to 
Charlei Emanuel the Second, duke of Savoy ; and the fourth remained unmarried. 

A. D. 1661.] The epoch of the king's marriage and of the peace with Spain, muft 
he confidercd as the fummit of cardinal Mazarin's glory. The people, who had before 
Joaded him with infults, and expelled him from the capital, now received him with ac- 
clamations of joy : and thofe rhagiftrates who had figned his profcription, haftened to 
compliment him on this aufpicious occafion**. His career was brilliant to the laft ; 
but he furvived the attainment of his wifhes only a few months; dying, in perfect tran- 
quillity, more like a phllofophcr than a chiiftian, on the ninth of March, 1661, at the age 
of fifty-nine 27 . Of the feven nieces he had brought with him from Italy, one was 
married to the prince of Conti ; a fecond to the duke of Mercceur ; a third to the duke 
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©fModena; and a fourth to the count of Soi (Tons ; the other three, whorrt he hadrefiifed to 
foliciting fovereigns, remained to be provided for, after the treaty of the Pyrenees. The 
princes of 8avoy and Lorraine had courted his alliance, and, indifferent about money, 
only wifiied to have, each of them, a ftrong fortified town on the frontiers of France ; 
but the minifter honourably refufed to accede to conditions fo difadvantageous to the 
kingdom ; and married his niece, Mary Mancini, to the conftable Colonna, with a por- 
tion of a hundred thoufand livres a year, (the produce of an eftate in Italy) and his fine 
manfion at Rome; Hortenfia, the molt beautiful of his nieces, he bellowed on the duke 
de la Meilleraie, grand matter of the king's houfliold, on condition that he took the 
name of Mazarin, with a fortune of fixty-two thoufand five hundred pounds ftcrlhig 
pcrannJm, and an immenfe quantity of rich furniture; and, laftly, he fettled on the 
youngeft a portion fufficient for an alliance to the houfe of Bouillon, when ihc became 
of age. For the others, who were already married in France, he procured new advan- 
tages : for the princefs of Conti, he obtained the place of fuperintendant of the queen- 
mother's houfhold ; and for the countefs of Soiffons, a fimilar fituation in the houfliold 
of the young queen. The king refufed him nothing ; or, rather, he fubmitted to his 
will with the docility of a pupil, habituated to obedience, or through gratitude for the 
care he had taken in forming him ; for it is but jufl to fay that if, during his earlv 
youth, the cardinal only taught Lewis the Fourteenth how to a£l the king, as he advanc- 
ed to manhood, he inflrucled him how to be a king in reality 2S . 

The immenfe riches left by the cardinal, fuffice to prove his rapacioufnefs. " Who 
** is there that will not be ftricken with aflonifhment" — fays the duke de Saint Simon — 
** at hearing of the treafures he amaffed, in fpite of the oppofition of two furious fac- 
** tions, during an adminiilration of twenty years? It was proved in court, at the trial 
** of the duke of Mazarin with his fon, for the reflitution of his mother's dowry, that 
" he gave this lady eight-and-twenty millions of livres," (upwards of eleven hundred 
and fixty thoufand pounds ftcrling). " To this muff be added, the fortunes bellowed on 
" the duchefs de Mercceur ; the princefs of Conti ; the duchefs of Modena ; the con- 
** (table Colonna; the countefs of SoilTons, and the duchefs of Bouillon ; befides the im- 
" menfe property which fell to the lot of the duke of Nevers. And all thefe treafures 
" were amaffed, not in times of profperity and abundance, but during the prevalence of 
" civil commotions and foreign wars, which lafted till within a year of his death. It 
" Ihould alfo be remembered, that, like cardinal Richelieu, he had the fame military ef- 
" tablifhment for his houfliold as the king, guards, gens d'armes, light-horfe, with an 
** additional company of moufquetaires, all commanded by noblemen, and perfons o' : 
** quality, under them *V 

** Anqyetil, torn- i. p. 44, a » Memoires de Saint Simon, torn. v. p. 247. tom. i. part i. p. 2. 
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The fame noble author is of opinion, that it was the aflonifliing wealth of the cardi- 
nal, joined to the defpotifm with which he governed the court, that made Lewis the 
Fourteenth adopt a refolution, from which nothing could ever make him depart, of never 
hiving a prime minifter, and of never admitting an eccldiaftic into his council. Mare- 
fchal Grummont obferves, that Mazarin's efforts for the accumulation ot wealth were 
not confineJ to the numberlefs means fupplied by the authority ne enjoyed; the fole ob- 
je£l of his induftry was gain: — He was naturally fond of play, but he played only 
with a view to enrich hitnfclf, and cheated as mitcb as he could in order to wi?i 3 °. 

Lewis the Fourteenth, when he took the reins of government into his own hands, 
was endued with an undcrftanding rather above mediocrity, more folic! than brilliant; but 
his mind difplayed a capability of forming and refining iticlf by obfervation, and of bor- 
rowing ideas from others, without appearing a lervile imitator. He delved infinite ad- 
vantage from living with perfons pofleffed of knowledge of the world, and merit of all 
kinds. When he began to reign, his miniflers at home, and in foreign courts, were the 
mod able, and his generals the heft in Europe. Of them lie learned every thing. The 
capacity of thpfe accomplifhed perfons, and thofe of their fchool, was derived from the 
troubles which had agitated the kingdom from the time of Lewis the Thirteenth, and 
which had formed a great number of illufttious perfonages JI . 

The queenrmother was devout, and the young queen was timid, appearing embarraffed 
by a great court, fo that the molt diftinguilhed and accomplifhed perfons, of both fexes, 
affembled at the houfc of the countefs of SoifTons. As fupcrintendant, Hie had apartments 
in the palace of the Tuilleries, where fhe reigned at the time of her uncle'sdeath, and fuf- 
tamed her empire by continuing, in fome degree, his former fplendour, but ftill moreby her 
wit and courage. Her refiiience was the center of the gallantry of the court, and of 
the intrigues and cabals of ambition. Yet this brilliant circle wore the appearance of a 
family-party; being compofed of perfons decorated with titles, and intimately connected 
by the ties of bluud, friendfhip, or affinity, while no new or urknorn afibciates were 
admitted. Here the king acquired that air of politcuefs and gallantry, which he pre- 
fcrved during the remainder of his life, and which was admirably blended with dignity 
and decorum. The fize, the grace, and majefly of his perfon, which fucceeddthe fofter 
beauties of youth, even the found of his voice, and his gait, diflinguifhed lnm from other 
men, " as the king of the becs is diflinguifhed from his numerous lubjecls," and had 
he been bojn to a private Ration of life, the qualifications he poifefftd mull have nccel- 
farily fecured him diflincUon in the fields of gallantry and feduftion 3 \ 
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The adminifrration of the kingdom was regulated two days before the death of Ma- 
sarin, by his plans and advice; and the machine was already in motion, when Harlai de 
Chanvalon, prefident of the aflembly of the clergy, then fitting, [having allied his ma- 
jefly to whom he fhould apply in future concerning matters of bufinefs, was anfwered by 
Lewis, to me iS . But we learn from de Choify, that though Lewis always affedtcd to 
govern by himfelf, he invariably faw with the eyes, and heard with the ears, of his 
ininifters. At this period lie had three whofe characters have been ably delineated by 
the fame author. Le Tellier was fecretary at war ; Lionne, fecretary of ftate for foreign 
affairs ; and Fouquet fuperintendant of the finances. 

The firfr. was an handfome and agreeable man ; of an eafy temper ; timid in the affairs 
of his family, but enterprifing and courageous in thofe of the ftate. Sufficiently firm 
in the purfuit of a plan, but better adapted for the fecond place than the firft. Ex- 
tremely fearful of making enemies, probably, hecaufe he was himfelf a very dangerous 
enemy. He was mild and infinuating in his manners, lavilh of his promifes, regular 
and civil in his commerce with the world, where he ftrewed nothing but flowers; and 
this was all that could be expeiSted from his friendfhip. 

Hugh de Lionne, agentlemanof Dauphiny, was extremely well verfed in the interefls 
of princes, and the arts of negotiation, but his abilities were too well known to foreign 
minifters, to whom, therefore, he was an object of miftruft and fufpicion. He feldom 
worked unlefs preffed by circumftances, and then did every thing with a fkill and fupe- 
riority which no other man could attain. He facrificed his fortune, his health, and 
even his indolence, to his paflion for play, to the pleafures of the table, and other fenfual 
gratifications. 

Nicholas Fouquet, rendered famous by his difgrace, had a penetrating mind, great 
tafte for fcience and the arts, and ftill more for voluptuoufnefs, carried to excefs. Hft 
often pretended to be fhut up alone in his ftudy, at his country houfe, at Saint Maude, 
for the purpofe of paying greater attention to bufinefs ; and while the whole court was 
in his antichamber, praifing the indefatigable fpirit of this great man, he defcended by a 
private ftair-cafe into a little garden, where certain nymphs that I could name—fays dc 
Choify— condefcended to bear him company for the weighty compenfation of gold. 
He was the greateft and mod daring diflipator that France ever knew, or, to ufe the more 
blunt and cxpreflive language of madame Motteville, he was a great thief. 

The king tranfadted bufinefs every day with thefe three minifters, either together or 
feparately. He rofe at eight, then went to prayers, drefled himfelf, read books or ftate 
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papers, and made a fliort breakfaft ; at ten o'clock he attended the council, where he re- 
mained till twelve, when he went to mafs. The interval between divine fervice and 
dinner he either devoted to the public, or paffed with the queens in their apartments. 
After dinner, he generally continued a confiderable time with the royal family; then 
again fhut himfelf up with one of his mmifters on private buhnefs, gave audi- 
ences, received petitions, and fixed a day for anfwering them. The reft of the af- 
ternoon was paffed in converfation, either with the queens, or at the houfe of the 
countefs of Soiffons ; at play always moderate, and never at games of mere chance; at 
the theatre, or in walking, according to the fcafon ; without ever breaking into this ar- 
rangement, unlefs on days of hunting, or extraordinary diverfions. His favourite meal 
was fupper, which he always prolonged, and foinetimes had a ball after it i4 . 

The king's marriage, which had fpread fuch univerfal joy throughout the kingdomi 
was foon followed by that of Monfieur, his only brother, which occafioned rejoicings al- 
moft equally great. This youthful prince married Henrietta, daughter to the unfortu- 
nate Charles the Firft, king of England, whofe fon had lately been reftored to the throne 
cf his anceftors. The princefs had jufl compleated her feventecnth year, but her 
merit fhone confpicuous, and the folidity of her underftanding was only equalled by the 
fweetnefs of her manners. 



A. D. 1662, 1663.] While Lewis excited the aftonifhment of his courtiers at' 
home by his clofe application to the bufinefsof the flate, he attracted the attention of' 
foreign powers by the extreme jealoufy he difplayed in afferting the dignity of his 
crown. A difpute for precedency, between the French and Spanifh ambaffadors at the- 
court of London, was, by the pride of Lewis, converted into a national quarrel. He im- 
mediately recalled his own ambaffador from Madrid ; ordered the ambaffador from thence 
td leave the kingdom; broke off the conferences then holding in Flanders for regulating 
the limits of their refpedrive dominions ; and informed his father-in-law, that, unlefs he 
would acknowledge the fnperiority of the crown of France, and repair the affront his 
.reprefentative had received, by a folemn fatisfa&ion, he would immediately renew the 
war. The point of pre-eminence has been gravely difcuffed by Voltaire, who, (with all 
his affectation of liberality, had imbibed moil of the prejudices of his nation,) and 
decided, of courfe, in favour of France. Whether the plea of antiquity fhould be al- 
lowed to fan&ion a claim to precedency, mult be left to Jlate heralds to determine. For- 
tunately for the two kingdoms, Philip, on this occafion, fhewed more fenfe than his 
fon-in-law j he ordered his ambaffador, Fuentes, to make the required conceffion, end 
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to gratify the arrogance and vanity of Lewis by a public declaration, u that the minif- 
" ters of Spain fhould no longer difpute the precedency with thofe of France." 

His fuccefs in this inftance, encouraged Lewis to an equal difplay of refolution iti 
another. At Rome, where the French, by their cliffipated manners, had rendered them- 
felves peculiarly difgufting to the Italians, and where the unbecoming haughtinefs of 
the duke of Crequi, and the infupportable infolence and riotous conduct of his do- 
meftics, who continually raifed nocturnal tumults in the city, by attacking the watch, 
and other acts of licentioufnefs, tended greatly to encreafe that difguft, a circumftance 
occurred which had nearly been attended with ferious confequences. 

Some of the duke of Crequi's footmen having attacked, fword in hand, a detachment of 
the pope's guards, the whole corps refented the infult, and, fecretly inftigated by the pope's 
brother, ( Mario Chigi, repaired, in arms, to the rcfidence of the ambafTador. His wife's 
carnage, which was then entering the court-yard, was fired into by the enraged guards; 
a page was killed, and feveral fervants were wounded in the fray. The duke of Crequi 
immediately left Rome, publickly accufmg the pope's relations, and even his holinefs 
himfelf, of having favoured the affaflination. The execution of two guards, and the 
banifhment of the governor of the city, proved inadequate to appeafe the refentment of 
the French monarch, who fent fome troops into Italy, and threatened to beiiege the pope 
in his capital. The parliament of Provence cited his holinefs to appear before them, and 
feized the territoy of Avignon. Unable to intereft the other princes of Europe in his 
favour, and equally unable to refift the efforts of fo formidable an enemy, Alexander 
confented to fend his nephew, cardinal Chigi, to France, tomake the defired fatisfaction ; 
to break his regiment of guards ; and to erect a pyramid, in his capital, with an infcrip- 
tion defcriptive of the injury and reparation". 

While Lewis afferted his dignity he fought td augment his power; and he wifely de- 
termined, ere he attempted to render himfelf formidable abroad, to deftroy the feeds of 
corruption at home. On inveftigating the ftate of the revenue, and the nature and ex- 
tent of the national refources, a work to which he applied himfelf with aftonifhing di- 
ligence, he difcovered ferious grounds for fufpedVing the integrity of Fouquet, fuperin- 
tendant of the finances. But the art of the minifter muft finally have eluded the vigi- 
lance of the monarch, had it not been for the affiftance of Colbert, in whom, at the re- 
commendation of Mazarin, he repofed his confidence. The accompts which Lewis 
received from Fouquet in the morning, he communicated to Colbert at night ; and 
from the obfervation of that agent it appeared clear to him, that the ftatement of the> 
expenditure was continually exaggerated, and the receipt as regularly diminiflxed. 
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Lewis, by the frequent hints he gave Fouquet, muft have convinced a man lefs confi- 
dent of his power, that his frauds were detected ; but the fuperintendant, relying on the' 
ignorance of the king, continued his depredations, and the latter fuffered feveral months 
to elapfe before he put in execution the plan he had adopted for the punifhment of his 
m'mitter. He even accepted an invitation to a feajft given by the fuperintendant at 
Vaux, and conducted on a fcale of uncommon magnificence; though Choify fays it 
was for the purpofe of having the minifter arretted in the midft of a fcene which exhi- 
bited fo (hiking a proof of his diffipation. But the queen mother oppofed this defign, 
(of which Fouquet was informed, at the time, by his friend, madame du Pleflis Bel- 
lierre) and the king's vengeance was deferred till another opportunity. 

The preparations for arrefting Fouquet difplayed cither the magnitude of his fovereign's 
apprehenfions, or the extent of his art : Lewis mutt either have thought him formid- 
able, or wifhed to make him appear more criminal than he really was. Troops were 
fent into Brittany, under pretence of quelling a fedition that did not exift; and the king 
himfelf condefcended to play the hypocrite, in order to allure his minifter into th,at pro- 
vince: preparations were made for the fiege of Belle-Ifle, which was the property of 
Fouquet; and as much care and caution were exerted as if the fafety of the kingdom 
had been at flake. Fouquet and Colbert, in following their fovereign, failed down 
the Loire in different barges, while the furrounding courtiers obferved, that, one of 
them would Jink the other; but they never imagined that the latter would prove fuccefsful 
in the aonteft. 

Though again apprized of his danger, and urgently prefTed by his friends to fly ere it 
was too late to efcape, his confidence was fuch that he rejected the advice he received, 
and infilled that Colbert was the object of the preparations he witneffed, and the move- 
ments he perceived. He was, however, foon convinced of the fallacy of his expecta- 
tions ; the order for his apprehenfion was figned ; and, on the fifth of September, 
1661, as he left the cattle of Nantes, after attending the council, he was arretted, and 
immediately conveyed to the cattle of Angers 3 *, whence he was afterwards transferred 
fo the Baftille. 

The infidelity of Fouquet, in the employment of the public money, was of itfelf an 
©ftence of fufficient magnitude to authorife his arreft, and juftify his conviction; but no 
fooner were the circumftances of his difgrace made public, than all the arts of calumny 
were employed to aggravate his guilt, and crimes were imputed to him which he had 
certainly never committed. He was accufed of revealing, the fecrets of the ftate to the 
Englifh, and of harbouring a defign of eftablifhing, with their afliftanoe, an indepen- 
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dant principality forhimfelf, of Belle-Ifle, and the duchy of Pcnthievre, which he had 
purchafed. A chamber of juilice was erected at the arfenal for the purpofe of trying 
the unhappy culprit ; the procels, which was protracted to the fhameful length of two 
years, was conducted with the mod fcandalous partiality; every publication which 
could tend to juftify or palliate the conduct of the prifoner was rigorouily fupprcfled, 
and every perfon who ventured to undertake his defence was expoled to the moft cruel 
perfecution. 

A great diverfity of opinion, however, prevailed among the judges, as to the guilt and 
punifliment of Fouquet ; fome were of opinion that the former was not fulficieutly fub- 
ftantiated, and as the latter was not fixed by any pofitive law, others were unwilling to 
take upon themfelves the calk of pronouncing fentence. But, at length, by^an arret, 
panned on the twentieth of December, 1664, a fentence of banifhment, with a general 
confifcation of property, was pronounced again ft the prifoner. The minifters were dif* 
fatisfied with this deciilon ; and Colbert and Le Tellier, who eameftly wifhed for the 
death of Fouquet, reprefented to the king, that the ftate would be expofed to imminent 
danger, if the fuperintendant were fufFered to remain at liberty, fince he might difcover 
the fecrets of the government to foreign powers. Influenced by their reprefentations, 
.Lewis, by an exertion of arbitrary power the moft unjuftifiable, changed the punifliment 
of Fouquet to perpetual imprisonment in the citadel of Perpignan, where he languiflied 
for the remainder of his days. The office of fuperintendant was fupprefled, and Col- 
bert, a man of auflere manners, was placed at the head of the finances, with the title of 
comptroller-general. The new minifter fignalized the commencement of his dminif- 
tratioti by a repeal of taxes to the amount of three millions of livres. 

The economy eftabliflied by Colbert in the adminiftration of the finances enabled the 
king to purchafe the important fortrefs of Dunkirk, from Charles the Second, whofe 
treafury was kept at a low ebb, as well by his own profufion, as by the parfimony of the 
Englifh parliament. The price of this acquifition — of fuch immenfe confequence to 
Lewis— was, after much altercation, fettled at four hundred thoufand pounds fterling. 
Lewis immediately employed thirty thoufand men to fortify it by land and fea, and dug, 
a large bafon between the town and the citadel, capable of containing thirty men of 
war 37 . During thefe events, the queen had been delivered of a fon, who was born at 
Fontainebleau, on the firfl: of November, j66i, a circumftance which afforded infinite 
fatisfadtion to the king, and to the whole nation. 

A. D. 1663 to 1667.] While intent on extending his dominions, even in time of 
peace, Lewis acquired, from the duke of Lorraine, the ftrong fortrefs of Marfal, lus 
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mind being fraught with projects of ambition, he was conftantly making preparations 
for war. He flrengthened the fortifications of his frontier towns ; introduced a more 
rigid difcipline among his troops ; augmented their number, and frequently reviewed 
them. Nor was he inattentive to the interefts of commerce, which he fought to ex- 
tend by the eftablifhment of colonies in various parts of the globe. Two companies, 
one for trading to the Eaft, and the other to the Weft Indies, were inftituted, under the 
immediate protection of the king, who advanced them fix millions of livres to defray the 
neceffary expences of their eftablifhment. One colony of French was fent from Ro- 
chelle to the ifle of Cayenne; a fecond to Canada; and a third to -the ifland of Mada- 
gafcar ; but this Iaft was of fliort duration. 

Though from the time of the firft Francis it had been the regular policy of the French 
monarchs, in all the wars between the Turks and lmperialifts, to efpoufe the interefts of 
the former, in order to counterbalance the encreafmg power ef the houfe of Auftria, 
Lewis the Fourteenth adopted a different fyftem, and, with a view to encreafe the repu- 
tation of his troops, for it is difficult to difcover any other motive by which he could be 
actuated, fent fix thoufand men, under count Coligni, to join general Montecuculi, then, 
ailing againft the Turks in Hungary. Thefe troops diftinguifhed themfelves, in adef- 
perate battle, fought, in the month of Auguft, 1664, at Saint Gothard, on the banks of 
the Raab : feventeen thoufand of the Turks perifhed in the field, and the confternation 
which prevailed at the Ottoman court, on the news of their defeat, facilitated the con- 
clufion of a peace. 

In the open affi fiance which Lewis afforded the emperor, his vanity alone had been con- 
fulted, but the fecret fupport which he gave to the Portuguefe was dictated by a concern 
for lii s intereft. Though cardinal Mazarin had formally abandoned the Portuguefe by 
the treity of the Pyrenees, Lewis did not fcruple to fend marefchal Schomberg, with 
four thoufand French troops, paid by himfelf, to their affi fiance ; and the united forces 
obtained over the Spaniards, at Villa Viciofa, a decifive victory, (in June 1665) which 
fecured the throne of Portugal to the houfe of Braganza. 

During thefe tranfactions, a war had broken out between the Englifli and Dutch, 
which rnged with great fury, and without any decifive advantage to either fide, had oc- 
cafionecl a vaft efTuiion of blood. 1 he Dutch, however, had experienced fome loffes, 
and the defenfive alliance in which Lewis was engaged with the ftates rendered him an- 
xious to terminate a conteft which he conceived they were unable to fupport. He long 
tried to mediate a peace between the belligerent power.-, and for that purpofefent an em- 
baffy to London, which proved ineffectual. Lord Holies, the Englifh ambalfador at 
Paris, endeavoured to perfuade Lewis to efpoufe the caufe of England, and, in his fove- 
reign's name, made him the mole tempting offers. Charles the Second was content to 
abandon all the Spanifh Netherlands to the French, without refei ving a foot of ground 
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for himfelf, provided Lewis would allow him to purfue his advantages agaiirft the 
Dutch. But the French monarch, though the conqueft of that valuable territory was 
the chief object of his ambition, rejected the offer as contrary to his interefls. He con- 
ceived, that if the Englifh fhould once eftablifh an uncontroulable dominion over the. 
fea, and over commerce, they would foon be able to render his acquifition a denr pur- 
chafs to him. When de Lionne, the French fecretary, (in Augult, 1665) afTuied Van 
"Beuninghen, the Dutch ambaffador, that the offer had been preffed on his matter during 
fix months, " I can readily believe it," — faid the Dutchman — " for 1 am fenfible that 
** it is the intereft of England 3 V 

At this period the French fuftained a great lofs, in the death of Anne of Auftria, whofe 
interference might poffibly have retrained the ambitious fpirit of her fon, as ir liad al- 
ready prefcribed fome bounds to his licentioufnefs, in the piofecution of his amours. The- 
life of this princefs, who expired on the twentieth of January, 1666, was fhortened 
by a cancer ; a malady which was doubly dreadf ul to her, who, befide the pain, was in 
exceflive dread of the other confequences of her complaint. She was remarkably fond 
of fweet fcents, and of courfe terrified at the idea of the contrary. She was fingularly 
delicate in her fenfe of feeling, and could with difficulty procure cambric fine enough 
for her fhifts and fheets. Cardinal Mazarin, joking with her on this circumftance, ob- 
ferved, '* That if it fhould be her fate to be damned, her punifhment would be to lie in 
" Holland fheets 39 ." 

Anne of Auftria had experienced many viciffitudes in life : at one time, tormented by 
an imperious minifter, and pitied by the people ; at another, infulted by this fame peo- 
ple, enraged againft the minifter, and infected with the fpirit of fedition. In fpitc of all 
thefe exceffes, fhe had a real affection for the French nation, and waged war againft 
Spain with as much vigour as if fhe had never been allied to, or connected with, that 
crown : from this conduct fhe derived the fatisfaction of feeing the public prejudice dia 
away, and juftice done to her good qualites. The king is faid to have fincerely re- 
gretted her lofs; and certain it is that he had fufficient caufe for regret ; for fhe dif- 
charged with religious fcrupulofity all the duties of a mother; and in fpite of the era- 
barraffments occafioned by the civil wars, during the infancy of her fon, fhe watched 
over his early education wth infinite attention, and never left to another what fhe was 
able to perform herfelf. Anxious to inftil into his mind the principles of virtue andTe- 
ligion, fhe was careful to remove from his prefence all perfons whofe habits of life were 
of a contrary tendency ; and if Lewis did not fulfil all the duties of a man and a Chriftian,. 
the failure muff, not be afcribed to a want of maternal inftruction 40 . 
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The death of Anne of Auflria had been preceded, hy a few* months, by an event of 
much greater importance, and pregnant with more ferious confluences. Philip the 
Fourth. had expired, after a reign of four-and -forty years, leaving only one fon, Charles 
the Second, who was heir to his extcnfivc dominions. By his firft wife, fifler to Lewis 
the Thirteenth, he had Maria Therefa, who married her coufin, Lewis the Fourteenth, 
who now pretended that the important territories of Flanders, Brabant and Franche 
Comtc, ought, according to the jurifprudence of thofe provinces, to revert to his wife, 
not witbftanding bis folemn renunciation in the treaty of the Pyrenees. 

The council and theologians of France, appointed to examine' the rights of their mo- 
narch, declared them to be inconftftibly valid ; hut the council of Spain, and the confeflbr 
of the queen dowager in lifted on their futility ; and they alledgcd, in contradiction to the 
cuftom of Brabant, an exprefs law of the emperor Charles the Filth. By the court and 
council of France, it was urged, that the dower of their queen had never been paid ; but 
they forgot that the dower of the daughter of Henry the Fourth had alfo been left un- 
paid. The voice yf reafon, however, on this occafion, was filenccd by the clamours of 
intereft; and the cool dictates of jufiice were overpowered hy the imperious mandate 
of ambition. 

Thofe who were mofr bound to afford protection to the infant prince difplayed tho 
grcateft anxiety to deprive him of his lawful inheritance. For this purpofe the emperor 
Leopold figned a treaty with Lewis, by which he confentcd that the French monarch 
fhould obtain immediate poffefiion of Flanders ; on condition that he himfelf fhoujd be 
fuffered, in the event of Charles's death, to annex the kingdom of Spain to the imperi- 
al dominions 4 '. Leopold, indeed, had no fooner figned the treaty than he repented of 
his conduct ; and for the better concealment of a tran faction, which, if known, could 
not fail to excite univerfal cenfure, he required that the treaty fhould not be communi- 
cated to any of the European courts; that no more than one copy of it fhould be made, 
nnd that that fhould be kept in a metal cheft, to which there fhould be two keys, one for 
Ivmfclf and the other fjr the king of France. The chert was to have been depofited in 
theJiandsof the grand duke of Florence, for which purpofe it was delivered by the em- 
peror to the French umbaiTador at Vienna, who, infiead of conveying it to Florence, fent 
it ro France. Of this b:cach of faith, howover, the emperor was precluded from com- 
plaint, which murt have rendered that public he was lb anxious to conceal **, 

A. D. 1667, 1668*1] Le./is, thus impelled by his own ambition, and farther infti. 
gated by Louvcis, the new fecrctary of war (fon to Le Teiher) whofe jealoufy of Colbert 

4« Si^cle ilc Louis JC1V. torn. i. p. 364, 
« Voltaire afcribes the filrnre of the < mperofy or: n>U occafion, to < bribe which he fuppofes him to hav« re» 
seivti at jin . 'ulucement to fign the tie.ity with lewi6( but there -.we not the frruHeft gioui lis for fuch a fuppofl- 
tiori, and nothing 16 r.iore ;.j'wA than thr.t his Jefirc; of concealing a tranfoction, fo truly riiflwnourable, Piould 
liave deterred Leopold from complaining of 9 breach of faith, which rsfletfh no credit on the character of Lewis, 
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rendered him anxious to terminate a peace, which tended toencreafe the glory of that minif- 
ter 43 , published a manifefto, fetting forth the juftice of his views and the validity of his 
claims. Colbert had multiplied the refourccs of tbe flate in order to fupport the expences 
of the war. Lonvois had made immenfe preparations for the campaign, by difiributing 
magazines of every kind along the frontiers ; indeed, he was the firft minifter who in- 
troduced this advantageous mode of fubfifting an army at a diftance, which the weaknefs 
of the government had hitherto rendered impracticable. Whatever fiege the king was 
difpofed to undertake, on whatever fide he wiflied to turn his arms, fupplies of every 
kind were ready, quarters for the troops were prepared, and the order of their march was 
fixed and regulated. Military difcipline, daily rendered more fevere by the inflexible 
aufterity of the minifter, kept all the officers to their duty; while the prefence of a 
youthful monarch, the idol of his army, made this feverity not only be borne with pa- 
tience, but fupported with pride. It was then that military rank firft began to be con- 
fidcred as fuperior to that which is acquired by birth, and that the juftice of an officer's 
claims to promotion was meafured by the number of his fervices, and not, as before, by 
the grandeur of his family. Hence merit was encouraged, independent of foreign con- 
fiderations; and the infantry, on whom fell the chief weight of the war, fince the ac- 
knowledged inutility of lances, were fuffered to participate in thofe rewards which had 
till then been monopolized by tbe cavalry. 

The king had recently entered into a league with Portugal, and had contracted an ob- 
ligation to declare war againft the king of Spain, as foon as peace fhould be concluded 
with England. But Lewis did not wait for this event to open the campaign. He en- 
tered Flanders in the month of May, at the head of five-and-thirty thoufand men, be- 
fides eight thoufand which he detached towards Dunkirk, and four thoufand ftationed oil 
the fide of Luxemburgh. The Spaniards were in nofituation to refift fo formidable a 
force ; inoft of their towns in Flanders were ill-fortified, provided with flender garri- 
fons, and a fcanty fupply of materials neceflary for maintaining a fiege. Thus the king 
had only to fhew himfelf before a place to induce it to furrender; acquiring, by that 
means, the advantages of conqueft without the glory of victory. Armentieres and 
Charleroi opened their gates at his approach ; Ath followed the example, and Tournay, 
after fufFering the trenches to be opened merely for form's fake, furrendered without 
firing a gun. Douai capitulated, on the fixth of July, after a fiege of fix days; and 
Oudenarde was reduced on the thirty-firft of the fame month ; the very day on which 
the peace of Breda was figned by theminifters of England, France, and Holland 44 . 

After the redu<?Hon of Aloft, which furrendered on the fourth of Auguft, Lewis led 
his victorious troops to the gates of Lille. This flourifhing city, the only place in 
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Flanders that could boaft of any tolerable fortifications, had a garrifon of fix thouf.ind 
men, very inadequate to the extent of its works. Eight thoufand troops, under the com- 
mand of the count of Marfin and the prince of Ligne, was the only force which the 
Spaniards had to oppofe the French, and to attempt the relief of their befieged towns; 
and thefe were entirely defeated by the marquiffes of Crequi and Bcllefonds, between 
Ypres and Bruges; fo that Lewis had no farther rcfi fiance to encounter. Lille, after a 
fiege of nine days, furrendered to his arms. At the commencement of this fiege, which 
the king commanded in perfon, the count deBrouai, governor of the city, fen t to the French 
camp, to enquire where his majefty's quarters were fituated, that he might avoid firing at 
them: " Every where" — faid Lewis ; who expofed himfelf to the fame danger as all 
the officers of the army. One of his pages was killed juft behind him in the trenches ; 
and a foldier feeing the king thus expofed, fei'/.ed him rudely by the arm, and dragged 
him from the fpot, exclaiming — " is that your placer" But the old count of Charoil, 
who was prefent at the time, perceiving the king hefitate, took off* his hat, which was 
particularly confpicuous, from a plume of feathers with which it was decorated, and put 
his own on his majefly's head, whifpering in his ear, " Sir}, the bottle is opened, you mujl- 
" drink your wine." The king took the hint, remained in the trenches, and ever after" 
acknowledged his obligation to the count 45 . 

* 

The governor of Lille knowing there was no ice in the French camp, fent a fmall 
quantity every day, to the king; who once begged the gentleman appointed to carry it,, 
to requeft the governor would fend him a little more. " Sire," — replied the Spaniard, with 
great gravity — " he is willing to hufband it, becaufe he hopes the fiege will lafl a long 
" time, and he is fearful your majefly may feel the want of it." As the Spaniard left 
the tent, the count of Charoft exclaimed — " Tell M. de Brouai, not to acl like the gover- 
" nor of Douai, who gave up the town like a rogue!" " Are you mad, Charo/lP" — faid the 
king — " No, Sire, hut you Jhould rccolletl that the count of Brouai is my coujin." It api 
pears that the French were indebted to the Spaniards for the introduction of that refined 
politenefs, which foftensthe rigours of war, and confines the enmity of foes to the hour 
of action. 

"While the grand army of the French, which Turenne commanded under the king, 
completed, with fuch rapidity, the object of their expedition, marefchal D'Aumont, to 
whom the conduct of a detached corps was entrufled, difplayed equal diligence, and ob- 
tained equal fuccefs. He reduced Bergue at the beginning of June, and then directed 
his march to Fumes, which made no refinance ; Courtrai furrendered, after a lhort fiege,. 
and Dixmudc opened its gates at his approach 4 *. 
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The rapidity of thefe conquefrs filled the city of Bruxelles with terror, and the 
inhabitants, in fear of an attack, conveyed their efFecls to the ftrong fortrefs of Ant- 
werp. The king feemed to threaten the total reduction of Flanders ; but that his 
troops were not fufficiently numerous to fecureall the places that were ready to furrender. 
Louvois advifed him to place ftrong garrifons in the towns he had reduced, and to fortify 
them anew. This talk was entrulted to the celebrated Vauban, the firft man who 
adopted the mode of fortifying towns on the plan fince purfued by all able engineers. 
The elevated fortifications of preceding times afforded a fair obje6l to the artillery of the 
enemy; but Vauban reduced them almoft to a level with the furrounding country. The 
citadel of Lille was conftructed on this principle; it was the firft citadel, the command 
of which was detached from that of the town. Vauban himfelf was appointed gover- 
nor of it. 

Though no glory could accrue from the achievements of this campaign, in which fo 
little refiftance was experienced, the French took occafion from thence to expatiate on 
their own prowefs, and the heroifm and moderation of their monarch. The intention of 
Lewis, it was pretended, was not to defpoil Spain of her territories, but merely to re- 
fume pofleffion of places which had been unjuftly retained; and, in order to calm the 
minds of the ftates-general of the United Provinces, they were told that the king would 
refign to them a rampart capable of enluring their liberties from invafion, fhould they 
deem any other fecurity than his royal word neceflary for that purpofe. But thefe fpe- 
cious declarations were infufficient to quiet the apprehenfions of the Dutch, who feared, 
as their ambaffador, Van Beuninghen obferved, " that the king wijbed to fivallow up every 
" thing." They exerted themfelveSj with great incluftry, to promote an accommodation 
between the belligerent powers, while the Spaniards, on their fide, fpared no pains to 
engage them to enter into an ofTenfive alliance againft France, for which purpofe they 
tempted them with an offer of Oltend and Namur 4 *. 

Lewis, though indifpofed to relax in any of his demands, was willing to pay fome at- 
tention to the mediation of his allies, and therefore confented f in November, 1667) to 
the following propofitions, on condition that the Dutch fhould procure the confent of 
the Spaniards to the fame, by the month of March in the following year : that the 
king of France, in fatisfaction for the rights devolved to his queen by the death of the 
king of Spain, would content himfelf with the formal ceflion of all the places which 
he had reduced during the laft campaign : that if the Spaniards preferred treating with 
him for an exchange of thofe conqucfts, his moft Chriftian majefty would accept the 
towns which they now occupied in the duchy of Luxembourg, together with Cambrai 
and the Cambrefis ; Douai, Aire, Saint Omer, and Furnes, with their dependencies ; and 
that all the other places fubdued by the French arms fhould be reltored to the Spaniards: 
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but that, if the Spaniards would rather chufe to cede Franche-Comte than the duchy of 
Luxembourg, bis majefty would confent to the change. 

It was not the fault of the mediators that thefe propofals were rejected ; but the Spa- 
niards, deeming the conditions unreafonable, preferred being compelled to fubfcribe them, 
to a voluntary compliance. 

Their hefitation determined the king to purfue his advantage, and to make his troops 
renew the campaign in the depth of winter. In the month of February, 1668, the 
command of the army was given to the prince of Conde, who, fince his return to court, 
had been configned to apparent oblivion, as a punilhment for his revolt : and he, proba^ 
bly, would have remained much longer unemployed, but for the jealoufy that Louvois had 
conceived againft Turenne, which led that minifter to give the vifcount a competitor, 
capable of undermining, by degrees, the credit he poffeffed with the king. The prince, 
however, could acquire but little glory in reducing towns, the governors whereof had 
been previoully corrupted by the French. In fact, he experienced in Franche-Comte 
no greater refiftance than the king had met with in Flanders ; Befancon furrendered as 
foon as the terms of capitulation could be fettled ; and Salins was reduced with equal fa- 
cility. On the tenth of February, Lewis joined the camp before Dole, which opened 
its gates to the French on the fixteenth. Grai, and the caftles of Joux and Sainte 
Anne, made a vain mow of refiftance, and the whole province was fubdued in the fhort 
fpace of feventeen days. 

Meanwhile, the rapid fuccefs of the French, and the overweening ambition of their 
monarch, had fpread a general confternation throughout Europe. The Spanifh minifters 
exclaimed, in all quarters, againft the flagrant injuftice of Lewis's pretenfions, and re- 
presented it to be the intereft of every ftate, even more than of Spain itfelf, to prevent 
the Low Countries from falling under the domination of France. The emperor, and 
princes of Germany, difcovered evident fymptoms of difcontent ; but their motions were 
tardy, and their conduct was indecifive. The Dutch, though terrified at the thoughts 
of having their frontier expofed to fo formidable a foe, faw no refource^ nor could devife 
any means of fafety. England, indeed, fcemed difpofed to make oppofition to th^ 
French, but the variable and impolitic conduct of Charles deterred the ftates from making 
him any open advances, by which they might lofe the friendfhip of France, without ac- 
quiring any new ally to counterbalance that lofs : and though Lewis, dreading a combi- 
nation of all Europe, had offered the terms above fpecified, the Dutch were fearful that 
the obftinacy of the Spaniards, and the ambition of the French, would prevent them from 
being carried into execution. 



The king of England, with more prudence than he ufually difplayed in political mat- 
ters, was the firff who laid the plan of a confederacy. Sir William Temple, his refident 

at 
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at Bruxelles, received orders to repair fecretly to the Hague, and to concert with the 
dates the means of faying the Netherlands. This man, who was actuated by a fincere 
defire of ferving his country, and whofe mind was greatly fuperior to the low arts of 
vulgar politicians, explained with candour the intentions of his mafter to the Dutch 
minifler, De Wit, a man of equal candour and integrity, and prefled a fpeedy termina- 
tion of the bufinefs. Th'efe eminent ftatefmen negociated a treaty with the fame cordi- 
ality and opennefs, as if it were a private tranfaction between intimate friends. AW the 
mean tricks of hypocrify, fo ufually exerted on fuch occafious, were banilhed, all mif- 
truft and referve laid afide ; they juflly confidered the interefts of their country as the 
fame, and placed a full reliance on each other's profeflions and engagements. And 
though jealoufy of the houfe of Orange might prejudice De Wit againft a clofe alliance 
with England, he generoufly refolved to facrifice all private confederations to the pub- 
lic fervice. 



Temple infifted on an offenfive league between England and Holland, in order to 
compel France to relinquifh all her conquefts: But De Wit prudently rejected this 
meafure, as being calculated to involve the ftates in dangers which they would be loth to 
incur. He obferved, that the French were the old and conftant allies of the republic ; 
and, till matters came to extremities, Ihe never would deem it expedient to abandon a 
friendfhip fo well eftablifhed, and totally rely on a treaty with England, who had lately 
waged fo cruel a war againft her: that the fluctuations which had prevailed in the Eng- 
lifh councils, fince the reign of Elizabeth, had demonftrated the impracticability of fix- 
ing that kingdom in the purfuit of any regular and fteady fyftem of policy : that, though 
the prefent miniftry of England evinced a difpofition favourable to the true interefts of 
their country, it would be neither fafe nor prudent to repofe an entire confidence in 
them: that the French monarch was young, haughty, and powerful, and, if treated in 
fo imperious a manner, would expofe hiinfelf to the greateft, extremities rather than 
fubmit : that it would fuffice to conftrain him to adhere to the offers which he himfelf 
had already made, and thereby to fave the remaining provinces of the Low Countries 
from the danger with which they were threatened: and that the other powers, in Ger- 
many and the North, would be fatisfied with putting a flop to the conquefts of the 
French, without feeking to recover the places they had already reduced. 

The Englilh minifler was content to accept of the terms propofed by the penfion^ 
ary, and the treaty was accordingly founded on the propofals made by Lewis to the 
Spaniards. They agreed to offer their mediation to the contending powers, and oblige 
France to adhere to her own conditions, and Spain to accept them. ]f Spain refufed, 
they agreed that France fhould not profecute her claim by arms, but leave it entirely to 
England and Holland to employ force for making the terms effectual. And the remain- 
der of the Low Countries they thenceforth guaranteed to Spain 43 . 

4' Hume. 

Room 
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Room had been left in the treaty for the acceffion of Sweden, which was foon after ob- 
tained; and thus wasconcluded in fivedays the triple league, an event received with equal 
furprize and approbation by the world. The French monarch was extremely difpleafed 
with this meafure, and the part which the Dutch took in it infpired Lewis with fenti- 
ments of revenge which he refolved to gratify on the firft favourable opportunity 49 . 
Not only bounds were at prefent fet to his ambition ; fuch a barrier was a'lfo raifed as 
Itemed for ever impregnable. And though his own offer was made the foundation of 
the treaty, he had prefcribed fo fhort a time for the acceptance of it, that he ftill expect- 
ed, from the delays and reluctance of Spain, to find fome opportunity of eluding it. The 
court of Madrid betrayed equal difpleafure. To relinquifh any part ot the Spanifh 
provinces, in lieu of claims, fo evidently unjuft, and urged with fuch violence and pride, 
infpired the higheft difguft. Often did the Spaniards threaten to abandon entirely the 
Low Countries rather than fubmit to fo cruel a mortification ; and they endeavoured, 
by this menace, to terrify the mediating powers into more vigorous meafures for their 
fupport. But the Englifh and Dutch minifters were better acquainted with the views 
and interefts of Spain. They knew that fhe muff, ftill retain the Low Countries as a 
bond of connection with the other European powers, who alone, if her young monarch 
fhould happen to die without iffue, could fecure her independence againft the pretenfions 
of France. They ftill urged, therefore, the terms of the triple league, and threatened 
Spain with war in cafe of refufal. The plenipotentiaries of all the powers met at 
Aix la Chapelle. 

Spain, at laft, prefled on all fides, accepted the proffered alternative ; but in her very 
compliance, fhe exhibited ftrong fymptoms of ill-humour and difcontent. It had been 
manifeft, that the Dutch, entirely neglecting the honour of the Spanifh monarchy, had 
been anxious only for their own fecurity ; and, provided they could remove Lewis to a 
diftance from their frontier, were indifferent as to the progrefs he made in other places. 
She chofe, therefore, to recover Franche-Comte, and to abandon all the towns conquer- 
ed in Flanders during the laft campaign. By this means, Lewis extended his garrifons 
into the heart of tlje Low Countries : and a very feeble barrier remained to the Spanifh 
provinces. 

But notwithftanding the advantages of his fituation, the French monarch could en- 
tertain fmall hopes of ever extending his conquefts on that quarter which lay moffc 
expofed to his ambition, and where his acquifitions were of moft importance. The 
triple league guaranteed the remaining provinces to Spain ; and the emperor and other 
powers of Germany were invited to ftrengthen the fame confederacy. Spain herfclf, 
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having, about this time, under the mediation of the king of England 5 °, made peac^ on 
equal terms with Portugal, might be expected to exert more vigour and oppofition to 
her haughty and triumphant rival. 

A. D. 1669,1670.] Lewis, compelled to fubmit to an interval of peace, continaed, as 
he had begun, to fortify and embellifh his kingdom, and to regulate its internal police. 
Intent on projects of ambition, and fchemes of revenge, he directed his attention to the 
ncquifition of that flxength which was indifpenfably requifite to enable him to oppofe 
with fuccefs the foes he had determined to encounter ; by the indefatigable indufiry of 
Colbert and Louvois a confiderable naval force was created, and the lea-ports which 
but lately exhibited a fcene of ruin and defolation, were reftored to their priftine fplen- 
dour, fortified with works that anfwered the double purpofe of ornament and defence, 
and filled with fixty fail of large veflels, deftined for the purpofes of war. 

Of thefe fhips a- fquadron was fent, under the command of the duke of Beaufort, who 
took with him feven thoufand troops, to the relief of Candia, which, for two years, bad 
been befieged by the Turks. Formerly the exhortations of afimple monk were fnfficient 
toraife up armed holts aga'mft the infidels, and the fineft countries in Europe were drained 
of men and money, in order to reduce the fterile province of Judea; but now that the ifle 
of Candia, confidered as the rampart of Chriftendom, was overrun by an army of fixty 
thoufand Turks, the monarchs of Europe beheld its reduction with indifference. A 
few gallies from Malta and the ecclefiaftical ftates were the only fuccour which the 
Venetians had been hitherto able to obtain ; and their fenate, as impotent as wife, 
were wholly unable, with their mercenary bands and fuch feeble affiftance, to refift the 
well-directed efforts of the grand-vifir Kiuperli, an able ftatefman and experienced 
general, whofe troops were numerous, and refources infinite. The reinforcement fent 
by Lewis proved of little avail ; the duke of Beaufort periflied in a fally, and the duke 
of Navailles, who fucceeded him in the command, finding there were no hopes of faving 
the town, withdrew his troops, and left the Venetians to make the beft terms they could 
with the enemy. 

The king, little affected by thefe events, continued to purfue, with unremitting in- 
duftry, the meafures that were neceffary for the accompl i In ment of his grand defign, 
the reduction of the Low Countries, and the infliction of vengeance on the Dutch, who 
had wounded his vanity, as well by their fuccefsful interpofition, as by the numerous 
fatires that were circulated in their country, at the expence of Lewis. The fituation of 
Holland became every day more favourable to his views. Though formidable by fea, 
the land forces of the republic were in a moft wretched ftate. In alliance with England 
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and Spain, and at peace with France, fhe repofed with blind fecurity on the faith of trea- 
ties, and the advantages of an immenfe commerce. The discipline which prevailed in 
her fleets, was unknown to her armies. The Dutch cavalry was wholly con.pofed of 
citizens, who never ftirred from their houfes, and paid the loweft of the people for per- 
forming their duty. The infantry was little better ; the officers, and even governors of 
towns, were mo ft of them the fons or relations of burgomafters, deftitute of experience, 
and avcrfe from the labours of their ftations. 

But before Lewis could attempt the Invafion of Holland, it was neceflary to detach 
the king of England from the interefts of the triple alliance. He refolved, for this pur- 
pofe to employ Madame, confort to the duke of Orleans, who was known to poffefs con- 
fiderable influence over the mind of her brother. The object of the negotiation was 
neither imparted to the duke, whofe communicative difpofition rendered if unfafe to truft 
him with any fecret of importance, nor to the minifter, Louvois, whofe bluntnefs and 
pride were peculiarly difgufting to Madame s *. 

The fair ambafladrefs left Paris with the king, who had fome time before made known 
his intention of viiiting the coafts of Picardy, under pretence of fhowing the queen the 
towns which he had acquired in confequence of her claims to the fucceffion of her 
father 51 . Lewis was accompanied by his whole court, and efcorted by a confiderable 
body of troops under the command of the count of Lauzun. While he remained on 
the oppofitc fhore, the duchefs of Orleans went over to England, and Charles met her 
at Dover, where they patted ten days together in great mirth and feftivity. Knowing 
the amo r ous difpofition of Ch.irlcs, over whofe mind the allurements of pleafure had 
the ftrongeft influence, the king had fent with Madame a beautiful young lady of Brit- 
tany, of the name of Keroualle", whofe charms he hoped would tend to facilitate 
the negotiation of the princefs. Whether the fuccefs of Madame may be afcribed to 
the powerful afliltancc of thiscoadjutor, or to the afcendancy which fhe herfelf had ac- 
quired over the mind of Charles, is of little confequence ; certain it is fhe prevailed on 
that thoiightleis monarch to depart from the moft fettled maxims of honour and policy, 
ani^to finifll, irk violation of the faith he had pledged, his engagements with Lewis for 
the deflruclion of Holland. 

But the unfortunate Henrietta did not live to fee the confluences of the treaty which 

flic bad engaged her brother to fign. She returned to Fran< e, ac the commencement yf 
June, 1670, and on the t wenty-ninth of the fame month fhe died at St. Cloud, after 
an illnufs of eight hours 54 . The-difordcr firft evinced Itfclf by the mdit excruci.it. w 

' ' Ancjuetil, torn i. p. rjj. 5t Reboulet, torn. iv. p. 151.— Mi.ooireJ f)c Maaemo'frllo, tom. «, p. j 97 . 

" Ltf ' r " 1 ' Sovign*, t0 '"- ' 6 - 54 BuiTuet, oraifon funebre— Abi vgc Chron. ue l'Hiitoire de Wmcc, 

par le prefident Hcnault, anno 1670. 
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tortures, immediately after drinking a glafs of fuccory water. Madame's firft excla- 
mation was " I am paifoned !" this, indeed, fhe retracted, at the fuggeftion of her con- 
feflbr, who pointed out the danger attending the fufpicions which fuch a vague inculpation 
would neceffarily occafion ; hut, on attentive consideration of all the circumftances 
which occurred, during the fhort period of her illnels, the grounds for believing flie wis 
right in her conjecture appear very ftrong. 

Mademoifelle de Montpenfier tells us, (in her Memoirs) that, on her arrival at Saint 
Cloud, whither fhe accompanied the king, on the firft news of Madame's illnefs, fhe 
perceived no figns of affliction in any one prefent, but Monfieur evinced a confiderablo 
degree of ajlonijhment. She found Madame extended on a fmall bed, with her hair difhe- 
velled, having had no interval of eafe that would fuffer her to arrange her drefs ; her 
cheeks were pale, and every fymptom of death appeared on her countenance : yet the 
company chatted and laughed in her chamber, and continually paffed to and fro as if flic 
were in perfect: health. Madame evinced fome uneafinefs at this indecent indifference ; 
while the king attempted to reafon with the phyficians, on the fubjedt of her illnefs, but 
they were at a lofs how to anfwer him. Valot, the firft phyfician, having declared it to 
be a cholic, which would foon be removed, the reft did not dare to diffent from his 
opinion. On an obfervation of Lewis, that a perfon ought not to be fufFered to pe- 
rjih, in that manner, without receiving any relief, they all looked at each other, and re- 
mained filent. 

M. D'Argenfon, in his effays, relates, that among the officers of Henrietta's houf- 
hold, there was one who, after the death of his miftrefs, found himfelf rich enough to 
refufe entering into the fervice of Monfieur's fecond wife ; who obferving that his name 
was omitted in the lift, enquired if he were dead ; to which her hufband replied «' No, 
*« but I fuppofe he will never engage in your fervice." It was remarked alfo, that this 
man was never after known to mention Monfieur's name, nor to go to the Palais- royal, 
(his town refidence ) nor to Saint Cloud. It is even pretended that he appeared confufed 
whenever his old miftrefs was mentioned in his prefence iS . 

Madame, the fecond duchefs of Orleans, repeatedly aflerts, as a known fact, that Hen- 
rietta was poifoned, and even points out the agent (one Morel) who was employed to 
purchafe the fatal powder in Italy ,s . The phyficians, who were prefent when the body 
was opened, differed as to the ftate of the noble parts, which fome of them pronounced 
to be in a ftate of fanity, while others declared them to be unfound, and to have a dif- 
ferent appearance from any that could be occafioned by ficknefs S7 . 

a Eflai$ D'Arjenfon, p. tji. * 6 Fragment de Madame de Baviere, torn. ii. p. 94, 9 «, <, 7> gj. 

Si Annuel)), torn. ii. p. 17:. 
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Thus mifcrably perifhed, at the age of twenty-fix, the beautiful Henrietta, in whom 
the bloom of youth was heightened by all thofe mental qualifications which conciliate 
love and efteem. Endued with a folidity of undemanding, and a delicacy of fentiment, 
peculiar to herfelf, her converfation was diftinguifhed for a fweetnefs and affability fel- 
doin to be met with in perfons of her rank. Though her hufband appeared but little af- 
fected by her death, flie was fincerely regretted by the nation. 

A. D. 167 1 .J This event was not fuffered to impede the preparations of the confe- 
derate monarchs, intent on the deftrucYion of the Dutch. Lewis had ftrengthened the 
confederacy by attaching to his intereftsthe elector of Cologne ; the duke of Neubourg, 
the bifliop of Munfter; and the prince palatine, whofe daughter, the princefs Charlotte 
Elizabeth of Bavaria, was, foon after, married to the duke of Orleans. The bifliop of 
Munfter rather refemble4 the leader of a banditti, than the minifter of a ChrilVian 
church. Son to an affaflin, and born in a prifon, in which his father had been confined 
fourteen years, he had obtained the bifhoprick of Munfter by intrigue ; and, immediate- 
ly after his promotion, he attempted to defpoil the city of its privileges; the inhabitants 
refilling, he laid fiege to the place, and defolated with fire and fvvord the' country which 
had chofen him forits paftor. He exercifed fimilar depredations on the lands annexed to 
the abbey of Corbie. He was confidered as a mercenary plunderer, who one while re- 
ceived money from the Dutch to defend them from the attacks of their neighbours, 
and another enlifted in the pay of France to wage offenfive war againft the republick. 

It is truly worthy of remark, that not one of the fbtes which had joined the confe- 
deracy againft Holland, had the fmalleft ground of complaint, or pretence for taking up 
arms. Their conduct exhibited a flagrant violation of juiVice, honour, and humanity. 
Of all the powers delegated to a prince, that of making war fhould be exercifed with 
the greateft caution, circumfpedion, and moderation. It fhould never be rendered the 
inftrument of paflion, nor the engine of oppreflion. War fhould be only undertaken 
with a view to remove fome evil actually exifting, or to avert fome impending evil, 
pregnant with confequences more fatal to the welfare and happinefs of the ftate, than the 
means employed for its removal or prevention. To call forth the exertions of indivi- 
duals in defence of the common weal, when threatened or attacked, is a duty impofed on 
the fovereign ; but wantonly to facrifice the lives of his fubje&s to the gratification of 
ambition or caprice, is a mofl wicked and unwarrantable perverfion of authority. 

The ftates-general, juftly alarmed at the danger which threatened them, wrote to the 
king, requeuing, in the moft humble manner, to be informed, whether the vaft prepara- 
tions he was making were really deftined againft them, his ancient and faithful allies— 
what caufe for offence they had given him, and what reparation ha required ? Lewis 
haughtily replied, that he fhould make fuch ufe of his troops as was moft confident 

with 
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with his dignity, for which he was refponfible to no one. The only reafon alledged by 
his minifters as the ground of hoftility, was the infolence of the editor of the Dutch 
Gazette ; and a pretended infult offered to Lewis, by Van Beuninghen, by means of an 
infcription on a medal, which never exifted sS . 

The pretext of the Englifh was equally falfe and frivolous. They preferred fome 
Vague complaints of injuries done to the Eaft-India company, which the company it- 
felf difavowed; and of the detention of fome Englifh in the Dutch fettlement of 
Surinam, who, it appeared, had voluntarily remained there. They expatiated on 
therefufalof a Dutch fleet, on their own coafts, to ftrike to an Englifh yacht; and 
mentioned fome abufive pictures as a ground of quarrel. The Dutch were long igno- 
rant of the meaning of this laft article, till it was discovered, that a portrait of Cornelius 
'de Wit, brother to the penfionary, painted by order of certain magiftrates of Dort, and 
hung up in a chamber of the town-houfe, had given occafion to the complaint. In the 
perfpedtive of this portrait, the painter had drawn fome fhips on fire in a harbour. This 
was conftrued to be Chatham, where De Wit had really diftinguifhed himfelf in an at- 
tack upon the Englifh fleet, and had acquired confiderable honour ; but little did he 
imagine, that, while the infult itfelf, committed in open war, had fo long been for- 
given, the picture of it fliould draw fuch fevere vengeance on his country. 

A. D. 1672.] All that the efforts of ambition, and the exertions of human pru- 
dence, could prepare for the deftruction of a ftate, had been prepared by Lewis the Four- 
teenth. Hiftory fcarcely affords an example of preparations fo difproportionate to their 
object, or of an entcrprife commenced with fuch a formidable regular force, and attended 
with fuch vaft pecuniary expence. Fifty millions of livres, equal to upwards of four 
millions fterling of our prefent money, were expended in the preparations for attacking 
the Dutch s *. Thirty fhips of war, of fifty guns each, were fent to join the Englifh 
fquadron, which amounted to more than treble that number. Lewis and his brother re- 
paired to the frontiers of Flanders and Holland, towards Maeftricht and Charlcroi, with 
an army of one hundred and twelve thoufand men ; while the bifhop of Munfter and 
the elector of Cologne took the field with twenty thoufand more. The French mo- 
narch was aflifted by the fkill and experience of Conde, Turenne, and Luxembourg; 
while the conduct of the different fieges was entrufted to the celebrated Vauban, who 
was alike fkilled in the art of attacking and defending a town. The active vigilance 
of Louvois pervaded every quarter ; and France had never yet poffeffed an army fo dif- 
tinguifhed for its magnificence and difcipline. 

The king was attended by the troops of his houfhold, confining of four companies of 
body-guards, each compofed of three hundred gentlemen; two hundred horfe-guards, as 

5» Siccle de Louis XIV. torn. i. p. 38$. 5» Idem, ibid. p. jji. 
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many Iight-hotfe, and five hundred moufquctaires, all of them chofen gentlemen; 
twelve companies of the gendarmerie, and the hundred Swifs : the regiments of French 
and Swifs guards regularly mounted guard before the royal refklence. Infpe6tors of ca- 
valry and infantry were then unknown in the French armies, but the duties fince aj- 
tachcd to thefe offices were moft ably difcharged by the chevalier de Fourelles and Mar- 
tinct b °. The former firft taught the cavalry thofe manceuvres and evolutions which they 
ever fince have ufed ; and the latter ertablifhed a more rigid difcipline among the infan- 
try, who were indebted to him for fubftituting, generally, the ufe of the bayonet, for 
that of the pike 6 '. The vanity of Lewis was confpicuous ill all his adtions ; the troops 
of his houlhold were drelied in the moft fplendid uniforms ; and he was accompanied 
fey an hljhnan, (Peliflbn) deitined for the fervile tafk of celebrating his victories. 

That every obrtacle to his fuccefs might be removed, Lewis had fent the marquis de 
PomponnetoStockhohn, todetacli the king of Sweden from the triple alliance, and to en- 
gage him to join the confederacy againlt the Dutch; and a treaty to that effect was ac- 
cordingly figned on the fourteenth of April**. Louvois, too, had contrived to buy up a 
vaft quantity of ammunition in Holland, which, while it repleoilhed the magazines 
of the king, tended to deprive the Dutch of the means- of defence. 

At the moment that the United Provinces were threatened by fuch powerful enemies*, 
they could derive but little fatisfa£tion from the review of their domeftic Situation. Two 
factions at that time agitated the republic. The one, headed by John de Wit, grand 
penfionary, a man equally diftinguifhed for his talents and integrity, but who regarded, 
with extreme jealoufy, every thing which bore even- the moft remote femblance to abfolute 
power; the other, Id's attached to the exterior of liberty, defirous of reftoring the ftadt- 
holderfhip, and of inverting the prince of Orange with thofe pods and dignities which, 
had been conferred on his anceftorsTor their eminent fervices to the ftate. 

While thefe two powerful factions ftruggled for. fuperiority, every fclieme for defence 
wasoppofed, and every projedt retarded. What was determined with difficulty was exe- 
' cuted with vigour. Levies, indeed, were made, and the army completed to feventy 
thoufand men 63 , while the prince was appointed both general and admiral of the repub- 
lic, and the whole military power was put into his hands. But new troops could not of 
a fudden acquire difcipline and experience, and the partifans of the houfe of Orange 
were /I ill diHatisfied, as long as the perpetual eetifi, as it was called, remained in force,. 

«o The n- me nf this officer has been introduced into the Englifh language, and is conftantljr applied, by military 
men, to fuch officers as are fcrupulhufly attentive to.all the minutiae of difcipline. 61 Siecle de Louis XIV. 

lom. i. p. 392. *» Contin. de Mezerai, torn. ii. p. 130. *i Qbftrvtthni ufm the Uniltd Prwimtsef 
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by which he was excluded from thd fladtholderlhip, and from all (hare in the civil ad- 
m in titration 6+ . 



Meanwhile the king advanced towards the banks of the Rhine, on the confines of Hol- 
land, Cologne, and Flanders. The army, divided into different corps, formed the (lege of. 
four towns at the fame time, Rhinberg, Orfoi, Wefel, and Buriclc; all of which furren- 
dered alinoft as foon as uiveftcd. Rhinberg did not even wait till the batteries were 
opened againft it ; the governor, an lrilhman, of the name of OiTory, was bale enough 
to accept of a bribe from the French, and weak enough to retire to Maeftricht, where he 
met the punifhment due to his crime. 

All the towns and forts on the banks of the Rhine and the Iflel acknowledged the 
power of the vicSlor. Some of the governors ftnt their keys the moment they perceived 
the enemy approach; feveral officers quitted their polls in the moll difgraceful manner,, 
even before the French entered their territory ; and the conftcrnation foon became ge^ 
neral. Lewis, inflated with fuccefs, prefled forward to the Rhine, which he prepared to 
pafs. To all the other calamities of the Dutch was added the extreme drought of the 
feafon, by which the greateft rivers were confiderably diminished ; and in fame places, 
where fhips of great burden were accuftomed to pafs, were rendered fordahle. On the 
fccond of June, the French cavalry entered the river, at a place, where there was not 
more than twenty yards that required fwimming ; the infantry pafled in boats; and the 
king followed his troops. The few regiments of Dutch that appeared on the oppofite 
fide, were unable to make refiilance, and thus was the celebrated paflage of the Rhine, 
theme of the courtier's praife, the poet's fong, atchieved without danger, and even with- 
out oppofition. 

Each new infhnce of fuccefs gave frefh courage to the conquerors, while it encreafed the 
terror of the vanquished. The prince of Orange, though prudent beyendhis age, was but 
newly advanced to the commands unacquainted with the army, and even unknown to them ; 
and all men, by reafon of the violent factions which prevailed, were uncertain of the 
authority on which they inuft depend. It was expected that the fort of Skink, famous 
for the fieges which it had. formerly fuftained, would make fome refinance; but it yielded" 
to Turenne in a few. days. The fa ne general made himfelf malttr of Arnheim, Knot- 
icmbutg, and Nnnegucn,, as foon as he appeared before them. Dotlburg, at the fame 
time, opened its gates to Lewis ; whofe troops, foon. attef, reduced Harderwic, Amers- 
fort, Campen, Hhenen, Viane, Elberg, Zwol, Cuilemberg, Wagen.nguen, Lochein, and" 
Woerden. Groll andDeventer furrendered to marefchal Luxembourg, and every hour 



•* Obfervations upon the United Provinces uf the Netherlands, by Sir William Temple, p. 238. 

brought 



398 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [l6jti 

brought to the dates news of the rapid progrefs of the French, and of the cowardly de- 
fence of their own garrifons. 

The prince of Orange, with his fmall and difcouraged army, retired into the province 
of Holland, where, he hoped, the natural ftrength of the country would enable him to 
make fome effectual refinance. The town and province of Utrecht fent deputies and 
furrendered to Lewis, who made his triumphal entry into the former, where he feized 
the church for the ufe of the Catholics, and appointed his confeflbr hi/hop of the dio- 
<;cfe. Naerden, a place within three leagues of Amftxrdam, was feized by the marquis 
of Rochefort, and had he pufhed on to Muyden, he might eafily have gotten pofTeffion 
of it. Fourteen ftragglers of his army having appeared before the-gates of that town, 
the magiftrar.es fent them the keys ; but a fervant-maid, who was alone in the caftle, 
having raifed the draw-bridge, prevented them from taking pofTeffion of the fortrefs* 
The mngiftrates, afterwards, finding the party To weak, made them drunk, and took the 
keys from them. Muyden is fo near to Amfterdam, that its cannon can play upon the 
fliips which enter that city. 

Lewis, from the cowardice and mifcondudr of his enemies, rather than from his own 
"valour or prudence, was already in pofTeffion of three provinces; Guelderland, 
OveryfTel, and Utrecht; Groninghen was threatened; Friezeland was cxpofed: the 
only obfhele that remained to the total fubjedtion of the Dutch confifted in the ftrength 
of the provinces of Holland and Zealand; and Lewis deliberated concerning the proper 
meafures .or reducing them. It was the advice of Turenne and Conde to difinantle all 
the towns he had taken, except a few, and to pufii on to new conq lefts; but the fhort- 
lighted counfels of Louvois prevailed, who perfuaded his fovereign to ftrengthen the for- 
tifications of all the principal towns, which wouM ferve to keep in awe a people whom 
he had no doubt of fpeedily reducing to total fubjdflliQn'. 

The utmoft consternation ncv prevailed throughout the republic; and the people, in- 
ftead of uniting to repel the common danger, only endeavoured to encreafe the rage of 
party, and to encreafe the calamities of the country by promoting domeftic dilTentions. 
Amfterdam alone Teemed ftill to retain a portion of courage, and, by the formation of a 
regular fyflem of defence, fought to infufe fpirft into the other cities. The magiftrates 
obliged the burgeffes to keep a ftricl watch : the populace, whom want of employ- 
ment might engage to mutiny, had a regular pay affigntd them, and were armed for th« 
defence of the public. Some ffoips. which lay ulclefs in the harbour, were refitted, and 
(rationed to guard the city j and the fluices being opened, the circumjacent country, 
without regard to the damage fuftaincd, was I4id under water ; an expedient which was 
adopted by the whole province. 
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In this emergency, the ftates were affembled, to confnler of the bed means of faving 
the remains of the commonwealth ; whentlve nobles gave it as their opinion, that, pro- 
vided their religion, their liberty and fovereigntv cm! I be fave.1, every thing elfe (hould, 
without hefitation, be facn..ced to the conqueror. Eleven towns concurred in the fame 
difgiaceful fentiments. Amher l.i.n singly exerted a fpirit of independence, and declared 
againft all treaty with an enemy, whole conduct was marked by injuftice, and whofe info- 
lence was encreafed by lucceis. But notwithstanding that oppolition, ambafLdors were 
difpatched to implore the pit v and forbearance of the two combined monarclis. It was re- 
folved to facrifice to Lewis, Maeftricht, and all the frontier towns which lay without tlie 
bounds of the Seven Provinces, and to pay him a large fum for the charges of the war. 

The Dutch, however, ftill maintained their renown at fea, and engaged with fpirit 
and alacrity the united fleets of their enemies. De Ruyter, their admiral, on this occa- 
fion, acquired immortal honour, ami acknowledged, that of two-and-thirty actions at 
which he had been prefent, the battle of Sclebiy. (fought on the twenty-eighth of May ) 
was the moft obftinately difputcd. The lofs fuftjinei by the two fleets was nearly 
equal ; the approach of night at length fufpended the fury of the combatants* and both 
retired to their refpedUve harbours to repair the damages they had fuftained. 

Lewis, on the arrival of the Dutch ambaffadors at the camp, refufed them an audi- 
ence, and his minifter treated them with the utmoft infolence and contempt. After 
fome deliberation, however, with Louvois and Pomponne, concerning the meafures to 
be purfued in the prefent emergency, in compliance with the violent councils of the for- 
mer, he condefcended to make known to them the terms on which he would confent to 
withdraw his forces from their territories. He required, that all duties lately impofed on 
French commodities ftiould be taken ofF : that the public exercife of the Romifti reli- 
gion fliould be permitted in the United Provinces ; the churches fhared with the Catho- 
lics, and their priefts maintained by appointments from the ftates: that all the frontier 
towns of the republic ftiould be ceded to him, together with Nimeguen, Skink, Knotz- 
embourg, and that part of Guelderland which lay on the other fide of the Rhine; as 
likewife the ifle of Pommel, that of Voorn, the fortrefs of Saint Andrew, thofe of 
Louveftein and Crevecceur: that the Dutch fliould pay him the fum of twenty millions 
of livres towards defraying the expences of the war : that they fliould every year fend 
him a folemn embaffy, and prefent him with a golden medal, as an acknowledgment, that 
they owed to him the prefervation of that liberty, which, by the afllftance of his pre- 
deceffbrs, they had formerly acquired : and, finally, that they ftiould give entire fatis- 
fadtion to the king of England. He allowed them but ten days for the acceptance of 
thefe demands 65 . 
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The ambaffadors fent to London met with a ftill worfe reception : no minifter was 
allowed to treat with them, and they were retained in a kind of confinement. Charles, 
afttr he had renewed the league with Lewis, and agreed that neither of the kings fhould 
make peace with Holland, but by common confent, gave in his pretenfions, of which 
the following are the principal articles. That the Dutch fhould give up the honour of 
the flag, without the leaft referve or limitation, nor fhould whole fleets, even on the 
coafts of Holland, refufe to flrike or lower their topfails to the final left fhip carrying 
the Britifh flag: that all perfons guilty of treafon againft the king, or of writing fedi- 
tious libels, fhould, on complaint, be banifhed for ever the dominions of the ftates : that 
the Dutch ftiould pay Charles a million fterling towards the charges of the war, to- 
gether with ten thoufand pounds a year, for permiflion to fifh on the Britifh feas : that 
they fhould fhare the India trade with the Englifh : that the prince of Orange and 
his defendants fhould enjoy the fovereignty of the United Provinces, at leaft, that they 
fhould be invelted with the dignities of ftadtholder, admiral and general, with as ample 
powers as had ever been enjoyedby any of his anceftors : and that the ifle of Walcheren; 
the city and caftle of Sluys, together with the ifles of Cadfant, Goree, and Vornc, 
fhould be put into the hands of the Englifh king, as a Cecurity fox the performance of 
thefe articles 66 . 

The terms propofed by Lewis were calculated to bereave the republic of all 
fecurity againft invafion by land from France; thofe demanded by Charles, if com- 

. plied with, would expofe them equally to an invafion by fea from England; and 
when both were united, they appeared abfolutely intolerable, and only tended to infpire 
the Dutch with that determined courage which is the effect of defpair. The ftates of 
Zealand wrote to the other provinces in the moft energetic terms, exhorting them to de- 
fend their liberty and religion, and to imitate the valour of their anceftors, who had ce- 
mented with their blood the privileges they now enjoyed. The movements which be- 
gan to be perceptible in the Imperial and Spanifh dominions, tended to raife the droop- 
ing fpirits of the ftates-general ; and although they confidered their affairs to be in a def- 

^perate fituation, they rather chofe to wait the iffue, than tamely to fubmit to the yoke 
of the vidtoi:. 

Though at fuch a crifis unanimity was indifpenfably requifite, the voice of faction 
was exerted to encreafe the diftrefs of the ftate, which was, as ufual, afcribed to the 
minifters. The republican party thought to calm the minds of the people by bringing 
to trial feveral officers fufpectcd of corrupt practices, many of whom paid with their 
lives the forfeit of their crimes. But the populace, or thofe who directed their motions, 

•« Hume. 

required 



1672.} CEWIS THE f OURTEENTH. 401 

required a greater facrifice, and an atte*mpt to aflaffinate De Wit and hit brother fuffici- - 
*ntly pointed out the objedt of their wifhes. 

An infurredtion took place in fcveral towns of Holland and Zealand, where the magif- 
trates were compelled to revoke the perpetual edict, and, on the thirtieth of June, 1672, 
the prince of Orange accepted, from the hands of the populace, the Stadtholderfhip, 
together with the offices of admiral and captain general. At the fame time, the deftruc- 
tion of thofe who had oppofed his elevation was refolved on. 

The grand pen£ionary, De Wit, was accufed of having facrificed the interefts of the 
fepuhlic to a criminal attachment for Louis the Fourteenth, from whom it was pretend- 
ed he had received a bribe. The accufation wasfalfe andcalumnious : De Wit had no 
difficulty in eftablifhing his innocence ; and the memoirs of D'Eftrades, which are not 
always favourable to the grand penfionary, prove him to have been incorruptible. He 
deemed it prudent, however, to refign his port, and retire from public life ; but even this 
would not fatisfy the inveterate malignancy of his enemies, which purfued him to his 
retreat. 

One Tichelaar, a Surgeon, a man ftigmatized, as infamous, by the laws of his coun- 
try, accufed Cornelius De Wit of having confpired againfl: the life of the prince of 
Orange. On this vague declaration, the vidtor of Chatham was feized at Dort, in vi- 
olation of the rights and privileges of the province of Holland, and conveyed to the 
prifon of the Hague. Judges, incompetent to decide on his fate, were appointed to try 
him ; he was condemned to fuffer the queftion, and, amidfl the moll excruciating tor- 
tures, far from avowing the guilt which his foul abhorred, he uttered proteAations of 
innocence, and repeated, with a firm and manly voice, the third ode of the third book 
ff Horace i 

*' Juftum et tenaccm propq/iti virttm," £sV. 

But although no proofs were adduced againft him; although his innocence was marti*- 
feft, and the impoflibility of the confpiracy acknowledged ; fuch was either the credulity 
or the wickednefs of the judges, that a fentence of degradation and banilhment was pafle'd 
upon him. This fentence, however, all unjuft as it was, was wholly inadequate to iatis* 
fy the enemies of his houfe, who refolved, fince his judges refufed to aflaffinate him 
juridically, to have recourfe to other means. A fervant was difpatched to John De Wit 
to defire he would come to his brother at the prifon ; where he was no fooner arrived, 
than Tichelaar gave the fignal to the populace, who immediately rofe in arms, broke 
open the prifon doors, dragged the two brothers into the flreet, and there maflacred them 
with every circumftance of inhumanity. Even their death did not fatiate the brutal rage 
pf this lavage multitude. They dragged the dead bodies of thefe virtuous citizens to the 
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place at which criininnlf were executed, where they plucked out the eyes — one of which 
was (wallowed hy a perfon prefent— and convoluted other a&s of atrocity too horrid to. 
relate. 

The maflacre of the De Wits put an end, for the time, to the remains of their party,, 
and all men, from fear, inclination, orpiudence, concurred in exprefhng the moft im- 
plicit obedience to the prince of Orange, who, though he did not punifh the aifaflins 
of thofe who oppofed his elevation, as it was ills duty to do, difplaved, it muff, be ac- 
knowledged, in other refpicls, the virtues of a £ood citizen. He offered t« facrifice the 
revenues of his polls, and even his- whole property, in defending the liberties of the 
it ate. By his negociations, conducted with equal promptitude and fecrecy, he awoke 
from their lethargy the emperor, the empire, the council of Spain, and the governor- 
cd the Spaniih Netherlands: he even found means to difpofe the Kngliih monarch to 
peace. In fhort Lewis had entered Holland in the month of May, and In July moil of 
the European powers had begun to confpire againil him. 

Monterey, governor of the Netherlands, difpatched, in a private manner, fome. Spa- 
nifti regiments to the affiftance of the Dutch. The imperial council gave orders to 
Montecuculi to march at the head of twenty thoufand men; and the elector of Brandeu- 
iurg, who had five-and-twenty thoufand troops in pay, alfo put himfelt in motion. 

The king finding little hopes of extending his conquefts, returned to St. Germain, in 
the middle of the fummer, to enjoy the acclamations of his people ; while Turenne and 
Luxembourg were leit to purlue the war. After the departure of Lewis, the tide of 
fuccefs began to turn in favour of the Dutch. The prince of Orange, reinforced with a. 
body of ten thoufand Spaniards, fent by Monterey, though unauthorized by t e court, 
of Madrid, was able to make head againft the French, and to prevent them from fuc- 
secding in any enterprize of importance. In the depth of winter, marefchal Luxem- 
bourg, who was Rationed at Utrecht, made an attempt to take the Hague bv furpnze;. 
# for which purpofe he aifembled twelve thoufand men during the night, and led them over 
the ice, with -winch the face of the country was then covered, towards the rcfi.lence- of 
the Dutch court. A hidden thaw, however, defeated his defigns, and proved the mean* 
of prefcrving the Hague. The French army, furrounded with water, were in the »ieat- 
eft danger of perifhn.g; they had no other road to purfue than the top of a narrow dy ke v 
where onfy four men could march abreaft ; and the approach to it was df itndcd by a fori* 
which it applied impoflible to take without artilleiy. But the governor of the fort, by 
an unaccountable inftance of cowardice, made no kind ot refinance; and the French, 
who muft otherwife inevitably have periflied, by this means fecujed their retreat to 
Utrecht. Bodegrave and Svammcrdam, two rich and well-peopled burghs', were leized 
and abandoned to pillage, in order to compenlate the troops for the fatigue they had ex- 
ftrkneed. The foJdiers let fire to them both, and the waiuon barbarity and horrid 
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enormities they committed, on the defencelefs inhabitants, feryeil to render the French 
nam&dcsteu'ed by the Dutch for more than half a century after. 

A. D. 1673.] The ambitious projects of Lewis had given a change to the political 
fyflein of Europe, by materially altering the relative connexion of one (late with ano- 
ther. The Dutch, the natural allies of France, had become the friends of the houfc of 
Auftria, which had at length determined to declare in their favour. The fuccours, in- 
deed, lent by the emperor, were flow* and not proportioned to the warmth of indignation 
he exprefTed againft t lie F rench. It is faid that on his road to JEgr.\, whither he was go- 
ing to review his troops, previous to their departure for the Netherlands, he received 
the I'jciament j after which he took a crucifix in his hand, and called on God to witnefs 
the juftice of his caufe. This act of piety in Leopold is ridiculed by Voltaire 67 , who 
had no piety at all. 

The active induftry of Colbert had, by this time, produced a confiderable augmenta- 
tion of the naval forces of France, who, inftead of thirty veffcls which fhe had font in 
the preceding campaign, to join the Englifh, now flrengthened the fleet of her allies 
with forty Oiyjs of war. Prince Rupert commanded the Englifh, and D'Etrees the 
French 1 and, on the ninth of May, the combined fleet fet fail towards the coaft of Hol- 
land, and found the enemy lying at anchor within the fands of Schonvelt. An action 
enfued, on the tweny-tiglith, which, though fought with great fury on both fides, was 
by no means dec i five. Tne Dutch retired into their harbours, and, having refitted their 
fhips, were ready, in a week, to face the enemy, who again engaged them, on the fourth 
of June. But though no decifive advantage was gained by the Dutch, they nevcrthe- 
Jefs acquired great honour by engaging the combined fquadrons of France and England 
with an in'ermr fleet, and thereby defeating the project of a deftent in Zealand, which, 
in the prefent circumftances, might have proved fatal to the commonwealth. 

On the eleventh of Auguft the hoftile fleets again met, at the mouth of the Texel, 
when a moft defperate engagement took place. De Ruyter, and under him Tromp, 
commanded the Dutch in this action, as in the two former. Brankert was oppofed to 
D'Etrees. De Ruyter to prince Rupert, commander'm chief of the Englifh ; and Tromp 
to Sir Edward Sprague. 

D'Etrees and all the French fijuadron, except rear admiral Martel, kept at a diflance j 
and Bfdiikert, inftead of attack'ng them, bore down to the afliflance of Ruyter, who wag 
engaged, in clofe right, with pciiice Rupert, who, after difplaying great courage and con- 
duct, difengaged his fijuadion from the numerous enemies with which he was every 
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where furrounded, and, having joined Sir John Chichley^his rear-admiral, who had bee* 
feparated from him, haftened to the relief of Sprague, who was hard prefled by Tromp'a 
divifion. The Royal Prince, in which Sprague firft engaged, was fo dilabled, that he 
was obliged to hoift his flag on board the Saint George ; while Tromp was, for a fimilar 
reafon, obliged to quit his fhip, the Golden Lion, and go on board the Comet. The ( 
fight was renewed with the utmoft fury by thefe gallant admirals,.and by the rear-admir- 
als, their feconds. Offery, rear-admiral to Sprague, was preparing to board Tromp, 
when he faw the Saint George fo terribly lhattered as to be nearly dilabled. Sprague: 
■was leaving her, in order to fhift his flag on board a third fhip, and return to the charge, 
when a fhot, which had paffed through the Saint George, ftruck his boat, and funk 
her. The admiral W3S drowned, to the great regret of Tromp him lei f, wh» paid his 
valour a juft tribute of admiration. 

Though moft of the fhips in Sprague's fquadron were difabled, Prince Rupert con- 
tinued the adioh, with the reft of his fleet ; and, after an obftinate and bloody conteft,. 
fucceeded in throwing the Dutch into diforder. To encreafe it, he lent among then* 
two fire-fhips; and at the fame time made a lignal to the French. to bear down, which,, 
had it been obeyed, might probably have decided the victory in favour of the combined 
fleets. But the prince, when he faw that the French neglected his fignal, and ob- 
ferved that moft of his fhips were in no condition to keep the fea long, wifely 
provided for their fafety^ by making eafy fail towards the Lnglifh coaft. The vic- 
tory, in this action, was as doubtful as in all the actions fought during the preferK 
war. D'Etrees, in a letter to Colbert, written after the action, obferved, that he would 
willingly have purchafed with his life the glory which Ruyter had acquired 68 . It ic 
tvident, therefore, that he was reftrained, by foine fecret orders, from participating in the- 
danger he was too brave to dread. 

During thefe tranfadYions at fea, Lewis in perfon laid fiege to the flrong fortrefs of" 
Maeftricht, which was defended by Fargaux, with a garrifon of five thoufand men ; but 
the French, animated by the prefence of their fovereign, and directed by the fkill of 
Vauban, pufhed the fiege with fuch vigour, that the Dutch were compelled to capitulate, 
on honourable terms, at the expiration of a week. At this fiege Vauban firft made uf» 
of parallels, which had been invented by fome Italian engineers, in the Turkilh fervice^. 
at the fiege of Candia. 

This was the laft advantage obtained. by Lewis in Holland. He now found the fal- 
lacy of his minifter's councils, which had led him to fortify places he ought to have dif- 
nuntled, and thereby to weaken his army, by fupplying thofe places with garrifona* 
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The prince of Orange, meanwhile, befieged and took Naeiden, and, by that means, in- 
fpired his countrymen with hopes of farther fuccefs. Montecuculi, who commanded 
the Imperiatifls on the Upper Rhine, by uncommon exertions of fkill, eluded the vigi- 
lance and deceived the penetration of Turcnne, and making a forced and fudden march, 
fat down before Bonne, where, he was foon joined b/ the prince of Orange. Bonne 
was taken in a few days ; and feveral other places in the electorate of Cologne fell into 
the hands of the allies, by which means the communication, was cut off between Fiance 
and the United Provinces* 



This circumftance, joined to the conduct of the Englifh, whofe averfion from the war 
with the Dutch induced them to withhold the means of fuppotti.ig it, re-juced Lewis to 
theneceflity of evacuating the three provinces of Holland, with even greater promptitude 
than had been ufed in their reduction: he took care, however, previoufly to exact heavy 
ranfoins from the inhabitants; from the province of Utrecht alone his intendant, in the 
courfe of a year, drew fixteen hundred and fixty-eight thoufand florins. Such was the 
precipitation with which the French evacuated Holland, that they were glad to releafe 
eight-and-twenty thoufand pri (briers, for half a crown a man. The triumphal arch 
erected at the gate of Saint Denis, at Paris, to celebrate the conquefts of the laft cam- 
paign, was fcarcely completed before all thofe conquells were abandoned. The Dutch, 
in the courfe of this invafion, had the glorv of dilputing the empire of the fea, and the 
addrefs to remove the fcene of war from their own territories : while Lewis was confi- 
dered, by all Europe, as having enjoyed, with too much precipitation and pride, the 
fplendour of a tranfient triumph. In confequence of this rafh and unjuft enterprize he- 
found himfelf involved in a bloody war with Spain, Holland, and the empire ; and aban- 
doned by the king of England, the bifhop of Munlter, and the elector of Cologne; 
while he had excited in the country he had reduced and evacuated much more hatred, 
than admiration. 

A. D. 1674.] The vigour with which Lewis oppofed fuch a formidable combination 
•f his enemies, ftrongly difplayed the dangerous advantages of abfolute power, which 
gives to the fiat of a monarch the force of law, and enables him to command all the 
energy and refources of a ftate, even when deftined to promote its own degradation or 
abafement. At the fame time, he gave to Turenne an army of three-and twenty thou- 
fand men, to be employed againft the Imperialifls ; to Conde one of forty thoufand to 
oppofe the prince of Orange; a body of troops were fent to the frontiers of Rouflillon ; 
another eonfiderable detachment was difpatched, on board a fleet, to the attack of Mef- 
fina ; while the king himfelf, with a powerful force, made a fecond irruption into 
Franche-Comte. Befancon was invefled at the beginning of May, and, after fuftaining 
a fiege of nine days, fuirendered to the French, whofe victorious arms, in the lliort 
fpace of fix weeks, reduced the whole province, which has ever fince remained annexed 
1o the dominions of France. 

Th* 
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The operations of Turennc were ftill more fplendid and deftructive; and while hi* 
fucccls demon ilrated the fuperiority of his genius, his fuhfequent conduct fufficiently 
proved that, atntfft fcenes of blood and carnage, he had loft that fenfe of feeling and hu- 
manity for the deprivation of which no qualities, however brilliant, can afford an ade- 
quate compenfation. After a long and rapid march, he palled the Rhine at Philipfbourg, 
and at Siutzheim attacked and defeated the duke of Lorraine, and Caprara, the general 
of the Imperialifh. He then gave a loofe to the fury of his troops; laid walle the pala- 
tinate with fire and fword ; excrcifed the molt cruel acts of outrage on the def'encelefs 
and unoffending inhabitants; and almofl converted a country, fertile, opulent, and well- 
peopled, into a defart. So general, was the conflagration, that from the walls ot his 
palace, at Manheim, the elector palatine beheld, at one time, two cities and fivc-and- 
twenty villages in flames. 

Alter his troops had fatiated their rage, he led them to attack the prince of Bournon- 
ville, and, by defeating him, prevented his junction with a body of troops dcfuntU tor an 
irruption into Alface. Seventy thoufand Germans, however, entered that province, and 
blockaded the cities of BrifaC and Philipfbourg ; butthey were loon Unprized by the un- 
expected appearance of Turenne, who having c raffed, in the depth ot winter, by the 
way of Tanne and Bed fort, mountains covered with fnow, ru (hcd into the rfiidft ot the 
enemy's quarters, who believed the campaign to be riniUvd, and the maieJcbal to be in- 
active in Lorraine. At Mulhaufen, he defeated a conliderahle detachment ot the Im- 
pel ialifts; and at Colmar obtained a decilive advantage over tire elector ot Brandenburgh, 
A third body of infantry fuffered the fame tate at Turckheim ; and thus an army of fe- 
Vfnty thoufand men, conqueied and difperled by the vigilance and activity of this gen- 
eral, was finally compelled to evacuate Alface, and repals tire Rhine " 9 . 

While marefchal Turenne was gathering frefh laurels in Alface, the prince of Condi 
endeavoured to ijval his fame, by his courageous exertions in Flanders, The allied 
army, fuperior in numbers, and commanded by the prince of Orange, was bent on an inva- 
fjon of ths F rench territory ; but the prince, was unable to elude the vigilance ot Condc» 
who, feizing the opportunity while the enemy were parting a dttileat Seneff, in the vici- 
nity of Mous, attacked their rear guard, chiefly compoled of Spaniards, with gteat fury, 
and cut numbers of them to pieces. Such aB efcaped the {laughter took refuge in tlie 
village of Sc-iefl, while the French poffeffed themlelves of their baggage. 

The prince of Vaudernont, who commanded the cavalry of the allies, finding himfelf 
attacked, at the fame time, in a fpot where the cavalry could not act, on account of the 
*ep ditches and thick hedges with which it was interjected and lurrounded, fent to tha 
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prince of Orange for a reinforcement, who immediately difpatcher! to his affifFmee three 
battalions of infantry, under the command of the young prince Maurice of NafFau, who 
polled them in front of the cavalry, beyond the village of SenefF. The prince of Conde, 
obferving this movement, gave orders to the count of Mont.il, to attack the church and 
village of SenefF, while he advanced himfelf, at the head of the body guards, accompa- 
nied by the dukes of Luxembourg and Navailles; the marquis of Rochefoit, and the 
chevalier de Fourilles, againft that divifion which now formed the rear of the enemy. 

The prince of Orange, attentive to the motions of the French, recalled a part of his 
troops, which had already paused the brook of SenefF, while the prince of Vaudemont 
endeavoured to join him with the cavalry ; but in the attempt, he was attacked, with 
great fury, by Conde, who difperfed his fquadrons, and compelled them, after fuflaining 
conhderable lofs, to fly with precipitation to the foot- of a neighbouring hill, where the 
Spanifh horfe were Rationed. The French purfued them with vigour, and charging 
the Spaniards with great impetuofity, forced them to fall back on the infantry, pofled 
on the hill, who, by that means, were thrown into diforder. The prince of Waldeck, 
who commanded them, exerted his utmoft efforts to rally them, but in vain ; he received- 
three wound's in the attempt, and mult inevitably have been taken prifoner but for his 
own valour, in killing three Frenchmen who were in purfuit of him; after which he 
joined the main body of the army. 

Hitherto the advantage had been entirely on the fide of the French, but the prince of 
Conde, in feeking to improve his fuccefs, found that the whole force of the allies had re- 
turned to fupport their rear-guard ; and that the prince of Orange had already ported' 
feveral battalions behind the hedges at the village of Saint Nicolas aux Bois, which ren- 
dered it neceiFary tor him to wait the arrival of his own infantry, which he had left far 
behind him. His cavalry, meanwhile, remained expofed to the fire of the enemy, which 
did great execution, during the fpace of an hour that the French troops remained in the 
fame lit uation. The prince of Coiuie, rinding the tide or tuccefs turning againft him, 
exerted his utmoft fk.il 1 in order to avert the difgrace he was about to incur. Having 
received a reinforcement of troops, he placed himfelt at the bead of one battalion, and 
dilnatrhed two others, under the command of the chevalier de Fourilles, to attack the 
Dufch infantry. 'I he chevalier Was fully aware of the danger of the enterprize, but he- 
obeyed, an i received a mortal wound ; with his- laft breath he cxpiefled a vvilh to live, 
but for three hours, that he might fee in what manner the prince of Conde would ex- 
tricate himfelf from the perilous lituatiou in which his impetuofity had involved him. 

In facl, the prince was extremely emharrafled ; he made incredible efforts to change 
the fortune of the day ; facrificing the houihold troops, who cut in pieces a body of the 
• nerny's cavalry, commanded by the duke of Villa-Hermofa and the marquis of Aften- 
tar, the latter of whom was killed in the a&ion. Encouraged by tins iuccels, Conde, 
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collected all his troops into one body, and made a defperate attack on the main body of 
the allies, ported on an eminence beyond the village of Fay. The count of Souches 
immediately repaired thither with the lmperialifts, whom the prince of Orange placed 
on the left of the Spaniards, while the Dutch were (rationed on their right. The battle 
now raged with uncommon fury, and was continued, without any apparent advantage 
on either fide, until the combatants were parted by the darknefs of the night. Both 
parties remained on the field of battle, and, therefore, both claimed the victory; but, 
after fighting with fuch determined courage during the day, they were both feized with 
a fudden panic in the night, and fled different ways. The French took three thoufand 
prifoners, the chief of whom were the princes of Salins, Naflau, and Holftein ; the counts 
of Stareni berg and Merode; with the colonel of the prince of Orange's guards, and twe- 
hundred other officers. Ten thoufand men, or, according to fome authors* fourteen 
thoufand, perifhed in this action 7 °. 

The prince of Orange, after refrefhing his troops, laid fiege to Oudenarde, which Conde 
haftened to relieve; the former would fain have rifqued a fecond engagement, but being 
deferttd by the Imperial and Spanifh generals, he was compelled, however reluctantly, 
to raiie the fiege, and retiie to Ghent, whence he afterwards proceeded to Grave, which 
he reduced in the month of October. 

In Rouflillon the French were unfuccefsful : they were defeated by the Spaniards 
near Ter, with the lofs of two thoufand men, and, but for the timely arrival and 
gallant exertions of marefchal Schomberg, general le Bret, with all his cavalry, which 
had fallen into an ambufcade, laid for them by the Spaniards, mult inevitably have pe- 
rifhed. It is probable that the enemy would have purfued their advantage, but for the 
infurredtion of the Mcffinefe, which called their attention to another quarter. 

A. D. 1675.] The divifion, occafioned by this revolt, proved the means of flripping 
the province of Catalonia of the troops deftined for its defence, and, confequently, of leav- 
ing it expofed to the. attacks of the French. Marefchal Schomberg, accordingly, met 
with but little interruption to his progrefs ; and, after fecuring an extenfive tract, of 
country, which amply fupplied him with fubfiftance for his army, he reduced the towns 
and fortrefTes of Bafcara, Figuieres, Joui, Ampurias, and Bellegarde 

But Flanders and Germany were deftined to bear the chief burden of the war. The 
prince of Conde was appointed generaliffimo of the French troops in Flanders, and the 
king expreffcd his determination of ferving under him in the capacity of a volunteer. 
His army confided of fixty thoufand men, a part of which was detached, under the 

9*.C.oatin. lie Mcztrai, torn, ii. p. 291, 291, 293. 

<ondu6l 



^75.] 



LEWIS THE FOURTEENTH. 409 



conduct. of marefchal Crequi, to form the fiege of Dinant, which furrendered foon after 
the trenches were opened : the citadel, though fituated 011 the fummit of a rock, diffi- 
cult ot accefs, fupplied with every necelTary article for fuftaining a long liege, and provi- 
ded with a ftrong garrifon, held out only feven days. 

This detachment having joined the main body, the whole army now advanced to the 
frontiers of Brabant, to impede the progrefs of the prince of Orange, who was ap- 
proaching at the head of the linked forces of Holland and Spain. Marefchal Crequi 
had orders to repair to the banks of the Mofelle and the electorate of Treves; while the 
marquis of Rochefort was fent to beiiege Hui, which lie reduced on the fixth of June ; 
and then proceeded to inveft Limhourg. The king advanced towards Macftricht, in or- 
der to cover the fiege, and thereby compelled the prince of Orange, whofe object was to 
make the marquis defift from his enterprize, to return to Brabant, where the French were 
employed in fpreading defolation throughout the country. The king then returned 
to Verfailles, leaving the prince of Conde to finifh the operations of the campaign. 

In Alface marefchal Turenne was oppofed to the celebrated general of the Imperial- 
i As, Montecuculi, the object of whofe expedition was to penetrate into the tenitories of 
France, by palling the Rhine at Strafburgh. In the courfe of their operations, all the 
fkill that an intimate and comprehenfive knowledge of the art of war could afford, all 
that genius could infpire, or experience dictate, was difplayed by thefe rival warriors, 
eager for victory, and emulous for fame. Foiled in his efforts for paffing the river at 
Strafburgh, by the vigilance of his adverfary, Montecuculi endeavoured to draw off the 
attention of Turenne from that quarter, by fending a part of his army into the vicinity 
of Spires, and feigning an intention of c rolling the Rhine at Manheim. This feint, 
however, was infufficient to deceive the French commander ; but as he was fearful of 
diftreffing the country he was fent to defend by a longer refidencc in it, he determined to 
pafs the Rhine himfelf, and procure fubfiftance for his army on the territories of the em- 
pire. With this view he detached the marquis of Vaubrun, with a body of troops and 
fix pieces of cannon, to eftablifh a bridge near Otenheim, where the Rhine, dividing it- 
felf into five different branches, forms feveial fmall iflands, that are covered with trees. 
Having effected his paffage, without moleftation, lie leized the fmall town of Wilfted, 
in the province of Hanau, to occupy which the Imperialiits were themfelves advancing. 

Montecuculi then proceeded towards Offembourg to 1 watch the motions of Turenne, 
but feeing no profpect of bringing him to action, he marched to the abbey of Schuteren, 
while the French encamped at Altenheim, at the diftance only of two leagues from the 
Imperialifts. The two armies remained for fome time in this pofition, but the Impe- 
rialifts beginning to feel a Avant of provifions, returned to Offembourg, and Turenne 
took his old poft at Wilfted, Only a few flight Ikirmiihes paffed during all thefe 
movements. 

Vol. IV. 3 F At 
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At length, after a variety of marches and countermarches, in which a difplay of equal 
fkill and judgment prevented either fide from obtaining an advantage over the other, 
the French advanced to the village of Saltzbach, and fummoned a body of German in- 
fantry, which had taken pofleflion of the church, to furrender. The officer, who com- 
manded the detachment, having exprefled a determination to defend his poft, Turenne 
refolved to march thither with his whole army, in the hope of bringing the enemy to 
action. Accordingly, at five in the morning of the twenty-feventh of July, he arrived 
af the village with his van-guard, and immediately ftationed his men in the houfes that 
were nearer! to the church, which could not be carried by aflault, becauftf it was fur- 
rounded by lofty walls of extreme thicknefs, flanked with old towers, and defended in 
front by a deep ditch, which gave it at once the ftrength and appearance of an ancient 
cattle. From the ditch iflued a rivulet which fell into an extenlive marfli on the left 
cf the village, on the right of which was a ravine, in many places impaflable, which 
reached to the chain of mountains that fkirt the territory of Wirtemberg. 

The ground occupied by the Imperialifts on the oppofite fide of the village, was en- 
filofed, on the right, by the marfli and by a fmall wood, planted on an eminence,, that ex- 
tended, in a rough and irregular flope, to Saltzbach ; to the left, the ground where the- 
army was drawn up was high, and tolerably level, being bordered by the ravine. The 
French artillery played, with great fury, on the church, but the thicknefs of the walls 
preventing the defired effect, Turenne, forefeeing that the bufinefs of the day would not 
he fpeedily terminated, ordered the batteries toceafe firing. 

Some of the enemy's troops appearing on the heighths of Saltzbach, and throwing 
frefli fupplies of infantry into the church, while others advanced to fupport them, Tu- 
renne became fully convinced that the whole of the Imperial army was near at hand ; 
although he had at firft been of opinion that the Imperialifts had only feized the poll of 
Saltzbach with a view to favour the junction of a detachment under general Caprara, 
which, had been feparated from the main body. He, therefore, prepared accordingly, 
and, as his troops arrived, drew them up in order of battle. The right wing was ex- 
tended tQ, the fummit of a hill, where it was protected by a fmall wood that defcended 
to the ravine, on the oppofite fide of which was a tile-houfe, and a few other buildings. 
The cavalry was drawn up on the hill, and the infantry were ftationed in front, in a 
hollow, to the left of Saltzbach, whence it was concealed by another intervening hill, on 
which the French polled their artillery. 

M. de Saint Hilaire, fon to the general of that name, who was ftationed with the ar- 
tillery, obfervingv from the hcighth, fome irregular motions in the enemy's camp, which 
indicated an intention of fecuring the ravine and adjacent buildings, haftened to com- 
municate this circumftance taiuarcfchal Turenne, whom he found, at the head of the 
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infantry, feated beneath a tree, which he had made one of his foldiers climb for the pur- 
pofe of watching the manoeuvres of the enemy in that quarter. 

As foon as Turenne had heard the report of Saint Hilaire, he ordered that officer to 
return to the right wing, to inform the count of Roye, and the other general officers, 
of the fpot where he had left him, and where he intended to wait the arrival of the fe- 
cond line, and of the troops under the conduit of his nephew, De Lorges : he defired, 
however, that the generals would not fail to apprize him of every thing that mould OC' 
cur in their refpedtive ftations. 

The count of Roye, meanwhile, having made the fame ohfervation as Saint Hilaire, 
had conveyed to Turenne the fame information, and had received a fimilar anfwer. Con- 
vinced, however, that the enemy meant to obtain poffeffion of the ravine and the tile- 
houfe, he difpatched the duke D'Elheuf to the commander in chief, to requeft a frefh 
fupply of infantry, that he might be enabled to fecure them before the arrival of the 
Imperialifts ; and, at the fame time, to exprefs his conviction of the neceflity of the 
marefchal's prefence in that quarter. Turenne fenthim two battalions of infantry, with 
orders to poft them in the tile-houfe, and, as if confcious of his impending fate, inform- 
ed the count that it was his determination to remain where he was, unlefs fome object of 
greater importance mould occur. 

Notwithstanding this reply, the count of Roye difpatched the count of Hamilton to 
Turenne, who reprefented the indifpenfable neceflity of his prefence at the right wing, 
that he might give fuch orders as the exigencies of the cafe feemed to require. Turenne 
then mounted his horfc, and galloped down a hollow way, through which he was con- 
ducted by the count, that he might not be expofed to the fire of two fmall guns which 
the enemy had placed on the oppofite fide of the ravine. But perceiving general Saint Hi- 
laire on the hill, he rode up to him, and defired to know which was the column of the 
enemy that had given them fuch alarm. As the general was pointing it out to him, the 
two fmall guns were discharged at the fpot where they flood ; and a ball from one of 
them, palling over the rump of the general's horfe, took off his arm, grazed the neck 
of his fon's horfe, who was ftanding near him, and lodged in the left fide of Turenne, 
who galloped about twenty yards, and then fell lifclefs to the ground. 

Young Saint Hilaire, throwing his arms around his wounded parent, burft into tears ; 
when the old general exclaimed — " Alas ! my fon, it is not the lofs of me you JJiould la~ 
" ment, but the death of that great man : neither you, nor your country, will ever meet with 
" fuch another general 11 ." The news of his fate impreffed the king, the court, and the 
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people, with the deepeft forrovv ; but it was in the camp that his lois was moft feverely 
felt, and moft fenfibly regretted. Montecuculi, who had for three months been kept on 
the other fide of the Rhine, by the abilities of the marefchal, paffed the river at Straf- 
burgh, foon after his death, having previoufly defeated the French, killing and wound- 
ing upwards of three tboufand men. Among the former were the marquis of Vaubrun; 
the counts of La. Mottc and Cateu; and among the latter, the dukes of Vendome and 
La Ferte; and the count of Roye. The Imperial general penetrated into Alface, 
while the French, under the conduit of the count de Lorges? retired before him. 

The prince of Conde was feat from Flanders to take the command of the army in 
Alface. At his approach, Montecuculi raifed the fiege of Haguenau, and fixed his camp 
in fuch a fituation as to cannonade, with great effect, the army of Conde, who was ob- 
liged to retire towards Scheleftad. The Imperialifts followed him, attacked his rear- 
guard, and killed great numbers of them, but being unable to bring on a general engage- 
ment, they directed their attacks againft the caftles of Molfheim and Molfheic, which 
they reduced, and made the garrifons prifoners of war. They then laid fiege to the 
town of Saverne, which muft inevitably have fallen into their hands, but for the arrival 
of a courier, charged with orders from the emperor to Montecuculi, to dcfi.fl from the 
enterprizc, and repafs the Rhine with his whole army. 

Meanwhile, another part of the German army had formed the fiege of Treves, which, 
for two years, had been in poffefTion of the French. Marefchal Crequi, who com- 
manded a body'of troops on the Molelle, marched to the relief of the place, having 
been previoufly joined by the marquis de laTrouffc, and the chevalier de Sourdis. Ap- 
prized of his approach, the allies left their lines, and marched out to meet him, as far as 
the bridge of Confarbruck, where they meant to difpute with the French the paffage of 
the Saare. They had already gained the oppofite fide of that river, before marefchal 
Crequi had made any preparations to Oppofe them; on the contrary, he dilplayed fuch a 
want of circumfpection, that hiscavalry were all difperfed on foraging parties, and he even 
(neglected to fcizc tjiofe pofts which could alone enable him to refill the attacks of an ene- 
my of fuperior force. The allies, aware ot his neglect, occupied thole polls themfelves; 
and the efforts of a detachment of French, feat, under the conduct of the count de la 
Marck, todiflodge them, were repelled with vigour and fuccefs, and their leader was 
killed in the action. The combat then became general, and the French fuftained a to- 
tal defeat; in vain did tlie marefchal, by making a Hand with a few fquadrons he had 
collccledj behind the vilagc of Taverne, attempt to rally his flying troops; he himlelf 
was compelled to follow the {{ream, and, with difficulty, effected his efcape to Treves. 

The governor of that city had been killed the day before by a fall from his horfe, and 
Crequi, having affumcd the command, thought of repairing the difgrace he had fuftained, 
by a gallant defence of the town. lie,' accordingly, fuftaincd the incelTant attacks of 
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the. befiegers, continued, almoft without intermiffion, for fifteen days : but having re- 
fufed to furrender, at the expiration of that time, in contradiction to the opinion of all 
the officers in the garrifon, who figned the capitulation, he was taken prifoncr, and con.- 
dufted toCoblentz. 

During thefe tranfactions the troops in the Netherlands had remained almofi in a ftatc 
of inactivity. The duke of Luxembourg, who bad taken the command of them, con- 
tented himfelf with acting on the defenfivc, having received orders not to rifk an action. 
By this means he fruftrated the defigns of the prince of Orange, wliofe operations were 
confined to the reduction of Binchs, a town lituated between Mons and Charleroi. 

Some commotions broke out m Brittany and Guienne, this year, on account of the 
increafe of taxes, during which fome receivers and collectors were put to death by the 
populace. But the arrival of the troops foon quelled the tumult, and the punilhment 
of the ringleaders, who were fentenced to be hanged, prevented its renewal. The par- 
liaments of the two provinces not having evinced fufficient alacrity in repreffing the fedi- 
tion, the king banifhed that of Brittany to Vannes, and that of Guienne to Condom, 
where they remained till the year 1690, when they were reftored. It was remarked 
that, during thefe troubles, the members of the refomied church remained invariably 
faithful to the king ' r ~, though their fidelity proved inadequate to avert the ruin which 
the perfecuting fpirit, and miftaken policy of Lewis, at a later period of his reign, in- 
flicted on them. 

With this campaign the prince of Conde clofed the long feries of his martial toils 
and gloxy ; the fhort remnant of his life he paffed in honourable retirement at Chantil- 
Iy, whither he bad withdrawn himfelf in difguft with the intrigues of a court, ungrate- 
ful, as he conceived, for the fervices he had rendered his country ; the king, ever jealous 
of his authority, and averfe from the employment of princes, having refufed to fufFer 
his fon to fucceed him in the command of the army. Condc died in 1680, a martyr to> 
the'gout 73 . Montecuculi withdrew at the fame time from the fatigues of a military 
life, though his retirement was certainly not influenced by the abfurd motive afcribed CD 
him by fome authors, who affert, that he would no longer command an army becaufe he 
had no rival worthy to oppofe him.. 

A. D. 1676.] Though Lewis had loft his two principal commanders, yet the vigour 
and difciplinc which bad been infufed into his troops ftill continued to open the road to 
victory. The Dutch themfelves foon after luftained a lois of equal magnitude, and 
which imprelTed them with equal forrovv. A French fleet, under the duke de Vivbnne,, 
having been difpatched to Meffina to fupport the revolted inhabitants, a Dutch fquadro:* 
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was fent to join the Spaniards; when an action enfued, in which De Ruyter received a 
wound that put an end to his glorious life. The Dutch, difmayed at the death of their 
gallant leader, retired in confufion ; but the French derived little benefit from this vic- 
tory, as they were foon after obliged to evacuate Meflina. 

Lewis, meanwhile, had fentfour armies into the field, commanded by four new generals. 
The nrft was deftined to act in Germany under marefchal Luxembourg; the fecond ih 
Rouflillon, under the duke of Navailles ; the third, under marefchal Rochefort, was 
{rationed between the Sambre and the Meufc ; and the fourth, headed by the king in 
perfon, and under him by marefchal Crequi, (who had been ranfomed from captivity) and 
marefchals Humieres, Lorges, Schoinberg and la Feuillade, entered the Netherlands. 
This laft army was compofed of more than fifty thoufand men. The king detached 
marefchal Humieres to make an irruption into the county of Waes, while marefchal 
Crequi received orders to invert Conde. The trenches were opened on the twenty-fecond 
of April, and the liege was pufhed with fuch vigour that, on the thirtieth, the garrifon 
was reduced to the neceffity of furrendering themfelves prifoners of war. The prince of 
Orange and the duke of Villa Hermofa advanced as far as Mons, with a view to relieve 
the town ; but having learned on the road that it was already reduced, they ported 
themfelves between Mons and Saint Guilain to watch the motions of the French. 

The king, who had been prefent at this fiege, went from thence to Sebourg, whence 
he fent out detachments to deflroy moft of the caftles in the territory of Liege, and to 
lay wafte the duchy of Juliers. Nor did the dominions of the duke ofNeubourg, who 
had lately joined the allies, efcape the ravage of his troops ; the fmall town of Sittard 
was taken by affault, and expofed to the brutal rage of the foldiery. The duchy of 
Clevcs experienced a fimilar treatment, as did alfo that tra£t of country that lies between 
the Meufe and the Vahal. 

On the fixth of May Lewis fent a detachment under the command of his brother, the 
(Kike of Orleans, to invert Bouchain ; while he advanced, with the reft of the army, to co- 
ver the fiege, and prevent any interruption from the enemy. He fixed his camp in fuch 
an advantageous fituation as to be exempt from all dread of attack ; but the prince of 
Orange having, by a rapid march, reached Valenciennes, the king parted the Scheldt, and 
the two armies came within fight of each other. A battle appeared inevitable, but the 
king, who certainly had it in his power to engage 74 , declined the combat, and contented 
himfelf with the reduction of Bouchain, which furrendered after a fiege of fix days. 

The 

72. This circumftance has been varimifly reported by different writers. The duke de Saint Simon, In hit Memoirs 
(tome vi. p. 1 1.) fays, that as the king's army was fuperior to that of the enemy, the propriety of jiving battle ap- 
peared 
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The prince of Orange, dreading an attack on Cambrai, ftrengt hened the garrifon by a 
detachment of three thoufand men, while the king returned to Vcrfailles, leaving the 
command of his army to marefchal Schomberg. On the feventh of July the allies laid 
fiege to Maeftricht ( the only town belonging to the United Provinces which remained 
in the hands of the French), with five-and-t wenty thoufand men, and twelve days after 
the trenches were opened. But notwithftanding the valour difplayed by the troops, and 
the furious manner in which the town was bombarded, until the twenty-fixth of Au- 
guft, the prince of Orange was compelled to raife the fiege, after great numbers had been 
killed on both fides. Marefchal Humieres was more fortunate in his attempt upon Aire, 
which he reduced in lefs than a week. 

But though the campaign in the Netherlands had terminated favourably for the 
French, in Germany their troops had met with repeated checks. Charles the Fifth, the 
new duke of Lorraine, who had fucceeded his brother, Charles the Fourth, and who, 
like him, was flripped of his dominions, had been placed at the head of the Imperial ar- 
my, with which, in the month of May, he paffed the Rhine, in the vicinity of Spires. 
Having entered Upper Alface, a detachment of his army was furprized and defeated by 
the duke of Luxembourg, at the pafTage of the fmall river Rohr ; but the Imperialifts 
foon had their revenge in the neighbourhood of Zibernfteeg, where they totally difperfed 
the rear-guard of the French, which muft have been entirely cut to pieces but for ther 
brave refinance of three Englifh regiments, (who were ftill fuffered to remain in the 
French fervice), whofe commander, Hamilton, was killed, together with a great number 
of his men 7S . This fuccefs facilitated to the Imperialifts the reduction of Philipfburgh,. 
the fiege of which had been formed by the prince of Baden-Dourlach, general of the 
troops of the circles. The town was defended with great obftinacy during three 
months, at the expiration of which time it furrendered to the enemy. 

Marefchal Luxembourg fought to repair this lofs by an irruption into Montbeliard, 
with a view of entering the Brifgaw, and reducing fome of the towns in that territory. 

peared obvious to all the generals; but the interference of Louvois " -who knew his nmjlsr'sfentiments" biaffed their 
opinions, and induced them to reject the advice of marefchal de Loiges, who infilled on the neceffityof an action, 
fupporting his opinion by reafons which none of them could anfwer. Pcliffon, on the contrary, who was prefent 
at the time, vindicates the honour of Lewis (tome iii. p. 45, 67) and maintains that it was the bufinefs of the 
prince to begin the attack ; he atfn afierts, on the authority of marefchal de IuFcuillade, that Lewis was eager to at- 
tack the enemy, but was prevented by the judicious interference of his generals. The Prince of Orange, on the con- 
trary, affured marefchal de Loiges, who faw him the day after the battle, that the king had fuffered an opportu- 
nity to efcape, which had he embraced, he muft inevitably have defeated him. ( Anquetil, tome i. p. 216.) 
The Continuator of Mezerai joins thofe who cenfure Lewis, while Voltaire juftines his hero. Lewis, how- 
ever, never ceafed to blame himfelf for his conduct on that day, when, fays Dangeau, as he afterwards acknow- 
ledged, he committed more faults than on any other day in his whole life; having fullered a certain opportunity of 
defeating the enemy to efc3pe. He caft the blame of the omiflion on his miiiiftcr, Louvois. 75 Contin. de 

Mezerai, tomeii, p. 313. 
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But the duke of Lorraine fruflrated his defigns, by throwing a ftrong garrifon into Eri- 
bourg, fo that the operations of the French, were confined to the deftruction of a few 
defencelefs villages. The pretext for feizing Montbeliard was, that the country might 
be placed under the protection of the king 76 . 

During the various operations of the hoftile armies, a ncgociation for a peace had been 
opened by the contending powers, and a congrefs eftablifhed at Nimeguen, under the 
mediation of the king of England. But Lewis artfully protracted the conferences, by- 
urging propofals which, he knew, would be rejected ; and the allies, unwilling to fubmit 
to the terms which his ambition had dictated, once more prepared to meet him in 
the field. 

While the prince of Orange was at the Hague, engaged in fettling the operations of 
the campaign, the French armies aflembled in the neighbourhood of Valenciennes, 
Cambrai, and Saint Omer. The firft of thefe towns was inverted by marefchal Luxem- 
bourg, and the king repaired to the camp in perfon, that he might have the honour of 
reducing it. On the tenth of March the trenches were opened, and, on the feventeenth, 
the moufquetaires, having received orders to rtorm fome of the outworks, purfued their 
advantage, and, by an inrtancc of temerity almoft unparalleled, followed the fugitives 
into the town, which they continued to keep pofleflion of until the king's arrival. 

Cambrai was reduced, in the month of April, and marefchal D'Humieres inverted 
Saint Omer, tq the relief of which place the prince of Orange marched with his whole 
army. The duke of Orleans and marefchal Luxembourg, who were employed to cover 
the fiege, advanced to within a league of Mount Cartel, where they attacked the allies. 
The conflict was (harp, though of fhort duration; the prince of Orange was defeated, 
with confiderable lofs, and compelled to feek flicker under the walls of Ypres. In this 
action, the duke of Orleans, though a prince of the molt effeminate manners, difplaycd 
the moft confummate lie ill, and the moft determined courage. Indeed, the reputatiou 
lit acquired, in confequence of his conduct on the occafion, was fuch as to infpire the 
fufpiuious mind of Lewis withjealoufy againft his brother, and to fuperinduce a deter- 
mination never more to entruft him with the command of an army 11 . Eight days after 
the battle, the town of Saint Omer furrendered to the French. 

7* Contin.de Me^erai, torn. ii. p.314. 
77 Peliffon, ittdetfld, denies the exiftence of this jcaloufy, (torn. Hi. p. 13 3.) and afferts that the king was fo much 
pleafed at the fuccofs of the duke of Orleans, as to declare, upon his hmur, that he was much more rejoiced at his 
brothel's having obtained the victory, than heihould have been at gaining it himfelf. But the affertion of an hif- 
torian who is fald for fiai/mg a monarch, lhould be received with great caution; and the affirmation of the duke 
de Saint Simon, who avers the fatisfac~tion difplayed by Lewis to have bt.n merely external, while his jealoufy was 
fixed and permanent, (icm.vi.p. 17.) appears to be more worthy of credit, particularly, as it is certain that the 
4"ke of Oilcans was never again entrufUd with the command of an army. 
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The duke of Lorraine, having the command of a powerful army in Germany, ex- 
pected to make fuch a diverfion as would draw all the forces of the French to that quar- 
ter, and thereby facilitate the fuccefs of the prince of Orange's expeditions in the 
Netherlands. But his expectations were fruftratcd, and his projects defeated, by the 
Vigour and vigilance of marefchal Crequi, who, having kept the Spanifh army in check, 
while Luxembourg compelled the prince of Orange to raife the fiege of Charleroi, 
marched againft the duke of Lorraine, and, after defeating his troops in fucceffive fkir- 
mifhes, forced him to repafs the Rhine. Crequi then iVid fiege to Fribourg, the capital 
of the Brifgaw, which he reduced in the month of October, having previoufly defeated 
a large body of the Imperialifts, who had been feat to interrupt his operations, at Kok- 
berg, ia the vicinity of Strafburgh. 

The duke of Navailles was equally fuccefsful in Catalonia, where, in a pitched battle, 
he defeated the Spaniards under the count of Monterey. The reduction of Saint Gui- 
laln, by marefchal Humieres, was the laft operation of the campaign. 

A. D. 1678.] Negotiations for peace were ftill continued ; and the king of Eng- 
land, having bellowed the hand of his niece on the prince of Orange, feemed fincerely 
defirous of acquiefcing in the wiflies of his people, and of affording protection to the 
United Provinces. Lewis, however, took the field fo early as the month of February, 
and, after threatening various places, in order todivide the attention of the enemy, fat down 
before Ghent, on the fourth of March, and, in a, few days, reduced the garrifon of that im- 
' portant fortrefs to the neceflity of capitulating. The town and citadel of Ypres were reduc- 
ed with equal rapidity, and the fuccefsful progrefs of the French, while it induced Lewis 
to affume the haughty tone of a conqueror, difpofed the allies to fubmit to the terms 
which he wiflied to impofe. The Dutch firft alked and obtained a ceflation of arms for 
fix months, which was foon followed by a peace, to which the emperor and the king of 
Spain, after fome hefitation, reluctantly fubferibed. 

By this treaty, which was figned at Nimeguen, on the tenth of Auguft, Lewis fecured 
the pofleffion of Franche-Comte, together with Bouchain, Conde, Ypres, Valenciennes, 
Cambrai, Maubeuge, Aire, Saint Omer, Caflel, Charlemont, Popering, Bailleul, and 
fome other places of inferiot note: while he reftored Macftricht to the Dutch; and 
Charleroi, Courtrai, Oudenarde, Ath, Ghent, and Limbourg, to Spain. 

The prince of Orange was difgufted with the terms of a treaty which he confidered 
as highly advantageous to France ; and four days after its conclufion, he attacked mare- 
fchal Luxembourg at Mons, and defeated, with great flaughter, the French, who con- 
ceived the war to be finiftied. In this action fourthoufand men were flain on both fides. 
It is fuppofed the prince knew of the treaty, though he profefled to be ignorant of it ; 
Vol. IV. 3 G and 
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and that this wanton facrificeof fo many li*es was made with a view of prolonging the 
war, in order to gratify his refentment againft Lewis. 

A. D. 1679 to 1783.] Neither the reftoration of peace, nor the extenfion of terri- 
tory which he acquired by the late treaty, could inftil into the mind of Lewis thofe 
fentiments of moderation, and that regard to juftice, which are beft calculated to pro- 
mote the happinefs of the fovereign, and the welfare of the people. Inflated with the 
fuccefs he had obtained over his enemies, and the grofs adulation he received from his fub- 
jects, he fuffered the fuggeftions of vanity to filence the dictates of reafon, and his con- 
duel icemed to be influenced bv the idea that he was lord of the univerfc. 

While the allies, refting fecure on the faith of treaties, had difbanded their fupernu- 
merary troops, Lewis retained his, having previoufly refolved to extend Ms conquefts, 
even in time of peace. Confcious of his power, he eftablifheJ arbitrary courts at Metz, 
and Brifac, for the purpofe of reuniting to the crown all the territories which had former- 
ly been dependent on Alface and the three bifhopricks, though they had been transferred, 
for time immemorial, to other mafters. Many fovereign princes of Germany; the elec- 
tor palatine; the king of Spain himfelf, who poiieiTcd a few bailiwicks in thofe coun- 
tries; and the king of Sweden, as duke of Deux- Fonts; were cited to appear before the 
judges of thefe new-erected courts, to do homage to the king of France, and, in cafe 
of difobedience, were threatened with the confiscation of their eflatcs. From the time 
of Charlemagne, no prince had ever dared to affume this tone of authority to his equals, 
to create himfelf the judge of monarchs, and to conquer countries by arrets. 

The elector palatine, and the elector of Treves, were arbitrarily defpoiled of the lord- 
fhips of Falkemberg, Germerfkeim, and Valdentz ; while their complaints to the diet, 
affembled at Ratifbon, of this flagrant breach of faith, only produced a long remon- 
strance, that was tptally difregarded by Lewis. 

This ambitious prince was not content with the fovereignty of the ten free towns in Al- 
face, as formerly enjoyed by the emperors, but impofed on the inhabitants a yoke fo in- 
tolerable, that far from being allowed the exercife of the liberty tbey had been accuftom- 
ed to poffefs, they did not even dare to make it the fubject of converfation. The con- 
tagion of defpotifm had nofyet reached Strafburgh, that great and opulent city, miftrefs 
of the Rhine, and forming a powerful republic of herfelf, famous for its arfenal, which 
contained no lefs than nine hundred pieces of cannon 77 . 

Louvois had, long fince, formed the defign of delivering this city into the haftds of 
his mafter, and for the accomplifhment of his purpofe he had rccourl'e to the operations 
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of gold, terror, and intrigue, which had already given him poffeffion of various towns. 
The inhabitants of Strafburgh were thrown into the utmoft confternation, by the fudden 
and unexpected appearance of twenty thoufand French ; by tbe reduction of the forts on 
the Rhine, that defended their ramparts ; and by the conduct of their magiftrates, who, 
corrupted by the enemy, talked of delivering upthc town. The tears anddefpairof the citi- 
zens, enamoured of freedom, were difregarded ; and, on the thirtieth of September, 168 1, 
the totvn was furrendered to Louvois, and was afterwards rendered, by the Ikill of Vau- 
ban, a formidable monument of the infamy of Lewis, and the ftrongeft barrier of the 
French dominions. 

The reftlefs ambition of this haughty defpot knew no bounds ; he feems to hare con- 
fidered the neighbouring powers as flaves to his will, or, at beft, as inftruments of his 
aggrandizement. Spain was treated with no more refpect than the empire ; he prefer- 
red a prepofterous claim to the town and diftricT: of Aloft in the Netherlands, which 
he had the impudence to affert the minifters had forgotten to infert in the treaty of peace; 
and as the Spanifli court delayed to comply with a pretenfion fo falfe and ill-founded, 
Lewis ordered his troops to form the blockade of Luxembourg. 

At the fame time he acquired, by purchafe, from the duke of Mantua, the ftrong for- 
trefs of Cafal, and invaded the independence of the free city of Orange by the demoli- 
tion of its walls. 

This violent luft of power, which feemed to grafp at nothing lefs than univerfal em- 
pire, gave the moft ferious alarm to all the princes of Europe, and aflociations were 
formed for the purpofe of ftemming the deftruftive torrent, that threatened to overturn 
the moft facred barriers, and to demolifh the moft ancient Structures. Intent on the 
gratification of his prevailing paffions, vanity and ambition, he purfued with avidity thofe 
meafures which were beft calculated to render him an object of dread to furrounding 
nations. In fortifying his towns and fortrefles, in encreafing' the number, and regulat- 
ing the discipline, of his failors ; in conftrudting frefh ports and harbours, and in build- 
ing fhips of war, neither pains nor expence were fpared. The port of Toulon, in the 
Mediterranean, was rendered capable of containing an hundred veffels, and was provid- 
ed with an arfenal and magazines on the moft extenfive fcale : in the ocean, the har- 
bour of Breft was formed on a fimilar plan ; Dunkirk and Havre were filled with fhips; 
and at Rochefort, the obftructions of nature were removed by the exertions of art. 

By the care and induftry of Colbert, the French navy had encreafed, in the fpace of a 
few years, to a hundred fail of the line, many of which were of the firft rate ?8 j and 
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Louvois had been ftudious to augment, in proportion, the number of forts on the con- 
fines of the kingdom. During the conftru&ion of thefe immenfe works, the French 
court exhibited a fcene of magnificence and pleafure, calculated to command the admira- 
tion, and to captivate the fenfes, of all who frequented it ; while the extenfion of com- 
merce, and the cultivation of the arts, at once tended to refine and corrupt the manners 
of the opulent, and to enable the people to fupport the new burthens, which the profu- 
fion of their fovereign had rendered neceffary. 

A. D. 1683 to 1685.] The fituation of the neighbouring powers contributed greatly 
to the fuccefs of Lewis's defigns. The king of England fecretly favoured his views; 
the councils of Holland were divided ; and the emperor Leopold had to encounter the 
united arms of his revolted fubjedls in Hungary, and of the Turks, whom the infurgents 
had fummoned to their affiftance. The count of Nointel had, indeed, been difpatchedby 
the king of France, to the Porte, in order to inftigate the Turks to a violation of the 
twenty years' truoe which they had concluded with the emperor. His intrigues, joined 
to the invitation of the Hungarians, proved fuccefsful, and immenfe hordes of Mufful- 
mans poured, like a torrent, into the empire, and, bearing down all before them, advanced 
to the gates of Vienna. At this critical period, when the deftrucTion of the Imperial 
branch of the houfe of Auftria appeared inevitable, Lewis renewed hoftilities in the 
Netherlands; nor could the relief of the capital of the empire, nor the fubfequent ex- 
pulfion of the Turks, induce him to defift from an enterprize which flattered his ambi- 
tion. Luxembourg, hitherto blockaded by the French, was now regularly befieged, and 
rapidly reduced ; Courtrai and Dixmude, unprepared for refiftance, yielded to their arms; 
the city of Treves was feized by Lewis, who demolilhed its fortifications ; and all thefe 
acls of hoftility were reprefented as jufl efforts to fulfil the fpirit of the treaty of Nime- 
guen. While the king was employed in reducing their towns, the Imperialifls and Spa- 
niards had opened a negotiation with him at Ratifbon, where the peace of Nimeguen 
was converted into a truce of twenty years, by which Lewis was permitted to retain 
pofleflion of Luxembourg, and the territory annexed to it 79 . 

The king difplayed equal injuftice, in his haughty treatment of the republic of Ge- 
noa. The Genoefe having built fome gallies for the Spaniards, Lewis fent a fleet which 
bombarded their capital, and reduced to afhes great numbers of thofe magnificent ftruc- 
tures which had given to the city the epithet of Superb. Not content with this pu- 
mfhment, he compelled the doge, and four of the principal fenators, to repair to Ver- 
faillcs, and pronounce, in his prefence, an humiliating fpeech, compofed by hisminifter. 

But the punifliment he inflicted on the piratical ftates of Barbary deferves commen- 
dation. Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis, felt the weight of his refentment, and were com- 
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pelled to make compenfation for the infult offered to his flag, by conceflions the mod ab- 
ject, and by the releafe of feveral hundreds of Chriftian captives. 

During thefe tranfadYions, the queen died (in July, 1683 ), more regretted by the na- 
tion than by the king, who, by the unreftraincd gratification of his amorous propenfities, 
had deftroyed the happinefs of a confort, who, unpolluted by the contagion of evil example, 
was never known to fwerve, in a fingle inftance, from the ftridt. line of her duty. Her 
death produced no change in the conduct of Lewis, who continued to divide his time 
between fchemes of pleafure, and project of ambition ; though a friend to the arts, and 
a patron of tbe fciences, this abfolute prince, intoxicated with the amplitude of his 
power, and the fervile adulation of his poets and courtiers, poffeffed a fpirit of perfecu- 
tion, both civil and religious, that feems incompatible with the purfuits of literature, and 
the milder avocations of polifhed life. Not content with invading the rights and privi- 
leges of the neighbouring ftates, he now endeavoured to exercife a defpotic fway over 
the confcicucss of his own fubjects. The year 1685 was deftmed for the accompli fhment 
of a fcheme which Lewis had long had in contemplation — the total extermination of 
the Hugonots. He began by fending troops into the different provinces with a view to 
compel the reformed to pay obedience to the orders of the court. Thefe orders were fig- 
nified to the objects of his perfecution by the intendants, who were directed to fhut the 
gates of the different towns inhabited by the Proteftants ; then to affemble the inhabitants, 
and command them to embrace the Roman Catholic religion, under pain of being compel*- 
led fo to do in fuch manner as to the king Ihould feem meet. 

On their refufal to comply with thefe arbitrary commands, the dragoons were ordered 
to approach, part of whom were ftationed in the avenues leading to the towns, and part 
quartered at difcretion on the Proteftants, where they lived until all the provifions were 
confumed, when they pillaged the houfes, deflroyed the effects, and feized whatever ber 
longed to the reformed. They next attacked the perfons of the Hugonots, and exhaufl:- 
ed their ingenuity in torturing them, in a thoufand ways, without discrimination of age 
or fex, in order to induce them to change their religion. Numbers, who remained firm 
and unlkaken, were thrown into dungeons; or if, by chance, any of them, eluding the 
vigilance of their guards, efcaped into the woods, they were purfued like beafts of prey, 
and, like them, maffacred without mercy. The females were placed in convents, where 
the pious zeal of the nuns fuffered them to enjoy no repofe, until they confented to at- 
tend the celebration of the mafs. The houfes of the Hugonots were demolifhed, their 
property was fold or confifcated, and they themfelves were reduced to a ftate of poverty 
and wretchednefs : they had long before been deprived of all their ports and em- 
ployments, and even debarred from the exercife of any trades or profeffions in corporate 
towns. Their places of worlhip were razed to the very foundations; and the nobility, 
and people, the rich and the poor, were all involved in the general ruin So . 
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To complete this fcene of perfecution, the blow that was deftined to effect the total 
abolition of the reformed religion in France, was, at length, ftruck : In October, 1685, 
the celebrated edict of Nantes, publifhed by the fourth Henry, folemnly confirmed by 
his grandfon, and fanctioned with all the neceflary forms that could render it authentic, 
or fecure its duration, was formally revoked and annulled. The reformed expected, 
however, to find fome truce to their fufferings, by a compliance with the twelfth article 
of the edict of revocation, which decreed — " That until it fhould pleafe God to en- 
" lighten them, they might continue to refide in the kingdom, purfue their commerce, 
" and enjoy their property, without being fubject to trouble or moleftation on account 
" of their religion, on condition that they fhould not publickly profefs it, nor afTemble 
" under pretence of reading prayers, or performing any other act of worfhip whatever." 
But no attention was paid to this article ; the foldiers were left in the provinces, where 
they committed flill greater acts of outrage and violence than before, and all the Hugo- 
nots were finally conftrained, either to change their religion, or to quit the kingdom. 

The mode purfued by the miniftry for effecting this work of iniquity, was this: The 
attorney-general, and other magiftrates of every town, fent a fummons to all the heads 
of families, to aflemble at a certain place, which they fpecified ; when the king's orders 
were read to them, and the mod violent threats employed to render them obedient. In 
the difirict of Paris, the marquis of Seignelai fummoned all the Hugonots, who were 
not yet converted, to his hotel ; where he locked them up, and refufed to let them go 
until they had figned a deed of abjuration, which he had previoufly prepared, and 
which contained an affertion, that the change of their religion was not the effect of 
conftraint but conviction. 

At the fame time, every poffible precaution was taken to deprive thofe who adhered to 
their religion of all means of efcape. The guards were doubled in all the cities, fea- 
ports, great-roads, and bridges in the kingdom: the peafants were ordered to attack the 
unhappy fugitives wherever they met them ; foldiers were difperfed over every part of 
the country ; the ftricteft orders were iffued to the perfons who kept the barriers, to 
prevent any perfon from palling; and the king rather chofeto break oft" all intercourfe 
with foreign ftates, than to afford the Hugonots an opportunity of efcapingfrom perfecu- 
tion. All fuch as were intercepted in their flight were thrown into prifon; ftripped of 
what little they had faved from the general wreck j feparated from their wives; loaded 
with chains ; applied to the torture ; and expofed to all the evils and pains which the fa- 
vagc ingenuity of their guards could invent. But, notvvithffanding the vigilance of the 
government, and its fubaltem tyrants, more than half a million K or, according to fome 
authors, eight hundred thoufand" 1 , of the Hugonots, found means to efcape, and leav- 
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ing a kingdom which their induftry had greatly contributed to enrich, exported, befides 
confide rable fums of money, thofb arts and manufactures which had brought France to 
its prefent flourifhing (late, and which now tended to promote the profperity of her ene- 
mies. Near forty thoufand of the refugees patted over to England, where they were re- 
ceived with open arms. By this means the deteftable perfecution of Lewis carried with 
it its own punifhment. 

A. D. 1686 to 1688.] While Lewis, equally impolitic and uujuft, was thus em- 
ployed in opprefTuig a moft ufeftil and indufhious clafs of his fubjects, the neighbouring 
fhtes, ftimulated by the mel.incholy fate of the refugees, and anxious to check that fpirit 
of ambition, which threatened the fubverfion of their own power, had entered into a 
league againfl him. This formidable confederacy had been formed, by the intrigues and 
influence of the prince of Orange, at Augfburg, where the whole empire united againft 
Lewis ; Spain and Holland became parties in the alliance ; the acceflion of Savoy 
was afterwards obtained; and Sweden and Denmark betrayed a difpofition'to favour the 
fame caufe. 

Though threatened by this powerful combination, Lewis was obliged to direct his at- 
tention to the fituation of affairs in England, where James the Second had fucceeded to 
the throne, and, by his imprudent conduct, had afforded fuch ferious grounds of com- 
plaint to his fubjects, that a new revolution appeared inevitable. It was not long, in- 
deed, before the Englifh feat an invitation to the prince of Orange to take into his hands 
that fceptre which they deemed his father-in-law unworthy to wield; and as the prince 
poflelfed almoft as much ambition as Lewis, he made no fcruple to accept an offer that 
teaded to gratify his favourite paflion. He diligently collected a formidable fleet, levied 
additional troops, and raifed confiderable fums of moaey ; but his artifices, however fk.il- 
fully conducted, could not entirely conceal his real intentions from the fagacity of the 
French court. D'Avaux, Lewis's envoy at the Hague, had been able, by a comparifoa 
of circumftances, to trace the purpofes of the preparations in Holland; and he inftantly 
informed his mafter of the difcovery. Lewis conveyed the intelligence to James, and 
accompanied the information with aa important offer. He expreffed his willingnefs to 
join a fquadroa of F reach fhips to the Englifh fleet, and to fend over any number of 
troops which James fhould deem requifite for his fccurity. When this propofal was re- 
jected, he offered to march his army into the Netherlaads, and, by the terror of his 
arms, to detain the Dutch forces in their owa country. But this offer met with ao bet- 
ter receptioa. 

At leagth the prince of Orange failed for England, and, landing on the coaft of De- 
voafhire, was joined by the principal nobility of the iflaad. James, deferted by his 
fubjects, his favourites, and his children, yielded to the torrent, abdicated the throne,. 

and 
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aiul fought flicker, with his queen and infant fori, in Fiance. Lewis received the illuf- 
trious fugitives with every mark of refpect and affurance of fupport ; the palace of 
Saint-Germain was allotted them for their refidence ; the royal guards and attendants re- 
ceived orders to wait 011 them ; and a penfion of five-and-twenty thouTand pounds fter- 
ling was afligned them for their fubfiftence. The Englifh, meanwhile, raifed the prince 
of Orange to the throne, under the title of William the Third ; and that monarch now 
prepared to vindicate the liberties of Europe, and to gratify his own perfonal refentment 
againft Lewis. 

A. D. 1688 to 1690.] The king, during thefe tran factions, had anticipated the dc- 
figns of thofe princes who had combined againft him, by invading the empire, and laying 
fiege to Philipiburg, which furrende red within a month after the trenches had been open- 
ed, though not until the city had been nearly demoliflied by the number of bombs that 
had been thrown into it by the French. Having fecured this important fortrefs, Lewis 
determined to fulfil the promife of fupport he had given to James. This unhappy prince 
had (till a ftrong party in Ireland ; and Lewis furnifiie 1 him with a formidable fleet, well 
ftocked with arms and ammunition of all kinds, and a body of fix thoufand troops; and 
as foon as James had difembarked in fafety, a farther reinforcement was fent him. Tour- 
ville, the French admiral, who had orders to fecond the operations of James, fell in 
with the united fleets of England and Holland, off" Beachy Head ; and, after an engage- 
ment of ten hours, the latter were compelled to decline the unequal conteft, and to retire 
into the Englifh harbours. James, meanwhile, had been received into Limerick, and his 
firft fuccefs exceeded his molt fanguine expectations : but his career was checked by the 
fkill of the duke of Schomberg, and his hopes were finally deftroyed by the decifive bat- 
tle of the Boyne ; after which he returned to France, while his fuccefsful rival, by his 
valour and conduct, firmly eftablifhed his tottering throne. A defultory war was, indeed, 
maintained for fome time after the flight of James ; but Ireland gradually withdrew from 
the fupport of a prince who had deferted her, and fubmitted to the authority of William. 

Lewis had made the moft formidable preparations for refilling the efForts of his nume- 
rous enemies; in his fleets and armies no lefs than four hundred and fifty thoufand men 
were employed 81 ; the dauphin, a young prince of twenty-feven, mild in his manners 
and modeft in his conduit, was entrufted with the command of an army of an hundred 
thoufand men, deftined to act againft the imperialists in Germany. The prince was ac- 
companied by marefchal Duras, who directed all his operations ; while BoufHers was 
fent with another body of troops beyond the Rhine ; and Humieres, with an army of 
oblervation, was difpatched towards Cologne. 
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Mentz and Heidelberg were fpeedily reduced ; Manheim was taken in three days ; 
Franckendal in two ; and Spires, Treves, Worms, and Oppenlieim opened their gates at 
the approach of the French. The reduction of thefe cities was followed by the destruc- 
tion of the palatinate. Orders, fuggefted by Louvois, and adopted by Lewis, were re- 
ceived by the generals of the army, onee more ro convert that fertile country into a de- 
fart. The inhabitants, apprized of their intentions, quitted their habitations in the depth 
of a fevere winter ; men, women and children were fcen wandering in the fields, expof- 
ed to the inclemency of the weather; while the troops were employed in laying wafte 
their country with fire and fword. The fcene of deftruction began at Manheim and 
Heidelberg, the refidence of the electors, whofe palaces were demolifhed; while the 
tombs of their anceftors were profaned by the rapacious hands of the foldiery, who, dif- 
appointed in their expectations of discovering hidden treafures, fcattered in the winds 
the allies of the dead. 

Thefe abominable acts of violence and inhumanity excited the general dcteftation of 
Europe, and rather ferved to exafperate than intimidate the immediate enemies of Lewis. 
The princes of the empire, affembled at Ratifbon, refolved on a declaration of war againft 
the king, as the common enemy of chriftendom (in allufion to his alliance with the 
Turks) ; and their example was followed by the elector of Brandenburg and the ftatcs- 
general of Holland: Spain, too, enraged at the repeated infractions of the treaty con- 
cluded with France, determined to become a party in the difpute. 

Hitherto the French had met with no oppofition ; but the imperial troops changed the 
face of affairs, and compelled them to retire to the banks of the Rhine. The elector of 
Brandenburg, having in conjunction with the Dutch taken Keiferwert and Rhinberg, 
in the electorate of Cologne, advanced againft the marquis of Sourdis, whom he defeated 
in the vicinity of Nuis. The duke of Lorraine, who commanded the forces of the empire, 
laid fiege to Mentz, which was gallantly defended by the marquis D'Uxelles, during 
feven weeks; but, at the expiration of that time, having expended all his ammunition, 
the marquis was compelled to furrender the town. Bonn was alfo reduced by the elector 
of Brandenburg. 

In Flanders, marefchal D'Humieres v/as defeated by the prince of Waldeck at Valcour 
on the Sambre, where he loft from three to four thoufand men, with all his artillery, 
ammunition and baggage 54 . Lewis, to retrieve this difalter, again entrufted his forces 
in the Netherlands to the marefchal duke of Luxembourg, notwithstanding the remon- 
/trances of his minifter Louvois, who had conceived a violent diflike to the duke. "I pro- 
" mife you," faid the king to the marefchal, " that Louvois fhall conduct himfelfwithpro- 
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" priety ; I will oblige him to facrifice the hatred he bears you to the good of my 
** fervice : you mail addrefs all your letters to me, none of them mail pafs through 
" his hands." 

The conduct of Luxembourg juftified the choice of his matter. The fuperiority of 
his genius was particularly fignalizcd at the battle of Fleurus, on the confines of the 
Netherlands, where he obtained (on the thirtieth of June, 1690), a complete victory 
over the troops of the allies, commanded by the prince of Waldeck. The French kil- 
led fix thoufand of the enemy, and made eight thoufand pnfoners. On this occafion 
Luxembourg obferved — " Prince Waldeck muft always remember the French cavalry, 
" and I mail never forget the Dutch infantry." 

In Piedmont, marefchal Catinat commanded an army of twelve thoufand men, def- 
tined to act againft the duke of Savoy. He attacked the enemy, who were encamped in 
an advantageous fituation, near the abbey of StafFarda, and, after an obftinate conflr£t, 
defeated them with great flaughter. Three thoufand Piedmontefe are faid to have pe- 
riftied in the action. One thoufand were taken prifoners, and a great part of their ar- 
tillery fell into the hands of the French. Cahors, Saluzzo, and Sufa, were the fruits 
of this victory. The baron de Sales, one of the duke's generals, was defeated, foon af- 
ter, in the Tarentaife, by the marquis de Vins, who profited by the advantage he had 
gained to reduce the caftle of Miolans. 

The heavy expences of a war, conducted with fuch fpirit and vigour in various quar- 
ters, necefTarily required immenfe fupplies of money, to obtain which Lewis had, at 
firft, recourfe to the erection of new offices, which were fold to the higheft bidders. But 
this mode of railing money proving inadequate to the exigencies of the cafe, a variety of 
taxes were impofed, highly burdenfome to the people: ?\ An edict was alfo publifhed, 
ordering all perfons to carry fuch articles of plate as weighed more than an ounce to the 
mint, to be converted into fpecie. The king, himfelf, ltripped his palace of VerfaUJes 
of all articles of that defcription, and the princes of the blood were obliged to follow his 
example, the time was paffed when the rigour of pecuniary edicts could be modified by 
the parliament: The king's authority had become fo abfolute, that the fmalleft oppofi.- 
tion to his meafures mull have been productive of ruin and difgrace. 

A. D. 1691, 1692.] In the enfuing campaign, the French, having taken the field at 
a very early period, inverted Mons on the fifteenth of March. The king was prefent at 
the fiege, but, as foon as the town furrendered, returned to Verfaillcs. Luxembourg, 
meanwhile, had been fent, with a detachment of fourteen thoufand horfe, to watch the 
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motions of the king of England, who had placed himfelf at the head of the allied army 
in the Netherlands; but the marefchal fkilfully eluded the efforts of William to bring 
him to action, and the latter, after he had detached a part of his army, under the count ot 
Tilli, to compel marefchal Boufflers to raife the fiege of Liege, and had, with the reft of 
his troops, reduced the town of Beaumont, and fecured the magazines it contained, refigned 
the command to the prince of Waldeck, and repaired to the Hague. The marefchal em- 
braced the opportunity which his abfence afforded, and attacked the rear of the allies, 
near Leuze, with a ftrong body of cavalry, and the houfhold troops. The prince of 
Waldeck had drawn up his men in two diviiions ; one of which was routed by the im- 
petuous attack of the French, but the other flood firm, and gave the affailants fo warm 
a reception, that, after a defperate engagement, they thought fit to retire. No decifive 
advantage was gained by either fide : the allies loft moft men, and the French moit 
officers. 

On the frontiers of Germany and Spain, a feeble and defultory war was carried on 
with various fuccefs. In Piedmont, marefchal Catinat reduced the county of Nice, 
the city of Carmagnola, and feveral other pofts of inferior confequence ; but he was 
compelled, by prince Eugene of Savoy, to raife the fiege of Coni, whence he retired 
with fuch precipitation, that he left behind him his artillery and ammunition, with a 
part of his baggage. The arrival of an army of ImperialiftjS, under count Caraffa, and 
the duke of Bavaria, enabled the duke of Savoy to recover Carmagnola, Vegliano, 
and Rivoli. 

The honour which the French had acquired, in fuccefsfully difputing the empire of 
the fea with England and Holland, induced Lewis, who was ftill anxious to reftore 
James to the throne he had abdicated, to hazard a general action, and, if victorious, to 
invade England. The Englifh monarch, apprized of his intention, had made the moft 
formidable preparations to repel tke French : a fleet of ninety-nine fail of the line was 
fitted out in the different ports of England and Holland, and, on the nineteenth of May, 
'they were met and encountered by the French admiral, Tourville, who had only fifty 
fail. Tourville, in the Royal Sun, of an hundred and ten guns, the fineft fhip then in 
Europe, bore down upon Ruffel, the Englifh admiral, whom he engaged for an hour 
and an half, when the damage he had fuftained in his rigging obliged him to retire. 
Meanwhile the action had become general throughout the fleet, and continued, with 
great fury, until four in the afternoon, when it was fufpended, for two hours, by the in- 
tervention of a thick fog. 

The inequality of the conteft had, by this time, convinced Tourville of the impru- 
dence of renewing the action ; as foon, therefore, as the fog difperfeJ, he made the fig- 
nal of retreat, and his whole fquadron bore away for the French coaft, maintaining, at 
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the fame time, a running fight, during which, Carter, an Englilh admiral, was killed. 
During the night, four fhips, which had taken fire in the engagement, blew up, and 
fome others having efcaped, the French fleet, on the following morning, was reduced to 
thirty-four fail. Thefe were clofely purfued by the enemy, within fight of the fhores, 
which were crowded with vail numbers of the French, whom the noifc of the guns had 
drawn together. 

On the third day, Tourville's fliip, with his two feconds, one of ninety and the other 
of eighty-four guns, and fome frigates, took refuge upon the coaft near Cherbourg; 
while eighteen more of the largefr. fliips followed their example, and ran in clofe to La 
Hogue ; the reft were more fortunate, and effected their efcape, by driving through the 
race of Alderney. The fhips at Cherbourg were burned the next day by the Englifh. 

On the fifth day, the Englifh admiral prepared to deftroy the fliips at La Hogue, • 
which were now reduced to thirteen, five of them having found means to efcape. The 
French had adopted every means of defence they could devife ; the veflels were drawn 
up as far upon the /hallows as poffible, and covered by the forts of Lillet and La 
Hogue ; while platforms were raifed on fliore, and planted with artillery. Great num- 
bers of floops, filled with officers and men, lined the fhoals ; a confiderable body of 
Troops were drawn up behind, in order of battle ; and, on a neighbouring eminence, flood 
the unhappy James, accompanied by the duke of Berwick, marefchal Bellefonds, and 
Tourville. But the intrepid valour of the Englifh feamcn prevailed over every obftacle, 
and, in the courfe of two days, the French fquadron, with a great number of tranfport 
and ammunition fliips, were completely deftroyed. 



On land, however, the French ftill maintained their fupcriority. Lewis laid fiege to 
Namur, the ftrongeft fortrefsin the Netherlands, as well from its fituation, at the con- 
fluence of the rivers Sambre ami Meufc, as from the flrength of its citadel, built on a 
folid rock. The town, however, was reduced in eight days, and the citadel in twenty- 
two ; while marefchal Luxembourg prevented William from pafling the Mehaigne, 
with an army of eighty thoufand men, which he had aftembled for the purpofe of com- 
pelling the French to raife the fiege. After this conqueft, Lewis returned to Verfailles, 
and again refigned the command to Luxembourg. 

The allies, anxious to efface the affront they had fuftained, contrived to convev falfe 
intelligence to Luxembourg, who, falling into the fnare, was furprized (on the third of 
Auguft), in his camp, at Steinkerk, where part of his troops were thrown into diforder 
before he was apprized of the enemy's approach. The greatcft exertions of courage and 
fkill were requifite to prevent a general defeat ; and thefe were difplayed, by Luxem- 
bourg, in a manner that gave additional fplendor to the reputation he had already ac- 
quired. With incredible celerity he rallied his broken battalions, drew up his men in 
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order of battle, and thrice charged the enemy, at the head of the houfehold troops, ac- 
companied by the young princes of the blood, whole valour and conduct greatly furpafT- 
cd their years. Philip, duke of Chartres, afterwards duke of Orleans, and regent of 
the kingdom, particularly diftinguifhed himfeil on this occafion ; though but fifteen, lie 
difplayed the rcfolution of a veteran, and, notwithstanding a fevere wound he had receiv- 
ed in an early part of the action, he returned to the charge with additional vigour, and 
maintained his port din ing the remainder of the day. 

The prince of Conti and his brother, fons to the prince of Conde; the duke of Ven- 
d6me and the grand prior of France, grandfons to Henry the Fourth ; and the duke of 
Choifcul, were fent, with the houfhold troops, to attack an advantageous pod, occupied 
by the Englilh, and on the pofTeffion of which the fate of the battle depended. Here 
the carnage was dreadful; equal fkill and courage were difplayed on both fides ; but the 
impetuous valour of the French nobility at length prevailed, and the Englilh, after lof- 
ing the earl of Angus, general M'Kay, Sir John Lanier, Sir Robert Douglas, and many 
other gallant officers, with a great number of their men, were compelled to retire. 
Boufflers, who was polled at the diftance of fome leagues from the field of battle, ar- 
rived at this critical period, with a large detachment of horfe, and completed the confu- 
fion of the allies, William, after lofingfeven thoufand men 86 , retreated in good order ; 
and, always vanquifhed, yet always formidable, ftill kept the field. The lofs of the 
French was nearly equal, and among the officers who perilhed in the adion, was the 
prince of Turenne, nephew to the celebrated general of that name, a young nobleman 
of the moft promifing talents. 

In Germany, the French, under marefchal de Lorges, were equally fuccefsful ; they 
firft defeated the Imperialists, commanded by the marquis of Brandenburg- Bareth, the 
count of Stirum, and the landgrave of Heffe, in the neighbourhood of Philipfbourg ; 
and afterwards cut to pieces, near Fortzheim, a detachment of troops, under the dukes of 
Bavaria and Wirtemberg, the latter of whom was taken prifoner. 

i 

Meanwhile, the duke of Savoy patted the Alps, and, attended by count Caprara, 
prince Eugene, and the duke of Schomberg, made an irruption into the province of 
Dauphine, where they committed great devaluations. Ambrun was preferved from the 
the flames by a contribution of fifteen thoufand crowns. Gap, Chorges, and Sifteron 
were taken and refigned to pillage ; and, it is probable, the enemy would have penetrated 
farther into the country, but for the illnefs of the duke of Savoy, which put a Hop to 
their progrefs. As foon as the Imperialifts had retired, the king fent commifTaries into 
the province, to repair the damage they had done. 
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A. D. 1693, 1694.] The enfuing campaign was opened by the fiege of Hui, which 
was reduced in a few days, by marefchal Villeroi. Luxembourg then proceeded to at- 
tack the camp of the allies, on the banks of the -Gheete, extending on one fide to the 
\ iliage of Nerwinde, and, on the other, to Dormal, where its rear was protected by the 
imall river, Landen. William, apprized of the approach of the French, had ftrongly 
fortified his camp, and made every neceffary preparation for refiftance. On the twenty- 
fecond of July, Luxembourg led his men, formed in two lines, to the attack, which was 
nude in three different parts of the camp, at the fame time: but the French were every 
where repulfed with confuleraMe lofs. In vain did the marefchal ride through the 
ranks, animating the foldiers by his exhortations and example ; the fecond charge was as 
tinfuccefsful as the fit ft ; anJ marefchal Boufflers, in expectation of a general defeat, ad- 
vifed him to retire immediately. Luxembourg, however, rejected his council, and, 
forming his cavalry into one compact body, renewed the attack ; and the enemy's fire 
having already ilackened, he was fo fortunate as to force their lines, when the village of 
Nerwinde was taken, arid the allies were compelled to retire. Upwards of twenty thou- 
find men are laid to have perifhed in this action, which produced no material advantage 
to the French. The great number of nobility that fell occafioned an almoft general 
mourning, and excited violent murmurs againft Luxembourg, who was, however, com- 
penf.ited for this mortification by the applaufe of the court, whofe orders he had llrictly 
obeyed. The reduction of Charleroi, in the month of September, coil the nation a 
farther facrifice of from four to five thoufand lives. 

The dauphin ohferved, on his return from the camp, that one or two advantages of 
this kind woulJ fuffice to ruin the kingdom, already exhaufted of its provifjons and 
money. 'I he commiffaries had ftripped the provinces fo completely, in order to pro- 
vide for the fubfiftance of the troops, that the diftrefs had become general, and corn had 
"rifeu to a moil exorbitant price: the poor were reduced to eat the moft unwholefome 
food— grafs, fays the Continuator of Mczerai — by which numbers of them died, particu- 
larly in the province of Normandy 87 . Many families quitted the kingdom, and retired 
into the enemy's country, there to feek the bread they were unable to procure at home. 

Although the court were apprized of thefe circumftances, .by the tumults which ap- 
peared in different parts of the kingdom, they evinced no difpofition to put a flop to the 
evils of war. In Germany, the marefchal De Lorges facked the town of Heidelberg, 
and renewed rhofe horrid fcenes of cruelty and deftruclion, which had twice before dif- 
graccd the French arms in the Palatinate. The dauphin was afterwards fent, with a re- 
inforcement of thirty thoufand men, to take the command of this army, and to pene- 
trate farther into the country ; but the prudent conduft of the prince of Baden defeat- 
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ed his fchemes of conqucft, and compelled him to return to France, after a barren 
campaign. 

In Piedmont, marefchal Catinat acquired more glory, without deviating from the ef- 
tabhfhed rules of war, or violating the principles of humanity. In the plain of Mar- 
faglia, he attacked the duke of Savoy, whofe army was ftrengthened by a body ot Im- 
perialifts, and another of Englifh, under the command of prince Eugene, and the duke 
of Schomberg. The victory was long difputed with great obftinacy, and the right wing 
of the allies repulfed the French with vigour and fuccefs : but the cavalry, whofe at- 
tacks were directed aga'mfl their left wing, bore down all before them, and, pufhing for- 
ward to the center, completed the rout of the infantry, who were conftrained to yield 
to fuperior numbers. The allies loft upwards of four thoufand men in this action, and 
the duke of Schomberg, who was wounded by a cannon-ball, died foon after. 

At fea the French were equally fuccefsful. Lewis had made fu'rprizing efforts to re- 
pair the damage which his navy had fuftained. He had purchafed feveral large veflels, 
and converted them into fhips of war; he had laid an embargo on all the /hipping of his 
kingdom, until his fquadrons were manned ; he had made a grand naval promotion, in 
order to encourage the officers and feamen, and, by this fagacious expedient, had produced 
a wonderful fpirit of alacrity and emulation. In the month of May, his fleet failed to 
the Mediterranean,, in three fquadrons, confifting of feventy-one large fliips, befides 
bomb-ketches, fire- £hips, and tenders. 

On the feventeenth of June the fleet fell in with an Englifh fquadron of twenty- 
three fail, off cape Saint Vincent, appointed to convoy four hundred fail of merchant- 
men belonging to England, Holland, Denmaik, Sweden, Hamburgh, and Flanders. Sir 
George Rooke, who commanded tne Englifh, by the advice of the Dutch vice admiral 
Vandergoes, refolved, if poflible, to avoid an engagement, which could only tend to their 
abfolute ruin. He accordingly fent orders to the fmall fliips that were nearcft the land, to 
put into the neighbouring ports of Faro, Saint Lucar, and Cadiz., while he hintfclf 
flood off, under an eafy fail, for the protection of the reft. The French, about fix in the 
evening, came up with two Dutch fhips of war, which they took, after a mod obftinate 
refiftance. An Englifh. fhrp of war and a rich pinnace were burned, nine-and- twenty 
merchantmen were taken, and about fifty deftroyed, by Tourville and D'Eftrees, who 
commanded the French fleet. Seven large Smyrna fhips fell into the hands of M. de 
Coetlogon, who funk four more in the bay of Gibraltar. The lots fuftained on this oc- 
cafion was computed at a million fterling. 

The French admirals, inftead of purfuing Rooke to Madeira, for which place he bore 
away, made an unfuccefsful attempt on Cadiz, and bombarded Gibraltar, where the mer- 
chants 
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chants funk their (hips that they might not fall into their hands. They then failed 
along the coaft of Spain, deftroyed fotne Englifh and Dutch velTels at Malaga, Alicant, 
and other places, and returned in triumph to Toulon. 

With a view to revenge the infults they had fuftained, the Englifh fent a fquadron of 
twelve fhips of the line, four bomb-ketches, and ten brigantines, to the French coaft, 
where they cannonaded and bombarded the town of Saint Malo for three days fucceflive- 
ly. They then landed on an adjacent ifland, where they committed fome depredations, 
and reduced a convent to afhes. On the nineteenth of November, they took the ad- 
vantage of a dark night, a hefh gnle, and a ftrong tide, to fend in a firefhip, of a pecu- 
liar ftruclure, in order to burn the town ; but flie rtruck upon a rock, before fhe 
reached the place of her deftination, and the engineer was obliged to let fire to her and 
retreat. She continued to burn for fome time, and at Lift blew up, with an explofion 
that produced on the town almoft the fame effect as an earthquake, unroofing three 
hundred houfes, and breaking all the glafs and earthen-ware in the neighbourhood. A 
capftan that-weighed two hundred pounds was thrown into the place, and, falling upon a 
houfe, levelled it with the ground ; the greateft part of the wall, towards the fea, was 
deftroyed; and the inhabitants were thrown into fuch confirmation, that a very fmall 
force would have fufficed to fecure the town ; but fortunately for them the Englifh fleet 
had no foldiers on board. 

Lewis, at length, moved by the diftrcfles of his fubjects, made fome overtures for a 
peace. He tampered with the allies apart, in the hope of dividing and detaching them 
from the grand confederacy ; and he foliated the northern crowns to interpofe their me- 
diation for the reftoration of tranquillity. A memorial was actually prefented by the 
Danifh minilter to king William, by which it appears, that Lewis would have been con- 
tent to purchafe peace with fome confiderable conceffions. But the terms were rejected 
by the king of England, whofe ambition and revenge were not yet gratified. 

*Tluis the war was continued, and, on the approach of fpring, the hoftile armies again 
appeareJ in the field. But the operations of the campaign were confined to the reduc- 
tion of Deinfe, Dixmude, and Hui, by the allies, who alfo defeated fome inconfiderable. 
detachments of the French. The object of William was to penetrate into France, and 
that of Luxembourg to invert Lie : a . and Maertricht ; but, each party, without coming to 
an engagement, contrived to defeat thedefigns of the others. 

In Germany, the operations were equally indeeifive: the prince of Baden prevented 
the ivareichal de Lorges from undertaking any enterprizc of importance, and, after 
compelling him to rcpals the Rhine, led the Imperialifts into Alface, where they re- 
duced levcral places, that were foon retaken by the French. 
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In Spain alone was any fignal advantage obtained. Marefchal Noailles defeated the 
Spaniards on the banks of the Ter.and purfued the fugitives toaconfiderable diflance. In 
the action and purfuit five thoufand of the enemy were (lain, and three thoufand five 
hundred taken prifoners 88 . This vidlory facilitated the reduction of Palamos, Gironne, 
and Oftalric ; but the fudden appearance of the Englifh fleet defeated the intention 
of Noailles of attacking the city of Barcelona, which was the principal object of his 
expedition. . • 

In the courfe of thefummer the Englifh had fent a fquadron of fhips to Conqueft- 
bay, where they burned a fleet of merchantmen ; after which they proceeded to land a 
body of troops, under the command of general Talinalh, at Camaret-bay. The French, 
however, having received intelligence of their defigns, had taken fuch precautions, that 
the Englifh were expofed to a terrible fire from fome batteries newly erected by Vauban, 
as well as from a ftrong body of troops drawn up to oppofe their landing. Numbers of 
them were killed, ia the open boats, before they reached the fliore, and thofe who landed 
were fpeedily repulfed, in fpite of the gallant efforts of Talmafh, who was mortally 
wounded in the attempt to rally his troops. The Englifh loft, on this occafion, up- 
wards of a thoufand men ; their fhips, too, fuftained great damage ; and a Dutch frigate, 
of thirty guns, was taken by the French. 

The Englifh afterwards bombarded Dieppe, and reduced the greateft part of the town 
to afhes. They thence failed to Havre de Grace, which experienced a fimilar fate; and, 
by threatening various parts of the coaft of Normandy, threw the whole province into 
confternation. At a fubfequent period an unfuccefsful attempt was made on Dunkirk ; 
and the bombardment of Calais, with no better effect, concluded the operations of the 
campaign. 

A. D. 1695.] That firm confidence and confeious fuperiority which had peculiarly 
diftinguifhed the troops of France, during the prefent reign, and induced them to brave 
danger at the call of glory, began, at this period, to diminifh. Lewis no longer appeared 
at the head of his armies; Louvois was dead; and the conduit of his fon, Barbefieux, 
who had fucceededhim in his poft, excited univerfal difcontent. Another circumftance 
contributed greatly to difcourage the troops ; marefchal Luxembourg, whom they had 
long been accuftomed to confider as invincible, expired of an apoplexy, on the fourth of 
January, 1695; and his death feemed to put a period to the rapid victories of the French. 

The difficulty of raifing the necefTary funds for defraying the expences of the war, 
daily encceafed. Recourfe was now had to a poll-tax, for which purpofe the inhabitants 
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of the kingdom were divided into two-and twenty clafles, and not a fingle perfon, from 
the monarch to the peafant, was exempted from the payment of this import The 
army was recruited by compulfory enrollments, which ftripped the villages of their in- 
habitants, and deprived the country of thofe hands which were neceflary for the culti- 
vation of the earth ; while they only furnifhed fuch raw and unwilling troops as were 
ill-calculated to oppofe the veteran bands of the allies. 

The campaign was opened in the Netherlands by William, who undertook the fiege 
of Namur, a place which the French deemed impregnable, from the ftrong fortifications 
which had been added by Vauban, fince its Iaft reduction. Marefchal Boufflers imme- 
mediately threw himfelf into the town, with a large detachment of horfe, which en- 
creafed the garrifon to fixteen thoufand men; while an army of one hundred thoufand 
men, under marefchal Villeroi, appeared ready to march to its relief. But the allies, 
whofe works were conducted by the celebrated Coehorn, completed their lines of cir- 
cumvallation, and the trenches were accordingly opened on the eleventh of July. 

Villeroi, meanwhile, parted the Lys, with a view to attack the prince of Vaudemont, 
who had been left at Roufelaer, with fifty battalions and as many fquadrons ; but the 
prince, by a prudent difpofition of his troops, avoided the danger that threatened him, 
and effected a retreat to Ghent, which has been celebrated as one of the moft capital ef- 
forts of military fkill. Villeroi then reduced Dixmude and Deynfe, making the garri- 
fons prifoners ; and afterwards gratified his refentment at the efcape of Vaudemont, by 
the fruitlefs bombardment of Bruffels. 

The fiege of Namur, during thefe tranfactions, was profecuted with great ardour by 
the allies, while the garrifon difplayed equal fpirit and perfeverance in the defence of the 
place. On the eighteenth of July the befiegers attacked the advanced works on the 
right of the counterfcarp ; the affault was defperate and bloody ; the French maintain- 
ing their ground for two hours with undaunted courage; but, preffed by fuperior num- 
• bers, they were at length compelled to retire into the town, though not before they had 
killed or wounded twelve hundred of the aflailants. On the tvventy-feventh, the allies 
effected a lodgment in the counterfcarp, after a defperate conflict, in which the flaugh- 
ter on both fides was great. All the outworks having been carried, and a practicable 
breach effected, the governor furrendered the town, on the fourth of Auguft, when the 
garrifon retired into the citadel. 

The fame courage and perfeverance that had been difplayed in the defence of the 
town, was exerted, by Boufflers, in repelling the attacks on the citadel. In one of thefe 
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two thoufand of the allies, among whom were many officers of great rank and reputa- 
tion, were put to the fword. But thefe exertions only tended to prolong the fate they 
were infufficicnt to avert, for, after exhaufting every effort of military ai t, and perlbnal 
intrepidity, Boufflers — finding no profpect of relief — was, on the nrll of September, 
compelled to capitulate; and, on the fifth, the French garrifon, reduced from fixteen 
thoufand to five thoufand five hundred, evacuated the citadel of Namur. 

Nothing farther occurred in the Netherlands during the campaign. In Germany, the 
French, under marefchal Lorges, paffed the Rhine at Philipfburgh, at the beginning of 
June, and polling himfelf at Bruckfal, fent out parties to ravage the country. On the 
eleventh of that month, the prince of Baden joined the German army at Steppach, and, 
on the eighth of July, was reinforced by the troops of the other German confederates, 
in the vicinity of Wifelock. On the nineteenth, the French retired, in the night, to- 
wards Manheim, where they repafled the river without any interruption from the Impe- 
rial general, and lay inactive during the remainder of the campaign. In Italy, the re- 
duction of Cafal, by the allies, was the only event of importance that occurred. An un- 
fuccefsful attempt was made on Dunkirk, and afterwards on Calais, by the Englilh, who 
were obliged to retire, with lofs. 

A. D. 1696.] Though the preparations made by the king feemed to promife a campaign 
more decifive than the laft, his different armies either remained inactive, or proved unfuc- 
cefsful. In Flanders, marefchal Boufflers was reftrained, by pofitive orders, from rifking 
an action, and all his motions were only calculated to thwart the defigns of the enemy. 
Early in the month of March, the allies fent a flrong body of horfe to amufe the French, 
on the fide of Charleroi, while they affemMed forty fquadrons, thirty battalions, with 
fifteen pieces of cannon and fix mortars, in the territory of Namur. The earl of Ath- 
lone, with part of this detachment, inverted Dinant, while Coehorn, with the remain- 
der, advanced to Givet, where Lewis had eftabliflied extenfive magazines. The town 
was battered and bombarded, during three hours, when it was fet on fire, and, with the 
magazines, reduced to allies. 

Lewis, no longer dazzled by the fplendor of his conquefts, defpairing to gratify his 
ambition by a farther profecution of the war, importuned by the clamours of his dif- 
treffed fubje&s, and unable to procure fupplies adequate to his expences, began to be an- 
xious for peace, and to have recourfe to the arts of private negotiation. While D'Avaux 
preffed the king of Sweden to offer his mediation, the king fent Callieres to Holland 
with propofals for fettling the preliminaries of a treaty. He imagined, that as the Dutch 
chiefly relied for their fubfiftence on their trade and commerce, which had fuffered great- 
ly during the war, they could not be averfe from a pacification ; and he inftructed his 
emiffaries to tamper with the malecontents of the republic, efpecially with the remains 
of the Louveftein faction, which had always oppofed the fchemes of the ltadtholder. 

3 I a Calheres 
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Callieres experienced a favourable reception from the ftates, who began to treat with, 
him about the preliminaries, though not without the confent and concurrence of Wil- 
liam and his allies. 

Lewis, with a view to quicken the effect of this ncgociation, purfued offenfive mea. 
fares in Catalonia, where the duke of Vendome attacked the Spaniards in their camp atr 
Oitalric, and gained fome advantage, though unable to complete his object, by forcing 
their entrenchments. In June, marefchal de Lorges entered Germany, and encamped 
within a league of Eppingen, where the Imperial troops were obliged to entrench them- 
felves, under the command of the prince of Baden, not having yet been joined by the 
auxiliary forces. The French general preferved his ftation about a month, and then re- 
pairing the Rhine, detached a part of his army into Flanders, and cantoned the reft of 
his troops at Spires, Frankendal, Worms, and Oftofen. At the end of Auguft the prince 
of Baden alfo paffed the river, and being joined by general Thungen, together with the 
militia of Suabia and Franconia, advanced towards the French, who had again affera- 
bled, on the news of his approach, and taken fo advantageous a port, that the prince* 
would not hazard an attack. Having, therefore, cannonaded their camp for fome days, 
fcoured the adjacent country by his detached parties, and reduced the caftle of Wiezin- 
gen, he repaffed the Rhine at Worms, on the feventh of October. The French, too, 
once more croffed the river at Philipfburgh, in the hope of furprizing general Thungen, 
who occupied a port in the neighbourhood of Strafburgh ; but he retired to Eppingen 
before their arrival, and both armies were foon after diftributed in winter quarters. 

In Piedmont, the count of Teffe and marefchal Cat in at had exerted the arts of nego- 
tiation with effect. The duke of Savoy, who had for fome time lent a favourahle ear 
to their fuggeftions, at length embraced the offers of Lewis, and privately figned a fepa* 
rate treaty of peace at Lorctto, whither he repaired under pretence of performing a pil- 
grimage. The king engaged to pay him four million of livres, by way of reparation for 
the damage he had fultained from the war; to affift him with a certain number of aux- 
. iliaries againft all his enemies ; and to effect a marriage between the duke of Burgundy 
and the princefs of Piedmont, as foon as the parties fhould be marriageable The treaty 
was guaranteed by the pope and the Venetians, who were extremely defirous of pro- 
moting the expulfion of the Germans from Italv. The king of England, being ap- 
prized of this negotiation, communicated the intelligence to his amhaifador at Turin, 
who expoftulated with the duke upon his defection; but he perfifted in denying the ex- 
iftence of any fuch correspondence, until the approach of the French array enabled him 
to avow it, without fearing the refentment of the allies whom he had abandoned. Cati- 
nat marched into the plains of Turin, with fifty thoufand men, nit army greatly fu- 
perior to that of the confederates. The duke then imparted to the minilters of the al- 
lies the propofals he had received from France ; reprcfenting, at the fame time, the fupe- 
rior flrength of her army, the danger to which he was expoled, and, laftly, his inclina- 
tion 
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tion to embrace her offers. On the twelfth of July a truce was concluded for a month, 
and afterwards prolonged to the fifteenth of September. During this interval the duke 
Wrote to all the confederated powers, expatiating on the fame topics, and foliciting their 
confent. Though each in particular refufed to concur, he neverthelefs figned, on 
the twenty-third of Auguft, that treaty in public, which he had before concluded 
in private. 

By this treaty it was flipulated, that, within a limited time, the allies fhould evacuate 
the duke's dominions, and, in cafe they refufed fo to do, that they mould be expelled by 
the joint- forces of France and Savoy. A neutrality was offered to the confederates ; and 
this being rejected, the contracting powers refolved to attack the Milanefe. According- 
ly, on the expiration of the truce, the duke, as general iffi mo of the king of France, en- 
tered that duchy, and undertook the fiege of Valentin. The garrifon, confifting of 
feven thoufand men, Germans, Spaniards, and French Proteftants, made an obftinate de- 
fence ; and before the duke could reduce the place, a courier arrived from Madrid, with 
an account that his Catholic majefty had agreed to the neutrality for Italy. By this 
agreement, it was flipulated, that a fufpenfion of arms fhould take place, until a gene raj 
peace could be effected ; and that the Imperial and French troops fhould return to their 
rcfpective countries. 

During thefe tranfaclions the Englifh fleet, commanded by lord Berkeley, infulted 
the coafts of France. The Englifh pillaged and burned the villages on the ifland of 
Grouais, Houat, and Heydic; took about twenty veffels ; bombarded the town of Saint 
Martin, in the ifle of Rhe', and Olonne, which was fet on fire by the bombs in fifteen 
different places. By thefe depredations the enemy kept the whole coaft in perpetual' 
alarm; and the miniftry were infuch dread of an invafion, that they ordered upwards of an 
hundred batteries to be erected between Brcft and Goulet ; and more than fixty thoufanci 
men were continually in arms for the defence of the maritime places. But thefe incon- 
veniences were counterbalanced by the fuccefs of a French fquadron, under M. Pontis r 
who, failing to the coaft of New Spain, took the city of Carthagena, where he found a 
booty amounting to eight millions of crowns, which he conducted, in fafety, to the port 
of Breft. John Barth and Du Guai Trouin, were alfo fuccefsful in their cruifes againft 
the Spaniard's and Dutch, many of whofe merchantmen they took, 

A. D. 1697.} The operations of war had not interrupted the negociations for peace., 
the preliminaries of which were, by this time, fettled between Callieres, the French mi- 
nifter, and Dykueldt, in behalf of the ftates-general, who refolved, in confequence off 
the conceffions made by France, that, in concert with their aUies, the mediation of Swe- 
den might be accepted. The emperor and the court of Spain, however, were not fatis— 
fied with thofe conceffions ; yet his Imperial majefly declared he would embrace the 
proffered mediation, provided the treaty of Weftphalia fhould be re-eftabliiheii ; and 
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the king of Sweden would engage to join his troops with thofe of the allies, in cafe 
France fliould violate this ftipulation. The condition, however, was withdrawn, at the 
inftigation of England and Holland, and the mediation accepted by the emperor without 
referve. On the fourteenth of February, all the minifters of the allies, except the am- 
baffador of Spain, fjgnified their aflent in form to Lillienroot, the Swedifh plenipo- 
tentiary. 

Spain demanded, as a preliminary, that France fhould agree to reftore a great number 
of places fpecified in a lift prelented by the Spanifh minifter to the afTembly. The em- 
peror propofed that the congrefs fliould be holden at Aix-la-Chapelle, Frankfort, or 
fome other town in Germany. The other allies were more inclined to have the nego- 
tiation carried on in Holland. At length, Lewis fuggefted that no place would he more 
proper than a palace belonging to the king of England, called Newbourg-houfc, fituatcd 
between the Hague and Delft, clofe by the village of Ryfwick ; and to this proportion 
the minifters agreed. The plenipotentiaries of France were Callieres, Harlai, and 
Courtin ?0 ; thofe of England were the earl of Pembroke, lord Villiers, and Sir Jofeph 
Williamfon. 

On the tenth of February, Callieres agreed to the following preliminaries, in the 
name of his mafter : — That the treaties of Weftphalia and Nimeguen fliould form the 
bafis of the negociation : that Strafburgh fliould be reftored to the empire, and Luxem- 
bourg to the Spaniards, together with Moiis, Charleroi, and all places taken by the 
French in Catalonia, fince the treaty of Nimeguen. that Dinant fliould be ceded to 
the bifliop of Liege, and all rc-annexations fince the treaty of Nimeguen he declared 
void: that Lewis fliould make reftitution of Lorraine; and, upon conclufion of the 
peace, acknowledge the prince of Orange, as king of Great-Britain, without condition or 
referve. The conferences were interrupted by the death of Charles the Eleventh, king 
of Sweden, who was fucceeded by his fon Charles, then a minor j but the (jueen-dowa- 
ger and the council of regency, refolved to purfue the mediation, and fent a new com. 
miffion to Lillienroot for that purpofe. The ceremonials being regulated with the con. 
fentfof all parties, the Imperial plenipotentiaries delivered the demands of their mafter 
to the mediator, on the twenty-fecond of May, and feveral German minifters, at the 
fame time, gave in the claims of the refpecTive princes whom they rcprefented. 

Meanwhile, Lewis, in the hope of procuring more favourable terms, refolved to make 
a laft effort againft the Spaniards, in Catalonia, and in the Netherlands, and to elevate 
the prince of Conti to the throne of Poland (become vacant by the death of John So- 
bielkij, which would have greatly contributed to the extenfionof the French intereft in 

** Contin. de Mezerai, torn. ii. p.4J9. 
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Europe The peace concluded in Italy had enabled the king to fend a more numerous 
army, than ufual, into Flanders ; and the troops employed on this fcrvice were divided 
into three feparate corps, commanded by marcfchals Catinat, BoufRers, and Villeioi. 
Tiie firfr. at the head of forty thoufand men, opened the campaign by the fiege of Ath, 
•which furrendered, thirteen days after the trenches were opened. But though the allies 
could not interrupt the operations of the French during the fiege, as the inferiority of 
their numbers would not fufFer them to rills, an engagement, they ncverthelefs took 
poffeffion of fuch an advantageous poll as effectually prevented Boufflers and Villeroi 
from laying fiege to Bruxellcs, as they had intended, or, indeed, from making any far- 
ther progrefs during the campaign. 

In Catalonia the duke of Vendome laid fiege to Barcelona, which was defended by a- 
Ganifon of ten thoufand regulars, and five thoufand citizens, under the command of 
the prince of HelTe d'Armftadt, who threw himfelf into the place as foon as it was in- 
verted. The French general having received reinforcements from Provence and Langue- 
doc, carried on his approaches with equal impetuofity and perfeverance. He was repulfedin 
feveral attacks, by the valour of the garrifon ; but he at length furprized and routed the 
viceroy of Catalonia ; and, flulhed with this victory, ftormed the outworks, which his can- 
non had long battered in vain. The conflict was obftinate, and attended with great (laugh- 
ter ; but the French, by dint of numbers, for the courage difplayed was equal on both fides, 
made themfelves matters of the covered way and two baftions. The duke of Vendome cauf- 
ed batteries to be erected there of cannon and mortars that played inceffantly on the town, 
which the prince of Heffe, however, refolved to defend to the laft extremity. But the 
court of Madrid, unwilling to fee the place entirely ruined, as, in all probability, it would 
be reftored at the peace, di (patched an order to the prince to capitulate ; and he obtained 
honourable terms, after a glorious defence of nine weeks ; in confideration of which 
he was appointed viceroy of the province. France was no fooner in poffeffion of this 
important place, than the Spaniards evinced as much eagernefs for a peace as they had be- 
fore betrayed averfion from it. 

The fuccefs of the French in Catalonia was balanced by their difappointment in Po- 
land. Lewis, encouraged by the remonftrances of the abbe de Polignac, who managed 
the affairs of France in that kingdom, refolved to fupport the prince of Conti as a candi- 
date for the crown, and remitted large fums of money, which were diftributed among the 
Polilh nobility. The emperor had, at firff, declared for the fon of the late king; but 
finding theFrench party too ftrongto be refilled by fuch a competitor, he entered into a 
ncgociation with the elector of Saxony, who agreed to change his religion, to diflribute 
eight million of florins among the Poles, to confirm their privileges, and advance with 
his troops to the frontiers of that kingdom. He then declared himfelf a candidate, and his 
eaufe was publickly efpoufed by the Imperialifts. 
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The duke of LoTraine, the prince of Baden, and Livio Odefchalchi, nephew to pope 
Innocent, were alio competitors for the vacant throne ; but finding their intereft ineffici- 
ent to fecure fuccefs, they united their influence with that of the elector, who was in con- 
fequence proclaimed king of Poland. He forthwith -took the oaths required, procured 
an atteftation from the Imperial court of his having changed his religion, and marched 
with his army to Cracow, where the ceremony of his coronation was performed with the 
ufual folemnity. Lewis perfifted in maintaining the pretenfions of the prince of Conti, 
and equipped a fleet at Dunkirk, to attend him to Dantz.ick in his way to Poland. But 
the magiitrates of that city, who had declared for the new king, would not fuffer his men 
to land, though they offered to admit him with a fmall retinue ; he, therefore, went on fhore 
at Marienburg, where lie was met by forne chiefs of his own party ; but the new king, Au- 
guftus, exerted fuch vigilance as rendered it impoffible for the prince to raife an army; be- 
fides, he had reafons for fufpecting the fidelity of his own Polifh partizans: he, therefore, re- 
fufed to part with the treafures he had brought, and, in the beginning of winter, return- 
ed to Dunkirk. 

The negociationsat Ryswick, meanwhile, proceeded very (lowly. The Imperial mi- 
niffers demanded, that France lhould reftore all the towns and territories fhe had wreft- 
ed from the empire, fince the peace of Munffer, whether by force of arms, or pretence of 
right. The Spaniards claimed all they could demand by virtue of the peace of Nime- 
guen and the treaty of the Pyrenees. The French affirmed that if the preliminaries ofleied by 
Callieres were accepted, thtfe propofitions could not be t. ken into confidtrution; the Im- 
perialifts however perfifted in demanding a circumftantial anfwer, article by article; the 
Spaniards too, infifted upon the fame mode of proceeding, with refped to their claims, and 
called in the mediatorand Dutch miniflers tofupport their pretenfions. The French ple- 
nipotentiaries declared, they would not admit any demand or propofition, contrary to the 
fpiritof the preliminary articles ; but were willing to deliver in a project of peace in order 
to fliorten the ncgociation; and to this expedient the Spanifh ambaffadois confented. 

During thefe tranfaclions, Marefchal Boufflers held a conference with the earl of Port- 
land near Hall<?, in fight of the two armies, which was continued in five fucceffive meet* 
ings. On the fecond of Auguft they retired together to a houfe in the fuburbs of Halle, 
and figneda paper, containing the principal articles of the peace between France and Eng- 
land". The fubjecl of this field -ncgociation is faid to hare turned upon theinterefts of king 
James, which the French monarch promifed to abandon ; and others fuppofe, that the firft 
bafisof the partition-treaty waslaid at this conference. But it is h ; ghly probable, that the 
object of ti e Englifli monarch was to terminate an expenfive and unfuccefsful war, which 
had rendered him very unpopular in his own dominions, and to obtain from the court of 

9 l Contin, de Mezerai, torn ii. p. 433. 
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France an acknowledgement of his title, which, fince the death of his queen, had become 
a fubject of difpute. He was aware of the emperor's difinclination to a peace, and forefaw in- 
numerable difficulties in the difcuffion of fuch complicated interefts, in the common mode 
of proceeding: he therefore had recourfe to fuch a meafure as he thought would roufe 
the jealoufy of the allies, and accelerate the negotiation at Ryfwick. Before the con- 
grefs was opened, king James had publifhed two manifeftos, addreffed to the princes of 
the confederacy, reprefenting his wrongs, and craving redrefs ; but his remonftrances being 
totally difregarded, he afterwards iffueda third declaration, folemnly protefting againftall 
that might or fhould be negociated, regulated, or ftipulated with the ufurper of his 
realms, as being void of all lawful authority. 

On the twentieth of July, the French plenipotentiaries produced their project of a ge- 
neral peace, declaring, at the fame time, that fhould it not be accepted before the laft day of 
Auguft, France would not hold herfelf bound to obferve the conditions which fhe now 
offered: Kaunitz, the Imperial plenipotentiary, protefted he would pay no regard to this li- 
mitation. On the thirtieth of Auguft, however, he delivered to the mediator an ultima- 
tum, importing, that he adhered to the treaties of Weflphalia and Nimeguen, and ac- 
cepted of Strafburgh, with its dependencies; that he infifted upon the reftitution of 
Lorraine to the prince of that name ; and demanded, that the church and chapter of 
Liege fhould be re-eftablifhed in the poffeffion of their inconteftible rights. 

Next day, the French plenipotentiaries declared, that the month of Auguft being now 
expired, all their offers became null : that, therefore, the king of France would referve 
Strafburgh, and unite it, together with its dependencies, to his crown for ever: that, in 
all other refpects, he would adhere to the project, and reftore Barcelona to the croWn of 
Spain ; but that thefe terms muft be accepted in twenty days, otherwife he fhould think 
himfelf at liberty to recede. The minifters of the electors and princes of the empire 
joined in a written remonftrance to the Spanifh plenipotentiaries, reprefenting the in- 
conveniencies and dangers that would accrue to the Germanic body, from the circum- 
ftance of France being in polfeffion of Luxembourg, and exhorting them, in the ftrongeft 
terms, to reject all offers of an equivalent for that province. They likewife prefented 
another to the ftates-general, requiring them to continue the war, according to their 
engagements, until France fhould have complied with the preliminaries. No regard, 
however, was paid to either of thefe addreffes. The Imperial ambaffadors then de- 
manded the good offices of the mediator on certain articles ; but all that he could 
obtain of France was, that the term for adjuftingthe peace between her and the emperor 
lhould be prolonged till the firft day of November, and, in the mean time, an armiftice 
be punctually obferved. Yet even thefe conceffions were made on condition that the 
treaty with England, Spain, and Holland, fhould be figned on that day, even though the 
emperor and empire fhould not concur. 
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Accordingly, on the twentieth of Septemher, the articles were fubfcribed by the 
French, Englifh, Spanifh, and Dutch ambaffadors ; while the Imperial minifters proteft- 
ed againft the tranfaclion, obferving, that this was the fecond time that a feparate peace 
had been concluded with France; and that the ftates of the empire, who had been im- 
pofed upon through their own credulity, would not, for the future, be fo eafily perfuaded 
to engage in confederacies. In certain preparatory articles, fettled between France and 
England, William promifed to pay a yearly penfion to queen Mary D'Efte, of fifty 
thoufand pounds, or fuch fum as fhould be granted for that purpofe by a£l of par- 
liament. 

The treaty itfelf confifted of feventeen articles. Lewi3 engaged that he would not 
difturb nor difquiet the king of Great Britain in the poffeffion of his realms or govern- 
ment; nor aflift his enemies ; nor favour confpiracies againft his perfon. This obliga- 
tion was reciprocal. A free commerce was reftored. Commiffaries were appointed to 
meet at London, and fettle the pretentions of each crown to Hudfon's-Bay, taken by the 
French during the late peace, and re-taken by the Englifh in the courfe of the war, and 
to regulate the limits of places to be reftored, as well as the exchanges to be made. It 
was likewife ftipulated, that, in cafe of a rupture, fix months fhould be allowed to the 
fubjefls of each power for removing their effects; that the feparate article of the treaty 
of Nimeguen, relating to the principality of Orange, fhould be entirely executed ; and, 
that the ratifications fhould be exchanged in three weeks from the day of figning. 

The treaty between France and Holland imported a general armiftice, a perpetual ami- 
ty, a mutual reftitution, a reciprocal renunciation of all pretenfions upon each other, a 
confirmation of the peace of Savoy, a re-eftablifhment of the treaty concluded between 
France and Brandenburgh, in 1679, a comprehenfion of Sweden, and all thofe powers 
that fhould be named before the ratification, or within fix months after the conclufior* 
of the treaty. The Dutch minifters alfo concluded a treaty of commerce with France, 

which was immediately put in execution. 
• 

Spain had great reafontobefatisfied with the pacification, by which fhe received Gironne, 
Rofes, Barcelona, Luxembourg, Charleroi, Mons, Courtrai, and all the towns, fortreffes, 
and territories taken by the French, in the provinces of Luxembourg, Namur, Brabant, 
Flanders, and Hainault, except eighty-two towns and villages claimed by the French ; the 
difpute with regard to which was left to the decifion of commiflioners ; or, in cafe they 
fhould not agree, to the determination of the ftates-general. A remonftrance in favour of the 
French Proteftant refugees, in England, Holland, and Germany, was delivered, by the earl 
of Pembroke, to the mediator, in the name of the Proteftant allies, on the day that pre- 
ceded that on which the treaty was concluded ; but the French plenipotentiaries declared, 
in the name of their matter, that as he did not pretend to prefcribe rules to king William 
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about his Englifh fubje&s, lie expected the fame liberty with refpect to his own. No 
other effort was made in behalf of thefe unhappy and pcrfecuted exiles; the treaties 
were ratified, and the peace proclaimed in Paris and London 9 *. 

The emperor ftill held out, and a great victory which he obtained, about this time, 
over the Turks at Zenta, probably induced him to perfift in his refufal ; but finding the 
event of the battle had no effect in retardingthe conclufion of the treaty, bethought pro- 
per to avail himfelf of the armiftice, and continue the negotiation after the other treaties 
had been figned. This was likewife the cafe with the princes of the empire, though 
thofe of the Proteftant perfuafion complained, that their intereft was neglected. In one 
of the articles of the treaty, it was ftipulated, that, in the places to be reftored to France, 
the Catholic religion having been re-eftablifTied fliould be fuffered to continue. The 
ambaffadors of the Proteftant princes joined in a remonftrance, demanding, that the Lu- 
theran religion fhould be reftored in thofe places where it had formerly prevailed ; but 
this demand was rejected, as being equally difagreeable to France and the emperor. They 
then refufed to figu the treaty, which was now concluded between Lewis, the emperor, 
and the Catholic princes of Germany. 

By this pacification Treves, the Palatinate, and Lorraine, were reftored to their refpec- 
tive owners. The counties of Spanheim and Veldentz, together with the duchy of 
Deux-Ponts, were ceded to the king of Sweden ; Francis Lewis was confirmed in the 
electorate of Cologne ; and the cardinal of Furftenburg reftored to all his rights and 
benefices. The claims of the duchefs of Orleans, upon the palatinate, were referred to 
the arbitration of Lewis and the emperor ; and, in the mean time, the ele&or palatine 
agreed to allow her highnefs an annuity of one hundred thoufand florins. The minifters 
of the Proteftant princes publiflied a formal declaration againft the claufe relating to re- 
ligion ; and afterwards folemnly protefted againft the manner in which the negotiation 
had been conducted. 

By his treaty with the emperor, Lewis confented to reftore Fribourg, Brifac, Kehl, 
and Philipfburgh ; and fubmitted to dcmolifti the fortreflcs of Strafburgh, Fort Louis, 
Trarbac, and Mont-Royal, works on which Vauban had exhaufted his art, and the. 
king his treafures. The nation, in general, were fo difcontented with the terms of a 
peace, which had long been the object of their wifhes, and which was alone competent to 
refcue the kingdom from impending ruin, that the minifters who figned it durft not 
appear in public, for fome .time after, through fear of being expofed to the reproaches 
and ridicule of the people. 

fl* Contin, de Mezerai, torn. ii< p.439.— Siecle tie Louis XIV. torn. ii. p. 104. 
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A. D. 1698, 1699.] To the horrors of war fucceeded the amufements of peace the 
months that followed the treaty of Ryfwiek were diftinguifhed by two marriages, the 
celebration of which afforded an opportunity to the court for thedifplay of that pomp 
and magnificence for which Lewis the Fourteenth was renowned throughout Europe. 
In December, 1697, the marriage of the duke of Burgundy with the princefs of Savoy, 
as ftipulated by treaty, was folemnized at Verfailles; and, in October following, the 
nuptials of Elizabeth Charlotte of Orleans, daughter to Monfieur, with Leopold 
Charles, duke of Lorraine, one of the beft princes that ever adorned a throne, were cele- 
brated with a degree of fplendor that was well fuited to the merit of the bridegroom. 

Lewis, no longer impelled by the fervour of youth, had, at length, facrificed all the 
charms of variety, all meretricious enjoyments, to the chaftened gratifications of wedded 
love. The widow Scarron, better known by the appellation of madame de Maintenon, 
a child of diftrefs, though fprung from an ancient family (of the name of D'Aubigne), 
had, when brought to court by madame Montefpan, one of the king's miftreffes, to affiffc 
in the education of her natural children, begun, at the age of forty, to attract the notice 
of Lewis. Though ftill handfome, it was to herlenfe and other mental accompli fliments 
that this extraordinary woman was chiefly, if not wholly, indebted for the conqueft of a 
monarch, ever volatile and inconftant, till fixed by her. In her converfation, in which 
rallies of wit and precepts of virtue were judicioufly blended, he difcovered charms be- 
fore unknown to him ; during an intercourfe of feveral years, and, for the laft four, of 
the moft intimate nature, fhe completely won his affections; the more fhe was known, 
the more fhe was valued ; and, at length, partly from efteem, and partly from religious 
fcruples, Lewis, by the advice of his confeffbr, the Jefuit La Chaife, lawfully married 
her, in the month of January, 1686, when fhe was in her fifty-fecond year, and he in 
h.' forty-eighth. No contract was figned, no fettlement made ; the nuptial benediction 
was beftowed by Harlai de Chamvalon, archbifhop of Paris; La Chaife was prefent at 
the ceremony; and Montchcvreuil and Bontemps, firft valet de chambre to the king, at- 
tended as witneflcs. Madame de Maintenon — for (he never aflumed any other title 

proved herfelf worthy of her elevated ftation, by her difintereftednefs, virtue, and mo- 
deration. She exerted her credit with extreme circumfpection, never interfered in politi- 
cal intrigues, and betrayed a greater anxiety to render the king happy, than to govern the 
ftate. Her aggrandizement by no means tended to encreafe her felicity ; fhe led a. life 
fo retired as to exclude her from all focial intercourfe with her friends; audits invariable 
uniformity not only produced laffitude, but excited difguft. It is to be lamented that her 
fear of rendering Lewis uneafy by contradiction, prevented her from doing all the gpod 
fhe might have done, and all fhe wijhed to do. 

Unhappily the bleflings of peace were deftined to be of fhort continuance ; and the 
people had fcarcely time to enjoy the fweets of repofe, before the ambition of their fove- 
teign once more involved them in all the miferies of war. The health- of Charles the 
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Second, king of Spain, which had long been in a precarious ftate, now exhibited infal- 
lible fymptoms of a fpeedy diflblution; and, as that monarch had'no children, the fuc- 
ceflion to his vaft dominions became an objedt of ferious confideration to all the Euro- 
pean powers. The king of France and the emperor preferred claims to this important 
fucceffion, and the plea of confanguinity was urged by either prince in fupport of his 
pretentions ; priority of birth, indeed, feemed to fecure a preference to the title of the 
houfe of Bourbon, for Lewis the Thirteenth and his fucceffor had married two 
daughters of Spain, whofe younger lifters had been efpoufed by the emperor Ferdinand 
and his fon Leopold; but the folemn renunciation of all rights accruing from fuch al- 
liance, operated as an invincible impediment, at the bar of reafon and juftice, to the pro- 
fecution of Lewis's claim. Obftacles, apparently infurmountable, are, however, eafily 
removed, at the coll of interelt or ambition- 
It muft be confelfed, that a feparation of the territories of Spain from thofe of the 
empire was an objedt greatly to be detired, fince experience had demonftrated the extreme 
difficulty of maintaining the balance of power, foefTential to the tranquillity of Europe, 
fo long as thofe extenfive dominions were united under the fame government. But in a 
feparation of this importance, the interefts and inclinations of the people fhould have 
been rigidly confulted ; and every wanton and unnecelfary violation of the rights of the 
lawful heir as ftudioufly avoided. 

Lewis, aware of the difficulties that muft occur in the profecution of his plan, was 
content to fubinit to an apparent modification of his claims, in order to fecure the inte- 
reft and fupport of the king of England, and the ftates-general of the United. Provinces^ 
A negotiation fortius purpofe was begun by count Tallard and the Englifh ambalTadors^ 
and, in 1698, the firft treaty of partition was figned. By this it was ftipulated, that in, 
cafe the king of Spain fhould die without iffue, the kingdom of Naples and Sicily, with- 
the places depending on the Spanifh monarchy, and fituated on the coaft of Tufcany, or 
the adjacent iflands ; the marquifate of Final; the province of Guipufcoa ; all places 
on the French fide of the Pyrenees, or the other mountains of Navarre, Alva or Bif- 
cay, on the other fide of the province of Guipufcoa, with all the ihips, veflels, and 
fiores, fhould devolve upon the dauphin, in confideration of his right to the crown of 
Spain, which, with all its other dependencies, fhould defcend to the electoral prince of 
Bavaria (who was grandfon to a daughter of Spain), under the guardianfhip of his- 
father: that the duchy of Milan fhould be fettled on the emperor's fecond fon, the 
archduke Charles : that this treaty fhould be communicated' by the emperor and the 
elector of Bavaria, by the king of England, and the ftates-general : that if either fhoultl 
refufe to agree to this partition, his proportion fhould remain in a ftate of fequeftration,. 
until the difpute could be accommodated: that in cafe the electoral prince of Bavaria 
fhould die before his father, then the elector and his other heirs fhould fucceed him irt 
thofe dominions ; and, fhould the archduke rejeft the duchy of Milan, it was agreed,. 

That 



44-6 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [^99* 

that it fhould be fequeftered in the hands of the prince of Vaudemont, by whom it 
fhould be governed. This treaty of partition reflects equal difgrace on the kings of 
France and England, who affumed a right of difpofal over independent territories to 
which they had no claim, without confulting the natives, and in violation of every law, 
human or divine. 

While Lewis amufed William with this negotiation, his ambaffador at Madrid, the 
marquis d'Harcourt, was buiily occupied in the profecution of a very different plan. 
The queen of Spain, fufpedYmg the defigns of France, exerted all her intereft in behalf 
of the king of the Romans, to whom fhe was nearly related. She new-modelled the 
council, bellowed the government of Milan on prince Vaudemont, and eftablifhed the 
prince of Heffe-D'Armftadt as viceroy of Catalonia. But all her efforts proved inade- 
quate to" prevent the French minifter from acquiring fome influence in the Spanifh 
councils. He was infirudted to procure the fucceffion of the crown for one of the dau- 
phin's fons, or, at leaft, to hinder it from devolving upon the children of the emperor. 
With a view to give weight to his negociations, Lewis ordered an army of fixty thou- 
fand men to advance towards the frontiers of Catalonia and Navarre, while a confi- 
derable number of fleets and gallies cruifed along the coaft, and entered the harbours, 
of Spain. 

Harcourt, thus feconded, loft no time in forming his party ; he reprefented that Philip 
the Fourth — who had, by will, fettled h is crown on the emperor's children— had no right 
to make fuch a difpofal, which alike militated againft the laws of nature, and the confti- 
tution of the realm : that, by the order of fucceffion, the crown ought to defcend to the 
children of his eldeft daughter, in preference to more diftant relations : that, if the Spa- 
niards would declare in favour of the dauphin's fecond fon, the duke of Anjou, they 
might train him up in the manners and cuftoms of their country. When he found 
them averfe from a compliance with this propofal, he ElTured them his mafter would ap- 
prove of the electoral prince of Bavaria, rather than confent to any farther aggrandize- 
ment of the Imperial family. He even intimated, that if they would chufe a fovereign 
among themfelves, they might depend upon the protection of his moftChriftian majefty, 
whofe only object was to prevent the houfe of Anuria from acquiring that extent of 
power which would render it dangerous to the liberties of Europe, 

The queen of Spain, having detected the intrigues of Harcourt, conveyed the king 
to Toledo, under pretence that the air of Madrid was prejudicial to his health. The 
ambaflador was alarmed at this fudden departure, which he imagined was intended to fa- 
cilitate the accompli Ihment of the queen's intentions to extort from her hufband a con- 
firmation of his father's will ; and his apprchenflons were encreafed by the arrival of the 
Imperial minifter at Toledo. To defeat this fchemc, he repaired to that city bimfelf 

and 
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and demanded a private audience of Charles; but he was told that all public affairs 
muft he tianfacled with the cardinal Corcluba at Madrid, and that the king's health 
would not permit him to attend to bufinefs. Harcourt, not yet difcouraged, redoubled 
his efforts at the capital, and found means to engage cardinal Portocarrero in the interefta 
of his mafter. 

During thefe tranfa&ions the voung prince of Bavaria died, fo that Lewis and Wil- 
liam found it neceffary to concert another treaty of partition, for which purpofe a pri- 
vate negociation was opened between them. The court of Spain, apprized of their in- 
tention, fent a written remonfhance to Stanhope, the Englifh minifter at Madrid, ex- 
preffive of their refentment at this unprecedented method of proceeding, and defiring 
that a ftop might be put to thofe intrigues, as the king of Spain would, of himfelf, 
adopt the neceffary meafures for prelerving the public tranquillity, in the event of his 
death without heirs of his body. A fimilar reprefentltion was made to the French and 
Dutch minifters ; but thefe remonftrances, being difrogarded, were not fuffered to inter- 
rupt the negociation, in which the eagernefs of Lewis led that monarch to complain of 
the tardinefs of William, who was, in fa£t, no lefs eager than himfelf. 

A. D. 1700.] The fecond treaty of partition was figned in London, on the twenty-firft 
of February, 1700, by Tallard, the French ambaffador, and the earls of Portland and 
Jerfey ; and on the twenty-fifth of the following month, it was fubferibed at the Hague, 
by Briord, the French envoy, and the plenipotentiaries of the ftates-general. By this 
convention the treaty of Ryfwick was confirmed. The contracting parties agreed, that, 
in the event of his Catholic majefly's death without iffue, the dauphin fhould poffefs, 
for himfelf and his heirs, the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily ; the iflandsof San-Stefano, 
Porto Ercole, Orbitello, Telamone, Porto Longone, Piombino ; the city and marquifate of 
Final ; the province of Guipufcoa ; and the duchies of Lorraine and Bar; in exchange 
for which the duke of Lorraine fhould enjoy the duchy of Milan, while the fovereignty 
of the county of Biche fhould remain to the prince of Vaudemont : that the archduke 
Charles fhould inherit the kingdom of Spain, with all its dependencies, in Europe and 
elfewhere ; but that, in cafe he fhould die without iffue, it fhould devolve to fome other 
child of the emperor, excepting him who fhould fucceed as emperor, or king of the Ro- 
mans: that this monarchy fhould never defcend to a king or dauphin of France; and 
that three months fhould be allowed to the emperor, to con fide r whether or not he 
would accede to this treaty 93 . Whether Lewis was really fincere in his profeffions, at 
this period, or only propofed the treaty with a view to make it anfwer his purpofe with 
the court of Spain, it is difficult to determine ; at firft, however, it was concealed from 

93 Contin. de Mezerai, torn. U. p. 448. 
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the notice of the public, as if the parties had refolvcd to take no Aep, in confequence of 

it, during the life of his Catholic majefty. 

But asfoon as this treaty was communicated by the minifters of the contracting par- 
ties to the other powers of Europe, it generally met with a very unfavourable conftruc- 
tion. Saxony and the northern crowns, indeed, were embroiled with their own quar- 
icls, and could not pay much attention to fuch a remote tranfadtion. The princes of 
the empire appeared cautious and dilatory in their anfwers, unwilling to be concerned in 
any plan that might excite the refentment of the houfe of Auftria. The elector of 
Brandenburgh, in particular, was intent on obtaining the regal dignity, which the favour 
and authority of the emperor could alone confer on him. The Italian ftates were averfe 
from the partition-treaty, from their apprehenfions of feeing France in poffeffion of 
Naples, and other diftridh of their country. The duke of Savoy affected a myfterious 
neutrality, in the hope of being able to barter his confent for fome confiderahle advan- 
tage. The Swifs cantons declined acting as guarantees. The emperor expreffed his af- 
tonifhment that any difpofal of the Spanifh monarchy mould be made, without the con- 
fent of the prefent pofTeffbr, and the ftates of the kingdom. He obferved that it was 
neither decent nor juft in the contracting powers to compel him, who was the lawful 
heir, to accept a part of his inheritance within three months, under penalty of forfeit- 
ing the whole ; and he declared, that he could take no final refolution, until he fhould 
know the fentiments of his Catholic majefty, on an affair in which their mutual inte- 
reft was fo deeply involved. Leopold was actually engaged in a negotiation with the 
king of Spain, who figned a will in favour of his fecond fon, Charles ; yet did he take 
no meafures for fupporting the difpofition, either by fending the archduke with an ade- 
quate force into Spain, or by detaching troops into Italy. 

The Spaniards were greatly and juftly exafperated at the infolence of the three 
foreign powers, who had undertaken to parcel out their dominions, without their parti- 
cipation or confent. Their pride was alarmed at the profpeft of the difmemberment of 
monarchy, and the grandees repined at the thought of lofing the many lucrative go- 
vernments which they were now fuffercd to enjoy. The king's life became, every day, 
more and more precarious, from frequent returns of his diforder ; the miniftry was 
weak and divided ; the nobility were factious, and the people difcontented. The hearts 
of the nation had been alienated from the houfe of Auftria, by the haughty demeanour 
and rapacious difpofition of the queen, Mariana. The French had gained over to their 
interefts the cardinal Portocarrero, the marquis de Monterey, and many other perfons 
of diftinction, who, perceiving the difpofition of the people, employed their emiffaries 
to raife a general cry that, France alone could maintain the fucceffion entire ; that the 
houfe of Auftria was feeble and exhaufted, and any prince of that line muff be indebted 
for fupport to deteftable heretics* 
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Portocarrcro tampered with the weaknefs of his fovereign, to whom he repeated and 
exaggerated all thefc fuggeftions, and advifed him to confult the pope, on the momen- 
tous point of regulating the fuccefllon. Innocent, who was attached to France, taking 
the advice of the facred college, determined, that the renunciation of Maria Therefa 
was invalid and null, as heing founded upon compulfion, and contrary to the funda- 
mental laws of the Spanifh monarchy. He, therefore, exhorted king Charles to contri- 
bute to the propagation of the faith, and the repofe of Chriftendom, by making a new 
will, in favour of a grandfon of Lewis " 4 . This admonition was feconded by the rc- 
monftrance of Portocarrero, and the weak prince complied with the propofal. 

In the mean time, Lewis feemed to act, with equal zeal and fincerity, as a principal ia 
the treaty of partition. His minifters at foreign courts co-operated with thofe of the 
maritime powers, in foliciting the acceffion of the different European ftates. When 
count Zinzendorf, the Imperial ambaffador at Paris, prefented a memorial, defiring to 
know what part France would a£l, fhould the king of Spain voluntarily place a grand- 
fon of Lewis upon the throne, the marquis de Torci gave a written anfwer, purporting 
that his moft Chriftian majefty would never liften to fuch a propofal; nay, when the 
emperor's minifter infinuated, that his mafter was prepared to open a feparate negocia- 
tion with the court of Verfailles, on the fubjctSt of the Spanifh fucceflion, Lewis de- 
clared that he could not polfibly treat without the concurrence of his allies. 

Such were the circumftances which preceded the death of the king of Spain, who ex- 
pired on the firft of November, 1700, in the fortieth year of his age. By his la ft will, 
Charles had declared the duke of Anjou, fecond fon of the dauphin, fole heir of the Spa- 
nifh monarchy. In cafe this prince fhould die without iffue, or inherit the crown of 
France, he willed that Spain fhould devolve to the duke of Berry ; in default of him 
and his children, to the archduke Charles and his heirs; failing of whom, to the duke 
of Savoy and his pofterity. He likevvife recommended a match between the duke of 
Anjou and one of the archducheffes. 

When this teftament was firft notified to the French court, Lewis feemed to hefitate 
between his inclination, and his engagements with the king of England and the ftates- 
general. An extraordinary council was even fummoned to deliberate on the matter; 
and Pontchartrain, the chancellor, and the duke of Beauvilliers, alarmed at the profpect 
of war, were decifively of opinion that the king ought to abide by the treaty of parti- 
tion ; but this advice was rejected by Lewis, who, after hearing the fentiments of his 
minifters, declared his acceptance of the will. He then took the duke of Anjou apart, 
and thus addreffed him, iu the prefence of the marquis des Rios — " Sir, the king of 
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" Spain has made you a king. The grandees demand you; the people wiflv for you ; 
" and I give my confent : only remember you are a prince of France. I recommend to 
" you to love your people, to gain their affection by the lenity of your government, and 
" render yourfelf worthy of the throne you are about to afcend." The new monarch 
was congratulated'on his elevation by all the princes of the blood; neverthelefs, the 
duke of Orleans and his fon protefted againft the will, becaufe the archduke was placed 
next in fucceflion to the duke of Berry, in bar of their right as defcendants of Anne of 
Auftria, whofe renunciation could not be more valid than that of Maria Therefa. On 
the fourth day of December, the new king fet out for Spain, to the frontiers of which 
kingdom he was accompanied by his two brothers. 

In order to appeafc the king of England, and the ftates-general, who were juftly en- 
raged at this flagrant violation of the treaty of partition, De Torci was employed to 
jultify the conduct of his mafter. He obferved to the Englifh ambaffador at Paris, that 
the treaty of partition was not likely to anfvver the purpofe for which it had been 
framed: that the emperor had refufed to accede to if. that it was relifhed by none of 
the princes to whom it had been communicated: that the people of England and Hol- 
land had expreffed their dilcontent at the idea of feeing France in poffemon of Naples 
and Sicily : that if Lewis had rejected the will, the archduke would have had a double 
title, derived from the former will, and that of the late king : that the Spaniards were 
fo averfe from the divifion of their monarchy, there would be a neceffity for conquering 
the whole kingdom before the treaty could be executed: that the fhips to be furniflied 
by Great-Britain and Holland would not be fufficient for the purpofes of fuch a war: 
and it was doubtful whether England and the ftates-general would'bc difpofed to incur a 
greater expence. He concluded with faying, that the treaty would have been more ad- 
vantageous to France than the will, which the king accepted purely from his defire of 
preferving the peace of Europe ; his mafter, therefore, hoped the good underftanding 
that fubfifted between him and the king of Great Britain would not be interrupted 95 . 
The fame reafons were communicated by Briord, the French ambaffador at the Hague, 

0 the ftates-general, who ordered their envoy at Paris to deliver a memorial to the 
French king, expreflive of their furprize at his acceptance of the will, and of their hope 
that, as the time fpecifkd for the emperor's acceflion to the treaty was not yet expired, 

his moft Chriftian majefty would again take the affair into his confideration, and adhere 
to, his engagements in every article. Lewis, in his anfwer to this memorial, which he 
difpatched to all the courts of Europe, declared, that the chief object of his confidera- 
tion was the principal defign of the contracting parties, viz. the maintenance of peace 
in Europe; and that, true to this principle, he only departed from the words, that he 
Hiight the better adhere to the fpirit of the treaty. 

Smollet, vol, vii. p. 279, 180. 
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This anfwer was accompanied by a letter from Lewis to the ftates, by which he gave 
them to underftand, that the peace of Europe was fo firmly eftablifhed by the will of 
the king of Spain, in favour of the duke of Anjou, that lie did not doubt their approba- 
tion of the duke's acceflion to the Spaniih throne. The ftates obferved, that they could 
not declare themfelves upon an affair of fuch confequence, without confulting their re- 
fpedlive provinces. Lewis admitted the excufe, and allured them of his readinefsto con- 
cur in whatever they fhould defire for the fecurity of the Spaniih Netherlands. The 
Spaniih ambaflador at the Hague alfo prefented them with a letter from his new fove- 
reign, Philip the Fifth, who likewife notified his acceflion to all the powers of Europe, 
except the king of England. The emperor loudly'exclaimed againll the will, as being 
more iniquitous than the treaty of partition ; and threatened to do himfelf juftice by 
force of arms. The Spaniards, apprehending that a league would be formed between his 
Imperial majefty and the maritime powers, for fetting afide the iucceflion of the duke of 
Anjou ; and confcious of their own inability to defend their dominions, refigned them- 
felves entirely to the protection of the French monarch. The towns in the Spaniih 
Netherlands and the duchy of Milan admitted French garrifons : a French fquadron an- 
chored in the port of Cadiz, and another was detached to the Spaniih fettlements in the 
Weft-Indies. Part of the Dutch army that was quartered in Luxembourg, Mons, and 
Namur, were made prifoners of war, becaufe they would not acknowledge the king of 
Spain, who had not yet been acknowledged by their mafters. This unexpected event 
threw the ftates into the utmoft confternation, which wasencreafed by the reflection that, 
being deftitute of troops, they might be attacked by the Spanifh garrifons, before they 
could adopt the neceflary means of defence. The danger was fo imminent as to fupcr- 
induce a refolution to acknowledge Philip the Fifth, without farther hefitation ; they 
accordingly wrote a letter to Lewis for that purpofe, on the receipt of which, orders were 
immediately ifTued for releafing their troops. 

The duke of Savoy, too, acknowledged Philip, and engaged in an alliance with the 
kings of France and Spain, on condition, that his Catholic majefly fhould efpoufe his 
youngeft "daughter without a dowry : that he himfelf fhould command the allied army 
in Italy, and furnifh eight thoufand infantry, with two thoufand five hundred horfe, in 
confideration of a monthly fubfidy of fifty thoufand crowns. 

The king of England, had he followed the dictates of his inclination, would certainly 
have gratified his refentment againft Lewis, by an immediate declaration of war ; but, 
compelled to confult the intereft and the difpofition of the people, he concealed his own 
private fentiments, and fought to effect his purpofe by indirect means. He empowered 
his envoy to the ftates-general to treat with the minifters of France and Spain, to whom 
he represented, that though his molt Chriftian majefty had thought fit to deviate from 
the partition treaty, it was not fit that the king of England mould lofe the benefit of 
'hat convention; he, therefore, expected fome fecurity 7 for the peace of Europe, and, 
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for that purpofe, infifled upon certain articles, importing, that the French king fliould 
immediately withdraw his troops from the Spanifli Netherlands: that, for the fecurity 
of England, the cities of Oltend and Nieuport fliould be delivered into the hands of his 
Britannic majefly : that no kingdom, provinces, cities, lands, or places belonging to the 
crown of Spain, fliould ever be ceded or transferred to the crown of France on any pre- 
tence whatever : that the fubjecls of his Britannic majetty Ihould retain all the privi- 
leges, rights, and immunities, with regard to their navigation and commerce in the do- 
minions of Spain, which they enjoyed at the death of his late Catholic majefly ; and 
alfo all fuch immunities, rights, and franchifes, as the fubjecls of France, or any other 
power, either pofTefled at that time, or might enjoy in future : that all treaties of peace 
and conventions between England and Spain fliould be renewed ; and that a treaty, form- 
ed on thefc demands, fliould be guaranteed by fuch powers as one or other of the parties 
fliould folicit and prevail upon to accede **. 

Similar propofals were made by the ftates- general, with this difference only, that they 
demanded, as cautionary towns, all the ftrongeft places in the Netherlands. D'Avaux, 
the French minifter, was fo aftoniflicd at thefe exorbitant demands, that he could not 
forbear obferving, that they could not have been higher if his matter had loft four fuc- 
ceflive battles. He affured them, that his moft Chrittian majefty would withdraw his 
troops from the Spanifli Netherlands, as foon as the king of Spain fliould have forces of 
his own fuflkient to guard the country ; but, with refpedt to the other articles, he could 
give no anfwer until he had received farther inftrudtions from Verfailles. Lewis was 
highly enraged at thefe propofals, which he confidered as certain indications of Wil- 
liam's hoftile intentions; he refufed to give any other fecurity for the peace of Europe, 
than a confirmation of the treaty of Ryfwick ; and he is faid to have inftrucled his 
agents and emiffaries in England to bribe the members of the Englifli parliament to op- 
pofe all fteps that could tend to a renewal of hoftilities on the continent 97 . 

A. D. 1701.] On the nineteenth of April, the marquis de Torci delivered to the 
Englifli ambafl'ador at Paris, a letter from Philip the Fifth to his Britannic majefly, no- 
tifying his acceffion to the throne of Spain, and exprefling a deflre of cultivating a mu- 
tual fricndfliip with the king and crown of England. William's averfion from a com- 
pliance with the requett contained in this letter, ftrong as it was, was overcome by the 
importunity of bis minifters, and the repugnance evinced by his fubjedls to engage in a 
war ; and he confented to acknowledge Philip, and to write a civil anfwer to his letter. 
This gave great alarm to the emperor, who was bent upon a war with the two crowns, 
and had determined to fend prince Eugene with an army into Italy, to take pofleffion of 

•* Smollet. V Siecle de Louis XIV. torn. ii. p. it). 
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the duchy of Milan, as a fief of the empire. The new pope, Clement the Eleventh, 
was attached to the French intereft, while the Venetians fccretly favoured the emperor. 

Lewis con Tented to a renewal of the negotiation at the Hague, merely to gain time, 
while he ereclcd fortifications, and drew lines on the frontiers of Holland j diviJed the 
princes of the empire by his intrigues, and endeavoured to gain over the ftates of Italy. 
The Dutch, meanwhile, exerted themfelves, to provide- for their own fecurity, and by 
their application for fuccours to England, roufed the parliament of that country from 
their lethargy, and induced them to addrefs their fovereign, entreating him to take the 
proper fteps, by the formation of continental alliances, and other neceflary precau- 
tions, for preventing the dangerous aggrandizement of the houfe of Bourbon, which 
now threatened to monopolize the extenfive power which had formerly been enjoyed by 
the houfe of Auflria. 

Meanwhile prince'Eugene had entered Italy, w.ith the Imperial army, by the way of 
Vicenza, and palled the Adige near Carpi, where he defeated a body of five thoufand 
French. In order to impede his progrefs, marefchal Villeroi, the favourite of Lewis, 
was fent to fuperfede Catinat in the command of the troops ; and that general immedi- 
ately advanced towards Chiari, where prince Eugene was entrenched, and attacked his 
camp ; but the reception he experienced was fuch as compelled him to retire, with the lofs 
of five thoufand men. Towards the end of the campaign, the prince reduced all the 
territories' belonging to the duke of Mantua, except the capital, which was defended by 
a numerous garrifon of French ; and Goits, the blockade of which he formed. He re- 
duced all the places on the Oglio, and continued in the field during the whole winter, 
exhibiting that fuperiority of genius, fkill, courage, and perfeverance, which afterwards 
rendered him fo formidable an adverfary to France. 

To fecond thefe efforts, conferences were opened at the Hague, and, on the feventh of 
September, a treaty of alliance was concluded between the emperor, the king of Eng- 
land and the ftates-general, the object of which was to obtain fatisfacTion for Leopold 
in the affair of the Spanifh fucceffion, and fufficient fecurity for the dominions and com- 
merce of the allies, threatened by the overweening power of the houfe of Bourbon. 
The contracting parties engaged to ufe their endeavours for recovering the Spanifh 
Netherlands, as a barrier between Holland and France; and, for the emperor, the duchy 
of Milan, Naples, and Sicily, with the lands and iflands upon the coaft of Tufcany, 
belonging to the crown of Spain. They agreed, that the king of England fhould retain, 
poffeflion of whatever lands and cities he could conquer from the Spaniards in the In- 
dies: that the confederates fhould faithfully communicate their defigns to each other: 
that neither of them fhould negociate a peace or truce, but in conjunction with the reft : 
that they fhould concur in preventing the union of France and Spain under one govern- 
ment i and in hindering the former from obtaining poffeflion of the Spanifh. fettlements 
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in Ajnerica: that, in concluding a peace, the confederates fhould provide for the main- 
tenance of the commerce carried on by the maritime powers, to the dominions taken 
from the Spaniards, and fecure the ftates by a barrier; that they fhould, at the fame 
time, regulate the exercife of religion in their new conquefts : that they fhould aflift 
each other with all their forces, in cafe of invafion by the French, or any other potentate, 
on account of this treaty : that a defcnfive alliance fhould fubfift between them even 
after the peace: and that all kings, princes, and potentates, fhould be at liberty to en- 
gage in this alliance. It was determined to employ two months in endeavours to ob- 
tain, by amicable means, the fatisfaclion and fecurity they demanded ; and it was finally 
agreed that the treaty mould be ratified within fix months. 

Nine days after the conclufion of this treaty, James of England terminated his un- 
happy and inglorious life at Saint Germain ; and Lewis, impelled, probably, by refent- 
meivl for the oppofition he experienced from William, and influenced by the intreaties of 
madame de Maintcnon, who was herfelf ftimulated by miftaken generofity, formally pro- 
claimed the fon of the deceafed prince, as James the Third. The pitiful fophiftry of 
Voltaire has been exerted to fhew that this meafure was no violation of the treaty of 
Ryfwick, and to prove that an act, evidently refulting from indignation and weaknefs, 
proceeded from greatnefs of fentiment, and magnanimity of foul; but the attempt is fo 
abfurd as fcarcely to merit fcrious confutation. By the treaty of Ryfwick, Lewis for- 
mally acknowledged William the Third, and if a fubfequent acknowledgment of ano- 
ther prince, during his life, be not a flagrant violation of the treaty, it is not eafily to 
be conceived what muft be deemed a violation. This recognition of the title of James 
was almofl tantamount to a declaration of war ; and it was conlidered in that light by 
Will iam and his fubje61s. The former recalled his ambafiador from Paris, while the lat- 
ter evinced the higheft indignation at the preemption of Lewis ; and, by this means, a 
degree of unanimity was promoted in England, where, it is probable, the fpirit of party 
would otherwifchave retarded the preparations for war, and occafioncd fome divifion fa- 
vourable to the French. 

• Lewis publifhed a manifefto, in juftification of his conduct in acknowledging James, 
which he reprefented as a mere acl of politenefs, that could be attended with no evil con- 
fequence to the king of England ; but this allegation was contemptible as it was falfe : 
had he boldly avowed his motive, and urged the alliance formed by William with Hol- 
land and the empire m juftification of his proceeding, though his reafons mi^ht not have 
been deemed fatisfa&ory by the Englifh people, he neither would have incurred nor dc- 
ferved, in this infhnce, that feverity of cenfure which was now jufily exercifed againft 
him. A fubfidiary treaty was now concluded between England and Pruflia; and the 
number of troops to be furnilhed againft; France by each of the confederated powers was 
formally ftipulated. 
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A. D. 1702.] But while the king of England was employed in the formation of 
plans for the abafement of his rival, a fall from his horfe produced a fatal effect on his 
conftitution, already weakened by difeafe, and he expired in the fifty-fecond year of his 
age. His death, however, effected no change in the political fyftem of Europe ; Anne, 
daughter to James the Second, andconfort to the prince of Denmark, peaceably fucceed- 
ed to the throne, and, immediately after her acceffion, difpatched the earl of Marlbo- 
rough to the Hague, to allure her allies, that Ihe would adopt and fupport all the en- 
gagements of her predeccfTor. 

Lewis, indeed, had flattered himfelf with the hope that the death of William would at 
lead make fome alterations in the politics of Holland ; and his envoy, D'Avaux, receiv- 
ed orders to renew the negotiation with the ftates, with a view to detach them from the 
alliance. This minifter, accordingly, prefented a memorial, containing feveral reflections 
on king William, and on the pall conduct of the Dutch ; and infinuating, that, now 
that they had recovered their liberty, the court of France hoped they would confult their 
true intereft. The count de Goes, the Imperial envoy, animadverted, with juft fe verity^ 
on thefe expreffions in another memorial, which was alio publiflied; and the ftates them- 
felves anfwered the remonftrance of the French, expreffing their refentmcnt at the 
infolence of fuch infinuations, and their veneration for the memory of the late ftadthold- 
cr. The Englifli ambafl'ador fucceeded in all his negotiations ; he animated the Dutch 
to a full exertion of their vigour ; he concerted the operations of the campaign ; and 
he agreed with the ftates- general and the Imperial minifter, that war fhould be declared 
againft France, on the fame day, at Vienna, London, and the Hague. This declara- 
tion accordingly took place on the fourth of May. 

The ambition of Lewis had now reduced his kingdom to a moft critical fituation; the 
combination of foes he had to encounter was moft formidable, while he was no longer in 
poffeflion of thofe advantages, which had formerly given effect to his efforts, and fuccefs 
to his arms. His principal allies, the Spaniards, were in no fituation to afford him ef- 
fectual affiftance ; their monarchy was enfeebled, and a fpirit of revolt evinced itfelf mi 
many of the provinces : in France, the government was no longer invigorated by the com- 
manding talents of a Colbert,, and a Louvois ; Chamillard, a man of more honour than- 
abilities, prefided at the helm, while Lewis had loft that fpirit of application which 
had enabled him to fee and to correct abufes, and to avoid danger, in the partial delega- 
tion of his authority for the various purpofes of adminiftration. Thcabfencc of the mo- 
narch from the camp had alfo proved, in a certain degree, deftructive of that difcipline 
which had hitherto been obferved in the French armies; the commando!" a regiment was 
no longer obtained by merit, but purchafed by money ; hence inexperienced youths were 
preferred to thofe gallant veterans whofe wounds bore teftimony to their merit ; honours 
were bellowed with equal injuftice ; and a train of abufes enfued which enabled men of 
penetration to forefee the difaiters which threatened the monarchy. 

On 
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On the other hand, the allies difplayed equal wifdom, fpirit, and unanimity in their 
exertions. The emperor agreed to maintain ninety thoufand men in the field, to a£t a- 
gainfl France ; the ftates general engaged to furnifh one hundred and two thousand ; and 
England, independent of her naval forces, prom i fed to fupply forty thoufand. Thefe 
troops, too, were commanded by generals, of the moft diftinguifhed talents, Eugene, and 
Marlborough. The former was by biith a Frenchman, fon to the count or Soiflbns, 
governor of Champagne, by Olimpia Mancini, niece to cardinal Mazatin ; his firft appel- 
lation was the chevalier de Carignan, but, on his aflumption of the ecclefialVical habit, 
he was diftinguifhed by the title of the abbe de Savoy : quitting the church for the 
camp, he fought preferment in the army of France, but being refufed a regiment, 
he retired in dilguft, and entering the Imperial fervice diftinguifhed himfelf in the war 
with the Turks. Lewis made the difguft of this prince, and his renunciation of the 
country that gave him birth, a fuhjefr. of ridicule ; but experience foon convinced him of 
his error, and taught him to dread the talents he had too long defpi fed. — John Chur- 
chill, firft earl, and then duke of Marlborough, was the fon of an Englifh knight, and 
made his firft appearance in life as page to James the Second, when duke of York. Ha- 
ving obtained an enfigncy in the guards, he went over to the Netherlands with the de- 
tachment of Englifh fent by Charles the Second to the affifbnee of his ally, Lewis the 
Fourteenth, then engaged in a war with the Dutch. His courage and conduit, in vari- 
ous in fiances, enfured him honourable notice, from the king of France, and more parti- 
cularly, from marefchal Turenne, who diftinguifhed him by the appellation of The band- 
fame Englijhnian. Soon after his return from this fervice, in which he had acquired great 
experience, he obtained a regiment, together with the title of lord Churchill. On the 
acc-flio!i of James the Second he received the dignity of a baron ; and he remained firmly 
attached to that unhappy prince, until he abdicated the throne, when Churchill aban- 
doned him ; and this defertion was, at the acceffion of William, rewarded with the title 
of earl of Marlborough. 

The duke of Zell, and his nephew, the elector of Hanover, furprifed the dukes of 
Wolfenbutrle and Saxe-Gotha, whom they compe'lul to renounce their attachment to 
France, and concur in the common councils of the empire. Thus the north of Germa- 
ny was reirift ite 1 id the interefts of the confederates, and the prince's would have been in 
a condition to afford them effectual affiftance, had not the war that was waged in their 
neighbourhood between the Swedes and the Poles deterred them from parting with their 
forces. 

Hoftilities commenced by the fiege of Keiferfwaert, inverted in the month of April 
by the Imperial general, the prince of Naflau — Saarbruck. The French garrifon made 
a defperatc defence ; defeating the enemy in various fallies, and maintaining their ground 
till tlie place was reduced to a heap of afhes. In a general attack upon the counterfcarp, 
the allies loft two thoufrnd men ; but their numbers at length prevailing, the garrifon 
were compelled to lurrender, on honourable terms, in the middle of June, when the for- 
tifications 
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t'rfications were razed. During the fiege count Tal'Iard had taken his pod on the oppofite 
banks of the Rhine, whence he fupplied the town with troops and ammunition, and annoy- 
ed the beficgers with his artillery ; but, finding it impoflible to fave the place, he joined 
the grand army in the Netherlands, under the command of the duke of Burgundy, who 
was attended by marefchal Boufflers. 

The duke of Burgundy was oppofed by Marlborough, the rapidity of whofe move- 
ments confounded the judgment and defeated the fchemes of the French general. Af- 
ter a vain attempt to furprife the earl of Athlone in the vicinity of Nimeguen, Boufflers 
was compelled to retire before the forces of the allies, and to evacuate Spanifh Guelder- 
land. Having taken fhelter under the walls of Liege, he was furprifed by the approach 
of Marlborough, who, after reducing Venlo and Ruremonde, haftened to invert that ci- 
ty, the citadel of which was taken by aflault. Boufflers, meanwhile, retreated into Bra- 
bant, where he remained inactive during the reft of the campaign. 

In Italy prince Eugene had formed a well- concerted plan for taking the important city 
of Cremona by furprife ; he procured admiflion into the town, by means of an aqueduct, 
and, followed by four thoufand troops, had fecured marefchal Villeroi and killed the Spa- 
nifh governor ; but a ftrong detachment which he had appointed to fecond his operations 
having miffed their way, he was, after an obftinate conflict, compelled to retire, though 
in good order, and accompanied by a number of prifoners. The duke of Vendome, who 
fucceeded Villeroi in the command of the army, obtained fome advantage over the ene- 
my at Santa Vittoria ; and, on the fifteenth of Auguft, he encountered them, in a pitched 
battle, at Luzara, in which the lofs was great on both fides, though neither could claim 
the victory. The duke, however, proved he had the advantage, by purfuing his opera- 
tions, and reducing the towns of Luzara, and Guaftalla. 

On the banks of the Rhine the French arms were ftill more fuccefsful. The elector of 
Bavaria furprifed the city of Ulm in Suabia, by a ftratagem, and then declared for France. 
The diet of the empire, affembled at Ratifbon, was fo incenfed at his conduct, that they 
prefented a memorial to the emperor, requeftinghe would proceed againft the elector, ac- 
cording to the conftitution of theempire j and they refolved to declare war againft Lewis and 
the duke of Anjou, for having invaded feveral fiefs of the empire in Italy, the archbi- 
lhoprick of Cologne, and the diocefe of Liege; and they forbade the minifters of Ba- 
varia and Cologne to appear in the general diet. The French, meanwhile, took poffef- 
fion of Neuburgh, in the circle of Suabia ; and the Imperial forces, under Lewis prince, 
of Baden, being confiderably weakened by fending off" detachments to other quarters, that 
general was obliged to remain inactive in his camp near Fridlinguen. The marquis of 
Villars having received a reinforcement of ten thoufand men under the count of Guif- 
card the prince, fearful of being furrounded, deemed it prudent to decamp ; but Villars 
immediately paffed the Rhine in purfuit of him, and having overtaken him in the.moun- 
tains of Erlingen, a ftiarp action enfued, in which the imperialifts were defeated with the 
Vol. IV. 3 M lofs 



458 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [_ l 7°3' 

lofs of two thoufand men ; twelve hundred perifhed on the fide of the French 9 *. Frid- 
linguen furrendered the next day. 

This defeat detraded fomewhat from the reputation of the prince of Baden, who, 
anxious to revenge the affront he had fuftained, and having heen reinforced by ibme troops, 
under general Thungen, refolved to give battle to the French ; but Villars declined an 
engagement, and repaired the Rhine. Towards the latter end of October, count Tal- 
lard, and the marquis de Lomarie, with a body of eighteen thoufand men, reduced Triers 
and Trierbach, while the prince of Heffe-Caffel, with a detachment of the allied army 
at Liege, retook from the French the towns of Zinch, Lintz, Brifac, and Audernach. 

During thefe operations, a French fleet, confifting of ten fhips of war, under Du 
Caffe, fell in with an Englifh fleet of inferior force, under admiral Benbow, near Saint 
Martha. A defperate action enfued, in which the Englifh were defeated, through the 
cowardice of fome of their officers, who were afterwards tried by a court-martial, and 
fentenced to be (hot The Englifh admiral difplayed the utmoft intrepidity ; and died 
foon after of the wounds he received in the action. 

A. D. 1703.] Lewis was deftined to behold the number of his enemies encreafe. 
The duke of Savoy, though father-in-law to the duke of Burgundy and the king of 
Spain, deferted the intereft of France, and efpoufed the caufe of the emperor, from whom 
he obtained, as the price of his defertion, the promife of Montferrat, Mantua, Valencia, 
and the countries between the Po and the Tanaro. Peter the Second, king of Portu- 
gal, alfb acceded to the confederacy jgainll France, and acknowledged the archduke 
Charles asfovereign of Spain. 

But the elector of Bavaria remained faithful to his alliance, and oppofed with vigour 
and fuccefs the enemies of France. In the depth of winter he took the field in Ger- 
many, and ravaged all the country bordering on his electorate. Then directing his at- 
. tacks againft the territories of the elector palatine, he reduced the town of Neuburgh, 
though defended by a garrifon of a thoufand men. The troops of the empire, mean- 
while, afTembled, and made a vain attempt on the cities of Sanfembourg and Traerbach ; 
but the Pruflians, under general Lottum, were more fuccefsful ; they entered the elec- 
torate of Cologne, and reduced the caftle of Veldentz, and the town of Rhinberg. 

9* Contin. de Mezerai, torn. ii. p.472. 
*« When Du Caffe arrived at Carthagena, after the aftuw, lie wrote a letter to Benbow to this effect: " Sir, I 
«' entertained great apprehenfion on Sunday laft of being obliged to fup in your cabin; but it pleafed God to order 
" itotherwife. I am thankful for it. As for tliofe cowardly captains who deferted you x hang them up* for, by 
« Q — d, they deferve it. Yours, Du Cafle." 

The 
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The French compelled the Tmperialifts to evacuate Offembourg, Gegenbach, Zell, 
Wilfted, and Raftadt, after which they made themfelves mafters of Fort Kehl. Their 
object was to effect a junction with the Bavarians, which the Imperial generals, count 
Schlick and Stirum, exerted their utmoft efforts to prevent. But the mafterly manoeu- 
vres of the elector of Bavaria, by fuperinducing a divifion of the enemy's troops, fruf- 
trated their defigns, and facilitated their defeat. Count Schlick, deceived by a feint of 
the elector, made a movement indicatory of an intention to invert Paffau, left his camp 
near Schardinberg with only a part of his forces ; when the elector, profiting by his ab- 
fence, inftantly changed the direction of his men, and fell upon the reft, who, unpre- 
pared for refinance, and greatly inferior in numbers, fell an eafy prey to the Bavarians. 
A thoufand men were put to the fword, and a great number of prifoners were taken, to- 
gether with all the artillery and baggage. The elector alfo obtained an advantage over 
count Stirum, at the village of Emhorff, and thereby defeated his intention of laying 
liege to Amberg, the capital of the upper palatinate of Bavaria. After thefe fucceffes, 
he compelled the diet of Ratifbon to give him pofTeffion of the bridge in that city over 
the Danube, by which his dominions were fecured from invafion, and then effected a 
junction with the French, under marefchal Villars, at the camp of Dettingen. 

On the Lower Rhine, and in the Netherlands, the arms of France were lefs fuccefs- 
ful. Marlborough, whofe fervices had been rewarded with the' thanks of the Englifh 
parliament, and the dignity of a duke, took the command of the allied forces, and, in 
the month of April, laid fiege to Bonne, againft which place three different attacks were 
carried on; one by the hereditary prince of Heffe- Caffel ; another by the celebrated 
Coehorn ; and a third by general Fagel. The garrifon defended themfelves with vigour 
until the fourteenth of May, when the fort having been taken by affault, and the 
breaches made practicable, the marquis D'AIegre, the governor, ordered a parley to be 
beat; hoftages were immediately exchanged; on the fixteenth the capitulation was 
figned ; and in three days the garrifon evacuated the town, and were conducted to Lux- 
embourg. 

During the liege of Bonne, marefchals Boufflers and Villeroi (the latter of whom 
had been recently ranfomed by the court) advanced with an army of forty thoufand 
men towards Tongeren, with a view to attack the confederates ; but they found them fo 
advantageoufly potted, that they deemed it prudent to retreat without rifking an action. 
On the approach of the grand army of the allies, under Marlborough, they retired with 
precipitation to Bockwern, and from thence to Hannye. At the point of Callo, and in 
the country of Waes, near Stoken, their lines were forced by Coehorn, and baron Spaar; 
but they refolved to revenge the affront by cutting off the retreat of baron Opdam, 
■whom Marlborough had detached, with twelve thoufand men, to take port in the vi- 
cinity of Antwerp, with a view to favour his defigns on that city. Marefchal Boufflers, 
•with twenty thoufand men, furprized the Dutch general at Eekeren, and threw his 
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troops Into fuch diforder, that Opdam, believing the day to be loft, quitted the field, and 
fled to Breda. But the troops of the allies, being rallied by Schangenburg, renewed the 
fight, and maintained their ground with the moft obftinate valour, until night, when the- 
French retired, leaving the communication open with fort Lillo,to which place the con* 
federates retired, having loll fifteen hundred men in the action. The lofs of the French 
was more conlidcrable. Both fides claimed the victory, but the allies prove the validity 
of their claim by reaping the fruits of it. As Marlborough advanced Villeroi retired, 
and the confederates fucceflively reduced Hui, Limburg, and Gueldres, by which they 
effectually fecured the county of Liege and the electorate of Cologne from the incur", 
fions of the French. 

Lewis, meanwhile, redoubled his efforts iiv Germany. The duke of Vendome re» 
ceived orders to march from the Milanefe to Tyrol, and there join the elector of Bavan- 
ria, who had already made himfelf mafter of Infpruek ; but an infurrection of the pea- 
fants expelled the elector from the country, and thereby prevented the junction. Hav- 
ing rejoined Villars, he refolved to attack count Stirum, whom prince Lewis of Baden 
had detached from his army. With this view the French and Bavarians pafTed the 
Danube at Donawert, and discharged fix guns, as a fignal for the marquis D'Uflbn, 
whom they had left in the camp at Lavingen, to fall on the rear of the Imperialists, 
while they charged them in front. Stirum no Sooner heard the fignal, than he gueffed 
the intention of the French, and inftantly refolved to attack D'Uffon before the elector 
and the marefchal could advance. He, accordingly, charged him, at the head of fome 
Select Squadrons, with fuch impetuofity* that the French cavalry was totally defeated; 
and all his infantry would have been taken or deftroyed, but for the timely arrival of 
Villars and the elector, whofe exertions turned the fate of the action, which continued 
from fix in the morning to four in the afternoon, when the Imperial general, being over- 
powered by numbers, effected his retreat to Norlingen, with the lofs of twelve thoufand 
men, and all his baggage and artillery. 

. In the mean time, the duke of Burgundy, aflTfted by Tallard, formed the fiege of Old 
Brifac, with a prodigious train of artillery. The fortifications of the place were re- 
markably ftrong, though the garrifon was fmall, and ill-provided with neceffaries. In 
fourteen days the governor furrendered the place, and was Sentenced to die for not having, 
made a better defence : the duke of Burgundy returned in triumph to Verfailles, and 
Tallard was ordered to inveft Landau. The prince of Heffe Gafel, being detached from 
the Netherlands to the relief of the place,, joined the count of Naffau-Weilburg, ge- 
neral of the Palatine forces, near Spires, where they refolved to attack the French in 
their lines. They were anticipated, however, by Tallard, who, having received a rein- 
forcement of ten thoufand men, under the command of Pracontal, Suddenly quitted his 
lines, attacked the enemy, and obtained a complete victory, notwith (landing the cou- 
rageous exertions of the prince of Heffe-Cafel, who had three horfes killed under him* 

The 
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The Imperialifts loft I'everal fhoufand men : the damage fuftained by the French was, if 
Tallard may be credited, inconfiderable indeed, for, in a letter to Lewis, he fays — " lour 
** army. Sift, has taken mire Jlaudards and colours from the enemy than ft has loji private 
" /tidier!*"*." Pracontal was killed in the action. The fiege of Landau was refumed, 
and the place, after a vigorous defence, during which the French loft upwards of two 
thoufand men, befides a great number of officers 1 , Surrendered by capitulation. The 
campaign in Germany was finifhed with the reduction of Augfburgh by the elector of 
I ;ia, who took it in the month of December, and confented to the introduction of a 
French garrifon.. 

A. D. 1704.] The fuccefles of the French in Germany had reduced the emperor 
to a moil deplorable fituation, which was rendered ftill more diftreffing by the revolt 
of his Hungarian fubjects, inftigated by the money and intrigues of Lewis and the 
Turks- The elector of Bavaria pofleffed all the places on the Danube, as far as Naf- 
fau, and even threatened the capital of the empire, which, had the Hungarians and Ba- 
varians acted in concert, muft have been infallibly loft. But the emperor's application 
for affiftance to the queen of England had produced a plan of operations which promis- 
ed to relieve him from his difficulties. It was agreed, by the allies, that general Auver- 
querque fhould remain, with a fmall body of troops, in the Netherlands, there to act on 
the defenfive, while the main army fhould enter Germany, and expel the French and' 
Bavarians from the empire. 

Villars had been recalled, at the inftigation of the minifter Chamillard, to wage an in- 
glorious war, in the Cevennes, a mountainous country in the province of Languedoc, 
againft the unhappy Hugonots, whom the perfecution of Lewis had forced into revolt 
and the troops of France were, in Germany, entrufted to marefchal Tallard. Marlbo- 
rough began his march into Germany on the eighth of May, when the French imagined 
it was his intention to begin the campaign with the fiege of Traerbach, and penetrate in- 
to France along the Mofelle. In this perfuafion they fent a detachment to that river, 
and endeavoured to deceive the duke by feigning an intention of inverting Hui ; bur_ 
Marlborough continued his route by Bedburg, Kerpenord, and Kalfecken, and vifited the 
fortifications of Bonne, where he received advice that the recruits and reinforcements 
for the French army in Bavaria had joined the elector at Villingen. He redoubled his 
diligence, paffed the Neckar on the third of June, and, after halting a fliort time at 
Ladenburgh, proceeded to Mildenheim, where he had an interview with prince Eugene. 

Having been joined by the Imperialifts, under prince Lewis of Baden, at Waftertel- 
leilj the duke of Marlborough purfued his march by Elchingen, Gingen, and Landthauf* 

**° Steele de Louis XIV. tome ii. p. »68. 1 Contin. de Mezerai, tome ii. p. 481. 
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fen. On the fecond of July he advanced towards the Bavarian lines ; near Donawert, 
and, about five o'clock in the afternoon, the attack was begun by the Englifh and Dutch 
infantry, fupported by the horfe and dragoons. The enemy were at firft repulfed, with 
confiderable lofs ; but prince Lewis of Baden arriving with the Imperialifts, made a 
powerful diverfion in another part of the line, and gave them time to rally. The Ba- 
varians itill defended themfelves with great gallantry ; but their intrenchments were, ne- 
verthclefs, forced, and the enemy's horfe entering with the infantry, completed the difor- 
der, and compelled them to fly, with the utmoft precipitation, towards Donawert and the 
Danube, leaving fix thoufand men dead on the field. The confederates took fixteen 
pieces of cannon, and thirteen pair of colours, with all the tents and baggage. The 
victory, however, was dearlv purchafed ; fome thoufands of the allies were flain in the 
attack, including many gallant officers, among whom were generals Gooer and Beinheim ; 
count Stirum, too, was mortally wounded. 

Next day the Bavarian garrifon evacuated Donawert, of which the confederates took 
immediate poffeffion, while the elector pafTed the Danube, and purfued his inarch to 
Augfburg. Thither he was followed by the allies, who, though they found him too fe- 
curely ported, under the cannon of that city, to venture on an attack, encamped, with 
Friedburg in their center, in fuch a fituation as to cut off all communication between 
the elector and his dominions. Having iii vain attempted to detach him from his al- 
liance with France, the allies fent out bodies of troops, who ravaged the country as far 
as Munich, and deftroyed, with every circumftance of inhumanity, upwards of three 
hundred towns, villages, and caftles. 

As foon as the enemy had withdrawn, the elector left Augfburg, and, proceeding to 
Biberach, was there joined by the French, under marefchal Tallard, on the fifth of Au- 
guft. Tallard, after various movements, and a vain attempt to prevent the junction of 
prince Eugene with the duke of Marlborough, took an advantageous port on an hill near 
Hochftct, his right being covered by the Danube and the village of Blenheim, his left by 
the village of Lutzengen, and his front by a rivulet, the banks of which were fteep, and 
the bottom marlhy. Notwithstanding thefe difficulties, the allies, aware that their 
forage and provifions would foon be con fumed, refolved to attack the French, whofe 
army, when reinforced by the Bavarians, confifted of eighty-two battalions, and one 
hundred and fixty fquadrons, amounting in the whole to nearly fixty thoufand men, 
while that of the confederates did not exceed five-and-fifty. 

Tallard placed himfelf at the right wing, while the command of the left was given 
to the elector of Bavaria, affifled by Marfin, a good officer, but not endowed with that 
combination of talents which is effentially requifite in the formation of an able general. 
Tallard, too, though a man of great courage and experience, had the misfortune to be 
fo near-fighted that he could lcarcely diftinguifh objects at the diftance of twenty paces, 
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a defect of the mod dangerous tendency in the day of battle 2 . The right of the con- 
federates was commanded by prince Eugene, and their left by the duke of Marlborough. 

Tallard polled feven-and-twenty battalions and twelve fqUadrons in the village of 
Blenheim, on the fuppofition that the chief effort of the allies would be directed to that 
quarter; nor was he deceived in hisconjedtures, forabout noon(on the thirteenth of Augult) 
a body of Englifh and Heffians, under general Wilkes, having paffed the rivulet, attacked 
the village with great vigour, but were lo warmly received by theFrench, that, after three 
vain attempts, they were compelled to retire. 7 lie center and part of the right wing of 
the allies were, in the mean time, fufrered to pafs the rivulet, without moleflation, but as 
foon as they were formed, the French cavalry charged them with fuch impetuofity, while 
the troops ported at Blenheim galled them lb feverely in flank, that they were foon 
thrown into diforder, and many of them repaffed the rivulet; but, at this critical con- 
juncture, a large body of dragoons arriving to fupport them, the French cavalry were 
broken in their turn, and driven back to the village of Blenheim. 

By this time the left wing of the allies was completely formed, and, afcending the 
hill, in a firm compact body, charged the French horfe, which were unable to fuflain the 
attack, though, as they retreated, they frequently rallied, and checked the purfuit of 
the enemy. Tallard now difpatched ten battalions to the fupport of the cavalry, but 
thefe were fuccefsfully oppofed by a detachment of infantry ferit by Marlborough to 
fuftain his horfe. The French infantry, however, kept up fuch a prodigious and well- 
directed fire, that the line of the allies recoiled about fixty paces; but recovering them- 
felves they renewed the charge with additional vigour, and entirely routed the French 
cavalry, and cut the battalions that had been fent to fupport them to pieces. 

Tallard now refolved to draw off the troops he had polled in the village of Blenheim, 
whofe abfence had fo weakened his main body, as to render it unable to refill the efforts 
of the allies; but while he was engaged in rallying the cavalry which he meant to 
unite to this body, he millook one ot the enemy's fquadrons for his own, and riding up 
to it, was lurrounded and taken prifoner. The horle, meanwhile, being preffed by the 
allies, endeavoured to gain the bridge which the French had thrown over the Danube, be- 
tween Hochllet and Blenheim ; but they were lo clolely purfued, that fuch as cfcaped the 
fword threw thcmfelves into the river and were drowned. 

"While the right wing was thus defeated, Marfin's quarters were attacked, at the vil- 
lage of Oberklau, by ten battalions of the enemy, under the prince of Holllein-Beck, 
who paffed the rivulet with great refolution ; but before he could form his- men on tha 

2 Sittle Je Louis XIV. torn. ii. p. 174. 
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oppofite fide, was overpowered by numbers, mortally wounded, and taken prifoner. His 
battalions, being fupported by fome Danifli and Hanoverian cavalry, renewed the charge, 
and were again repulfed : at length, the duke of Marlborough, in perfon, led up fome frefh 
fquadrons from his body of referve, and compelled the French to retire. During this 
time the left wing had fuflained a furious attack from prince Eugene, but the elector of 
Bavaria thrice repulfed his cavalry with great fpirit and fuccefs. The conteft, in this 
quarter, was long and obftinate, but, at length, the allies proved viaorious, and Marfin 
and the ele&or being driven from Oberklau and Lutzingen, wejrc puifued as far as the 
villages of Morfelingen and Teiffenhoven, whence they retreated to Dilhngen and: 
Lawingen. 

The confederates, being now matters of the field, directed their attention to that body 
of troops which was potted in the village of Blenheim. It confifted of eleven thoufand 
effective men, all veterans; in fljort, the beft troops in the ferviceof France. The mar- 
quis of Clerambaut (fon to the marefchal of that name) who commanded them, went 
for orders to marefchal Tallard ; but being informed that general was taken prifoner, 
and feeing the troops flying on all fides, he joined the fugitives, and was drowned in 
the Danube. 

Sivieres, the next in command, called on his brother officers to follow him, and rally- 
ing forth from the village, they made a defperate, but ineffectual, attack upon the ene- 
my. Shortly after one of the officers, named 13es-Nonvilles, returned to Blenheim, ac- 
companied by lord Orkney, at fight of whom the French immediately exclaimed, "Have 
«' you taken an EngliiTi prifoner r" " No" — replied Des-Nonvilles — " I am myfelf a 
" prifoner, and am come to exhort you to lay down your arms, as the only means of 
44 faving your lives V The prudence of this exhortation was, indeed, manifefl : the 
victorious allies had cleared the field, and had already furrounded the village in fuch a 
manner as to preclude the poffibility of efcape. The troops, accordingly, accepted the 
proffered capitulation, about eight in the evening, when they laid down their arms, de- 
livered up their colours and ftandards, and furrendered thcmfelves prifoners of war, on 
condition that the officers fliould not be rirled. 

The victory gained by the allies was complete: ten thoufand French and Bavarians 
were left dead on the field ; the greater part of thirty fquadrons of horfe penfhed in the 
Danube; thirteen thoufand men, and twelve hundred officers of dill inction were made 
prifoners; one hundred pieces of cannon were taken, with twenty-four mortars, one 
hundred and twenty-nine colours; one hundred and feventy-one ftandards; feventeen 
pair of kettle-drums ; three thoufand lix hundred tents; four-and-thirty coaches, filltd 

3 Sitcle Ue Louis XIV. torn. ii. p. 178. 
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with the ladies of the French officers ; three hundred laden mules ; two bridges of boats ; 
fifteen pontoons ; and fifteen barrels and eight calks of filver. Tbe allies loft four 
thoufand five hundred men killed, and about a thoufand wounded and miffing. Of fixty 
thoufand men, which compofed the French army, only twenty thoufand could be col- 
lected after the battle : the lofs of a tract of country, an hundred leagues in extent, was 
the confequence of this victory ; the territories of the elector of Bavaria palled under 
the yoke of the emperor, and experienced all the rigours of war, aggravated by perfonal 
refentment. The court of Verfailles, long accuftomed to profperity, was thrown into 
the greateft confternation at the news of this defeat, which arrived in the midftofthc re- 
joicings for the birth of a great grandfon to Lewis the Fourteenth, to whom no one 
dared to impart the fatal intelligence. At length madame de Maintenon undertook the 
unpleafant talk, and informed the monarch that he was no longer invincible. 

By the difperfion of the French army, the country from the Danube to the Rhine 
was now laid open to the allies, who pafled the latter, and entered Alface. Prince Lewis 
of Baden laid fiege to Landau, which he took, after an obftinate and gallant defence, 
and Traerbach was foon after reduced by the prince of Hefle-Caflel. 

In Italy, the French experienced but little oppofition, and the duke of Vendome was 
enabled to reduce the towns of Vercelli and Ivrea. The fleet of France, commanded by 
the count of Thouloufe, encountered, ofF Malaga, on the thirteenth of July, the En- 
glilh fleet, returning from a fuccefsful attempt on the important fortrefs of Gibraltar. 
The action began at ten in the morning, and continued, with unabating fury, until the 
approach of night. The lofs was equal on both fides, but Lewis claimed the vie* 
tory, which, indeed, was neceflary to fupport the drooping fpirits of his people, after the 
late difafter. This, however, was the laft effort of his naval force, during the war; 
his treafures being exhaufted, his navy was fuffered gradually to fink into that ftate of 
infignificance from which his former exertions had raifed it. 

A. D. 1705, 1706.] Every refource which the ingenuity of the minifter could devife 
for defraying the expences of the war was now employed ; and, in order to recruit the 
army, the principal towns were flripped of their garrifons, and the militia were fum« 
moned to the field. Villars was recalled from the Cevennes to take the command of 
the troops, and, by the conduct he difplayed on the frontiers of Germany, proved him- 
felf worthy of the confidence which his fovereign had repofed in him. By his fkilful 
and judicious manoeuvres he defeated the defigns of the allies, on the banks of the Mo- 
felle, and compelled them to change their plan of operations. Villeroi, meanwhile, who 
commanded, jointly with the elector of Bavaria, in Flanders, reduced the town of Hui, 
and was proceeding to attack Liege, when the approach of Marlborough obliged him to 
defift from his enterprise, and retire within his lines, which the enemy foon after deter- 
mined to force. The Dutch general, Auverquerque, by a feint, induced Villeroi to 
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weaken one part of his lines in order to rtrengthen another part; the duke of Marlbo- 
rough feized that opportunity to attack him, in the night of the feventeenth of July, 
with a view to force a paffage at Elixheiin, the caftle of Waugh, and the villages of 
Waugh, Neerhefpen, and Ooftmalen. Thefe polls were taken with little difficulty, but 
before the enemy's infantry could come up, D'Alegre advanced with fifty fquadrons and 
twenty battalions, and, opening a malked battery on the allies, checked their progrefs 
with confiderable flaughter. The horfe, being vigoroufly charged by the enemy's ca- 
valry, were thrown into confufion, but rallying behind the infantry, and being rein- 
forced by frefli fquadrons, they renewed the charge. The conflict was maintained 
with great obftinacy for fome time, but the French were at laft obliged to retreat, and the 
enemy took poflcflion of their lines. Villeroi, during the reft of the campaign, chofe 
his ports with fuch judgment that the allies could obtain no advantage over him, and he 
fhortly after reftored his reputation by the reduction of Dieft. 

This fuccefs induced the king to continue him in the command of the army, and he ac 
cordingly took the field, in Flanders, in the enfuing campaign, with eighty thoufand 
men ; but a too great confidence in his own abilities proved the caufe of his diigrace, and 
the fource of frefh calamities to his country. Near the banks of the Mehaigne, and not 
far from the fource of the little Ghette, this general fixed his camp, with the village of 
Ramillies near his cerfter, which wascompoled of raw, undifciplined recruits; the baggage 
was placed between the lines of his army; and his left was ported behind a morafs, which 
effectually prevented its approach to the enemy. In this pofition, which difplayed an 
aftonifhing want of profeffional fkill, Villeroi waited the approach of the allies, under 
the duke of Marlborough, who, obferving the mode in which the French were drawn up 
to receive him, threw his principal ftrength into his left wing and center, fo as to render 
them fuperior to the bodies that were oppofed to them. General Gaffion perceiving this 
manoeuvre, called out to the marefchal, " You are ruined, if you don't change your or- 
'< der of battle.. Draw off the troops front the left wing, that you may have an equal 
" number to oppofe to the enemy ; and place your lines nearer to each other: a mo- 
M ment's delay will prove fatal." Several other officers fupported this advice, but Vil- 
leroi was obftinate, and refufed to change the difpofition of his troops. 

About two in the afternoon of the twenty-third of May, 1706, the action was begun 
by the allies, who lent general Schultz, with twelve battalions and twenty pieces of 
cannon, to attack the village of Ramillies, which Villeroi had ftrongly fortified with ar- 
tillery. At the fame time field-marefchal Auverquerque detached colonel Wertmuller, 
with four battalions and two pieces of cannon, from their left wing, to diflodge the 
French infantry ported among the hedges of Franquenies. Both thefe officers proved 
fuccefsful. The Dutch and Danifh horfe were, indeed, fo warmly received by the 
troops of the king's houfhold, that they began to give way, but they were opportunely 
fuftained by the body of reftrve, and twenty fquadrons which the duke of Marlborough' 

fent 



I 



i 



1706.] 



LEWIS THE FOURTEENTH. 



467 



feiit to their afliftance from his right wing, where the morafs prevented them from act- 
ing. The beft. part of the French moufquetaires were now cut in pieces, and all the 
troops in the village of Ramillies were either killed or taken. The reft of the infantry 
began to retreat in tolerable order, under cover of the cavalry on the left wing, which 
formed themfelves, in three lines, between OfTuz and Anderkirk; but the Englifh horfc, 
having found means to pafs the rivulet that feparated the two bodies, fell upon them 
with fuch impetuofity, that they fled with precipitation, and left their foot expofed to 
the attacks of the enemy. The flaughter now became dreadful, and the confufion ge- 
neral. The elector of Bavaria and marefchal Villeroi efcaped with great difficulty. Se- 
veral waggons belonging to the van-guard breaking down in a narrow pafs, obftructed the 
way in fuch a manner that the baggage and artillery could not proceed, nor could the 
troops retreat in order. The enemy's horfe, apprized of this circumftance, prefled on 
them fo vigoroufly, that great numbers threw down their arms, and cried for mercy. 
Thepurfuit was followed through Judoigne, till two o'clock in the morning, five leagues 
from the field of battle, and within two of Louvaine. 

The French loft, in this action, twenty thoufand men, killed, wounded, and miffing; 
and all their baggage and artillery, together with one hundred and twenty colours or 
ftandards. Prince Maximilian and the prince de Monbafon were among the flain : ge- 
nerals Palavicini and Mezieres were taken prifoners, as were the marquifles de Bar ; de 
Nonant; and de la Baume, fon to marefchal Tallard ; Montmorenci, nephew to the 
duke of Luxembourg; and many other perfons of diftinction. The lofs of the allies 
did not exceed three thoufand men ; and the only perfon of note that was killed was prince 
Lewis of Hefte. 

The battle of Ramillies was followed by the immediate lofs of all Brabant. The ci- 
ties of Louvaine, Mechlin, Bruffels, Antwerp, Ghent, and Bruges, fubmitted, without 
refiftance, and acknowledged the archduke Charles as king of Spain. Oftend, though 
defended by a ftrong garrifon, was furrendered, after a fiege of ten days. Menin, then 
one of the ftrongeft towns in the Netherlands, and guarded by fix thoufand men, experi- 
enced a fiinilar fate. The gartifon of Dendermonde were made prifoners of war ; and 
Aeth opened her gates to the victor. 

Marefchal Villeroi was reduced to fuch a ftate of defpairby the difgrace he had brought 
on the arms of his country, that he did not dare to write his fovereign an account of the 
battle. Five days were fuffered to elapfe before he difpatched a courier to Verfailles, 
with a confirmation of that intelligence which had already reached the court, and thrown 
them into the utmoft conftemation. Villeroi could no longer fecure from his troops 
either confidence or refpect ; and this circumftance, joined to the public indignation, 
loudly and unequivocally expreffed, made Lewis determine on recalling him. But it 
was not without extreme regret that the king adopted this refolution, for he was fin- 
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cerely attached to the marefchal, who, being the fon of his governor, had been brought 
\jp with him 4 . Impreffed with thefe fentiments, he wiflied to give to his recall the ap- 
pearance of a voluntary refignation, and, for this purpofe, wrote feveral letters to Ville- 
roi, urging him, in the moft friendly manner, to apply for his removal from the command 
of the army. But the marefchal, who poffeffed lefs delicacy than the monarch, and 
prefumedtoo far on that friendfhip of which he had received the moft undoubted proofs, 
refufed to comply with the wifhes of Lewis, and to become the inftrument — as he 
termed it — of his own difgrace. Lewis, however, perceiving the neceffity of the mea- 
fure, perfifted in his refolution, and the marefchal was recalled ; but ftill the king wat 
careful to remove the moft mortifying circumftances attending fuch a fituation, by giv- 
ing it out that he had only recalled Villeroi, in confequence of his own folicitations ; 
and when that general appeared at court, he received him with the utmoft warmth 
of friendfhip, and, in the language of confolation, obferved — M Monfieur marefchal, 
" Fortune, it feems, is not the friend of old age ; you and 1 muft confole each other for 
" her caprice 5 ." 

During thefe transactions in Germany and the Netherlands, the French had made con- 
fiderable efforts in Italy and Spain. In Italy, the duke of Vendome reduced Mirandola, 
while the duke de la Feuillade took the citadel of Villa-Franca, San-Sofpiro, and 
Montalban. On the fixteenth of Auguft, 1705, Vendome fought the bloody but inde- 
cifive battle of Caffano, where he checked the progrefs of prince Eugene. Chiavazzo 
was reduced by Feuillade, and Nice, after an obftinate defence, furrendered in December.* 

The enfuing campaign opened in a manner that feemed to promife additional fplendour 
to the arms of France. At Caffinato, the duke of Vendome obtained, on the thirteenth 
of April, a complete victory over the enemy. That general was then recalled to fuc- 
ceed Villeroi in the command of the array in the Netherlands, while his victorious 
troops purfued their march, and inverted Turin, under the conduct of La Feuillade, 
who, being nephew to the minifter Chamillard, was amply provided with every thing 
that could tend to enfure fuccefs to his enterprise. Vauban had offered to ferve under 
him, as a fimple volunteer ; but the vanity of the duke led him to reject the patriotic 
offer of that able engineer, and to infuk him by obferving, that he meant to take the 
place f> la Cozhorn 6 . 

The fiege was covered by the duke of Orleans, whofe authority was controlled by the 
fuperior, though fecret, powers of marefchal Marfin, and the operations were condufled 
with the moft deftructive vigour. Notwithftanding the noble defence made by the gar- 
lifbn of Turin, who deftroyed a vaft number of the French during the liege, their 

♦ SaintSimon, torn. ii. p. 163. torn. iv. p. 18. 5 Idem, torn. iv. p. »o. 

. • Siecle de Louis XIV. tom.ii. p. 194. 



means 



1JO&.] LEWIS THE FOURTEENTH. 469 

means of defence were nearly exhaufted, and their only hopes of relief were founded on 
the arrival of prince Eugene, who had innumerable difficulties to encounter before 
he could march to their affiftance. The duke of Vendome, previous to his departure, 
had fecured all the fords of the Adige, the Mincio, and the Oglio, and formed fuch lines 
and entrenchments as- would, he imagined, effectually prevent the Imperial general from 
arriving in time to relieve the city of Turin. But the prince furmounted every obfta- 
cle that oppofed his progrefs, and having paffed four great rivers in fpite of the French, 
reached the neighbourhood of Turin- on the thirteenth of Auguft. 

The Tmperialifts, being joined by the duke of Savoy, paffed the Po between Mont- 
calliere and Carignano. On the fifth of September, they took a convoy of eight hun- 
dred loaded mules ; the next day they paffed the Doria, and encamped with their right' 
on the hank of that river before Pianeffa, and their left on- the St ura before the Veneria. 
The French were intrenched, having the Stura on their right, the Dor'ra on their left, 
and a convent of Capuchins in theircenter : on the approach of the enemy, the duke of 
Orleans ftrenuofly infifted on the propriety -of marching out of the intrenchments, and 
giving them battle ; and in this bold, but prudent, propoful, he was fupported by all the 
general officers except Marfin, who had received pofitive orders from the king not to rilk 
a battle but in cafe of an attack. Thefe private inftru&ions gave great offence to the 
duke of Orleans, and occafioned diffentions among the generals, that proved fatal to the 
caufe in which they had embarked* 

On the feventh of September the confederates marched up to the intrenchments of/ 
the French, in eight columns, through a dreadful fire from forty, pieces of cannon, and^ 
formed in order of battle within half cannon-fhot of the lines. They then advanced to 
the attack with aftonifhing refolution, but met with fuch. a warm reception as feemed to- 
ftop their progrefs. Prince Eugene, perceiving this* check, threw away his ftaff of 
command, and, drawing his fword, placed himfelf at the head of the enemy's battalions 
on the left, and forced the intrenchments at the firft charge. The duke of Savoy was 
equally fuccefsful in the center; and, on the right, near Lufcingo, the horfe advanced 
through the intervals of the foot, left for that purpofe, and, breaking in with vaft impe- 
tuofity, completed the confufion of the French, who were defeated on all fides, and re- 
tired with precipitation to the oppofite banks of the Po, while the duke of Savoy en- 
tered his capital in triumph. The duke of Orleans exhibited repeated proofs of the 
moft intrepid courage, and received feveral wounds in the a&ion. Marefchal Marfin fell 
into the hands of the enemy, his thigh being Shattered with a ball, and died foon after 
the amputation. The numbers that periflied in the action and purfuit, on the part of- 
the French, have been varioufly reprefented. Voltaire afferts, that they did not lofc 
more than two thoufand men ; but the moft probable accounts make the'iF lofs amount 
to double that number : feven thoufand men, and a great number of officers-, were taken, 
together with two hundred and fifty-five pieces of cannon, orie hundred and eighty 
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mortars, an immenfe quantity of ammunition, all the tents and baggage, five thoufand, 
beads of burden, ten thoufand dragoon-horfes, and the mules of the commifTary-gene- 
ral fo richly laden, that this part of the booty alone was eftimated at three million of li- 
vres. The lofs of the allies did not exceed three thoufand men killed and difabled in the 
action, bcfides about the fame number of the garrifon of Turin which had fallen during 
the fiege. 

The court, though now accuftomed to defeat, was overwhelmed with grie/ at the news of 
this difafter, with the whole extent whereof Lewis was, for fome time, unacquainted. 
The French, indeed, derived fome littleconfolation from an ad vantage, gained about this time 
by the count de Medavy, who commanded a body of troops in the duchy of Mantua : 
that general furprifed the prince of Heffe, in the neighbourhood of Caftiglione, and 
obliged him to retire to the Adigc, with the lofs of two thoufand men ; but this victory 
was productive of no good effects. The duke of Orleans retreated into Dauphine, while 
the French garrifons were expelled from every place they occupied in Piedmont and Ita- 
ly, except Cremona, Valenza, and the caftle of Milan, which were blocked up by the 
confederates. In confequence of a treaty with the emperor Jofeph, who had fucceeded 
Leopold in the Imperial throne, thefe places were all evacuated in the fucceeding winter, 
when the troops returned to France. 

The French admirals de Teffe and de Pontis, had, in 1705, been compelled by the 
Englifh to retire from before Gibraltar, then befieged by Philip, and the greater part of 
their fleet was deftroyed. In Spain the arms of the allies were equally fuccefsful ; the 
earl of Peterborough pofleffed hiinfelf of Barcelona, and all Catalonia acknowledged 
the authority of Charles. In the enfuing campaign, Philip formed the fiege of Barce- 
lona, witli a numerous army, while the count dc Thouloufc blocked up the harbour 
with a powerful fquadron: the inhabitants, animated by the prefence of Charles, made a 
vigorous defence, and the garrifon was reinforced by fome troops from Gironne and 
other places. Bur, alter the reduction of the fort of Montjuic, the place was fo hard 
pre lied, that Charles ran the utmoil rifk of falling into the hands of the enemy ; for the 
carl of Peterborough, who had marched from Valencia, with two thoufand men, found 
if impracticable to enter t|ie city, though he contrived to maintain his poll upon the hills, 
and greatly to annoy the btfiegcrs. At length the arrival of the Englifh fleet com- 
prised the count of Thouloufe to retreat to Toulon; and, three days after his departure, 
Philip abandoned the fiege with precipitation, leaving behind him his tents, with his 
lick and wounded. That prince was afterwards compelled to evacuate Madrid, where 
ChaiJes was proclaimed king; but the latter, inftead of improving the advantage he 
had gained, loitered away his time in Barcelona, and afforded leifure to his rival to affem- 
ble his troops and rt cover the capital. 

A. D. 1707 ] Charles, however, was perfuaded to penetrate once more to Madrid, 
and to encounter the forces of Philip wherever he fhould meet them. On the thirtieth 

of 



1 707.] LEWIS THE FOURTEENTH. 47 1 

of March the allied army was aflfembled at Caudeh, to the number of fixtecn thoufand 
men, under the conduct of the marquis de las Minas, and the earl of Galway. They 
directed their march towards Yecla, and undertook the fiege of Vilena, but, at the ap- 
proach of the French, wlio were commanded by the Uuke of Berwick, natural fon to 
James the Second of England, they advanced to meet them. The two armies accord- 
ingly met on the fourteenth of April, in the plains of Almanza. The battle began about 
two in the afternoon. The Englifh and Dutch horfe, placed on the left of the allies, 
and fuftained by the Portuguefe cavalry, were attacked with great fury, and obliged, af- 
ter a gallant refiftance, to retire. The French in their turn, being hard preffed by the 
center of the ;uTies, were compelled togive way; but having broke the Portuguefe caval- 
ry on the right ot the enemy, they recovered their advantage and forced the infantry to 
fly ; while the Englifh and Dutch troops, being left naked on the flanks, were furround- 
ed and attacked on every fide. They defended themfelves with great bravery, until 
their ammunition was entirely exhaufted, when, deprived of all hope of fupply, they 
capitulated, and furrendered themfelves prifoners of war, to the amount of thirteen bat- 
talions. The Portuguefe and part of the Englifh horfe, with the infantry that guarded 
the baggage, retreated to Alcira, where they were joined by the earl of Galway, who 
had efFe&ed his efcape, with about five-and-twenty hundred dragoons. About three 
thoufand of the allied army were killed in the field, among whom were many officers of 
diitinction ; about ten thoufand prifoners, together with all the artillery, and an hundred and 
twenty colours and ftandards, fell into the hands of the French, whofe lols did not ex- 
ceed three thoufand men. The authority of the duke of Berwick was fuperfeded by the 
duke of Orleans, who arrived in the army immediately after the battle. This prince re- 
mained inactive for a confiderable time, and, at length, concluded the campaign by the 
fiegeof Lerida, which was furrendered, by capitulation, on the fecond of November. 

In Germany, meanwhile, marefchal Villars forced the lines of Buhl, reduced Raftadt, 
defeated a body of horfe, laid the duchy of Wirtemberg under contribution, took 
Stutgard and Schornderf, and routed three thoufand Germans intrenched at Lorch, un- 
der the command of general Janus, who was taken prifoner. But the duke was pre- 
vented from improving his advantage by the recal of a confiderable part of his army to 
the defence of France itfelf, which was now attacked within its limits. The duke of 
Savoy and prince Eugene had forced the paflage of the river Var, on the eleventh of 
July, at the head of thirty thoufand men, and advanced towards Toulon, whither their 
artillery and ammunition were conveyed on board of the combined fleets of England and 
Holland. But the tardy motions of the Germans, who were to have joined them, and 
the activity of France, compelled them toabandon the enterprize, and they retired, aftcrbav- 
ing bombarded the town, and convinced Lewis that his native dominions were not 
invulnerable. 

The war in Flanders was continued this campaign with little effect. The duke cf 
Marlborough had been difpatched into Saxony to fathom the defigns and conciliate the 
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friend/hip of Charles the Twelfth, king of Sweden, who had purfued, with implacable, 
enmity, and aftonifhing fuccefs, the northern powers of Europe. Having accompliih- 
ed the object of his million, the duke returned to the Netherlands, and took the field, 
in the month of May ; when the elector of Bavaria, and the duke of Vendome quitted 
their lines, and advanced to Soignies, with a view to engage the enemy in the plain of 
Fleurus. But the allies, being inferior in numbers, ftudioufly avoided an action, and no- 
thing of importance occurred during the campaign. At fea, Forbin and Du Guay- 
Trouin took and deftroyed four Englifh fhips of the line. 

A. D. 1708.] In order to divide the attention of England, Lewis refolved to make 
one more exertion in favour of the exiled branch of Stuart. Seventy tranfports, with 
fix thoufand troops, convoyed by eight men of war, failed from Dunkirk, in order to 
convey the Pretender to Scotland. But the coafb of Britain were protected by her nu- 
merous fleets ; the vigilance of her officers was alarmed ; the adherents of James were 
fecured and difarmed; and the French, after a fruitlefs attempt to land in Scotland, re- 
turned, with the lofs of one of their fhips, to Dunkirk. 

Lewis, undifmayed by this mifcarriage, made incredible effort 5 to maintain a fuperiori- 
ty on the continent during this campaign : lie affembled an army of an hundred thou- 
fand men in the Netherlands, under the command of the duke of Burgundy, preemp- 
tive heir to the throne, who was affifled by the duke of Vendome, and accompanied by 
the duke of Berry, and the Pretender, who had aflumed the appellation of the Chevalier 
Saint George. The elector of Bavaria was deftined to command the troops upon the 
Rhine, where he was feconded by the duke of Berwick ; and marefchal Villeroi was ap- 
pointed to head the forces in Dauphine. The allies betraying a difpofition to act on the 
defenfive in Germany, that they might flrengthen their army in Flanders, the duke of 
Vendome marched to Soignies, on the twenty-fifth of May, and ported himfelf within 
three leagues of the enemy, who were encamped at Billinghen and Halle. The duke of 
Marlborough having received intelligence that he was purfuing his route by Bois-Seig- 
neur-Ifaac to Braine- la- Leu, concluded his intention was to take pofton the banks of the 
Deule, to hinder the allies from paffing that river, and to occupy Louvaine. Marlbo- 
rough, therefore, commanded his army to march all night, and, on the third of June, 
encamped at Terbank, general Auverquerque fixing his quarters in the fuburbs of Lou- 
vaine, while the French advanced no farther than Genap and Braine-la-Leu. As they 
were more numerous than the confederates, and were headed by a prince of the blood, 
the generals of the allies, at firft, expected they would hazard a battle ; but their object 
was to retrieve by ftratagem the places they had loft in Flanders. 

The elector of Bavaria had acquired great popularity among the inhabitants of the 
principal towns j the count de Bergeyck, who had alfo confiderable intereft among them, 

wai 



1708.] 



LEWIS THE FOURTEEN T If. 



473 



was devoted to the houfe of Bourbon; and the citizens, naturally inconftant, and fedi- 
tioufly difpofed, were, at this time, particularly diffatisfied with the L'utch government-. 
The. duke of Vendome refolved to profit by thefe circumftancc?. : a detachment of 
troops, under brigadiers la Taille and Paftcur, furprized the city of Ghent, in which 
there was no garrilon ; and, at the fame time, the count do la Motte, with a flrong body 
of forces, appeared before Bruges, which was furrendercd to him without oppofition : he- 
then made a fruitlefs attempt upon Damme, and marched to the frnaii fort of Plaffen- 
dahl, which he took by affault. 

A flrong detachment having been fent towards Tubize, the duke of Marlborough 
marched from Tcrbank, paffed the canal, and encamped at Anderlech. The French 
croffed the Seine at Halle and Tubize, and the allies refolved to attack them next morn- 
ing ; but they paffed the Dander in the night, with great expedition, and Marlborough 
next day encamped at Afche, where lie was joined by prince Eugene, who had marched 
thither, with a confiderable reinforcement of Germans from the Mofelle. The French, 
apprized of the prince's approach, determined to reduce Oudenarde, the only pafs on the 
Schelde poffeffed by the allies ; and they invefte'd it on the ninth of July, hoping to re- 
duce it before Eugene could effect a junction with Marlborough. But the latter was 
immediately in motion, and made a furprizing march from Afche as far as Herfelingen, 
where he was joined by the reinforcement. He then took poffeffion of the ftrong camp 
at LefTines, which the French had intended to occupy, in order to cover the fiege of 
Oudenarde. 

Thus difappointed, the French generals altered their refolution, abandoned Oudenarde, 
and began to pafs the Schelde at Gavre. The generals of the allies having determined^ 
to bring them to action, Cadogan was fent, with fixteen battalions and eight fquadrons, 
to repair the roads, and throw bridges over the Schelde, below Oudenarde. The allied, 
army was in motion early in the morning, and marched with fuch rapidity that by two 
in the afternoon the horfe had reached the bridges over which Cadogan and his detach- 
ment were paffihg. The French, during thefe movements of the enemy, had pofted 
feven battalions in the village of Heynem, fituated on the banks of the Schelde, and the 
houfhold troops were drawn up in order of battle on the adjacent plain, oppofite to a 
body of troops, tinder general Rantzaw, who was pofted behind a rivulet that emptied-, 
itfelf into the river. 



It was the intention of the duke of Vendome to attack the confederates when one half 
of their army fhould have paffed the Schelde; but he was thwarted by the duke of Bur- 
gundy, who feemed to be perplexed and irrefolute. He had ordered the troops to hair 
on their march to Gavre, as if he had not yet determined how to act, and he now re- 
called the fquadrons from the plain, refolved to avoid a battle. Vendome remonftrated 
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again ft this conduft ; and the difpute between them continued till three in the afternoon, 
by which time the greater part of the allied army had patted the Schelde without oppo- 
fition. The duke of Burgundy then expreffed his determination to engage, and Ven- 
dome fubmitted to his opinion with great reluctance, as the opportunity was now loft, 
and the army not yet formed. 

General Grimaldi was ordered to attack. Rantr.aw with the horfe of the king's houf- 
hold, who, finding the rivulet marfhy, refufed to charge, and retired to the right. 
Meanwhile Cadogan attacked the village of Heynem, which he took, with three of the 
feven battalions by which it was defended. The confederates ftill continued to pafs the 
river, but few or none of their infantry came upon the field till five in the afternoon, 
when the duke of Argyle arrived with twenty battalions, which were immediately at- 
tacked, with great fpirit and impetuofity, by the French, who were, by this time, drawn 
up in order of battle ; and the allies being formed as they paffed the river, both armies 
were engaged through the whole extent of their lines about feven in the evening. 

Europe had not, for many years, produced two fuch noble armies : upwards of one 
hundred general officers appeared in the field, and two hundred anJ fifty colonels fought 
at the head of their refpeftive regiments. The number of the French exceeded that of 
the allies by twelve thoufand ; but their generals were divided ; their forces ill-difpofcd ; 
and their men difpirited by the uninterrupted fuccefs of their adverfjries. They feemed, 
from the beginning, averfe from an engagement, and acted with indecifion and precipi- 
tation. Neverthelefs they maintained their ground with great courage, until general Au- 
verquerque and count Tilly, who commanded on the left of the allies, obliged the right of 
the French to give way ; and the prince of Orange and count Oxenfticrn attacked them in 
flank with the Dutch infantry. They then began to retire in great confufion. The 
duke of Vendome, alighting from his hoife, rallied the broken battalions, called the 
officers by name, conjured them to maintain the honour of their country, and an i mat- 
ted tlie men by his exhortations and example ; but all his efforts proved fruitlefs ; the 
confufion encreafed ; fome regiments were cut to pieces ; others defired to capitulate ; 
*nd, but for the intervention of night, their whole army muft have been ruined. 

When it became fo dark as to render it impoffible to diftinguifh fiiends from foes, the 
generals, on either fide, ordered their troops to ceafe firing, and the French took this op- 
portunity of clcaping, by the road which leads from Oudenarde to Ghent. The 
officers, unable to rally their troops, formed a rear-guard of about five-and-twenty 
fquadrons and as many battalions, with which they fecured their retreat. To this prudent 
precaution the fafety of the army was entirely owing; for, at day-break, the duke of 
Marlborough fent a Jarge detachment of horfe and foot, under generals Bulau and Lum- 
ley, topurfue the fugitives; but the hedges and ditches that Ikirted the road were lined 
with the French grenadiers in fuch a manner, that the enemy's cavalry could not form, 
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and they were, therefore, obliged to return. The French reached Ghent about eight in 
the morning, and, marching through the city, encamped at Lovendegen on the canal. 
There they caft up intrenchments, upon which they planted their artillery, which they 
had left at Gavre with their heavy baggage. About three thoufand were (lain in the 
field of battle ; two thoufand deferted, and about feven thoufand were made prifoners, in- 
cluding a great number of officers ; ten pieces of cannon, more than a hundred ftandards 
and colours, and four thoufand horfe, alfo fell into the hands of the enemy. The lofs 
of the allies did not amount to two thoufand men, nor was- one officer of diftinclion 
killed on their fide during the whole engagement. After the confederates had refted two 
davs on the field of battle, a detachment was ordered to level the French lines between 
Ypres and Lys ; another was fent to levy contributions as far as Arras, and flruck terror 
even into the city of Paris. While the allies plundered the province of Picardy, a de- 
tachment from the French army, under the chevalier de Rozen, made an irruption 
into Dutch- Flanders; broke through the lines of Bervliet, which had been left un- 
guarded, and made a defcent upon the iiland of Caiandt, which they laid under con- 
tribution, 

The generals of the allies, determined to improve their advantage, now undertook an 
enterprize which greatly aftonifhed the French, who confidered it as an aft of inexcus- 
able temerity. This was the fiege of Lille, the ftrongeft town in Flanders, provided 
with every neceffary for fuftaining and repelling an attack, and defended by a numerous 
garrifon of the belt troops in France, commanded by marefchal Boufflers in perfon. But 
thefe were not the principal difficulties which the allies had to encounter: the French 
had cut off all communication between them and their magazines at Antwerp and 
Sas-van-Ghent ; fo that they were obliged to bring their convoys from Oftend along a 
narrow caufeway, expofed to the attacks of an army more numerous than their own. 

On the thirteenth of Auguft Li fie was inverted, on one fide, by prince Eugene, and^ 
on the other, by tne prince of Orange-Naflau, ftadtholder of Friefland, while the duke 
of Marlborough encamped at Helchin to cover the fiege. The trenches were opened 
on the twenty-fecond of Auguft, and the operations were conduced with that fpirit and 
alacrity which victory and fuccefs feldom fail to infpire. The dukes of Burgundy and 
Vendome, being now joined by the duke of Berwick, refolved, if poffible, to relieve the 
place. Marlborough, apprized of their intentions, and reinforced by a detachment frora, 
the befieging army, in which Auguftus, king of Poland, and the landgrave of Heffe, 
ferved as volunteers, marcUed out of his lines to give them battle; but the French 
declined an engagement, and the allies returned to their camp, which they fortified 
with an intrenchment, extending from the mill of Noyelle to the mill of Fretin. 

On the feventh of September the befiegers too by affault the counterfcarp of Lifle^ 
after an obftinate action, in which they loft a thoufand men. The French generals,. 
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meanwhile, continued to hover about the camp of the confederates, which they actually 
cannonaded, on the eleventh, with twelve pieces of cannon, directing their fire chiefly 
againft the village of Entieres, which lay before the. principalintrenchment of the allies, 
and was fortified with ftrong works. The duke of Marlborough again fent for affift- 
ance to prince Eugene, and prepared for action ; but Vendome only defigned to harafs 
the allies with continual alarms, and interrupt the operations of the fiege. He endea- 
voured to furprize the town of Aeth, by means of a fecret correfpondence which he 
maintained in the place, hut the confpiracy was difcovered before it took effect. The 
French then cut off - all communication between the befiegers and the Scheldt, the banks 
of which they fortified with ftrong entrenchments, and a prodigious number of cannon, 
fo that the confederates were reduced to the necefiity of drawing all their ftores and am- 
munition from Oftend. 

On the twenty-firft of September, prince Eugene, who was in the trenches, feeing 
his troops driven by the French from a lodgment they had made on the counterfcarp of 
the tenaille, rallied and led them back to the charge ; but receiving a wound over the 
left eye from a mufket-fhot, he was obliged to retire, and the conduct of the fiege, as 
well as the command of the covering army, devolved, for fome days, on the duke of 
Marlborough. On the twenty- third the tenaille was ftormed by the enemy, and a 
lodgment made along the covered way. 

The fiege having lafted a confideruble time, and the garrifon, having fuftained various 
aflaults, and kept up a prodigious fire, now began to experience a want of ammunition. 
Marefchal Boufflers having found means to make the duke of Vendome acquainted with 
this circumftance, a detachment of fourteen fquadrons was fent from the army, under 
the command of the chevalier dc Luxembourg, and each trooper carried with him a bag 
of powder, weighing forty pounds. They were difcovered in their attempt to pafs 
through the camp of the befiegers, who purlued them to the gates of the town, into 
which about three hundred of them were admitted ; but a great number of them were 
killed by the confederates. 

The duke of Vendome, receiving information that the cnemv expected a confiderable 
coivoy f rom Oitend, refolved to make an attempt to intercept it. For this purpofc, 
the count de la Motte marched from Ghent, with about two-and-twenty thoufand men, 
to attack the troops appointed to elcort the convoy, who did not exceed fix thoufand. 
But genercl Webb, who commanded thein, made luch an able difpofition for receiving 
the French, near 1 the wood of Wycmlale, that, after a very warm action, that lafted 
two hours, de la Motte drew oft his men, with the lofs of four thoufand, while that of 
the allies amounted only to nine hundred and twelve, in killed and wounded. This was 
the moil honourable exploit performed, by the allies, during the whole war, and of fuch 
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confequence to them, that, had the convoy been taken, the fiege of Lifle rauft have 
been raifed. 

The duke of Vendome ordered the dykes between Bruges and Nieuport to be cut, fo 
as to lay the whole country under water, in hope of deftroying the communication be- 
tween Oftend and the camp of the confederates ; and, after a regular fiege, he took a 
body of Britifh troops ported in the village of Leffinghen, by whofe means the convoy 
liad been forwarded to the duke of Marlborough. But all thefe efforts were unavailing; 
the garrifon was reduced to the laft extremity ; on the twenty-fecond of October mare- 
fchal Boufflers propofed terms of capitulation for the city of Lifle; next day the articles 
were figned; on the twenty-fifth the allies took poffeffion of the place, and the maicfchal 
retired into the citadel with the remains of the.garrifon, which, from twelve thoufand, 
was now reduced to lefs than fix. 

Though Vendome had hitherto failed in all his attempts to impede the progrefs of the 
allies, he did not defpair of ftill obliging them to abandon their cnterprize. The elector 
of Bavaria, with a detachment of ten thoufand men, marched to Bruffcls, and attacked the 
counterfcarp with great fury ; but he wasrepulfed by the garrifon, under the command 
of general Pafchal, and retired with precipitation, as foon as he learnt that the duke of 
Marlborough was advancing to the relief of the place. No farther attempt was made ; 
the befiegers having made lodgments and raifed batteries on the fecond counterfcarp of 
the citadel, Boufflers capitulated on the eighth of December ; and, on the tenth, the gar- 
rifon marched out with the honours of war, and were conducted to Douai. 

The French generals, convinced that the allies, fatisfied with the immenfe advantages 
they had already obtained, would undertake no enterprize of confequence at that ad- 
vanced feafon of the year, diftributed their troops into winter quarters, and returned to 
Paris. But their indefatigable antagonirts were refolved to ftrike another ftroke of im- , 
portance before the feparation of their troops. On the twentieth of December they in- 
verted the city of Ghent on all fides ; and on the thirteenth., when the batteries were 
ready to open, the count de la Motte, who commanded the garrifon, defired to capitu- 
late. On the third of the next month he marched out, with thirty battalions and fixteen 
fquadrons, which were conducted to Tournay ; while the duke of Argyle, with fix 
Britifh battalions, took poffeffion of the town and citadtl. The French then evacuated 
Bruges, Plaffendahl, and Leffengen ; and the generals of the allies repaired to Holland, 
leaving their forces under the command of count Tilly. Lewis was confounded and 
difmayed at thefe conquefts in the Netherlands; nor was he eafy on' the fide of Dau- 
phine, where, notwithftanding the vigilance and activity of Villars, the duke of Savoy 
made himfelf matter of Exilles, La Peroufe, the valley of Saint Martin, and Feneftrelles ; 
fo that, by the end of the campaign, he had fecurcd a barrier to his own frontiers, and 
opened a way into the French provinces, after having made adiverfion in favour of king 
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Charles, by obliging the French to fend a ftrong detachment from Roufillon to the af- 
fiftance of Villars. 

In Catalonia the duke of Orleans was oppofed by count Staremberg, notwithftand- 
ing whofe efforts he reduced the towns of Tortofa and Denia ; but thefe loffes were 
abundantly made up to the allies by the conquefts of Sardinia and Minorca. 

The ill-fuccefs of this campaign may, in fome meafure, be afcribed to the jealoufy and 
difTentions which prevailed among the generals of the French army. The duke of 
Burgundy was nominal commander in chief, but, in facSr, he was rendered wholly fubfer- 
vient to the duke of Vendome, who feemed to take pleafure in combating his opinions, 
and in difplaying the power with which he was inverted over the prince 7 . Burgundy, 
indeed, wanted the experience that was neceffary for the flation in which he was placed; 
but his rank, and ftill more his virtues, required that any advice which was offered him 
fhould be given with decency and refpecSt, and that all public reproaches from his infe- 
riors fhould be ftudioufly avoided. The duke was remarkably flricSt in obferving all the 
duties of his religion ; which occafioned the count of Gamache, one of thofe free- 
fpeakers who think wit a fufficient apology for impertinence, to tell him aloud, one day 
as he was returning with him from mafs — " Ton will obtain the kingdom of heaven, my 
" lord ; but as for the kingdoms of the earth, thofe Eugene and Marlborough know befl how 
** to fecurc*." 

Towards the end of the battle of Oudenarde, the general officers having afTembled 
around the duke of Vendome, to deliberate on the befl: mode of proceeding, at fuch a 
conjuncture, the duke of Burgundy offered his opinion ; but Vendome immediately flop- 
ped his mouth, by exclaiming — «« Rccollecl, you was only permitted to come here on condition 
" that you would obey me V Every body was aflonifhed at this infolence ; but the 
prince, who was fenfible that he muft either proceed to extremities, or pafs it over in fi- 
lence, had fufficient command of his temper to fuffer it to pafs unnoticed. Vendome 
proceeded to expatiate on the circumflances of the battle, and to maintain that it was not 
lofl, but as one part of the army had not engaged, it was proper to remain at their poft 
during the night, and renew the attack the next morning. The generals all liflened in 
filence to a man who would not brook contradiction, and who had jufl fhewn the vio- 
lence of his temper to the preemptive heir to the throne. At length the count D'Ev- 
reux, a young man, patronifed by Vendome, broke filence to exprefs his approbation 



7 Saint Simon, torn. iv. p. 158. — Memoires de Noailles, torn. iv. p. 338. 
• A couplet was circulated, about this period, at the duke's expence, advifing him to ftick to his devotion ; and, 
<r> content himfelf with praying for the army he was inadequate to command. — Recutil de la Rtgence, p. 3 j. 

s D'Argenfon, p. 150.— Saint Simon, torn. iv. p. 125. 
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of the duke's propofal. During the conference, officers arrived from all quarters with 
an account that the confufion into which the troops were thrown had hecome general; 
they, therefore, defired that the duke would come to a fpeedy decifion, fhewing, at the 
fame time, that they were convinced of the neceffity of a retreat. Vendome, with fury 
in his countenance, and rage in his heart, exclaimed — " Well, gentlemen, fince you are 
*' determined to retreat, it mult even be fo. As for you" — purfued he, addrefiing himfelf 
to the duke of Burgundy, on whom he call; a look of indignation and contempt — " you 
" have long had an inclination to retreat." He immediately fet fpurs to his horfe, 
galloped to Ghent as faft as he could, eat his fupper, went quietly to bed, and left the 
conduct of the retreat to whoever chofc to undertake it. 

Far different was the conduct of Boufflers, during the fiege of Lifle. Brave, vigilant, 
and modeft; calm in the midil of dangers, he gave his orders, in the mod critical fitua- 
tions, with as much coolnefs as if he had been in his own private apartment. No dif- 
after, however calamitous or unexpected, could throw him off his guard; nothing ef- 
caped his penetration and forefight ; and he forgot nothing in the hour of execution. 
His equity, goodnefs, politenefs, and rectitude fecured him univerfal elteem. He was 
eafy oi communication ; attentive to all who confulted him ; patient in fubmitting to a 
free declaration of opinions, however different from his own ; fcrupulous in afcribing the 
effects of good advice to thofe who had given it, and in paying the honour due to fplen- 
did atchievements to thofe who had performed them. 

The pains which he took in diftributing the ammunition and provifions to the garri- 
fon, and in fuoerintending the hofpitals, which he regularly vifited, rendered him an ob- 
ject of veneration to the foldiers and citizens, the latter of whom he formed into regi- 
ments, and fo trained them to military difcipline, that they became as good troops as the 
regulars. He chearfully fubmitted to all kinds of fatigue, particularly if it tended to 
alleviate the labour of others. He always flept in his cloaths during the attacks ; and 
from the commencement of the fiege to the final furrender of the citadel — a period of 
four months — he did not go to bed more than three times. He wascenfured by many 
for expofing his perfon more than a general ought : but this he did by way of example. 
Though he received feveral flight wounds, he did not alter his conduct ; but a wound in 
the head having brought him to the ground, he was conveyed, in fpite of himfelf, to 
the governor's refidence. It was propofed to bleed him, hut lie refufed to undergo the 
operation, through fear that it would fo far deprive him of his firength as to prevent 
him from purfuing his daily avocations, which he would have continued as ufual, had 
he not, when preparing to leave his apartment, found the houfe furrounded by foldiers, 
who unanimoufly exclaimed, that if they fhould fee him before the expiration of four- 
and-twenty hours, they would all forfake their pofts. He was therefore obliged to take 
repofe ; and when he afterwards appeared abroad, he was received with fuch teftiraonies 
of joy as baffle all defcuiption. 



4.80 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [l7°9« 

His tabic was plentifully flocked, becaufe his company was large ; but, with regard to 
the quality of his food, he faFed like the reft of the garrifon. The more delicate 
kinds of provifions he always fent to the fick. Befides the money he took with him to 
Lifle, he borrowed confiderable fums, all which he diftributed among the officers and fol- 
diers, not with oftentation, but with an admirable fimplicity, that enhanced the value of 
the gifts 10 . He would have buried himfelf beneath the ruins of the place, had he not 
received orders from the king to furreinler, that the garrifon might be preferved. When 
he marched out, prince Eugene faid to him—'* I take glory to myfelf far having reduced 
" Ltjle, but I would much rather have defended it like you." 

A. D. 1709.] At that period of life when the expectation of repofe is founded on 
reafon, the care of averting calamities, or of providing a remedy for exifting evils, be- 
comes a pain : misfortunes prefs hard on the boforn of age. Few monarchs have expe- 
rienced greater difarters than Lewis in the laft years of his life. The horrors of war, 
the mifery of his people, the neceffary augmentation of imports, domertia embarraff- 
ments — all combined with the death of perfons who were raoft dear to him to fill his 
mind with anxiety, and his heart with grief. The lofTes he had fullained during the laft 
campaign, were aggravated by the rigours of a winter, fevere beyond all example. The 
cold was fo exceffive as to occafion the death of many perlons, both in town and coun- 
try ; and, to complete the dirtrefs in which the kingdom .was involved, a hard froft, ra- 
pidly fucceeding a fudden thaw, killed all the corn which had till then been protected 
from the injuries of the weather by a thick covering of fnow. The farmers were re- 
duced to the neceffity of ploughing their grounds afrefh, and of fowing them with bar- 
ley and oats, and the bread made of thefe materials was afterwards found to have a fen- 
fible effect on the health of the perfons who eat it ". The refources of the ftate were 
exhaufted; its credit annihilated ; and the king, who had been idolized by his people in 
the hour of profperity, now totally loft his popularity. 

This combination of calamitous occurrences had reduced Lewis to fuch a ftate of hu- 
^miliation, that he was willing to facrifice all his projects of ambition to the attainment 
of peace. He, accordingly, difpatched the prefident Rouille privately to Holland, with 
general propofals of peace, and the offer of a good barrier to the ftates-general, whom 
be ftill flattered himfelf with the hope of detaching from the confederacy. But finding 
this effort ineffectual, he fent the marquis de Torci, his fecretary for foreign affairs, to 
the Hague, with frefh and fpecilic offers. That minifter declared that his mafter would 
confent to the demolition of Dunkirk : that he would abandon the Englifh pretender, 
and difmifs him from his dominions : that he would acknowledge the queen of Eng- 
land's title, and the Protefhnt fucceffion : that he would renounce all pretenfions to the 

«• Saint Simon, tonr. iv. p. » Contin. dc Mezerai, torn. ii. p. jxf, 
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Spanifh monarchy, and cede the towns in the Netherlands, demanded by the ftates- 
general for their barrier : that he would make the treaty of Ryfwick the bafis of his ac- 
commodation with the emperor, and even demolilh the fortifications of Strafbnrgh. 

Thefe offers, it muft be confeffed, were liberal and fatisfactory, inafmuch as they tend- 
ed to remove thofe dangers, and to obviate thole inconveniencies, the dread of which had 
firft occafioned the war. Had they been accepted, the power of Lewis would have been 
fufficiently checked, and his ambition retrained by bounds that he could not eafily have 
furpaffed. But the allies, inflated with fuccefs, infilled upon the reftitution of Upper 
and Lower Alface to the empire ; upon the reftitution of Strafburgh in its prefent con- 
dition ; upon the ceflion of the town and territory of Lifle; and ori the demolition of 
Dunkirk, New Brifac, Fort Louis, and Hunningen. In vain did Torci exert his abili- 
ties to obtain more reasonable terms; in vain did he appeal to the avarice of the duke 
of Marlborough, and tempt him by an offer of four millions of livres ; his Solicitations 
and his offers were alike rejected ; and he was compelled, from the consideration that his 
country was totally exhaufted, to fign thofe articles upon which the minifters of the al- 
lies infifled, as preliminaries 12 . 

But when thefe propoSals were Submitted to Lewis, he experienced the complicated 
pangs of grie f , fhame, and indignation. He rejected the preliminaries with difdain, and 
even deigned to Submit his conduct to the judgment of his Subjects. His offers were 
publiflied, together with the demands of the allies. His people intereffed themfelvcs in 
the glory of their fovereign, and exclaimed againft the cruelty and arrogance of his ene- 
mies. Though impoverifhed and half-ftarved by the war, they expreffed thcirdetermination 
to expend their whole fubftance in his fupport, and rather to fight his battles without 
pay, than reduce him to the neceffity of complying with fuch di (honourable terms. 
The preliminaries being rejected by Lewis, Rouille was ordered to quit Holland in 
four-and- twenty hours ; and the generals of the confederates refolved to open the cam- 
paign without farther hefitation' 3 . 

The king once more prepared to encounter the hoftile armies of the confederates in 
the Netherlands. He derived fome refource from the diftrefled Situation of his king- 
dom ; for the peafanjs, unable to obtain Subfiftancc in the country, quitted the plough 
for the Sword ; and while a confiderable quantity oS land remained uncultivated, a nu- 
merous army was Sormed, and mareSchal Villars, being recalled from Savoy to take the 
command, affembled the troops in the plains of Lens, where he began to throw up tn- 
trenchments. The allies, whofe army amounted to one hundred and ten thoufand fight- 
ing men, having reconnoitred his Situation, and found that he could not be attacked 

'* Si^cle de Louis XIV. torn. ii. p. 226. '3 Idem, ibid. p. 227. 
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with any probability of fuccefs, refolved to undertake the fiege of Tournay, the garri- 
fon of which Villars had weakened. They accordingly made a feint upon Ypres, in 
order to divert the attention of the French to that quarter, while they fuddenly inverted 
Tournay, on the twenty-feventh of June. Though the garrifon did not exceed twelve 
incomplete battalions, and four fquadrons of dragoons, the place was fo ftrong, both by 
art and nature, and Surville, the governor, was a man of fuch abilities, that the fiege 
was protracted, contrary to the expectation of the allies, and coft them a great number 
of men, notwithstanding all the precautions that could be taken for the fafety of 
the troops. 

As the befiegers proceeded by the method of fap, their miners were frequently met by 
thofe of the French under ground, and fought with bayonet and piftol. The volunteers, 
on both fides, were anxious to undertake this dangerous fervice, and to encounter their 
adverfaries, in the midft of mines and counter-mines ready primed for explofion. Some- 
times they were fet fire to by accident, and fometimes fprung by defign ; fo that great 
numbers of thofe brave men were ftifled below, and whole battalions blown into the air, 
or buried in the rubbifh. On the twenty-eighth of July, the befiegers having effected 
a practicable breach, and made the neceffary difpofitions for a general affault, Surville 
furrendered the town, and retired with the garrifon into the citadel. He there defend- 
ed himfelf, with extraordinary vigour, until the thirteenth of Auguft, when he was re- 
duced to the neceflity of furrendering himfelf and h'r garrifon prifoners of war, though 
they were permitted to return to France, on giving their parole that they would not 
act in the field until a fimilar number of the allies fhould be releafed. 

The confederates next determined to reduce the fortrefs of Mons. With this view 
they parted the Schelde, on the third of December, and detached the prince of Hefle to 
attack the French lines, from the Haiine to the Sombre, which were abandoned at his 
approach. On the feventh of September marefchal Boufflers arrived in the camp at 
Quieviain: anxious to aflift with his fervices that army on which the fate of the king- 
dom feemed to depend, he had generoufly offered to act as an aid-du-camp to Villars, 
though his fuperior in rank ,4 . The duke of Marlborough having received advice that 
the French were on their march to attack the advanced body of the allies, under the 
prince of Heffe, decamped from Havre upon the Haifne, in order to protect that detach- 
ment. On the ninth the two armies came fo near to each other, that a mutual cannon- 
ading enfued. > 

The French generals had ported their left wing, commanded by Villars himfelf, to- 
wards Blangies, in the neighbourhood of Malplaquet, having before them the woods of 



■4 Rrtoulet, torn. viii. p. 290.— Ltttres de Maintenon, torn. v. p. 14$. 
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Blangies and Sart. Their center was ported before Erquennes and Tainieres; and the 
right wing, under marefchal Boufflers, was flanked by the wood of Sanfart. The open 
fpace between the two woods was about three hundred paces in breadth; an intrench- 
ment was thrown up acrofs it, and before that intrenchment was a village enclofed by 
ditches and thick hedges. The woods on both wings were felled and intrenched., and a 
hundred pieces of cannon were ported in the avenues. 

The numbers of both armies are varioully re p re fen ted : the French hiflorians make 
the Englifh amount to eighty thoufand, and their own to feventy ; but it is certain that 
the Englifh had nearly one hundred and twenty thoufand, and, if our own writers may 
be credited, the French were at leaft equal in number. Be that as it may, the confede- 
rates encamped with their right near Sart and Bleron, and their left on the edge of the 
wood of Lagniere, their head quarters being at Blaregnies. 

The French were indefatigable in fortifying their camp, and in encreafing its natural 
ftrength by triple intrenchments ; in fhort, they were fo protected by lines, hedges, in- 
trenchments, and cannon, and trees laid acrofs, that they feemed to be quite inacceflihle. 
Had the confederates attacked on the ninth, before they had begun to fecure their camp, 
they would have had fewer difficulties to encounter ; but they deferred the action, in or- 
der to wait the arrival of a reinforcement they expected from Tournay. Thefe troops 
having joined them, on the morning of the eleventh of September, under favour of a 
thick fog, they erected batteries on each wing, and in the center, and about eight o'clock, 
the weather clearing up, the attack began. 

Eighty-fix battalions, on the right of the allies, commanded by general Schuylem- 
burg, and the duke of Argyle, and fupported by two-and-twenty battalions, under count 
Lottum, attacked the left wing of the French with fuch vigour, that, notwithftanding 
the ftrength of their lines and the prefence of Villars, they were driven from their in- . 
trenchments, in lefs than an hour, into the woods of Sart and Tainieres. The prince 
of Orange and baron Fagel, with fix-and-thirty Dutch battalions, advanced againlt the 
right of the French, commanded by Boufflers, ported in a wood, and covered by three in- 
trenchments. Here the battle was maintained with the moft defperate courage on both 
fides. The Dutch drove the French from the firft intrenchment, but were repulfed 
from the fecond with great flaughter. The prince of Orange, however, perfifted in his 
efforts with incredible perfeverance and intrepidity, even after two horfes had been killed 
under him, and the greater part of his officers either flain or difabled. The French dif- 
played, in this part of the field, a pertinacious valour that bordered on defpair ; till fee- 
ing their lines forced by the enemy, their left wing and center giving way, and their 
general, Villars, dangeroufly wounded, they made an excellent retreat, neither confufed 
nor precipitate, towards Bavay, under the conduct of Boufflers, and took port between 
Quefnoy and Valenciennes. 

3 P 2 The 
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The field of battle the French abandoned to the confederates, with about forty co- 
lours and ftandards, fixteen pieces of cannon, and a confiderable number of pritoners. 
But the victory was dearly purchafed : they loft in the action above twenty tboufand of 
their beft troops ; whereas the lofs of the French fcarcely exceeded eight thoufand. On 
the fide of the allies, count Lottum, general Trettau, count Oxenftiern, and the mar- 
quis of Tullibardine were killed, with many other officers of diftincTion. Prince Eugene 
was flightly wounded in the head, and general Webb in the groin. In the French army 
the chevalier de Saint George (the Pretender) charged twelve times with the houfhold 
troops, and in the laft received a wound, from a fword, in the arm. Marefchal Villars, 
on his return to court, afferted, with great confidence, that if he had not been difabled 
the confederates muft certainly have been defeated ; but nobody gave credit to his aiTer- 
tion ; and, indeed, when the abilities of Boufflers, who fucceeded him in the com- 
mand, are confidered, few perfons will be difpofed to afcribe the lofs of the battle to 
his abfence. 

That the allies had not gained a barren victory, as was afferted by the French, became 
manifeft from their fubfequent conduct and fuccefs. On the twentieth of September 
they inverted Mons ; and though the fiege lafted upwards of a month, the French army 
made no attempt to relieve the town, or interrupt the operations of the confederates. 
The place was accordingly furrendered by capitulation on the twenty-third ot October, 
when the garrifon marched out with the honours of war. 

The enemy not only continued to make themfelves m afters of all the barriers of 
France, but endeavouredto penetrate into the heart ot the kingdom by entering it at either 
extremity. But general Merci having received orders to penetrate into Aliace by the 
way of Bafil, was met and defeated, on the twenty-fixth ot Auguft, near the ifland of 
Neuburg on the Rhine, by the count, afterwards marefchal, de Bourg. Merci loft two 
thoufand men in the action, and was compelled to retire to Fribourg. 

. In Piedmont, the precautions taken by the duke of Berwick impeded the progrefs of 
the enemy, and entirely fruilrated the defigns of maref«hal Thaun on the city of Brian- 
con. The French were equally fuccefsful in fupprefling an infurrection in the Vi- 
vares : one of the leaders of the malecontents was broken alive IS ; three-and-twenty 

were 

*5 The term generally ufed, " To beak upon tht ■wheel," conveys an improper idea, for the criminal is not broken 
npnn the wheel. The operation is performed on a wooden platform, raifed fix orfeven feet from the ground, on 
which the criminal is extended on his back.. Thole parts of the limbs, immediately above and below the parts def- 
tijied to be broken, are laid upon, fmall beams, for the purpofe of giving better effect to the ftroke of the execu- 
tioner; eight blows, ftricken with uncommon quicknefs, complete the bufinefs. The criminal is then tied, with 
his broken limbs bent under him, upefti a wheel fixed on the top of a polcj from ten to fifteen feet high, erected 
either io the market-place, or on the fpet where the crime was perpetrated. If the crime be of inferior magni- 
tude, 



1710.] 



LEWIS THE FOURTEENTH. 



485 



were hanged, and many more fent to the gallies. The allies had long been endeavour- 
ing to procure from the pope a formal acknowledgment of the archduke's title to the 
Spanifh throne, which hisholinefs had hitherto deferred, under various pretences, in the 
hope that fortune would declare in favour of the houfeof Bourbon ; but, at length, the 
emperor having intimated his intention of fending his army into winter quarters, in 
the papal territories, Clement the Eleventh folemnly acknowledged Charles as king of 
Spain, Naples, and Sicily. 

A. D. 1 710.] The calamitous ftate of his kingdom had induced Lewis to renew ths 
negotiations for a peace. He again deigned to become a fupplicant, and made fuch pro- 
pofals as ought to have met with a favourable reception. He offered to ratify and con- 
firm the pope's acknowledgment of the archduke ; to afford no kind of affiftance to his 
grandlon Philip ; to give up four cautionary towns in Flanders, as a fecurity for Philip's 
evacuation of Spain ; to renounce the fovereignty of Alface; to reftore Strafburgh and 
Brifac ; to raze all his fortreffes from Bafil to Philipfburgh ; to demolifh the fortifica- 
tions and fill up the harbour of Dunkirk ; and to leave the fhtes-general in poffef- 
fion of Lille, Tournai, Ypres, Menin, Fumes, Conde, and Maubeuge. Such were- 
tlie principal points that were deftined to ferve as a bails for the peace he implored. 

Plenipotentiaries were appointed by the allies to open a conference on the fubjecl with 
the minifters or Lewis, in the fmall town of Gertruydenberg. The interefts of France 
were entrufted by the king to marefchal D'Uxelles, a man cool and filent, and polieffed 
of more prudence than ipirit ; and the abbe, afterwards cardinal, de Polignac, one of the 
fir ft wits andgreatelt orators of the age, graceful, perfuafive, and infiuuating. But nei- 
ther the wifdom of the one nor the wit of the other could fubdue the phlegmatic obftinacy 
cf the Dutch, or the more artful, though not lets interefted, policy of the other allies. 
The French plenipotentiaries were received with infults, and treated with infolence ; 
their propofals were rejected as vague and unfatisfa£tory ; and even the promife which they 
made, that Lewis fhonld affift the enemy with money to effeel the depofition of his 
grandfon, was difregarded. The allies had the indecency to require that he flrould pro- 
mote, within the fhort fpace^of two months, the expulfioD of Philip from Spain, by 
force of arms. The negociation was of courfe broken off. 

Thefe conferences did not retard the operations ef the campaign. The allies, having 
affembled their forces, advanced, on the twenty-feventh of April, to Pont-a-Vendin, in- 
order to attack the French lines which had been there efbblilhed, with a view to covec 

tude, the executioner is infhu&ed to kill the criminal by a blow on the breaft, (called the coup rfe ?mct) before fca 
jjexpofed on the wheel; in other cafes he is fuffered to expire on the wheel, in the greatefr. agonies. The French* 
term cannot jtiftify the erroneous expreffionof buaking upon the -wheel, for tfw fenteace always runs thua; "d'etre 
41 lotnpu i'if," To be broken Jive. 
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Douai and other frontier towns, which were threatened by the confederates. The troops 
left for their defence, unable to cope with the fuperior force of the enemy, retired at their 
approach ; and the allies, having thrown bridges over the Scarpe, one divifion, under the 
duke of Marlborough, palled that river, and encamped at Vitri. Prince Eugene re- 
mained on the other fide, and invefted Douai, while the French retired towards Cambrai. 
Marefchnl Villars, who ftill commanded the French army, the numbers of which were 
augmented by the fame caufc which had rendered it numerous the preceding year, palled 
the Schelde, as foon as he had collected his forces, and encamped at Bouchain, with an 
avowed determination of bringing the enemy to action. He accordingly advanced, in order 
of battle, but having reconnoitred the fituation of the confederates, he marched back to 
the heighths of Saint Laurence, where he fixed his camp. 

The object of Villars was, by continual alarms, to interrupt the fiege of Douai, 
which was vigoroufly defended by a numerous garrifon, under the command of Alber- 
gotti, who made various fallies, conducted with vigour and judgment, in which the enemy 
loft a great number of men. They were likewife repulfed in feveial affaults, but ftill 
proceeded witli equal fpirit and pei feverance, until the befieged, being reduced to the la ft 
extremity, were obliged to capitulate, on the twenty-fixth of June, fifty days after the 
trenches had been opened. The allies next laid liege to Bcthune, which was invefted 
on the fifteenth of July, and furrendered on the twenty-ninth of Auguft Villars, who 
was polled within ftrong lines, extending from Arras to Miramont, had marched out of 
his intrenchments, with a view to raife the fiege ; but he did not think proper to rifk an 
engagement. \ After the reduction of Bethune, the allies clofed the campaign, by the 
fiege of Aire and Saint Venant, which made but little refiftance. 

On the Rhine and in Piedmont, nothing of confequence occurred. Spain, however, 
proved more fertile in military events. At Almennara, the archduke's cavalry, under 
the Englifh general, Stanhope, attacked that of the Spaniards, who were entirely routed, 
together with nine battalions, that efcaped by favour of the night ; while the main body 
of the army retired with piecipitation to Lerida. They were purfued by the Imperial 
general, Staremberg, to the plains of Saragoffa, where they were drawn up in order of 
battle, and an action enfuing, on the ninth of Auguft, the forces of Philip fuftained a 
total defeat: five thoufand of them were killed in the field, and feven thoufand fell into 
the hands of the enemy, together with all their artillery, and a great number of ftand- 
ards and colours. Charles entered Saragoffa in triumph, while Philip, with the wreck 
of his army, retreated to Madrid. After fending his queen and fon to Victoria, he re- 
tired to Valladolid, in order to collect his fcattered troops fo as to form another army. 
The good fortune of Charles proved of fhort duration. He rejected the prudent plan 
propofed by Stanhope for immediately fecuring Pampeluna, the only pafs by which 
Lewis could fend troops to the affiftance of his grandfon, and haftened to Madrid, where 

he 
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he had the mortification to find that all the Caftilians were firmly attached to his 
competitor. 

Lewis, meanwhile, fent the duke of Vendome to take the command of the Spanifh 
army, which was, at the fame time, reinforced by various detachments of French troops. 
Great numbers of volunteers immediately affernbled to fignalize their courage under a 
general whofe reputation was fo high, and who was fo generally beloved by the foldiery. 
The Caftilians were animated with frefh courage, and made wonderful exertions in fa- 
vour of the fovereign they had chofen ; fo that, in lefs than three months after his de- 
feat at SaragofTa, Philip was again in a condition to face his rival in the field. Charles, 
on the other hand, was totally neglected by the allied powers, who took no fteps to fup- 
ply his wants, or to enable him to improve the advantages he had gained. At the be- 
ginning of November his army marched back to SaragofTa, and was cantoned in the 
neighbourhood of Cifuentcs, where Staremberg eftablifhed his head-quarters. General 
Stanhope, with the Britifh forces, was quartered in the fmall town of Brihuega, where, 
on the twenty-feventh of the month, he found himfelf fuddenly furrounded by the 
whole Spanifh army. As the place was not tenable, and he had very little ammunition, 
he was obliged, after a fhort, but vigorous, refinance, to capitulate, and furrender himfelf 
and all his forces prifoners of war, to the amount of two thoufand men, including three 
lieutenant-generals, one major-general, one brigadier, with all the colonels and other 
officers of the refpedlive regiments. Vendome, refolved to purfuehis advantage, advanced 
to Villa- Viciofa, where Staremberg had, by this time, affernbled his forces. An action 
tnfued, in which the left wing of the allies was entirely defeated ; but the French and 
Spaniards, inftead of following the blow, began to plunder the baggage, while Starem- 
berg, with his right wing, revenged the affront he had fuftained, and drove their left, with 
great flaughter, from the field. Six thoufand of the troops of Philip were killed, and 
all his artillery was taken, but the allies fuffered fo feverely as to be unable to maintain 
their ground. Staremberg, therefore, ordered the cannon to be fpiked, and marched to 
SaragofTa, whence he retired to Catalonia. Thither he was purfued by Vendome, who 
reduced Balaguer, and compelled him to take fhelter under the walls of Barcelona. 

At this period, the duke de Noailles inverted Gironne, which he reduced, notwith- 
ftanding the feverity of the weather; fo that Philip, from being a fugitive, became, in 
the fhort fpace of three months, abfolute mafter of the whole Spanifh monarchy, ex- 
cept the province of Catalonia, and even that lay open to his incurfions. 

A. D. 171 1.] But the fuccefs of Philip in Spain could not alleviate the mifery that 
prevailed in France, nor yet infpire the allies with pacific intentions. A revolution, 
however, in the miniftry of England, as unexpected as extraordinary, tended to produce 
that which all negociations had failed to effect. Amidft a glorious and fuccefsful war, 
the queen of England, influenced by refentinent againft the duchefs of Marlborough, 

with 
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with whom (he had hitherto lived on terms of the ftricteft: intimacy, but who had re- 
cently given her fome caufe for offence, openly efpoufed the Tory party, who had, with 
that fyftematic oppofition which ever betrays a greater anxiety for the accomplifhment 
of a particular purpoie, than a concern for the public welfare, thwarted all the meafures 
of the Whig miniftry, of which Marlborough was confidered as the head, and, among 
the reft, had loudly expreffed their difapprobation of the war. A change of minifters 
enfued, and a determination was, of courie, adopted, to conclude a peace as foon as pof- 
iible. Another circumftance occurred to accelerate the event. The emperor Joleph 
died of the fmall-pox,. in the vigour of his age; and Charles, who had hitherto difputed 
with Philip the Spanifh monarchy, now fucceeded to the dominions of his brother. 
The fame motive which had influenced the confederates in oppohng the junction of the 
French and Spanifh monarchies in the houfe of Bourbon, was of equal weight with re» 
gard to the poffcftion of Spain by the emperor. - 

Marlborough, however, ftill retained his command, and at the proper feafon nlTembled 
his forces, and opened the campaign in Flanders ; while marefchal Vi liars colle cted the 
trench troops in the vicinity of Camhray and Arras. Though the kingdom wasconfi- 
derably depopulated, the fubjeiSls of Lewis Hill flocked to his H.mdard, a id fubmitted to 
the numerous impofitions which the exigencies of the wai compelled him to levy. 
Among other onerous taxes, the tenth part of their whoie Cubftancc was exacted from 
the people ; but all thefe efforts would have proved ineffectual, had not the merchants of 
France, by the permiffion of Philip, undertaken repeated voyages to the South-Seas, 
whence they brought home iinmenfe treafures ; while the allies took no lleps for inter- 
cepting thefe fupplies, though the Englifti could eafily have done it. Had a fqundron 
of fhips been annually employed for the purpoie, the fubjects of Fiance and Spain mult 
have been reduced to the moll deplorable fituation, and Lewis obliged to fubmit to fuch 
terms as the confederates might have thought proper to impofe. 

Villars had found means to aftemble a very numerous army, with which he encamped 
bfhind the river San fet, in fuch an advantageous poft as could not be attacked with any 
profpt-a of fuccefs. Meanwhile the duke of Marlborough crofted the Scarpe, and form- 
ed his camp between Douai and Bouchain, where he was joined by prince Eugene on 
the twenty-thiid of May. This general, however, did not long remain in the Nether- 
lands. Undemanding that detachments had been made from the army of Villars to the 
Rhine, and that the elector of Bavaria intended to act in the empire, he, by order of the 
court of Vienna, marched towards the Upper Rhine, with the Imperial and Palatine 
troops, to fecurc Germany. The duke of Marlborough, repaffmg the Scarpe, en- 
camped in the plains of Lens, whence he advanced towards Aire, as if he had intended 
to attack the French lines in that quarter. Thefe lines, beginning at Bouchain on the 
Schelde, extended along the Sanfet and the Scarpe to Arras, and were continued from 
thence along the Upper Scarpe to Canche. Tin y were fo flrongly defended by redoubts 

and 
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and other fortifications, that Villars deemed them impenetrable, and bellowed on them 
the vaunting appellation of Marlborough* s ne plus ultra. 

The Englifh general, advancing within two leagues of the French lines, ordered the 
neceffary preparations for forcing them to be made, and declared he would attack them the 
next morning ; fo that Villars was induced to draw all his troops to that quarter, in full 
expectation of an action. Marlborough, on the fuppofition that the paffageof the San- 
fet, by Arleux, would be left unguarded, had ordered the generals Cadogan and Hom- 
pefch, to aflTemble twenty battalions and feventeen fquadrons, from Douai, and the adja- 
cent garrifons, and endeavour to pafs the Sanfet at Arleux. An officer was detached 
with the artillery and pontoons to lay bridges over the canal near Goulezen, and over the 
Scarpe at Vitry, while the duke, with the whole army of the confederates, began his 
march for the fame place about nine in the evening. He proceeded with fuch expedi- 
tion, that by five in the morning he pafTed the river at Vitry. He there received intel- 
ligence that Hompefch had taken pofleffion of the pafTes on the Sanfet and Schelde with- 
out oppofition ; the French having, as he fuppofed, withdrawn their detachments from 
that fide. The duke himfelf, with his van-guard, compofed of fifty fquadrons, haftened 
his march towards Arleux, and, before eight o'clock, arrived at Baca-Bacheuil, where, 
in two hours, he was joined by the heads of the columns into which he had divided 
his infantry. 

Villars, apprized of Marlborough's intention, had decamped, at two in the morning, 
with his whole army, and, placing himfelf at the head of the houfhold troops, marched 
with fuch expedition, that by eleven in the forenoon he caine in fight of the Englifh 
general, who had, by this time, joined count Hompefch. Villars immediately retreated 
to the main body of his army, which had advanced to the high road between Arms and 
Cambray, while the allies encamped on the Schelde between Oify and Eftrun, after a tire- 
fom« march of ten leagues without halting. 

By this plan, fo boldly conceived and fo happily executed, the duke of Marlborough 
fairly deceived Villars, and, without the lofs of a fingle man, entered the lines, which 
had been pronounced impenetrable. This ftroke of the Englifh general was extolled as 
a mafter-piece of military fkill, while Villars was expofed to the ridicule even of his 
own officers. The field-deputies of the ftates-general urged Marlborough to give bat- 
tle to the French, who pafled the J^chelde in order to cover Bouchain ; but the duke 
wifely refufed to hazard an action, after a march fo fatiguing, and when the danger of a 
defeat within the enemy's lines was greater than the advantages to be derived from an 
indecifive victory. His intention w»s to befiege Bouchain, an enterprize that was 
deemed impracticable, inafmuch as the town was fituated in a morafs, ltrongly fortified, 
and defended by a numerous garrifon, and in the neighbourhood of an army fuperior in 
number to that of the allies. 

V.oi., IV. f 3 Q, Notwithftanding 
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Notwithstanding thefe advantages, and the difluafions of his friends, Marlborough rc- 
folved to undertake the fiege of Bouchain, which was accordingly invefted on the tenth 
of Auguft. The Englilh general exerted, on this occafion, all his vigilance and capa- 
city, from a confcioufnefs that the undertaking was attended with extreme difficulties; 
and that his reputation would be materially affe&ed by the event. Villars, on his fide r 
had taken every precaution that his (kill and experience could fuggeft to baffle the endea- 
vours of his adverfary. He had reinforced the garrifon to the number of fix thoufand 
chofen men, who were commanded by officers of approved courage and talents. He 
made fome efforts to raife the fiege, but they were rendered ineffectual by the confum- 
mate prudence and activity of Marlborough He then laid a fcheme for taking Douai 
by furprize, but that likewife mifcarried. When it is confidered, that, in the execution 
of this plan, the Englifh general was under the neceflity of forming lines, eredting re- 
gular forts, raiffng batteries, throwing bridges over a river, making a caufeway through 
a deep morals, providing for the fecurity of convoys againft a numerous army on one 
fide, and the garrifons of Coude and Valenciennes on the other, it muff be allowed that 
this was the boldefl cnterprize of the whole war; and that it required all the fortitude, 
(kill, and resolution of a great general, and all the valour and intrepidity of well-difci- 
plined veterans, to accomplilh it. The fiege was conducted with fuch vigour, that, in. 
twenty days after the trenches were opened, the garrifon were obliged to furrender them- 
felvcs prifoners of war. 

The reduction of Bouchain was the laft military atchievement of the duke of Marl- 
borough ; who, foon after, returned to England, where, difgufted with the proceedings 
of the new miniftry, he refigned his command. The allies were now in pofleffion of 
the Maefe, almoft as far as the Sambre ; of the Schelde from Tournay ; and of the Lys 
as far as it was navigable. They had reduced Spanifh Guelderland, Limburgh, Bra- 
bant, Flanders, and the greater part of Hainault : they were mafters of the Scarpe, and, 
by the conqueft of Bouchain, they had opened themfelves a road into the very heart of 
France; and all thefe acquifitions were, in a great meafure, owing to the valour and 
conduct of Marlboroueh. 

D 



,<s Marefchal Villars has been accufed by many writers, and' indeed, by fome of his contemporaries, of grofs mif- 
eonJua in remaining an almoft inactive fpedtator of the conqueftsof Marlborough during this campaign. But that 
general was certainly rcrtiained by pofitive orders from Lewis, who, fenfible of the favourable turn which the re- 
cent change in the Englifh miniftry had given to his affairs, was unwilling to rifle an action, Which, if fuccefsful, 
might poflihly tend to irritatethe queen of England, and, at all events, muft occafion an ufelefs effufion of human 
b|flad< ( D'Aviigny, torn. v. p. 232 ) Villars, indeed, tells us himfelf that when the enemy offered him battle, he had 
determined toaccept it; but, rcftrained by his orders, he wrote three different letters to the king to obtain permifiion 
to cngag«; and Lewis replied, that he did not think it proper to hazard a battle, as he had good reafon for believing, 
that divifions would daily enueafe among the hoftile powers, which would lead to a diminution of their ftrength; 
and that, therefore, he wifhed the marefchal, in the mean time, to aft on the defenfive. {Vic dt Hilars, t. it. f.\dt.) 
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In Spain, the army of Philip, commanded by the duke of Vendume, was in fuch a 
wretched condition, that had Staremberg been properly fupported by the allies, he might 
have obtained fignal advantages. Venddme, however, ventured to attack the confede- 
rates at the pais of Prato-del-Rey, where he was repulfcd witli confulerahle lofs. He 
then inverted the caftle of Cardona, which was vigoroufly defended till the end of De- 
cember, when a detachment being fent to the relief of the place defeated the befiegers, 
killed two thoufand on the fpot, and took all their artillery, ammunition, and baggage. 
But Staremberg was difabled, by the neglect and mifconduct of the Englifh miniAry, 
from purfuing his advantage. 

In Germany, prince Eugene protected the electors, aflembled at Frankfort, from all 
hoftile attacks, and the Imperial diadem was unanimoufly conferred on Charles ; the 
electors of Cologne and Bavaria having been debarred the privilege of voting becaufe 
they lay under the ban of the empire. 

During thefe operations, a negociation for a peace had been fecrctly carried on be- 
tween the French court and the new minifters of England. Thefe latter, who feem to 
have paid little regard to the honour of their country, opened the negociation in a man- 
ner that gave every advantage to Lewis. Lord Jerfey, who acted in concert with the 
Englilh prime minifter, lord Oxford, fent a private meffage to the court of France, by a 
prieit of the name of Gautier, who had formerly been affiftant-chaplain to marefchal 
Tallard, during the time of his embafly to the court of king William, and had fince 
acted as almoner to count Gallas, the Imperial minifter at London. 

This ecclefiaftic being introduced to the marquis of Torci, in January, 171 1, abrupt- 
ly afked him, without any preliminary difcourfe, if he wifhed for peace j telling him, 
at the fame time, that he came to furnifh him with the means of procuring it. " This" 
— fays Torci — " was afking a dying man whether he wifhed to live' 7 ." Nothing 
furely could be more impolitic — not to mention the breach of faith with their allies — 
than this conduct of the Englifh miniftry : fince, however anxious they might be for 
the conclufion of a peace, it cannot be doubted but that they muft have fpeedily re- 
ceived a frefh application for that purpofe from the court of France, in which cafe they 
muft, indifputably, have negociated to much greater advantage. It is alfo worthy of re- 
mark, that this advance was made fome months previous to the death of the emperor 
Jofeph, and confequently before that ftrong motive lor concluding a peace — the fuccef- 
fion of Charles to the Imperial dominions — fubfifted. But this, unfortunately, is not 
the only inftance in which the intereftsof a nation have been facrificed to party /pint! 
The commiffion with which Gautier was entrufled, equally furprized and gratified the 

*7 Memoiresde Torci, torn. iii. p. 33. 
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French monarch ; and he was fent back to London with a complimentary letter from the 
marquis de Torci to the earl of Jerfey, in which that minifter allured the earl, that his 

maftcr was fmcerely inclined to peace. 

The Dutch meanwhile, apprized, probably, of the pr&ceedings of the Englifh court, 
made application to the French miniftry for a renewal of the conferences in Holland ; 
but this propofal, though highly proper, as a negotiation of fuch importance ought cer- 
tainly to have been carried on in concert with all the allies, was rejected by Lewis at 

the exprefs defire of the Englifh minijlcrs 

A memorial, prefented by Lewis to the Englifh, having been perufed by the Dutch, 
the (rates-general allured the queen of England of their vvillingnefs to concur in any 
fcheme that was calculated to promote a durable peace, but, at the fame time, expreffed 
a defire that the French king would adopt fome more fpecific plan for fecuring the in- 
terefls of the allies, and the repofe of Europe. Gautier was again fent to Verfailles, ac- 
companied by Matthew Prior, the Englifh poet, who was empowered to communicate 
the preliminary requifitions of the Englifh. He was inftrudied to demand a barrier for 
the Dutch in the Netherlands, and another on the Rhine for the Empire ; a fecurity for 
the Dutch commerce, and a general fatisfadUon to all the allies : to require that the 
firong places taken from the duke of Savoy fhould be reftored ; and that he fhould be 
allowed to poffefs fuch towns and diftridb in Italy as had been ceded to him by differ- 
ent treaties between the duke and his allies: that Lewis fhould acknowledge queen 
Anne and the Proteftant fucceffion ; demolifh the fortifications of Dunkirk, and agree 
to a new treaty of commerce: that Gibraltar and port Mahon fhould be ceded to Eng- 
land : that the negro-trade in America, at that time carried on by the French, fhould 
be given up to the Englifh, together with fome towns on that continent, where the 
flaves inight be refrefhed : that fecurity fhould be given to the queen of England, that 
her fubje&s trading to Spain fhould enjoy all the advantages that were granted by that 
crown to the mofk favoured nations - T that fhe fhould be put in poffeffion of Newfound- 
hod and Hudfon's bay; and that both nations fhould continue to enjoy whatever ter- 
ritories they might be poffeffed of in North America at the ratification of the treaties. 

This and much more had already been repeatedly offered by Lewis to the allies ; no dif- 
ficulty, therefore, on thefubjecl of the demands of the Englifh could be expected to arife. 
Menagcr, deputy from the city of Rouen, was, accordingly, difpatched to London, with 
full powers to fettle the preliminaries of the treaty. After the articles were arranged 
this agent had a private audience of queen Anne, who wifely expreffed her great averfion 
from war, her eager defire of peace, and her earneft wifh to live on terras of friendfhip 

with 
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with the king of France. If thefe were her real fentiments, and the conclufion of 
peace was indeed influenced by motives of humanity and companion, as fome Englifh 
hiftoiians have afferted, how happened it that the previous offers of Lewis had been fo 
ftrenuoufly rejected by the queen and parliament? — offers, too, which would have en- 
abled them to terminate the war, in a much more honourable manner. The fact is, 
that both the queen and her minifters were, in this inftance, actuated by a fpirit of pir- 
ty, and that their conduct was a grofs violation of the good-faith fhe had plighted to 
her allies. The Englifh minifters now engaged in a clofe correfpondence with the 
court of France ; and marefchal Tallard, who was ftill a prifoner in England, being re- 
leafed from confinement, was fuffered to return to his own country. The preliminaries, 
after Menager's departure from London, being communicated to count Galas, the Im- 
perial minifter, that nobleman caufed them to be tranflated and publiflied in one of the 
daily papers ; when the queen, confeious that they were calculated to excite difcontents, 
refentcd his conduct, and ordered him to quit the kingdom". 

A. D. 1712.] Intimidated hy the threats of the Englifh queen, who refufed to pay 
attention to their remonfixances, the ftates-general agreed to open general conferences at 
Utrecht, on the firft of January. The preliminaries were generally difapproved by the 
allies, fince they fell far fhort of the expectations which the paft offers of the French 
monarch, and the fubfequent fucceffes of the confederates had led them to entertain. 

Meanwhile, marefchal Villars aflembled his troops, and took poft within his lines, fo 
fituated as to enable him to cover Cambray and Arras. The place of Marlborough was 
fuppliedby the duke of Ormond, who had only his perfonal courage to recommend him; 
he joined prince Eugene at Tournay ; and, on the twenty-fixth of May, the allied army 
paffed the Schelde, and encamped at Hafpre and Solennes. The Imperial general pro- 
pofed to attack the French army, but Ormond, reftrained by private orders from his fove- 
reign, refufed to rilk an engagement. This duplicity, on the part of the queen of Eng- 
land, was truly unworthy her character and ftation ; it was a fhameful dereliction of the 
principles by which fhe had hitherto profeffed to be actuated, in undertaking and main- 
taining the war ; and betrayed, in her conduct to her allies, a difpofition to add infult 
to injury. 

Prince Eugene, however, having infulted and burnt the fuburbs of Arras, inverted 

*9 Smollet (in bis Wfitry of 'England, voLvi. p. 528. 8vo.) afcribes the conduit of the Imperial minifter,. in pnb- 
lifhing the preliminaries, to* defire of inflaming the minds of the people; but would it not have been more jufi 
and conn/tent to cenfure the queen, or, atleaft, her minifters, for having confented to articles, the bare publication 
of which was fufficient to excite a fpirit of difcontent, and to inflame the minds of her fubjecls f No remarks, 
however pointed, could have operated as a mure fsvere cenfure of the tranfadtioa in aueftion, [than the queen's 
own eonduft tg count Gabf> 
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Quefnoi ; and as Ormotid did not chufe to render his inftructions public, he furni/hed to- 
wards this enterprise feven battalions and nine fquadrons of the foreign troops in the 
pay of Great Britain. But before Quefnoi furrendered, a cefTation of arms was pro- 
claimed between France and Great-Britain ; the duke of Ormond, with the Britilh 
troops, then withdrew from the confederates, and directed his march towards Dunkirk, 
which was delivered by Lewis to the Englifh, as a pledge of his intentions to fulfil the 
preliminaries of peace which his minifter had figned. 

Though deferted by fo important an ally, the army of prince Eugene was ftill formi- 
dable. Quefnoi was taken within fight of the French, and Landrecy was foon after in- 
veiled. Eugene, meanwhile, had detached general Groveftein, with fifteen hundred ca- 
valry, to penetrate into the heart of France. This officer, about the middle of June, 
advanced into Champagne, paffed the Noire, the Maefe, the Mofelle, and the Saar, and 
retired to Tfaerbach with a rich booty, and a great number of hoftages, after having le- 
vied contributions as far as the gates of Metz, ravaged the country, and reduced a great 
number of villages and towns to afhes. The confternation produced by this unexpect- 
ed irruption reached the metropolis of France : the king did not think himfelf fafe at 
Verfailles with his ordinary guard; and all the troops in the neighbourhood of Paris 
were haftily afTembled about the palace. Villars fent a detachment after Groveftein, as 
foon as he underftood his deftination ; but the other had gained a day's march of 'the 
French troops, who had the mortification, fo clofe did they follow him, of finding the 
flames ftill burning in the villages he had deftroyed. 

A general confternation, at this time, prevailed throughout the kingdom, which the 
recent accommodation with England was inadequate to difpel. The death of the king's 
only fon, a prince of the moft amiable difpofition and promifing talents, who had died of 
the fmall-pox, in the courfe of the preceding year; that of the duke and duchefs of Bur- 
gundy, and of the duke of Brittany, their eldeft fon, who were carried off nearly to- 
gether, and were buried in the fame grave; and the fickly ftate of the duke of Anjou, 
their only remaining child, all this combination of domcltic misfortunes, joined to foreign 
trrfljbles, and the public diftrefs, fcemed to point out the end of Lewis's reign, as a period 
of calamity ; and the people fully expected that the difaftrous circumftances which 
would diftinguifh its clofe, would far exceed in extent the greatnefs and glory that had 
marked its commencement. The duke of Venddme, too, died, about this time, in 
Spain; and fuch was the general depreffion of fpirits, that it was fully believed, as his 
efforts had contributed to the eftablifhment of Philip on the throne, fo would his death 
promote his depofition. 

Landrecy was not in a fituation to refift, for any length of time, the arms of the 
confederates; and it was in agitation at Verfailles to remove the king to Chambort on 
the Loire. Lewis told marefchal Harcourt, that in cafe any frefh difafter ftiould oc- 
cur, 
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cur, he would convene all the nobility of his kingdom, and notvvithftanding his ad- 
vanced age (he was then feventy-four) would lead them on to the enemy, and perilh 
at their head. » 

An error committed by prince Eugene relieved the king and his people from all their 
uneafinefs. It is pretended that his lines were too much extended ; that his magazines 
at Marchiennes were at too great a diftance ; and that general Albcrmarle, who was 
ported at Denain, between Marchiennes and the prince's camp, was not near enough to 
he fupported in cafe of an attack. This miftake was firft perceived by two inhabitants of 
Douai, as they were walking towards the enemy's quarters, and in confequence of the 
information fent by them to the army, Villars refolved to profit by the advantage af- 
forded him by his adverfary. 

While a bodv of dragoons was fent to amufe Eugene by a feigned attack of his camp, 
Villars led his army, (on the twenty-fourth of July) in five columns to Denain, where 
he forced the intrenchments of Albermarle, and either killed or took feventeen batta- 
lions, deftined to defend them. Albermarle himfelf and all the furviving officers were 
made prifoners. Five hundred waggons loaded with bread ; twelve pieces of brafs cannon ; 
a large quarTtity of ammunition and provifions ; a great number of horfes, and a confiderable 
booty fell into the hands of the French, Prince Eugene had advanced, on the other fide 
of the Schelde, to fuftain Albermarle, but the bridge over that river was broken down by 
accident, fo that he was prevented from affording him the fmalleft afliftance. Villars 
immediately inverted Marchiennes, which was furrendered, on the laft day of July, and 
the garrifon, confifting of five thoufand men, were conducted prifoners to Valen- 
ciennes. He afterwards undertook the fiege of Douai, which induced prince Eugene to 
abandon his defign on Landrecy, and to march towards the French, with a view to bring 
them to action. The rtates-general, however, refufed to run the rifk of an engage- 
ment, and the prince had the mortification to fee Douai reduced by Villars. He could 
not even prevent that general from retaking Quefnoi and Bouchain, of which places he 
was in pofleflion before the tenth of October; while the allies enjoyed no other com- 
penfation for thefe important lofles than the conqueft of fort Knocque, which was fur- 
prized by one of their partifans. 

A. D. 1 7 1 3 ] The conferences for peace, meanwhile, had been contiued at Utrecht, 
and their termination was accelerated by the rapid fuccefs of Villars. The emperor, 
indeed, with fome of the princes of Germany, conceiving their interefts had not been 
fufficiently confulted, refufed to flieath the fword; but Great-Britain, Holland, Pruffia, 
Portugal, and Savoy, acquiefced in the terms propofed, and in the months of March, 
April, and May, figned feparate treaties of peace. 

By thefe it was ftipulated, that Lewis fhould abandon the pretender, acknowledge the 
title of the queen of England, and the Proteftant fucceffion: that he fiiould raze the 

fortifications 
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fortifications of DiMikirk within a limited time, on condition of receiving an equi- 
valent : that he fliould cede Newfoundland, Hudfon's-Bay, and Saint Chriftopher's 
to England ; but that the French fliould be left in pofleflion of Cape Breton, and at li- 
berty to dry their fifli at Newfoundland: that the emperor fliould poflefs the kingdom 
of Naples, the duchy of Milan, and the Spanifli Netherlands: that the duke of Savoy 
fliould enjoy Sicily, with the title of king : that the fame title, with the ifland of Sar- 
dinia, fliould be allotted to the elector of Bavaria, as an indemnification for the lofles he 
bad fuftained by the war : that the flates-general fliould reftore Lifle and its dependen- 
cies ; and, that Namur, Charleroi, Luxembourg, Ypres, and Nieuport, fliould be added 
to the other places they already poflefled in FUindens : and that the king of Pruflia 
fliould have Upper Gueldres, in lieu of Orange and the other eftates belonging to that 
family in Franche-Comte*. The king of Portugal was fatisfied, and the firft of June 
was fixed as the period of time granted to the emperor for acceding to the terms propofed. 

Lewis by thefc conceffions had difarmed the rage of his moft formidable enemies, and 
enabled hinifelf to direct his whole force againn the emperor. Villars, with an army that 
greatly exceeded in numbers that of prince Eugene, advanced, in the month of Augufl, 
to the banks of the Rhine, reduced Spires, Worms, and all the adjacent country ; h« 
even reduced, on the twentieth of September, the ftrong fortrefs of Landau ; then forced thfc 
lines which Eugene had ordered to be drawn up in the Brifgau, defeated marefchal Vau* 
bonne, and took Friburg, the capital of Upper Auflria. 

A. D. 1714.] The emperor unable to fupport the expence of another campaign, 
was now induced to lend a favourable ear to the overtures of peace that were made by the 
eledtorof Cologne and the elector Palatine; and conferences were, accordingly, open- 
ed at the caftle of AU-Rafhdt, between prince Eugene and marefchal Villars, on 
the twenty. fixth of November, j 7 1 3 ; after a fhort interval the articles were adjufted, 
and the treaty was figned on the third of March in the following year; by this treaty, 
Lewis ceded to the emperor Old Brifac, with all its dependencies ; Friburg : the forts in 
the Brifgau, and Black foreft, together with fort Kehl. He engaged todemolilh the forti- 
fications oppofite to Hunningen, the fort of Scllingen, and all other forts from thence to 
fort Louis ; but he was fuffered to retain Strafburg and Landau, which he had before offer- 
ed to cede ; Hunningen and New Brifac, which he had himfelf propofed to raze ; and the 
fovereignty of Alface, which he had confented to refign. The elettors of Bavaria and Co- 
logne were reftored to all their dignities and dominions. The emperor was put in im- 
mediate pofl*effion of the Spanifli Netherlands, and the king of Pruflia was permitted to 
retain part of Gueldres. 

The Catalans alone were exempted from the enjoyments of peace, whofe benignant 
influence now began to be felt throughout Europe. As they had been dcfpoiled of their 
privileges, and force alone could fubject them to the domination of the new monarch, 

they 
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they adopted tTie defperate refolution of defending themfclves to the laft extremity. Their 
capital had, the preceding year, been blockaded by the forces of Philip, and the trench- 
es were now opened before the place; but the befiegers had not been able to clofe all the 
paffages to the mountains, whence the inhabitants received fuch affiftance as enabled 
them to hold out for a confiderable time. On the tenth of December the court of Ma- 
drid, dreading the effects of refiftance thus obftinate, implored the aliftance of Lewis, 
who fent marefchal Berwick with a body of French troops to fhengtheu thebefieging ar- 
my. The marefchal attacked the town in three different places, and was received by 
the citizens, with a degree of valour of which but few examples occur in hiftory. The 
baftion of St. Peter was taken and retaken eleven different times ; but, at laft, after a com- 
bat, that lafted four hours, the brave inhabitants were compelled to retire into the new 
town, where they alked to capitulate. The only conditions they could obtain were, 
the fecurity of their lives, and the exemption of their town from pillage. Thus were 
reduced to fubmiflion this martial people, who, as Tacitus obferves, " only feemed to 
" *' ve when engaged in war." They had not efpoufed the caufe of Charles, until the 
allies, and particularly England, had folemnly promifed them protection and fupport ; 
yet fuch was the recompence they received for the fervices which they had rendered the 
Englifh nation during the war. 

The reduction of Barcelona preceded, by a few days, the acceffion of George the 
Firft to the throne of England, an event which was duly notified to Lewis by the Bri- 
tifh ambaffador at Verfailles. But though mutual profeffions of amity paffed upon this 
occafion, the peace, fo recently concluded between the two kingdoms, had nearly been 
interrupted by the conftruction of the fort of Mardyke, which was deemed a violation 
of the ninth article of the treaty of Utrecht, whereby it was ftipulated, that not only 
the harbour of Dunkirk fhould be filled up, and the cfykes which formed the canal 
Ihould be deftroyed; but that the fortifications, the port, and the dykes of Dunkirk 
fhould never be re-eftablifhed : Lewis maintained that the treaty was fulfilled, fo long 
as the fame dykes and the fame canal were not reftored; as if the new canal which he 
ordered to be made at Mardyke was lefs contrary to the spirit of the convention, to the 
letter whereof he ftridtly adhered. 

A. D. 1715.] The king of Great Britain fent lord Stair to Verfailles to complain of 
this conduct ; feveral memorials were prefented on the fubject to the marquis de Torci, 
whofe anfwers were, for fome time, ambiguous and evafive; but at length the ferious 
remonftrances of the Englifh court produced the defiled effect, and Lewis reluctantly 
confented to difcontinue his works. 

Lewis had now completed his feventy-feventh year, and felt himfelf haftily approach- 
ing to that awful period at which all earthly diftinctions ceafe, and the mind is no longer 
fafcinated by thofe pompous deceptions which give a falfe glare to furrounding objects, 
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and conceal the fair figure of truth beneath the tinfel g3rb of adulation. He had feen 
all his projects of ambition ftripped of their vifionary charms, and exhibiting, to the eye 
of reafon, the difgufting fource whence they fprang, and the dreadful effects they pro- 
duced. Hence reflections arofe that required the aid of religious confolation ; and the 
repentant monarch was not only brought to a juft fenfe of his paft errors, but to a pub- 
lic acknowledgment of his faults, which at once fhewed the ftrength of his mind, and 
the finccrity of his repentance. Yet were his laft hours embittered by the importunities 
of his legitimated children, who firft obtained from their father an edict, that was regis- 
tered, without oppofition or remonftrance, in 1714, declaring them heirs to the crown 
in default of the princes of the blood, to whom, by a fubfequent declaration, he render- 
ed them equal in rank: they afterwards extorted from the reluctant monarch a will, (ex- 
tending their powers, after his death, at the expence of the rights of the duke of Or- 
leans) which was depofited in one of the towers of the palace, fecured by an iron 
door, the three keys whereof were delivered to the firft prefident of the parliament of 
Paris, the attorney-general, and the fecretary. His addrefs to the prefident, on delivering 
him the will, fufficiently marks the reftraint that had been impofed on his inclinations 
in this particular. " Here is my will" — faid Lewis — " 1 well know, from the example 
" of the kings my predecefTors, and from that of my father, what will become of it; 
*' but they would have it, and they tormented me in fuch a manner as to deprive me of 
*' all repofe, until I had figned it. I have, therefore, purchafed peace of mind. Take 
»« the will ; carry it away : let what will become of it, I fhall, at leaft, be at eafe, and 
'* fhall hear no more about it l V 
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In the month of Auguft his malady encreafed, and his countenance exhibited infal- 
lible fymptoms of approaching death. He prepared to meet his doom with fortitude 
devoid of oftentation; and feemed to experience the grateful effects of that confolation 
•which religion alone can beftow. To the lamentations of madame de Maintenon, who 
watched over him with unceafing care, the expiring monarch replied, ** I thought it was 
" more difficult to die." To his domeftics, he faid, •* PVhy do you weep ? Did you think 
" me immortal f 

On the twenty-fixth of Auguft he ordered his infant fucceflbr to be brought to his 
apartment ; when taking him in his arms, he thus addreffed him aloud, in the prefence of 
all his attendants : " You will foon be king of a great kingdom. What I moft ftrong- 
44 ly recommend to you, is never to forget the obligations you are under to God. Re- 
** member that to him you are indebted for all you poffefs. Endeavour to preferve peace 
** with your neighbours. I have been too fond of war : neither follow my example in 
** that, nor in the too great expences I have incurred. Take advice on all things, and 



Saint Simon, torn. ii. p. 38. 

•* endeavour 



lyiS-] LEWIS THE FOURTEENTH. 499 

*' endeavour to find out the beft, that you may invariably adhere to it. Eafe yourpeo- 
" pie as foon as you can : and do that which I, unhappily, have not been able to do* 1 ."" 
After receiving the facrament from the hands of his confeffor, Lewis expired, on the 
firft of September, 17 15, in the feventy-eighth year of his age, and the feventy-third ot 
his reign. 

In the focial intercourfe of private life, Lewis the Fourteenth was mild, affable, 
generous, and polite, an affectionate parent, a good mafter, and a fincere friend. The 
air of pride and the tone of arrogance which he occafionally afTumed, were, perhaps, ne- 
cefTary to enfure refpe£t from a people whofe difpofition to familiarity required reftraint ; 
but they fometimes were carried to an extreme that could admit of no juftification, and 
could not fail to excite difguft. He was pious and devout ; though he paid more atten- 
tion to the forms than to the fpirit of religion : the peaceful precepts of a benignant 
Creator made but little impreflion on his mind ; and his intolerance, difplayed in acts of 
cruelty and oppreffion, fullied the purity of his faith. In the beftowal of honours and 
rewards, he difplayed a grace, peculiar to himfelf, that greatly enhanced the value of the 
gift : and he poffeffed, in an eminent degree, the pleafing talent of confoling thofe 
whom prudence or policy compelled him to difappoint. 

He was rather diftinguifhed for folidity of understanding than brilliancy of wit ; hence" 
his judgment — unlefs when warped by prejudice or blinded by paffion — was generally cor- 
rect, particularly towards the clofe of his reign, when improved by obfervation, and ma- 
tured by experience. His vanity — flattered by fuccefs, and foftered by adulation — was 
exceflive: and, probably, gave rife to moft of thofe errors and vices which marked his 
political conduft. His ambition — the offspring of his vanity — was bounillefs : it urged 
him to violate the faith of treaties; to invade the rights of independent nations; to 
burft afunder the bonds of humanity and juftice, which, in private life, he was accuf- 
tomed to refpedt ; to extend the limits of his power; and to render his authority as uni- 
verfal as it was abfolute. Impelled by the fame principle, he fpurned at controul, re- 
moved all impediments to arbitrary fway, and quenched the few remaining fparks of 
civil liberty. 

Though his abilities were flender, and his genius did not rife above mediocrity, he had 
penetration to difcover, and liberality to reward, talents of every defcription. Though 
his encouragement of the fciences muft be exempt fromafimilar imputation, it is cer- 
tainly a matter of doubt, whether his patronage of the arts proceeded from inclination or 
policy : whether he confidered the riches they tended to produce as a fource of advan- 
tage to himfelf, or as the means of comfort to his fubjects. 

Deceived, at an early period of life, by thofe in whom he had repofed an implicit confi- 
dence, he became fufpicious and miftruftful ; and the prejudice he imbibed againft indi- 
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viduals not unfrequently proved detrimental to the (rate. He gratified, without re- 
ferve, his amorous propenfities ; and his court exhibited a fcene of gallantry, at one 
period, more dangerous from excefs of refinement, and, at another, difgufting, from the 
mafk of devotion affumed to conceal it. Yet he never fuffered his punctuality, in 
matters of bufinefs, to be interrupted by pleafurable enjoyments. 

So rigidly orthodox was Lewis, that he preferred impiety to error. He once infilled 
on the difmiflion of an officer in the houfhold of his nephew the duke of Orleans, be- 
caufe he fufpected him of favouring the principles of his mother, who was a Janfeniji. 
In a converfation on the fubject the duke faid to the king — " Faith I know not what 
"may be the fentiments of the mother ; but as for the fon being a Janfeniji, tis a mere calum- 
" n y> f or h e docs not even believe in the exiflence of a God. " — " Are you certain of 
" that? " replied Lewis ; "you may keep him therC **. 

The appellation of Great, Lewis by no means deferved, for though Great and Good be 
generally employed as terms of an oppofite meaning, we muft adhere to the idea 
that no man can be truly great, who is not truly good. Still it fhould be remembered 
that the epithet was beftowed on Lewis, by the Parifians, in 1680, not long after the 
peace of Nimeguen, indifputablv the mod glorious epoch of his reign. Though we 
incline to confider this mark of diftinction, rather as the tribute of vanity than of gratitude, 
(for the people are as vain of being governed by a great monarch, as the fovereign is of 
his title) juftice requires we fhould enumerate the actions which they alledged as the mo- 
tives of their conduct. The king had eftablilhed fchools for Painting, Sculpture, and 
Architecture ; and while he contributed to the inftrucYion of the pupils by obtaining mo- 
dels of all kinds, at a vaft expence from Rome, he rewarded their fuccefsful efforts with 
great liberality, and embellilhed his palaces with their works. He had given energy 
and ftrength to commerce, both foreign, and domeftic, by the eftablifhment of an Inr 
dia company, and by facilitating the intercourfe of one province with another, by 
means of rivers which he rendered navigable, and of new roads which he caufed to be 
.opened. The canal of Languedoc, by which a junction of the two feas was effected, 
was his work: he eftablifhed manufactures of various kinds ; of plate-glafs, in imitation 
of that at Venice ; of tapeftry, like the Flemifh ; and carpets, to refemble thofe of Tur- 
key : he created a navy for the protection of commerce, and the repreflion of hof- 
tile attacks: he afforded encouragement to agriculture ; reformed the French law ; repref- 
fed the rage for duels ; rendered ecclefiaffical dignities the recompence of genius and of 
virtue ; beftowed rewards on the learned of all countries, and declared himfelf the protect- 
or of the French academy, and of the academies of the Belles-Lettres, and of the Sci- 
ences. To him was Aftronomy indebted for her obfervatory ; the Louvre for its peri- 



". Saint Simon, torn, xiv p. 9. 



ffyl« 



LEWIS THE FOUHTEJENTH. 



ftyle ; Paris for its police ; the troops for their difcipline ; the French coafts for harbours, 
commodious and fafe; the frontiers for protecting forts and fortrefies; and the whole na- 
tion for the erection of the Hotel des Invalids ; 2i , a monument ot" humanity, in vvhi;h 
the vidians of their country enjoy an honourable repofe, and blels the memory of its 
founder. Thefe were the deeds which, joined to the iplendid achievements of a war, 
fuccefsful though unjuft, and the advantages of a peace, which tended to aggrandize the 
kingdom by a confiderable extenfion of territory, induced the Parifians to beftow on 
their lovereign the denomination of Lewis the Great. They certainly gave him 
ftrong claims on their gratitude ? and, when confidered in conjunction with the fen- 
timents he dilplayed on his death-bed, mould be allowed to refcue his memory from 
that obloquy which many parts of his political conduct are but too well calculated 
to incur. 

Lewis had, by his confort, who was daughter to the king of Spain, three fons and 
three daughters, viz. — Lewis, the dauphin, who was born at Fontainebleau, on the firft 
of September, 1661, and died, at Meudon, on the fourteenth of Augufl, 171 1 ; Philip, 
duke of Anjou, born on the fecond of Auguft, 1668, and who died on the tenth of 
July, 167 1 : Lewis-Francis, duke of Anjou, born on the fourteenth of January, 1672, 
and who died on the fourth of November following: Anne-Elizabeth, who was born on 
the eighteenth of November, 1662, and died on the thirteenth of December following: 
Mary-Anne, born on the lixteenth of November, 1664, died on the twenty-fixth of 
December in the fame year ; and Mary-Therefa, born on the fecond of January, 1667, 
died on the firft of March, 1672. 

His natural children were numerous, of which the following were legitimated. By 
madame de la Valliere, duchefs of Vaujour, &c. Lewis de Bourbon, count of Verman- 
dois, admiral of France, born on the fecond of October, 1667, and died, at Courtrai, on 
the eighteenth of November, 1683: and Mary-Anne de Bourbon, born in October, 
1666, and married, on the fixth of January, 1680, to Lewis-Arnaud de Bourbon, prince 
of Conti. By madame de Montefpan, Lewis-Auguftus de Bourbon, duke of Maine 
and Aumale, fovereign prince of Dombes, count of Eu, a peer of France, governor of 
Languedoc, grand-mafler of the artillery, colonel-general of the Swifs, &c : Lewis- 
Cefar de Bourbon, count of Vexin, born in 1672, and died on the tenth of January, 
1683: Lewis-Alexander de Bourbon, count of Touloufe, duke of Daimville and Pen- 
thievre, peer and admiral of France, and governor of Brittany, born the fixth of June, 
1678: Louifa- Frances de Bourbon, married, in July, 1685, to Lewis, duke of Bour- 
bon: Louifa-Mary-Anne de Bourbon, who died in September, 1681 ; and Frances- 
Maria de Bourbon, born in May, 1677, married to Philip, duke of Orleans. 
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Madame de Maintenon was inconfolable for the death of her hufband ; fhe immedi- 
ately retired to Saint Cyr, a magnificent manfion in the neighbourhood of Verfailles, 
founded, by ber perfuafion, in 1687, for the education of young ladies of quality. Here 
flie pafltrd the tranquil remnant of her life, in amufements and occupations fuited to her 
tafte ; in ads of charity and devotion, calculated to edify and inftrufl thofe who were 
the immediate objedrs of her care, and the few friends who were allowed accefs to her. 
She died ill 17 19, at the age of eighty-three, univerfally lamented, 



Tn the early part of the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, and particularly during the 
adininifiration of Colbert, the moil ample encouragement was given to trade, commerce, 
and manufactures. By rendering Dunkirk and Marseilles free ports, the commerce of 
the Levant was drawn to the latter, and that of the north to the former. In 1664, a 
Weft and Eaft-India company were eftablifhed, to the latter of which the king gave a 
fum of money, equal to two hundred jihI fifty thoufand pounds of our prefent money; 
and, at his inftigation, the royal family and noblemen of the court advanced two mil- 
lion of livres more; the fuperior courts of juftice twelve hundred thoufand livres; 
the financiers, two million; and the body of merchants, fix hundred and fifty 
thoufand **. 

This company fubfified till the revolution j for although the Dutch had taken Pon- 
dicherry, in 1694, and the Eafl-India trade remained for fome time in a languishing 
ftate, it acquired frefli ftrength during the regency of the duke of Orleans. Pondicher- 
ry then became the rival of B.ttavia, and the India company, founded, with extreme 
difficulty, by Colbert, proved, for feveral years, one of the greateft refources of the 
kingdom. Lewis alfo eftablifhed a company for trading to the north, which he fupplied 
with funds as he had the India company. He gave a bounty of thirty livres per ton on 
all articles of exportation, and forty on all that were imported. All perfons who built 
\effels in any of the ports of the kingdom, received five livres for every ton burden. 

In order to promote induftry, and encreafe the population, marriages were encouraged 
in the country, by an exemption from the Taille, during five years, for all perfons who 
married at the age of twenty: and every father of a family, having ten children, was 
exempt for life. 

From 1663 to 1672, *vcry year was marked by the enablifhment of fome new manu- 
factory. Fine cloths, hitherto imported from England, were now fabricated at Abbe- 
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ville ; and the king advanced to the manufacturer two thoufand livres for every loom, be- 
fides other confidtrable gratifications. In 1669, there were no iefs than forty-four thou- 
fand two hundred looms employed in the woollen trade alone. The filk manufactories 
being brought to perfection, produced a return of fifty million of livres; and the fuc- 
cefsful culture of the mulberry-tree enabled the manufacturers to difpenfe with the im- 
portation of raw f lk. 

In 1666, the art of making plate- glafs was introduced from Venice, and fucceeded fo 
well, that the French, in a fhort time, are faid to have excelled their mailers. The car- 
pets of Turkey and Perfia were fuccefsfully imitated at La Savonnerie ; and the tapef- 
try of Flanders yielded the pre-eminence to that of the Gobelins, where eight hundred 
workmen were employed, three hundred of whom lodged in the building : their works 
were carried on under the direction of the belt painters, who made them copy either their 
own pictures, or the beft productions of the Italian fchools, which they imitated with a 
wonderful degree of nicety. A fimilar manufactory was eftablifhed at Beauvais, at which 
fix hundred workmen were employed : the king contributed fixty thoufand livres to- 
wards its eftablifhment. 

Sixteen hundred girls were employed at the lace manufactory, under the direction of 
thirty women brought from Venice, and two hundred from Flanders ; they had thirty-fix 
thoufand livres given them by way of encouragement. 

Colbert imported from England a machine for weaving ftoekings ; and tin, fteel, fine 
carthen-ware, and Morocco-leather, hitherto imported from foreign countries, were now 
prepared in France ; but the art of preparing tin and fteel, the knowledge of which was 
confined to the Calvinifts, was loft to the kingdom, foon after the tyrannical and impoli^ 
tic revocation of the edict of Nantes. 

Great improvements were made in the capital during this reign. New quays were 
conftructed ; the ftreets were well- paved ; lamps were introduced ; cleanlinefs was pro- 
moted, and the fafety of the citizens was provided for by the eftablifhment of a regular 
Watch. In order to prevent the numerous diforders and acts of depredation which incef- 
fantly prevailed in Paris, as well as to promote a more rigid police, the poft of lieute- 
nant of the police was created in 1667. But the advantages derived by the inhabitants 
from the creation of this office were greatly overbalanced by the dreadful inconveniencies 
refulting from the defpotic authority entrufted to the magiftrate who filled it. The 
city was alfo confiderably enlarged by that tafte for building which the king had intro- 
duced, and which, of courfe, defcended to all claffes of people, whofe means were ade- 
quate to the gratification of a tafte fo expenfive. 

But though Lewis gladly contributed to the convenience and embellifhment of his 
capital, a variety of reafons concurred to make him eftabliflx his refidence elfewhere. 

The 
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The troubles which had rifen during his minority, and of which Paris had been the 
principal fcene, had infpired him with a violent averfion from that city : he was perfuaded 
that if the court mould withdraw from thence, it would become more difficult to form 
cabals and intrigues, as it would be more eafy to remark the abfence of the nobles who 
might wifh to enter into them, and confequently to guard againft their attempts. Be- 
fides, Lewis could never forgive the Parifians for having compelled him to quit the me- 
tropolis, and become a fugitive, in 1649 ; nor could he forget that they had witneffed his 
weaknefs, when his favourite miftrefs, La Valliere, firft fled from his arms to take refuge 
in a convent. Thus the danger of affording fcope for cenfure in a city filled with per- 
foos eager to judge and to condemn, contributed not a little to drive him from Paris. 

Whenever he left his palace, or returned to it, and whenever he appeared in theffreets, 
he was furrounded by a croud of people. All the magiftrates too, and great numbers of 
the citizens, thought themfelves obliged at Paris to pay their daily court to him ; and 
the king's prejudices againft the Parilian populace infpired him with apprehenfions for his 
perfonal fafety. No fooner was this weaknefs difcovered by his officers, than he was 
tormented by the excefs of their vigilance, which gave rife to continual alarms. 

Thefe circumftances, and his paffionforcountrv amufements, induced Lewis the Four- 
teenth to withdraw his court from Paris; and, foon after the death of the queen-mother, 
he eftabli flied his refidence at Saint Germain. His love for La Valliere, which he wifhed to 
conceal from the obfervation of the court, was his firft inducement to retire, occafionally, 
to Verfailles, at that time a very fmall houfe, built by Lewis the Thirteenth, in order to 
avoid the inconvenience of fleeping in a public-houfe, or a windmill, as he was frequent- 
ly obliged to do, when he hunted in the foreft of Saint Leger, or at a greater diftance from 
Paris ; for there were no regular roads eftablifhed, nor any places at which he could 
change horfes ; but as he never flept there when he could poffibly avoid it, he neither 
thought of embellifliing the houfe nor even of rendering it convenient. Lewis the 
Fourteenth, drawn thither by a different motive, refolved to improve it to his tafte. One 
embeililhmcnt gave rife to another ; addition fucceeded addition ; and a mere hunting- 
* box was foon converted into a magnificent palace. The courtiers finding the king took 
great delight in the place, defired to be fummoned thither: there were no lodgings for 
them as at Saint Germain, which was a complete town ; it therefore became neceffary 
to build apartments, which were folicited with extreme eagernefs, and granted as a mark 
of great favour. Dangeau tells us that in the autumn of 1684, there were two-and- 
twenty thoufand workmen and fixthoufand horfes employed at Verfailles, and the num- 
ber of workmen, in the following fpring, was agumented to fix-and-thirty-thoufand. 

As foon as the king found the palace fufficiently capacious to contain the greater part 
of his court, he retired thither in 1680 : but he did not eftabliih his refidence at Verfailles till 
after the death of his mother in 1683. Verfailles foon became fo populous, that Lewis 
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wifhed for a place of greater retirement, and with this view he erected Marty, which 
was attended with an iminenfe expence, though, at firft, it was his intention to fpend 
very little money upon it. Trianon, and the palace of the Louvre at Paris, were alfo 
built during this reign. 

The obfervatory was erected by the order of Lewis, in 1666, when he inftituted the 
academy of fciences. But the moft important of his undertakings, in point of utility, 
extent, and difficulty of accomplifhment, was the canal of Languedoc, which forms a 
junction between the two feas, and falls into the port of Cette, conftructed for the recep- 
tion of its waters. This work was begun in 1664, and continued, without interrup- 
tion, till 168 1. 

The foundation of the Hofpital for Invalids, and its chapel, the moft elegant building 
of the kind in Paris, reflects infinite credit on the memory of Lewis. It affords a com- 
fortable retreat for four thoufand foldiers, and a great number of officers. His martial 
difpofition induced Lewis to pay great attention to every thing that concerned the army. 
He eftablifhed regular corps of artillery and engineers, under the direction of the cele- 
brated Vauban ; and appointed infpedtors-general, whofe duty it was to deliver in, at 
ftated periods, an account of the ftate of the troops ; and by their reports it was feen 
whether the commiflaries of war had difcharged their duty. He inftituted the order of 
Saint Lewis, an honourable diftinction, which excited a laudable fpirit of emulation, 
and was fought after with greater eagernefs than pecuniary rewards. 

In 1692, Lewis had an armv of one hundred and eighty thoufand regular troops, which 
were afterwards augmented (including marines j to four hundred and fifty thoufand. In 
1681, his navy confifted of one hundred and ninety-eight fhips of war, and thirty gal- 
lies. But the expences he incurred by his military preparations were the more burden- 
fome to the nation, inafmuch as they tended to encourage his projects of ambition and va- 
nity, pregnant with deftruction, as well to his own fubjects as to thofe of the neighbour- 
ing powers. It is dreadful to think, that, in a period of forty-eight years — from 1667 
to 1 7 15 — nine-and-twenty were pafTed in war, which coft the nation twelve hundred 
thoufand men, and fifteen hundred millions of livres ! Humanity fhudders at the idea ! 
The annual expences of Lewis the Fourteenth have been eftimated by Voltaire, com- 
munibus atinis, at a fum equal in effect to thirteen millions, feven hundred thoufand 
pounds iterling, of the prefent money. His revenue did nqt exceed one half of that 
fum ; and, at his death, the nation was found to have contracted an enormous debt of 
two thoufand fix hundred millions of livres, at twenty-eight livres the mark. In 1683, 
France contained about five hundred millions of livres, in coined money, which in 173c 
was augmented to twelve hundred millions 75 . 
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Coaches, with fpriugs, werefirft ufed, during this reign ; as were the wines of Cham- 
pagne, then firft brought to that ftate of perfection which introduced them into general 
ufe, and rendered them an advantageous article of exportation. 

In his protection of the fciences and the fine arts, nature feems to have feconded the 
efforts of Lewis ; for though patronage may lead to the acquisition of knowledge, no 
encouragement can tend to the creation of genius; and his reign was eminently diftin- 
guifhed by numbers of men of fuperior genius. In eloquence, poetry, and literature, 
few nations equalled, and none excelled, the French. The French language and flyle 
of compofition, hitherto harfh and impure, acquired a degree of corre&nefs and ele- 
gance, that at once gratified the ear and improved the tafte. John de Lingendes, bifhop 
of Macon, is the firft orator, to whom this merit is due. His fermons and funeral ora- 
tions were juftly efteemed models of eloquence; the funeral oration which he pro- 
nounced, in 1630, on Charles-Emanuel, duke of Savoy, was holden in fuch eftima- 
tion, that the celebrated Flechier introduced the exordium, and feveral confiderable paf- 
faces, in his funeral oration on marefchal Turenne. 

The eftabliihment of the French academy tended eflentially to purify the language. 
Vaugelas, chamberlain to Gafton, duke of Orleans, produced a tranflation of Quintus- 
Curtius, in 1646, which was the firft book, in the French language, written with puri- 
ty. Lewis- the Thirteenth had given him a penfion of two thoufand livres, which was 
taken from him, during the difgrace of Gafton, but was reftored by cardinal Richelieu, as 
an inducement to afiift in the compofition of " The Dictionary of the French Aca- 
" demy." On this occafion the cardinal faid to Vaugelas, with a fmile — " You'll not 
" forget the word penJion r in the dictionary." — " No, my lord," — replied Vaugelas — 
M nor the word gratitude neither." 

Oliver Patru, the friend of Vaugelas, and of many of the beft authors of the age, 
was the firft barrifter whofe fpeeches were diftinguifhed for order, perfpicuity, decency, 
and elegance ; merits till then unknown to the French bar. He prevented the French 
academy, of which he was a member, from cbufing an ignorant nobleman, of high rank, 
from fucceeding to the place of Conrart, by the following obfervation. ** An ancient 
Greek" — faid Patru, to his brethren — M had an admirable lyre, one of the chords of 
" which he had the misfortune to break; inftead of replacing it with another made of 
*« catgut, he would have one of filvcr, which totally fpoiled the harmony of the lyre." 

The book called " The Maxims of Rochefoucault" is mentioned, by Voltaire, as a 
work that tended more than any other to form the tafte of the nation, and to enforce 
juftnefs and precifion in literary compofitions. The work itfelf has little elfe to recom- 
mend it; the maxims it contains being chiefly calculated to fhow, what few perfons are 
Unacquainted with, that felf-Uve is the ruling principle in human life. 

Bbtfe 
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Blaife Pnfcal fiourifhed during this reign. He was born at Clermont in Auvergne, 
in 1623, and in his early youth exhibited uncommon marks of genius. At fixteen he 
was deemed one of the firft mathematicians of the age. The work which gained him. 
moft applaufe was his " Provincial Letters," publifhed in 1654, and containing a moll 
fevere fatire on the Jefuits, whom he attacked with the dangerous weapon of ridicule. 
This publication, which has been characterized as containing all the wit of Moliere, 
and all the eloquence of Boffuet, was the firft work of genius, written in profe, that ap- 
peared in the French language. It was neverthelefs ftigmatized, by the church and the 
parliament, as an infamous libel ; but this cenfure, far from fupprefling the work, only 
tended to encreafe its circulation. Pafcal's conftitution being impaired, and his organs 
deranged, by intenfe ftudy, he died at Paris, in 1662, at the age of thirty-nine. Bof- 
fuet faid, that he would rather have been the author of the Provincial Letters than of 
any other work. 

The moft diftinguifhed ecclefiaftical orators and writers of this age were Boffuet, 
Bourdaloue, and Fenelon. The firft, born, of a noble family, at Dijon, in 1627, was 
deftined by his parents for the bar, and had engaged to marry a young lady, of great 
merit, of the name of Des Vicux ; but an early difplay of his theological talents, and 
of that fpecies of eloquence peculiarly calculated to fhine in the pulpit, induced his pa- 
rents to forego their choice, and the lady to refign her lover. He was admitted a doctor 
of the Sorbonnein 1652, and, being patronized by the queen-mother, he preached before 
the court, and obtained, by means of his eloquence, the bifhoprick of Condom, which 
he refigned, on being appointed preacher to the dauphin, in 1670. His fidelity in dif- 
charging the duties of this important ftation was rewarded, by the appointment of firft 
almoner to the dauphinefs, in 1680 ; and by the bifhoprick of Meaux, in the year fol- 
lowing. In 1697 he was appointed chancellor of ftate, and, foon after, firft almoner to 
the duchefs of Burgundy. He died, in 1704, at the age of feventy-feven. His works 
were numerous; moft of them on fubjects of theology; many of them controverfial ; 
but few of them are now read, except his Effay on Univerfal Hiftory, compofed for the 
ufe of his pupil, and his funeral orations, which are equally pathetic and fublime. His 
mode of pronouncing thefe orations was ftrongly impreifive and affecting ; and a paf- 
lage, in one of them, fpoken on the death of Madame, is faid to have forced a flood 
of tears from every one of the audience, though it contains nothing that feems calcu- 
lated to produce fuch a powerful effect. The paffage is this — «' O difaftrous night ! O 
" night of horrors, when, like a fudden burft of thunder, this aitonifliing news was 
41 heard to refound — Madame is dying; Madame is dead !" He entered into a contro- 
verfy with Fenelon, who had publifhed a book which, in the opinion of Bolfuet, was not 
perfectly orthodox. This controverfy, on the part of the latter, was conducted with 
more zeal than temper ; the firmnefs of his mind is difplayed in his anfwer to the king, 
who, after Boffuet had defeated his adverfary, afked him, what he would have done, if 
he (Lewis) had protected the archbifhop of Cambrai ? " Sire," — replied Boffuet — " I 
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** ftiould have exclaimed ten times louder : when a man enlifts in the caufe of truth, he 
" is fure to triumph, fooner or later." His time was fo wholly devoted to the duties of 
his profefiion, that he fcarcely allowed himfelf any leifure for exercife or recreation. 
Though he had moft beautiful gardens he fo feldorn vifited them, that his gardener could 
not refrain from telling him one day, * If 1 were to plant faints, fuch as Saint Auguftin 
" and Saint Chryfoftom, you would come and fee them; but, as for your trees, you care 
•* nothing about them." 

Lewis Bourdaloue was a native of Bourges, and, in 1648, when only in his feven- 
teenth year, affumed the habit of a Jefuit. His orations and fermons are compofed in a 
ftyle rather remarkable for ftrength than ornament ; perfpicuous, not florid, he rather 
wifhed to convince the realon than affect the paffions of his audience ; he difdained the 
falliesof imagination, and would not Hoop to pleafe. He died in 1704, highly refpedt- 
ed, even by thofe who were no friends to the Jefuits. His fermons and orations are frill 
read and efieemed. 

Francois de Salignac de la Motte Fenelon, was born at the caftle of Fenelon, the feat 
of his anceftors, on the fixth of Auguft, 1651. Having diftinguiihed himfelf by his 
fermons at Paris, he attracted the notice of the king, who employed him to convert the 
Proteftants in Xaintonge, and the Pays d'Aunis. He was afterwards entrufted with the 
education of the dukes of Burgundy, Anjou, and Berry, and the precepts he was careful 
to inftil into the minds of his pupils rendered the duke of Burgundy one of the moft vir- 
tuous and accomplished princes of the age. This important fervice was rewarded with 
the archbifhoprick of Cambrai, to which he was appointed in 1695, and which he only 
accepted on condition of being permitted to pafs three months in the year with his pu- 
pils, to whom he was Sincerely attached. At the fame time he voluntarily rcfigned the 
abbey of Saint Valery, his confeience not permitting him to hold a plurality of bene- 
fices, the duties of which he could not difcharge. His acquaintance with madame 
Guyon, a woman of fome fafhion, who had adopted, with that enthufiafm fo natural to. 
the fex, the doctrine of £>uictifm, gave great offence to Boffuet, (formerly his matter, 
now his rival), who required him to join him in his condemnation of the fair enthufiaft, 
and to fubferibe his paftoral instructions. Fenelon refufed to facrifice either his fenti- 
ments or his friend ; and, in order to juftify the former, he publifhed his book, entitled, 
" An Explanation of the Maxims of the Saints." This work was violently attacked 
by Boffuet, and defended, with great mildnefs, by Fenelon; the controverfy, to which- 
it gave rife, was terminated by an order from the king for the latter to retire to his dio- 
cefe. The pope, (Innocent the Twelfth) after an investigation of nine months, pro- 
nounced his condemnation of the work in 1699. On this occafion, Fenelon displayed a 
degree of humility, refignation, and felf-denial, unparalleled in the annals of theologi- 
cal controverfy. He fubmittcd, without a murmur, to the fentence of the pope ; pub- 
lished a mandatory letter to his flock againft his own book; and condemned it, himfelf, 
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from the pulpit. As a proof of his repentance, he caufed a picture to be painted in 
which two angels were reprefented bearing a fun, and one of them treading upon various 
heretical works, among which was his own, diltinguilhed by its proper title. 

After this defeat, he lived in his diocefe, univerfally refpe£ted, for the Sanctity of his 
life, the purity of his manners, and the mildnefs of his temper : the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, during the laft war waged by Lewis the Fourteenth, gave Strict orders to his 
troops to commit no depredations on the eftates of Fenelon. This worthy prelate died, 
in 1 7 1 2, aged fixty-three. His principal works are " Telemachus :" — " Dialogues of 
" the Dead," in two volumes : — " Dialogues upon Eloquence in general, and upon that 
" of the Pulpit in particular to which is annexed a " Letter upon Rhetoric and 
" Poetry," addreffed to the French academy, of which the author was a member : — 
«« Directions for the Conscience of a King," compofed for the duke of Burgundy : — 
" An Abridgment of the Lives of the Ancient Philofophers," an unfinished work : 
— an excellent " Treatife on the Education of Females :" — " Philofophical Works, or 
" Demonstration of the Exigence of God, by Proofs drawn from Nature:" — ',' Spiritual 
M Works," in four volumes: — a volume of " Sermons," compofed in his youth ; and 
feveral publications in favour of the constitution unigenitus. 

Of all thefe books Telemachus has fecured the greateft admiration ; and, perhaps, no 
greater teft of its excellence will be required, than its tranflation info all the European lan- 
guages. It has been aflerted that this work was compofed for the instruction of the duke 
of Burgundy; but the aSTertion is wholly unfounded in fact, and feems to have originated in 
a conviction that it was well calculated for fuch a purpofe. It was written during his refi- 
dence in his diocefe, and is Said to have been delivered into the hands of the printer by a do- 
mestic whom Fenelon employed to transcribe it. But a fmall part of it was printed, at firft ; 
and only two hundred and eight pages had iffued from the prefs, when Lewis the Fourteenth, 
tmjuftly prejudiced againft the author, and imagining that the work was intended as a 
fatire upon his government, ilTued orders for its fuppreffion. The fame prejudice led the 
king, after the death of the duke of Burgundy, to burn all the manufcripts of his pre- 
ceptor, which that prince had carefully preferved. But fortunately the fiat of Lewis 
was not received as law in the dominions of fcience ; and while foreign nations loudly- 
condemned this act of arbitrary power, they bellowed on Telemachus the commenda- 
tions it deferved. Some of thofe ingenious critics who are Ikilled in the difcovery of 
allufions that exiSt but in their own brain, faw, in Telemachus, what Fenelon himfelf 
had, probably, never feen : they difcovered Aladame de Montefyan, in Calypfo; Mademoi- 
felle de Fontanges, in Eucharis; the Duchefs of Burgundy, in Antiope;. Louvcis, in Pro- 
tejilaus; King James, in Idomeneus ; and Lewis the Fourteenth, in Sefojiris. But men of 
taSte contented themfelves with pronouncing it a work of genius ; and every friend to 
his country fecretly wiflied to fee the court adopt the maxims of government it tended 
to inculcate. 
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La Bruyere, who flourifhed during this reign, produced a work ( His Cbarafiers) not 
lefs lingular (though in a different ftyle) than Telemachus ; a work, of which a friend of 
the author obferved, on reading it in manufcript, that it would procure him many read- 
ers, and many enemies. It would require a volume to give even a faint fketch or outline 
of the lives of all the literary characters that reflected honour on the reign of Lewis 
the Fourteenth. Montefquieu and Fontenelle flourifhed at this period. Among the 
hiftorians of the age, were Daniel, Mezerai, Henaut, Varillas, Le VafTor, Vertot, and 
Saint Real. Of the dramatic writers, Corneille, Racine, and Moliere, need only to be 
named to be admired ; nor fhould Crebillon, Deftouches, and Regnard be refufed the 
commendations to which many of their productions are fo juftly entitled: of the poets, 
the moft diftinguifhed were Boileau, La Fontaine, Quinault, La Motte, Jean-Baptifte 
Rouffeau, Regnier, Flechier, (bifhop of Njmes), Grecour, Voiture, Chaulieu, and Ver- 
gier. The good abbe de Saint Pierre alio flourifhed in this reign, who deferved to be 
immortalized for his " Projefl (however impracticable) of a Perpetual Peace ;" and 
though his works have been — not inaptly — denominated the dreams of a good citizen, 
his idea of confining intolerant divines in a receptacle for lunatics, proves him to have 
been a man of fenfe, and a good Chriftian. 

Of the three orders of the ftate, the leaft numerous, the clergy, is that which has ever 
required the moft delicate management on the part of the fovereign. To preferve, at 
once, the union with the fee of Rome, and to maintain the liberties of the Gallican 
church ; to enforce from the prelates the fubmiflion of fubjects, without infringing on 
the rights of epifcopacy ; to fubject them, in many refpects, to the fecular jurifdiction, 
and to leave them the power of judges in others ; to make them contribute to the wants 
of the ftate, without violating their privileges: all this requires a mixture of dexterity 
and firmnefs, which Lewis the Fourteenth, in general, poil'effed. 

The clergy of Fiance were, by degrees, reftored to that ftate of order and decency 
whence the civil wars and the licentioufnefs of the times had removed them: the king 
would no longer fuft'er feculars to hold livings, under the title of Confidcntiaires ; nor 
perfens who were not priefts to enjoy bifhopricks, as cardinal Mazarin, and many others 
had done", in the former part of his reign. 

The contributions paid to the king by the clergy of France, and of the conquered 
towns, amounted, communibus amiis, to about two millions, five hundred thoufand 
livres; and afterwards, the value of money being encreafed, they paid to the ftate al- 
moft four million of livres, in tenths, extraordinary fupplies, and gratuitous gifts. Th« 
expreflion of gratuitous gift, properly ufed by the clergy, during the early ages of the 
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monarchy, was frill retained, (though no longer applicable to their prefent contribu- 
tions) as well as their claims to the immunities they formerly enjoyed, with this, their 
favourite maxim, that the property of the church is the property of the poor ; not that they 
pretended to be exempted from contributing to the wants of the fiate — for the ftate, when 
in want, muft ever Hand firft on the lift of poverty — hut they infifted on their right of 
affording only voluntary affiftance ; whereas Lewis the Fourteenth always exacted fuch 
afliftance in a manner that precluded the poffibility of refufal. 

It has been frequently afferted, that the French clergy did not contribute near fo much 
as they ought to the exigencies of the ftate, on the erroneous fuppofition that they pof- 
felTed one third of the kingdom. Voltaire, who may fafely be credited when he fpeaks 
in favour of the clergy, afferts, that, of all the Catholic churches in Europe, that of 
France had accumulated the leaft riches. The revenues of the French bifhopricks, with 
very few exceptions, were moderate: thofe of Strafburgh and Cambrai were the moft 
confiderable, becaufe they originally belonged to Germany, where the church was im- 
menlely rich. In fliort, it appears, that, at the commencement of the prefent century, 
the total revenue of the church of France did not exceed eighty millions of livres, 
f about three million, three hundred and thirty-three thoufand pounds fterling) which 
fupported ninety thoufand monks and nuns, and about one hundred and fixty thoufand 
ecclefiaftics. The grand abufe, in the diftribution of this revenue, was the infufficiency 
of the incomes of the inferior clergy, which feldom exceeded five-and-twenty or thirty 
pounds a year. 

Lewis the Fourteenth was particularly careful in confining, within proper bounds, 
the authority of the church: he enforced the right of appealing from the ecclefiaftical 
ordinances to the parliament, in all cafes where thofe ordinances interfered with the 
royal jurifdidtion. Though the clergy frequently complained of this conduct, they 
had fometimes caufeto be pleafed with it ; for if, on the one part, thefe appeals tended 
to maintain the rights of the ftate againft epifcopal authority, they afforded, on the other, . 
fupport to that authority, by maintaining the privileges of the Gallican church,, in op- 
pofition to the court of Rome ; fo that the bifhops confidered the parliament both as 
their adverfaries and defenders ; and the government took care that the bounds prefcribed 
to either party fhould not be tranfgreffed. 

The privilege of the Regale, which we have before explained, had given rife to va- 
rious contentions between the church and the ftate, from the partial exemptions to 
which particular prelates preferred a claim. In 1608, under the reign of Henry the 
Fourth, the parliament declared that the Regale extended univerfally over every part of 
the kingdom ; the juftice of this, however, was queftioned by the clergy ; and the affair 
remained long undecided. Cardinals Richelieu and Mazarin caufed feveral arrets to he 
iffued by the council, enjoining thofe prelates who claimed an exemption, to produce the 
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titles on which fuch claims were founded : but this produced little effect, and, fo late as 
the year 1672, the king did not dare to difpofe of a fingle living, in raoft of the diocefes 
beyond the Loire, during the vacancy of a fee. 

At length, in 1673, the chancellor, Le Tellier, affixed the great feal to the edi£t, by 
which all the biftiopricks in the kingdom were fubjecled to the Regale. Two prelates 
alone, and thofe, unfortunately, the moft virtuous men in the kingdom — Pavilion, hi (hop 
of Alet, and Canlet, bifhop of Pamiers — refufed to fubmit. The plaufive reafons al- 
ledged, on both fides, only ferved to prove that the matter was involved in greater doubt 
and obfeurity than had been generally imagined. The bifhops remained inflexible ; ex- 
communicated two canons appointed by the king ; and the pope (Innocent the Eleventh) 
efpoufed their caufe. 

The king, at firlt, contented himfelf with banifhing the principal officers of the re- 
fractory prelates ; and the bifliop of Alet, whofe great age commanded refpect, was fuf- 
fered to die in peace. The bilhop of Pamiers, though he had loft his coadjutor, remain- 
ed unlhaken, redoubled his excommunications, and perfifted in his refufal to regifter his 
oath of fealty, from a conviction that fuch an oath tended too much to fubjedt the 
church to the monarchy. The king feized his temporalities ; but he was amply recom- 
penfed by the pope and the Jfatifenifls, who rendered his income larger than it was hefore. 
He died in 1680, firmly perfuaded that he had maintained the caufe of God againft the 
king. His death, unfortunately, did not terminate the quarrel: fome canons, nominated 
by the king, were forcibly expelled from their church, and excommunicated, by fome 
monks, who pretended to be canons and grand- vicars. Monpefat, archbifhop of Tou- 
loufe, whofe bufmefs it was to take cognizance of this affair, in vain pronounced fen- 
tence againft the ufurpers, who appealed to the court of Rome. The parliament then 
interfered in favour of the archbilhop; but one of the monks, named Ctr/y, had the 
prefumption to annul both the fentences of the Metropolitan, and the arrets of the par- 
liament. Provoked by this infolence, the parliament condemned him to lofe his head, and 
h<? was accordingly executed in effigy ; but, fecure in his retreat, and encouraged by the 
pope, he infulted both the archbi/hop and the king. The pope perfuaded, like the bilhop 
of Pamiers, that the Regale was an abufe which had crept into the church, and that the 
king had no right over the biftioprick of Pamiers, broke the ordinances of the arch- 
bifhopof Touloufe; excommunicated the new grand-vicars, appointed by that prelate, 
and the canons nominated by th« king. 

Lewis now convened an alTembly of the clergy, compofed of thirty-five bilhops, and 
as many deputies of the fecond order. The Janfenifts, for the firft time, took the part 
of the pope ; and the pope, being an enemy to the king, favoured the Janfenifts, whom 
he did not like. The aflembly, however, which continued fitting in the years 1681 
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and 1682, declared unanimoufly in favour of the king. Meanwhile another difpute 
arofe, which, from the violence with which it was purfued, became important. The 
archbifliop of Paris having nominated a prior to a priory in one of the fuburbs of the 
metropolis, the pope annulled the tranfaflion, and broke the ordinance of the prelate. 
The parliament having declared the proceeding of the pope to be an abufe of his power, 
the pope iffued a bull, ordering the inquifition to burn the arret of the parliament ; and, 
in revenge, the parliament ordered the bull to be fuppreffed. 

The afTembly of the clergy, however, had recourfe to moderate meafures, and proved, 
by their conduct:, that prudent men can yield, with dignity, to their fovereign, without 
the intervention of any foreign power. They confented to the extenfion of the Regale 
throughout the kingdom ; but this was rather a conceflion on the part of the clergy, 
who relaxed from their pretenfions from gratitude to their protestor, than a formal re- 
cognition of the abfolute right of the crown. 

The afTembly attempted to juftify their conduct to the pope, in a letter; one paffage of 
which ought to ferve as an eternal rule in all difputes* 7 : viz. — It is better- to facrifice 
J'ome part of our rights, than to difturb the public peace. The king, the Gallican church, 
and the parliaments, were all- fatisfied ; but the Janfenifts publifhed fome libels, while 
the pope, who remained inflexible, iffued a brief, by which he annulled all the refolutions 
of the affembly, and ordered the bilhops to retract. Such a violent proceeding was fuf- 
ficient to promote an eternal feparation between the churches of France and Rome. 
During the adminiftration of Richelieu and Mazarin, it had been in agitation to appoint 
a patriarch ; and the magiftracy all eagerly wifhed, that the tribute of the annates might 
no longer be paid to the court of Rome ; that the pope fliould be deprived of his right 
of nominating, during fix months in the year, to all the benefices in Brittany ; and that 
the French prelates fhould ceafe to call themfelves bifnops by pcrmiffion of the holy fee. 
Had the king been fo difpofed, afingle word would have effected the feparation ; he was 
mafter of the afTembly of the clergy, and the whole nation would have joined him. But 
there are ancient boundaries which cannot be broken down without violent convulfions: 
greater interelts, ftronger paffions, and more effervefcence in the minds of the public 
were neceffary to promote a fudden rupture with the court of Rome ; and it would have 
been very difficult to accomplifh this project, while it was in agitation to extirpate the 
Calvinifts. It was even thought a bold itroke in the affembly of the clergy, to publifli 
their four famous decifions, of which the following is the fubftance. 

1. God has given no power, to Peter and his fucceffors, either direct or indirect, over 
temporal affairs. 
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2. The Gallican church approves of the council of Conftance, which declares the 
fuperiority of general councils, in fpiritual matters, over the pope. 

3. The rules, cuftoms, and practices, received in the kingdom, and in the Gallican 
church, ought to remain unfliaken. 

4. The decifions of the popes, in matters of faith, are not to be received as final un- 
til accepted by the church. 

Thefe four propofitions, in their utmoft extent, were regiftered in all the tribunals, 
and in ajl the faculties of theology; and an edict was publifhed, forbidding the promul- 
gation of any doctrine of a contrary tendency. This firmnefs was confulered, by the 
court of Rome, as a rebellious attempt; and, by all the Proteftants of Europe, as the 
feeble effort of a church, born free, to recover its ancient liberty. The four maxims 
were, at firft, maintained with enthuiiafm by the nation ; but that enthufiafm fubfided 
by degrees; towards the end of the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, they began to be 
confulered as problematical ; and cardinal Fleuri afterwards procured, from an afTembly 
of the clergy, a partial difavowal of them, which created neither noife nor aftoniihment. 

Innocent, meanwhile, continued his threats, refufing bulls to all the bifhops and com- 
mendatory abbots nominated by the king, fo that, at the death of that pontiff, in 1689, 
there were nine-and-twenty diocefes in France unprovided with bifhops. Thefe prelates, 
indeed, received their revenues, but neither dared to undergo the ceremonv of .confecra- 
tion, nor to perform the functions annexed to their ftations. The idea of electing a 
patriarch was revived; and it was generally believed, that the time was, at length, come, 
for eftablifhing in France a church Catholic and dpojlallc, but not Roman. The attor- 
ney-general, Harlai, and the advocate-general, Talon, encouraged this idea, when they 
appealed, in 1687, from the bull publifhed againft the franchifes enjoyed by the ambaf- 
fadors at Rome, and exclaimed, with great violence, againft the obftinacy of the pope, 
jn leaving fo many churches without paftors ; but the king would never canfent to- 
the meafure. 

Alexander the Eighth and Innocent the Twelfth confirmed the condemnation pro- 
nounced by Innocent the Eleventh againft the afTembly of the clergy, and purfued the 
lame line of conduct as had been obferved by that pontiff; while the bifhops, tired of 
their precarious fituation, demanded of the court of France permiflion to appeafe the - 
court of Rome ; and the king had the weaknefs to comply with their requeft. Each of 
the prelates wrote a letter to his holinefs, in which he obferved that he was grievoujly 
afflltlcd at the proceedings of the afl'cmbly, and did not confider their maxims as decifive. 
Innocent the Twelfth, lefs implacable than his predeceffors, admitted the excufe, and a 
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reconciliation took place, though the four proportions ft ill continued to be taught in 
France from time to time. 

A confiderable reform took place in the manners of the clergy during this reign, and 
fome fteps were taken towards the fuppreffion of that fpirit of fuperftition which had too 
long given an undue influence to defigning priefts over an ignorant and credulous multi- 
tude. Gafton Louis de Noailles, bifhop of Chalons, had fo far conquered the prejudices 
of the age in which he lived, that, in 1702, he ventured to deflroy a relic, which had 
been carefully preferved, for feveral centuries, in the church of our Lady, and adored 
under the name of The Navel of jfefus Chrifi. All Chalons murmured again 1) the 
bifhop for having committed this flagrant act of profanation. Prefidents, counfellors, 
crown-lawyers, treafurers of France, tradefmcn, notables, canons, and rectors, unani- 
moufly protefled, by a juridical act, againft the conduct of the bifhop, reclaiming the 
facred relic, and juftifying their anxiety on the occafion by various examples, fuch as the 
robe of our Saviour, preferved at Argenteuil; his handkerchief, at Turin and Laon ; 
one of the nails of the crofs, at Saint Denis ; his prepuce, at Rome ; and various other 
relics, which are often defpiled even by thofe who pretend to value them moA. 

But this flight attack on the fuperftitious practices of the age by no means tended to 
check that fpirit of intolerance which fprings from a more contaminated fource, and is 
productive of more fatal effects. Lewis the Fourteenth was animated againft the Hugo- 
nots, by the continual remonff ranees of his clergy, by the infinuations of the Jefuits, by 
the court of Rome, and, laftly, by the chancellor, Le Tellier, and his fon, Louvois, 
who, being enemies to Colbert, wifhed to deftroy the reformed as rebels, becaufe that 
minifter protected them as ufeful fubjects. Lewis, ignorant of the motives of their fe- 
ceflion from the eftablifhed church, only cenfidered them as dangerous fubjects who had 
frequently revolted againft the authority of their fovereign. Bent on their deftruction, 
he endeavoured, at firft, to undermine, by degrees, the edifice of their religion : the 
fmalleA pretext was fufficient to deprive them of their places of worfhip, and they were 
forbidden to take Catholic wives ; — an act of impolicy which betrayed an ignorance of 
the influence of the fair-fex, of which no one could have fufpected the king. The in- 
tendants and bifhops-endeavoured, by the moft plaufive means, to deprive them of their 
children. Colbert had orders, in 168 1, to admit, in future, no Hugonot into any of the 
offices of the revenue ; and they were generally excluded f rom all trading companies. 

In order to operate their converfion appeals were made to their avarice : and arguments 
of this kind did not fail to convince many of the poorer clafs , this trifling fuccefs render- 
ed the council more bold ; in 1681, adeclaration was iffued by which children, at the age 
of feven, were admitted to renounce their religion ; and, in fupport of this meafure, 
many children were taken from their parents in the provinces, with a view to force 
them to abjure, and foldiers put in their place. The confequence of fuch proceedings 
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was tbe emigration of numerous families, who repaired to foreign countries, where no 
reftraint was impofed on their religious principles, and where they were received with 

open arms. 

The council, alarmed at this natural confequence of their own violent and unjuftifi.- 
able condudt, fought to remedy the evil they had occafioned, by farther a£ts of violence 
and injuftice. An edi£l was publifhed, by which the punifhment of the gallies was de- 
nounced againfl all Proteftant artifans and mariners who fhould endeavour to quit the king- 
dom : it being remarked, that many of the Calvinifts were preparing to fell their eflatcs, a 
declaration immediately appeared, confifcating all fuch property, in cafe the venders fhould 
leave the kingdom within a year. Severities were now redoubled againft the clergy, who 
were forbidden to preach on the ilighteft offence, whilft all the property bequeathed thera 
was appropriated to the ule of the national hofpitals. 

All Calviniftic fchool-maflers were forbidden to receive boarders ; the miniflers were 
fubjc&ed to the Taille ; the Proteftant mayors were deprived of their nobility ; and all 
fuch Hugonots, as were officers in the king's houfhold, or king's fecretaries, had orders 
to difpofe of their places. All of that religion were excluded from exercillng the pro- 
feflion of a notary, advocate, or attorney. While the Catholics were enjoined to make 
profelytes ; the punifhment of perpetual exile was declared to be the portion of any Pro- 
teftant minifter who fhould make a fimilar attempt. Thefe arrets were all publickly 
foliated by the clergy of France, whom Voltaire, on this occafion, compares to the 
children of a family unwilling to divide heir property with foreigners introduced 
by force 2S . 

At length the Hugonots, in 1682, ventured todifobey, in fome diftridts, the tyrannical 
mandates of their fovereign. They aflembled, in the Vivarais and in Dauphine, near 
the places where their temples had been demolifhed: when attacked, they defended them- 
felves ; two or three hundred of them, without a leader, without a fortified town, and 
even without a plan of proceeding, were difperfed with facility, in a quarter of an hour. 
Punifhinent followed their defeat. The intendant of Dauphine caufed the grandfon of 
the minifter Chamier, who had drawn up the edi£t of Nantes, to be broken alive. The 
intendant of Langucdoc inflidted a limilar punifhment on the preacher Chomel: three 
others were condemned to die in the fame way, and ten to be hanged, but they fortunate- 
ly found means to cfcape, and were only executed in effigy. Thefe tranfa£lions oc- 
curred in 1683. 

It was at this period, that the king, after having fent miflionaries into all the 
provinces, was perfuaded to fend dragoons alfo. Thefe acts of violence were ill-timed, 

2 * Siecle de Loui« XIV. torn. iii. p. 152; 



I7I5.] LEWIS THE FOURTEENTH. 5 1 7 

but they were the confequence of the ridiculous idea which then prevailed at court, that 
every thing rauft give way, at the name of Lewis the Fourteenth. They did not reflect 
that the Hugonots were no longer the fame men who had difplayed their courage, in the 
fields of Jarnac, Montcontour, and Coutras ; that the rage of civil war was extinguifh- 
ed, and that if the fat hers had been rebels, under Lewis the Thirteenth, the children were 
fubmiffive fubjedls, under Lewis the Fourteenth. In England, Holland, and Germany, 
different fects who, in the preceding century, had maffacred each other, were now feen 
to live in peace in the fame towns. Every thing in fhort tended to prove, that an abfo- 
lute monarch might be equally well ferved by Catholics and Proteftants : and the juftice 
of queen Chriftina's obfervation is evident; "I confider Fiance" — fays fhe in one 
of her letters — " as a fick perfon whofe arms and legs are cut off, as a remedy for a dif- 
order which mildnefs and patience would have totally cured." 

If motives of humanity could not induce Lewis to adopt a different line of conduct, 
policy ought to have prevented him from attacking the Hugonots at a time when he- 
was at variance with the pope. But his intolerable vanity, which betrayed him into fo 
many errors, led him to adopt the refolution of humiliating the pope with one hand, and 
crufhing Calvinifm with the other. 

Towards the conclufionof the vear 1684, while Lewis the Fourteenth, armed on all 
fides, had nothing to fear from his neighbours, troops were fent into all the towns and 
carries, where moft Proteftants refided ; and as the dragoons were ill-difciplined at that 
time, they committed more exceffes than any other foldiers: this expedition was called the 
Dragonade. The cruelty and oppreffion to which the unhappy Hugonots were fubject- 
ed, when hunted like wild beafts, and expofed to the licentious rage of a brutal foldiery, 
have already been de/cribed. There was fomething ft ran gel y inconfiftent in the conduct' 
of the court, which, while engaged in voluptuous gratifications, and diftinguifhed for 
mildnefs of manners and refinement of tafte, iffued orders the moft barbarous and mer- 
cilcfs. The inflexible defpotifm of Louvois feems to have predominated in this affair; 
and there are letters of his ftill extant, written in 1685, conceived in thefc terms. — "It; 
" is his majefty's will, that the greateft rigours flu 11 be executed on thofe who will not: 
" adopt his religion ; and, that fuch s have the ftupid vanity to hold out to the laft, 
** fhould be purfued to the laft extremity." 

One of the moft tyrannical and deteftable edicts that was iffued during this aera of' 
perfecution, was that which enjoined the feizure of the children of Proteftants, in or- 
der to place them under the care of their neareft Catholic relations ; an order fo repug- 
nant to nature and humanity, that it was fcarcely ever enforced. 

But in the celebrated edict which revoked that of Nantes, it appears that the court 
defeated their own ends. Their objeft was to unite the Calvinifts to the national 
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church. Gourville, a man of gre?t judgment, when confulted by Louvois on the Sub- 
ject, propofed to him to confine all the minifters, and only to releafe fuch as, gained by ✓ 
fecret pennons, would abjure in public, and thereby ferve to promote the defired union 
much more efficacioufly than mifiionaries and foldiers. But, inftead of following this 
politic advice, it was ordained, by the edi6t of revocation, that all miniiters who would 
not become converts, fhould leave the kingdom in fifteen days : — a ftrange infatuation ! to 
fuppofe, that, when the pallors were expelled, a great part of the flock would not follow 
them. The old chancellor, Le Tellier, when he ligned the edict, exclaimed, in a trans- 
port of joy — " Lord, now letteft thou thy fervam depart in peace ; for mine eyes have 
** feen thy falvation !" 

All the temples of the Hugonots being deftroyed, and all their miniiters banifhed, the 
next object of the court was to devife means for retaining within the pale of the Catho- 
lic church all fuch as had become converts from intereft, perfuafion, or fear. Thefe 
amounted to upwards of four hundred thoufand, who were all obliged to attend the ce- 
lebration of the mafs, and other ceremonies of the church. Some were fentenced to be 
burned for fpitting out the confecrated wafer after receiving it from the hands of the 
prieft ; and the bodies of fuch as refufed to receive the facrament, on their death bed, 
were dragged on a hurdle, and thrown into the highway. 

But the fpirit of the Calvinifls feems to have encreafed by perfecution. They affem- 
bled, indifferent places, to fing their pfalms, notwithstanding the ediiSt which declareJ 
fuch affemblies illegal, and denounced the punifhment of death againlt all perfons who 
fhould attend them. The fame punifhment was alfo decreed againfr. fuch minifiers as 
fhould return into the kingdom ; and a reward of five thoufand five hundred livres was 
offered to any perfon that fhould inform againft them. Several, however, returned, and 
were put to death by various ways. 

The fed ftill fubfirted, though it appeared to be annihilated, and, at the commence- 
ment of the prefent century, while Lewis was engaged in a dangerous war, the Calvinifts 
found me.ins to excite an infurredtion in Languedoc, and the adjacent country. A con- 
fpiracy was formed for feizing the duke of Berwick, and the intendant, Baville, in the 
town of Nimes ; for promoting a general revolt in Languedoc andDauphine ; and for in- 
troducing the enemy into thofe provinces. The fecret was inviolably prefcrved, for a 
confiderable time, though upwards of a thoufand perfons were engaged in the confpiracy. 
At length, the indifcietion of one man led to a difcovery : upwards of two hundred 
Proteflants were tried and executed ; the duke of Berwick endeavoured to exterminate 
them ; and the few that efcaped the fvvord retired into foreign countries. 

But the extirpation of the Heretics did not procure peace to the French church, 
which was divided by the difputes that lubfiffd between the Janfenifn and the Jefuits ; 
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difputes the mod frivolous and abfurd, founded on certain propofitions, faid to be con- 
tained in a book, written by Cornelius Janfenius, bifhop of Ypres, and entitled Augujtluus 
feu doftrina fantli Auguflini de humana naturee fanitate, agritudine, medicind adverfus 
Pelagianos et Maffilicnfcs. This book was not publifhed till after the death of the 
author, when it fell, on the reduction of Ypres, into the hands of the Great Conde, 
who gave it to the world. Thus Janfenius became the head of a fi-ct, without intend- 
ing it : his book, it rauft be conleffed,- was not calculated to do much fei vice to Chrif- 
tianity, though Janfenius was, doubtlefs, of a different opinion ; it tended to enforce 
the doctrine of neceflity, maintaining that man was led invincibly though voluntarily to 
the commiflion of good or evil ; whence the author inferred the impojfibilitv of comply- 
ing with certain commandments, from want of the neceffary portion of grace. This 
doctrine was condemned by the pope; and was violently oppofed by the Jefuits in 
France; but the moft curious part of the difpute between the Janfenifts and Jefuits 
was this — that the five propofitions condemned by the latter were afferted by the former 
never to have been advanced by Janfenius ; and the pnffages of the book whence they 
were faid to have been extracted, were never once quoted, by either party, during the 
whole progrefs of the difpute. 

Le Tellier, the king's confeffor, found means to intereft Lewis in behalf of the 
Jefuits ; and that monarch, inftead of impofing filence on both parties, which would 
have been the beft purpofe for which he could poflibly have exerted his authority, ap- 
plied to the pope, and obtained from him the famous bull Unigenitus, which ferved to 
render him uneafy during the remainder of his life. 

The Jefuit, Le Tellier, and his party, had fent one hundred and three propofitions to 
Rome to be condemned : one hundred and one of them were profcribed by the holy of- 
fice ; whence the bull ilfued in 1 7 1 3. It excited great murmurs in France, and the 
king, whofe object in applying for it was to prevent a fchifm in the church, had nearly 
created one by obtaining it : the clamour was general, becaufe many of the propofitions 
that had been condemned by his holinefs appeared to every one to be not merely inoffen- 
five, but replete with the pureft morality. A numerous affembly of bifhops was con- 
vened, on the occafion, at Paris, when forty accepted the bull, for the fake of preferving 
peace : but, at the fame time, gave fuch explanations of it as were calculated to quiet 
the fcruples of the public. Their acceptance, unclogged with refrrictions, was fent to 
Rome; and the modifications were referved for the people ; by which means the pre- 
lates thought they fhould fatisfy, at once, the pope, the king, and the multitude. But 
cardinal de Noailles, and feveral other prelates of the affembly, vefufed to adopt either 
the bull or the modifications, unlefs the latter came directly from the pope. For this 
purpofe they framed a letter to the pontiff, but it was intercepted by the king, who fent 
the bifhops to their diocefes, and forbade the cardinal to appear at court. Seven more 
bifhops now joined the cardinal, and a ferious divifion took place in all the orders of the 
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clergy. Every body acknowledged that the obje# of difputc had no relation to the 
fundamental points of religion, yet were the parties as violent as if the fubverfion of 
Chriftianity liad been in agitation j and all the fprings of policy were fet in motion on 
both fides, as in an affair of the moft profane nature. 

The Jefuits were particularly anxious to procure the acceptance of the bull, by the 
Sorbonne ; and, though there was a majority of votes againft it, they ftill found means 
to get it regiftered. They were aflifted, indeed, by the miniftry, who imprifoned, by 
virtue of lettres de cachet, all who oppofed it. 

This bull had been regiftered in the parliament, in 17 14, with the referve of the ufual 
rights of the crown, the liberties of the Gallican church, the power and jurifdidVion of 
the bifhops ; but the voice of the public was ftill againft it: and cardinal Bifli, one of 
its inoft zealous defenders, declared, in one of his letters, that it could not have been 
received with greater indignity at Geneva than it was at Paris. 

The minds of the people were particularly irritated againft: the Jefuit, Le Tellier, who 
exerted his influence over the king for the moft unworthv purpofes. All the prifons 
had long been full of citizens accufed of Janfenifm ; and Lewis, whofe ignorance of 
thefe matters was inexcufable, had been taught to believe that it was the duty of a 
Chriflian king, and the only means of expiating his fins, to perfecute the heretics. Lc 
Tellier even prefumed fo far on his credit, as to make a propofal for effecting the depofi- 
tion of cardinal de Noailles by a national council. 

As a preparatory ftep to the affemhling this council, which was deftined to depofe a 
prelate, become the idol of Paris, and of the kingdom, by the purity of his manners, the 
fweetnefs of his temper, and ftill more by the perfecution he experienced, Lewis the 
Fourteenth was perfuaded to make the parliament regiuer a declaration, by which all 
bifhops, who had not accepted the bull, exempt from all reftrictions and modifications, 
were ordered to adopt it, under pain of being profecutcd as rebels by the attorney-general. 
The chancellor, Voifin, fecretary at war, a man of a defpotic temper, had framed this edict ; 
but D'Aguefltau, the attorney-general, who had a greater knowledge of the laws of 
the kingdom, abfolutely refufed to a£t upon it : and as the firft prefident, de Mefme, re- 
monftrated with the king upon the evil confequenccs that would refult from a proceeding 
fo rigorous and unjuft ; the execution of the edict was deferred ; the king was in a dying 
ftate; and thefe difputes embittered his laft moments, and accelerated his diffolution. His 
mercilcfs confeffor haraffect him by continual exhortations to complete a work which cer- 
tainly would not have tended to fecure refpeiSl to his memory. The attendants of the 
dying monarch, enraged at the conduct of the Jefuit, twice refufed him admiffion into the 
royal prefence ; and, at laft, infilled that he fhould not mention the bull Unigemtus to 
their mailer. — The death of Lewis produced a change in ecclefiaftical affairs. 
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A. D. 1 7 15 to 1720.] THE infant Monarch being unable, from his tender years, 
to aflume the reins of government, the firft objedl that commanded the attention of the 
court and the nation, was the appointment of a regent. The late king had, by his 
will, eftablifhed a council of regency, compofed of the duke of Orleans, the duke of 
Bourbon, (who was not to take his feat until he had completed his twenty-fourth year) 
the duke of Maine ; the count of Touloufe ; the chancellor; marefchals Villeroi, . 
Villars, Tallard, and Harcourt ; the four fecretaries of Mate ; and the comptroller- general 
of the finances. In this council all queftions were to be decided by a majority of votes, 
and the only pre-eminence affigned to the duke of Orleans was the privilege of a cart- 
ing vote. The perfon of the young king was placed under the fafeguard of the council 
of regency ; and the duke of Maine was appointed to fuperintend his education, with an 
abfolute power over the officers of his guard. In the event of the duke's death, he was 
to be fucceeded by the count of Touloufe. Marefchal Villeroy was nominated governor 
to the king, but fubjedt to the authority of the duke of Maine \ 

It was eafy to forefee, and indeed Lewis himfelf was aware of it, that a will of this 
kind, which betrayed a miftruft of the duke of Orleans, whofe birth entitled him to the 
exercife of an authority more honourable than that which was here bequeathed him, 
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would meet with confiderable oppofition. Accordingly, on the feconcf of Septemb r, 
the day after the king's death, the. duke went to the parliament, accompanied by the 
princes of the blood, and peers of the realm, and attended by an armed force, capable of 
influencing the votes of the court by the operation of terror, if they had not been pre- 
vioufly fecured by infinuations and promifes 2 . 

The duke opened the aflembly by a fhort fpeech, in which he briefly explained his 
right to the regency, and intimated that it ought not even to become a fubject of difcuf- 
fion ; in other words, be declared himfelf regent, and the parliament acquiefceing n 
the declaration, he, in fact, became fo, even before the will was opened. Amidft the 
tranfports of joy, excited by fuccefs thus prompt and complete, he fuffered promifes to 
efcape him which he certainly did not intend to perform. An intelligent perfon, devoted 
to his intereft, who was prefent at the time, flipped a note into his hand, containing this 
caution — " You are ruined unlefs you break up the fejfions." — The duke gave credit to the 
aflertion, and immediately adjourned the aflembly to the evening of the fame day. 

The will was then opened, and the parliament were very much aftonifhed to find that 
the perfon whom they had declared regent, had only been named by the king head of the 
council of regency. At each article, the firft-prefident, de Mefmes, who was firmly 
attached to the duke of Maine, exclaimed, " Hear, gentlemen, obferve; that is our law!" 
But the parliament judged otherwife, and this pretended law was almoft wholly abro- 
gated 3 . The duke was declared fole regent, and a council was appointed to affift him 
with their advice, the members whereof he had the power of augmenting or diminifh- 
ing at his pleafure. The duke of Maine only referved the office of fupeiintendant of 
the king's education. 

Having thus happily furmounted this firft difficulty, the regent proceeded to the for- 
mation of feven councils, the object whereof is fufficiently defined by their titles; viz. 
—the council of regency; of war; of finances; of the navy: of foreign affairs; of 
the home department ; and a council of confeience, to take cognizance of all religious 
affairs, and particularly to nominate to vacant benefices 4 . On the twelfth of Septem- 
ber, the duke took the infant monarch to the parliament to hold his bed of juftice ; when 
all the regulations picvioufly adopted were regiflered and publifhed. 

It was not to be expected that a change thus general and precipitate would meet 
with univerfal approbation. Marefchal Villars, although appointed prefident of the 

* Mtmoires de la Regence, torn. i. p. 10.— Memoires du Marefchal Due de Berwick, torn. ii. p. a 33.— Saint 
Fwrre, p. 560.— M6moires de Madame de Staal, torr 1 p. 27S , 281. 3 Berwick, torn. ii. p. 238.— Memoir* 

«e la Regence, p. J 3. * Memoires Ue Villars, torn. ii. p. 353. 
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council of war, objected to the meafure, and reprefented, that, in the firft moments of 
a new adminiftration, it was dangerous to fubvert the eftablifhed order of government ; 
that if folne changes appeared neceffary, it would be prudent to adopt them by degrees, 
to remove onlv what was acknowledged to be bad, and to fubftitute in its place what 
ihould appear better, without overturning the whole fyftem at once. 

But it was of confequence to the regent, at the commencement of his government, to 
give fuch an idea of it as would flatter the people ; and in this attempt he fucceeded, as 
well by the creation of the councils above mentioned, in which he gave feats to perfons 
of the different orders of the ftate, moft of whom were honoured with the public eiteem ; 
as by various other changes, eftablifhments, and projects, which were highly approved 
by the nation s . 

He reflored to the parliament the right of remonftrating againft the edicts of the 
crown, which had been taken from them by Lewis the Fourteenth ; he provided for the 
pay of the troops, in a punctual and regular manner; he adopted means for difcharging 
the intereft of the national debt ; and he fixed the value of gold and filver, which had, 
hitherto, perpetually varied. He evinced a difpofition to attack the financiers, which is 
always pleafing to the people, and to enrich the ftate with the fruits of their plunder. 
He circumfcribed the power confided to the intendants, whofe extenfive authority had 
long been viewed with jealoufy and miftruft ; and he ordered the ftate prifons to be in- 
fpected, and the complaints of perfons confined therein to be duly attended to. Many 
of thefe prifoners were releafed ; bifliops, priefts, and even laics, exiled for matters of 
religion, returned in triumph to their families, and had the pleafure of hearing a fentence 
of banifhment pronounced, in their turn, on the Jefuit, Le Tellier, and many of his 
turbulent brethren, who deferved to experience a feverer punifhment. Laftly, the regent 
circulated a letter, in which he alked for information on the meafures to be purfued for 
effecting a diminution of imports, and for rendering the mode of collecting the taxes lefs 
onerous to thofe who paid them. He alfo enforced a reform in the.expences of the 
court ; and completed the joy of the Parifians by promifingto bring the young monarch, 
as foon as poflible, to the capital. But the only perfon who was openly difgraced amidft 
the changes that now occurred was Phelippeaux Pontchartrain, a man whofe attachment 
to the legitimated princes, carried to an extreme that ftrongly favoured of affectation, 
rendered him fufpected by the duke of Orleans ; his place of minifter of the marine de- 
partment was given to the count of Maurepas, a youth of feventeen 6 . 

But under this new minifter the navy of France foon fell to decay. Marefchal Vil- 
lars, governor of Provence, having vifited the port of Toulon, in 17 16, the year after 



3 Memoire* de la Rejjenc*, torn. i. p. iz, 17. ' Memoires Je Dangeau. — Saint Simon, torn. iii. p. 187. 
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the appointment of Maurepas, found it in the moft deplorable ftate. W I faw, with 
grief,"— fays the marefchal 7 — " the deftrudlion of that formidable navy which had, vm- 
" derthc late king, fuccefsfully refilled the united efforts of the maritime powers. I 
•« found near thirty veflels totally abandoned, like floating citadels, fome of them car- 
" rying an hundred and twenty guns; and which had formerly borne the glory of the king 
" and of the nation, and the terror of our arms, to the fartheft extremities of the earth." 

This decline of the navy might in part be owing to the negligence of the regent, 
which has, by fome authors, been afcribed to the confidence he repofed in the Englifh. 
He had long lived in habits of intimacy with lords Stair and Stanhope, who are repre- 
fented as having availed themfelves of the credit which a conformity of tafte and incli- 
nations gave them with the duke of Orleans, to promote the interefts of their own na- 
tion 8 . They began by offering him the forces of England, in cafe Spain, as there was 
reafon to dread, fhould attempt to difturb him in the pofleflion of the regency : and, in 
Teturn for thefe offers, the duke confented to facrifice the Pretender, who had lately 
made an unfuccefsful attempt to affert his claim to the Englifh throne. The regent, 
being thus prejudiced in favour of the Englifh, is faid to have adopted their maxims, 
their opinions, and their fyftems; and this partiality had a confiderable influence upon 
public affairs, by means of the afcendancy which the abbe Dubois, who was paid by the 
Englifh, acquired over the regent'. 

Dubois — who had been tutor to the duke of Orleans — mart not be confidered merely 
as a libertine, as many writers have reprefented him, folely intent on arranging parties of 
pl»afure : if he contributed to infpire his pupil with a fpint of debauchery, or if he en- 
oouraged a difpofition ready formed to his hand, he alfo took care that he fhould acquire 
fuch knowledge as was fuitable to his rank ; and his induftry and application had more 
than once been rewarded by the approbation of the late king. Still, however, he poffeffed 
fo many bad qualities, paid fo little regard" to decency in his conduct, or truth in his 
profeffions, that the duke of Orleans, though ftrongly inclined to ferve him, was fearful 
of following bis inclinations, left he fhould incur the indignation of the public. Du- 
bois, however, after many indirect attempts, determined to prefs the regent to beftow on 
him fome mark of his favour ; he accordingly went to the palace, and boldly faid to hiin 
— " At a time when you have experienced fuch a change of fortune, will you fuffer a 
" man who has been your preceptor to remain in a ftate of inactivity?" The pupil hefi- 
tated, but, unable to refift the importunities of a perfon whom he had long been accuf- 

7 Memoires de Villars, torn. ii. p. 367. • Memoires de la Regence, torn. i. p. 40. — Saint Sim»n, 

torn. vii. p. zoo.— Villars, torn. ii. p. 352.— Dangeau. 9 i n the Memoirs of Saint Simon, (torn. v. p. 292.) 

mention is made of a penfion of forty thoufand pounds tterling paid by the Englifh to Dubois, and which that 
■uftifter enjoyed at hi» death,— slnyueti!, torn, iv, p, 73, 

Corned 



I Jl 6.] LEWIS THE FIFTEENTH. 525 

torned to oblige, he, at length made him a councillor of ftate. When the duke informed 
Dubois of this promotion, which appeared incredible to many perfons, he embraced him, 
in an affectionate manner, and faid— «" Abbe, a Hale reclitude I befeech you io ." ' 

Dubois, having gained admiflion into the miniftry, began to think how he fhould dif- 
play his talents to the greateft advantage. At this period there exifted two parties at the 
court, one of which was attached to the fyftem of Lewis the Fourteenth, which they 
wifhed to fee purfued as nearly as poflible: the other, fwayed, probably, by a defire of 
rendering abortive the plans of a monarch vvhofe abiolute power had afforded them juft 
grounds for difguft, oppofed, with ardour, every thing which bore even the re- 
moteft refemblance to his fyftem of policy. Lewis had never loft fight of the project 
of replacing the houfe of Stuart on the Englifh throne, and, with this view, he had 
conftantly kept up a conefpondence in the kingdom of England, which, even after his 
death, proved the caufe of no finall alarm to George the Firft. Though the Pretender 
had not profited by it, it was ftill an object of inquietude as long as France fhould retain 
the difpofition to rekindle the flame of revolt which had been fmothered, but not extin- 
guifhed. In order to remove this ground of uneafinefs, lords Stair and Stanhope could 
devife no other means than that of giving a fuperiority to the party that oppofed the 
maxims of the old court ; and they fucceeded in this attempt, by gaining over to their 
fide the abbe Dubois. 

Dubois himfelf was, indeed, materially interefted in promoting a total fubverfion of 
the political fyftem of France, becaufe, if it remained the fame as it was in the pre- 
ceding reign, neither his advice nor his negotiations would be wanted; whereas if 
a change took place, other meafures would be adopted, that might afford him em- 
ployment. Fears had already been inftilled into the mind of the duke of Orleans with- 
regard to the intentions of Spain to deprive him of the regency ; and care was now taken 
to infpire him with frefh apprehenfions on the fubject of the fucceffion to the throne, 
by infinuating that, if Lewis the Fifteenth, who enjoyed but a bad ftate of health, 
fhould die, Philip the Fifth might, poflibly, not think himfelf bound by his renuncia- 
tion ; and as Spain, at that time under the government of Alberoni, an active and 
enterprifing minifter, betrayed a difpofition to fhake off her floth, and was actually 
arming, the regent was eafily perfuaded that the object of thefe preparations was to fup- 
port, in the event of the king's death, the claim of Philip to the throne of France. 

The duke of Orleans moft certainly could not have been blamed for taking every pre- 
caution that prudence could fuggeft on this head ; and fuch was the opinion of marefchat 
Villars, who, one day, faid to him in the council — " We are firmly perfuaded that you- 

J? Dangeau, Janvier, 17 16. 
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" wifh the. king to live as fincerely as any of us ; but no one here can be aftonifhed at 
" your carrying your views ftill farther. Nor is it poffible that thofe meafures which 
*' every individual is at liberty to take for fecuring an eftate to his family, fhould incur 
" cenfure when adopted by a prince who is heir to the crown of France"." Villars 
concluded, that the regent ought to content hitnfelf with afcertaining what were the 
real views of Spain, in her preparations for hoftility ; and, if France were not the object 
of her attacks, to wifh her luccefs, and not interfere with her projedh. 

By adopting this advice, the French miniftry would, in fact, have difcovered that the 
object of Alberoni was to reunite to the Spanifh monarchy fuch of the Italian ftates as 
had been torn from it during the war of the fucceflion, in order to erect them into fove- 
reignties for the children of the princefs whom he had placed on the throne ; and that, to 
prevent the Englifh from giving any affiftance to the emperor, who was in poffeflion of 
thofe ftates, the Spanifh minifter intended to furnifh them with employment at home, 
by enabling the Pretender to make another defcent on the coaft of Britain. On this fub- 
ject Villars obferved to the regent — " If Spain wifhes to aggrandize herfelf, inftead of 

oppofing, aflift her. The more you contribute to her aggrandizement, the lefs will 
" fhe be difpofed to interfere with your pretenfions to the crown ; and were Philip the 
" Fifth to make any fuch attempt, he would fee all Europe arm againft a prince whom 

you would have rendered too formidable by contributing to the extenfion of his pow- 
«* er. England, at leaft a part of it, is difpofed to receive its lawful f over eign ; let us 
" follow thofe views with which the glory of the nation and proximity of blood infpire 
** you, rather than thofe which will finally lead you to wage war againft the king of 
" Spain." The regent appeared to be ftricken with the concluding exhortation of Vil- 
lars ; and looking ftedfaflly in his face, he exclaimed — " Your projects are on a large 

fcale." — But his refolution was already taken. 

The regent continued his intimacy with lords Stair and Stanhope, as well as his ne- 
gotiations, with the fecret of which the abbe Dubois was alone entrufted. This agent 
was foon after fent to the Hague, in the capacity of ambaflador-extraordinary, to affift 
the Englifh in perfuading the Dutch to enter into a treaty of alliance againft Spain. 
The treaty was figned on the ninth of July, 17 16, by the minifters of France, England, 
and Holland : the regent engaged that the Pretender fhould immediately quit the domi- 
nions of France, and never return thither on any pretence whatever : that no rebellious 
fubjects of Great Britain fhould be allowed to refide in France; and that the treaty of 
Utrecht, with refpedt to the demolition of Dunkirk, Ihould be fully executed to the 
fatisfacYion of his Britannic majefty. The treaty contained a mutual guarantee of all 
the places poffefled by the contracting powers; of the Proteftant fucceflion on the throne 

11 Villan, tom.iL p. 391. 



of 



!7l6.] LEWIS THE FIFTEENTH. 527 

of England, as well as that of the duke of Orleans to the crown of France ; and a de- 
fenfive alliance, ftipulating the proportion of fhips and forces to be furnifhed to that 
power which fhould he dilturbed at home, or invaded from abroad. It was the fingular 
fate of this treaty to be equally cenfured by the Englifh and the French. The former 
alledged, that a necdlefs umbrage was given to Spain, with which their nation had great 
commercial connections, and that, on pretence or an invafion, a body of foreign troops 
might be introduced to enflave the kingdom: while the latter complained, that the Eng- 
lifh, who, a few years before, had waged a destructive war againft France, were now not 
only admitted to terms of familiarity with the regent, but were fuffered to domineer 
over the council, and prefcribe laws to the court. 

During thefe negotiations, a chamber of juftice was eftablifhed by the regent, in 
1716, for the purpofe of enquiring into the malverfations of all perfons employed in the 
different departments of the revenue. This chamber was compofed of prefidents and 
councillors of the parliament, officers of the chamber of accompts, and the court of aids ; 
and mafters of requefts ; who were mtrufted with very extenfive powers. In order to en- 
courage informations, one fifth part of the fines and confiscations was promifed to the 
informer, and a tenth of all concealed effects to fuch as fhould furnifh the means of 
difcovering them. If we may be allowed to form an idea of the extent of their fraud 
and extortions by the degree of terror and alarm which the objects of this profecution 
evinced on the publication of the edict, we rauft conceive their malverfations to have 
been enormous. The proceedings were, at firft, carried on with vigour and impartiali- 
ty; the Baftille and all the other prifons were foon filled with perfons accufed or merely 
fufpected, and many of them had a guard placed at their own houfe : an order was if- 
fued to refufe poft horfes to fuch as fhould feek for fafety in flight, and to forbid all 
perfons from favouring their evafion by any means whatever. The people, always 
enemies to that description of men, diftinguifhed, in France, by the appellation of Mal~ 
totters, were highly gratified at feeing thofe who had excited their envy and indigo 
nation by their riches, and, fometimes, by their infolence, dragged to this new tribu- 
nal, defpoiled of their ill-gotten wealth, and branded with ignominy. Some were con- 
demned to the pillory, others to the gallies, a third defcription was difmiffed after pay- 
ing heavy fines, and one onlv — and he, probably not the moft difhoneft " — was fen- 
tenced to die, in a province remote from the capital. 

After the firft example had been made, a different mode of punifhment was adopted, 
and fines, under the denomination of taxes, were, indiscriminately, impofed on all offen- 
ders. Thefe amounted to about four hundred, who paid upwards of one hundred and 
eighty millions of livres, of which eighty were appropriated to the payment of the notes 

" Samuel Bernard offered fix millions of livres (two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fterling) to be allowed 
i» efcape without paying a fine. 

iffued, 
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iflued, and other debts contracted, by the government 13 . What became of the reft we 
may learn from madame de Maintenon, when fhe fays — " We are daily told of fome 
** new grant of the regent upon the taxes, and people murmur very much at this mode 
" of employing the money taken from the peculators."— When we know, too, that 
there were courtiers, at that time, mean enough to folicit, by way of gratification, 
taxes on hired carriages, and on the Jews, we may fairly prefume, that many of the 
fame defcription held out their hands, on this occafion, to the regent, whofe facility of 
difpofition fuffered millions to fall into them that ought to have been employed in di- 
minifhing the debts of the ftate, and the burdens of the people. 

But the regent derived no advantage from the abafement of the financiers, which cir- 
cumftance occafioned a general murmur at the ufelefs, or, rather, unprofitable, feverity 
that had been exercifed againft them And this murmur encreafed in proportion as the 
chamber of juftice continued its refearches, and deviated from the path which had been 
prefcribed by the edict of erection. Tradefmen of good character were now cited to ap- 
pear before this arbitrary tribunal, and compelled to lay open their affairs before the 
judges, in order to confute the charges of extortion and fraud that were unjuftly exhi- 
bited againft them. In (hort, the very perfons who had, at firft, praifed the eftablifh- 
ment as an aft of wifdoin and juftice, now earneftly implored its fuppreflion, through 
fear of falling victims to the malevolence of informers, from whofe daring attempts in- 
nocence feems to have formed but a feeble protection. Thefe apprehenfions induced 
people to conceal their money ; and commerce, for want of its main fpring, languilhed 
of courfe. 

It became neceflary, at the expiration of a year, to fupprefs this tribunal ; and the 
chancellor's fpeech, on its diflolution, is beft calculated to explain the fenfations it had 
occafioned in the minds of the public: — " You know," — faidhe — " gentlemen, that re- 
" medies themfelves may, fometimes, when continued too long.be converted into evils. 
** At the fight of a multitude of criminals, who, by the ties of blood and the connec- 

tion of fortunes, have found means to intereft in their behalf even the found parts of 
** the ftate, the affrighted public are thrown into a kind of confternation and difcourage- 
" mcnt, which retards their operations, and obftructs all the movements of the body po- 
U Ktfc. Such even is the character of the people, who, ever difpofed to inconftancy, 
" eafily pafs from excefs of hatred to excefs of compaffion. They enjoy the fight of a pu- 
" mfhment prompt and rigorous, but they cannot fupport the idea of its duration ; and, 
" fuffering their firft fentiments of indignation againft the guilty foon to fubfidei they 
" almoft accuftoin themfelves to believe them innocent, when they fee them wretched 
" for any length of time' 5 ." 

«3 Ltttres de Maintenon, torn. vi. p. 15 i_Dangeau, Jan. 4 et 16, 17,6. U M «moircs de la Rcg.nce, p. 106. 
•J Dangeau, n Mars, 171 7. 

The 




Re gext of France . 



/■"utlt/htS as tAe AcllJtrtetr Sv C. Lewndr Marct. t6 r ,7y3 



LEWIS THE FIFTEENTH. 



5*9 



The chamber of juftice being fuppreffed, the decifionof fuch matters as were in a ftate 
of difcuffion was referred to the court of aids. A general amnefty was granted to all 
againft whom no charges had yet been preferred; and, in order to correct one excefs by 
another, it was decreed, by a particular declaration, «« That in future the farmers-general 
" fhould be exempted from all taxes and refearches," a privilege directly contradictory 
to the edict of 1625, recited in the preamble to the edict of erection, which fays — " That 
" every ten years a chamber of juftice fhall be eftablifhed, in order that the malversations 
u of officers and other perfons concerned in the collection, receipt, or diftribution of 
" the public money, may never remain unpunifhed 'V 

The regent's extravagant thirft after pleafure; his violent averfion from bufinefs ; his 
facility in following the advice and adopting the prejudices of others; his indolence in 
examining matters, and his confidence in conjectures, which occafioned family difputes 
that were converted into affairs of ftate; a foreign war; a total derangement of the 
finances ; and violent movements among the clergy and magiftracy ; all thefe events ren- 
dered the firft years of the regency a period of confufion and trouble. 

The duke of Orleans was certainly not vindictive ; indeed, his indulgent difpofition 
was fo well known to the Parifians, that, in their fongs, the only appellation by which 
they diftinguifhed him was that of Philip the Debonnaire. Yet in his conduct to the 
legitimated princes, there are ftrong grounds for l'ufpecting that he was actuated by an 
impulfe of refentment. On the very firft day of his regency, he had affumed the whole 
of the power, which it had been the wifh of Lewis the Fourteenth to divide ; his political 
objects therefore were attained ; but as men are feldom apt to fpare thofe whom they 
have once offended, he permitted the duke of Bourbon (though he might eafily have pre- 
vented it) to prefent a requeft to the parliament, the object of which was to deprive the 
duke of Maine and the count of Touloufe of the rank and prerogatives of princes of 
the blood, which had been conferred on them in the preceding reign 11 . 



* 6 Memoires de la Regente, torn. i. p. 89. — The regent retained fo little of the money taken from the finan- 
ciers, that he could not pay for the valuable diamond which he purchafed, aad which was called, from him, Tht 
Regent. He was averfe from incurring an «xpence fo confiderable, until^ urged by the fuggeftions of the duke 
de Saint Simon, who reprefented the honour of the crown as concerned in the purchafe. — Dangeau, 6 Juin, 1717. 
Saint Simon, turn. vii. p. 99. 

This diamond weighs upwards of five hundred grains, is perfectly clear, without the fmalkft flaw, and of the 
firft water. The price given for it was two millions of livres, (eighty-three thoufand three hundred and thirty- 
three pounds, fix millings and eight pence, fit) 'ling), and the feller kept the parings. As the duke of Orleans wai 
not in poffeffion of fo much money, he gave the perfon of whom he bought it an annuity, until l'uch time as he 
could pay him, and, in the interval, lodged jewels in his hands to the amount of two million. — JnqtutU, t.iv. f. 104. 

»7 Memoires de la Regence, torn. i. p. 441, 272, 289, 314. 343, 346. — Staal, torn. i. p. 304 — Lettresde Main- 
tenon, torn. vi. p. 99, 18S, 405, 301. 
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In the account of the proceedings of this famous trial, it is in vain to fearch for the 
motives which led the duke of Bourbon to feek the degradation of perfons fo nearly al- 
lied to him, ashis mother's brother, his aunt's hufband, and the regent's wife's brother. He 
profefled, indeed, to be folely actuated by a concern for the intereft of the nation, which 
could, not, he faid, admit of an arbitrary difpofal of the crown, and, of the intereft of 
the peers, who, by the title of princes of the blood, accorded to the illegitimate off- 
fprings of the late monarch, were removed one ftep farther from the throne ; but, in 
fact, he was fwayed by two motives of a different nature. The firft was a violent antipa- 
thy to the duke of Maine : " He has" — faid Madame de Maintenon — " the fame averfion 
" from this poor prince that fome people have from particular animals." The fecond 
arofe from fome litigious difcuffions concerning a law-fuit that had taken place between 
the relatives of the houfes of Conti and ConJe. The duke of Maine, who had married 
into the latter, had done all in his power to accommodate the duke of Bourbon ; and the 
duchefs of Maine, at the requeft of her hulband, had made fome confiderable facrificcs 
to her brother : but all thefe conceflions were inadequate to prevent the prevalence of a 
violent hatred ; the fuit was carried on with a degree of acrimony and virulence, which, 
unhappily, are but too common in family difputes ; and although an accommodation 
afterwards took place, the duke of Bourbon ftill cherifhed a degree of refentment that 
impelled him to this enterprize againft the legitimated princes. 

As the families of Conde and Conti had claimed the interference of the dukes and 
peers, the duke of Maine and the count of Touloufe called to their afliftance the upper 
clafsof nobility, who were offended with the peers for having efpoufed the caufe of the 
princes of the blood in a manner that feemed to indicate a feparation of interefts, and to 
enforce a claim of fuperiority over the reft of the nobility. The legitimated princes re- 
quired that the decifion of the caufe might be deferred until the king ihould come of 
age, on the pretence that an edict fo folemn as that which had given them the rank of 
princes of the blood, could not be annulled during a regency. They likewife main- 
tained, that fince the queftion related to the fucceffion to the throne, the ftates-general, 
who alone had a right to decide on it, ought to be convened. 

But thefe objections were over-ruled, and, notwithltanding the efforts of the legiti- 
mated princes, a royal declaration was publifhed, on the fecond of July, 171 7, and regif- 
tered on the eighth, by which thofe princes were deprived of tht titles, lights, and pri- 
vileges of princes of the blood, excepting only the rank which they enjoyed in the fit- 
tings of the parliament ,s . In thised & the king, alluding to the probable extinction of 
the reigning family , was made to fay — « But if the French Jhould experience this calamity, 
" it Would belong to the nation alone to repair the lofs by the wifdom of its choice ; 

>» Memoires de Pollnitz, torn. viii. p. 8i.— Lettres de Maintenon, torn vii. p. zij, 458. 
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*• and fince the fundamental laws of the kingdom have happily deprived us of the abi- 
" lity to alienate the dominions of our crown, we glory in the acknowledgment that we 
" are ftill lefs authorifed to difpofe of the crown itfelf." The duchefs of Maine was 
highly enraged at the edict, but her hufband difplayed a degree of coolnefs and tranquil- 
lity on the occafion, that difconcerted his enemies. His conftant reply to fome propo- 
fals that had been made to him for an accommodation, on certain conditions, was — That 
a man fhould never confent to become the inftrument of his own degradation, but pa- 
tiently fubmit to what he could not prevent, and defer his attempts to obtain redrefs to a 
more favourable opportunity. 

The conduct of the parliament in this bufinefs was the mod extraordinary — Though 
they pretended to be the reprefentatives of the three orders of the kingdom, and there- 
fore oppofed the motion for convening them, they neverthelefs made no attempt to ex- 
ercife their rights. After having regiftered the edict of Lewis the Fourteenth, without 
the fmalleft difficulty, they now regiftered, with equal facility, that which revoked it ; 
and they carried their inconfiftency fo far as to fupprefs a proteft, figned, by thirty-nine 
perfons of the upper clafs of nobility, againft any decifion in an affair which concerned the 
nation, and therefore ought to be tried by an affembly of the ftates ; and even to fuffer 
five of thofe who fubcribed it to be arretted in their piefence, and thrown into prifon. 

From thefe difputesthe attention of the regent was diverted by preparations to fulfil 
the engagement he had contracted with the empire and the maritime powers. While 
thefe were carrying on, the intriguing genius of Alberoni had led that minifter to pro- 
ject a confpiracy for effecting a change in the government of France. The time was not 
ill-chofen ; for though there was no abfolute infurrection in the kingdom, there ftill ex- 
ifted a fpirit of difcontent, a kind of uneafinefs in the body politic, occafioned by a con- 
fcioufnefs that there were fome things in the government which ought to excite difplea- 
fure. The majority of the nation were by no means pleafed with the alliance con- 
cluded with England, and the total fubverfion of the political fyftem adopted by Lewis 
the Fourteenth incurred great difapprobation. 

The people too had loft all their hopes of a prudent and economical adminiftration : 
hopes that were founded on the eftablifhment of the councils at the commencement of 
the regency, and on the right of remonftrance reftored to the parliament. The coun- 
cils, at which the regent fometimes met with opinions contrary to his own, difpleafrd, 
and people who were fond of gueffing at events from caufes, foretold that they would not 
be of long continuance. The remonftrances of the parliament were not interdicted, but it 
was pretended that they ought to be confined to particular objects. It was determined 
by the court to circumfcribe their fubftance and their form ; and thefe limits, impoled, 
as was then generally believed, with a view to throw a veil over the operations of the 
miniftry, gave rife to conjectures, which engendered fufpicions and fears. 

3X2 LafUy, 
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Laftly, the refpect which is due to decency of manners had fome (hare In promoting 
the general difcontent ; for even perfons who are not very rigid in their morals will be 
fhocked at an open difplay of contempt for what the world is accurtomed to hold facred. 
Many of thofe who had difapproved the fcruples of Lewis the Fourteenth, cenfured, 
with great feverity, the unbridled licentioufnefs of the prefent period, which corrupted 
almoft all the young men who frequented the court. If fuch perfons as made every- 
thing a fource of amufement fometimes laughed at the indecent jokes of the duke of 
Orleans, prudent men, who were aware of the confequences of fuch conduct, refufed 
their approbation to the infulting levity with which the firft man in the ftate treated 
religion and its minifters". The favour, too, enjoyed by Dubois, excited univerfal in- 
dignation; it led him openly to afpire to the firft dignities of the church, though in- 
capacitated from obtaining them by means of a marriage which he had fecretly contracted, 
and the proofs of which he had contrived, by the moft unworthy means, to deftroy. 

That minifter contributed, by his advice, to the perfecution which was renewed, at 
this period, againft the duke of Maine ; with whom he wasdifpleafed for having ftrongly 
oppofed, in the council, the treaty of the Quadruple Alliance* 0 ; and he joined his refent- 
ment to the hatred of the duke of Bourbon, who, perfevering in his antipathy, could 
not be contented until he had totally ftripped the duke of Maine of all his honours and 
emoluments. The duchefs of Maine, fortfeeing the ftorm, endeavoured to avert it by 
coming to an explanation with the regent. Her efforts, however, proved vain, for the 
regent had been perfuaded, that the duke of Maine had formed a project for taking the 
king to the parliament, with a view to procure a delaration of his majority, and, by that 
means, annihilate the regency. Marefchal Villars, to whom the duke of Orleans 
imparted this pretended plot, obferved, that he did not believe the duke of Maine to be 
fufficiently determined to adopt fuch a refolution ; and, indeed, the indecifive conduct 
of that prince proved the juftice of the marefchal's opinion 

On the twenty-fixth of Auguft, 1718, at fix in the morning, the members of the 
^puncil of regency were fummoned to attend an extraordinary council, which they were 
told would be followed by a bed of jufticc, at the palace of the Tuilleries The edicts 
that were to be carried to the latter were firft read in the former By one of them par- 
liaments were prohibited from taking cognizance of ftate affairs; another declared, that 
every edict prefented to the court to be regiftered, lhould be confidered as regiftered 
(whether it was or not) at the expiration of eight days from the time at which it was 

>» Haying made a numerous promotion of bifhnps, he faid before the whole court—" The Janfeniffc will not 
" complain; for I have juft given every thing to grace, and nothing co m-:rit." 10 although, at that time, 

there were but three contraaing parties, it was, neverth- bfs, cabled Tie >i}uadiuple Alliance, becaufe a place was left 
open for the king of Spain, which he was afterwards compelled to fill, »« Dangeau— Me'moires de la Re- 

gencc, torn. ii. p. 113. — Villars, torn. ii. p. 407, 41J. * 
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prefented : by a third edicl it was declared that, the duke of Maine and the count of 
Touloufe were deprived, at the folicitation of the peers, of the rank which they held in 
the parliament, where, in future, they were to take place after all the peers of France, 
except fuch as had been created pofterior to the edict of 1694. An exception, however, 
was made in favour of the count of Touloufe, who was fuffered to retain his honours, 
rank, and prerogatives, though debarred the privilege of tranfmitting them to his 
pofterity. 

The duke of Bourbon next read a memorial, in which he thus addreffed the king: — 
" Sire, the late king having exprefTed a defire that the duke of Maine fhould be entruft- 
" ed with the education of your majefty, although that place belonged to me in right 
*' of my birth, and according to ancient examples, I made no oppofition, in confidera- 
M tion of my minority. But all the reafons by which my conduit was then actuated 
" having ceafed tooperate, I require that this honour may be conferred on me, accord- 
*' ing to the juftice of my claim." 

Thefe papers were all read a fecond time before the parliament, who were affembled in 
an adjoining apartment where the bed of juftice was holden. The firft prefident afked 
permiflion to deliberate on the different edicts ; but the keeper of the feals, after approach- 
ing the king's perfon, as if to receive his orders, briefly replied, " That his majefty re- 
" quired inftant obedience" With regard to the duke of Bourbon's requeft, the regent 
advifed the young monarch to comply with it. 

Many of the peers were greatly aftonifhed at thefe harfh meafures, adopted in their 
name; they highly dilapproved of the conduct of the regent ; but they wanted firmnefs 
to oppofe what they had virtue to condemn. The duke of Maine himfelf, far from 
making any efforts to preferve a place which was, at leaft, indifferent to him, told mare- 
fchal Villars, before this difgrace, that he was fo tired with the tribulation he was def- 
tined to experience, that, not withftanding the honour he derived from fuperintending the 
king's education, he would willingly give ten thoufand crowns to the courier who 
fhould bring him a lettre de c^cha, to banifh him to his eftates for five years. The 
duchefs of Maine prized this honour more than the duke ; and when fhe received the 
order to refign to the duke of Bourbon the apartment which her hufband occupied at the 
Tuilleries, as fuperintendant of the king's education, fhe replied, in a tranfport of rags, 
** Fes, I will refign it /" At the fame time, fhe ordered her fervants to remove the furni- 
ture without delay, and, to accelerate the bufinefs, fhe broke, with her own hands, all the 
pier gbffes and china ornjments, and every thing elfe fhe could lay hold of. As it was 
pubhckly known that fhe was extremely irritated, all the malecontents immediately 
flocked around her, not doubting but that fhe would be well-difpofed to revenge the af- 
front her hufband had fuftained, whenever a favourable opportunity fhould occur, 
t 

In 
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In addition to the fevcre treatment which the parliament had experienced at the bed of 
juftice, the regent ordered three of their members, who had oppofed his proceedings, to 
bearrefted and committed to prifon ; which excited a great fermentation, not only in the 
company itfelf but in the metropolis, where every one was aftoniflied at an aft of rigour 
that had not been attempted fince the time of the barricadoes. Similar exertions of fe- 
verity, exercifed upon other parliaments, chiefly on that of Brittany, alfo fpread the 
alarm in the provinces. The duke of Orleans having, at the fame time, fuppreffed the 
councils eftablifhed at the commencement of the regency, in order to fubftitute depart- 
ments in their place, at the head of which he placed fecretaries of ftate more dependent 
on himfelf ; almoft all the great families, and fovereign courts, who, from their members 
having feats in thefe councils, confidered themfelves as admitted to a fhare in the govern- 
ment of the kingdom, could not forbear murmuring at being deprived of a prerogative 
on which they placed fo high a value. 

The fpirit of difcontent was farther encreafed by the immenfe lofTes which private 
families fuftained from the difcount of the notes iffued by the government as fecurity 
for the debts contracted by Lewis the Fourtenth, during the time of his diftrefs. The 
lofs upon thefe notes was no lefs than feventy-eight and an half per cent, whilethe notes 
of the new bank, erected, in virtue of a royal edict, on the fifth of May, 1716, under 
the direction of the celebrated John Law, an enterprifing Scotchman, who had con- 
ceived the project of eftablifhing a company that might pay off" the debt of the nation 
by notes, and reimburfe itfelf by its profits, daily encreafed in value. The fcheme he 
propofed appeared fo plaufive, that it was adopted, with great eagernefs, by the regent; 
and the people, equally deceived by the feducing allurements held out to them, haftened 
to exchange their cafh for the notes of this bank, which foon bore a premium of fifteen 
per cent. The notes of the government were received at the enormous difcount above 
mentioned, and thofe of the bank were given in their place, at the premium they bore; 
fo that the State not only paid off its debts at a trifling expence, but acquired wealth at 
the fame time ; while individuals were ruined, by fuffering themfelves to be defpoiled of 
more than two thirds of their property. 

The afionifh'mg eargernefs which people difplayed to get rid of the bills of the go- 
vernment arofe from an opinion artfully propagated, that they would continue to de. 
creafe in value until they became wafte paper, while the bank, fupported by the flou- 
rifhing commerce of the MifTifippi, of which wonderful ftories were told, and ftrength- 
ened by the emoluments arifing from the farming of the national taxes, could not fail 
toprofper, and confequently to enrich the proprietors beyond all eftimation. 

The Englifh, who are fo well acquainted with all the arts of ftock -jobbing, need not be 
told that an opportunity was by this means afforded to individuals of acquiring fplendid 
fortunes ; and Law who held, as it were, the balance of this lucrative traffic, did not 

forget 
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forget himfelf. Tn lefs than a month he purchafed, of the count of Evreux, the coun- 
ty of Tancarville in Normandy : he offered the prince of Carignan fourteen hun- 
dred thoufand livres for the hotel de Soiffons : he paid the marchionefs of Beuvron five 
hundred thoufand livres for an eftate which he bought of her: and about the fame 
time hs was endeavouring to make a bargain with the duke of Sully for the marqui- 
fate of Rofny 2 *. 

Sums thus confiderable, acquired in fo fivort a fpace of time, and expended with fo 
much eafe, made people think that there were much larger profits which did not appear. 
Many perfons began to open their eyes, and to remark that the director of the bank 
could not have acquired fuch an immenfe fortune, unlefs a great number of individuals 
had fuftained lofTes or had reafon to apprehend that they would fuftain them. The par- 
liament took the alarm, and ifTued an order to arreft Law ; but the regent took him under 
his immediate protection, and he purfued his fyftem to the great detriment of many and 
advantage of others. 

Alberoni paid the greateft attention to what was parting in France. The regent and 
the Englifh miniftcr prefTed him to complete the quadruple alliance by the acceffion of 
Spain ; but he exerted all his ingenuity in the creation of delays, while he endeavoured to 
give the Spaniards a firm footing in Sicily ; and at the fame time that he expected, by 
this artifice to reftrain the Englifh, who were prepared to attack the Spanifli fleet as 
foon as it fhould quit the harbour of Cadiz, he flattered himfelf with the hope of fuf- 
pending the efforts of the duke of Orleans by the troubles he was endeavouring to ex- 
cite in France 23 . 

Whether the profpe«£t that was now discovered originated with the Spanifli minifter, 
or was firft conceived by the French malecontents, it is not eafy to decide ; it is certain 
however, that they foon underftood each other, and acted in concert. It is natural to 
fuppofe that the duchefs of Maine was not the laft to embrace, or even to devife, means for 
injuring the regent: we are told by her friend, Madame de Staal, that her original inten- 
tion, when fhe firft opened a communication with the court of Spain, was only to en- 
gage Philip to fupport the duke of Maine and his opprefTed family : and that the in- 
flructions fhe gave to the perfon fhe fent to Madrid were confined folely to this point. 
But whether thefe inltructions were only given with a view to found the difpofition of 
the Spanifh monarch, before fhe ventured to place a confidence in him, or whether the 
advances made by Alberoni induced her to go farther than fhe had intended, fhe certain- 
ly entered into a clofe correfpondence with the Spanifli ambaflador. Their firft plan 

M Memoirei de la Regence> p. iii. SJ Idem torn. ii. p. 153, 238, 301, 393.— Saint Pierre, p. 656. 

Dangeau, p. 546, 575, 584, 609. — Staal. torn. ii. 
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was to prevent the king of Spain from acceding to the quadruple alliance, as being too 
favourable to the duke of Orleans, and to engage him to demand the convention of the 
ftates-general,for the purpofe of limiting the authority of the regent, and of repreffing 
theabufes that obtained in his government. 

But in proportion as the probability of fuccefs appeared to encreafe, they extended their 
project ; and, by the letters, which the duchefs of Maine perfuaded M. de Malezieu 
and cardinal de Polignac to compofe for Philip who was to fend them to the young king, 
his nephew, to the parliament, and to the itates-general themfelves, it appears ; that the 
Spanifh monarch was not only to require that France fhould reject the quadruple alli- 
ance, but, in exprefs terms, that the regency fhould be taken from the duke of Orleans, 
on account of the abufes of which he had been guilty, and given to the king of Spain, 
who had the belt right to it. 

The ambaflador was well aware that he could not poflibly fucceed in an attempt of this 
magnitude without the affiftance of a confiderable party ; he therefore employed himfelf, 
with the utmoft diligence, to gain over men of all defcriptions — nobility, officers, priefts, 
monks, gentlemen, and magiftrates. He cared not by what interefts they were actu- 
ated ; whether their views were the fame, or they all concurred in promoting the fame de- 
fign ; being convinced, that when the ftorm was ready to burft, hatred againft the regent, the 
love of novelty, or the dread of finding themfelves alone, would induce them to join that 
faction which fhould be pointed out to them. Hence various parties were formed, each of 
which had its own myfteries, and endeavoured to augment the number of its aflbciates. 
Like all men of ardent difpofitions, who imagine their plans can never fail of fuccefs, 
thefe confpirators, particularly the fubalterns, flattered themfelves with the idea that all 
who did not openly oppofe their fentimcnts were their zealous coadjutors, and as fuch 
inferibed their names on their lifts. Cellamare, no longer doubting a fuccefsful ifTue 
to his project, gave an account of his progrefs to Alberoni, who, confiding in the aflur- 
ances of the auibaffador, confidcred the regent as already depofed, 

.This minifter was the more anxious to promote a revolution in France, as the Eng- 
lifh, tired out with his delays, had, at length, determined to attack Spain. They met, 
encountered and defeated the Spanifh fleet, deftined to carry fuccours to the army in Si- 
cily. The cardinal, enraged at this check, and finding himfelf threatened, at the fame 
time, by France, wrote to the ambaflador to fit fire to the mine. 

Whilft this order was on the road to Paris, the prince of Cellamare fent to Madrid the 
model of the letters, and other inftruments on which he wifhed to confult the minifter 
before lie made ule of them. He thought he had discovered a certain mode of convey- 
ing them in fafety, by entrulting them to the abbe Porto.Carrero, nephew to the car- 
dinal of that name, who was going to Spain with Monteleone, fon to the Spanifh am- 
baflador 
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baflador at the court of England. They had a chaife with a falfe bottom, in which the 
papers were put. 

Meffages, appointments, and conferences between the confpirators could not take place 
without movements that created fufpicion. Theduchefs of Maine was clofely watched: 
none of her actions efcaped obfervation : not a perfon that frequented her houfe, by 
day or night, difgui fed or not, but was well known. Yet, not wifhftanding there pre- 
cautions, it is probable the duke of Orleans would have made no difcovery but for an ac- 
cident, which is differently reprefented by different authors. 

The account of Madame Staal, who relates what was generally believed at the time, 
is this: — That the Spanifh ambaffador's fecretary, in order to excufe himfelf for not at- 
tending an affignation he had made with a celebrated courtezan, told her that he had"fo 
many difpatches to prepare, on account of the departure of the abbe Portocarrero, that 
he found it impoffible to keep his word with her. This woman, who was intimately 
connected with the regent, related the circumffance to him, under an idea that he might 
poflibly be concerned in the event: and the duke immediately difpatched a courier, with 
■orders to fearch the travellers* 3 . 

The other account is to be found in the Memoirs of Dangeau, who tells us, that the 
two abbes, having obtained a paflport for themfelves and their fuite, had fuffered a Spa- 
nifh banker, who was flying from London, where he had broke for a confiderable fum, 
and had defrauded his creditors, to accompany them. This man being purfued by fomeof 
his creditors, who procured an order to arreft him wherever they fhould find him, was 
overtaken by them at Poitiers, and, in fearching for his papers in the chaife, they difcover- 
ed thofe of the Spanifh ambaffador, which they feixed, and then fuffered Portocarrero 
to purfue his journey. 

The courier difpatched by the abbe to the prince of Cellamare, with the news of 
this difafter, arrived before the perfon who carried the papers to the regent ; fo that the 
ambaffador had fufficient time to deftroy his molt important papers, and he had the pre- 
emption to demand the reftitution of thofe which had been feized. Inftead, however, 
of complying with this modeft requeft, the regent placed a guard at his door, and after- 
wards ordered him to be conveyed to Blois, where he remained until the duke de Saint 
Aignan, the French ambaffador at Madrid, returned to France. 

One of the accomplices, for whom the prince of Cellamare entertained the greateft 
apprehenfions, was the abbe Brigaut, well known as a man of intrigue, and, therefore, 

*J Staal, torn. ii. p. 49. 
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likely to attradt the notice of government. The ambaffador fent him an hundred louis, 
and his beft horfe to facilitate his efcape. The abbe accordingly difguifed bimfelf, and 
travelling with great expedition, proceeded to the diftance of twenty leagues from the 
capital, but he was overtaken between Nemours and Montargis, and thrown into prifon. 
Several others, who had not been allowed to exercife fo much diligence as the abbe, were 
arrefted; and the Baftille was foon filled with prifoners. Every day fome new accom- 
plice was feized; and as the emiflaries of Spain had made application to great numbers of 
perfons, even fuch of thefe as had entered into no kind of agreement with them, being 
ignorant whether or not they had inferibed their names on their lifts, began to enter- 
tain apprehenfions for their perfonal fafety, and the alarm, by this means, became 
general a5 . 

Some of the parties concerned having been examined, the duchefs of Maine was ar- 
retted at Paris, on the twenty-ninth of December, and conveyed to the citadel of Dijon ; 
the duke of Maine was alio feized at Sceaux, and confined in the cafile of Dourlens. 
Several of their doir.eftics and dependants, among others, Mademoifelle de Launay, af- 
terwards Madame de Staal, were committed to the Baftille. Their fons, the prince of 
Dombes and the count D'Eu, were confined in the town of Eu ; their fifter, Mademoi- 
felle du Maine, was fhut up in the convent of the vifitation at Chaillot ; and cardinal 
Pol ignac received orders to remain at his abbey of Anchin in Flanders. 

In order to juftify, in the eyes of the nation, thefe flrokes of authority, the regent 
publifhed the three letters which had been found among the papers of Portocarrero, de- 
figned to be addrefTed, by the king of Spain, to the king of France, to the parliament, 
and to the fiates-general as foon as they fhould be affembled : together with another 
paper, entitled, Requejl of the States to his Catholic majefty, defiring him to aflume the re- 
gency of the kingdom, or elfe to appoint fome other perfon to hold it for him 26 . But 
there were feveral articles in thefe papers which it would have been highly prudent in 
the regent to fupprefs. Among thefe may be reckoned the following remarks on his 
^onduft to the parliament : — " This company, whofe power to appoint to the regency 
" has been acknowledged ; to whom application was made for receiving it; with whom 
" flipulations were entered into on receiving it from their hands; to whom promifes 
" were publickly made and confirmed with an oath, that the regent only wifhed to have 
" the power of bellowing favours, and would leave all affairs of ftate to be finally de- 
" cided by a majority of votes in thecouncil of regency; — this company is now treated 
*' with contempt; their wife remonftrances are difregarded; and their moft worthy 
" members excluded from the council; the moment truth iffues from their lips, the re.- 
" gent not only refufes to liften to them; but modefly forbids to repeat to your inajefty 

3 $ Villars, torn. ii.p. 416, 420, 424, »5 Memoires de la Regence, torn. ii. p. 178, 184. 
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" the indecent and intuiting language he makes ufe of to the crown-lawyers ; of which 
" the regifiersof the parliament will tranfmit the attcftation to thelateft pofterity z \' y 

Another paffage ran thus — "The public has reaped no advantage, either from the pro- 

" fecution of the financiers, or from other meafures that were profeffed to be adopted 

" with a view to its emolument : the fame contributions that were levied by the late 

u king, during his moft expenfive wars, are ftill exacted ; but Lewis the Fourteenth, 

" while he received with one hand diftributed with the other, and that circulation of 

" money afforded fubfiftance to the nobility and people ; whereas at prefent the patri- 

" mony of the crown is wholly con fumed by foreigners, who know how to flatter the 

" prevailing paflion of the regent." Again — It feems to have been the firft care of 

" the duke of Orleans to fhew that he gloried in his irreligion. That irreligion has 

" plunged him into an excefs of licentioufnefs, of which ages the moft corrupted afford 

*■• no example; and, while his conduct excites the contempt and indignation of the peo- 

" pie, it affords ftrong grounds for apprehending that the kingdom may experience the 

*• fevereft effects of divine vengeance." 

The fame imprudence which had fuperinduced the publication of thefe writings, in the 
firft heat of refentment, had caufed them to be preceded by a notice, n That as foon as 
" the king's fervice, and the precautions neceffary for the fafety and repofe of the ftate, 
*' would permit, the publication of the other projects, manifeftoes, memorials, and all 
" the circumftances of this horrid confpiracy, would be fully explained." 

But, after interrogating the prifoners, inftead of the enormous crimes which thefe ex- 
preflions feemed to imply, all that appeared was a defign of affembling the ftates-gene- 
ral ; nor was this defign — criminal from the mode of accomplifhing it, and from the cor- 
refpondence with a foreign power to which it led — fubftantiated by proofs fufficient to 
convict the parties accufed. Indeed, the papers taken from the abbe Portocarrero tended 
completely to eftablifh the guilt of the Spanifh ambaflador, in profiting by his fituation 
to excite troubles in France ; but they could tend to the conviction of no other perfon, 
for thefe papers being only copies, the perfons named or alluded to therein might, and, in 
fact , did deny having any knowledge of the bufinefs. 

D'Argenfon, keeper of the feals ; Le Blanc, fecretary at war, and the abbe Dubois, 
were appointed commiffioners for trying the prifoners. Madame de Staal compared 

*7 This allufion probably relates to what was then reported of the regent, who, being teized one day by the 

crown-lawyers on fome matter of importance, exclaimed — " s/l/ez-vous fainf e." One of them replied, with 

great gravity, " It it jcui tVjal highwjis pleajuie that fill en/ivei Jhalt be inferted in the regijlers?" The duke laughed, 
and immediately attended to the bufinefs. 
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them, on their entrance into the Baftille, to the Three Judges of Hell. They found 
extreme difficulty in procuring, from the depofitions they took, any proof of the deteji- 
able con/piracy that had been fo folemnly announced. The prefident de Malezieu, and 
cardinal Polignac, were the only perfons againft whom any legal procefs could be insti- 
tuted ; and they could not deny that they had compofed the letter deftined to be fent to 
the king of Spain for the purpofe of requiring the convention of the ftates. 

The original letter, in their own hand- writing, was intended to Ire burned; and the 
cardinal, in a hurry to attend the king's mafs, juft as the copy was completed, defired the 
duchefs of Maine would not fail to have it thrown into the fire. Malezieu took it with 
him for that purpofe, but as he did not burn it immediately, he laid it by fo carefully, that 
when he afterwards wanted to commit it to the flames, all his efforts to find it proved 
fruitlefs. This occafioned him great uncafinefs for a confiderable time, but at length he 
recovered his tranquillity from a conviction that the paper had been deftroyed by acci- 
dent ; but when he was arretted, it was found in his efcritoir, folded up in his fon's 
marriage contract : as foon as he faw it he fnatched it out of the officers hands and tore 
it, but the pieces were fo carefully collected that the whole of it was preferved, and pro- 
duced againft him at his trial. 

Many other proofs, indeed, might have been brought forward, but for the generous 
conduct of a chevalier de MeniJ, a gentleman of Anjou, which extorted commendation 
even from the regent himfelf. He was acquainted, but not intimately, with the abbe 
Brigaut, who, juft before he left Paris, took fome papers to him, which he faid were family 
papers, and which he requeited him to keep for him till he returned from a fliort jour- 
ney which he was about to make. The chevalier, devoid of fufpicion, took charge of 
the papers; but when he heard of the detention of the prince of Cellamare, knowing 
that the abbe was connected with him, he began to fufpect that his halty departure might 
arife from the fame caufe as the prince's arreft. Extremely embarraffed with his charge, 
he neverthelefs chofe rather to expofe himfelf to the feverity of the law, than to betray 
a^nian who, though not his friend, had ftill repofed a degree of confidence in him : cu- 
rious, however, todifcover the contents of the papers, he broke the feals, and found all 
the projects and memorials relating to the confpiracy of which hitherto he had not the 
fmalleft knowledge. He had not time to read all the papers, but by cafting his eye 
over them he faw fufficiciit to know that they contained nothing hoftile to the king, 
nor, in his opinion, to the ftate ; and finding the names of many perfons of diftinction, 
who would of courfe be brought into trouble were the papers difcovered, he determined 
to commit them all to the flames. 

When the chevalier was apprehended, he immediately acknowledged what he had done* 
and avowed the motive of his conduct. His candour, however, did not fave him from 
prifon, where he remained for a confiderable time. On the news of his arreft, a marquis 
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tie Menil, of a different family, went in great hafte to the duke of Orleans, to allure 
him that he was neither the relation nor the friend of the chevalier. w So much the 
** worfc for you, Sir," — replied the prince — " the chevalier dc Mcnll is a man of honour™." 

It muff, be acknowledged, to the honour of the regent, that all the perfons confined, 
on account of this affair, were treated with great indulgence, except the duke and 
duchefs or Maine The latter, conveyed \o Dijon in a hired chaife, had the mortifica- 
tion, on her arrival, to be kept waiting, till a room was prepared for her reception, as 
there was not one in the prifon that was habitable. The duke of Maine experienced, at 
the caftle of Dourlens, fuch cruel treatment, from a brutal gaolor, that his health was 
materially injured, and, indeed, he was fo ill that the regent became extremelv anxious 
to terminate a bufinefs that, for fix months, had kept fo many perfons in fuipence, and 
among them feveral men of the firlt families in the kingdom, whole imprifomrienC began 
to excite murmurs. 

After having promifed the public to furnifh proofs of an abominable con/piracy; after 
having procured from all the parliaments in the kingdom a condemnation of the writings 
of Cellamare, as feditious, infolent, and calumnious, the horrid part of the plot remained 
iT: ill to be difcovered. It appears that the advifers of the duke of Orleans, who had 
urged him to carry things to fuch extremities, were extremely anxious to eftablifh the 
guilt of the duke of Maine ; and they had recourfe to the moft unjuftifiable meafures to 
extort from the witneffes fome charges againft that prince, and to conceal what appeared 
in his favour. But this lhameful partiality produced nothing that could criminate him 
in the fmalleft degree; on the contrary, his innocence, from the unanimous teftimony of 
every perfon examined, appeared inconteftible. 

The regent, however, was determined not to releafe any of the perfons that had been 
arrefted, without a written confeffion, acknowledging they had not been unjuftly detain- 
ed, which he deemed neceffary for his own juftification. The duchefs of Maine figned 
one of thefe, and all the refl followed her example ; but it is remarkable that thefe de- 
clarations were precifely the fame. Notwithftanding the vigilance of their gaolers and 
guards, the prifoners had found means of carrying on a correfpondence with each other, 
of communicating their ideas, concerting their plans, and fettling what they mould dif- 
cover and what conceal ; fo that all their confeffions exa&ly tallied. The regent read 
them at the council, not that he thought they afforded proofs of the guilt of the parties, 
but as a kind of juftification of the publicity which he had given to this affair. 

The duchefs of Maine had permiffion to return to Sceaux, where /he expected to find 
her hufbund; but the duke, enraged at the imprifonment he had fuffered through her 

*• Steal, torn. ii. 
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imprudence, rcfufed to join her. After a fliort interval, however, he became reconciled 
to her, as did alio the duke of Orleans, who faid, when the duchefs of Maine attempted 
to explain matters — " Every thing is forgotten" — and his fubfequent conduct proved that 
he had fpoken the truth. 

i 

The Spanifh minifter has been accufed of betraying a want of fk.il 1 in the formation 
and combination of his plan ; but it is probable that his failure was only owing to his 
having conceived it too late. If he had put it in execution at the time when the duke 
of Maine was fuperintendant of the king's education ; and if the duke of Maine would 
have concurred in it, and have taken the young monarch, of whofe motions he was then 
matter, to the parliament, efcoited by the principal nobility, partifans of the old govern- 
ment, or difcontented with the new ; if, at the fame time, a Spanifh fleet had appeared 
ori the coatts, and a Spanifh army on the frontiers ; and the fermentation of the capital 
had been fkilfully propagated throughout the provinces; it cannot be doubted but that 
the regent would have been thrown into the greatett embarraflmeiit, and fuccefs might, 
probably, have juftified the hazardous plan of Alberoni. 

The detection of this confpiracy tended to accelerate the declaration of war againft 
Spain, which took place at the commencement of the year 1719; when the firft hoftile 
operations of Lewis the Fifteenth were directed againft his uncle, whom Lewis the Four- 
teenth had, at the expence of fo much blood and treafure, ettablifhed on his throne. Al- 
beroni continual to keep France in a ftate of alarm, by his preparations for the invafion of 
England , and by forming connections with fome of the nobility of Brittany, who were 
to deliver up to him feveral places that would enable him to keep the whole coaft in 
awe, and to prevent the regent from fending fuccours to his allies. The duke of Or- 
leans, meanwhile, fent an army into Rouffillon, under the command of marefchal Ber- 
wick, who had orders to penetrate into Spain ; and, at the fame time, publilhed a inani- 
fefto, in which he declared that his attempts were folely directed againft the Spanifh mi- 
niftcr, who was an enemy to the repofe of Europe. 

Some new difcoveries were continually made of the effects of Alberoni's intrigues, 
which occafioned greater anxiety than the puhlick were aware of. The regent efta- 
hlifhcd at Nantes a chamber of juttice, for the purpofe of trying feveral of the nobles 
whom the Spanifh minifter had ftimulated to excite an infurrection in Brittany. Four of 
them fuffered decapitation ; the reft efcaped, and the tranquillity of the province was pre- 
fervrd. The French miniftry, by dint of negotiation, found means to detach from their 
alliance with Spain all the northern powers ; and, in order to render fruitlefs any affift- 
ance which the Turks, whom Alberoni had alio engaged to efpoufe his caufe, might he 
tempted to afford him, they determined to pufh the war with vigour in the Spanifh do- 
minions; to penetrate into the centre of the kingdom, and thus to compel the court 
of Spain to abandon her minifter. 

This 
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This plan was attended with fuccefs. Their Catholic majefties no fooner found that 
hoftilities were ferioufly commenced, that Fontarabia and Saint Sebafiian were already 
reduced, and Catalonia threatened, than they confented to fue for peace. The condi- 
tions impofed by the regent were precifely the fame with thofe of the quadruple alli- 
ance, by which it was Aipulated; — That the emperor fhoukl renounce his pretentions 
to the crown of Spain, and acknowledge Philip the Fifth as the lawful fovereign of 
the Spanilh dominions in Europe, and the New World ; that the Catholic king fhould, 
on his part, renomice, in favour of the emperor, the ftates that had been difmembered 
from the Spanifh monarchy, both in Italy and the Netherlands ; that Sicily and Sar- 
dinia fhould be ceded to the emperor, who lhould bellow the latter on the duke of Sa- 
voy : that if the dukes of Tufcany and Parma fhould happen to die without male heirs, 
the eldeft fon of the king of Spain by his fecond wife, and, in default of him, his other 
fons by that princefs, and their male heirs, fhould inherit thofe duchies ; and that the 
king of Spain fhould be at liberty to fecure this inheritance by immediately lending an 
army of fix thoufand men, not Spaniards, into thofe territories. There was a fecret 
article, by which Pliilip the Fifth confirmed his renunciation of the crown of France. 
Anquetil is of opinion that there was a fecond article of a fiill more fecret nature, 
by which the king of England promifed to reftore Gibraltar to Spain 29 . 

One of the principal conditions of the peace was the difgrace of Alberoni. This 
prelate, poireffed of the true talents of a minifter, though, apparently, fo foreign from 
his education and birth 30 , fhewed, during the fhort period of his adminiftration, what 
mightbe expected from theefFortsof Spain when governed by an able minifter. He wiflicd 
to ferve Philip as Richelieu had ferved bis fovereign ; but neither the time, the circum- 
ftances, nor the mafter, was the fame Forced to leave Spain, he traverfed the fron- 

2 9 The fa£ls which M. Anquetil advances in fupport of this opinion, iraift, if their authenticity be admitted, 
be deemed unanfvverable. They are as follows — On the tenth of March 1727, the pope's nuncio at Madrid wrote to in- 
form the nuncio at Pans that the king of Spain accepted a fufpenfion, for two years, of the commerce of Oftend, 
as propofed by the emperor, but, at the fame time, he demanded the refutation of Gibraltar, maintaining that the king if 
England had -promifed him to reftore it. Villars, torn. iii. p. 281. 

On the fecond of November 1727, the count of Rotembourg, the French ambaffador at Madrid, relates that 
the queen of Spain complained very much of the fevere treatment Spain had experienced from England, and 
fpeaking of Gibraltar, fhe ajled the king for the key of a [mall box out of -which fie took an original letter of the king of Englatd K 
in "which he promifed to reftore Gibraltar. Villars, torn, iii, p. 351. 

If this be true, the affertion of our hiftorians that, by a fecret article of the treaty, Philip made an abfolute ceffi- 
on of Gibraltar to the Englifh crown, muft be falfe ; and a grofs breach of faith muft have been committed. Ths 
acknowledged perfeverance of Philip in demanding the rcftitution of that fortrefs, certainly feems to confirm the 
facts above mentioned. 

30 He was the fon a gardiner of Piacenza, where he followed the occupation of his father till he had attained 
the age of fourteen. 3* Etfais D'Argenfon, p. 144. 
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tiers of France, accompanied by an officer, whom the regent had ordered, not to pay 
him honour, but to guard him as a prifoner. Genoa refufed to afford him an afylum j 
Rome alfo rejected him ; and he was reduced to the ncceffity of concealing himfelf, for 
fome years, in the dominions of the emperor ; whence he was, at length, taken by the 
pope, who appointed him his legate in Romagna. 

About this time Dubois, whofe exaltation was ftill more extraordinary than that of 
Alberoni, extorted, from the culpable facility of the regent, an appointment to the arch- 
bifhoprick of Cambrai. Law, about the fame time, changed his religion ; and people 
remarked, on the occafion, that the confecration of the firft could no more convert him 
into a good prelate, than the abjuration of the latter could make him a good Catholic. 
Law's object was to enable the regent to place him at the head of the finances without 
exciting murmurs among the people 3 *. 

But the reign of this enterprifing fpeculator was nearly at an end, and the mofl vio- 
lent convulfions marked the period of his political diffolution. We have already obferv- 
ed that at the firft opening of the bank the French haftened to exchange their folid cafh 
for paper fecurity, which cafh was devoted to the purpofe of buying up, at an immenfe 
advantage, the notes which had been iffued by the government. As thefe notes, from 
the vaft quantity of them that were bought up, began to difappear; the opportunity of 
employing the bank paper to advantage was in a great meafure loft ; but Law, whofe 
fertile brain was feldom at a lofs for refources, devifed another expedient for renewing 
that opportunity: this was, to lower the value of the current coin, while the notes if- 
fued by the bank were always to retain their firft value ; thus people were induced to 
carry their money, the value of which was diminifhing, to the bank, and to receive in 
exchange notes which, they conceived, were in no danger of lofing their original value ; 
when the miniftry, alarmed at the rapid fall of money, produced by this means, had re- 
courfe to an edict for enhancing its value, people then fhut it up in their delks as a pre- 
cious article, and it there remained in a ftate of inactivity, until, depreciated by a new 
edict, it was again carried to the bank. 

The enormous and rapid fortunes that were made, during the prevalence of this in- 
fatuation, excited a kind of phrenzy in the minds of the publick, that it would be dif- 
ficult to defcribe. There were inftances of individuals, beginning with a fingle bank 
note, who in the courfe of a few weeks, by a combination of fkill and good luck, in the 
management of this alluring traffic, found themfelves in pofseffion of millions; the Rue 

3 l In the fragments of letters, written by Madame de Bavicre, mother to the regent, we find that Lewis the Four, 
teenth would have accepted the proffered feivices of Law, in the department of the finances; but, as he was not 
a Catholic, the charitable monarch fold no confidence could be placed in him. 
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^uinquempoix, a long and narow ftreet, became, for what reafon is not known, the ren- 
dezvous of the brokers and ("peculators, and the theatre of their rage. Servants, who, 011 
the Monday, had come thither behind the carriages of their matters, were feen to re- 
turn, on the Saturday, within them 33 . The croud was fo great that many pedons 
were cruflied to death. Never was the Jitri facra fames known to rage with fo much 
violence as at Paris, during this period. — But the French were always in extremes. 

All commerce and fociety ceafed in the metropolis. The artifan in his fiiop ; the 
merchant in his counting-houfe ; the magistrate and man of letters in their ftudy ; — 
were all exclufively occupied with gambling fpeculations in the funds. As on the news 
of the day their gain or lofs depended, the firft quciVion they aflced, on meeting an ac- 
quaintance in the ftreet, before the ufual falutations of politenefs were interchanged, 
was — " What news? — How are the flocks 34 ?" This was the only fubjecV. of conver- 
sation in the fafhionable circles, and gaming was now totally confined to the bank. 

One of the worft effects of that worft of paflions, avarice, was the fpirit of cruelty 
and injuftice which it engendered. The ties of blood and of friend Hi ip proved ineffici- 
ent to reftrain a man from promoting the ruin of his friend, when his own intereft was 
concerned in the event, and an early knowledge of a fall of the (locks too frequently 
offered an opportunity to the rapacious to impofe on the credulous and unfufpicious. 
Hence fuicides, affaflinations, and all the crimes that avarice and defpair can produce, 
became prevalent. 

While the bank appeared in the mofl profperous fituation, and the holders of bills, ex- 
ulting in the wifdom which had led them to exchange their cafli for notes, were feeding 
thcmfelves with the hopesof obtaining immenfc fortunes, an edict was publifhed, on the 
twentieth of May, 1720, at a time when it was leaft expected, which reduced the com- 
pany's aclions to one half the price which they then bore 35 . 'This meafure was deemed 

33 In the Memoires of the Regency (torn. ii. p. 31) we are tolJ, it was fuffkient to approach this lucky ftreet, in 
order to make a fortune. A hump-backed man, gained, in a fhort time, upwards of fifty thoufand livres, by let- 
ting his hump, as a writing delk, (for which purpofe, it fecmsits fhape was peculiarly well calculated) to thofe who 
wanted to fign their names in the ftreet, for the transfer of notes, or other purpofes relating to their traffic. 

3+ The following curious anecdote is related by Madame de Baviere. — Chirac, a celebrated phyfician, as he 
was going to the houfe of a lady, who had fent for him in a great hurry, received intelligence that the ftocks had 
fallen : having a confiderable property embarked in the Miflifippi fcheme, the news made fo ftrong an im- 
preffion on his rnind, th2t, while he was feeling his patient's pulfe, he exclaimed, " Good heavens how they fall ! 
«« lower, lower, lower"!— The lady, in alarm, flew to the bell, crying out.- "I am dying, M. de Chirac fays that 
u my pulfe get lower and lower, fo that it is impoflibre that I fhould live." — You are dreaming, madam" — replied the 
phyfician, roufing himfelf from his reverie — " your pulfe are very good, aiul nothing ails you; it was the 
" ftocks 1 was talking of, for 1 am a great lofer by th'-ir fall. 

35 Mem. de la Regence, torn, ii p. 402 — torn. iii. p. 5. — Villars torn .ii. p, 430. 
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neceffary to check that publick enthufiafm and credulity, by which Law had profited, in 
order to put into circulation notes to a much greater amount than all the money in the 
bank could poflibly difcharge. Villars, fays there were eight thoufand millions of pa- 
per in circulation. This unexpefted blow difpclled the national delufion: confidence 
and hope were now fucceeded by fears and refleaions of the raoft mortifying nature, and 
the fabric which credit had raifed was defiroyed by doubt. The parliament prefented- 
reraonftranccs on the fubjc& which the regent received with an appearance of favour: 
he even accepted the refignation of Law, who had, in a moment, become the object of 
publick execration : but the next day he was again placed at the head of the bank 
and of the finances. 

The remonftrances of the parliament, however, and the reafons by which they were 
fupported, opened the eyes of the nation ; and gave a mortal wound to the new fyf- 
tem. In vain did Law exert all the refources which his genius could fupply, and 
the regent all his authority, to reftore the confidence of the publick ; all their efforts 
proved fruitlefs. New money was coined inferior in value to the old, and the circula- 
tion of all other rigorouily prohibited ; but the orders that were iffued to carry all the 
old coin to the mint were generally difregarded. Every perfon was forbidden to keep 
more than five hundred livres, in cafli, in his houfe ; but this prohibition only tended to 
convince the people of the neceflity of not parting with their money. As a large fum, 
from its bulk, expofed its poffeffor to the danger of detection, numbers of perfons con- 
verted their money into pearls and diamonds ; this alfo was forbidden, though not pre- 
vented, by an edict:. In vain too was a frefh allurement holden out to the public by 
giving to the notes their original value ; the charm was difpelled, and nobody would 
receive them. % 

Individuals found, in the diminution of their fortunes, the moft powerful motives 
for no longer fufFering themfelves to be deluded by chimerical advantages ; and they 
were farther ftimulated to remain on their guard by the refinance of the parliament, who 
rcfufed to rcgifier the edicts prefented by the minifiry in fupport of the fyfiem. Ha- 

• raffed by thefe obfiacles, which impeded the motion of his machine, Law obtained from 
the regent a fentence of banifhment ag;tinn the parliament, who were, accordingly, fent 
in exile to Pontoife on the fecond of July. A multitude of edicts, declarations and 
arms of the council of finance then appeared, to fix the price of the precious metals, 
to refirain the ufe of plate and trinkets, to augment the current cafh, and to enforce 3 
variety of regulations with .regard to the receipt of notes and the keeping of accompts at 
the bank. In fhort, no lefs than three-and-thirty edicts of this kind, fome of which, 
were contradictory to others, were iffued in the courfe of eight months: a fure proof 
of the enibarraffment of thofe who had recourfe to a meafure at once fo violent and fa 

-inefficient. The perfons who had enriched themfelves by fuccefsful fpeculations in the 
flocks, forefeeing the approaching florm, hanened to efcape with their wealth into 
k leign countries ; and many of them retired to England and Holland. 

In 
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In the m'ulft of thefe douhts and diftreffes, the regent, in October, 1720, circulated a 
■fummary account, in whicli he informed the public, that fince the Heath of Lewis the 
Fourteenth he had paid off" feventeen hundred and twenty-two millions, two hundred 
and forty-nine thoufand, two hundred and twenty-nine livres of the national debt. But 
as, during this interval of five years, no new treafures had been difcovered ; the lands 
had not produced a double or triple quantity of grain ; no fhowers of pearls and dia- 
monds, as in the times of the Fairies, had fallen from the clouds ; no extenfive fyftem of 
economy had been adopted ; no new difcoveries in induftry or commerce, which could 
draw to France the wealth of other nations, had been made; it follows, of courle, that 
the nation had drawn this immenfe fum from its own fubftance. The diminution of the 
national debt, by fuch bale means, was an injury clone to every citizen, who, by fraud, 
artifice, or feduction, had been induced to refign his fecurities for the fums he had ad- 
vanced to the government in the hour of diftrefs ; though it mud certainly be allowed 
that the fufferings which proceed from avarice are lefs entitled to companion than fuch as 
flow from a more honourable fource. 

The kingdom exhibited a mofl dreadful fcene, after the deftruction of the bank had 
effectually difpelled the delufion, which had not been confined folely to the capital, 
but had fpread with incredible rapidity over the provinces. Marfeilles and a part of 
Provence had been ravaged by a deftructive peftilence ; and a dreadful conflagration had 
juft reduced to aflies one half of the city of Rennes. The regent, who was unjuftly 
accufed of encouraging thefe difafters, in order to divert the minds of the people from 
other objects, exhorted the bifhops, in a circular letter, to contribute to the relief of the 
fufferers by charitable collections in their refpeftive diocefes : the anfwerhe received from 
the bifhop of Caftres, will convey fome idea of the fituation of the kingdom : 

" All my exertions in favour of the families who have fuffered by the plague have 
«< only produced, in my diocefe, one hundred piftolcs in money, and five thoufand li vrcj 
*< in notes. The inundation of thefe bills has done almoft as much mifchief in thefe 
4 « cantons, as the flames in Brittany. If the fight is not fo dreadful, the effects are 
«« fcarcely lefs fatal. Our evils are more concealed, but they are not lefs real ; indeed 
« they are, on that account, the more incurable. What avails it that our houfes have 
*« not been reduced to afhes, if, of all the neceffaries of life nothing remains but an ar- 
** ticle that is onlv fit to be thrown into the fire ? 

«« What a change have thefe notes effected, in the fpace of fix months, in fortunes 
«' that appeared to be the moft firmly eftabliflied ! It is impoffible to conceive it 
" without feeing it, and it is impoflible to fee it without being overwhelmed with 
*• grief. No longer is any commerce, any labour, any confidence, to be found, either 
tl in induftry, in prudence, in friendfhip, or even in charity itfelf. Commerce, from the 
<( total interruption it has experienced, renders induftry either inactive or ufelefs. The. 
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" deftruction of confidence has either deftroyed friendfhip or fufpended its effects, by 
" perfuading individuals, that prudence requires they (hould, in future, give credit to 
" no one, nor lend money either to their friends or relations. Charity, ever ingenious, 
" can now find no object for the exertion of her ingenuity, but the difcovery of ex- 
" treme want where (he had always been accuftomed to meet with refources ; reduced 
" to weep with thofe who weep, without finding any one to rejoice with, or difcover- 
11 ing the means of drying the tears of the poor and afflicted. Thefe" — adds the pre- 
late — " are not exaggerations ; they are the fimple narration of a truth known to 
" every one 36 ." 

This rcprefentation of exifting mifery, experienced by the whole kingdom, affords a 
convincive proof that the extinction of fo large a debt could not enrich the fhte, as 
fome authors have affcrted, and as the regent himfelf appears to have believed, unlefs the 
Jiate be diftinguifhed from tlie members of which it is com po fed. Eut the evils pro- 
duced by the new fyftem, evils of greater conlequence than temporary diftrefs, were an 
unbounded luxury which pervaded all ranks of people ; the defertion of the country, 
from the hope of acquiring wealth with rapidity in the towns ; an exceflive rife in the 
price of labour, and of every article of provifion; and, what was worfe than all, the 
love of money — which ftiflcs every generous fentiment, and corrupts all the nobler prin- 
ciples of the mind — fubftituted for the love of honour and of virtue. 

It is worthy of remark that Law, who had been the principal means of reducing the 
kingdom to this dreadful fituation, did not profit by the wealth he had accumulated, 
during the firft rage for fpeculation. Become an object of indignation to the public, he 
was protected by the regent from the fury of the populace, who repeatedly threatened 
his life; and he, at length, effected his efcape to Flanders, whence he afterwards re- 
paired to Venice, where he paffed the remainder of his days, in a ftate but little removed 
from indigence. 

A. D. J720, 1721, 1722.] As foon as this ftorm had ceafed, it was natural to fup- 
pofe that a perfect calm would enfue by the immediate recal of the parliament ; but the 
clouds which had obfeured the political hemifphere, though feparating, were not yet dif- 
pclled ; and that company was ftill menaced with the thunder of fovereign power. 

It had been the intention of Lewis the Fourteenth to make the parliament regifter the 
bull Unigenhus as a law of the realm, but he died at the very time he had fixed for the 
execution of his project, which, during the regency, was fometiines purfued with vi- 
gour, and fometim.es wholly neglected; at length, however, the duke of Orleans deter- 

3* Anquetil, torn. iv. p. 203, 404, 206. 
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mined to bring this affair to a^conclulion. He had long preiTed the cardinal de Noaillcs 
to iffue a mandement, exprelfive of his acceptance of the hull. The prelate promifed to 
comply as foon as the parliament Ihould have regiftered, and the parliament refufed to 
regiller until the archbifhop of Paris fhould have puMifhed his mandemcnt. This con- 
duct feemcd to indicate a collufion between the parties which greatly difpleafed the re- 
gent, who took the refolution of bani filing the parliament to a greater diftance from the 
capital, and to transfer them from Pontoife to Blois. This refolution would certainly 
have been enforced, but for the interpofition of marefchal Villars, who perfuaded the 
cardinal to iffue his mandemcnt ; after which the parliament made no farther difficulty, and 
Were fuffered to return to Paris, on the twentieth of December, 1721. 

The rtgenTwas induced to purfue this affair with much fo warmth, from the Arenuous 
felicitations of Dubois, who, fince his promotion to the fee of Cambrai, had cherifhed a 
defire to attain the dignity of cardinal, and, with that view, neglected nothing wiiich he 
thought might tend to gratify the pope 37 . It is probable, too, that the duke of Orleans 
had only fupported the imerefts of his ancient preceptor from an anxiety to fee him in 
poffeffion of a dignity that might juftify the transfer of the burden of government, of 
which he feemed heartily tired, to one who was extremely d-Tirous of bearing the 
weight 3S . 

The care of affuaging that diftracYion which the project of Law had excited was en- 
truftedhy the regent to Pelletier-de-la-Houffaie, who was appointed comptroller-general 
of the finances. The firft ftep that was taken towards the re-efiabliihmcnt of order, was to 
jffue an injunction to all holders of bills to attend at offices fixed for the purpofe, in or- 
der to prove that their bills had been received in exchange for fome real property. The 
notes were then ftamped, and all fuch as had not this mark of validity immediately fell 
in value to fuch a degree, that a bill of one thoufand livres fold only for fixty-three or 
fixty-four, and, in a fhort time, was worth nothing. 

The inconveniences arifing from this mode of proceeding are obvious. In the firft 
place it mull have been highly difagreeable to the holders of bills to be reduced to the 
neceffity of declaring that they had fold the inheritance of their fathers. Then fuch as 
had received the notes in exchange for merchandize or furniture, being excluded from the 
benefits of this regulation, were left in poffeffion of paper without value. Even with 
regard to the flock- brokers, by profeffion, it was an aft of flagrant injuflice to deprive 
them of the fruits of their induftry, by a formal edict. Nay, the injuflice was carried 
frill farther, for many of them having prcfented themfelves at the offices with their notes, 
the minifters not only refufed to flamp them, but kept the notes: others, too, received 
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orders, under pain of confifcation, to take to the hank a certain quantity of biUs to he 
thrown into the fire. Troops were fent to the houfcs of fuch ae refufed to obey, their 
gold and plate were feized, and feveral of them were thrown into prifon, 

Hence it is evident, that the advantages of this operation were confined to the go. 
vernment, who, by that means, got rid of a vaft number of notes which they muft 
otherwife have paid ; and that it only proved ufeful to fome few individuals, whofe cir« 
cumftances had conftrained them to convert their real property into paper. Nor was the 
bufinefs conducted with that juftice and impartiality which ought invariably to mark all 
public proceedings. The clerks received bribes to admit perfons to a participation of the 
advantages whence they were formally excluded by the regulation of the Vifa — for fo 
this operation was denominated. The moft opulent holders of bills, difdaining the in- 
tereft of fubordinate agents, made a direct application to the favourites of the regent, and 
" offered them millions to protect the remainder of their property, which they pro- 
" mifed and performed 3 V But the duke of Orleans himfelf, who, by holding in his 
own hands the balance of the fyftem, had an opportunity of acquiring immenfe wealth, 
reaped not the fmalleft advantage from it : by which difinterefted conduct he differed ma- 
terially from the other princes of the blood, the origin of whofe extenfivc property may 
be traced to this period. 

Towards the end of the fummer of 1721, Lewis the Fifteenth was feized with a vio- 
lent fit of ficknefs that excited the moft ferious apprehenfions for his life, and afforded 
an opportunity to the enemies of the regent to propagate a fufpicion that the young 
monarch had been poifoned. But the foul calumny was amply confuted, as well by the 
prudent conduct of the duke^of Orleans, during this trying emergency, as by his known 
difpofition, which prevented him from ever forming a wifli to wear the crown 40 . The 
youth of the king fuccefsfully refilled the attacks of the difeafe ; and foon after his re- 
covery he gave the cardinal's hat to the archbifliop of Cambrai, who had juft been pro- 
moted to that dignity. In the letter which the fovereign pontiff wrote to the king on 
theocenfion, he faid, that he had honoured that prelate with the purple, on account of 
the important fervices which he had rendered to the church, to the peace of which he 
was one of thofe who had contributed in the greateft degree. Such was the point of 
view under which the condud of Dubois was confidered at Rome ; but, in France, where 
his defefts and his vices were generally known, becaufe he did not even take the trouble 
to conceal them, it was agreed, that the facred college had covered itfelf with flume by 
the admiflion of fuch a member. 

But before the duke of Orleans refigncd the reins of government into the hands of 

Memoir* de la Regent torn iii. p. ?0 , 7 j.-ViU»n, tom.ih. p. s » 3 , 540 ._ S aint Pierre, p. 6 7 *._AnquctU. 
tea,. ,r. P . » 3l «4- *° Mem. dela Reg. tom.iii. p. „ 9 .-Saint Simon, torn. v. p. i3 ._ S taal, ton,, i. p. l6 l 



this 



17-2.] LEWIS THE FIFTEENTH. 55I 

this unworthy prelate, he concluded a double marriage between the king and the infanta 
of Spain, and the prince of the Afturias and his own daughter, Mademoifelle de Mont- 
penfier. In this laft alliance the ages of the parties were well-proportioned, fince the 
prince had completed his fourteenth year, and the princefs was far advanced in her 
twelfth ; but the cafe was different in the firft, the infanta being only in her fifth year, 
and Lewis in his thirteenth. As no offspring could, for a long time, be expected to ilfue 
from this connection, it was remarked, with more malice than truth, that the regent 
had difplayed his fkill, in affuring to his daughter the crown of Spain, while he pro- 
longed his own hopes to that of France. It would, perhaps, have been more politic, and 
certainly not lefs proper, to marry Mademoifelle de Montpenfier to the king by which 
means thole inconveniences would have been avoided which followed thefe marriages, 
one ot which was never completed, while the other proved a fource of unhappineis. It 
was agreed that the infanta fhould be conveyed to France to be educated ; and the duke 
de Saint Simon was appointed to repair to the frontiers to witnefs the exchange of the 
two princeffcs, and then to proceed to the court of Madrid to reprefent the regent at the 
ceremony of his daughter's marriage. 

A. D. 1722, 1723.] This matter being fettled, the next object to which the regent 
directed his attention was the promotion of cardinal Dubois to the poft of prime minif- 
ter ; an appointment which excited the aftonifhment of the nation, but for which the 
abbe de Saint Pierre has accounted in a rational manner. «' Many perfons" — fays that 
author—" have been furprized at his promotion, when thev recollected his birth, his 
*.« defects, end his want of probity : they knew him to be choleric, envious, addicted to 
" fcandal and calumny; a debauchee, and a fignal cheat, even to the prejudice of his 
" friends ; but they did not reflect that he poffeffed a great degree of penetration in 
*' discovering the weak fide of a man, and a great degree of fkill in profiting by fuch 
" difcovery. 

'* They did not reflect that he flept but very little ; that he never read ; that he nei- 
41 ther took delight in the pleafures of the table nor in converfation, and that, confe- 
" quently, he had four times as much leifure as other men, perpetually to think on the 
44 augmentation of his fortune, on the obftacles he had to encounter, and the means he 
44 poifefled of removing them. 1 

" They did not reflect that an ardent mind, with more leifure than other men pof- 
44 fefs, who has only one object in view, finds twenty times more expedients for attain- 
44 ing it ; and they were not aware that one who is deftitute of friendfhip, gratitude, and 
44 probity, is not flopped by thofe impediments which effectually obftruct the progrefs 
44 of the jufl man. 

44 They did not reflect that an individual, whofe fortune depends on his management 
4 * of one man, perpetually furrounded by his fpies ; who is never difgufted at any rebuffs 
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" he experiences, but furTers every thing with patience; who is determined to perfe- 
«' vere, with refolution and conftancy, in the attainment of his object; whohasthe op- 
" portunity of ruining, in the mind of his mafter, by ridicule or calumny, all thofe 
" who approach him, foon becomes mafter himfelf. 

" If thofe who expreffed their aflonifhment at hiselevation, had made thefe reflections, 
" they would, on the contrary, have feen, that, by the ufual law; of Providence, it 
*' was impoffible, with fuch qualities, that he fliould not difpofe of the whole authority 
*• of his old pupil. Cardinal Alberoni was his rival in fortune, his equal in birth and 
* : talents; but Alberoni had a greater knowledge of bufinefs than of men, Dubois a 
44 greater knowledge of men than of bufinefs. Hence it Was that Alberoni, from want 
*' of a fufficient number of fpies, was difmiffed, and that Dubois, by making himfelf 
" neceflary, rendered his difmiflion impoffible 4 V 

The regent was fully aware of the cardinal's defects, but his own averfion from the 
reftraints which the duties of his ftation neceffarily impofed on him, and the extreme fa- 
cility of his difpofition, which made him diflike to refufe even where reafon and juftice 
forbade to comply, proved favourable to the ambition of Dubois, who was formally ap- 
pointed prime-minifter, on the twenty- fecond of Auguft, 1722, and as fuch prefented to 
the king by the duke of Orleans. His conduct, however, in the difcharge of this ar- 
duous office, greatly exceeded the expectations of the public; for we are told, by mare- 
fclial Villars, that, the moment he had no other intereft to confult than that of the ftate, 
he appeared to be entirely devoted to it, courting the friendfhip and approbation of vir- 
tuous men, and expreffing a determination to inflict punifhment on thofe of a contrary 
defcription* 1 . 

Two months after the promotion of Dubois, the king was crowned at Rheims, and on 
the fecond of February following, his majority was formally declared by the parliament. 
On the morning of that day, when the duke of Orleans went to compliment the young 
monarch, he afked him what orders he pleafed to give with regard to fome perfons who 
had been banifhed; Lewis replied — " I have banljhcd nobody.'''' The exiles were of 
courfe recalled ; and, fome days after, the legitimated princes were reftored to the pof- 
feflion of all their honours and prerogatives, excepting the right of fucceeding to the 
crown ; an exception that excited gieat difcontcnt **. 

Every thiug now fucceeded to the wifhes of the cardinal. The regulations he intro- 
duced into the different parts of the government were approved by the public, and he 
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hail reafon to flatter himfelf with the pleafing idea that his adminiftration would prove 
beneficial to the kingdom, when an old diforder, which had long lain dormant, broke out 
with great violence at the beginning of Auguft, 1723. It was an abfeefs in a part where 
funilar attacks generally prove fatal. The danger being imminent, the neceflity of an 
immediate chirurgical operation was declared; but the cardinal refufed to liibmit, till the 
diforder had made too great a progrefs, and, a mortification enfuing, he expired on the 
tenth of Auguft, in the fixty-feventh year of his age 45 . He left, befides plate, furni- 
ture, and jewels, to a confiderable amount, eleven hundred thoufand livres in ready 
money ; all of which fell to his brother, a canon of Saint Honore, a man of excellent 
character, who devoted a part of the money to the eredtion of an elegant maufoleum in 
the church of Saint Honore, where the remains of the cardinal were depofited, and dif- 
pofed of the reft in a£ls of charity. 

The riches which the cardinal left at his death will not appear furprizlng, when the 
extent of his revenue is confidered. He received from the archbifhoprick of Cambrai one 
hundred and twenty thoufand livres per annum ; from the abbey of Nogent-fous-Coucy, 
ten thoufand ; that of Saint Juft, ten thoufand ; Airvaux, twelve thoufand; Bourgueil, 
twelve thoufand ; Berg Saint Vinox, fixty thoufand ; and Cercamp, twenty thoufand. 
His poft of prime minifter produced him an income of one hundred and fifty thoufand 
livres; that of fuperintendant of the pofts, an hundred thoufand; and his penfion from 
England was nine hundred and fixty thoufand. Two other penfions amounted to fifty 
thoufand. So that his annual income was fifteen hundred and four thoufand livres, up- 
wards of fixty-two thoufand fix hundred pounds fterling. It was his intention, had he 
lived, to add to his Other numerous church preferments the abbies of Pre nontre, Citeaux, 
and Chiny, with many others, fo as to execute the projedt of Richelieu, by becoming a 
kind of patriarch in France 44 . 

A. D. 1723.] Immediately after the death of Dubois, the duke of Orleans took the 
poft of prime minifter, and reaffumed the reins of government. It was remaiked that 
he haftened to recall all the courtiers whom the perfuafions of the cardinal had induced 
him to banifh ; and that, quitting, in a great meafure, his former habits of life, he ap- 
plied himfelf, with great diligence, to the duties of hisftation. A material difference was 
found between the two minifters. The duke of Orleans was patient, affable, and 
coinplaifant : he attended to all applications with an air of goodnefs that delighted thofe 
who made them ; and the uneafinefs he evinced when unable to comply with a requeft 
tended to confole the perfons who fuffered by his refufal 45 . His look, though piercing, 
was mild and flattering; and his manners were amiable and infinuating. Thus, not- 
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withftanding the calamities occafioned by thedeftruaive fyftem that proved the ruin of fo 
many perfons, he was not only beloved, but adored by the Parifians ; who crouded round 
his carriage whenever he left or returned to the Palais-Royal, where he refuled ; and 
flocked to the public places in hopes of procuring a fight of him 4 *. The foreign minif- 
ters fpoke highly of his politenefs and attention ; they admired the folidity of his under- 
Handing; his penetration; his prudence and addrefs in political matters ; his exquifite 
difcernment ; the facility with which he unravelled affairs the moft intricate; his neat- 
nefs in explaining, his referve in interrogating, and his fineffe in replying. The young, 
king, moved by the refpeft he invariably fhewedhim, by his attention to pleafe him, by 
his franknefs, and by the enlivening manner in which he conveyed inftrufiion, never 
fpoke of him but with efteem and affeftion. 

Unhappily for the kingdom, for the promotion of whofe welfare and happinefs his ef- 
forts were now fuccefsfully directed, this prince enjoyed his port but a fbort time. On 
the fecond of December, 1723, he was feized with an apoplexy, which infhntly de- 
prived him of his fenfes, and, in fix hours, put an end to his life. 

A. D. 1 724, 1725.] On the death of the duke of Orleans, the reins of govern-" 
ment were committed, by the youthful monarch, to the hands of the duke of Bourbon- 
Conde, who poffeffed none of the qualifications requifite to form the prime-minifter of 
an extenfive empire. The attention he had ever paid to his own affairs, might, indeed, 
have led a fuperfkial obferver to imagine that he could manage, with equal ability, the 
-affairs of the fhte ; while the rmmenfe fortune he poffeffed might fuperinduce a belief 
that he had a mind fuperior to all confiderations of felf-intereft. But thefe appearances 
were deceitful, and the duke's conduft foon proved him unworthy of his ftation. The 
firft aft, by which he fought to fignalize his adminiftration, was the publication ( on the 
fourteenth of March, 1724), of a rigorous edict again ft the Proteftants and other fec- 
taries, who were prohibited, under the fevereft penalties, from all exercife of their reli- 
gion, and' enjoined to bring up their children in the eftablifhed faith of the realm ; the 
property of relapfcd heretics was declared to be confifeated ; and the memory of fuch 
as fhould die without having received the facramentsof the church was diflionoured. 

The publication of this edict was calculated to revive thole religious animofities/which 
had fo long defolated the kingdom, but the total exinftion of which an interval of tran- 
quillity and fubmiffion, on the part of the perfecuted Calvinifts, for a period of eight 
years, had tended ftrongly to confirm. This condufV afforded a ftriking contraft to that 
of the late regent, whofe exertions had invariably been direfted to fupprefs the rage of 
the clergy, and to moderate the violence of the parliament, on matters of religion ; and: 
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who even pardoned fixty-eight Proteftants who had been fentenced to the gallies, and 
gave them full permiflion to leave the kingdom, and retire wherever they pleafed. 

While the duke, by the adoption of a meafure thus violent, impolitic, and unnecef- 
fary, diigufted all men of fenfe and moderation, he contrived to excite the indignation of 
the people by impofing a new tax, of one fifteenth part of the produce of all property 
whatever, which, in the time of peace, was confidered as a burden equally onerous and 
fuperfluous. Lewis, meanwhile, is laid to have exhibited fymptoms of aveifion from 
his deft ined bride; and the people, from the extreme youth of the princefs, finding no 
hopes of a fpeedy confummation of the marriage, began to be apprehenfive that the 
kingdom might be expofed, by a difputed fucceffion, to the calamities of civil war. Such, 
at lealf, were the oftenfible motives urged by the minifter for fending back the infanta; 
an infult which fo irritated the queen of Spain, that fhe would probably have refent- 
ed it by open hoftilities, had fhe not already been engaged in a difpute with the empire. 

A. D. 1726 to 1729.] Thefe were the only political events that characterized the 
fhort and languid adminiftration of the duke of Bourbon-Conde. He foon after re- 
ceived a lettre-de-cachet, difmiffing him from his poif, and enjoining him to retire to 
Chantilly, while the helm of government was fubmitted to the direction of cardinal 
Fleury. At the age of feventy-three, that prelate devoted the remains of a life, which 
had hitherto bidden defiance to the fhafts of calumny, to the ungrateful toils that attend 
minifterial power ; and, at a period when the moft ambitious feek repofe, impelled by the 
love of his country, he entered the lilts ot fame. 

Fleury was highly diftinguifhed for his fimplicity and modefty, and had with reluc- 
tance expofed his virtuous manners to the contagion of a court: he had been appointed, 
in the former reign, to the bifhoprick of Frejus, a fee in a diftant and difagreeable 
country ; and he was fo difgufted with the fituation, that he foon after fubfcribed a fami- 
liar letter to cardinal Quirini, " Fleury, by divine indignation, bifhop of Frejus." But 
in that ftation he praclifed the fame rigid economy which he afterwards difplayed in a 
more exalted ft ate ; and though the fee of Frejus, at the time of his nomination, was 
confiderably bnrthened with debts, he refigned it clear and unincumbered. The ftate of 
his health was the pretence for his refignation, and candour will excufe the harmlefs de- 
ceit which enablt dhim to relinquish a dignity fo many anxioufly fought after. The fe- 
licitations of marefchal Villeroi prevailed on Lewis the Fourteenth to appoint Fleury, 
by a codicil in his will, preceptor to his infant grandfon ; a poft, the pofleffion of which 
would have proved highly flattering to an ambitious mind, though to Fleury it proved 
the caufe of regret, excited, as he fays in a letter to Quirini, by the lofs of his liberty. 

But though he had difplayed an unwillingnefs to accept this important truft, he never- 
thelefs discharged it with unwearied diligence, and fidelity unimpeached. With a mind 
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fuperior to the intrigues of a court, he difclained the cabals which a minority fofter, and 
endeavoured to form the mind of his royal pupil to bufinefs, to fecrecy, and to probity 47 . 
The regent, though licentious himfelf, faw and approved the virtues which he neglect- 
ed to imitate ; the efteem of the public was added to the regard of the prince ; and his 
amiable and prudent difpofition excited the univerfal wifh of France to fee him at the 
head of affairs. 

With this wifli the gratitude of Lewis induced him to concur; 3nd cardinal Fleury, 
while he rejected the invidious title of prime-rainifter, ruled the kingdom with abfolute 
authority. His firft care was to provide for his fovereign a fuitable alliance, in lieu of 
that which had been recently diflblved. 

Staniflaus Lefczinfki had been raifed to the throne of Poland by the victorious arms 
of Charles the Twelfth of Sweden, in whofe calamities he participated after the defeat 
of Pultowa. The nobility of Poland had recognized their former fovereign, Auguftus, 
elector of Saxony, whom the Swedifh king had impelled to relinquifh the throne, and to 
retire within his electoral dominions. Staniflaus bore his misfortunes with the firmnefs 
of a philofopher and the refignation of a Cliriftian, and continued to cultivate, in a pri- 
vate ftation, the virtues he had difplayed on the throne. His daughter Mary, who ftill 
retained the title of princefs, was chofen, by the cardinal, to fhare the bed of Lewis ; 
and their nuptials were celebrated with royal magnificence. The new queen was not 
endowed with thofe peifonal charms that are calculated to make a ftrong impreffion on 
the bofom of a youthful king; but fhe poflefled, in an eminent degree, thofe mental qua- 
lifications which, when adorned with piety and meeknefs, cannot fail to extort efteem. 
The birth of a dauphin, the fruits of their union, eftablifhed the peaceable fucceffion to 
the crown, and excited the greateft joy throughout the kingdom. 

A. D. 1729 to 1732.] The pacific difpofition of Fleury correfponded with the im- 
mediate welfare of France; he quietly left the kingdom to repair its lofles, and enrich 
if.kl( by the advantages of an extenfive commerce, without making any innovation ; and 
treated the ftate like a ftrong and robuft body, which recovers by the vigour of its own 
conftitution. 

A. D. I733-] But anxious as the cardinal was for the prefervation of peace, on 
which the welfare of the nation fo effentially depended, his efforts were in vain exerted 
for the prevention of a war, occafioned by a vacancy on the throne of Poland, which 
tended to create frefli troubles in Europe. Augulfus died at Warfaw, at the end of 
January, and all the neighbouring powers were immediately in commotion. The elec- 
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tor of Saxony, fon to the late king, and Staniflaus, father-in-law to the French mo- 
narch, declared themfelves candidates for the Polifh throne. The emperor, the czarina, 
and the king of Pruffia, efpoufed the interefts of the Saxon ; while Lewis fupported the 
pretenfions of Staniflaus. The, foreign minifters at Warfaw immediately hegan to form 
intrigues among the electors; and the marquis de Monti, ambaflador from France, ex- 
erted himfelf fo fuccefsfully, that he foon gained over the primate, and a majoiitv of the 
Catholic dietines, to the interefts of Staniflaus; while the Imperial and Ruffian troops 
hovered on the frontiers of Poland. 

Lewis no fooner underftood that a body of Imperial forces was encamped in Silefia, 
than he ordered the duke of Berwick to aflemble an army on the Rhine, and adopt mea- 
fures for making an incurfion into Germany, in cafe the Imperialifts fhould enter Po- 
land. A French fleet fet fail forDantzick, while Staniflaus travelled through Germany 
in difguife to Poland, and concealed himfelf in the houfe of the French ambaflador. As 
the day of election approached, the Imperial, Ruffian, and Pruffian minifters delivered in 
their feveral declarations, by way of proteft againft the contingent election of Staniflaus, 
as a perfon profcribed, difqualified, depending upon a foreign power, and connected with 
the Turks and other infidels. The Ruffian general, Lafci, entered Poland at the head of 
fifty thoufand men : the diet of the election was opened with the ufual ceremony, on the 
twenty-fifth day of Auguft : prince Viefazowifki, chief of the Saxon intereft, retired to 
the other fide of the Viitula, with three thoufand men, including fome of the nobility 
who adhered to that party. 

The primate, neverthelefs, proceeded to the election : Staniflaus was unanimoufly 
chofen king, and appeared in the electoral field, where he was received with loud accla- 
mations. The oppofite party, however, foon encreafed to ten thoufand men, who pro* 
tefted againft the election, and joined the Ruffian army, which advanced by fpeedy 
marches. Staniflaus, confeious of his inability to cope with fuch formidable adverfaries, 
retired, with the primate and the French ambaflador, to Dantzick, leaving the palatine 
of Kiow at Warfa ". This general attacked the Saxon palace, which was furrendered 
upon terms: the foldiers and inhabitants then proceeded to plunder the houfes belong- 
ing to the grandees who had declared for Auguftus, as well as the refidence of the Ruf- 
fian minifter. In the mean time, the Poles, who had joined the Mufcovires, finding it 
impracticable to pafs the Viftula before the expiration of the time fixed for the feffion of 
the diet, erected a Kolo at Grocow, where the elector of Saxony was chofen and pro- 
claimed, by the bilhop of Cracow, king of Poland, under the denomination of Auguftus 
the Third, on the fixthdayof October. They afterwanls pafled the river, and the 
palatine of Kiow retiring towards Cracow, they took poffiffion of Warfaw, where, in 
their turn, they plundered the palaces and houfes belonging to the oppofite party. 

During thefe tranfactions, Lewis concluded a treaty with Spain and Sardinia, by which 
thofe powers agreed to declare war againft the emperor. Manifeftoes were reciprocally 
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publilhed by all the contracting powers. The duke of Berwick palled the Rhine in Oc- 
tober, and undertook the fiege of Fort Kehl, which, in a few days, was furrendered on 
capitulation ; he then repaflfed the river, and returned to Verfaiiles. The king of Sardi- 
nia, having declared war againft the emperor, joined a body of French forces, commanded 
by marefchal Villars, and drove the Imperialifts out of the Milanefe. A powerful ar- 
mament was, at the fame time, detached to Italy bv the Spaniards, who there inverted 
the Imperial fortrefs of Aula, the garrifon of which were obliged to furrender themfelves 
prifoners of war. The republic of Venice expreffed her determination to take no fhare 
in the difputes of Italy : the dates-general figned a neutrality with Lewis, for the Auf- 
trian Netherlands ; and the Englifli councils feemed altogether pacific. 

A. D. 1734.] In the enfuing campaign the joint forces of Ruffia and Saxony invert- 
ed the city of Dantzick, in the hope of fecuring the perfon of Staniflaus. The town 
was ftrong ; the garrifon numerous ; and, animated by the example of the French and 
Poles, made a gallant refiftance. For fome time they were fupplied, by fea, with re- 
cruits, arms, and ammunition. On the eleventh day of May, a reinforcement of fifteen 
hundred men were landed from two French fhips of war, and fome tranfports, under 
fort Wechfelmunde, which was fo much in want of provifions, that they were not ad- 
mitted: they therefore re-embarked, and failed back to Copenhagen. A larger number 
were afterwards landed at the fame place, and attacked, with great intrepidity, the Ruf- 
fian entrenchments, with a view to force their way into the city : thev were repulfed 
in this attempt, but retired in good order. At length the Ruffian fleet arrived, uniler 
the command of admiral Gordon, when the fiege was carried on with great fury. Fort 
Wechfelmunde was furrendered ; the French troops capitulated, and were embarked in 
the Ruffian (hips to be conveyed to fome port in the Baltic. Staniflaus efcaped, in the 
difguife of a peafant, to Marienwarder, in the Pruffian territories. The city of Dant- 
zick fubmitted to the dominion of Auguilus the Third, king of Poland, and was ob- 
liged to defray the expences of the war to the Ruffian general, count de Munich, who 
had aflumed the command, after the fiege was begun. The Polifh lords at Dantzick 
figned an oatli of fubmiflion to Auguftus, who, on the tenth day of July, ai rived at the 
convent of Oliva : there a council was holden in his prefence. The recufant nobles 
took the oath he propofed ; a general amnefty was proclaimed ; and the king fet out on 
his return to Drefden. 

On the Rhine, the French arms bore down all refirtance. The count de Belleifle be- 
fieged and took Traerbach ; the duke of Berwick, at the head of fixty thoufand men, 
inverted Philipfburgh ; while prince Eugene was obliged to remain on the defenfive, in 
the rtrong camp at Heilbron, waiting for the troops of the empire. On the twelfth day 
of June, the duke of Berwick, in vifiting the trenches, was killed by a cannon-ball ; 
when the command devolved on the marquis D'Asfeldt, who carried on the operations 
of the fiege with equal vigour and capacity. Prince Eugene being, at length, joined by 
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the different reinforcements he expected, inarched towards the French lines, but found 
them fo ftrong that he would not hazard an attack, and fuch precautions taken, that r 
with all his military talents, he could not relieve the befieged. Thus deprived of all 
hopes of relief, general Watgenau, the governor, capitulated, after having made a noble 
defence, and obtained the raoft honourable conditions. 

The allies were equally fuecefsful in Italy. The French army, commanded by mare- 
fchal Villars, had orders to join that of the king of Sardinia, and to attempt the conqueft 
of Lombardy. The good fortune of Villars did not forfake him in his old age; the 
gates of the towns were thrown open at his approach ; but in undertaking a port of this 
importance he had- rather confulted his zeal and his love of glory than his ftrength and- 
ability. The exceffive heat of the climate, joined to the bodily fatigue and mental exer- 
tions which his ftation required, had foon a vifiMe effect on his health. The gallant 
veteran refigned, with reluctance, the command of his army, which devolved on the- 
marquis de Coigny, and retired to Turin, where he died, in a few davs, on the feven- 
tcenth of June, 1734. 

The king of Sardinia appeared to regret Villars, though, in fact, he was not forry t<a 
get rid of a man who inceffantly tormented him by boafting of the extent of his capacity,, 
and who, oppofing all his fchemes, was the better enabled to impede his operations, in— - 
afmuch as the French tsoops formed the principal part of the combined forces. 

The marquis de Coigny and the count of Broglio, the two officers next in feniority to 
Villars, divided the command between them, and were foon after promoted to the dignity of 
marefchals of France. They were both men of active difpofitions, impetuous, and eager 
after glory, but lefs anxious to enforce difcipline, than to gain the affections of their 
troops ; qualified for the command of a fmall body, but incapable of directing the com- 
plicated movements of a large army ; in other refpects, attached to their country, and', 
a&ing in concert for the good of the common caufe. This, indeed, was ftrongly exem- 
plified in their conduct at the battle of Parma, fought on the twenty-ninth .of June, 
) 734, in which the Imperialifls, commanded by the count de Merci, began the attack : 
victory long remained doubtful ; the troops of the enemy difplayed great valour, and 
threw the French into diforder ; but at the moment when their general began to flatter 
himfelf that the day was his own, he received a wound that deprived him of life. Not- 
withstanding the utmoft care was taken to conceal his death from the troops, they foon 
became acquainted with it, and immediately began to relax in their efforts; while the ex- 
ertions of the combined forces, deriving additional vigour from this circumftance, turned, 
the fcale of victory, and drove the enemy off the field, with the lofs of eight thou- 
fand men. 

The reduction of Modena, by the marquis of Maillebois, was the immediate confe- 
rence of this victory. The prince of Wirtemberg, who had fucceeded to the command 
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of the Imperial army, difmayed by the late defeat, did not dare to attempt the relief of 
the town ; but, like a fkilful general, he profited by an error committed by marefcha! 
Broglio, and obtained a trifling advantage, more flattering to his vanity, than ufeful to 
the caufe in which he was engaged. The armies had changed their pofition, and having 
both advanced towards Guaftalla, ten thoufand Imperialifts drew up on the banks of the 
Secchia, within fight of a poft occupied by the French. This poft. Broglio was ftrenuouf- 
ly folicited by his officers to reinforce ; but he rejected their advice, and maintained that 
its natural ftrength was fufficient to protect it from infult. The enemy, aware of his 
neglect, forded the river in the night, put to the fword a fmall detachment that was left 
for the defence of the poft, entered the French camp, and penetrated to the tent of the 
general, who, with difficulty, efcaped in his fhirt. 

Marefchal Broglio, impatient to revenge this infult, brought the enemy to action, in 
the plains of Guaftalla, on the nineteenth of September: the Imperialifts, after defend- 
ing themfelves with extraordinary courage, during eight hours, were totally defeated, 
and compelled to retire, with precipitation, to the oppofite banks of the Po. The com- 
bined forces paid dear for this victory ; they loft twelve hundred men, befides many officers 
of diftindtion, among whom was the marquis de Peze, colonel of the king's own regiment, 
and camp-raarefchal, a man of great merit. Five thoufand of the Imperialifts perifhed 
in the field, including the prince of Wirtemberg, generals Valpareze and Colminero, 
and many other perfons of rank. The allies crofted the Po ; the marquis de Maille- 
bois was fent with a detachment to attack Mirandola, but the Imperialifts marching to 
the relief of the place, compelled him to abandon the enterprize, and rejoin the army, 
which retired under the walls of Cremona to wait for fuccours. 

Great as were the difafters experienced by the emperor in Lombardy, his affairs in the 
kingdom of Naples were ftill in a worfe fituation. Urged by the repeated invitations of 
the Neapolitan nobility, the infant Don Carlos refolved to take poflefTion of that terri- 
tory. He began his march, in February, at the head of the Spanifti forces ; publifhed a 
fhanifefto, declaring he was fent by his father to relieve the kingdom of Naples from the 
oppreffion under which it groaned ; and entered the capital amidft the acclamations of 
the people ; while the count de Vifconti, the German viceroy, finding himfelf unable to 
cope with the invaders, thought proper to retire, after having thrown fuccours into 
Gaeta and Capua. When he arrived at Nocera, he began to aftemblo the militia, with 
intent to form a camp at Barletta. The duke de Montemart marched with a body of 
forces againft this general, and obtained over him a complete victory at Bitonto in 
Apuglia, on the' twenty-filth of May, when the Imperialifts were entirely routed, and 
a great number of principal officers taken pri loners. 

Don Carlos, being proclaimed and acknowledged king of Naples, created the duke of 
Montemart duke of Bitonto; reduced Gaeta, and all other parts of the kingdom that 

were 



1 739-] LEWIS THE FIFTEENTH. 56 1 

were garrifoned with Imperial troops, and refolved to fubdue the ifland of Sicily. About 
twenty thoufind men, dcftined for this expedition, were landed in the road of Solanto, 
in the month of Auguft, under the command of the new duke of Bitonto, who, being 
favoured by the natives, proceeded in his conquefts with great rapidity. The people ac- 
knowledged Don Carlos as their lovereign, and took arms in fupport of his government ; 
fo that the Imperial troops were driven before them, and the Spaniards became poffctfed 
of the whole of the kingdom, except Medina, Syracufe, and Trepani. 

During the operations of war, the miniflry had framed feveral ufeful ordinances for 
reftraining the luxury which prevailed in the army, by regulating the number of horfes, 
carriages, and fervants to be allowed to each officer. Some other regulations of a falu- 
tary tendency were alfo adopted ; but, on the fecond cf November, an edict of a different 
nature was publifhed at Paris, commanding all the Britifh fubjects in France, who were 
not actually employed, from the age of eighteen to fifty, to quit the kingdom in fifteen 
days, orenlift in fome ot the lrifh regiments, on pain of being treated as vagabonds, and 
fent to the gallies. This edict was executed with the utmoft rigour. The prifons of 
Paris were crowded with the fubjecti of Great Britain, who, being taken by furprize, 
and deprived of all communication with their friends, mult have perifhed with cold and 
hunger, had they not been relieved by the active charity of the Janfenifts. The earl 
of Waldegrave, who then refided at Paris, as ambaflador from the king of Great Britain, 
made fuch fpirited remonftrances to the miniftry upon this unprecedented outrage againft 
a nation with which they had been fo long in alliance, that they thought proper to re- 
leafe the prifoners, and publilh another edict, by which the meaning of the former was 
explained away. 

A. D. 1735 to 1739.] An attempt, by England and Holland, to promote an accom- 
modation between the belligerent powers, during the winter, having proved unfuccefsful, 
the rival armies again prepared to take the field. The affairs of Poland, meanwhile, be- 
came more and more unfavourable to the interefts of Staniflaus; for, though a great 
number of the Polifh nobility engaged in a confederacy to fupport his claim, and made 
repeated efforts in his behalf", the palatine of Kiow fubmitted to Auguftus ; and even 
his brother, the primate, after he had fuftained a long imprifonmgnt, and many extraor- 
dinary hardfhips, was obliged to acknowledge that prince for his fovercign. 

In Italy the arms of the allies ftill continued to profper. Don Carlos landed in 
Sicily, and completed the conquelt of the ifland, almoft without oppofition; while the 
Imperialifts were forced to abandon all the territories they poffeffed in Italy, except the 
Mantuan. The emperor being equally unable to cope with the French armies on the 
Rhine, implored fuccours of the czarina, who fent thirty thoufand men to his affiftance. 
This vigorous interpofition, and the fuccefs of Auguftus in Poland, difpofed the court 
of Verfailles to a pacification. A fecret negociation was opened between France and 
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the houfe of Auftria ; and the preliminaries were figned, on the third of October, 1735, 
■without the concurrence or knowledge of Spain, Sardinia, and the maritime powers. In 
thefe articles it was ftipulated, that France Ihould reftore all the conquefts fhe had made 
in Germany : that the reverfion of the dukedom of Tufcany fhould be vefted in the 
duke of Lorraine: that the duchies of Lorraine and Bar fhould be allotted to king 
Staniflaus, and, after his death, be united to the crown of France : that the emperor 
fhould polTefs the Milanefe, the Mantuan, and Parma : that the king of Sardinia fhould 
enjoy Vigevano and Novara : that Don Carlos fhould be acknowledged king of Naples 
and Sicily, and retain the ifland of Elbu, with all the Spanifh territories on the coaft of 
Tufcany; and that France fhould guarantee the Pragmatic Sanction. 

Although thefe preliminaries repaired the greater part of the loffes fuftained by the 
Spanifh crown from the war of the fuccefiion and the peace of Utrecht, ftill Philip was 
difcontented, and faw himfelf, with regret, deprived of the duchies of Parma and Piacenza, 
and of Tufcany, which he had hoped to preferve. Th: king of Sardinia, too, had ex- 
pected a greater acceffion of territory, and complained that his zeal and his ferviceswere 
ill rewarded ; but thefe powers, being unable, without farther affiftance, to contend with 
the emperor, were obliged to comply. Francis, duke of Lorraine, on the contrary, ac- 
quiefced with joy, in an exchange which affured him the hand of the archduchefs, eldeft 
daughter of the emperor, with one of the richeft fucceflions in Europe. 

The definitive treaty was figned, on the nineteenth of November, 1738, at Vienna, 
bv the marquis de Mirepoix, the French ambaflador and plenipotentiary ; and by the Im- 
perial minifters. About the fame time the treaty of alliance was renewed with the 
king of Sweden, who, in confideration of a fubfidy of ninety thoufand livres, engaged 
to enter into no treaty with any other power, without the king's confent. 

Cardinal Fleury, rejoiced at the refiroration of tranquillity, ftill purfued that pacific 
fyftem to which he was foftrongly attached. Inftead of feeking to fcatter the feeds of 
diffention among the neighbouring powers — a difhoneft fyftem of policy, to which the 
French have too frequent recourfe — he inceffantly laboured to extinguifh their jealou- 
fies, and reconcile their hoftile difpofitions. He promoted a temporary reconciliation be- 
tween the Genoefeand Corficans, who had already plunged themfclves into the calami- 
ties of civil war ; and his mediation was even accepted by the Ottoman Porte, which 
defifted from improving its advantages in Hungary, and, at his interceffion, granted 
peace to the emperor. 

A. D. 1740 j But the tranquillity which Europe enjoyed proved of fhort duration :' 
the emperor, Charles the Sixth, the laft prince of the houfe of Auftria, expired, in the 
fifty-fifth year of his age, and his death awakened the pretenfions of the different princes 
»f Europe. Maria-Therefa, the emperor's eldeft daughter, married to Francis of Lor- 
raine, 
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raine, grand duke of Tufcany, claimed, by right of blood, and in virtue of the Pragma- 
tic Sanction, guaranteed by all the powers in Europe, the whole of the Auftrian fuccef- 
fion. This comprized the kingdoms of Hungary and Bohemia, the province of Silefia, 
Suabia, Upper and Lower Auftria, Stiria, Carinthia, Carniola, the four foreft towns, 
Burgaw, Brifgau, the Low Countries, Friuli, Tirol, the duchy of Milan, and the 
duchies of Parma and Piacenza. 

The wilhes of the people immediately declared themfelves, in the mod unequivocal 
manner, in favour of their new fovereign ; who, from this unanimity, derived her chief 
fupport. On the feventh of November fhe received, at Vienna, the homage of the 
ftates of Auftria. The Italian provinces and the kingdom of Bohemia fent deputies to 
tender their oaths of allegiance ; and Maria-Therefa ingratiated herfelf with the Hun- 
garians, by voluntarily taking the ancient oath of their fovereigns, by which their fub- 
jedts are allowed, if their privileges are invaded, to take up arms in their own defence, 
without being treated as rebels. 

Her firft act of adminiftration was to aflociate her hufband in the government of her 
dominions, under the denomination of Co-Rcgcnt, in virtue of a diploma firft regiftered 
in all the Auftrian tribunals, and afterwards in thofe of her other territories. But, re- 
folved to fulfil the intentions of her father, fhe gave up no part of her fovereignty, nor 
violated, in the fmalleft degree, the provifions of the Pragmatic Sanction. Her object, 
in inverting her hufband with frefti dignities, was not to derive any afliftance from him 
in the management of her affairs, but to render him, in the eyes of the electors, more 
worthy of the Imperial crown. 

But though this princefs was permitted peaceably to take pofleffion of this vaft inhe- 
ritance, it was not long before various competitors appeared. Charles Albert, elector of 
Bavaria, from the will of Ferdinand the Firft, brother to the emperor, Charles the Fifth, 
afferted his right to Bohemia; the king of Sardinia refumed his claim on Milan ; the 
kings of Spain and Poland urged their pretenfions to the whole fucceffion ; nor was 
Lewis the Fifteenth deftitute of a fimilar claim, being defcended, in a direct line, from 
the eldeft male branch of the houfe of Auftria, by two princefles married to his anceftors, 
Lewis the Thirteenth and Lewis the Fourteenth; but he wiflied not to awaken the 
jealoufy of Europe, and entertained hopes of aggrandizing himfelf, and of difmembering 
the Auftrian dominions, by fupporting the pretenfions of another. 

A. D. 1741.] The king of Pruflia had demanded of the court of Vienna a part of 
Silefia, in virtue of fome ancient treaties, either obfolete or annulled ; and he promifed 
to aifift the queen with all his forces in cafe fhe fhould comply with his demand ; but 
this being rejected with difdain, he entered Silefia, at the head of a powerful army, and 
profecuted his conquefts with great rapidity. One of his generals furprized the town 
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and fovtrefs of Jablunlc3, on the confines of Hungnry ; prince Leopold of Anhalt-DefJau, 
who commanded another army, which formed the blockade of Great Glogau on the 
Oder, took the place by fcalade, made the generals, Wallis and Reiki, prifoners, with a 
thoufand men that were in garrifon, and took the military cheft, fifteen pieces of brafs 
cannon, and a great quantity of ammunition. 

The queen of Hungary, having in vain applied for aflifbnce to the maritime powers, 
prepared to refift the threatening florin. She ifTued orders to count Neuperg, to affem- 
ble a body of forces, and endeavour to impede the progrefs of the Pruflians in Silefia. 
The two armies met, in the vicinity of Neifs, at the village of Molwitz ; and, after an 
obftinate conflict, the Auftrians were obliged to retire with the lofsof four thoufand men, 
killed, wounded, or taken. The advantage, however, was dearly purchafed by the king 
of Pruffia ; his kinfman, Frederick, margrave of Brandenburgh, and general Schuylem- 
berg, being killed in the action, together with a great number of general officers, and 
about two thoufand foldiers. After this action, Brieg was furrendered to the victor, 
who alfo forced the important pafs of Fryewalde, which was defended by four thoufand 
Auftrian hufTars. _ 

The king of Pruffia's invafion of Silefia had not been concerted with France, as was 
generally fuppofed at the time. The marquis of Beauveau, who had been fent by 
Lewis to Berlin, to compliment the Pruffian monarch on his accefiion to the throne, 
when he firit faw the preparations for hoftilities, was at a lofs to know whether they 
were to be directed againft. his own country, or againft Auftria: but his doubts were re- 
moved, on his departure from Berlin, by an obiervation of the king's, who faid to him : 
1 — " / believe I am going to play your game for you : if J get the aces into my hand, we will 
" divide the winnings." This effort towards a negociation is faid to have made fome 
impreflionon cardinal Fleury, who was juftly fearful of lofing his own reputation, and 
of injuring the king's, by labouring to deftroy the Pragmatic Sanction, which he had for- 
mally figned, and guaranteed in the moll folemn and authentic manner. But thefe 
laudable fentiments were ftifled by the fuggeft ions of men who had more ambition and 

' lels juftice than the cardinal. The count of Belleifle, in particular, a man of an enter- 
prifing fpirit, and great military talents, exerted himfelf to the utmoR to perfuade the 
cardinal to engage in the war. He imparted to him a project he had conceived, 'for plac- 
ing the Imperial crown on t lie head of the elector of Bavaria, by gaining over fome of 
the principal electors, and intimidating others; and for inflicting, at the fame time, a 
mortal wound on the houfe of Auftria, by depriving it of fome of its moll valuable 
territories, in order to form an eftablilhment for the new emperor. The count main- 

-taincd, that the fuccefs of this fcheme was infallible, provided a fkilful negociator was 
lent to the diet at Frankfort, who was well aquamted with the characters of the electors, 
capable ot managing them, and fnfficiently veritd in the affairs of Germany to convince 
tliem that France, in renouncing her own pretenfions, had no other object in view, than 
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to promote the interefts of the Germanic body, and, by the eftablifhment of a proper 
balance, to fecure their liberty and repofe. 

It was, of courfe, intended to fupport thefe negociations by a formidable army, which, 
acting as auxiliaries to the Bavarians, might feize upon Auftria, Bohemia, and the moft 
fertile provinces belonging to the queen of Hungary, and, at the fame time, keep in 
awe the partifans and allies of that princefs. It muft alfo have been forefeen that it 
would be neceflary to fend another army, of inferior ftrength, into Weftphalia, with a 
view to fupport the elector of Cologne, brother to the elector of Bavaria, againft any 
attempts of the neighbouring powers, and particularly of the king of England, whofe 
fears for his electorate of Hanover, would, in that cafe, it was conceived, induce him to 
remain tramuil. 

The author of the project; infifted on the neceflity of fecuring the king of Prufiia, 
whofe recent irruption into Silefia was the moft favourable circumftance that could oc- 
cur for promoting the fuccefs of his plan ; and he maintained that the united efforts of 
fo many p3wers could not fail to produce a general peace in lei's than fix months. This 
laft idea had a great effect on the cardinal, who moreover was not infeniible to the 
glory of completing the fcheme for humiliating the houfe of Auftria, conceived by 
Henry the Fourth, and purfued by Lewis the Fourteenth; though, in fact, fucli an 
e Hernial change had taken place in the fituation of that power, that what would 
have been juftitiable policy in the time of Henry the Fourth, would be grofs injuf- 
tice in the reign of Lewis the Fifteenth. Farther arts were employed to overcome 
the fcruples of the cardinal; it was fuggefted, that the perfonal claim of the elec- 
tor of Bavaria having deftroyed the Pragmatic Sanction, the guarantee was annulled of 
courfe; that the emperor had been told by the court of France, in 1737, that, by his 
guarantee, Lewis the Fifteenth did not mean to injure, in any refpect, the pretenfions of 
his ally ; and that his Imperial majefty had, in 1732, when he made the ftates of the 
empire fign his act for maintaining the unity of the empire, formally declared that he did 
not attack the rights of any one : and, laftly, it was urged, that France ought to be de- 
termined to fupport the elector from gratitude to his family, attached for time immemo- 
rial to the houfe of Bourbon; and particularly to the father of the reigning prince, who 
had loft his domiuions in the war of the Succeflion, a facrince for which his fon now de- 
manded a reparation. 

The count of Bellciile received orders to reduce his plan into form, and in the fpace 
of a week it was drawn up, fubmitted to the council, and approved. The count him- 
felf was appointed ambaffador extraordinary and minifter plenipotentiary at the diet of 
RatiiDon, affembled for the election of an empeior, and at the emirts of the different 
princes of the empire. He was, foon after, created marefchal of France, and entrufted, 
in conjunction with Broglio, with the command of the army. He immediately repaired 
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to the Prufflan camp, and fettled with Frederic a treaty, the object of which was to di- 
vide a confidcrable part of the empire among the different claimants; honour was here 
facrificed to policy, and juftice rendered fubfervient to intereft. 

Belleifle fucceeded in all his negociations, and nothing remained to enforce the condi- 
tions he had fubferibed, but to put in motion an army adequate to the purpofe. He had 
always reprelented the military part of his project as a coup-de-main, the fuccefs of 
which entirely depended on the promptitude with which it was executed ; and on not 
fparing cither men or money. In his nrft converfations on the fubject, fearful of alarm- 
ing the cardinal, he had, probably, not fpolcen thus decifively, and had diminished the 
number of men and the quantity of money which it would he necelTary to facrifice ; 
but it is certain that, in the written account of his fcheme, which he delivered in to the 
miniftry, he particularized all thefe circumftances. He there propofed, that an army of 
fifty thoufand French — of which at lead twenty thoufand fhould be cavalry — Ihould 
pafs the Rhine, before the month of June, and proceed to the Danube ; he explained the 
particulars of their march, and the means of their fubfiftence ; and perpetually repeated 
that it would be better not to make any attempt, than to do things by halves, for 
that by neglecting to fend a fufficient force at firft, the enemy would have time for com- 
bining the means of defence, and enhancing the difficulty of conqueft. 

Befides the fifty thoufand French, Belleifle fuppofed that the elector of Bavaria would, 
with the affiftance of his allies, fupply an army of equal ftrength ; and as the expence of 
raifmg and maintaining all thefe troops was to be defrayed by France, it was much the 
fame thing as if (he had herfelf fent an army of one hundred thoufand men, independent 
of forty thoufand that were to act on the Rhine. A project of this extent exceeded 
the capacity of the minifter, who confidered the propofals of the count as extravagant, 
and declared to him, on his departure for Germany, that he fhould referve to himfelf the 
privilege of reducing the number of troops to be fupplied, as to him fhould feem ex- 
pedient. 

But if the cardinal was fparing of men, he had certainly fupplied the count with fuffi- 
cient funis of money to fecure a majority of voices in the Imperial diet ; after which, 
he repaired to Munich, where he prefented the elector of Bavaria with a commiffion 
appointing him generaliffimo of the French troops, marching to his affiftance: and now 
the treaty of Nymphenburg was concluded. Lewis engaged to affift the elector with his 
whole power, towards raifing him to the Imperial throne : the ele&or promifed, that, 
after his elevation, he would never attempt to recover any of the towns or provinces of 
the empire which France had conquered : that he would, in his capacity of emperor, re- 
nounce the barrier treaty ; and agree that France fhould irrevocably retain whatever 
places fhe might fubdue in the Auftrian Netherlands. 
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By the treaty concluded with the king of Pruffia it was ftipulated ; that the elector 
of Bavaria fliould poffefs Bohemia, Upper Aufiria, and the Tyrolefe ; that the king 
of Poland fhould be gratified with Moravia and Upper Silefia ; and that his Pruffian 
majefty fhould retain Lower Silefia, with the town of Neifs, and the county of Glatz. 
After theft precautions were taken, the count of Belleifle repaired to Frankfort, where 
he publifhed a declaration of his fovereign's, notifying, that as the king of Great Bri- 
tain had affembled an army to influence the approaching election of an emperor; his 
mofl- Chriftian majefty, as guarantee of the treaty of Weftphalia, had ordered fome 
troops to advance towards the Rhine, with a view to maintain the tranquillity of the 
Germanic body, and to fecure the freedom of the Imperial election. 

In July the French forces under marefchal Broglio having affected a junction with 
the elector of Bavaria, that prince furprized the Imperial city of PafTau upon the Da- 
nube ; and entering Upper Aufiria, at the head of feventy thoufand men, took pof- 
feffion of Lintz, the capital of that country, where he received the homage of the ftates. 
Some of his fcouring parties extended their incurfions to within three leagues of Vien- 
na, the inhabitants of which city were thrown into the utmoft confirmation ; but the 
elector neglected to profit by the favourable opportunity, and directing his march to 
Bohemia, was there reinforced by a confiderable body of Saxons, under the command, 
of count Rutowfki, natural fon to the late king of Poland. His Polifh majefty had, 
by this time, acceded to the treaty of Nymphenburg, and declared war againft the 
queen of Hungary, on the moft frivolous pretences. The elector advanced to Prague, 
which was taken by fcalade, in the night of the twenty-fixth of November; it was 
at this fiege, that the celebrated count Saxe firft fignalized his conduct and courage : he 
was natural brother to the prefent king of Poland, and had been elected duke of Cour- 
land ; but Ruffia having deprived him of a dignity conferred by the unanimous voices of a 
Whole people, he entered into the fervice of Lewis the Fifteenth. The mode of attacking, 
the town had been conceived by the count, whofe efforts were alfo exerted with equal 
fuccefs for preferving the inhabitants from pillage and infult. In December, the elec- 
tor of Bavaria made his public entry into this capital, where he was proclaimed king 
of Bohemia, and inaugurated with the ufual folemnities: after which he fet out for 
Frankfort, to be prefent at the diet of election. 

At this period, the queen of Hungary found herfelf abandoned by nil her allies, and 
apparently refigned as a prey to the ambition and rapacity of the neighbouring pow- 
ers. Her courage, however, never forfook her, and fhe was fortunately provided with 
good officers and an able miniftry. She retired to Prefburg, and having affembled the 
ftates, addreffed them in a pathetic Latin fpeech, and holding in her arms her infant fon — 
*• I place in your bands''' faidfhe, "the daughter and the fon of your king, who expetl to be 
** indebted to you for their prcfervation," All the Hungarian Palatines, moved by her 
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cliftrefs, drew their fabres and unanimoufly exclaimed.— " Mormmur pro- Rcge noftro**, 
Maria Therejia. The fcene was rendered more affecting by the condition of the queen, 
who was then pregnant, and who, in a letter which /he had written to her mother-in- 
law, the duchefs of Lorraine, had exprefled her doubts whether fhe fhould have a town 
left in which file could be delivered. The ban being raifed, the brave Hungarians 
crouded to her ftandard ; and the diet exprefTed their refentment againil the enemy by 
a public edict, excluding for ever the electoral houle of Bavaria from the fucceffion to 
the crown of Hungary. By a pecuniary fupoly fhe received from the king of Eng. 
land, Maria Therefa was enabled to pay her army, erect magazines', complete her war- 
like preparations, and put her places of ftrength in a polture of defence. In De- 
cember, her generals Berenclau and Mentzel defeated count Thoring, who command- 
ed eight thoufand men, at the pafs of Scardingen, and opening their way into Bavaria, 
laid the whole country under contribution ; while count Khevenhuller compelled 
the French troops, under the count de Segur, to retreat before him, and take refuge 
under the cannon of Lintz, a town fituated on the Danube, by which river the 
French general expected to receive his convoys. But the vigilance of Khevenhuller 
intercepted the fupplies ; and, the communication being cut off, Segur found himfelf, 
in a few days, reduced to the greateft diftrefs for want of provifions. 

A. D. 1742.] The elector of Bavaria, foon after his arrival at Frankfort, whither 
the Imperial diet had been removed from Ratifbon, was chofen emperor of Germany, 
and, on the twelfth of Febuary, he was crowned by the name of Charles the Seventh. 
The Atiftrians, having compelled Segur to capitulate, and placed a garrifin in Lintz, 
proceeded to ravage the electorate of Bavaria, and to reduce Munich, the capital : 
they likevvife levied contributions on a part of the Palatinate, becaufe that elector 
had lent a body of troops to reinforce the Bavarian army. In March count Saxe re- 
duced Egra, and the Auftrians were obliged to evacuate Bavaria, though they return- 
ed foon after. Khevenhuller took poll in the neighbourhood of Paffau, and detached 
general Berenclau to Dinglefing on the Ifer, to obfeive the motions of the enemy, whofe 
^numbers had now greatly encreafed. In May a detachment of French and Bavarians 
advanced to the caltle of Hilkeifberg on the Danube, with a view to take pofTef- 
fion of a bridge over the river ; the Auflrian garrifon immediately marched out to 
give them battle, and a fevere action enfued, in which the allies were defeated. 

The queen of Hungary, meanwhile, had aflembled two powerful armies in Mora- 
via ami Bohemia. Prince Charles of Lorraine, at the head of fifty thoufand men, ad- 
vanced againfl the Saxons and Pruffians, who thought proper to retire with precipita- 
tion from Moravia, which they had invaded. The prince then directed his march to Bo- 

48 The Hungarians always give the title of klkg to their fovereigns, whether male or female. 
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hernia, and marefchal Broglio, who commanded the French forces in that country, muft 
have fallen a facrifice, had not the king of Pruflia received a ftrong reinforcement, and 
entered that kingdom before his allies could be attacked. The two armies met at Czef- 
law, on the feventeenth of May, when a fierce battle enfued: the Auftrians, at the be- 
ginning of the day, gained a manifeft advantage, and penetrated as far as the PrufSan 
baggage ; but their irregular troops, intent on plunder, neglected every other confidera- 
tion. The Pruffian infantry took this opportunity to rally ; the battle was renewed, 
and, after a very obftinate conflict, the victory was fnatched out of the hands of the 
Auftrians, who were obliged to retire, with the lofs of five thoufand men killed, and 
twelve hundred taken prifoners. The lofs of the Pruflians, too, was con fide rablc ; and 
from the circumftances of the action, the king is faid to have conceived a difguft to the 
war. When the Auftrians made fuch progrefs in the beginning of the engagement, he 
rode off with great expedition, until he was recalled by a meflage from his general, count 
Schwerin, alluring his majefty that there was no danger of a defeat. 

The queen of Hungary, meanwhile, had perceived the necefltty of getting rid of an 
enemy fo formidable from his vicinity, his youth, activity, valour, and prudence; infhort, 
from an union of all the qualities which conftitute the general, the politician, and the 
ftatefman. She refolved to refign to him all that he had conquered, and made propofals to 
him for that purpofe, from a conviction that by making fuch a facrifice fhe ihould be 
enabled to preferve the reft of her dominions, and, perhaps, to exact from her other com- 
petitors a reparation for her lofles. The king of Pruflia, on his part, deemed himfelf 
fortunate in obtaining, by a treaty, the fruits of two campaigns, which he might pro- 
bably lofe in a third, and, which at beft, was all that he could hope to fecure. He forefaw 
that, in a fhort time, the whole weight of the war would fall upon him. The emperor's 
troops, commanded by inexperienced generals, and weak by themfelves, were only fup- 
ported by the money of France, and muft difperfe as foon as that refource fliould fail, a 
period that could not be far diftant. The Saxons had exhibited no proofs of courage, 
and were confidered as of little utility. He was apprehenfive, too, that as foon as tiie 
firft ardour of the French was paft, they would be difcouraged, by encountering hard- 
fhips at fuch a diftance from home, and would either difband from want of recruits, or 
periih with diftrefs. He deemed it prudent to avert fuch a combination of calamities ; 
even to affect an air of moderation doubly becoming in the hour of victory, and, by 
fparing the blood of his fubjects, to extend his dominions. He did not fufter the en- 
gagements he had contracted with his allies to operate as an impediment to the accom- 
plifhment of his fcheme; he had begun the war alone; had atchieved his conquefts 
alone ; and therefore thought himfelf juftihed in concluding a feparate peace. 

The negociations could not be conducted with fuch fecrecy but that fome part of 
them tranfpired. Marefchal Broglio had written to the French court on the fubject ; 
he had repeatedly warned them to place no confidence in the Pruflian monarch, who was 
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only intent on promoting his own interefts; and he afTured them that he would foon ef- 
poufe the caufe of the queen of Hungary, or, at leaft, make peace with her, without 
confulting France or her allies. But no attention was paid to this advice, becaufe mare- 
fchal Belleifle, deceived by Frederick, had adored the French minirter that it was wholly 
unfounded in fact. After the battle of Czeflaw, however, the king of Pruffia wrote a 
letter to marefchal Broglio, which he concluded with thefe words—" I have acquitted 
it myfelf towards my allies, for my troops have" juft obtained a complete victory. It 
" is your place to profit by this advantage without delay, otheTwife you will be refpon- 
" fible to your allies for your neglect." 

Marefchal Belleifle, alarmed at this letter, immediately repaired to the Pruflian camp; 
where Frederick, after liften'mg with patience to his remonftrances, coolly replied—" I 
" warn you that prince Charles is advancing towards marefchal Broglio, and that if you 
" do not profit by the victory I have gained, I fhall conclude a feparate peace." Thfc 
king knew that, without his afliftance, the marefchal could not profit by the victory ; 
that the French army, diminilhed by ficknefs and famine, fo as fcarcely to amount to 
fifteen thoufand men, far from being in a fituation to attack the enemy, could not make 
head againft the united forces 'of prince Charles and prince Lobkowitz, which amounted 
to fixty thoufand men. This being the cafe, it became neceffary to draw together the 
troops that had been ported at a confiderable diftance from each other, with a view to 
keep pofleffion of a greater extent of country. Marefchal Broglio had oppofed this in- 
judicious difpofition, which was afcribed to the elector of Bavaria, or rather to the ad- 
vice of marefchal Belleifle, whofe ufual penetration had failed him on this occafior*. 

The quarters of D'Aubigne and BoufHers, who occupied a dirtant port, were forced 
by the Auftri.ms, and thofe officers effected, with difficulty, their efcape to the army. 
Marefchal Boufflers, in this emergercv, concealed his alarms, and (hewing an intrepid 
countenance to his men, divided his fmall army into three bodies, and, while the bri- 
gades of Navarre and Anjou engaged an holt of Croats and Hungarians, he parted the 
river Blanitz, and drew up his troops in order of battle on the oppolite banks. He de- 
camped during the night, and leaving his baggage behind him, made good his retreat, and 
placed himfclf under the protection of the cannon of Prague. 

A retreat, in which fo much conduct and courage was difplayed, was doubtlefs wor- 
thy the applaufe of the king of Prulfia, who pofleffed too great military talents h'unfelf 
not to perceive the merit of it ; but Itill it was a retreat, that is to fay, the contrary of 
what Frederick required. It evincd the inability of the French to attack the enemy, 
and even to maintain the conquefts they had made. The only means of preferving their 
ally would have been to fend an army into the field fufficiently ftrong to act with- 
out him". This not being the cafe, the king of Pruffia, adhering to the refolution he 
had adopted, figned a treaty at Breflau, on the eleventh of June, under the aufpices of 

the 
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the king of England, whofe ambaffador, lord Hyndford, accompanied the Pruffian mo- 
narch during the campaign, and was vefted with full powers by the queen of Hungary. 
By this treaty, Maria-Therefa ceded to the king of Pruflia the Upper and Lower Silefia, 
with the county of Glatz, in Bohemia; in return for which Frederick engaged to ob- 
ferve a ftridt neutrality during the war, and to withdraw his forces from Bohemia, in fif- 
teen days after the ratification of the treaty, in which was comprehended, the elector of 
Hanover; the czarina; the king of Denmark; the ftates-gciu-ral ; thehoufeof Wol- 
fenbuttle, and the king of Poland, on certain conditions, which were accepted. 

Deferted by their allies, the French were now reduced to a fituation the molt dan- 
gerous and diftreffing. Their forces when united did not amount to thirty thouf.ind 
men; they were at a great diftance from home, in a foreign country, in want of fub- 
fiftence, and without the means of procuring it; detefted in the towns they had reduced, 
and even ignorant of the language, a knowledge of which was requifite to make known 
their wants; a fpirit of incoordination prevailed among the fubalterns, and dilTentions 
obtained among the generals. Under fuch circumflances, it was fcarcely poffibly to re- 
fill the efforts of prince Charles, whofe army was fuperior in numbers, who was beloved 
by his troops and by the people, and who was in a fituation to procure confiant fupplies 
of men, money, ammunition, and provifions. Still, by uncommon exertions of valour, 
fkill, and perfeverance, the French contrived to remain in Bohemia fix months after the 
treaty of Breflau. 

The dilTentions that prevailed among the generals arofe from the return of marefchal 
Belleifle to the camp. He had the patent of general in Bohemia, but marefchal Broglio, 
being his fenior officer, infilled on retaining the command ; and the principal officers were 
at a lofs which to obey. The army, meanwhile, part of which had entered the city of 
Prague, while the reft were ftrongly entrenched without the walls, was in vefted by the 
Auftrians, who encamped in fight of them, on the hills of Girifnitz. Marefchal Belle- 
ifle, whofe fuperiority in the arts of negotiation was acknowledged by his rival, opened 
a conference with count Koenigfeck, and offered to furrender Prague, Egra, and all the 
other places which the French poffeffed in Bohemia, provided they might be allowed to 
march off with their arms, artillery, and baggage. The propofal was rejected, and 
Prague inverted on all fides about the end of July. 

The trenches were at length opened, and the operations of the fiege carried on with 
vigour; but the French deftroyed in one day the labour of weeks. On the twenty- 
fecond of Augufl, they made a fally with twelve thoufand men, and taught the befiegers 
the danger and the difficulty of the enterprize in which they were engaged. The French 
returned to the city with two hundred prifoners, among whom was general Monti, and 
feveral colours and cannon ; but they had to lament the lofs of the marquiffes of TefTe, 
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Clermont, and Moluc, and Several other officers of distinction : the duke de Biron, too, 

who commanded the expedition, was wounded in the attack. 

But this engagement would only have fervcd to accelerate the reduction of the town, 
by leSfening the means of defence, if the Aultrian artillery had been as well ferved as it 
was numerous and formidable. The unfkilSulneSs of their engineers induced the be- 
fiegers to truSt to the flower but more certain operations of famine. The dearth of pro- 
vifions was extreme ; fo early as the commencement of Auguft horfe-flefh was ferved up 
at the beSt tables, and coSt more than half-a crown a pound. The account of the hard- 
Ships experienced by the troops being conveyed to cardinal Fleury, that minister became 
extremely anxious for the conclufion of a peace. He Sent a letter to marefchal Belleifle 
to deliver to count Koenigfeck, in which he expreSfed himfelf in thefe terms—" Many 
" perfonsknow how Strongly I oppofed the resolutions we adopted, and that 1 was, in a 
" great meafure, forced to confent to them. Your excellence is too well informed of 
" every thing that panes, not to guefs who is the man that exerted his utmoft etfbrts 
" to perfuade the king to enter into a league that was fo contrary to my inclination, and 
** to my principles." 

It was, doubtlefs, extraordinary that marefchal Belleifle fhould be fixed upon as the 
bearer of a letter, in which his condudt was fo Severely cenfured ; and it can only be ac- 
counted for on the funpofition that he had voluntarily confented to take all the blame 
upon himfelf, in the eyes of the Hungarian plenipotentiary. The French minifter by 
that means rendered himfelf lefs difagreeable to the court of Vienna, but at the fame 
time he rendered the perfon of his negociator more odious. Befides, he betrayed a want 
of firmnefs, and it was highly impolitic thus to make the enemy acquainted with his 
weak fide. The confequence was fuch as he ought to have forefeen : his letter was 
treated with contempt; and the queen of Hungary, inftead of anfwering it, ordered it to 
be printed. The cardinal complained of this conduit in a fecond letter to the Auftrian 
general, in which he faid — " That in future he would never write what he thought." 
This letter did him ftill greater injury than the firft ; and his eminence difavowed them 
both in the public papers j a weaknefs which was deemed excufable in a man of eighty- 
feven, whofe mind had been harafled by contradiction and ill-fuccefs. 

As foon as the king was informed of the fituation of his army in Prague, which the 
cardinal had concealed from him as long as he could, he aiTembled his council, in which 
the queftion, whether an attempt to relieve the troops Should be made or not, was for- 
mally difcufled. Fieury.from his anxiety to terminate the war, decided in the negative, 
and expatiated on the immenfe Sums which it had already coft the nation Sor Supporting 
a prince who made no efforts in his own behalS ; but the majority of the ministers, and 
particularly M. D'Orry, comptroller-general of the finances, maintained a contrary 
opinion. They infifted that the glory of the king andthe honour of the nation were 

interefted 



1742.] LEWIS THE FIFTEENTH. 57 j 

interefteJ not only in relieving the French troops, but in continuing to fupport the em- 
peror; and that, as the danger was imminent, orders fhouldbe immediatelv fent to mare- 
fchal Maillebois, to march with his army to Bohemia with the utmoft diligence. In 
order to remove the cardinal's uneafinefs with regard to the means of defraying the ex- 
pencesof this expedition, M. D'Orry affured him that he had feventy millions in referve 
for that purpofe. 

One ftrong objection, however, ftill remained ; by fending the army from the banks 
of the Rhine into the heart of Bohemia, the kingdom, unprovided with a fufHeient 
number of troops for its internal defence, would be left at the difcretion of the neigh- 
bouring powers. Great pains, indeed, had been taken to conciliate the friendfhip of 
the Dutch, to whofe attacks it was molt expofed The French miniftry had recently 
concl ded a treaty of commerce and navigation with Holland, bv which the fubjecls and 
inhabitants ot the United Provinces were allowed the fame rights, liberties and exemp- 
tions, as were enjoyed by the lubjecls of the king, in the leas, ports, and roads of France, 
on payment ot the fame duties; the conditions, inleed, were reciprocal, but ftill the ad- 
vantage was evidently in favour of Holland, on account of the fuperior extent of her 
commerce. The marquis of Fenelon, the French ambaffador at the Hague, had declared 
to the ltates-general, that his foverugn, in granting fuccours to the eledtor of Bavaria, 
had no intention of making any conquefts for himlelf, nor of encreafing his own power; 
and that his fole objecl: was the fupport of his allies, and the advantage of the empire j. 
and the ftates feemed fo well fatisfied with this affurance, that Fenelon informed the mi- 
nifter that he might rely on the neutrality of the Dutch. 

But England was ftill to be dreaded, whofe minifter had haughtily rejected both the 
overtures of cardinal Fleury, and thofe of the emperor, who had in vain offered to fecu- 
larize the bifhopricks of Ofnaburgh and Hildefheim, and to cede them to the elector of 
Hanover, in fatisfacYion of his claims. An Englifh army, affembled in Flanders, under 
the command of lord Stair, might make an irruption into the kingdom, while twenty 
thoufand men conftituted the fole force that could be brought to oppofe their progrefs. 
In this dangerous emergency, it was refolved to confult the moft experienced and moft 
able generals. Marefchal de Puyfegur expoftulated on the great difficulties and dangers 
of the propofed expedition ; marefchal Noailles acknowledged the danger, but infifted. 
on its neceffity ; and marefchal D'Asfeld profeffed the fame fentiments. 

Marefchal Maillebois, accordingly, received orders to march, with the utmoft expe- 
dition, to Bohemia. On the receipt of this intelligence, the French troops in Prague 
experienced a renovation of ftrength and courage, while the h opes of the enemy de- 
creafed in proportion. The negociations, formerly rejected, were now renewed; but 
marefchal Belleifle refufed, in his turn, to abide by the proportions he had before offer- 
ed 
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«d ; and the Auftrian generals found it neceiTary to march, with the greater part of 
their army, to oppofe the entrance of the French into Bohemia. 

The court of France, meanwhile, experienced the greateft anxiety, nor were their 
fears diminifhed till they received information that Maillebois had advanced as far as 
Egra; that he had been reinforced by a detachment of fifteen thoufand men, under the 
duke of Harcourt, who had, for fome time, been employed in fruitlefs efforts to make 
his way to Prague ; and that he foon hoped to be joined by marefchal Broglio, who had 
left the capital of Bohemia with a part of his troops in order to meet him. Count 
Saxe, who was thoroughly acquainted with the country, alfo effected a junction with, 
Maillebois, at the head of fourteen thoufand men, and .pledged himfelf to conduct the 
army in fafety to the place of their deflination. But Maillebois, though the fole object 
of his expedition was, by the relief of Prague, to five the army of Belleifle, to accom- 
plifh which he had now fixty thoufand men, in the finefl order, all eager for battle, re- 
fufed to advance. Having remained inactive until the provifions for the troops were 
nearly confumed, he called a council of war, at which all the general officers, except 
the count D'Etrees, advifed an immediate retreat. Maillebois, incompliance with this 
advice, left the command of Egra to the marquis D'Herouville, and, turning to the 
right, took the road to the Danube, and endeavoured to alarm the enemy for the fafety 
of Auffria. The grand duke, on this movement, haftened to cover Paflau, while general. 
Berenclau evacuated Munich, which was taken poffeffion of by the Bavarian general 
cqunt SeckendorfF. 

The Parifians, meanwhile, began loudly to cenfure the conduct of government. The 
natural refllefTnefs of the people had made them eager for war; but they foon found fault 
with the mode of purfuing it: they perceived that an emperor who poffefled little more 
than his title was a burdenfome ally : they could not but admire the queen of Hungary, 
and they wifhed to be revenged on the king of Pruffia, who had reaped all the fruits of 
victory, and left the French to fupport all the expence and calamities of the war. The 
moment the news arrived of the retreat of Maillebois the indignation became general, 
and it was deemed ncceflary by the court to recall that officer, and to beftow the com- 
mand of his army on marefchal Broglio. 

Having expelled the French from Bohemia, prince Lobkowitz renewed the block- 
ade of Prague, which was foon reduced to a more dreadful fituation than before. Bel- 
leifle, who commanded the garrifon, deprived of all hopes of relief, exerted his utmoft 
efforts to fupport the reputation he had acquired. Having allured the court he would 
either hold out for four months or condud his troops to Egra; he received orders to 
cfFe& a retreat. The attempt fecmed not only hazardous but almofl inpraa.cable ; he had 
eight-and-thirty leagues to march in fight of a fuperior force, and through a country 
laid wafte by the repeated incurfions of the troops. But, undifmayed by the obfta- 
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cles he had to encounter, he kept his defign a profound fecret ; ordered the neceffary 
preparations to be made under a different pretext ; deceived prince Lobkowitz, the in- 
habitants of the town, the Auftrian fpies, and even his own. In the night of the fif- 
teenth of December, he left Prague with eleven thoufand foot, and three thoufand 
two hundred and fifty horfe, thirty pieces of cannon, provifions for twelve davs, and 
ibme of the principal citizens as hoftages for the fafety of fix thoufand men, (chiefly ' 
fick and wounded) whom he left in garrifon. Though he purpofely chofe broken and' 
unfrequented roads, he marched with fuch expedition, that he had gained the paffes of 
the mountains, before he was overtaken by the horfe and huffars of prince Lobkowitz. 
The fatigue and hardfhips experienced by the foldiers baffle all defcription. A great 
number perifhed in the fnow, with which the ground was covered, and many hundreds, 
overcome by wearinefs or numbed with cold, were left to the mercy of the Croats, Pan- 
dours, and other irregulars of the Auftrian army, the moft ferocious troops in Europe. 
Belleifle, though tortured with the hip-gout, difplayed furprifing activity and refolu- 
tion . He furfered himfelf to be carried in a litter to every place where lie thought his 
prefence was neceffary, and made fuch able and judicious difpofitions, that his purfuers 
could make no impreffion on the body of his troops; but all his artillery, baggage, 
and even his own equipage, fell into the hands of the enemy. He arrived at Egra, on 
the twenty-ninth of December, whence he proceeded to Alface, without further mo- 
leftation. 

After the efcape of Belleifle, prince Lobkowitz returned to Pragu e, and fummoned the- 
garrifon to furrender. M. de Chevert, who was entrufted with the command of the 
troops, theatencd to fet tire to the city and bury himfelf in the ruins, unlefs the 
Auftrians would aliow them to march out with the honours of war, and to fuffer him. 
to join the main army, with the whole garrifon : the conditions he propofed were grant- 
ed by the Auftrian general, and he proceeded in fafety to Egra. 

It was not in Germany alone that the affairs of Maria Therefa began to take a favoura- 
ble turn; in Italy the campaign had been equally vigorous, the defigns of her enemies, 
•were fruftrated. The king of Sardinia had, at firft, placed himfelf on the lift of 
her competitors ; he had formed pretenfions to the Milanefe, his right to which coun- 
try he "had explained in a manitelto, while he affembled an army with a view to en- 
force them ; and he had acceded to the treaty of alliance between France and the 
eledlor of Bavaria, with a view to profit by the fpoils of the perfecuted queen of 
Hungary. But as foon as tlie Spaniards, profeffing the fame defigns with himfelf, had 
fent troops into the difputed territory, he acknowledged his miftaken policy, and plain- 
ly perceived, that by perfevering in the fy item he had adopted, his labours would on- 
ly tend to the aggrandizement of another power. After due reflection, he concluded it was 
better that the duchy of Milan fhoaild remain in pofleffion of the houfc of Auftria, than 
be transferred to the houfe of Bourbon, whom he confidercd as a more formidable and 
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more dang»rous neighbour. Impelled by thefe motives, he renounced his alliance with 
France, and concluded a treaty with the queen of Hungary. The Spanifh army, mean- 
while, affembled at Rimini, under the duke of Montemar, and, being joined by the 
Neapolitan forces, amounted to fifty-thoufand men, furnifhed with a large train of ar- 
tillery. About the beginning of May, they entered the Bolcgncfe, when the king of 
Sardinia, declaring againft them, joined the Auftrian army, commanded by count 
Traun, marched into the duchy of Parma, and, understanding ti.at the duke of Mo- 
dena had fecretly efpoufed the caufe of the Spaniards, he difpoffeSTed that prince of his 
dominions. The duke de Montemar. finding his army diminilhed by ficknefs and de- 
fcrtion, retreated to the kingdom of Naples, and was purfued by the king of Sardinia, 
as far as Rimini. 

His Sardinian majefty here received intelligence that Don Philip, third fon to the 
king of Spain, had made an irruption into Savoy, with another army of Spaniards, 
and hrd already reduced Chamberri, the capital He, therefore, began without delay, his 
marc h for Piedmont; while Don Philip abandoned Savoy, at his approach, and, retreating 
into Dauphine, took refuge under the cannon of fort Barreaux. The king purfu- 
ed him thither, and both armies remained in fight of each other till the tenth of De- 
cember, when the marquis de Minas, an active and enterprifing general, arrived from 
Madrid, and took upon him the command of the forces under Don Philip. His firH 
exploit was an attack on the caftle of Afpremont, in the vicinity of the Sardinian 
camp, which he conducted with fuch vigour, that the garrifon, in four-and-forty hours, 
were reduced to the neceflity of capitulating. The lofs of this important fort com- 
pelled the king to retire into Piedmont, and the Spaniards marched back into Savoy, 
where they eftablilhed their winter-quarters. 

In the mean time, the dukede Montemar, who directed the other Spanifh army, though 
the duke of Modena bore the title of generaliflimo, refigned his command to count Gages, 
who attempted to penetrate into Tufcany, but was prevented by the vigilance of count 
Traun, the Auftrian general. In December he quartered his troops in the Bolognefe 
and Romngna; while the Auftrians and Piedmontefe were diftributed in the territories 
of Parma and Modena. The pope remained paflive during the whole campaign : the 
Venetians maintained their neutrality ; and the king of the Two Sicilies was over-awed 
by the Britifh fleet in the Mediterranean. 

A. D. 1743-] Amidft the difafters of war, cardinal Fleury expired, on the twenty- 
ninth of January, at the village of Iffy, leaving the affairs of France in a fituation 
that affected the glory of his administration, though not the tranquillity of his mind. 
Lewis the Fifteenth immediately adopted the refolution of keeping the reins of govern- 
ment in his own hands. He found himfelf in the fame fituation with his predeceffbr during 
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thewarof the Succeflion ; and had to fupport France and Spain againrt the fame enemies 
— Auftria, England, Holland, and Savoy 49 . 

Hitherto the French and Englifh had acled merely as auxiliaries in the war, but the 
pretext of fighting the caufe of their allies was foon thrown afide, and they appeared as 
principals in the field of battle. At this period the queen of Hungary feemed to triumph 
overall her enemies. The French were expelled from Bohemia; and part of the Upper 
Palatinate; and their forces, under marefclial Broglio, were ported on the Danube. 
Prince Charles of Lorraine, at the head of the Aurtrian army, entered Bavaria, and, in 
April, obtained a victory over a body of the emperor's troops at Braunau ; at the fame 
time three bodies of Croatians, penetrating through the partes of the Tiroleze, ravaged 
the open country to the very gates of Miinich. The emperor prefled Broglio to hazard 
an engagement, but the marefchal, though he had received a rtrong reinforcement from 
France, refufed to run this rifk. His Imperial majefty, thinking himfelf unfafc in Mu- 
nich, retired to Augfburgh, and Seckendorf retreated with the Bavarian troops to Ingold- 
rtadt, where he was afterwards joined by Broglio, whole troops had, in this retreat, been 
greatly harafled by the Auftrian cavalry and huflars. Prince Charles had now a free 
communication with Munich, which, for the third time, fell into the hands of the queen 
of Hungary, whofe generals likewife reduced Friedberg and Landfperg; while prince 
Charles continued to purfue the French to Donawert, where they were joined by twelve 
thoufand men from the Rhine. But Broglio ftill avoided an engagement, and retreated 
before the enemy to Hailbron. 

The emperor, being thus abandoned by his allies, and ftripped of all his dominions, 
repaired to Franckfort, where he lived in indigence and obfeurity. He now made ad- 
vances towards an accommodation with the queen of Hungary. His general Seckendorf 
had an interview with count Khevenhuller at the convent of Lowenfconrield, where a 
convention was figned, importing, that the emperor fhould remain neuter during the re- 
mainder of the prefent war, and that his troops fhould be quartered in Franconia: that 
the queen of Hungary fhould keep poflefllon of Bavaria till the peace: that Braunau 
and Scharding fhould be delivered up to the Auftrians: that the French garrifon of 
Ingoldftadt fhould be permitted to withdraw, and be replaced by Bavarians ; but that the 
Auftrian general fhould be put in pofleftion of all the artillery, magazines, and warlike 
ftores, which fhould be found in the place. The governors of Egra and Ingoldftadt 
refufing to acquiefce in this capitulation, the Auftrians had recourfe to the operations 
of war, and both places were fpeedily reduced. In Ingoldftadt they found all the em- 
peror's private treafures, jewels, plate, pictures, cabinets, and curiofities, with the ar- 
chives of the houfe of Bavaria, the mart valuable effe&s belonging to the nobility of 
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that deflorate, a prodigious train of artillery, and a vaft quantity of provifion*, arms, 
and ammunition. 

Lewis, baffled in all the efforts he had hitherto made for the fupport of the emperor, 
ordered his minifter at Franckfoi t to deliver a declaration to the diet, profeffing himfelf 
extremely well-pleafed to hear they intended to interpofe their mediation for terminating 
the war. He faid, he was no lefs fatisfied with the treaty of neutrality which the em- 
peror had concluded with the queen -of Hungary ; an event of which he was no fooner 
informed, than he had ordered his troops to return to the frontiers of his dominions, that 
the Germanic body might be convinced of his equity and moderation. To this declara- 
tion the queen of Hungary replied in a refcript, that the defign of France was to em- 
barrafs her affairs, and deprive her of the afliftance of her allies: that the elector of 
Bavaria could not be confidered as a neutral party in his own caufe : that the mediation 
of the empire could only produce a pence either with or without the concurrence of 
France : that, in the former cafe, no folid peace could be expected ; in the latter, it was 
eafy to forefee, that France would pay no regard to a peace in which fhe ihould have no 
concern. She affirmed that the fole aim of the French king was to gain time to repair 
his loffes, that he might afterwards revive the troubles of the empire. The elector of 
Mentz, who had favoured the emperor, was now dead, and his fucceffor inclined to the 
Auftrian intereft. He allowed this refcript to be entered in the journal of the diet, ta« 
gether with the protefts which had been made when the vote of Bohemia was fuppreffed 
at the late election. The emperor complained, in a circular letter, of this tranfaction 
as a ftroke levelled at his Imperial dignity ; and it occafioned a warm difpute among 
the members of the Germanic body. Several princes refented the haughty conduct, and 
began to be alarmed at the fuccefs, of the houfe of Auftria j and others pitied the deplo- 
rable fituation of the emperor. The kings of Great Britain and Pruffia, as electors of 
Hanover and Brandenburgh, efpoufed oppofite fides in this conteit. His Pruffian ma- 
jefty proteftcd againft the inveftiture of the duchy of Saxe-Lunenburgh, claimed by 
the king of England : he had an interview with general Seckendorf at Anfpach, and was 
believed to have privately vifited the emperor at Franckfort. 

The king of England meanwhile had fent a powerful army into Germany, under the 
command of the earl of Stair; in order to prevent the junction of thefe forces with 
prince Charles of Lorraine, marefchal Noailles was fent to the banks of the Mayne, 
with fixty thoufand men, while Coigny was detached into Alface, with a numerous 
body of troops, to defend that province, and oppofe prince Charles, fliould he attempt to 
pafs the Rhine. Noailles, having fecured the towns of Spires, Worms, and Oppen- 
heim, pafftd the Rhine, in the beginning of Jane, and pofted himfelf on the caft 
fide of the river, above Franckfort. The earl of Stair advanced towards him, and en- 
camped at Killenbach, between the river Mayne and the foreft of D'Armftadt ; from 
this Situation he moved towards Afchaffenburgh, with a view to fecure the navigation 
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of the Upper Mayne ; but he was anticipated by Noailles, who lay on the oppofite fide, 
and had taken poffeflion of the pofts above fo as to intercept all fupplies. 

The French now occupied an advantageous port on the other fide of the river, oppo- 
fite to the allies, whofe camp they overlooked ; and, by their judicious manoeuvres, they 
contrived to cut off the communication by water between Franckfort and the confede- 
rates. The king of England joined his army on the ninth of June, which then amount- 
ed to about forty thoufand men. Having received intelligence that a reinforcement of 
twelve thoufand Hanoverjans and Heflians had reached Hanau, he refolved to march 
thither, as well to efFedr. a junction with thofe troops, as to procure provifions for his 
army, of which they were in great want. With this view he decamped on the twenty- 
fixth of June. The moment the confederates had evacuated AfchafFenburgh, it was 
feized by the French ; and Noailles, intent on intercepting the enemy in their march, 
croffed the river, with thirty thoufand men, and eftablifhed himfelf in an advantageous 
fituation, near the village of Dettingen. 

By the mafterly movements of Noailles, and partly by his own indifcretion, the king 
of England was now reduced to a fituation the mod critical and dangerous. The French 
were in poffeflion of AfchafFenburgh behind, fo as to prevent his retreat ; his troops 
were confined in a narrow plain, bounded by hills and woods on the right, flanked on 
the left bv the river Mayne, on the oppofite fide of which the French had erected bat- 
teries that annoyed the allies on their march ; and, in the front, a confiderable body of 
French were drawn up, with a narrow pafs before them, the village of Dettingen on 
their right, a wood on the left, and a morafs in the center. Thus circumftanced, the 
confederates mull either have engaged with a certainty of defeat, or furrendered them- 
felves prifoners of war, had not the duke of Grammont, lieutenant-general in the 
French army, and colonel of the guards, fufFered his ardour to overcome his prudence, 
and wantonly refigned the advantages which the enemy could not have forced from him. 
Inflead of remaining on the other fide of a ravine through which the confederates muff: 
neceffarily pafs, and thereby expofe themfelves to inevitable deflruclion, he no fooner 
perceived their firft battalions come out of a defile, and enter a fmall plain at the oppofite 
extremity of the ravine, than, in direct violation of the orders he had received from his 
uncle, marefchal Noailles, he rufhed forward to meet them with the troops that were 
immediately around him, and by that means fell into the very fnare which had been laid 
for the enemy. As the allies entered the plain they drew up in order of battle ; while 
the French attacked them in confulion, and with an inferior force. 

The cavalry of the king's houfhold, and the carabineers, by the impetuofity of their 
attack, broke, at the firlt charge, two complete lines of infantry ; hut thofe lines imme- 
diately formed again, and furrounded the French. The officers of the regiment of 
guards difplayed great gallantry in advancing againft the enemy with a fmall body of 
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infantry ; the guards were defeated; one-and-twenty of their officers were killed on the 

fpot, and as many more dangeroufly wounded. 

The duke of Chartres, the prince of Clermont, the count D'Eu, and the duke de 
Penthievre exerted thernfelves, in an extraordinary manner, to reftore order to the troops. 
The count of Noailles had two horfes killed under him, and his hrother, the duke of 
Ayen, was difmounted. The marquis de Puyfegur, fon to the marefchal of that 
name, having in vain attempted to rally his own regiment, killed feveral of his men who, 
inftead of obeying his commands, exhorted their comrades to fly, The princes of the 
blood, and the dukes of Biron, Luxembourg, Richelieu, and Pequigni-Chevreufe, col- 
lected a body of fugitives v and bravely, though vainly, endeavoured to reftore the fortune 
of the day, by rufhing into the thickeft ot the enemy. 

■ In another part of the field the houfhold troops and the carabineers ftill maintained 
their ground ; but no regularity was obferved, no fyftem purfued in any of the attacks; 
the army engaged, as it were, by detachments, and though their efforts, if united, might 
have made fome impreffion on the enemy, when thus divided they became impotent and 
vain. Fifty moufquetaires, led away by their courage, attacked the regiment of horfe, 
commanded by lord Stair, and, rufhing into the midft of them, were furrounded, and 
either killed or taken. In this confufion, feven-and-twenty officers of the houfhold ca- 
valry were flain, and fixty-and-fix of them dangeroufly wounded. After the combat 
had been maintained for three hours in this irregular way, the French were obliged to 
quit the field, and repafs the Mayne with great precipitation, having loft about five thou- 
fand men, killed, wounded, and taken. Had the allies profited by their victory, and 
purfued the French before they had recovered from their confufion, the latter would 
probably have fuflained a total overthrow. Lord Stair, indeed, propofed that a detach- 
ment of horfe fhould be fent on this fervice, but his advice was over-ruled. 

The French, in this action, loft a great number of perfons of diftinction, and excel- 
lent officers, who feeing their regiments turn their backs to the enemy, formed thernfelves 
into a line, and preferred an honourable death to life preferved by an ignominious flight. 
The duke of Chartres had a narrow efcape, his horfe being killed under him. The 
prince of Dombes ; the counts of Eu, Harcourt, and Beuvron, and the duke of Bouf- 
flers, were wounded. The count de la Motte-Houdancourt, chevalier-d'honneur to the 
queen, was difmounted, and, after being trampled on by the enemy's cavalry, W3S carried 
pff the field for dead. The marquis of Gontauthad his arm broken : the duke of Roche- 
chouart, firft gentleman of the bedchamber, after receiving two wounds, ftill continued 
to fig' t, and met the death he courted. The marquiflcs of Sabran and Fleuri, and the 
counts of Ellrades and Roftaing were among the flain. 

A Angular inftance of fortitude, in a child of ten years and an half, is recorded 
by Voltaire: the young count of Boufflers, of the branch of Remiancourt, had his leg 
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broken by a cannon-ball ; tbe pain he experienced from the wound did not extort from 
him a fingle murmur or complaint ; when the fractured limb was cut off, he even look- 
ed on while the operation was performing, and difplayed a degree of coolnefs and rcfolu- 
t\on which few men, in a fimilar fituation, could have poffeffed : he met death with 
equal fortitude s °. 

The lofs of the allies, in the battle of Dettingen, exceeded two thoufand men. 
Among the killed were generals Clayton and Monroy. The duke of Cumberland, who 
exhibited great proofs of courage, was fhot through the calf of the leg : the earl of' 
Albemarle, general Hufke, and feveral other officers of diftindtion were wounded. The 
king of England expofed his peifon to a fevere fire both of cannon and muTquetry : he 
rode between the firft and fecond lines with his fword drawn, and encouraged his 
troops to fight for the honour of England. Immediately after the action he continued 
his march to Hanau, where he was joined by the reinforcement he was going to meet. 
The earl of Stair fent a trumpet to marefchal Noailles, recommending to his protection 
the fick and wounded that were left on the field of battle ; and thefe the marefchal- 
treated with the utmoft care and tendernefs. — Such generofity foftens the rigours of war, 
and does honour to humanity. 

The two armies remained on different fides of the river till the twelfth day of July, 
when marefchal Noailles, receiving intelligence that prince Charles of Lorraine had ap- 
proached the Neckar, fuddenly retired, and repaired the Rhine, between Worms and 
Oppenheim. On the twenty-feventh of the following month, the allies croffed the ri- 
ver at Mentz, and the king of England fixed his head-quarters at the epifcopal palace of 
Worms. Here their forces lay encamped till the latter end of September, when they 
advanced to Spires, where they were joined by twenty thoufand Dutch auxiliaries 
from the Netherlands. Noailles having retreated into Upper Alface, the allies took 
poffeffion of Germerfheim, and demolifhed the entrenchments which the French had 
raifed on the Queich ; they then retired to Mentz, and remained inactive during the re- 
mainder of the feafon. 

1 

After the battle of Dettingen, colonel Mentzel, at the head of a large body of irre- 
gulars in the fervice of the queen of Hungary, made an irruption into Lorraine, part of 
which they ravaged without mercy. In September, prince Charles, with the Auftrian 
army, entered the Brifgaw, and attempted to pafs the Rhine ; but marefchal Coigny had 
taken fuch precautions for guarding the banks on the oppofite fide, that he was compel- 
led to abandon his defign, and, marching back into the Upper Palatinate, quartered his- 
troops in that country, and in Bavaria. 
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During thefc hoftile operations in the field, the enemies of France had been equally 
active in the cabinet. In September, a treaty had been concluded at Worms, between 
his Britannic majefty ; the king of Sardinia ; and the queen of Hungary. Maria The- 
re fa engaged to maintain thirty thoufand men in Italy : the king of Sardinia obliged 
hiinfelf to employ forty thoufand infantry, and five thoufand horfe, in confideration of 
being appointed generaliflimo of the combined army, and of receiving an annual fum of 
two hundred thoufand pounds from Great Britain. As a farther gratification, the queen 
of Hungary ceded to him the city of Piacenza, with feveral diftridls in the duchy of 
Pavia, and in the Novarefe ; and all her rights and pretenfions to Final, at prefent pof- 
ftffed by the republic of Genoa, which, they hoped, would refign it, on re-payment of the 
money which the Gcnoefe had advanced for its purchafe. This expence, which amounted 
to three hundred thoufand pounds, the king of England promifed toclefray, and, moreover, 
to maintain a itrong fquadron in the Mediterranean, the commander of which fhouldadt 
in concert with his Sardinian majefty. This alliance, ftrengthened by the acceffion of 
the Dutch, threatened France with a combination as formidable as that which file had 
to encounter in the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth. 

In Italy, the campaign proved unfavourable to Spain, the only remaining ally of the 
French. Early in the year count Gages, who commanded the Spanifh army in the Bo- 
lognefe, amounting to four-and- twenty thoufand men, pafled the Panaro, and advanced 
to Campo-Santo, where he encountered the Imperial and Piedmontefe forces, command- 
ed by counts Traun and Afpremont. The ftrength of the two armies was nearly 
equal ; and the action was obftinate and bloody, though indecifive. The Spaniards loft 
about four thoufand men, killed, wounded, or taken ; the lofs of the confederates was 
not quite fo great. Some cannon and colours were taken on both fides ; and each 
claimed the victory. Count Gages repaffed the Panaro ; retreated fuddenly from Bo- 
logna, and marched to Rimini, in the ecclefiaftical ftate, where he fortified his camp in 
an advantageous fituation, after having fullered feverely by defertion. Count Traun 
remained in the duchy of Modena till the autumn, when he refigned his command to 
prince Lobkowitz. This general entered the Bolognefe in October, and then advanced 
fbwards count Gages, who,.with his forces, now reduced to feven thoufand, retreated to 
Fano; but he afterwards took poffeflion of Pefaro, and fortified all the pafles of the ri- 
ver Foglia. The feafon was far advanced before the Spanifh troops, commanded by 
Don Philip, in Savoy, entered upon action. At the end of Auguft they decamped 
from Chamberri, and parting through Dauphinc towards Briancon, were joined by the 
prince of Conti, at the head of twenty thoufand French. Thus reinforced, Don 
Philip attacked the Piedmontefe lines at Chateau-Dauphine ; but was repulfed in 
feveral attempts, and obliged to retreat with confiderable lofs. The French eftablifhed 
their winter quarters in Dauphine and Provence; and the Spaniards maintained their 
footing in Savoy. 
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The winter was patted in negotiations ;' the French, anxious to recover the allies they 
had loft, exerted their utmoft efforts to prevail on the king of PrufTia to renounce the 
treaty he had concluded with the queen of Hungary ; and that monarch, jealous of rhe. 
fuccefs of Maria-Therefa, and fearful of lofing his newly gained-territories in Silefia, 
gave Lewis to underfland that he would not remain inactive during another campaign. 
The king of Naples was likewife prevailed on to embrace the firft opportunity of departing 
from the neutrality which the threats of the Englifh had forced him to obferve ; and 
for this purpofe he encreafed his troops to fix-and-twenty thoufand men, twelve thou- 
f and of which were deftincd to form a line on the frontiers of Calabria, to enforce the 
precautions which had been adopted for preventing the diffufion of a dreadful peftilence- 
which had fpread its deftructive ravages over the city of Mcffina, and had been conveyed 
to Reggio, by the avarice of a Jew-broker, who had bought fome goods, at a low rate,, 
at the place infected : the reft of the troops were ftationcd on the frontiers of Abruzzo,. 
to be in readrnefs to act in concert with the Spanifh army. 

A. D. 1744.] During rhefe negociations, the moft formidable preparations were 
made in all parts of the kingdom, for putting the national forces in a fituation not only 
to refift the attacks of the enemy, but to wage an offenfive war. An Englifh fleet, 
under the command of admiral Matthews, had, for two years, maintained the empire 
of the Mediterranean, and infulted tlie coafts of Sicily and Provence. It now blocked 
up the port of Toulon, in which lay a fquadron of Spanifh fhips, that had been em- 
ployed in tranfporting troops into Italy. Lewis directed a fleet of fourteen fail of the 
line, four frigates, and three fire- fhips to be equipped; and gave orders to M. de Court,, 
who commanded them, to join the Spaniards, and protect them from all infult or attack. 
They accordingly flood out to fea, and, on the eleventh of February, were attacked by 
the enemy, who was greatly fuperior in force. After a doubtful conflict, in which 
part of the Englifh only were engaged, night put an end to the action, and the com- 
bined fleets retired to the Spanifh ports. It is no lefs Angular than true that the corn- 
danders on both fides were accufed, by their refpective nations, of neglect in the dif- 
charge of their duty ; Matthews, by the fentence of a court martial, was incapacitated 
from ferving in future in the Englifh navy ; and de Court, by the mandate of his fove- 
reign, was fent in exile to his country refidence at Gournay. 

Lewis, now refolved on purfuing with vigour the war againft England, determined 
to execute a plan which had been approved by the members of his council to whom 
it had been originally fubmitted by cardinal Tencin. This was to make a defcent 
upon the Englifh coaft, and to endeavour to place on the throne of his anceftors 
Charles Edward, eldeft fon to the chevalier St. George, and grandfon to that unfor- 
tunate monarch, James the Second. The fcheme was fupported from the idea that the. 
difcontents which prevailed in England, on the fubject of the war, rendered the pre- 
fers!: 
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Tent [>:riod peculiarly favourable for fuch an attempt ; and the French, miftaking a 
struggle for power for a wifh to fubvert the constitution, already concluded, that the 
friends of the opprefled would not fail to declare in favour of the pretender. They 
were right however, in their conclufion, that an invafion of England would draw 

.oft* a number of troops from the continent, and thereby afford a fairer profpeft of 
fuccefs to their arms in Germany and the Netherlands. The difpofttion of Charles, 
(to whom his father, being himfelf advanced in years, had delegated his pretenfions) 
was represented as peculiarly calculated for fuch an enterprise : he certainly poffelTed 
many excellent qualities ; together with an active fpirit : in adverfity patient and 
firm ; and mild and moderate in profperity ; he was moreover endowed with the mod 
determined courage, as evinced in a declaration of his, quoted by cardinal Tencln be- 
fore the council, " / mujl either lofe my head, or place a crown upon it. " 

Count Saxe was appointed to cpmmand a body of fifteen thoufand troops, deftin- 
ed for this expedition. They began their march to Picardy, in the ports of which 
province it was intended they fhould be embarked : the count of Maurepas, meanwhile, 
had equipped, with incredible diligence, iix-and-tvventy fail of the line at Breft and 
Rochefort, under pretence of protecting from infult the fort of Toulon. Prince Charles 
left Rome on the ninth of January, in the difguife of a Spanifh courier, attended 
only by one, Servant, and furnilhed with paffports by cardinal Aquaviva. He travelled 
through Tufcany to Genoa, whence he proceeded to Savona : he there embarked for 
Antibes, and purfuing his journey to Paris had a private conference with Lewis, af- 
ter which he continued his route, incognito, to the coaft of Picardy- The Britifh 
miniftry, being apprized of his arrival in France, at once comprehended the defoliation 
of the armaments prepared in the different ports; and they inftructed their refident at Paris 
to remonstrate on the fubjeel : but Lewis refuied to enter into any explanations; and, no 
longer appearing as an auxiliary in the contclt, he publiflied foon after, on the fifteenth 
of March, a formal declaration of war againft England, in which he taxed the Britifh 
monarch with having diffuaded the court of Vienna from entertaining any thoughts of 
an accommodation; with having infringed the convention of Hanover; with having 
txercifed piratical depredations on the Subjects of France, and even blocked up the 
harbour of Toulon. 

The fleet, meanwhile, had proceeded to fea, and twelve thoufand troops were actually 
embarked. M. de Koquefeuille, who had the command of it, failed up the channel as 
far as Dungcncl's, a promontory on the coaft of Kent, after he had detached M. de Bar- 
reil, with five Ships, to batten tiie embarkation at Dunkirk. While he anchored oft'Dun- 
genefs, he perceived, on the twenty-fourth of February, the Britifh fleet, under Sir 
John Norris, doubling the South Foreland, from the Downs; and, though the wind was 
againft him, profiting by the tide to come up and engage the French fquadron. Ro- 
quefeuille, alarmed at the approach of a force greatly fuperior to his own, called a coun- 
cil 
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cil of war, in which it was refolved not to rilk an engagement, hut to weigh anchor at 
fun-fet, and make the beft of their way to port. This reiblution was favoured by a 
very brilk gale of wind, which began to blow from the north-eaft, and carried them 
down the channel with incredible celerity. But the fame ftorm which, probably, faved 
their fleet from deftruction, utterly difconcerted the projedt of the invafion of England. 
A great number of their tranfports were driven afhore and deftroyed, and the reft fo da- 
maged as not to admit of a fpeedy repair. The Englifh had now the command of the 
fea, and their coaft was fo well protected from infult that the enterprize could not be 
profecuted with any probability of fuccefs. The French generals nominated to ferve 
in this expedition returned to Paris, and the Pretender refolved to wait a more favour- 
able opportunity. 

During thefe tranfactions, the emperor, deprived of his dominions, and almoft defti- 
tute of the means of fubfiftance, had folicited the mediation of the king of England for 
compromifing the differences between him and the court of Vienna. Prince William 
of Hefle-Caffel had conferred with the Britifh monarch on the fubjectj and a negotia- 
tion was begun at Hanau. The emperor made every conccflion that could be required 
of him : he offered to difmifs the French auxiliaries, provided the Auftrians would eva- 
cuate his hereditary dominions. The propofal appeared fo reafonable to the Englifh 
plenipotentiary, that he actually agreed to preliminaries, by which his Imperial majtfty 
engaged to renounce the alliance of France, and throw himlelf on the protection of the 
maritime powers; to refign all pretenfions to the fucceflion of the houfe of Auftria; 
and to revive the vote of Bohemia in the electoral college, on condition of his being 
re-eftablifhed in the poffeflion of his dominions, and recognized as emperor by the queen of 
Hungary ; and of his being accommodated with a monthly fubfidy for his maintenance, 
as his own territories were exhaufted and impoverifhed by the war. But as thefe pre- 
liminaries, though fettled by the plenipotentiaries, were not figned, the queen of Hun- 
gary rejected them, and determined to rely on the courage of her troops, and the 
wealth of her allies, for obtaining more advantageous terms. The negociation there- 
fore was dropped. 

The inflexibility of the houfe of Auftria, and its chief ally, proved ferviceable to the 
emperor. The forlorn fttuation of this unfortunate prince excited the compaflion of 
different potentates, who refented the haughtinefs which the chief of the empire had ex- 
perienced from the court of Vienna, and were alarmed at the encreafing power of 
the houfe of Auftria. Thefe confiderations gave rife to the treaty of Franckfort, 
concluded, in May, between the emperor ; the king of Pruflia ; the king of Sweden, as 
landegrave of Hefle-Caffel ; and the elector palatine. The contracting parties engaged 
to preferve the conftitutions of the empire, according to the treaty of Weftphalia, and 
to fupport the emperor in his rank and dignity. They agreed to employ their good 
offices with the queen of Hungary, that fhe might be induced to acknowledge the em- 
Vol. IV. 4 E peror, 
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peror, to reftore his hereditary dominions, and give up the archives of the empire that 
were in her poffeffion. They guaranteed to each other their refpe&ive territories : the 
difputes about the fucceffion of the late emperor they referred to the decihon of tbefiates 
of the empire: they promifed to affift. each other in cafe of attack: and they in- 
vited the king of Poland, the elector of Cologne, and the bifhop of Liege, to accede to 
this treaty. Such was the confederacy that broke all the meafures which had been 
concerted, by the king of England and her Hungarian majefty.for the operations of the 
campaign. 

In the meantime Lewis, on the twenty-fixth of April, declared war againft the queen 
of Hungary, on pretence of her obftinate perfeverance in refufing all terms of accom- 
modation, and her determination to carry the war into the French territories. In her 
counter-declaration fhe taxed the king with having infringed the moil folemn engage- 
ment with refpecl: to the Pragmatic Sanction ; with having ftimulated different pre- 
tenders to lay claim to the fucceffion of the late emperor ; with having endeavoured to 
inftigate the common enemy of Chriftendom again!!: her ; and with having played the 
part of an incendiary in the north of Europe, that the czarina might be prevented 
from affifting the houfe of Auftria, while his numerous armies overfpread the empire, 
and laid wafte her hereditary dominions. 

The king, at the inftigation of his miftrefs, the duchefs of Chateauroux il , determine 1 
ed to command his troops in perfon ; he accordingly left his capital, on the third of 
May, accompanied by his confidential minifters, and a brilliant court ; and on the twelfth 
he arrived at Lille, after vifiting the moft important towns on the frontiers, and pro- 
viding for their fecurity. In the plains adjacent to the city he reviewed his troops, and 
introduced various new regulations into the army for enforcing a due Itri&nefs of mili- 
tary discipline. His aids-de-camp were, Meuze, Richelieu, Luxembourg, Boufflers, 
D'Aumont, D'Ayen, Soubife, and Pecrjuigny ; his generals were the marefchals Noailles 
and Saxe ; the former of whom had the command of the main army of eighty thoufand 
men, while the latter directed the operations of a feparate corps of half that number- 
The ftates-general, alarmed at his preparations, had, at a conference with his ambaffador 
at the Hague, expreffed their apprehenfions, and entreated his majefly would defift from- 
his defign of attacking their barrier. Their remonftrances having proved ineffectual, 
they now fent the count of Waffenaar to wait upon Lewis, to enforce their former re- 
s' This lady accompanied the king, though, as lady of the palace to the queen, fhe ought to have remnined at 
Verfailles with her miftrefs. She did not lodge under the fame roof with Lewis, but orders had been previoufhr 
iffued to the municipal bodies in all the towns through which they patted on their road to Flanders, to take care 
and provide her with a houfe adjoining to that defigned for his majefty, and. to open a private communication be- 
tween the two. 
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prefentations,and renew their entreaties; but no regard was paid to their requeft. Lewis 
told the count he was determined to profecute the war with vigour, as his moderation 
hitherto had ferved no other purpofe than that of rendering his enemies more un- 
traceable. 

The firft operations of the army were directed againft Courtrai, which furrenJered on 
the eighteenth of May ; and its reduction was followed by that of Menin, the garrifon 
of which capitulated on the fifth of the following month, when the fortifications, 
erected by Vauban, were demolifhed by orders from the king. Ypres made rather more 
refiftance ; the attacks were directed by the prince of Clermont, abbot of Saint Germain 
<les Pres, who had obtained from the pope a permiflion to exchange the crozier for the 
fword ; the marquis de Beauveau, camp-marefchal, a young officer of great merit, was 
killed before the place; but the efforts of the enemy proved fruitlefs, and the capitula- 
tion was figned on the twenty-fifth of June. Fort Knocque furrendered to the duke of 
Boufflers on the twenty-ninth ; and, on the eleventh of July, the prince of Clermont 
fixed the colours of France on the walls of Furnes. 

The allied army made no attempt to impede the progrefs of the French, and to the 
diffentions which prevailed among their generals, their inactivity, during the prefent 
campaign, muft be chiefly afcribed. It is difficult to fay how far Lewis might have 
pufhed his conquefts, had not his meafures been unexpectedly defeated by the fkill and 
activity of prince Charles of Lorraine, who, palling the Rhine, took poffeffion of the 
lines of Lauterburg, Weiffembourg, and the Lauter. The king was the more aftonifhed 
at the receipt of this intelligence, as marefchal Coigny, with an army of fifty thoufand 
men, was polled on the banks of the river, and covered the provinces which lay on this 
fide of it ; while marefchal Belleifle, who had been reftored to favour, commanded a confi- 
derable body of troops on the Mofelle, for the protection of Lorraine and the adjacent 
country ; and the duke D'Harcourt, with another army, had taken a fituation that en- 
abled him to act as circumftances might require: count Seckendorf, too, was polled be- 
yond the Rhine, with the Bavarians, the troops of the Palatinate, and the Heffians. To 
the mifcondudt of this laft general was the fuccefsful irruption of prince Charles im- 
puted by the French ; they reproached him with refufing to remain under the cannon 
of Philipfburgh, whereby he would have kept in awe the corps under general Neudafti, 
which had taken poft in his front ; with having retired and repaffed the Rhine ; with 
having pledged himfelf to marefchal Coigny to take upon himfelf the defence of 
the river towards Germerlheim and Rhinzabern, notwithflanding which he fuffered 
prince Charles to make good his paffage into that very quarter; and. laftly, with having 
neglected, when reinforced, fubfequent to this di falter, to profit by the importance of 
the moment, the advantage of his fituation, and the ardour of his troops. 

As the Auftrian army, to the number of eighty thoufand men, threatened the reduc- 
tion of Alface, and extended their incuifions to the frontiers of Lorraine, Lewis deemed 

4 E % it 
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it expedient to fend off a detachment of thirty thoufand men, from his army in Flan- 
ders, to reinforce that under marefchal Coigny ; and he himfelf began his journey from 
the Rhine, that he might in perfon check the progrefs of the enemy. The duke of 
Harcourt, with his corps, had received orders to guard the paffes of Phalzbourg, and 
Metz was fixed upon as the place of rendezvous for the troops. The king augmented, 
during this march, the pay and fubfiftence of the foldiers, and, by this inftance of at- 
tention to their comfort, redoubled their zeal for his fervice, and their affeftion for his 
perfon. All the provinces bordering on Germany, who had been alarmed at the paflage 
of the Rhine, and particularly at the difafters of the preceding campaigns in the em- 
pire, were highly rejoiced at the prefence of their fovereign, and deemed themfelves fe- 
cure from infult or outrage. 

But the joy evinced, on this occafion, was fpeedily damped by a feverc diffemper with 
which Lewis was attacked at Metz. His confiitution had been impaired by a too free 
indulgence in amorous gratifications and the pleafures of the table ; and the fatigues of 
the campaign, joined to the exceffive heat of the fun, to which he too frequently ex- 
pofed himfelf, brought on a fever of the putrid kind, which firft appeared on the eighth, 
of Auguft, and made fo rapid a progrefs that by the fourteenth his life was defpaired of. 
His danger diffufed confirmation throughout the kingdom, and the violent fymptoms 
of forrow evinced in every part of it almoft exceed belief. The churches were thrown 
open, and were inceffantly crouded, even in the dead of night, with fupplicating fub- 
jecls, entreating the Deity to look down with mercy on their beloved fovereign. The 
prayers of the priefts for his recovery were inceffantly interrupted by their tears, and 
cries and fobs formed the only refponfes of the people s *. 

The queerr,with her children, and the princes of the blood, hafiened from Verfailles to 
pay the lafl duties to the dying monarch, who, apprized of his danger by the Chriftian 
refolution of the duke of Chartres, and urged to penitence by the pious exhortations of 
the bifhop of Soiffbns, difmiffed his favourite miftrefs, the duchefs of Chateau-roux, and 
prepared for death. But the (kill of the faculty, feconded by the efforts of nature, tri- 
umphed over the difeafe, and his recovery was celebrated all over his dominions with un- 
common marks of joy and affedtion. The courier, who bore the welcome intelligence 
to the capital, was almoft ftifled with the careffes of the people, who carried him in tri- 
umph through the ffreets, while his horfe fhared the kindnefs fliewn to his mafter. Well 
might the king exclaim, when apprized of thefe affecting circumftances, " What a 
** pleafure it is to be thus beloved ! What have I done to deferve it ?" It is greatly to 
he lamented that this fentiment did not make a deeper impreffion on his mind, and ftimu- 
late him to a rigid difcharge of thofe duties which the affe&ion of his fubjecls impofedy 
•n him. 
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Amidft the tranfports of grief evinced on the illnefs of the king, the flattering epithet 
of The. Well- Beloved was bellowed on him by the unanimous voice of his fubje&s. The 
diftin£tion was rendered more honourable by the manner in which it was conferred ; it 
proceeded not from any concerted plan, but fprang from a pure impulfe of the heart ; it 
was not the tribute of adulation, but the gift of affection. — Tins was the brighteft- 
period of the reign of Lewis. 

The king, on the bed of ficknefs, was not inattentive to the welfare of the ftate. His 
object in quitting the Netherlands was to give battle to prince Charles of Lorraine; 
and as foon as he found himfelf unable to proceed he entrufted the command of his army 
to marefchal Noailles. When he was informed of the junction of that general with 
marefchal Coigny, he faid to the count D'Argenfon, " Write to marefchal de Noailles, 
" and ull him from me, that, while they carried Lewis the Thirteenth to the grave, the princs 
" of Condi gained a vitlory si ." 

The exertions of Noailles could not prevent prince Charles of Lorraine from repair- 
ing the Rhine in fight of a fuperior force, without the fmalleft lofs. But the fchemes 
of the Auftrian general were fjruftrated by the king of Pruflia, who, in the month of 
Auguft, entered the electorate of Saxony, at the head of a powerful army. He there 
declared, in a public manifefto, that his fole object in taking up arms was to re-eftabli {li- 
the peace of the empire, and to fupport the dignity of its chief. He allured the inhabi- 
tants that they might depend upon his protection, in cafe they fhould remain tranquil,, 
but threatened them with fire and fword fhould they prefume to oppofe his progrefs. \n> 
a refcript, addrefled to his minifters at foreign courts, he accufed the queen of Hungary 
of obftinacy, in refufing to acknowledge the emperor, and to reftore his hereditary do- 
minions. He faid he had engaged in the league of Franckfort, with a view to prevent 
the oppreffion of the head of the empire; that he had no intention to violate the peace of 
Breflau, or enter as a principal into the war, but that hisdefign was to act as auxiliary to 
the emperor, and eflablifh the tranquillity of Germany. He penetrated into Bohemia, and 
undertook the fiege of Prague, the governor of which furrendered himfelf and his gar- 
rifon prifoners of war, on the fixteenth day of September. He afterwards reduced Ta- 
bor, Budweis, and Teyn,and, in a fliort time, fubdued the greateftpart of the kingdom ; 
the Auftrian forces in that country being in no condition to impede his progrefs. He 
was foon, however, obliged to relinquifh his conquefts. Prince Charles of Lorraine 
having eluded the vigilance of the French generals, directed his march to the Danube, 
laid the Upper Palatinate under contribution, and, entering Bohemia, effected a junction 
with the troops under Bathiani, at Merolitz. The king of Poland, at this juncture, 
declared in favour of Maria-Therefa. A convention, for the mutual guarantee of their 
dominions, had been figned between thefe two powers in December; and now prince 
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Chartes was reinforced by twenty thoufand Saxons, under the conduct of the duke of 
Saxe-Weiftenfels. The combined army was fuperior to that of the king of Pruffia whom 
they determined to bring to action; but he retired before them, and, having evacuated 
Prague and all other places which he had reduced in Bohemia, retreated, with precipi- 
tation, into Silefia. Having there put his troops into winter-quarters, he returned to 
Berlin, extremely mortified at the iffuc of the campaign. 

During thefe tranfactions, count Scckendorf, marching into Bavaria, with a numer- 
ous army, effected the expulfion of the Auftrians from that electorate, and the empe- 
ror recovered poffeflion of Munich, his capital, on the twenty-fecond day of October. 
In Auguft, the French Srmy paffed the Rhine at fort Louis, and inverted the ftrong and 
important city of Fribourg, defended by general Damnitz, at the heaJ of nine thou- 
fand veterans. Lewis, though dill in a weak rtate, arrived at the camp on the eleventh 
of October; and the operations of the fiege were conducted with vigour and effect. 
The Auftrian governor made incredible efforts to prevent the reduction of the place, 
which he maintained, until it was reduced to a heap of ruins, and one half of the garrifon 
deftroyed. At length, however, they were obliged to furrender themfelves prifoners 
of war, after the trenches had been opened five-and-forty days, during which time 
the French had loft fifteen thoufand men. 

With this conqueft the king clofed the campaign, and his army was cantoned along 
.the Rhine, under the infpection of the count de Maillcbois. By the detachments 
drawn from the army in Flanders, count Saxe had found himfelf confiderably weak- 
er than the confederates, for which reafon he threw up ftrong intrenchments behind 
the Lys where he remained on the defenfive, until reinforced by the count of Cler- 
mont, who commanded a feparate body of troops, on the fide of Nieuport. The 
allies, to the number of feventy thoufand men, paffed the Schelde, and advanced towards 
Helchiu ; but the French being fo advantageoufly ported that they could not attack 
than with any prolpect of fuccefs, they inarched forwards within fight of Tournay, 
and, on the eighth of Auguft, encamped in the plains of Liflc, in the hope of inducing 
couni. Saxe to quit a fituation in which he was fecure from danger or infult. But 
the count was too able a general to be led into fuch a fnare ; and his meafures were 
fo ikilful, that he effectually prevented the confederates from atchieving any enter- 
pri/e of importance: after having remained for fome time in fight of Lille, and 
laid the open country under contribution, they retired to their former camp on the 
Sch.lde, whence they ft on marched into winter quarters. Count Saxe, at length, 
quitted his lines, and, by way of retaliation, ftnt out detachments to ravage the Low 
Count; its, as far -as the gates of Ghent and Bruges. 

In Italy the operations of war were carried on with equal vigour. The king of 
Naples, having affcmbled an army, joined count Gages, and publilhed a manifcl.o, in 
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vindication of his conduct, which was a direct violation of the ntu'rality he haJ 
pronif;d to obferve. He maintained, that his moderation had been undervalued by 
the courts of London and Vienna ; that his frontiers had been threatened with the 
calamities of war; and that the queen of Hungary mule no fecret of her in- 
tentions to invade his dominions. This charge, indeed, was not without foundation ; 
the emiffaries of the houfe of Auftria certainly endeavoured to excite a rebellion in 
Naples, which prince Lobkowitz had orders to favour by an invasion. This general 
was encamped at Monte Rotondo, in the vicinity of Rome, when the confederates, 
in the month of June, advanced to Villelri. While the two armies remained in fight 
of each other, prince Lohkowitz detached a firong body of forces under count Soro, 
and general Sorani, who made an irruption into the province of Abruzzo, and took 
the city of Aqnila, where they distributed a manifefto, in which the queen of Hun- 
gary exhorted the Neapolitans to fhake off the Spanifh yoke, and again lubinit to the 
houfe of Auftria. This flep, however, produced little or no effect, and the Auftriaa- 
detachment retired at the approach of the duke of Vieuville, with a fuperior force. 

In Auguft, count Brown, at the head of a body of Auflrians, furprized Veletri dur- 
ing the night ; and the king of the Two Sicilies, and the fjuke of Modena, were in 
the utmoft danger of being taken. They with great difficulty effected their efcape 
by a poftern, and repaired to the quarters of count Gages, who, on this occafion, per- 
formed the part of a great general. He rallied the fugitives, difpelled the panic and 
confufion which had begun to prevail in his camp; and made a diipofition for cutting 
off the retreat of the Auftrians. Count Brown, finding himfelf in danger of being, 
furrounded, thought proper to fecure his retreat, which he effected with great art and 
gallantry, carrying off a prodigious booty. Three thoufand Spaniards are faid to have 
fallen in this action ; and eight hundred men were taken, with fome ftandards and colours. 
Count Mariani, a Neapolitan general, was among the prifoners. The Auftrians loit 
about fix hundred men ; and general Novati fell into the hands of the enemy : but 
the exploit was attended with no important confequences. The Auftrians fuffered fo 
much from the heat of the climate and the difficulty of fubfiftance, in a country al- 
ready exhaufted, that prince Lobkowitz deemed it prudent to retreat. On the eleventh 
day of November, he decamped from Faiola, inarched under the walls of Rome, paf- 
fed the Tyber at Ponte-Molle, formerly known by the name of the Pons Milvius, 
which he had juft time to break down after making good his paffage, when the van- 
guard of the Spaniards and Neapolitans appeared. Part of his rear-guard, however, 
was taken, with count Soro who commanded )t, at Noeera ; and his army fuftered great- 
ly by defertion. Neverthelefs, he continued his retreat with equal Ikill and celerity, 
traverfed the mountains of Gubio, and, by the way of Viterbo, reached the Bolog- 
nefe. The pope was altogether paffive. At the beginning of the campaign, he had ca- 
reffed Lobkowitz, and he now received the king of the Two Sicilies with marks of the 
warmeft affedtion. 
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The brother of that prince, Don Philip, was equally fuccefsful in Savoy and Pied- 
mont Eaily in the feafon he was joined, at Antibes, by the French army, under the 
condud of the prince of Conti. Towards the latter end of March, the combined forces 
pafl>.d the Var, reduced the caftle of Apremont, and entered the city of Nice without 
oppofition. In April, they attacked the king of Sardinia, who, with twenty thoufand 
men, was ftrongly entrenched among the mountains at Villa-Franca. The adhon was 
obftinatc and bloody ; but their numbers and perfeverance prevailed. He was obliged to 
abandon his port, and embark on board of the Britifli fquadron, which tranfported him 
and his troops to Vado. The intention of Don Philip was to penetrate through the 
territories of Genoa into the Milanefe ; but the Englifh admiral, who hovered, with a 
ftrong fquadron, on that coaft, fent a meflage to the republic, declaring, that mould the 
combined army be fuffered to pafs through their dominions, the king of Great Britain 
would confider fuch a ftq> as a breach of their neutrality. The fenate, intimidated by 
this intimation, entreated the princes to defift from their defign ; and they accordingly 
refolved to purfue another route. They defiled towards Piedmont, and aflaulted the 
ftrong poft of Chateau- Dauphine, defended by the king of Sardinia in perfon. After a 
defperate attack, in which they loll four thoufand men» the place was taken ; the garri- 
fon of Demont furrendered at difcretion, and the whole country of Piedmont was laid 
under contribution. His Sardinian majefty was in no condition to hazard a battle, and 
therefore ported himfelf at Saluzzo, in order to cover his capital. 

In the beginning of September, the combined army inverted the ftrong and important 
town of Coni. Baron Leutrum, the governor, made an obrtinate defence, and the fitu- 
ation of the place was fuch as greatly enhanced the difficulty of the fiege, and augmented 
the lol's of the aflailants. The king of Sardinia, reinforced by ten thoufand Aurtrians, 
under general Palhvicini, advanced to its relief, and a battle enfued, on the thirtieth of 
September. The adVion was maintained with great vigour and courage on both fides, 
till night, when the king, finding it impracticable to force the enemy's entrenchments, 
retired in good order to his camp at Muraffb: he afterwards found means to throw a re- 
inforcement of troops and afupply of provifions into Coni ; and the heavy rains that fell, 
at this period, not only retarded, but even difpiritedthe befiegers. Neverthelefs, the princes 
perfilted in their delign, notwithftanding a dearth of provifions and the approach of 
winter, till the li tter end of November, when a frefh reinforcement entered the place. 
This incident was no fooner known than the princes abandoned their enterprize, and, 
leaving their fick and wounded to the mercy of the Piedmontefe, marched back to Demont. 
Having difinantled the fortifications of this place, they retreated, with great precipi- 
tation, to Dauphine, and were dreadfully harafled by the Vaudois and light troops in 
the fervice of his Sardinian majefty, who now again found himfelf in pofleflion of 
Piedmont. The French troops were quartered in Dauphine; but Don Philip ftill 
maintained his footing in Savoy, on the inhabitants of which he levied the heavieft 
contributions. 

A. D. 
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A. D. 1 745-1 The new year was ufhered in by an event which changed the face of 
affairs in the empire, and fet all the princes of Germany in commotion. Charles the 
Seventh, finking beneath the united preffure of calamity and difeafe, expired at Munich, 
the capital of his hereditary dominions, on the twentieth of January, in the forty-eighth 
year of his age. The grand-duke of Tufcany, con fort to Maria-Therefa, was imme- 
diately declared a candidate for the Imperial throne, while his pretentions were warmly 
oppofed by Lewis and his allies. The court of Vienna, taking advantage of the late 
emperor's death, fent an army to invade Bavaria in the month of March, under the con- 
duct of general Bathiain, who routed the French and Palatine troops, under M. de 
Segur, at Pfiffenhoven, took pofTeffion of Rain, lurrounded and difarmed fix thoufand 
Heffmns, in the vicinity of Ingoldftadt, and expelled from the electorate the forces of 
Bavaria. The young elector was obliged to abandon his capital, and retire to Augf- 
iburgh, where he found himfelf in danger of lofing all his dominions. In this emer- 
gency he fuffered the dictates of reafon to prevail over the fuggeftions of ambition, and 
wifely yielded to the folicitations of the emprefs, his mother, enforced by the advice of 
his uncle, the elector of Cologne, and of his general, count Seckendorf, who exhorted 
him to accede to a reconciliation with the court of Vienna. A negociation was, ac- 
cordingly, opened at Fueffen, where, on the twenty- fecond of April, the treaty was 
concluded. The queen of Hungary confented to recognize the Imperial dignity, as 
having been vefted in the perfon of his father ; to acknowledge his mother as emprefs- 
dowager ; to reftore his dominions, with all the fortrelfes, artillery, flores, and ammu- 
nition which fhe had taken ; while, on his part, he renounced all claim to the fuccefTion 
of her father, and became guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanction. He farther acknow- 
ledged the validity of the electoral vote of Bohemia, in the perfon of the queen, and en- 
gaged to give his own vote for the grand-duke, at the enfuing election of a king of the 
Romans. Until that fhould be determined, both parties agreed that Ingoldftadt fhould be 
garrifoned by neutral troops ; and that Braunau and Schardingen, with all the country 
between the Inn and the Saltza, fhould remain in the poffeffion of the queen of Hun- 
gary, though without prejudice to the civil government or the elector's revenue. In the 
mean time, the elector difmiffed all the auxiliaries in his pay, who were permitted to re- 
tire without moleftation. 

A war, the avowed object of which was to place and preferve Charles the Seventh on 
the Imperial throne, ought certainly to have terminated with the life of that prince, and 
particularly after his fon had formally renounced the dignity enjoyed by his father But 
the French miniftry, intent on having an emperor of their own choice, had caft their 
eyes on the king of Poland; and, by a ftrange derelidion of the principles by which 
they had profefled to be actuated, offered the Imperial fceptre to a monarch enriched by 
the fpoils of the father-in-law of Lewis the Fifteenth ; — a monarch whom they ha 1 
long confidered as an ufurper ; who had forfaken their caufe during the prefent war; 
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and who had recently contracted an alliance with the enemies of France. They en- 
deavoured to allure Auguftus, not only by the fplendour of the proffered -dignity, but by 
the right which, they pretended, it would give him to fecure to his family a part of the 
inheritance of the houfe of Auftria. The object of thefe propofals was, by detaching 
him from his new alliance, to enfure a greater fuperiority to the king of Pruflia, and to 
compel the queen of Hungary to conclude a peace. The Saxon minifter perceived the, 
fnare, and prevented his mafter"from falling into it: he convinced him of the difficulty 
of preferving the crown of Poland in conjunction with the Imperial diadem, as that re- 
public would be jealous of a chief whofe power was too extenfive, and as moll of the 
grandees were inclined to favour the houfe of Auftria ; fo that he would riik the lofs of 
a throne in pofieffion, by the attempt to acquire another which he was by no means cer- 
tain of obtaining. He alfo cited the example of the elector of Bavaria, to prove, that 
the burden of fuch a dignity mull be too heavy for any prince to fupport who was not 
extremely powerful in himfelf ; and that his elevation, not being founded on his own 
native ftrength, muft inevitably become a fource of difguft, calamity, and humiliation;. 

The king of Poland had but little ambition, and, having coolly weighed thefe confi- 
derations in his mind, he prudently rejected the propofals of France. Far from advanc- 
ing pretentions to the empire, he cemented his connection with the queen of Hungary, 
and determined to give his vote to herconfort at the enfuing election. 

The court of Vienna had, by this time, fecured the votes of all the electors, except 
thofeof Brandenburgh and the Palatinate. But this did not deter Lewis from attempt- 
ing to influence the election, by means of a powerful army which lie affembled for that 
pvirpofe in the vicinity of Franckfort : his efforts, however, proved fruitlefs; the Auf- 
trian army, commanded by the grand duke in pcrfon, marched thither from the Danube; 
and the prince of Conti was obliged to repafs the Rhine at Nordlingen. The grand duke 
then repaired to Franckfort, where, on the fecond of September, he was declared, by a 
majority of votes, king of the Romans and emperor of Germany, by the title of 
Francis the Firft. 

The king of Pruflia, in the mean time, had made confiderable progrefs in theconqueft 
of Silefia. The campaign opened in January, when the Hungarian infurgents were ob- 
liged to retire into Moravia. In the following month, the Pruflian general Lehwald 
defeated a body of twelve thouf.ind Auftrians, commanded by general Helfrick: the 
town of Ratibor was taken by affault, and the king entered Silefia in May, at the bead 
of feventy thoufand men. Prince Charles of Lorraine, being joined by the duke of 
Saxe-WeifTenfels, and twenty thoufand Saxons, penetrated into Silefia by the defiles of 
Landfliut ; and was attacked by his Pruflian inajefty in the plains of Strigan, near Fried- 
bergh. The battle was maintained from morning till noon, when the Saxons giving 
way, prince Charles was obliged to retire, with the lofs of twelve thoufand men, and a 

great 
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great number of colours, ftandards, and cannon. But this victory, obtained on ths 
fourth day of June, complete as it was, did not prove decifive ; for though the vic- 
tor transferred the feat of war into Bohemia, and maintained his army by the contri- 
butions he raifed in that country, the Auftrians refolved to hazard another engage- 
ment ; their aim was to furprize him in his camp at Sohr which thev attacked on the 
thirtieth of September at day-break; but they met with fuch a warm reception, that 
notwithstanding the molt vigourous efforts during the lpace of four hours, they were 
repulfed witli confiderable lofs, and retreated to Jaromire, leaving five thoufand men 
killed On the fpot, and two thoufand prifoners. The lofs of this battle was chiefly owing 
to the rapacity of the Auftrian irregulars, who having penetrated into the Pruflian camp, 
began to pillage with great avidity, and thereby offered an opportunity to the king 
to rally his troops and reftore the battle ; they neverthelefs retired with their plunder, 
carrying off with them his military chert, the officers of his chancery, his private fe- 
cretary, and all the papers of his cabinet. 

The king of Pruflia now returned to Berlin, and evinced an earneft defire for peace. 
In Auguft he had figned a convention with the king of England, who became guarantee 
of his pofleflions in Silefia, as ceded by the treaty of Breflau ; and he promifed to vote 
for the grand-duke of Tufcany at the election of an emperor. This was intended as 
the bafis of a more general accommodation. But he now pretended to have received 
undoubted intelligence, that the king of Poland and the queen of Hungary had agreed 
to invade Brandenburgh with three different armies ; and t hat, for this purpofe, his Po- 
lifh majefty had demanded of the czarina the fuccours ftipulated by treaty between 
the two crowns. Alarmed, or apparently fo, at this information, he folicited the maritime 
powers to fulfil their engagements, and interpofe their offices with the court of Pe- 
terfburgh. Yet, far from waiting the refult of thefe remonrtranc^s, he made a fudJen 
irruption into Lufatia, took poffeflion of Gorlitz, and obliged prince Charles of 
Lorraine to retire before him into Bohemia. He then entered Leipfick, and laid Saxony 
under contribution. The king of Poland, unable to refill: the torrent, quitted his 
capital, and took refuge in Prague. His troops, reinforced by a body of Auflrians, 
were defeated at Pirne, on the fifteenth day of December ~, and his Pruflian majerty 
became mafter of Drefden without farther oppofition. The king of Poland, thus de- 
prived of his hereditary dominions, was compelled toacquiefce in fuch terms as the 
conqueror thought proper to impofe ; and the treaty of Drefden was concluded under 
the mediation of the king of England. By this convention the Pruflian monarch was 
allowed to retain all the contributions he had levied in Saxony; and the king of Po- 
land engaged to pay him a million of German crowns at the enfuing fair of Leip- 
fick. The king of Pruflia and the elector Palatine confented to acknowledge the 
grand duke as emperor of Germany ; and this laft confirmed to his Pruflian ma- 
jefty certain privileges, de non cvocando, which had been granted to the late empe- 
ror, with regard to ibme territories poffeffed by the king of Pruflia, though not be- 
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belonging to tlie electorate of Brandenburgh. Immediately after the ratification of this 
treaty, the Pruflian troops evacuated Saxony, and the peace of German^ was reftored. 

The feeble efforts made by the French in Germany were owing to their formidable 
exertions in Flanders, which Lewis had refolved to render the theatre of war, in order to 
complete the conquefts he had begun in the preceding campaign. The fecretary at war 
had taken every precaution to render the attempts of his majefty fuccefsful, and, not- 
withftand'mg the great loffes which the French had fuftained in various quarters, they now 
Tent out as fine an army as ever appeared in the field. It was compofed of one hundred 
and fix battalions, one hundred and feventy-two fquadrons, and feventeen free compa- 
nies. In order to complete the deftined number, the militia had been drafted, and feven 
regiments formed of their belt men, which were diflinguifhed by the appellation of Royal 
Grenadiers. The valour difplayed by thefe troops, and the fervices they performed, fully 
juftified the idea of a fimilar eflablifhment. 

Tournai, one of the barrier towns, a place of great ftrength, in the fortifications of 
which Vauban had difplayed his ufual fkill, being inverted by the French, the allies 
refolved to march to its relief, and, on the fifth of May, they advanced to Cambron, 
within feven leagues of that town. On the fixth the king left Paris with the dauphin, 
who had been recently married to the infanta of Spain. 

The enemy's force was inferior in number to that of the French : it was compofed of 
twenty battalions, and fix-and-twenty fquadrons of Englifh, under the duke of Cum- 
berland, who had diftinguifhed himfelf at the battle of Dettingen : five battalions and 
fixteen fquadrons of Hanoverians ; twenty-fix battalions, and forty fquadrons of Dutch, 
under the young prince of Waldeck ; and eight fquadrons of Auftrians, under count 
Kcenigfec. The whole army, of which the duke of Cumberland was commander in 
chief, amounted to about five-and-fifty thoufand men. 

The French were commanded by marefchal Saxe, an officer whofe talents had been 
fufficiently developed in the preceding campaigns to juftify the confidence that was now 
repofed in him. He was perfectly verfed in the theory of war, and enjoyed all the ad- 
vantages refulting from great practical experience; the vigilance and fecrecy jndifpen- 
fjbly requifite in the operations of war, he eminently poffefTed ;.. he had prudence to re- 
strain, and courage to ftimulate, the ardour of his troops, as occafion required ; and his 
plans were not more diftinguifhed by wifdom of conception than by rapidity of execu- 
tion. At this time, however, the marefchal was afflicted with a diforder that had re- 
duced him to a very weak ftate ; but being afked by Voltaire, previous to his departure 
from Pai is, how, in fuch a fituation, he could venture to join the army, he replied, " / 
M mujl not think of my life, but of my journey." 
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The king, on his arrival at Douai, on the feventh of May, received intelligence from 
marefchal Saxe, that the enemy were approaching, and the next day he repaired to Ponta- 
chirr, near the Scheldt, at a fiiort dillance from the trenches opened hefore Tournay. At 
day-break on the eleventh, accompanied by his Ion, he pallid the Scheldt, at the bridge 
of Calonne, and took his poll at the entrance of the field, on which it was evident the 
battle would be tought. 

About five in the morning the two armies met. The right wing of the French 
extended towards the village of Antoin ; the left towards the wood of Barri; and 
the center was llationed at the village of Fontenoi. Marefchal Saxe had thrown up 
redoubts between Antoin and Fontenoi, and others at either extremity of the wood of 
Barri. The field of battle was not more than five hundred toifes in length, from the 
fpot where the king was polled near the village of Fontenoi to the wood of Barri ; and 
not more than nine hundred in breadth. 

The enemv advanced in three divifions : the count de Kcenigfec commanded the right 
wing ; the prince of Waldeck the left ; and the duke of Cumberland the center. About 
iix o'clock, the allies fired a gun, as the fignal of action. A cannonade then took place 
on both fides, which occafioned confiderable flaughter. Marefchal de Noailles, at this 
juncture, was near the village of Fontenoi, giving marefchal Saxe an account of a work 
he had conftructed in the night, for the purpole of joining the village to the firll of the 
three redoubts between Fontenoi and Antoin. 

% 

The Englifh made three difFerent attacks on the village of Fontenoi ; and the Dutch 
twice prefented themfelves before Antoin, but one of the fquadrons of the latter being 
nearly dellroyed by the French artillery, fifteen men only efcaping, they kept aloof dur- 
ing the remainder of the dav. The duke of Cumberland then adopted a refolution 
which was well calculated to enfure fuccefs to his enterprize. He ordered general In- 
goldfby to enter the wood of Barri, and carry by alTault the redoubt oppofitc Fontenoi ; 
but Ingoldiby, perceiving a fmall party of French lying on the ground, which he mif- 
took for a confiderable corps, returned to the duke of Cumberland, and told him it 
would be impoffible to execute his orders without cannon. The duke was greatly in- 
cenfed at the conduit of this officer, as the opportunity was fuffered to efcape, and all 
his meafures were by that means frufhated. He immediately determined to march be- 
tween the redoubt and the village. The ground was uneven ; he had a deep ravine to 
pafs ; and the whole fire of Fontenoi and the redoubt to fuftain. The attempt was 
bold: but he was reduced to the alternative either of making it, or of not bringing the 
French to acYion. The laft, probably, would have been the molt prudent; and general. 
Kcenigfec is faid to have advifed it. 
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The Englifh and Hanoverians advanced: the guns were drawn by the men, whole 
ranks of whom were mown down by the formidable fire from the batteries ; but thefe 
were immediately replaced, and they foon brought their guns to bear againft the French. 
In front of the enemy were ported four battalions of French guards, with two of Swifs 
guards to their left, and the regiments of Qourten and Aubeterre to their right : and 
farther on was the king's regiment drawn up in a hollow way near Fontenoi. The 
ground afcended gradually from the fpot occupied by thefe troops to that on which the 
Englifh were formed in thre v e lines; fo that they could not diftinguifh the number of 
the enemy. This circumftance induced the grenadiers of the French guards to make 
an attempt to feize their cannon; but they were inflantaneoufly repulfed, with the lofs 
of fixty men. 

The Englifh, meanwhile, continued to advance, and the line of infantry in their front 
prepared to attack them. As they approached each other the officers of the French and 
Englifh guards interchanged falutes, by pulling off their hats; while lord Charles Hay 
quitted the ranks on one fide, and count D'Auteroche on the other: the former called 
out — " Gentlemen of the French guards, fire /" " No, my lord,''' — replied the latter— 
" we never fire firjl, do you fire**." 

The attack of the French infantry was fuftained with fuch vigour by the enemv, 
thai, at the firft charge, the (laughter was dreadful. Nineteen officers of the French 
guards, and two hundred and eighty-five privates, were wounded, and three officers, and 
ninety-five privates killed: eleven Swifs officers and one hundred and forty-five privates 
were wounded, and fixty-four of the Jatter killed: the colonel of the regiment of Cour- 
ten, the lieutenant-colonel, four other officers, and feventy-five foldiers, were killed, and 
fourteen officers and two hundred men dangeroufly wounded. The firft rank being thus 
deftroyed, the remainder, unfupported by cavalry, difperfed. The duke of Grammont, 
who commanded them, was among the flain. 

The Englifh ftill advanced Ilowly, and with as much regularity as if they had been 
performing their exercife. 7'hcir thiee lines were now confolidared into one body, pre- 
fenting to the enemy a firm column, almoft impenetrable from its bulk, and Hill more fo 
from its courage. Meanwhile, marefchal Saxe, fometimes on foot, fometimes on horfe- 
back, and fometimes in a litter, repaired from place to place, where the danger was moft: 
urgent, and where his prefence, of courfe, was moft necefTary He beheld, on all fides, 
prodigies of valour performed, but which only tended to augment the general lofs; for 
if the troops yielded for an inftant to the eiForts of this formidable mafs, they immedi- 
ately returned to the charge, and braved the death that awaited them. It would be an 
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endlefs tafk to recount the various acts of heroifm atchicved on this memorable clay, in 
which the French difplayed the moft etithufiaftic courage. General Luttau, anxious 
to repair the difordcr which prevailed in the center of the army, left the village of Fon- 
tenoi, where he had juft been dangeroufly wounded, and rejecting the felicitations of his 
aid-de-camp, who earneflly entreated him to have his wound dieffed, he exclaimed — 
M The king's fervice is clearer to me than life?* Nor could he be prevailed on to quit the 
field until he had received two mortal wounds: as the men were carrying him off, he 
met fome foldiers of the guard, whom, with great prefence of mind, he ordered to join 
their comrades at ths bridge of Calonne. 

The importance of fecuring this bridge now encreafed every moment, fince thoughts 
were already entertained of advifmg the king to retreat, and that was the road he muft 
purfue. Lewis, pofted on a fmall eminence, had been attentive to the bufinefs of the 
field, and had occafionally iffued orders, in confequence of the remarks his fituation en- 
abled him to make, which were fancYioned by the approbation of marefchal Snxe, to 
whofe directions he paid implicit obedience, except in one inftancc. Having quitted, at 
the inftigation of the marefchal, the fpot where he had hitherto remained, becaufe it was 
too muchexpofed to the enemy's fire, he repaired to Antoin, where he received a menage 
from Saxe, conveyed by the marquis de Meuze, entreating him to repafs the bridge, and 
alluring him that he would do every thing in his power to reftore the battle. " / am 
" Jure he will do what 1 's tight ," — faid the monarch — "but I Jhall remain where lam." 
It was with great difficulty the youthful ardour of the dauphin could be rcftrained: 
drawing his fword, he ran to put himfelf at the head of the houfhold troops, exclaim- 
ing — " Let us march, Frenchmen ; where, then, is the honour of the nation ?" He was flop- 
ped, however, by his attendants, whoobferved to him that his life was too precious to be 
expofed to ntedlefs danger. " Ah!" — faid the prince — " in the day of battle, it is not 
*' my life that fhould be f pared, but that of the general." 

The carnage continued ; fingle regiments charged the Englifh column, one after the 
other, and were, of courfe, facrificed to their own imprudent courage. One, in parti- 
cular, attracted, from its intrepidity, the notice of marefchal Saxe, who, obferving whole 
ranks of it fall, while the reft remained firm, eagerly enquired what regiment it was. 
Being told it was the regiment Des Vaijfeaux, commanded by the count de Guerchi, the 
only officer who efcaped without a wound, he exclaimed — " How can fuch troops fail to 
** conquer ?" 

The enemy already thinking the victory gained, uttered fhouts of joy, which were 
heard at Tournai, where the foldiers, who, from the ramparts, were fpeclators of the 
combat, prepared to complete the defeat of the befiegers, by a vigorous fally, but the 
troops that were left to guard the trenches difcharged their duty with fo much fkill and 
ability, that the garrifon was repulfed,j 
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At this critical conjuncture, it was refolved to make a laft effort, and, at the fame 
time, attack the Englrfh in front and on either flank. The troops difplayed as much ar- 
dour as if they had not yet engaged; and never did two rival armies, ftimulated by a 
mutual thirft for revenge, encounter each other with greater fury. It was on this occa- 
fibri that the king's houfhold troops, who, with the carabineers, had been placed in the 
corps-de-referve, Agreeably to the fyftem of the chevalier Follard, which recommended 
that the heft troops fhould always charge laft, diftinguiftied themfelves in an extraordi- 
nary manner. The example of thefe frefh troops, whofe ardour had encreafed during 
their inadivity, infpired thofe who had been already repulfed with additional courage and 
confidence. All the regiments dcftined for this grand attack conducted themfelves with 
equal fpirit and intrepidity; but the column ftill remained impenetrable, and, by a fteady 
and well-directed fire, repelled the French on all fides. A dreadful (laughter enfued ; the 
regiments of 'The King, The Croivn, and Aubeterre, were feen to entrench themfelves be- 
hind vaft heaps of dead bodies ; while the allies continued to improve the advantage 
they had alreadv obtained. Various detachments, liftening only to the dictates of cou- 
rage, rufhed headlong againfl the firm phalanx of the enemy ; but courage alone was in- 
adequate to refill the perfevering efforts of difcipline and order. 

The battle was now thought to be loft ; the troops in Fontenoi, and at the redoubt in 
the wodd of Barri, had expended all their ammunition ; moft of the artillery-men were 
killed , marefchal Saxe had given orders to evacuate the poll of Antoin, and feemed 
lolely intent on preventing a total defeat. Confternation began to prevail among the 
troops, and a great number of horfe were pulhed to the very fpot where the king was 
placed with the dauphin. A tumultuous council of war was now holden ; and mare- 
fchal Saxe joined the folicitations of the other general officers to the king, urging his 
majelty to retreat with the 'dauphin: but at this inftant, the duke of Richelieu, who had 
juft been reconnoitring the column of the allies near Fontenoi, rode up full gallop, and 
urged the nectffity of pointing four pieces of cannon againlt the front of the column, 
while a frefh attack fhould be made with all the troops that could be collected. The 
idea was immediately adopted by the king, and fanctioned with the approbation of the 
commander in chief. The cannon wr:re brought to bear ; the attack was made with im- 
petuofity ; and, in a few minutes, the fcale of victory was turned in favour of the 
French. An opening was made in the column by the cannon, and the cavalry, rufhing 
in, occafioned a temporary diforder ; but the ranks were foon clofed again, though the 
allies, having loft a great number of officers and men, found it neceffary to retire, and 
they accordingly effcted their retreat with the fame good order which they had pie- 
fcrved during the whole day. 

In this well-difputed : hattle, the allies loft ninethoufand men, of which twothoufand 
five hundred were made prifoners. Among the flain were the Englifh generals Canap- 
bel and Ponfonby. The French had three thoufand four hundred and eighty killed, and 
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three thou fand two hundred and eighty-two wounded : of the officers fifty-three only 
expired on the field, and three hundred and twenty-three were wounded in a dangerous 
manner ss . Although the attack, on the part of the allies, was generally deemed rafh 
and precipitate, the Britifh and Hanoverian troops fought with fuch intrepidity and per- 
feverance, that, had they been properly fuftained bv the Dutch, and their flanks covered 
by the cavalry, the French, in all probability, would have been compelled to raife the 
fiege of Toumay. 

The enemy left their fick and wounded in the field, and the attention heftoweJ on 
them by the victors did honour to the humanity of the French ; they then retired toAeth, 
and took poffeffion of an advantageous poll at Leffines. The French preffed with vi- 
gour the fiege of Toumay ; and the garrifon, after a vigorous refiftance, furrendered, on 
honourable terms, on the firft day of June. The city of Ghent was furprized by the 
count of Lowendhal : Bruges opened its gates to the marquis de Souvre : and the king 
became mafter of Oudenarde, five days after the trenches were opened. Dendermonde, 
Nieuport, and Acth, were reduced with equal facility ; while the enemy lay entrenched 
behind the canal of Antwerp : and Lewis, having fubdued the greateft part of the Aut- 
trian Netherlands, returned to Paris, which he entered in triumph. 

In Italy the iffue of the campaign proved equally favourable to France. The Auf- 
trians, employed in oppofing the king of Pruffia in Germany, had not been able to fend 
any considerable force into that country, where there was nothing to impede the progrefs 
of the combined army of French and Spaniards. The infant Don Philip and marefchal 
Maillebois had made themfelves maftcrs of the vale of Oniglia, and entered the territories 
of the Genoefe, who, offended at the treaty of Worms, had contracted an engagement 
with the allies, and agreed to furnifh a body of ten thoufand men, with a confideraMe 
trainof artillery. The confequence of this combination was an uninterrupted courfe ot 
fuccefs. The marquis of Mirepoix obtained a victory over the Piedmontcfe at Monte- 
femo, and gained poffeffion of their camp : marefchal Maillebois defeated them at Baf- 
fignanp on the Tanaro, and count de Lautrec in the vale of Pragelas. T^ey were 
driven from Novi, though reinforced by the Auftrians ; and the caftle of Seravaglia, 
the ftrong citadel of Tortona, with the cities of Piacenza, Parma, and Pavia, were taken 
in their fight. The town and caftle of Cafal experienced a fimilar fate, and the garri- 
fon of Afli were made prifoners of war by the gallant Chevert. On the nineteenth of 
December, Don Philip made his public entry into Milan, and exacted an oath of fide- 
lity from the fenate and inhabitants. All Piedmont, on both fides of the Po, as far. as 
Turin, was reduced, and even that capital threatened with a fiege; fo that by the 
month of October the territories belonging to the houfe of Aullria, in Italy, were 
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wholly fubdued ; and the king of Sardinia dcfpoiled of all his dominions: yet he con- 
tinued firm and faithful to his engagements, and rejected all the propofals that were made 
for inducing him to yield to a feparate treaty of accommodation. 

But while the efforts of the houfe of Bourbon, on the continent of Europe, were 
crowned with fuccefs, their commerce, in various parts of the globe, fell a prey to the 
fijperior fleets of their enemies. Their veffels, laden with the produce of their poffef- 
fions in the Eaft and Weft Indies, were taken by the Englifh, and their convoys def- 
troyed. But the moft important lofs they fuftained was the reduction of Louifburgh, 
on the ifland of Cape Breton, in North America, a place of great confequence, which 
the French had fortified at a confiderable expence. A body of lix thoufand men, under 
the conduct of Pepperel, an American trader, a man whofe influence in that country- 
was extenfive, was deftined for this expedition, and an Englifh fleet of ten fail was ap- 
pointed to fecond his operations. The French, on the approach of the enemy, impru- 
dently abandoned their grand battery, which lay detached from the town, and the imme- 
diate feizure of it by the Englifh greatly facilitated the fuccefs of their enterprise. 
While the troops carried on their approaches by land, the fquadron blocked up the place 
by fca, fo as effectually to prevent the introduction of fuccours. The Vigilant, a French 
fhip of the line, commanded by M. de la Maifon-fort, laden with guns and ammuni- 
tion for the garrifon, fell, together with feveral fmall veffels, into the hands of the ene- 
my. The governor, therefore, defpairing of relief, and the town having fufta'med con- 
fiderable damage from the formidable attacks of the befiegers, capitulated on the feven- 
teenth day of June, when the city of Louifburgh and the i fie of Cape Breton were 
furrendered to his Britannic majefty. The garrifon and inhabitants engaged not to bear 
arms, for twelve months, againft Great Britain or her allies, and, being embarked in four- 
teen cartel fhips, were conveyed to Rochefort. To encreafe this lofs, two Eaft India- 
men, and one fhip from Peru, richly laden, failed into the harbour, a few days after the 
furrender of the ifle, and fell into the hands of the enemy. 

In order to favour the future progrefs of his arms on the continent, Lewis had re- 
folved to renew the project of fending the young Pretender to England : and Charles, 
traverfing the feas in a French frigate, landed, with a few adherents, on the Scottifh 
coaft. But the object of the court of France was merely to alarm the Englifh, and to 
render prince Charles the inftrument of their own defigns, without making any effort 
in his favour. With this view an army was affembled at Calais, under the duke of 
Richelieu ; a fleet was ordered to cruize in the channel, as if deftined to efcort the 
tranfports apparantly collected for the purpofe of conveying the troops to England ; and 
the following manifefto, proceeding, as it is faid, from the pen of Voltaire, was prepared 
for diftribution : 

" The moft ferene prince Charles-Edward, having landed in Great Britain, without 
*' any other refource than his courage ; and all his actions having fecurcd the admiration 
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" of Europe, and the hearts of all true Englifhmen, the king of France has adopted 
" the general fentiment. He has thought it his duty to affilt, at the fame time, a prince 
M worthy to occupy the throne of his anceftors, and a generous nation, the founded part 
*• of which has at length recalled prince Charles Stuart to his country. He only fends 
V the duke of Richelieu at the head of his troops hecaufe the beft-intentioned Englifli 
•■' have afked for fuch a fuppoit, and he fends but the precife number of troops that has 
" been required of him, being ready to recall then: whenever the nation fhall defire 
*' their abfence. The fole objeft of his majelty in affording fuch juit affiltance to his 
" kinfman, to the fon of fo many kings, to a prince fo worthy to reign, is to rcftore peace 
*' to England and to Europe ; being fully convinced that the molt ferene prince Edward 
" places his confidence in the good will of the Englifli nation ; that he confiders their 
liberties, the fupport of their laws, and the promotion of their happinefs, as the end 
*S of all his undertakings; and that, in fhort, the greateft kings of England have been 
*' thofe who, nurfed in the lap of adverfity, have merited the love of the nation. 

" Such are the fentiments which have influenced the king to afford affiflance to the 
" prince who is come to throw himfelf into the arms of the Englifli; the fon of him 
" who was born the lawful heir of the three kingdoms; the warriour who, notwith- 
" flanding his valour, trufts folely to the people and their laws for the confirmation of 
" his moft facred rights ; who can never have any other interefts than their interefts ; 
«' and whofe virtues have moved the minds of thofe who were moft prejudiced againft 
" his caufe. 

" He hopes that fuch an occafion will tend to unite two nations who ought to en- 
*? tcrtain a reciprocal efteem for each other, who are naturally connected by the mutual 
" exigencies of their commerce, and who ought to unite, in this inftance, to promote 
11 the interefts of a prince who merits the good wiflies of all nations. 

" The duke of Richelieu, who commands the troops of his majefly the king of 
« France, addreffes this declaration to all faithful fubjects in the three kingdoms of 
" Great Britain, and affures them of the conflant protection of the king his mafler. He 
**. comes to join the heir of their ancient monarchs, and fhed, like him, his blood in 
*• their fervice." 

The attempt of Charles terminated, as the court of France, probably, expected it 
would. After being folemnly proclaimed in the capital of Scotland, and gaining fome 
advantage, in the moment of enthufiafm, over the royal forces, he entered England ; 
but the recall of the troops from Flanders compelled him haftily to return ; and his de- 
feat, at the memorable battle of Culloden-Moor, deftroyed all his hopes. He wandered 
about, a wretched fugitive, in the Highlands of Scotland, for five months, during which 
he experienced incredible hardfhips, which he bore with aflonifhing fortitude. A price 
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was, in vain, fixed upon his head; the fidelity of his adherents was proof agninfr a 
bribe, and he at length efcaped in a frflatl veffel to France; but the blood of his friends 
was fhed upon a fcaffold, and his party for ever extinguished. 

A. D. 1746.] During thefe tran factions, preparations were made for purfuing the 
war with vigour in the Netherlands. Marefchal Saxe, who had returned from Paris to 
Flanders, unexpectedly formed the fiege of Bruxelles in the depth of winter. The ca- 
pital of Brabant was inverted, on the twenty-ninth of January, and, notwithstanding a 
vigorous defence, the garrifon, to the number of nine thoufand, were reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of furrendering themfclves prifoners of war, on the twenty-firfl of the following 
month : this lerved but as a prelude to frelh conquefts. 

The Dutch, alarmed at the near approach of the French to their frontiers, repented 
their deviation from the principles of neutrality they had originally adopted, and, mif- 
trufling the profeffions of moderation recently made by the French monarch, began to 
entertain apprehenfions that they fhould be the victims of a war, from which, at all 
events, thev could not expect to derive much advantage. They had, in vain, imparted 
to the Englifh miniftry fome pacific propofals which Lewis, at the clofe of the enfuing 
campaign, had been induced to make them; king George was too much incenfed at the 
late impotent attempt to effect his depofition, to liften to any terms of accommodation. 
The queen of Hungary having placed her confort on the Imperial throne, and concluded 
a treaty with her moft formidable opponent, could not think of fubmitting to a difmem- 
berment of her Italian territories ; and, knowing that Italy had ever been the rock on 
which the glory of the French had fplit, fhe hoped in the enfuing campaign amply to 
repajr the difafters of the laft. The Dutch, reduced to the neceffity of providing for 
their own fecurity, uneafy at the reduction of Bruxelles, and forefeeing the confequences 
of this fuccefsful attempt, had recourfe to their ufual fupplications. They fent the 
count of Waffenaar to Verfailles, in the capacity of minifter plenipotentiary ; and he 
had an audience of the king, on the twenty-feventh of February, when he received many 
general profeffions of amity and protection, but could not obtain any alteration in the 
plan of the enfuing campaign. Another minifter was fent on the fame errand in the 
month of April, buthe could obtain no greater fatisfaction. 

The king again refolved to take the field in perfon, and he accordingly joined his army 
in Flanders towards the conclufion of the month of April. The dauphin expreffed an 
earneft defire to attend his father, but the difficulty experienced in retraining his zeal at 
the battle of Fontenoy, was ufed as a pretext for rejecting a requeft which it was not de- 
cent to comply with ; as the king was determined that his miftrefs fhould fhare with 
him the glory of the campaign. The affections of the monarch had recently been bellow- 
ed on the beautiful Madame D'EtioIes, a young perfon of mean extra&ion, whom he 
raifed to the poji of his favourite miflrefs, and to the rank of marchionefs of Pompadour. 

She 
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She foon acquired, a perfect afcendnncy over the mind of Lewis, and, in a fhort time, 
became almoft the only channel through which honours and preferment were iuffercd 
to flow. 

On the fourth of May, the king made his entry into Bruxelles, and was received by 
the rtiagift rates, at the gates of the city, while the count de Lowendhal, who had been 
appointed governor, prefented him with the keys of the place. His army now amount- 
ed to one hundred and twenty thoufand men, with which he advanced towards the al- 
lies, who, to the number of four-and-forty thoufnnd, were entrenched behind the Denier, 
under the conduct of the Auflrian general Batbiani, who~retired before them, and took 
port in the neighbourhood of Breda, the capital of Dutch Brabant. Marcfchal Saxe 
immediately invefted Antwerp, which furrendered in a few days. He then appeared be- 
fore Mons, the capital of Auflrian Huiruult, with an immenfe train of artillery, and every 
other requifite for profecuting the fiege with vigour. The town, though fo ftrongly 
fortified, was unable to rcfift the attacks of the beflegdrs, who in a fhort time reduced it 
to ruins, together with its fortifications ; and, in little more than a month after the at- 
tack commenced, the garrifon were obliged to furrender themfelves prifoners of war. 
Saint Guillain and Charlefoi were foon after reduced; fo that by the beginning of 
Augufl Lewis was abfolute mafter of Flanders, Brabant, and Hainault. 

Prince Charles of Lorraine had, by this time, affumedthe command of the confedrate 
army at Terheyde, which, having received a ftrong reinforcement of Heffians and Auf- 
trians, amounted to eighty-feven thoufand men. The generals, juftly fuppofing that 
Namur would be the next objeft of attack, marched towards that city, and took poft in 
an advantageous fltuation, within fight of the French army, which lay encamped at 
Gemblours. Here they remained for fotne days, when a detachment under count 
Lowendhal was fent to take poffeffion of Hui, where they found a large magazine be- 
longing to the enemy, whofe communication with Maeftricht was, by this means, cut off. 
Marefchal Saxe, orr the other fide, took his meafnres fo well? that all their convoys were 
intercepted, and, being utterly deprived of fubfiflence, prince Charles was obliged to re- 
tire to the oppofite banks of the Maefe, and abandon Namur to the efforts of the 
French, by whom it was immediately invefted. The trenches were opened on the tenth 
of September, and the garrifon, conflfting of feven thoufand Auflrians, defended them- 
felves with equal fkill and refolution ; but the difcharge from the mortars and guns was 
fo violent that, in a very fhort time, the place was reduced to a fltuation that rendered 
it no longer tenable. On the nineteenth of September the city capitulated, and the 
garrifon retired into the citadel, where, at the expiration of eleven days, they were 
obliged to furrender themfelves prifoners of war. 

The allied army, meanwhile, having received an additional reinforcement of Englifh. 
and Bavarians, prince Charles refolved to rifk an engagement ; and with that view paffed 
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the Macfe; but he found marefchal Saxe fo advantageoufly ported at Tongres, that he 
deemed it prudent to recover with fpeed his former fituation at Maeftricht. Count Saxe, 
having received an acceffion of force, by the arrival of fome troops under the count de 
Clermont, determined to purfue the enemy, and bring them to adtion. He accordingly 
jutted the Jaar, towards the end of September, while the allies took pofleffion of the 
villages of Liers, Warem, and Roucoux, drew up their forces in order of battle, and pre- 
pared to give him a warm reception. On the eleventh of October, the French ad- 
vanced againrt the enemy in ten columns, and about noon the battle began by a dreadful 
cannonading. At two o'clock they attacked the left wing of the allies, under prince 
Waldeck, who, after an obftinate defence, was overpowered by numbers. The villages 
were attacked in columns, and as one brigade was repulfed another fuccecded ; fo that 
the allies were obliged to abandon thefe ports, and retreat towards Maeftricht, with the 
lofs of five thoufand men, and thirty pieces of artillery. The victory, however, was 
dearly purchafed by the French, whofe lofs was greater than that of the enemy. The 
marquis de Fenelon, nephew to the celebrated author of Telemachus, was killed in the 
aftion. The prince of Monaco; the young count of Segur; the count de Barleroy ; 
and the marquilfesof Laval and Vaubecour, were dangeroully wounded. This effufion 
of blood was attended with no folid advantage. The campaign was now clofed : the 
allies, parting the Maefe, took up their winter quarters in the duchies of Limburgh and 
Luxembourg, while the French cantoned their troops in the places which they had new- 
ly conquered. 

In Italy, the arms of the houfe of Bourbon wefe unfuccefsful, and the difartersof the 
prefent campaign greatly overbalanced the advantages obtained in the lart. The houfe 
of Auftria, no longer in fear for the fafety of her German dominions, was enabled to 
augment her efforts in that country ; and the king of Sardinia, having received a fubfuly 
from England, refolved to redouble the vigour and activity of his exertions. Marefchal 
Maillebois occupied the greater part of Piedmont with thirty thoufand men : Don Philip 
and count de Gages commanded a rtill greater number in the neighbourhood of Milan ; 
and the duke of Modena, with eight thoufand, fecured his own dominions. The king of 
Sardinia augmented his forces to fix-and- thirty thoufand ; and the Auftrian army, under 
the prince ot Lichtenftejn, was infinitely more numerous; fo that the French and Spa- 
niards were reduced to the necertity of a&ing on the defenfive, and retired towards the 
Mantuan. In February, baron Leutrum, the Piedmontefe general, inverted and reduced 
the ftrong fortrcfs of Arti. He afterwards relieved the citadel of Alexandria, which the 
Spaniards had blocked up in the winter, reduced Cafal, recovered Valencia, and obWd 

to 

Maillebois to retire to the vicinity of Genoa. On the other fide Don Philip and count 
Gages abandoned Milan, Pavia, and Parma, retreating before the Auftrians, with the 
utmoft precipitation, to Piacenza, where they were joined in June by the forces under 
Maillebois. 

JBefore this junction was effected, the Spanifh general Pignatelli had parted the river 
Po in the night, with a ftrong detachment, and forced the quarters of feven thoufand 
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Auftrians, poftcd at Codogno. Don Philip, now finding himfelf at the head of fifty 
thoufand men, refolved to attack the Auftrian camp at San Lazaro, before they fhould 
be reinforced by the king of Sardinia. Accordingly, on the fifteenth of June, in the 
evening, he marched, with equal filence and expedition, and entered the Auftrian 
trenches about eleven, when a defperate battle enfued. The Auftrians were prepared for 
the attack, which they fuftained with great vigour till morning. They then quitted 
their entrenchments, and charged the combined army in their turn with fuch fury, that 
after an obftinate rcliftance, their ranks were broken, and they were compelled to retire 
•with precipitation to Piacenza, leaving on the field fifteen thoufand men, killed, wound- 
ed, and taken, together with fixty colours, and ten pieces of artillery. 

The Auftrians were afterwards joined by the Piedmontefe, when the king of Sardinia 
affumed the chief command, and prince Lichtenftein being indifpofed, his place was fup- 
plied by the marquis de Botta. Don Philip retired to the other fide of the Po, and {Ra- 
tioned his troops in the open country of the Milanefe. The king of Sardinia called a 
council of war, in which it was determined, that he fhould pafs the river with a ftrong 
body of troops, in order to ftraiten the combined forces on one fide, while the marquis 
de Botta fhould march up the Tydone, to cut off their communication with Piacenza. 
Don Philip forthwith quitted all the pofts he had occupied between the Lambro and the 
Adda, refolving to repafs the Po, and retreat to Tortona. With this view he threw 
bridges of boats over the river, and his troops began to pafs on the ninth of Auguft in the 
evening. At Rotto Freddo they were attacked by a detachment of Auftrians, under 
general Serbelloni, who maintained the engagement till ten in the morning, when Botta 
arrived : the battle was then renewed with additional fury, and continued till four in the 
afternoon, when the combined forces were compelled to yield to fuperior numbers, and 
retired to Tortona with the lofs of eight thoufand men. This victory coft the Auf- 
trians four thoufand men, left dead on the field, including that gallant veteran general 
Berenclau. The victors immediately fummoned Piacenza to furrender, and the garri- 
fon, confifting of nine thoufand men, including three thoufand fick, were made prifoners 
of war. Don Philip continued his retreat, and, of all his forces, brought only fixteen 
thoufand effecYive men 56 into the territories of Genoa. 

The Piedmontefe and Auftrians, rejoining in the vicinity of Pavia, advanced to Tor- 
tona, of which they took pofleffion without refiftance; while the combined forces took 
fhelter under the cannon of Genoa. They did not long continue in this fituation, for, 
on the twenty fecond of Auguft, they were again in motion, and retired into Provence. 
The court of Madrid imputing the bad fuccefs of this campaign to the mifcondudt of 
fount Gages, recalled that general, and fent the marquis de las Minas to refume the 
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command of the forces. In the mean time the victorious army appeare d before 
Genoa on the fourth of December ; and the fenate of that city, thinking it incapa- 
ble of refilling their attacks, fubmitled to a degrading capitulation, by which the gates 
were delivered to the Auftrians, together with all the arms, artillery, and ammu- 
nition ; and they agreed immediately to pay a contribution, equal to four hundred thou- 
fand French livres, until it fhould be known what tax the victors Ihould think 
fit to impole on the city. 

The marquis de Botta being left at Genoa with fixteen thoufand men, the king of 
Sardinia refolved to pafs the Var, and purfue the French and Spaniards into Provence ; 
but that monarch being feized with the fmall pox, the conduct of this expedition was 
entrufted to count Brown, an Auftiian general, of Irifh extraction, who had exhibited 
repeated proofs of great courage and capacity. He was on this occafion aflifted by the En§- 
lilh admiral Medley, .who commanded aBritilh fquadron in the Mediterranean. The 
French had foitified the panes of the Var, under the conduct of marefchal Belleifle, 
who thought proper, however to abandon his polls, at the approach of the enemy ; 
and Brown, at the head of fifty thoufand men, pafTed the river without oppofition, on 
the ninth day of November. While he advanced as far as Draguignan, laying the open 
country under contribution ; baron Roth, with four-aftd-twenty battalions inverted 
Antihes, which was, at the fame time, bombarded, on the fide towards the fea, by the 
Britilh fquadron. The trenches were opened on the twentieth day of September ; but 
Belleifle having aflembled an army fuperior to the enemy, and the Genoefe having ex- 
pelled the Auftrians from their city, count Brown abandoned the enterprize, and re- 
paired the Var, though not without fome lofs from the attacks of the French. 

The court of Vienna had exafted fuch heavy contributions — amounting to no lefs 
than a million flerling — from the Genoefe, and its directions were fo vigoroully en- 
forced, that the people were driven to defpair; and refolved to make a vigorous effort 
for the recovery of their liberty and independence. They accordingly laid their plan 
with great fecrecy, and, as foon as every preparation was made, feized feveral important 
polls in the city; furp-.ized fome battalions of the Auftrians; furrounded others and 
cut them in peices ; and, in fhort, expelled the whole garrifon, after putting great num- 
bers of them to the fword. The marquis de Botta difplaycd great caution and fpirit in 
this trying emergency; but being overpowered by numbers, and fearful of an attack 
from the peafants who were in arms, he retreated to the pafs of the Bochetta, on the 
fule of Lombardy, where he fecured himftlf in an advantageous fituation, until he Ihould 
receive reinforcements. The lofs he had fu flamed at Genoa did not prevent him from 
reducing Savona, a fea-port town belonging to the republic ; he afterwards mndehim- 
lelf mailer of Gavi. The Genoefe, on the other hand, exerted themfelves' with won- 
derful induftry in fortifying their city, levying troops, and in taking every neceflary 
meafure for a vigorous defence, in cafe of a fecond attack. 
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In the Eaft-Indies, the honour of the French flag was aflerted by La Bourdoii- 
naie, who difpofleiTed the Englifh of their fettlement of Madrafs, on the coafl of Co- 
romandel, and bade defiance to a fuperior fleet under commodore Peyton. A de- 
fcent of the Englilh on the coaft of Brittany, with a view to the reduction of port 
L'Orient, was rendered abortive by the vigilance of the French, and the troops def- 
tined for that expedition were compelled to re embark, after a vain anl impotent at- 
tempt upon the town. 

A. D. 1747 ] The winter was paiTed in rejoicings on the marriage of the dau- 
phin, who, having loft his firft wife, had been induced, from motives of poficy, to give 
his hand to Maria-Therefa of Saxony, daughter to Auguftus, king of Poland 57 ; and, 
on the return of fpring, count Saxe, who had been created marelchal-general of the 
camps and armies of France, again took the field, at the head of one hundred and for- 
ty thoufand men ; while a feparate body, compofed of nineteen battalions, and thir- 
ty fquadrons, was entrufted to the conduct: of the count de Clermont. On the fif- 
teenth of April count Lowendhal was detached with feven-and-twenty thoufand men 
to make an irruption into Dutch Flanders; at the fame time, the abbe de la Ville, the 
French minifter at the Hague, prefented a memorial to the ftates, intimating that his 
mafter had been led to the adoption of this meafure by the neceflity of war, but that his 
troops fhould obferve the ftri&eft difcipline, without interfering with the religion, 
government, or commerce of the republic ; that the towns and territories of which he 
might find himfelf obliged to take pofleflion, fhould only be detained as a pledge, 
to be reftored as foon as the United Provinces fhould give convincive proofs that they 
would no longer afford fuccour and affiftancc to the enemies of France. 

While the States deliberated upon this declaration, count Lowendhal entered Dutch 
Brabant, and inverted the town and fortrefs of Sluys, the garrifon of which, after a fhort 
refiflance, furrendered themfelves prifoners of war. Sas-van-Ghent was next reduc- 
ed, while the marquis de Contades, with another detachment, took the forts of Perle 
and Leifkenfhoek, with the town of Philippine, even within hearing of the confederate 
army. The fort of Sanberg, though vigoroufly defended by two Englifh battalions, 
experienced a fimilar fate ; and count Lowendhal undertook the fiege of Hulft, which 
was lhamefully furrendered by la Roque, the Dutch governor, though he knew that 
a reinforcement of nine battalions was on the march to its relief. The count then took 
poiTeflion of Axel and Terneufe, and began to prepare flat-bottomed boats for the pur- 
pofe of making a defcent on the ifland of Zealand. 

The rapid fuccefs of the French arms, which feemed to bear down all before them, and 
to threaten the total reduction of the country, diffufed a genral confternation though- 
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out Holland. The Dutch faw the enemy at their doors, and were indebted for their im- 
mediate prefervation to the Britifli fquadron ftationed at the Swin, under the command of 
a commodore, whofe feafonable exertions defeated the intention of Lowendhal. The 
common people in Zealand being reduced to defpair at the profpedt of thofe calamities 
which they perceived no means of averting, began to clamour againft the government, 
which they accufed of having neglected to adopt proper meafures for their fecurity. The 
friends of the prince of Orange eagerly embraced this opportunity to promote his inte- 
refts : they encouraged the difcontent of the people ; they exaggerated the dangers of the 
ftate ; and they reminded them of the year fixteen hundred and feventy-tvvo, when Lewis 
the Fourteenth was at the gates of Amfterdam, and the republic was faved by the choice 
of a ftadtholder: they exhorted them to turn their eyes on the defcendant of thofe heroes 
who had given freedom and independence to the United Provinces ; his virtue and abi- 
lity they extolled; r.nd expatiated, with energy, on his generofity, his juftice, and the 
love- which he bore to his country. In feveral towns, the people, inflamed by fuch re- 
prefentations, compelled their magiftrates to declare the prince of Orange ftadtholder. 
The prince himfelf, in a letter to the ftates of Zealand, offered his fervices for the de- 
fence of the provinces ; and, on the twenty-eighth day of April, he was nominated cap- 
tain-general and admiral of Zealand. Their example was followed by Rotterdam, and 
the whole province of Holland ; and, on the fecond day of May, that office, which had 
been abolifhed on the acceflion of William to the throne of England, was renewed, and 
the prince of Orange was, in the affemblv of the ftates-general, inverted with the power 
and dignity of ftadtholder, captain-general and admiral of the United Provinces. The 
falutary effects of this refolution immediately appeared ; all commerce and contracts with 
the French were prohibited ; the peafants were armed and cxercifed ; a refolution palled for 
making a confiderable augmentation of the armv ; a council of war was eftabliftied for 
enquiring into the conduct of the governors who had furrendered the frontier towns ; and 
orders were iffued to commence hoftilities againft the French both by fea and land. 

The negotiations for peace, which, during the winter, had been opened at Breda, were 
now fufpended. Van Hoey, the Dutch ambaffador, indeed, ftill continued in France, 
though every opportunity was taken to infult him, and to render his fituation difgufting 
and infupportable. One night when he fupped with the marquis de Fontaine, a large 
Dutch cheefe was placed on the table with the defert ; when the marquis faid, — M Am- 
»• ba(fador r that is fame of the fruit of your country." Van Hoey immediately rofe from 
his feat, and taking a handful of ducats from his pocket, threw them on the table, fay- 
ing—" That too hfome of tbe fruit of my country" He then left the room, and, foon 
after, withdrew from Paris. 

About the end of May, the king joined the army, and, immediately after his arrival, 
marefchal Saxe refolved to undertake the fiege of Maeftricht. For this purpofe he ad- 
vanced towards Louvain, and the confederates, aware of his defign, determined to place 
themfelves between the town and the French army. On the firft of July, they took 
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poflfeffion of their ground, and were drawn up, in order of battle, with their right at 
Bilfen, and their left extending to Wirle, within a mile of Maefiricht, having in the front 
of their left wing the village of Laffeldt, in which they polled feveral battalions of Bri- 
tifh infantry. Marefchai Saxe had taken poflelTion of the heights of Herdeeren, imme- 
diately above the allies ; and both armies cannonaded each other till the evening. 

On the morning of the fecond the French infantry marched down the hill in a pro- 
digious column, and attacked the village of Laffeldt, which was well fortified, and de- 
fended with great perfeverance. The alTailants fuffered confiderably in their approach, 
from the cannon of the confederates ; and they experienced fo warm a reception from the 
Britifh troops, that they were thrown into the utmoft diforder: but they were no foon- 
er broken or diiperfed than the arrival of frefh brigades enabled them to rally and renew 
the fight. The confederates were, at length, driven out of the village ; yet, being fuf- 
tained by three regiments, they returned and repulfed the French with great flaughter. 
Still, however, count Saxe continued to pour in frefti battalions, and the French recover- 
ed and maintained their footing in the village, after it had been three times loft and re- 
gained. The a£lion was chiefly confined to this part, where the field exhibited a dread- 
ful fcene of carnage. At noon the Englifti general, the duke of Cumberland, ordered 
his whole left wing to advance againft the French, whofe infantry gave way : prince 
Waldeck led up the center of the allies; marefchai Bathiani made a motion with their 
right wing towards Herdeeren, and victory feemed ready to declare for the confederates, 
when the fortune of the day was fuddenly turned in favour of the French. 

Several fquadrons of Dutch horfe, ported in the center of the allies, gave way, and, 
flying at full gallop, overthrew five battalions of infantry that were advancing from the 
body of referve. The French cavalry then charged them with great impetuofity, in- 
creating the confufion already produced, and penetrating through the lines of the allied 
army, which was, by this means, divided about the center. The duke of Cumberland, 
in attempting to reftore order to his troops, was in danger of being taken, and the defeat 
would, probably, have been total and complete, had not Sir John Ligonier adopted the 
refolution of facrificing himfelf and a part of the troops to the fafety of the army. At 
the head of three Britifh regiments of dragoons, and fome fquadrons of Imperial horfe, 
he charged the whole line of French cavalry, with fuch intrepidity and fuccefs, that he 
overthrew all who oppofed him, and made fuch a powerful diverfion as enabled the duke 
of Cumberland to retreat in tolerable order to Maeftricht. Ligonier was himfelf taken 
prifoner, after his horfe had been killed, but the regiments he commanded retired without 
moleftation. 

About twelve thoufand men perifhed on both fides, the lofs being nearly equal. 
Among the killed, in the French army, were the count of Bavaria, natural brother to 
the unfortunate emperor, Charles the Seventh ; the marquis de Froulai, camp-marefchal ; 
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colonel Dillon, of the Irifh brigades; brigadier D'Erlach ; and the marquifes of Auti- 
champ and Aubeterre. The marquifes of Bonac and Segur were dangeroufly wounded. 
After the battle Lewis faid to Sir John Ligonier, whom he treated with the greateft re- 
fpe&, making him dine at his own table, " Would'it not be better to think Jerioujly of peace 
** than to occajion the death of fo many brave men 5 * ?" 

Lewis remained, with his army, in the vicinity of Tongres, while the enemy paffed 
the Maefe, and encamped in the duchy of Limburgh, fo as to cover Maeftricht. Mare- 
fchal Saxe, after various marches and countermarches calculated to amufe and deceive 
the allies, at length detached count Lowendahl, with fix-and-thirty thoufand men, to 
befiege Bergen-op-Zoom, the ftrongeft place in Dutch Brabant; the chef-d'oeuvre of 
Coehorn, the celebrated rival of Vauban ; and furnamed The Maid, from the circum- 
ftance of its never having been fubducd. It was defended by a garrifon of three thou- 
fand men, and was amply provided with artillery, ammunition, and magazines. The. 
trenches were opened at the beginning of July. The prince of Saxe-Hildburghaufen 
was fent to its relief, with twenty battalions and fourteen fquadrons, and he entered the 
lines of Bergen-op-Zoom, where he remained in expedition of a ftrong reinforcement 
from the confederate army. 

The befiegers carried on their operations with great fpirit, and the garrifon conducted 
their defence with equal vigour. The eyes of all Europe were turned upon this im- 
portant fiege ; count Lowendahl received divers reinforcements ; and a confiderable body 
of troops was detached from the allied army, under the command of baron Schwartzem- 
berg, toco-operate with the prince of Saxe-Hildburghaufen. The lofs on both fides was 
very great : from the fixteenth of July to the fifteenth of September, the town, and the 
camp of the befiegers, produced an unvaried fcene of horror and d;ftru£lion : defperate 
fallies were made, and mines fprung with the moft dreadful effedts : the works began to 
be fhaken ; the town was reduced to afhes ; the trenches were filled with dead bodies: 
but ftill the greater damage was fuftained by the befiegers, who were flain in heaps, while 
the garrifon fuffered much lefs, and was occaficnally relieved or reinforced from the lines. 
•In fhort, it was generally believed that count Lowendhal would be obliged to defift from 
the enterprize ; and by this belief the governor of the place, baron Cronftran, feems to 
have been lulled into a blind fecurity. Some inconfiderable breaches being, at length, 
made in a ravelin and two baftions, Lowendhal refolved tollorm them, though Cronftran 
conceived them to be impracticable, and, therefore, made no preparation for refilling the 
attack. At four o'clock, on the morning of the feventeenth of September, the fignal 
was made for the afTault. A prodigious quantity of bombs being thrown into the rave- 
lin, the French threw themfelves into the foffe, mounted the breaches, forced open a 
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fally-port, and entered the place almoft without refiftance. In fhort, they had time to 
extend themfelves along the curtains, and form in order of battle, before the garrifon 
could be alTembled. Cronftran was in bed, and the foldiers upon duty had been fur- 
prized by the fuddennefs and impetuofity of the attack. Though the French had fe- 
cured the ramparts, they did not gain the town without oppofition. Two battalions of 
Scottifh troops, in the pay of the ftates-general, were affembled in the market-place, 
and attacked them with fuch fury, that they were driven from ftreet to ftreet, until the 
arrival of frefh reinforcements compelled the enemy to retire in their turn : yet they dif- 
puted every inch of ground, and fought until two thirds of them were killed upon the 
fpot. They then carried off the old governor, and abandoned the town ; while the 
troops that were encamped in the lines retreating with great precipitation, all the neigh- 
bouring forts immediately furrendered to the victors, who now became mafters of the 
whole navigation of the Schelde. Lewis was no fooner informed of Lowendhal's fuc- 
cefs, than he promoted him to the rank of marelchal of France, appointed count Saxe 
governor of the conquered Netherlands, and returned in triumph to Verfailles. Both 
armies, foon after, retired into winter quarters. 

During thefe operations in the Netherlands, marefchal Belleifle, having collected a 
powerful army in Provence, paffed the Var, without oppofition, in the month of April,, 
and took poffeflion of Nice. He experienced little or no refiftance in the reduction of 
Montalban, Villa- Franca, and Ventimiglia; while general Brown, with eight- and-twen- 
ty thoufand Auftrians, retired towards Final and Savona. In the mean time> another 
large body, under count Schuy lemberg, who had fucceeded the marquis de Botta, co- 
operated with fifteen thoufand Piedmontefe in an attempt to recover the city of Genoa. 
Lewis had fupplied the city with every requifite for fuftaining a fiege, and had fent the;, 
duke de Boufflers as ambaffador to the republic, who likewife acted as commander in chief 
of the forces employed in its defence. The Auftrian general affembled his troops in the 
Milanefe, and, having forced the ftrong paffage of the Bochetta, advanced into the ter- 
ritories of Genoa, and ravaged the Riviera without mercy. He inverted the city with 
an army of forty thoufand men, and fummoned the inhabitants to lay down their arms. 
The anfwer he received was, that the republic had fifty-four thoufandf oldiers, two hun- 
dred and fixty cannon, thirty-four mortars, with abundance of ammunition and provi- 
{ions : that they would facrifice their lives to the prefervation of their liberty, and be 
buried in the ruins of their capital, rather than fubmit to the clemency of the court of. 
Vienna, except by an honourable capitulation, guaranteed by the kings of England and. 
Sardinia, the republic of Venice, and the United Provinces. 

In May, Genoa being completely inverted, a vigorous fally was made by the duke 
de BoufRers, who drove the befiegers from their ports; but, the Auftrians rallying,- 
he was repulfecLin his turn, with the lofs of feven hundred men. General Schuylum- 
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berg carried on his operations with fuch fkill and intrepidity, that he made himfelf maf- 
ter of the fuburbs of Bifagno ; and would, in all probability, have reduced the city, had 
he not been obliged to defift, in confequence of the repeated remonftrances made by the 
king of Sardinia and count Brown, who reprefented the neceffity of abandoning his 
enterprize, and drawing off his army, in order to protect Piedmont and Limburg 
from the efforts of marefchal de Belleifle. He accordingly raifed the fiege, about the 
middle of June, and returned into the Milanefe, in order to join his Sardinian ma- 
jefty ; while the Genoefe made an irruption into the duchy of Parma, and the ad- 
jacent country, where they committed dreadful depredations in revenge for the lofs 
they had fuilained. . 

While marefchal de Belleifle remained at Ventimiglia, his brother, at the head of 
four-and-thirty thoufand French and Spaniards, attempted to penetrate into Pied- 
mont : on the lixth of July, he arrived at the pafs of Exilles, a ftrong fortrefs on the 
frontiers of Dauphine, fituated on the north fide of the river Doria. The defence of 
this important fort the king of Sardinia had entrufted to the care of the count de 
Brigueras, who formed an encampment behind the lines, with fourteen battalions of 
Piedmontefe and Auftrians, while divers detachments were ported along all the panes 
of the Alps. On the eighth of the month, the chevalier de Belleifle attacked the 
Piedmontefe entrenchments, with aftonifhing intrepidity ; but the columns, into which 
he had formed his troops, were thrice fucceflively repulfed with great lol's. Impatient 
of this obftinate refillance, and determined not to furvive the failure of an enterprize 
in which he had inconfiderately engaged, this impetuous general fe'rzed a pair of colours, 
and, advancing at the head of his men, through a prodigious fire, pitched them with his 
own hand on the enemy's works. At that inllant he fell dead, having received two 
muiket-balls, and the thruft of a bayonet, in his body. The affailants were fo much 
difpirited by the death of their commander, that they immediately gave way, and re- 
treated with precipitation, towards Seftricres, having lofLnear five thoufand men in 
the attack. The matefchal was no fooner apprifed of this difafter .than he retreat- 
cd towards the Var, to join the troops from Exilles, while the king of Sardinia, hav- 
mg affembled an army of feventr thoufand men, threatened Dauphine with an inva- 
fion ; but the exceffive rains that fell at this period prevented the accoinplifhment of his 
defign. General Leutrum was detached with twenty battalions to drive the French 
from Ventimiglia, but, Belleifle marching back, that project was alfo fruflrated ; and 
nothing farther was attempted, on either fide, during the campaign. 

Lewis was not more fortunate in his naval operations that in his defigns upon 
Italy. He had, in the preceding year, equipped an expenfive armament under the 
comma d of the duke D'Anville, for the recovery of cape Breton ; but it was ren- 
dered ineffectual by ftorms, difeafe, and the death of the commander. Undifcourag- 
ed by thefe difafters, he determined to renew his efforts againft the Britifh colonies in 
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North-America, and their fettlements in the Eaft Indies. For thefe purpofes two 
fquadrons were prepared at Brefl, one to be commanded by the commodore de la Jon- 
quiere ; and the other, deftined for India, by M. de St. George. On the third of May 
thefe fquadrons, confining of fix fail of the line, as many frigates, and four armed vef- 
fels equipped by the Eaft India company, having under their convoy thirty merchant- 
men, tell in, off the coafl: of Gallicia, with an Englifli fleet of fuperior force, under 
admirals Anfon and Warren. The men of war immediately fnortened fail, and formed 
a line of battle, while the reft, under the protection of the fix frigates, purfued their 
voyage with all the fail they could carry. The Britifh fquadron was drawn up in 
line of battle ; but admiral Warren perceiving that the French began to fheer off, as 
foon as their convoy was at a confiderable diltance, advifed admiral Anfon to haul in 
the fignal for the line, and hoift another for giving chafe and engaging, in order to pre- 
vent the French from effecting their efcape during the night. T he propofal was em- 
braced, and in a fliort time, the action began with great fury, about four o'clock in the 
afternoon. The French fuftained the combat with equal conduct and courage, until 
they were overpowered by numbers, and then they, ftruck their colours. The Englifli 
admiral detached three fhips in purfuit of the convoy, nine fail of which were taken, 
but the reft were fortunately faved by the approach of night. About feven hundred 
of the French were killed and wounded in the action : the Englifli loft about live hundred. 

About the middle of June, forty French fhips richly laden from St. Domingo, felt 
into the hands of the enemy ; and in the month of October Lewis fuftained a lofs of 
ftill greater magnitude. A French fleet of merchantmen failed from the ifle of Aix, 
under convoy of nine fhips of the line, and fome frigates, commanded by M. de Le- 
tendeur. On the fourteenth of October, they fell in with an Englifli fleet of fourteen 
fail of the line, under admiral Hawke, in the latitude of Belleifle. The French com- 
modore immediately ordered one of his fhips of the line and the frigates to proceed with 
the trading veffels, while he formed the line of battle and boldly waited the attack of the 
enemy. At half paft eleve# in the fore noon both fleets were engaged. The battle 
lafled till night, when the whole fquadron, except the Intrepide and Tonant, had flrick- 
en to the Englifh flag. Thefe two capital fhips efcaped in the dark, and returned to 
Breft in a fluttered condition. The French officers fuftained the unequal conflict with 
uncommon bravery and refolution, and did not yield until their fhips were no longer 
in a condition to refift. Their lofs in men amounted to eight hundred; while that 
of the enemy did not exceed two hundred, including one of their captains. 

A.D. 1748.] Lewis, finding his navy deftroyed, his fubjects oppreffed with taxes, and 

the commerce of his kingdom in danger of annihilation, evinced the greateft anxiety for 

bringing the war to a fpeedy termination. The conferences opened at Breda had been 

transferred to Aix-Ia-Chapelle, and the plenipotentiaries of the different powers now 

feemed to difplay a difpofition favourable to the conclufion of a peace. Marefchal Saxe, 
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at the conclufion of the hji campaign had been heard to declare, that, "peace was in 
"Maejlricht 5 °," the prefent, therefore, was opened by preparations for the reduction of 
that important place. 

Before the fiege could be undertaken, it was neCeffary to open andfecure all the paffes, 
to force a whole army to retire, and to render it incapable of acting : it was neceffary, 
that the general fhould at once deceive the enemy, and conceal his defign from his own 
troops. A manoeuvre thus difficult required all the fkill and exertions of marefchal Saxe. 
He firft made the enemy believe that he meant to befiege Breda. He went in perfon to 
conduit a large convoy to Bergen-op-Zoom, at the head of five-and-twenty thoufand 
men, and feemed to turn his back upon Maeftricht. Another divifion, meanwhile, march- 
ed towards Tongres, on the road to Liege; a third was pofted at Tongres ; and a 
fourth threatened Luxembourg: but no fooner was the fignal given, than they were all 
put in motion at the fame time, and directed their march on either fide of the Maefe, 
towards Maeftricht ; and on the thirteenth of April that city was inverted. 

The allied army, to the number of one hundred and ten thoufand men, was, at this 
time, encamped in the vicinity of Ruremonde. The garrifon of Maeftricht confifted of 
Imperial and Dutch troops, under the conduct of the governor, baron d'Aylva, who 
difplayed equal capacity and refolution in defence of the place. He annoyed the befiegers 
in repeated fallies ; but they were determi ned to furmount all oppofitton, and carried on 
their approaches with incredible ardour. They affaulted the covered way, in which they 
effected a lodgment, after an obftinate conflict, in which they loft two thoufand of their 
beft troops ; but, the next day, they were entirely diflodged by the gallant exertions of 
the garrifon. Thefe hoftilities were fuddenly fufpended, by the arrival of intelligence 
that preliminaries of peace had been figned at Aix-la-Chapelle. 

The plenipotentiaries agreed, that, for the glory of the French arms, the town of 
Maeftricht fhould be furrendcred to marefchal Saxe, on condition that it fhould be re- 
ftored, with aril the magazines and artillery. He accordingly took poffeffion of the 
^jlace, on the third of May, when the garrifon marched out with all the honours of war, 
and a ceffation of arms immediately enfued. By this time, a body of feven-and-thirty 
thoufand Ruffians, which Great-Britain and Holland had taken into pay, had arrived 
in Moravia, where they were reviewed by the emperor ; they then proceeded to the con- 
fines of Fr.mconia, where they were ordered to halt. Lewis the Fifteenth declared, 
that fhould they advance farther, he would demolifh the fortifications of all the towns 
in Dutch Brabant. This difpute was referred to the plenipotentiaries, who, at the be- 
ginning of Auguft, figned a convention, importing, that the Ruffian troops fhould re- 
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turn to their own country ; and that the French monarch fhouIJ difband an equal num- 
ber of his forces. The feafon being far advanced, the Ruffians were provided with 
winter quarters in Bohemia and Moravia, where they remained until the fpring, when 
they marched back to Livonia. In the mean time, feven-and-thirty thoufand French 
troops were withdrawn from Flanders, and the two armies remained quiet till the conclu- 
fion of the definitive treaty. 

The cefTation of arms was publifhed in Paris and London, and in the other capitals of 
the contracting powers; orders were fent to the refpective admirals, in the different 
parts of the world, to refrain from hoftilities; and a communication of trade and intel- 
ligence was again opened between the nations which had been at variance. The cam- 
paign in Italy was marked by no event of importance. The French and Spanifh 
troops, which had joined the Genoefe in the territories of the republic, amounted to 
thirty thoufand men, under the direction of the duke de Richelieu, who was fent from 
France to affume that command, on the death of the duke de Boufflers ; while marefchal 
de Belleifle, at the head of fifty thoufand men, covered the weftern Riviera, which was 
threatened with an invafion by forty thoufand Auftrians and Piedmontefe, under general 
Leutrum. At the fame time, general Brown, with a more numerous army, prepared 
to re-enter the eaftern Riviera, and re-commence the fiege of Genoa. Butthefe intend- 
ed operations were prevented by an armiftice, which took place asfoon as the belligerent 
powers had acceded to the preliminaries. 

In the Eaft-Indies the fiege of Pondicherry had been undertaken by the Englifh ; but 
the vigorous defence of the governor, Du Pleix, compelled them to defift from their 
enterprize, and to retire, after having loft a thoufand men in the fruitlefs attempt. 

Meanwhile the congrefs of Aix-la-Chapelle continued to difcufs the various articles 
of the treaty ; and the marquis de Saint Severin, one of the French plenipotentiaries, had 
begun, by declaring, that he came to fulfil the words of his mafter, who vjijhed to make' 
peace, not like a trade [man, but like a king 60 . At length, the definitive treaty was figned 
on the fixteenth of October. The contracting parties agreed, that all prifoners on either 
fide fhould be mutually releafed, without ranlbm, and all conquetts reftored : that the 
duchies of Parma, Piacenza, and Guaftalla, fhould be ceded, as a fettlement, to the infant 
Don Philip, and the heirs male of his body ; but, in the event of his acceffion to the 
throne of Spain, or that of the Two Sicilies, or of his death without leaving male iffue, 
that they fhould revert to the houle of Auftria : that the king of Great Britain fhould, 
Immediately after the ratification of the treaty, fend two perfons of rank and diftinction 
to refide in France, as holtages, until reftitution fhould be made of Cape Breton, and all 

40 Siccle Ue Louis XV. torn. ii. p. 143. 



Vol. IV. 



the 



6l8 HISTORY OF FRANCE. [ I 748» 

the other conquefts which his Britannic majefty fhould have atchieved in the Eaft or 
Weft Indies, before or after the preliminaries were figned : that Dunkirk fhould remain 
fortified on the la-id fide, and towards the fea continue in the ftate fpecified in former trea- 
ties. All the contracting powers became guarantees to the king of Pruffia for the duchy 
cf Silefiaand the county of Glatz, as he at prefent pofleffed them; and they likewife 
engaged to fecure to the emprefs-queen of Hungary and Bohemia the poffefiion of her 
hereditary dominions, agreeably to the Pragmatic Sanction. 

Such were the principal articles of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapclle, which incurred the- 
difapprobation both of the French and Englifh people: there were certainly fome parts 
of it highly objectionable, but the cenfure beftowed on it was too indifcriminate and 
general. No ti i vial objections fhould ever be fuffered to operate as an impediment to 
the conclufion of a treaty, calculated to reftore peace and happinefs to millions. The 
fubjects of Lewis confidered that his conquefts in the Netherlands entitled him to more 
advantageous conditions, but thcy-did not reflect that his fleets had been defeated in every 
quarter, and that the injuries fuftained by the commercial part of the kingdom rendered 
it extremely difficult to procure the ncceflary fums for carrying on the war: another ma- 
terial point, too, efcaped their attention ; though Lewis might perhaps have a right to ex- 
pect better terms, yet it was by no means certain that the allies would have been difpofed to 
grant them; and the inconveniencies that muft have refulted from a continuation of the 
war were fufficiently formidable to juftify his condudf. in concluding a peace. Still, it 
muft be allowed, that, his confent to two articles of the treaty rather betrayed weaknefs 
than moderation. He certainly ought to have affcrted the dignity of an independant 
nation, by infiftingon the advantages to be derived from re eftablifhing the harbour of 
Dunkirk ; and both the dictates of juftice, and the fentiments of honour, fhould have 
deterred him from acceding to an article which infilled on the expulfion of the Pretender 
from the dominions of France. It was bafe, perfidious, and cowardly, to abandon that 
prince, after having invited him to repair to Paris; after having deceived him by falla- 
cious hopes ; and after having rendered him, at the peril of his life, inftrumental to the 
defigns of the French court. The Pretender, refufing to believe that the French mo- 
narch could behave in a manner fo unworthy hfs rank and ftation, had turned a deaf ear 
to all the intimations he received of the intentions of the miniftry to carry him oft" by 
force; and the government at length was obliged to iffuc an order to the duke de Biron to 
arreft him. He was accordingly fcized at the opera, and conducted to the caftle of Vin- 
cennes, where he remained three days, when he was conducted to the frontiers of the 
kingdom. The Parifians ex pre fled great indignation at the injuftice fhewn to this unfor- 
tunate prince, and they vented their rage, as ufual, in fatirical verfes, diftributed 
throughout the capital : one of them, addrefled to Lewis, ran thus — " He, in prifon, is., 
** a king : — fay, what are you upon a throne r" 

A. D. 174S to 1753.] The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle reflored" tranquillity to Eu- 
rope; and, during an interval of feven years, the reign of commerce and the arts produced 
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plenty and liappinefs to all the different people which inhabit that quarter of' the globe. 
But the tranquillity which France might, in common with other nations, have enjoyed, 
was partially difturbed by violent difputes between her clergy and parliaments. 

Machault, comptroller-general of the finances, amidft other fifcal regulations for li- 
quidating the debts incurred during the war, or, at leaft, for difcharging the interefts due 
thereon, made a demand on the general aifcmbly of the clergy of an annual contribu- 
tion of fifteen hundred thoufand livres, for the term of (even years : and, on the-feven- 
teenth of Auguft 1750, a royal declaration was iflued, for the purpofe of inftituting an 
enquiry, with a view to afcertain the real wealth of the clergy. The affembly remon- 
flrated ; the king difregarded their reprefentations ; but a change in the miniftry taking 
place, the enquiry was dropped; and the mealure, falutary and unobjectionable as it was, 
was wholly given up. 

Hitherto the bull Unigenitus, the reception of which had been enforced by Lewis 
the Fourteenth, had created no public difturbance ; but an attempt of the clergy, at 
this period, whether proceeding from a clefign to avert the attention of the court from the 
fubject of taxation, or from caufes purely fpiritual, proved the means of renewing the 
former oppofition to that bull. They refolved to demand confeflional notes of dying 
perfons, figned by priefts who adhered to the bull, without which no viaticum, or ex- 
treme unction, could be obtained. The relations of perfons- who had, in their laft mo- 
ments, been refufed the facrament, on account of a non-compliance with thefe regula- 
tions, having appealed to the parliament of Paris, that court iflued an order for appre- 
hending the priefts, and fent a deputation of their members to the archbifhop of Paris, 
to requeft that he would prevent the repetition of fimilar abufes. The prelate, M. de 
Beaumont, a man of irreproachable character, but extremely bigotted, who had lately 
been promoted to the fee of Paris, replied, that having found the cuftom of exacting 
confeflional notes eftablifhed in his diocefe, he could not think of departing from it. 

This was the commencement of the war that was kindled between the fecular jurif- 
diction and the ecclefiaftical difcipline. The king, having adopted the policy of the re- 
gent, by alternately favouring and reprefling either party, thought himfelf able to hold 
the balance between them ; but he foon perceived his error, and, at length, found him- 
felf compelled to make his authority yield to circumftances, and infenfibly led to the 
adoption of violent meafures, which produced the greateft confufion both in church 
and ftaft. 

In this difpute, as in inofr. others in which religion and policy are interwoven, both 
parties were, occafionally, wrong: the clergy, in refufing to adminifter the facrament 
to thofe who, at a period when all earthly confolation is vain, had been accuftomed to 
confider it as a neceflary palfport to the regions of happinefs and peace ; and the parlia- 
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merit, in refufing, when reftrained from acts of violence, by the interpofition of royal 
authority, to difcharge thofe functions for which they had been instituted, and thereby 
making the people fuifer from difpures in which they had no concern. 

On the eighteenth of April, 1752, the parliament publifhed an arret forbidding all 
perfons to commit any act that might promote a fchifm in the church, or to refufe to ad- 
minister the facrament under pretence that the party requiring it had not a confeffional 
note. The Janfenilts evinced the moft immoderate joy on the publication of this arret, 
to check which the king deemed it ncceflary to iffue an arret of the council, forbidding 
the parliament to take cognizance of any difputes on the point in queftion, until they 
had been flrft fubmitted to the confideration of his majefty ; and, at the fame time, en- 
joining, in compliance with former laws, fubmiffion and refpect to the bull Unigcnitus. 
This proceeding, though meant only to correct the violence of the magiftrates, operated 
as an encouragement to the ecclefiaftical zealots, who perfifted in their refufal to admi- 
nifter the facrament ; and their fanatical rage diffufed itfelf over the provinces : the 
archbifhops of Sens and Tours ; the bifhops of Amiens, Orleans, Langres, and Troyes, 
fignalized their zeal within the jurifdiction of the parliament of Paris ; while the other 
parliaments had almoft equal occafion to exert their feverity againft the pious delin- 
quents. The prefs groaned beneath the heavy productions of either party, and even the 
pulpit was difgraced by perfonal infults and invective. 

The king, inclined to moderate meafurcs, and anxious to conciliate matters, eftab- 
lifhed, by the advice of his chancellor Lamoignon, on the thirtieth of May, 17,52,3 com- 
miffion, compofed of eight members, four of whom were ecclefiaftics, and four magif- 
trates. But this expedient proved equally difpleafing to both parties. The clergy pre- 
fented a remonftrance to the king, on the eleventh of June, fubferibed by five arch- 
bifhops, fixteen bifhops, and the two general agents of the order, in which they obferved 
that the office of the bifhops was the more important, inafmuch as it was their duty to give 

an account to God of the conduct of kings themfelves: " For you know" faid they 

10 Lewis—" that although your dignity raifes you above the reft of mankind, you bow 
• " down your head before the prelates, you receive the facraments from them, and you 
" are, by your religion, fubjeded to them: you follow their judgment, and they yield 
** not to your will. If bifhops obey your laws, in matters of police, and temporal af- 
" fairs, knowing that you have received your power from above, with what affection 
« mould you acknowledge thtir fway, who are eftablifhed for the diftribution of the 
M facraments !" 

The magiftrates, on their fide, reprefented, that the laws and forms, of which they 
were the fworn depositories and guardians, conftituted the only pledge for the preferva- 
tion of a juft government, and the only fecurity for the property, lives, and liberties of 
thefubjeas: that, in the prefent circumftances, it was of greater importance, than at 

any 
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any other period, to convince thofe who wifhed to profit by the holinefs of their office 
in order to exempt themfelves from obedience to any rules whatever, that they are fub- 
jecled to the ordinances of the realm, and to the punifhments denounced againft thofe 
who difobey them : that it was only by making the arm of juftice fall heavy upon fuch 
perfons that a fchifm could be prevented, for which the archbifhop of Paris and a num- 
ber of prelates had dared openly to declare themfelves ; and an event averted the mod 
fatal to religion, the flate, and the monarchy. Thus one party continued to refufe the 
facrament in obedience to the dictates of their confeience, and the other to profecute 
them in compliance with their oaths. 

In December, 1752, the archbifhop of Paris ordered the facrament to be refufed to 
two nuns of the religious houfe of Saint Agatha, who, having formerly heard their con- 
felfor fay that the bull Unigenitus was a work of the Devil, were fearful of rifking their 
falvation by receiving it on their death-bed ; they were alfo fearful of incurring the 
fame penalty by dying without having received the extreme uncTion. The parliament 
fent their fecretary to requeft: the archbifhop not to refufe the poor nuns the confolation 
they required; and the prelate having replied, as ufual, that he was only refponfible to 
God for his conduct in that refpect ; his temporalities were feized ; and the peers and 
princes of the blood were invited to take their feats in the parliament. 

A. D. 1753 to I 7S^0 The difputes now wore a ferious afpedt, and the government 
began to dread a renewal of the times of the Fronde and the League'. The king forbade 
the princes and peers to give their votes on a matter the cognizance whereof he had tranf- 
ferred to the privy council. The archbifliop of Paris had even credit to obtain an arret 
of the council for diflblving the community of Saint Agatha, where the nuns enter- 
tained fo bad an opinion of the bull Unigenitus. 

But neither the exertions of power nor the voice of reafon could quench the flame 
which fanaticifm had lighted up, and obftinacy had cheriflied. Acts of violence ftill 
continued to be committed in different parts of the kingdom : the vicar of Rofainvil- 
liers, in the diocefe of Amiens, obferved, one day, from the pulpit, that fuch of the con- 
gregation as were Janfenifts might leave the church, and he would be the firjl to dip his 
hands in their blood 61 . He even pointed out fome of his parifhioners whom he fufpe&ed 
of favouring the principles he reprobated, and thereby expofed them to the refentment 
of the oppofite party, who pelted them with ftones, though it is highly probable that 
neither one nor the other had the fmalleft knowledge of the fubjeel of difpute. 

The parliament of Paris, within whofe jurifdi&ion Amiens is fituated, banifhed the 
factious prieft, and their fentence was confirmed by the king, becaufe it did not relate toan 

«« Siecle de Loui» XV. tom.ii. p. ii2. 
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object purely Spiritual, but toan ad of Sedition, which tended todifturb the public tran- 
quillity, lupurfuitof the fyftem he had adopted, Lewis forbade the ufe ofparticular names, 
which Served to cherifh the fpirit of party, fuch as Innovators, Janfenijls, fe?<?.| and in- 
fults of all kinds; he reprimanded fome, he exhorted others : by letters-patent, of the 
twenty-fecond of February 1753, he prohibited the parliament from taking cognizance 
of ecclefiaftical proceedings, and ordered them to fufpend all profecutions relative to the 
refufal of the Sacraments. At the fame time he recommended the greateft circumfpec- 
tion to the bifhops ; regarding the bull as a law of the church, but wifhing to prevent it 
from becoming an object of dilcuflion. 

But the king's precautions were ineffectual to calm the rage which had by this time 
inflamed the minds of both parties. The parliament pretended that it was impoffible to 
Separate fpiritual from civil matters; fince ecclefiaftical quarrels of neceffity produced 
political difputes ; inftead, therefore, of acquiefcing, the parliament of Paris prefented 
a new remonftrance, and came to a refolution that they could not obey, the injunction 
of their fovereign without violating their duty and their oaths. They drew up a remon- 
strance (which, however, the king would not fuffer them to prefent ) in which they faid 

If thofe perfons who abufe your majefty's confidence, pretend to reduce us to the cruel al- 
" ternative of failing in our duty, or incurring your difpleafure, we declare that our 
" zeal is boundlefs, and that we poffefs Sufficient courage to become the victims of our 
" fidelity' — they cited the bifhop of Orleans to appear before their tribunal, for having 
refufed to adminifter the Sacrament ; they caufed all writings, except the king's declara- 
tions, in which their jurisdiction was contefted, to be burnt by the executioner; thejr 
fent, in direct difobedience to the king's orders, fome of their members to regifter their 
Sentences at the Sorbonne ; by military aid, they enforced the administration of the fa- 
craments to the fick ; and, at length, on the fifth of May, they came to a Sormal reso- 
lution, to attend to no other bufineis, but that, in which they were expreSfly Sorbidden 
to interfere. 

The indignation of Lewis was, very naturally, excited by obftinacy thus inveterate, 
•end by opposition thus pointed: and as they A ill perfifted in their refufal to regifter his 
letters-patent, and to adminifter juftice to his Subjects, he determined to make the re- 
fractory magifiiates Seel the effects of his refentment. The chambers of Inquefts and 
Requelts, chiefly compofed of young men, ardent and impetuous, were banifhed to de- 
ferent parts of the kingdom, and four of the members who were SuppoSed to have Stimu- 
lated their brethren to the violent conduft they had purSued, were impriSoned ; the abbe 
Chauvelih was Sent to Saint Michael ; M. Beze-de-Lys to Pierre-EnciSe; the'prefident 
de Bezigny to the caStle oS Ham , and the prefident du Mazy to the ifland oS Saint 
Margaret. 

The grand chamber was Spared ; but the members, actuated by the cfpnt-du-corfs, de- 
termined to imitate the example of their brethren j and accordingly perfifted in refufing 

to 
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to dilcharge their duty to the people, and in profecuting the clergy. The king, in con- 
fequence, hanilhed them to Pontoife, whither they had been fent during the regency. 

The parliament of Normandy purfued the fame line of conduct ; they cited the bifliop 
of Evreux to appear before them, and ceafed to admiiiiftcr juftice. The king fent an 
officer of his guards to erafe their regifters; and in the end they proved more docile than 
the parliament of Paris. 

Lewis, to prevent the abfence of the parliament from impeding the adminiftration of 
jaftice in the capital, eftablilhed, in November 1753, a royal chamber, for the profecu- 
tion of fa-its, civil and criminal ; but the counfellors, animated by the fame zeal as the 
parliament, retufed to plead before thefe new judges ; and the people, left to themfel ves, 
threatened to fall into anarchy and coniuiion. The king's patience being at length ex- 
haufted, and being equally tired with the inflexibility of either party, he ordered his 
minifters to open a negociation with the parliament of Paris, vvhofe members, in Auguft 
1754. re-entered the capital amidft the acclamations of the multitude. At the fame 
time Lewis impofed file nee on both parties, and empowered the fecular judges to proceed 
againft all perfons who fhould prefume to interrupt the public tranquillity. 

The fchifm, however, ftill broke out, from time to time, both at Paris and in the pro- 
vinces ; and, notwithstanding the meafures which the king had taken for preventing the 
refufal of the facrament, feveral prelates perfifted in their obftinacy, and heavy fines • 
were accordingly impofed upon them. The king, who had banilhed the fecular judges 
for difobeying his orders, refolved to inflict the fame punifhmenf on fuch ecclcfiaftics as 
were guilty of the fame offence. The archbifhop of Paris was, therefore, banifhed to> 
Conflans-; and the bifhops of Orleans and Troyes to their country feats. 

The parliament, being at liberty to act, attacked the members of the Sorbonne, 
who, though they had formerly regarded the bull with horror, now confidered it as- 
a rule of faith. They threatened to ftop their leffons ; and the parliament, who had 
themfelves refufed to difcharge functions of greater importance, ordered them to con- 
tinue them. So long as the magiftrates fupported the liberties of the Gallican church,, 
the king approved their proceedings, but when tranfported by their "zeal beyond the 
bounds of juftice and prudence, he gave them a feafonable check ; and while he con- 
firmed thofe arrets which were calculated to promote the public good, he annulled fuch 
as feemed proper only to gratify private refentment. 

It is evident that thefe troubles proceeded from a glaring defect; in the fyftem of go- 
vernment : had the jurifdiction of the different courts been defined with precifion, and 
a line been drawn to afcertain the limits of the fpiritual and civil powers, neither 
the efforts of fanaticifm, nor the encroachments of the magiftracy, could have inter- 
rupted. 
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rupted, for fo great a length of time, the public peace. The actions and decifions of 
all parties muft have been fubjectcd to the law ; and no occafion for the interference of 
royal perogative could have occurred. It muft be confeffed, however, that the king, 
in this difficult emergency, difplayed great impartiality and moderation : a greater ex- 
ertion of firmnefs, indeed, might have had a better effect, by ftifling the difpute at its 
birth: and where power is abfolute, it furely can never be more worthily employed, 
than for preferving the peace and happinefs of a nation. 

But the attention of Lewis was diverted from thefe internal commotions to objects 
of greater importance ; and the fituation of affairs on the continents of Afia and Ame- 
rica, was fuch as threatened again to involve the European powers in all the horrors 
and calamities of war. Immediately after the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, Dupleix, the 
governor of Pondicherry, a man of an active and enterprifing fpirit, conceived the 
defign of advancing the intereft of the French Eaft-India company, by the acquifition 
of large territorial poffeffions in the South of Afia. This daring project was encouraged 
by the weaknefs of the native princes, in whofe fervice the troops which had been 
aflembled for the protection of Pondicherry, during the late war, were now employ- 
ed. • The fuperiority of their arms and difcipline enfured an eafy triumph to what- 
ever party they efpoufed, and the Subah, or viceroy of Decan, whofe authority they 
had contributed to extend over the immenfe tract of country that ftretches from Cape 
Comorin to the Ganges, rewarded the intrepidity of his protectors by the moft li- 
beral conceffions. 

The progrefs of the French had awakened the jealoufy of the fervants of the Eng. 
lifh Ealt-lndia company. The attempt of Dupleix to impofe a nabob, or governor, 
on Arcot, a province in which Pondicherry is fituated, rouzed the Englifh to arms. 
As the allies of the princes of India, the rival nations oppofed each other with equal 
courage and Ikill, and feveral battles were fought with various fuccefs, until the ap- 
pearance of Mr. Clive turned the tide of war in favour of his countrymen. This 
extraordinary perfon had entered as a writer in the fervice of the Englifh Eaft-India 
•company ; but he foon exchanged the pen for the fword, and, by a rapid fucceflion of 
fplendid victories, acquired the character of a great general: with a fmall but well-chofen 
band he occupied Arcot, the capital of the difputed province, repelled a numerous 
army of French and Indians, who threatened to overwhelm him, and triumphed, in 
a decifive battle,, over the hoft by which he had been lately hefieged. In the neigh- 
bourhood of Tritchinopoli, the French and their allies were, finally defeated ; the pre- 
tentions of Chunda-Saib, the affaffin whofe caufe Dupleix had efpoufed, were extin- 
guiflied in his blood ; and his rival, Mohammed Alt, was eftablifhed bv the Englilh on 
the throne of Arcot. 
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Dupleix was foon after recalled; but while a ceffation of arms, agreed upon by the 
hoftile powers, gave reafon to hope that the flames of war would not be fufFered to ex- 
tend to Europe, the conduct of the French governors in North America deftroyed the 
pleafing profpect, and afforded to England a plaufive ground fpr the commencement of 
hoftilities. By the treaty of Utrecht, Acadia, a country adjacent to Canada, had been 
ceded to England, with all its ancient limits; but unfortunately thofe limits, through 
the neglect of minifters, had never been fpecified nor ascertained either by that or any 
fubfequent treaty. Availing themfelves of this circumftance, the French governors 
formed a plan for uniting, by a chain of forts, their two extenfive colonies of Canada 
and Louifiana, and for confining the Englifh to that tract of country that lies between 
the fea and the Apalachian mountains, which run from one end of North America to 
another. Had this plan been carried into effect, France would have enjoyed, in time of 
peace, the whole Indian trade j and the Britifh fettlcrs, incellantly expofed to the incur- 
fions of the ferocious favages, muft have foon been annihilated. The project was pur- 
fued with equal zeal and capacity; forts were erected along the great lakes which com- 
municate with the river Saint Laurence, and alfo on the Ohio and the Miffifippi; and 
the chain was almoft compleated, when England, alarmed at thefe rapid encroachments, 
after repeated and ineffectual expostulations, determined to unfheath the fword. 

In 1755, an Englifh fquadron was fent to the banks of Newfoundland to attack the 
fleet of France, when unprepared for refiftance ; and though the greater part efcaped by 
favour of a fog, two fhips of the line, L'Alcide and Le Lys, were taken. The Britifli 
cruizers fwept the fea with fuch fuccefs, that above three hundred trading veflels belong- 
ing to France were carried into the ports of Great Britain ; and near ten thoufand fea- 
men became prifoners to that crown. 

Lewis, aftonifhed and confounded at this unexpected ftroke, filled every court in Eu- 
rope with complaints, and endeavoured, by the formation of new alliances, to put him- 
fclf in a fituation to oppofe with fuccefs the exertions of his formidable enemies. 

^The emprefs-queen of Hungary, mortified at her inability, towards the clofe of 
the late war, to make peace with the king of Pruflia, without making a facrifice of Si- 
lefia, ftill harboured the livelieft refentment againft that monarch, and determined, when- 
ever a favourable opportunity fhould occur, to have recourfe to arms for the recovery of 
that territory which fhe had been compelled to cede. Influenced by thefe motives, fhe 
had long ceafed to confider France as her rival ; and a flexible policy had even induced 
her to court the alliance of that power. Blondel was then the French charge d'affaires 
at the court of Vienna. The queen, at firft, made fome vague remarks, in a converfa- 
tion with him, on the difference between the prefent fituation of the houfes of Bourbon 
and Auftria, and t that which, two centuries before, had armed them againft each other. 
She added, that the equilibrium was now fo perfectly eftablifhed between them, that it 
Vol. IV. 4 K was 
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was the intereft of neither to overturn it ; and that their union would enfure the tran- 
quillity of Europe, or that if any inferior powers fhould attempt to difturb it, the two 
chief courts would have both the right and the ability to reduce them to fubmiflion. 

Blondel, flattered with the idea of being employed in a negotiation of this importance, 
haftened to communicate the intelligence to the marquis de Puifieux, minifter for foreign 
affairs, who did not think it expedient to impart it to the king, and forbade Blondel to 
purfue the matter any farther. The queen of Hungary finding the French court averfe 
from herdefigns, fufpended her project, but did not abandon it j and when the marquis 
d'Hautefort was fent as ambaflador to Vienna, fhe explained herfelf more fully to him 
than flie had done to Blondel, in the hope that a man of rank would have greate'r weight 
with the miniftry than a fimple agent. Independent of the political reafons which 
might equally affect, the two courts, fhe did not fcruple to mention her refentment 
againft the king of Pruffia. " I have facrificed" — faid fhe — " my deareft interefts to 
*■* the tranquillity of Europe, by ceding Silefia; but if ever a war fhould break out be- 
" tween me and him, I will either recover all my rights, or perifh, with my family, in 
" the attempt 61 ." 

The count de Kaunitz, the Imperial ambaflador at the court of Verfailles, had received 
inftruc"xions conformable to the views of his fovercign. He, at firft, attempted to con- 
vince the minifters of the wifdom of his plan, and, particularly, madame de Pompadour, 
whofe fupport, from the credit fhe enjoyed, he deemed it mod effential to fecure. Nor 
was this lady infenfible to the idea of playing a nobler part than any fhe had hitherto 
performed, in the theatre of politics. At her entrance on this new career, fhe found 
herfelf a perfon of confequencc in the ftate, and imagined that fhe poflefled the talents 
requifite for fupporting fuch a character with propriety. She adopted the project of 
Kaunitz, and flattered herfelf that fhe fhould be able to conciliate the approbation of the 
miniftry; but fhe found them all fo hoftile to the new fyftem, that fhe dnrft not venture 
to prefent the king with a plan which would be oppofed by the whole council ; and fhe 
contented herfelf with telling the Auflrian ambaflador, that the alliance with the king 
of Pruffia had been too recently concluded to think of violating it, and that he muft, 
therefore, wait for a more favourable opportunity. The term of his embafly being ex- 
pired, Kaunitz returned to Vienna, and was fucceeded by count Staremberg, whofe in- 
ftruclions were precifely the fame. 

Affairs were in this fituation when intelligence was received of the capture of the 
two fhips of the line by the Englifh. Marefchal Mirepoix was then the French am- 
baflador at London, a man of courage and honour, but of flender abilities. He demand- 
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ed fatisfadtion of the Englifli minifter for the infult offered to the French flag; and he 
received for anfvver, that the aft of hoftility which had taken place had doubtlefs been 
produced by the conduct of the French governors in North America, but that the Englifli 
miniftry did not doubt that, as foon as the neceffary enquiries could be made, the matter 
might be fatisfactorily fettled without breaking that peace which their foveieign was fo 
anxious to preferve. The ambaffador was fatished with this anfwer, and he accordingly 
affured the French miniftry that they might rely on the pacific difpofitions of the court 
of England. 

It is almoft impoffible, according to the fyftem of policy eftablifhed in Europe, that 
two great ftates fhould engage in a war without inducing other powers to follow their 
example. It was, moreover, eafy to forefee, that the Englifli, in order to promote a 
divifion of the French forces, would find means to excite a continental war. The 
treaty of alliance with Pruffia ftill fubfifted, and baron de Kniphaufen, the Pruffian mi- 
nifter at Paris, immediately offered the affiftance of his mafter. He pretended that the 
Englifli had already fecured the queen of Hungary, but that the French might eafily dif- 
concert their plans ; and that if Lewis would attack the Netherlands, the king of Pruf- 
fia would enter Bohemia, at the head of a hundred thoufand men. On the other hand, 
Staremberg embraced the opportunity to offer an alliance with his fovereign ; and this 
offer effectually removed the fufpicions which the Pruffian minifter had endeavoured to 
excite, with regard to the intentions of the court of Vienna, and feemed to enfure the 
continuation of peace on the continent. 

The French council, the principal members whereof were actuated by motives of 
private intereft, was divided in opinion on this occafion. D'Argenfon, fecretary at war, 
was extremely anxious to commence hoftilities on the continent, and to accept the pro- 
pofal of the king of Pruffia. Machault, the marine minifter, infifted on the neceffity 
of confining their exertions to the fea, and maintained the infufficiency of the revenue 
to fupport the immenfe expence that would be incurred by a war carried on both by fea 
and land : he obferved, that the Englifli were then their only enemies, but that if they 
yielded to the felicitations of the Pruffian monarch, the queen of Hungary would not 
fail to declare in favour of England ; that if, on the other hand, they were to contract 
an alliance with that princefs, the king of Pruffia would confider fuch conduct as an in- 
fraction of the treaty fubfifting between him and France ; that the only plan to be pur- 
fued,was to maintain their union with Pruffia, and to open a negociation with the queen 
of Hungary, that would prevent, or, at leaft, retard her junction with England, and give 
them time to direct all their efforts againft their real enemy. To this the count D'Ar- 
genfon objected, that all the precautions that could be taken would prove inefficient to 
prevent a continental war ; and that it would be wife, therefore, to begin it to advan- 
tage, and, by adopting the king of Pruffia's plan, to difconcert the tardy meafures of the 
Auftrians, and to difable the queen from affording affiftance to the Englifli. 

4 K 2 Whatever 
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Whatever might be the political reafons of the count D'Argenfon, it was certainly 
his perfonal intereft to promote a continental war, which, by employing all thofe who 
frequented or followed the court, would make his department prevail over that of Ma- 
chault, his rival in influence and credit. 

Puifieux, Saint Severin, and marefchal de Noailles, fupported the opinion of the marine 
miniftcr, while Rouille and the count de Bernis feconded the motion of the fecretary at 
war. Bernis had not yet been admitted to a feat in the council, but every thing was 
communicated to him by madame de Pompadour, and by the minifters, who witneffed 
the favour he enjoyed with the marchionefs. He had lately arrived from Venice, where 
he had refided as ambaffador from France, and they plainly perceived that he would not 
return, and that he would foon play a diftinguifhed part at court. He was the perfon 
who, inclining to accept the offers of the king of Pruflia, propofed, that, in cafe they 
were reje£ted, a perfon of note fhould, at leaft, be fent to Berlin, who, by rendering 
himfclf agreeable to that monarch, might penetrate into his defigns. He made the 
choice of the council fall upon the duke de Nfvernois, a nobleman who pofl'efled all the 
endowments requifite for fulfilling, with ability, the truft repofed in him; but his de- 
parture was delayed till the month of December, ( 1755); a circumftance that prevented 
the fuccefs of his negociation : befides, the moft eminent talents would have bsen of little 
ufe in treating with a prince, who, though he could diftinguifh merit, could diftinguifh 
ftill better his own interefts ; and the duke de Nivernois only arrived at Berlin to be a 
witnefs to the conclufion of a treaty between England and Pruflia, figned in Ja^ 
nuary, 1756* 

Th« council had determined, when they adopted the opinion of Machault, to thank 
the king Pruflia for his offers in a friendly manner, without either accepting them or 
thofe made by the queen of Hungary. That prince, being convinced that a continental 
war muft be the confequence of a rupture between France and England, was apprehen- 
five that he Ihould fuffcr by it. He was aware of the fteps taken by the emprefs queen- 
to connect herfelf with France, and to change the ancient fyftem of European policy; 
'and he knew that if fhe fucceeded in her attempt, fhe would inevitably turn her arms 
againft him, and attempt the recovery of Silefia. Had the queen of Hungary only ob- 
furved a neutrality, while France and England were engaged in war, fhe would ftill have 
been in a fituation to attack, to advantage, a prince whofe domination in Silefia wa& 
fcarcely eftablifhed, who was on bad terms with the king of England, and in whofe fa- 
vour Fiance would make no diverfion. 

He could not, therefore, be blamed for having provided for his own fafety by an al- 
liance with the king of England. He figned the treaty at the very time that the French 
council was employed in difcufliiig the propriety of accepting or refufing his offers. It 
was no difficult matter for him to gain intelligence of their debates ; the miflreffes, the 
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friends, and dependants of the minifters were intruded with all the fecrets of the ftate; 
and the fplendid fuppers at Compiegne, where the court then refided, were the commit- 
tees, in which political matters, difcuffed a la Francoife, in the midft of pretty women, 
intrigues of gallantry, and fallies of wit, were prepared for the confidcration of the 
council 



While the king of Pruffia was engaged in fettling his treaty with England, his minif- 
ter, Kniphaufen, in order to avert fufpicion, and to juftify his mafter, after its conclu- 
fion, affected to talk in public of the propofals which he had fecretly made to the 
French court. But this indifcretion was too pointed not to betray its object; and, from 
that moment the count of Bernis ceafed to entertain a doubt of the intelligence that 
fubfifted between England and Pruffia, though he, in vain, endeavoured to convince the 
other minifters of the juftice of his opinion. They were not yet fully perfuaded that" 
the Englifh were ferioufly bent upon war, and they depended on the effects of a ne- 
gotiation, which, under fuch circumftances, fcarcely ever proves fuccefsful. 

But the king's fpeech, on the opening of the Englifh parliament, convinced the mi- 
niftry of their error, and was confidered by them both as a declaration of war, and as a 
manifelto. The count dc Bernis, whofe fufpicions were juftified by the event, obtained, 
from that period, greater credit with the council ; who adopted his propofal to make a 
formal application to the king of England for reftoring the vefTels which had been ta- 
ken ; to require a fpeedy and decifive anfwer ; and, in cafe of a refufal, immediately to 
break off all negotiation, and to attack Minorca. 

Staremberg, meanwhile, -neglecting no opportunity to engage the French to conclude 
an alliance with the emprefs, had frequently apprized the council of the treaty negotiat- 
ing between England and Pruffia : and the truth of his information on that head induced 
the miniftry to lend a more favourable ear to the propofals of the court of Vienna. The 
emprefs had defigned to apply to the prince of Conti, who, daily trail failing bufinefs 
with the king in perfon, appeared to enjoy an influence independent of madamede Pom- 
padour: he was, moreover, on good terms with madame de Coiflin, who was endeavour- 
ing to fupplant the favourite, but who, by yielding with too great facility, marred the 
conqueft fhe was fo anxious to atchieve. s 

Madamede Pompadour had not yet acquired that influence in affairs of flate which fhe 
afterwards enjoyed. Chance and circumftances raifed her to the fituation without any 
fixed defign or regular plan. Count de Kaunitz, informed of the manners of the French' 
<court, which eyes alone, without penetration, were fufficient to difcover, was of opinion 



61 Duclos, tom. ii. p. 409. 



6iO HISTORY OF FRANCE. \. l 7S^' 

that an application to madame de Pompadour would be the moll effectual mode of ob- 
taining the king's confent to the project of his fovereign ; and, by engaging the favourite 
in political matters, he rendered her what he wifhed her to be, the miflrefs of France. 

The emprefs felt a violent repugnance to the idea of engaging in a correfpondence which 
equally fhocked her dignity, her morality, and her Auftrian pride; but count Kaunitz 
contrived to difpel thofe prejudices by the grand principle of intereft, which has fo power- 
ful an effect on the minds of princes, as well as upon thofe of private perfons. He ob- 
tained a flattering note from Maria Therefa to madame de Pompadour, which count 
Staremberg haftened to deliver to the favourite. 

Madame de Pompadour was fo highly pleafed at receiving a perfonal application from 
the emprefs, that fhe confidered her, if not as her equal, at leaft as a friend, whofe de- 
figns fhe determined to promote let the confequence be what it would. She was too 
well aware of the oppohtion fhe fhould experience from the minifters to have recourfe to 
them. The count de Bernis, who was indebted to her for the origin of his fortune, and 
whofe elevation this affair might tend to complete, appeared to her the only man who 
could ferve her as a counfellor and a guide ; but fhe experienced from him greater oppo- 
fition than from all theothers. The count's political reafonsvvere enforced by motives of 
friendfhip. He obferved to her, that the treaty in queftion was not one of thofe which 
related only to matters of trifling import, but one which had for its object nothing lefs 
than the total fuhverfion of a fyftem which had fubfifted from the time of Philip the 
Second, and which conftituted the bafis of all political proceedings ; he reprefented the 
danger ofoppofing the public opinion, even when founded on prejudice ; he remarked, that 
an alliance between the two firft powers in Europe would be confidered as an attempt to 
reduce the other ftates to fubjedlion ; and that, from that inftant, the king would become 
an object of fufpicion to the Germanic body, which had hitherto regarded him as the 
proteclor of its liberties. " With what propriety"— faid the count—" could he after- 
" wards Hand forward as a guarantee of the treaty of Weftphalia ? The fole objeft of 
" the emprefs is to acquire the ability to attack, in fafety, the king of Pruflia, to engage 
»« us in her quarrel, and to make us fupport the expences of the war, which are always 
V defrayed by France on one fide, and by England on the other. The king would find 
«' himfelf involved in a continental war, which he wilhes to avoid. If it fhould prove 
" unfuccefsful, how much will you have to reproach yourfelf with, as a native of 
" France, and what reproaches will you experience from the king?" The count con- 
cluded his advice by exhorting her to continue her efforts to pleafe and amufe her royal 
lover, to betray no ill-humour towards him, and particularly to avoid all interference in 
affairs which, by rendering her odious to the nation, might tend to promote her ruin. 

Madame de Pompadour did not feem difplcafed at the count's advice, though fhe was 
not convinced by his arguments. She perfifted in her refolution to break the matter 

to 
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to the king, and, if fhe met with refinance, immediately to drop it ; but Lewis eagerly- 
adopted her ideas on the fubjecT;. He was impreffed with fentiments of efteem for the 
queen of Hungary, againft whom he had waged a war unfounded in juftice ; whereas 
he did not entertain the moft favourable opinion of the king of Prufli. , whom he con- 
fidered as a feli-fufficient heretic, and a free-thinker. He was offended at fome ftrokes 
of pleafantry which had been circulated at Berlin, at his expence : he was difgufted 
with the principles of irreliglon which the Pruffian monarch too openly profeffed, and 
he was probably jealous of the glory which a petty fovereign had acquired. Lewis 
had long been anxious to form an alliance with fome Catholic power that might enable 
him to counterbalance the influence of the Proteftant party, which had already fecured 
a fuperiority in Europe; and he was of opinion that the re-union of the 'houfes of 
Auftria and Bourbon would oppofe a formidable barrier to the efforts of all the other 
powers, prove an effectual preventative againft war, and deprive England of her natu- 
ral ally. Before, however, he would come to a decifion, he propofed to madame de 
Pompadour to make the count de Bernis enter into a full difcuflion of the bufinefs with 
Staremberg : that lady knowing the opinion of the former, and unwilling to expofc 
him to the rifk of oppofing a fyftem fo comformable to the king's inclinations, and her 
own, reprefented, that the count de Bernis not being a minifter, would be lefs proper 
for fuch a conference than any other member of the council ; but the king perfi fling 
in his refolution, fhe was obliged to comply, taking care however to apprize the count 
that fhe had not propofed the conference, but that the king had himfelf conceived the 
idea, and infilled on enforcing it. 

The next day, (which was the twenty-fecond of September 1755,) madame de- 
Pompadour, and the counts of Bernis and Staremberg, met at Babiole, a fmall coun- 
try feat, in the neighbourhood of Belle-Vue. The Imperial minifter difplayed the ut- 
moft candour and franknefs during this conference, the emprefs juftly conceiving that 
it would be inconfiftent with the dignity of the two greateft potentates in Europe to 
have recourfe to thofe pitiful arts and fubterfuges, which, by the diplomatic corps, are 
too frequently confidered as marks of political wifdom. All the views, the pretenfions, 
and propofals of the court of Vienna were fully explained; but the new fyftem which, 
they tended to enforce appeared of fuch high importance to the ftate, that the count 
of Bernis defired to have the concurrence of the council, and, in the whole courfe of 
this bufinefs, he took the precaution to procure the king's fignature to all the orders 
he received. 

The plan propofed by the emprefs prefented a profpect fo flattering, that Lewis was 
confident it would meet with the approbation of the council. There were, however, 
fome perfonal inteiefts to reconcile that threatened to give rife to unpleafant difcuffions. 
It was evident, that Puifieux and Saint Severin could not but be difpleafed with a plan 
which was a reftification of their treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle ; and that the count D'Ar- 
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genfon would be little difpofed to favour any fcheme that originated with madame de 
Pompadour. To obviate the inconveniencies that would refult from this circumftance, 
the king determined to fubmit the bufinefs, not to the council, but to a felect commit- 
tee ; compofed of Machault, Rouille, Sechelles, and the count Saint-Florentin. By 
this means, too, he would be enabled to admit the count de Bernis to the conference, 
who had not yet a feat in the council. The firft committee was holden on the twentieth 
of October (1755) and the plan then difcufled feemed calculated to remove all poflible 
grounds of difpute between France and the houfe of Auftria. It was propofed that the' 
infant lhould quit Italy for the Netherlands, and that the emprefs fliould for ever aban- 
don her alliance with England, while the ports to be ceded to France in the neighbour- 
hood of Holland would operate as a check upon that republick, fo as to pi - vent it from 
declaring againft the French, in favour of the Englifh. Mons was to be given up to 
Lewis, and the fortifications of Luxemburg were to be demolifhed: the crown of Po- 
land was to be rendered hereditary, and Pomerania to be added to the territories of Swe- 
den. An arrangement of the political fyftem to be obferved by the Northern and Sou- 
thern ftates of Europe formed a part of the general plan, the execution of which, it 
was conceived, the weight and influence of the contracting powers could not fail to 
enfure. 

The advantages offered to France were fo finking that nothing but a pertinacious 
adherence to ancient principles could have occafioned the fmalleft hefitation in accept- 
ing them. Is it wife — faid fome of the minifters — to renounce a fyftem which has 
been eftablifhed nearly two centuries ; puifued by Henry the Fouith, by Richelieu, 
Mazarin, D'Avaux, and Servien ; and become an axiom of national policy ? Befides, 
how can it be expected that two courts which have fo long been enemies, and always ri- 
vals, will become conftant in their friendfhip ? Can France rely upon the fidelity of the 
court of "Vienna, after having augmented her power ? France is about to alienate the 
affections of all the princes of the empire, by fubject'mg them to the houfe of Auftria ; 
while file will lofe the Proteftant party, and refign it to ftrengthen the hands of the 
Englifh. After having maintained the liberty of Poland, that kingdom will be expof- 
eu to the danger of being difmembercd or fubjugated by Ruffia, or by the court of Vien- 
na, which may wifh to place a crown upon the head of one of the archdukes. From 
that inftant, we (hall lofe the confidence and friendfhip of the Porte, ever jealous of 
the freedom of the Poles 6| . 

To thefe objections it was anfwered that, at the period of the formation of the an 
cient fyftem, the houfe of Auftria was in poffeffion of the Imperial crown, of the king- 
doms of Spain and Naples, of a part of the dominions of the king of Sardinia, and 
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of Servi3, as a barrier againft the Turks j whereas at prefent her territories were confined 
to the empire : that, by the fyftem propofed, the court of Vienna would acquire no fu- 
periority over the houfe of Bourbon, fincethe latter would gain the Netherlands, and, 
by the poffeflion of the maritime towns in Flanders, would become more formidable, par- 
ticularly in her contefts with England : that the two contracting powers bound them- 
felves by the ties of honour and the obligation of an oath ; and that their alliance was 
farther cemented by the indiffoluble bonds of intereft, and the fecurity of reciprocal ad- 
vantages : that, as the treaty of Weftphalia remained in full force, the Proteftants would 
have no grounds for miftrull : that the guarantee of Sweden afforded an additional fecu- 
rity ; that Denmark offered to become a party in the alliance: that the liberties of the 
Poles conilituted an effential part of the treaty: and that Ruflia, when become an ally of 
France, would be lefs inclined to make any attempt upon Poland. The alliance with 
Ruflia, it was obferved, not obliging the French to furnifh any fuccours againft the 
Turks, enfured the neutrality of the Porte in the conteft between France and England. 
Befides, it was impoflible that a war by fea fhould long fubfift without producing a conti- 
nental war ; and the Englifh would infallibly arm the emprefs againft the French : that 
the only alternative, therefore, that was left them, was the choice of enemies; whether 
they would prefer the king of Pruflia as an ally to the emprefs, who offered fuch im- 
portant advantages. 

The different alliances which the new fy ftem required were fo complicated, that the 
defection of a fingle party might overturn the whole fabric ; but in all confederacies the 
fame inconvenience muft be incurred, and in this the contracting powers were certainly 
bound by the ftrongeft of all human ties, that of mutual intereft. The emprefs re- 
nounced her connection with England ; the fuccefs of the war appeared infallible, and 
its failure, indeed, muft be chiefly afcribed to the ignorance and mifconduct of the 
generals. 

Although every objection feemed to be removed, ftill the committee were at a lofs 
how to decide, and they contented themfelves with telling the Imperial minifter, that, 
before they could come to a decifion, they wifhed to obferve the conduct of England and 
Pruflia. The emprefs, difpleafed at the irrefolution they difplayed, defired them to pro- 
pofe a plan of their own, fince they did not chufe to accede to that which fhe had laid 
before them. The count de Bernis then propofed a treaty of union between the two 
courts, including a guarantee of their refpective dominions in Europe, and alfo of the 
territories of Pruflia, excepting only thofe of England, with regard to which power the 
emprefs fhould bind herfelf to obferve the ftrideft neutrality. This project met the 
unanimous approbation of the committee. 



The court of Vienna, as might eafily have been forefeen, objected ftrongly to that 
part of the treaty which tended to guarantee the dominions of Pruflia; and the king 
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himfelf, fearful that an alliance which he was extremely anxious to conclude would, by 
this means, be prevented, expreffed great difpleafure on the fubjedt. But, at length, the 
emprefs complied, from the convidion, that the treaty of union would, at leaft, protect 
her againft any hoftilities, on the part of the French, and that the conduct of the king 
of Pruffia would foon occafion a war. 

The treaty was on the point of being figned, when news arrived of the conclufion of 
a treaty between England and Pruffia, on the fixteenth of January, 1756. The court of 
Vienna immediately declared that, under thofe circumftances, the French miniftry could 
not, without giving her juft caufc for fufpe&ing the fincerity of their friendfhip, perfift 
in their determination to guarantee the territories of the Pruffian monarch. 

That prince, to the complaint made by the duke de Nivernois, tfie French ambaffa- 
dor, on the conclufion of his alliance with England, replied that it would by no means 
affect the treaty that fubfifted between him and the French, which he was even ready to 
renew, and that he fhould not be offended with France for concluding, on her fide, a 
treaty with the court of Vienna. The duke de Nivernois was recalled, ami the marquis 
de Vallory was fent to replace him, with no other inftructions than to watch the con- 
duel of a prince, who ought already to have been confidered as an enemy, but againft 
whom war had not been yet declared. In another quarter the duke de Duras, on the 
firft news of the hoftilities committed by the Englifh, had, without any inftructions 
from his fovereign, endeavoured to engage the court of Madrid, where he refided as am- 
haffador, to declare againft England. His propofal, however, was very ill- received, and 
the fear that he might be guilty of more imprudence induced the miniftry to recall him. 
He was fucceeded by the count d'Aubeterre, who was himfelf fucceeded, at the Imperial 
court, by the marquis de Stainville, afterwards duke of Choifeul. 

No fooner had the king of Pruffia ratified the treaty of London, than the emprefs re- 
quired the French to fign a treaty of neutrality for the protection of the Netherlands, 
and defenfive, in cafe of hoftility on the part of the Pruffian monarch. The count de 
*Bernis, whom the king entruftcd with the care of drawing it up, unwilling to take any 
thing upon himfelf, in an affair of fuch importance^ defired that the whole council 
might be affembled on the occafion. 

The king, who was mortified at the conduct of the king of Pruffia, and madame d« 
Pompadour, who was flattered and ftimulated by the emprefs, were both anxious that the 
treaty fhould be an offenfive one 63 ; and the count de Bernis was almoft the only perfon 
who refilled the idea. He was aware that, in the event of a war, the whole.burdeiv 
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would fall upon the French, who had no generals in whom the troops could confide, and 
whofe finances were extremely deranged. He reprefented that it would never be too late 
for the adoption of offenfive meafures, and that it would be highly dangerous to engage 
farther with the court of Vienna than the emprefs herfelf had required. In fhort, his 
arguments were, at once, fo rational and convincive, that he fucceeded in fuipending the 
refentment of the king, in tempering the zeal of madame de Pompadour for the fervice 
of the emprefs, and in reftraining the ardour for war difplayed by all military men. The 
treaty therefore was concluded at Verfailles, in May, 1 756, agreeably to his fuggeflions, 
and to the firft proportions of the emprefs. 

The count de Bernis propofed that this treaty fhould not be rendered public, from a 
conviction that the king of Pruffia being prepared for war, and perfuaded that a defenfive 
treaty would foon become an offenfive one, would avail himfelf of his fituation to attack 
the queen of Hungary. He farther required, as an indifpenfable preliminary, that the 
king of Poland fhould be fupplied with fuch fuccours as would enable him to defend him- 
felf from the attacks of the Pruffian monarch. But the whole council unanimoufly 
exclaimed, that fuch an affectation of fecrecy was beneath the dignity of their fovereign ; 
that the king of Pruffia, thrown into conflernation by the adoption of decifive meafures, 
would not dare to take up arms ; and that the precautions for the defence of Saxony 
would occafion a needlefs expence. Count D'Argenfon was the only member of the 
council who approved the advice to put Saxony in a poflure of defence, becaufe a fecre- 
tary of war is ever anxious to promote any plan which requires the employment of 
troops ; but he flrongly refilled the idea of fecrecy, becaufe the more public the matter 
was, the greater would be the probability of a war e+ . 

The moment the treaty was publifhed it became a fubjedl of general applaufe, and the 
fatisfacYion of the French encreafed in proportion to the difcontent betrayed by the 
Englifh on the fubjeft. They flattered themfelves with the idea that the union of the 
two chief powers would keep all Europe in awe : it was even propofed, in the French 
academy, to render the treaty between the two courts the fubject of a prize poem ; but 
the propofal was over-ruled by the prudent remonflrance of the miniller. 

During the negotiations with the emprefs, hoflilities had been carried on in America, 
where France maintained by land that fuperiority which fhe had loll upon the ocean. 
The Englifh were allured into an ambufcade, and their commander in chief, general 
Braddock, pcrifhed in the vain attempt to refcue his troops from the danger of a defeat. 
The efforts of the marquiffes of Vaudreuil and Montcalm, in Canada, were equally fuc- 
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cefsful, and the firft operations of the war refleaed additional luftre on the French arms 
in that quarter of the globe. 

The advantage poflefled by an abfolute monarch at the commencement of a war, in his 
ability fecretly to combine and expeditioufly to enforce the moft decifive meafures, was 
fully difplayed on the prefent occafion : while the fleets of England were detained in 
port, unequipped and unmanned, a formidable French fquadron was prepared for the re- 
duction of the ifland of Minorca. This armament, which left France in April, 1756, 
confifted of twelve {hips of the line, and feveral frigates, under the marquis de la 
liffonniere; with fifteen thoufand land forces, commanded by the marefchal duke of 
Richelieu. They reached Minorca with a profperous wind; the troops were difem- 
barked, and immediately invefted the caftle of Saint Philip, which commands the town 
and harbour of Mahon. 

The Englifh detached Byng, with a Britifh fquadron equal to that of France, to the 
relief of the ifland ; but his fleet was difperfed in an indecifive action with La Galiflbn- 
niere, who returned to block up the port of Mahon, while the Englifh admiral repaired 
to Gibraltar, and, on his recal to England, was fentenced, for his mifcondudt, to fuffer 
death. The fiege of fort Saint Philip was continued with unremitting vigour; on the 
twenty-eighth of June, the outworks were ftormed by the French, who difplayed the 
moft aftonifliing intrepidity during the attack ; the next day the garrifon, deftitute of 
hope, furrendered, after a fiege of nine weeks, and the ifland of Minorca fubmitted to 
the dominion of France. 

The count de Bernis, with his ufual prudence and fngacity, wifhed to avail himfelf of 
the favourable moment of victory to promote an accommodation. He propofed to renew 
the requifitions which had formerly been made to England to reflore all the veffels which 
had been taken from France, and farther to require that in return for the reftitution of 
Minorca, they fhould allow the fortifications and harbour of Dunkirk to be completely 
re-eflablifhed ; but this propofal was unanimoufly rejected by the council. It was the 
gppihion of Bernis, that the French fhould not act offenjively againft the king of Pruflia, 
except in the cafe of aggreflion on his part ; but that monarch plainly perceived, that 
the court of Vienna had only courted the alliance of France with a view to remove all 
impediments to her dufigus upon Silefia ; and he was alfo well acquainted with the 
inimical difpofttion of the emprefs of Ruflia towards him, and of her inclination to ferve 
the queen of Hungary. Convinced that an union would be formed between thofe po- 
tentates, and that the elector of Saxony would embrace that opportunity to gratify the 
refentmcnt which he bore him for his conduct in the laft war, Frederic refolved to begin 
the attack. He had one hundred and fifty thoufand men in his fei vice, completely armed 
snd well difciplincd; while the elector had difllpated in fellivals and other pleafurable 
gratifications that money which he ought to have devoted to the purpofe of repairing his 
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loffes, and putting his territories in a pofture of defence. While affairs were in this 
iituation, the king of Pruffia notified to the queen of Hungary his alarm at the for- 
midable preparations for war carrying on in all parts of the empire, and required that 
file would openly declare fhe had no intention of attacking him, at leaft during that 
and the following year. The queen replied, that it would be highly irregular to make 
a declaration that mull tend to convert a fubfiantial peace into a truce. 

On the receipt of this anfwer, Frederick determined to have recourfe to decifive 
meafures. SiKty thoufand Pruffians, commanded by prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, 
made an irruption into Saxony, and took poffeffion of Leipfic ; and the king advanc- 
ed in pcrfon to Drefden. At his approach Auguftus abandoned his capital, and repaired, 
with feventeen thoufand men, to the ftrong camp of Pyrna, on the banks of the Elbe, 
where he was immediately inverted. 

On the firft news of this invafion, the king of Pruffia was formally declared by 
the Aulic council (on the twentieth of September, 1756) to be a rebel, a difturb- 
er of the publick tranquillity, and an enemy to the empire. But, regardlefs of cen- 
fures unfupported by arms, the victor purfued his fuccefsful progrefs ; advancing to- 
wards Bohemia, he defeated the Auftrians, under count Brown, at Lokowitz, on the 
eleventh of October ; and then returned to attack the camp of Pyrna. Auguftus, 
with his fon, retired to the caftle of Konigfiein, while his army, forlaken by their fo- 
vereign, furrendered themfelves prifoners of war, and were, excepting the officers, in- 
corporated with the Pruffian forces. 

Auguftus made propofals for peace, which were rejected by the conqueror, who treat- 
ed him with the moft pointed infult, and the moft fovereign contempt ; the only fa- 
vour he would grant him was a paffport, by means of which, being defpoiled of his he- 
reditary dominions, he took refuge in Poland. His confort, on the contrary, difplay- 
ed that firmnefs which became her dignified ftation ; fhe perfilfed in her refufal to de- 
part from Drefden, but the infults and feverities to which fhe was expofed, though 
they could not break her fpirit, impaired her health, and, in a fhort time, brought 
her to the grave. 

Hitherto the court of France had fufpended the execution of the treaty of Verfailles ; 
but the hoftile conduct; of the king of Pruffia removing all pretext for delay, or- 
ders were given to put in motion the troops ftipulated by the treaty, confifting of eigh- 
teen thoufand infantry, and fix thoufand cavalry. The count de Bernis infifted on 
the neceffity of confining themfelves ftrictly to the letter of the convention, but he 
was ftrenuoufly and fuccefsfully oppofed by the count D'Argenfon, who would wil- 
lingly have employed all the troops in the kingdom, in order to give additional influ- 
ence and importance to the department over which he prefided. Supported by the 
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entreaties of the dauphinefs, who called for vengeance on the enemies of her father, 
he endeavoured to perfuade the king that four-and-twenty thoufand men would be 
wholly infufficient for the object he had in view ; that they would require to be con- 
tinually recruited ; and that, without rendering any effectual fervice to the emprefs, 
France would be drained of her men and money by the protraction of the war ; where- 
as, by employing a confiderable force, in the firft inftance, the progrefs of the king of 
Pruffia would be impeded, and that monarch would be reduced to the neceffity of ac- 
cepting fuch conditions as it might be the intereft of the allied courts to exact from 
him. Two campaigns, it was maintained, would be fufficicnt for the re-eftablifhment 
of peace on the continent, and for fecuring to France and the queen of Hungary thofe 
advantages which the treaty between them was intended to produce. 

The king was feduced by a propofal fo comformable to his own difpofition, with 
regard to the emprefs and the king of Pruffia. He fubmitted the matter, however, 
to the council, where Machault ftrongly combated the opinion of D'Argenfon. The 
former, when comptroller-general of the finances, had refufed to grant the neceffary 
fupplies for the fervice of the navy to the count of Maurepas, and he was fearful that 
his conduct in that refpect would be now cited againft himfelf. He expatiated on the 
danger that would refult from a neglect to employ the principal force of the king- 
dom againft the Englifh, who were the real enemies of France, and he urged the 
impoffibility of fuppbrting the navy upon a refpectable footing, without an immedi- 
ate fupply of fixty millions. 

The count D'Argenfon, feconded by Sechelles, who had now the direction of the 
finances, immediately offered fixtv-five millions for the navy. This offer did not re- 
move the jealoufy of Machault ; but it deftroyed his objections, and, by that means, 
gave additional weight to the plan of his rival. The council, however, came to no de- 
cifion on the fubject, and it was referred back to the committee, where the count de 
Bernis refitted D'Aigenfon's fcheme, the evil confequences of which he forefaw ; 
but the king's inclination to fcrve the empre and the attachment ot marlame de 
"Pompadour to the fame caufe ; the incefi'.,:.. icitations of the prince de Soubife, 
the count, afterwards marefchal, D'EtreV, of the duke de Richelieu, and of many 
perfons of inferior note, convinced Bernis that it he did not give his confent to a li- 
mited augmentation of the fuccours, they ..would be carried tar beyond what the ftate 
of the finances could juftify or afford. * Alter a vain endeavour to ihew what little con- 
fidence the nation rcpoled in the general*., he at length contented that the fuccours 
fhould be augmented to five-and-forty 'I .land men, provided they were foreign troops, 
(nice they would not be attended wi mor<_ than half the exoence thai an iity of 
French - would occafion. The emprefs would have been perfectly latisried v\ is 
augmentation, but the count D'Argeinbn was not contented, becaufe, by tlu 
ment of foreigners, he would be deprived of the opportunity ot providing to. ; 
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and dependants. Such were the motives, and fuch the intrigues, which led the French 
to facrifice the forces and finances of the kingdom to the gratification of private interefts. 

The council of Vienna was not deceived, like the French, in its plan, which was to 
render the latter the principal actors in the war, under the title of allies. It muft be ac- 
knowledged, that, from the time of Philip the Second, no court had ever purfued its ob- 
ject with greater Lg.icity and perfeverance ; whenever it appeared to turn afide from its 
plan, it was only for the purpofe of attaining it by a different road. The fame fpirif 
was perceptible, the fame regular fyitcm, which, while it feemed to give way to circura- 
ftances, embraced them with eagernefs, and turned them to its own advantage 65 . 

While the miniftry were making preparations for war, the count de Bernis (for 
Rouilleonly enjoyed the title of minifter opened negociations with all the powers of 
Europe. Ruflia acceded to the treaty of Verfailles, notwithstanding the efforts of Bef- 
tuchef, who was devoted to the court of England, where he had been brought up as page 
to George the Second. Sweden took up arms in the fame caufe. The foundation of an 
ofFenfive treaty with Denmark was laid. Bavaria, the Palatinate, and Wirtemberg, 
evinced a difpofition favourable to France. The diet of the empire prevented the king 
of Pruflia from reprefenting the war as a war of religion ; and Holland confirmed her 
neutrality. Thefe negociations were conducted with fuch promptitude and fkill that 
they were all completed by the month of April, 1757, and the ill fuccefs of the war did 
not induce any of the contracting powers to abandon their alliance, until the death of 
Elizabeth, emprefs of Ruflia. 

Count D'Etrees was difpatched to Vienna in order to concert the plan of military 
operations for the enfuing campaign, in which arrangement no difficulty occurred. The 
French required that the emprefs fhould, for ever, renounce all alliance with England, 
and the repugnance fhe difplayed to comply with the requifition only rendered the former 
more refolute in urging it. She, at length, confented, on condition that France fhould, 
for ever, detach herfelf from Pruflia, to which Lewis acceded. It was then propofed, by 
the count de Bernis, that the electorate of Hanover fhould remain neuter, to which it 
was not doubted but that the Englifh monarch would moft, willingly accede, particularly, 
as he might juftly apprehend, that the late fuccefTes of the French in America, would, 
induce the Englifh to prefer the defence of their colonies, to that'of his electorate : 
but the French government rejected the idea, from the conviction that the reduction of 
the electorate of Hanover, which, they conceived, would be the work of a fingle cam- 
paign, would difpofe the king of England to lend a favourable ear to propofals for a 
general peace. 
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A. D. 1756, 1757.] During thefe hoftile preparations, the kingdom was ft tcon- 
vulfed by domeftic broils. The parliament having refufed to regifter fome fifcal edicts, 
calculated to defray the expences of the war, the king, on the fecond of Auguft, 1756, 
held a bed of juftice, at Verfailles, which the princes of the blood, the peers of the 
realm, and the parliament of Paris were fummoned to attend. He there enforced the 
regiftration of the edicts ; but the parliament, on their return to the capital, entered a 
formal proteft againft this proceeding. They pretended not only that they had been re- 
fufed the neceflary liberty of examining the edicts, but that the edifts required modifica-. 
tions that would neither affect the interefts of the king nor thofe of the ftate, which 
were the fame, and which they were bound to maintain ; and they obferved, that their 
duty was not to p/eafc, but to ferve 6s . 

Thefe civil difputes were intermingled with religious altercations. One of the mem- 
bers of the parliament having been feized with an illnefs, at his country feat, in the dio- 
cefe of Meaux, defired to receive the facrament : but the rector of the parifh refufed to 
adminifter it, becaufe the magiftrate, he faid, was an enemy to the church. The judge 
having died without receiving the confolation he requefted, a profecution was, very pro- 
perly, inftituted againft the. prieft, who fled. 

In September, the archbifhopof Aix was fentenced to pay a fine of ten thoufand livres, 
for having written a paper in favour of the bull Unigenitus ; and the bifhop of Troyes, 
for raifing fome difturbances, on the fame account, in his diocefe, was confined, by a 
royal mandate, in a convent in Alface. The archbifhop of Paris, on the other hand, 
pronounced a fentence of excommunication againft all perfons who fhould read the 
arrets and remonftrances of the parliament on the fubject of the bull, and of the con- 
ftflional notes. 

Lewis the Fifteenth, embarrafled by thefe animofities, carried his circumfpection fo 
far as to aik the advice of pope Benedict the Fourteenth, a man equally moderate with 
himfelf, and generally beloved, as well for the mildnefs and gaiety of his difpofition, as 
• for the propriety of his conduct ; for he never interfered in political difputes, but with a 
view of promoting peace — a condufl which Jhould invariably be obferved by ecckfiajlics of 
every defcription. His fecretary, cardinal Paflionei, was exempt from many of the 
prejudices of his order, and difliked the Jefuits who had framed the bull Unigenitus : 
nor could he conceal his fentiments on the miftaken conduct of the court of Rome, in 
the indifcriminate condemnation of maxims, many of which were highly commendable, 

and tended to promote the caufe of virtue. Of this defcription was the following 

The dread of an unjufl excommunication mufl not deter a man from the dif charge of his duty. 

But ftrange as the bull appeared, in more points than one, neither cardinal Paflionei, 
nor the pope, could repeal a conftitution which was regarded as a law of the church. 
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Benedict fent the king a circular letter to be clifhibuted to all the French bifhops, in 
which he mentioned the bull as an univerfal law which could not be refilled, without 
rifking the lofs of eternal falvation ; but, at the fame time, he ordered the priefts to 
adminifter the facraments to perfons fufpected of Janfenifm, taking only the precaution 
to apprize fuch perfons that they would inevitably be damned. 

The pope's brief, addrefled to the bifhops, was immediately printed; and it no looner 
appeared, than the parliament, by an arret, publifhed on the ninth of December, 1756, 
had the temerity to pronounce its condemnation and fuppreflion. The king conceived 
the greater offence at this conduct, as he had himfelf fent to the prelates the brief which 
the parliament condemned ; in which no queftion was involved that could either affect 
the liberties of the church, or the rights of the monarchy, which the magiftrates pro- 
feffed themfelves fo ftrenuous to defend. 

The king's refentment being farther encreafed, by the title aflumed by fome of 
the provincial parliaments, of clajfes of the parliament of the kingdom, which feemed to 
indicate an affumption of authority fimilar to that of the ftates- general, refolved to effect 
a reform of the parliament of Paris, in a bed of juftice. On his arrival in the capital, 
where his intentions were known, a gloomy filence prevailed : the people only regarded 
the parliament as enemies to taxes, without confidering whether thofe taxes were ne- 
ceffary, or even reflecting, that the price of their labour, and of the articles in which 
they deal, encreafes with the augmentation of imports, and that the burden muff finally 
fall upon the rich. 

On the thirteenth of December, the king went to the parliament, where he ordered 
an edict to be read, by which he fuppreffed the fourth and fifth chambers of inquefts, 
and feveral officers attached to the corps ; he commanded the bull Unigenitus to be re- 
fpected ; prohibited the fecular judges from enforcing the adminiftration of the facra- 
ments, confining their jurifdiction to the cognizance of crimes and offences committed in 
the courfe of fuch adminiftration ; enjoined the ftrict obfervance of moderation and dif- 
cretion to be prefcribed by the prelates to the inferior clergy ; and infifted that all paft 
difputes fhould be configned to oblivion. He decreed that no judge fhould have a delibe~ 
rative voice before the age of twenty-five ; and that no perfon fhould vote at a general 
affembly of the united chambers, who had not difcharged the functions of a magiftrate 
for ten years. The edict concluded by an exprefs prohibition to interrupt, on any pre- 
text whatever, the ordinary courfe of juftice. 

The next day fifteen judges of the great chamber lodged their refignation at the 
office ; one hundred and eighty members 66 of the different courts of parliament follow- 
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ed their example; and the people, fearful that imports would in future be levied without 
oppofition, difplayed their difcontent in loud and impatient murmurs. But thefe popu- 
lar commotions were foon loft in the general confternation occafioned by an event the 
moft dreadful and unexpected. 

Robert Francis Damiens, a native of Arras, who had long lived in the capacity of a do- 
meftic in different families in the metropolis, having hismind, which was naturally fullen 
and unfettled, inflamed by the difputes between the king and his parliament,on the fubjeft 
of religion, embraced the defperate refolution of attempting the life of his fovereign. 
On the fifth of January, in the dufk of the evening, as the king was preparing to enter 
his coach, to go from Verfailles to Trianon, he was fuddenly, though flightly, wound- 
ed between the ribs, with a knife, in the prefence of his fon, and the midft of his guards, 
and the principal officers of the crown. The aflaffin had mingled with the crowd of 
courtiers, but was mftantly betrayed by his diftracled countenance. He declared that it 
never was his intention to kill the king; but that he only meant to wound him, that 
God might touch his heart, and incline him to reftore the tranquillity of his domi- 
nions, by re-eftablifhing the parliament, and banifhing the archbifhop of Paris, whom 
he had been taught to confider as the fource of the prefent commotions. In thefs 
frantic and incoherent declarations he perfifted amidfl the moft exquifite tortures, and 
it evidently appearing that the deranged ftate of his mind had been the fole caufe of 
his making the fatal attempt, he was configned to the hands of the executioner, and 
expiated his offence by a moft cruel death. 

As foon as the king was recovered, he applied himfelf afrefh to the extinction of the 
fatal difputes between the parliament and clergy. The archbifhop of Paris was again 
banifhed for having violated the laws, in the election of the fuperior of a convent : by 
an alternate difplay of firmnefs and moderation, Lewis fucceeded in reftoring a temporary 
calm ; the members of the parliament of Paris, who had given in their refignation, 
refumed their functions, and that court at length returned to the difcharge of their duties. 

The danger to which the king had been expofed would, doubtlefs, have produced a 
perfect union of parties, if Maupcou, the firft prefident of the parliament, and the prin- 
cipal minifters, D'Argenfon and Machault, had been fincerely defirous of promoting it : 
. but thefe three men had adopted the maxim of Tiberius — Divide et impera. On the fe- 
cond of February the two latter were, in confequence of fome court intrigues, difmiffed 
from their potts, at a time when their country flood in the greateft need of their talents 
and experience. The lofs which the government fuftained by their difmiflion was very 
ill fupplied by their fucccflbrs: Machault was fucceeded by Moras, and D'Argenfon by 
his nephew, the marquis de Paulmy. 
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All the arrangements being made, the plans fettled, and the operations fixed, an army 
marched into Germany, in the fpring of 1757, under the orders of marefchal D'Etrees, 
(marefchal Saxe being dead) who had under him the prince of Soubife. The marefchal, 
advancing towards the electorate of Hanover, traverfed Weltphalia, took poffeflion of 
Embden, fubjugated Heffe, and croffed the Wefer, without fighting. The duke of 
Cumberland, who commanded the Engliih army, ftrengthened by the troops of Bruni- 
wick and Hefle, continued to retreat before the marefchal, and at length pitched his 
camp in an advantageous fituation, near the village of Haftenbach. D'Etrees would, 
probably, not have attacked him, had not the complaints of the court, the farcaftic re- 
marks of the Parifians, and the intelligence he received that his enemies were labouring 
to procure his recall, urged him to the adoption of decifive meafures. 

The cabal of the prince of Soubife, aided by the intrigues of his filler, the countefs of 
Marfan, inceffantly exclaimed againft the tardinefs of marefchal D'Etrees, and called for 
a more active and enterprifing general. Madame de Pompadour was extremely offended 
at the conduct of D'Etrees in expreffmg his difpleafure with the prince of Soubife for 
having the prefumption to date his letters, From the army of Soubife : the marefchal, too, 
had farther difpleafed her by refufing to concert his operations with Duvernay, the com- 
miffary-general, a man fertile in refources, and fuppofed to underftand the art of war 
better than moft of the French generals. Duvernay was piqued at the marks of con- 
tempt bellowed on him by the marefchal , and he communicated his ideas on the fubject 
to his friends who enjoyed great influence at court. He himfelf was holden in high ef- 
timation by the king ; and was favoured with the protection of Madame de Pompadour, 
to whom he had rendered fervices at a time when fhe flood moft in need of them. 

Marefchal Richelieu embraced this opportunity to offer his fervices, and he had recourfe 
to the credit of Duvernay to get them accepted. Duvernay explained his plan to the 
king, in the prefence of madame de Pompadour, and the marquis de Paulmy ; he pro- 
pofed to march againft the king of Pruflia by the Elbe and the Oder: the French and 
Imperialifts were to attack Magdebourg ; and the Swedes and Ruffians to make an at- 
tempt upon Stetin. Provifions were collected on the Maefe, the Rhine, and the Wefer, 
and every precaution was taken to avert the difaiters that too frequently refult from 
waging war in a diftant country. 

As this plan, which feemed well-combined, offered the fairefl profpect of fuccefs, 
it met with the approbation of the king. The concurrence of Duvernay was neceffary 
to carry it into execution, and, as he and marefchal D'Etrees could not agree, it became 
indifpenfably requifite to appoint another general. As loon as this necellity was ac- 
knowledged by Lewis, Duvernay propofed the marefchal dukede Richelieu, and expa- 
tiated, with energy, on the confidence with which the conqueror of Minorca would in- 
fpire the troops, who were difcouraged by the temporifing conduct of D'Etrees. In or- 
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del to conciliate the approbation of madame de Pompadour, who was anxious to promote 
the prince de Soubife, he propofed that the prince fhould be entrufted with a feparate 
army of five- and -thirty thoufand men, at the head of which lie might acquire great re- 
putation, by compelling the king of Pruffia to evacuate Saxony. Marefchal D'Etrees, 
though pofleffed of great perfonal courage, appeared timid and reftlefs, the moment he 
was entrufted with the chief command: lefs eager after conqueff. than anxious to fecure 
a retreat, in cafe of misfortune, he was fearful of venturing too far. His progrefs was 
alfo impeded by another motive: the marquis of Puifieux, li is father-in-law, and Saint 
Severin, his oracles in politics, had infpired him with a rooted prejudice to the new fyf- 
tem ; and nothing c.in be more imprudent than to employ a man in the profecution of a 
fcheme which he does not approve; for though a fenfe of duty may, in fome inftances, 
overcome all perfonal confiderations, yet it difplays but little knowledge of the human 
heart to fuppofe that men will a£t, with zeal and alacrity, in oppofition to their inclina- 
tions. It may be a queftion, in the folution of which the moralift and politician will, 
pTobably, difagree, how far an officer is juftified in accepting a command when he feels 
an invincible repugnance to the principles on which the war is founded : — but both mora- 
lift and politician will, it is apprehended, agree in the opinion that a king or a minifter 
who employs an officer thus circmufianced, will find fome difficulty in juftifying his con- 
duct to the nation. Lewis, almoft determined to adopt the plan of Duvernay, lubmitted 
it to the confideration of the dauphin, with orders to communicate his fentiments on the 
fubjeft in writing. The prince, who poflefled a folid underftanding, improved by ftudy 
and obfervation, difplayed great judgment and acutenefs in his remarks, in confequence. 
of which the king aflembled his council, and ordered the members to prepare without de- 
by for putting the project in execution. 

Marefchal de Richelieu, who had promifed madame de Pompadour every thing fhe 
required for the prince of Soubife, was immediately nominated to fucceed marefchal' 
D'Etrees, and received orders to take the command of the army. Whatever precau- 
tions had been taken to conceal this tranfaclion from marefchal de Belleifle, the feeret 
committee, the motions of Richelieu, the exclamations of madame de Marfan, and va- 
rious other circumftances had excited fufpicions in his mind fufficiently ftrohg to induce 
him to write to his friend, marefchal D'Etrees, andadmonifh him, that if he wiftied to 
have the honour of the campaign, he muft be quick in his motions, orelfe another would 
deprive him of the glory. It was this feafonable admonition, that induced D'Etrees, on 
the twenty-fixth of July, to rifk the battle of Haftenbach, where he obtained a complete 
victory, for which he was principally indebted to Chevert, the marquis de Brehan, 
and fome other officers of diftindYion. The confequence of this victory was fuch, 
that the enemy's army, driven from a fortified camp, which they had occupied for a whole 
campaign, retreated twenty leagues from the field of battle. Hamelen, deflitute of' 
provifions and ammunition, furrendered on the firft fummons : Minden alked to capitu- 
late.: 
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late ; and Hanover fent her magiftrates to regulate the contributions to be levied on 
her citizens. 

Marefchal de Richelieu arrived at the army foon after the battle, of which he would 
have reaped all the honour, had he not waited at Strafburgh for the duchefs of Lauiagais, 
one of his miftreffes, who was on her return from an excurfion of pleafure. The conduit 
of the marquis of Brehan, colonel of the regiment of Picardv, who, by his example, 
had greatly contributed to the victory of Haftenbach, deferves to be recorded. The 
court, who had hitherto fuffered his fervices to pafs unnoticed and unrewarded, conferred 
on him, immediately after the battle, a penfion of two thoufand livres: Brehan, when 
he received the intelligence, replied, that pecuniary rewards had never been the object 
of his wifhes or purfuits ; and that he earneftly requeued the king to divide the penfion 
betvvcen fome officers in the regiment who had greater occafion for it. When defired to 
mention the names of thofe who had diftinguifhed themfelves, he anfvvered — " None of 
" us have diftinguilhed ourfel ves ; we have all fought bravely, and are ready to begin 
" again. I am therefore obliged to draw out the lift, according to feniority. As for 
" myfelf, having been refufed what I have hitherto afked, I cannot flatter my felf that 
•* my feeble efforts on the twenty-fixth will enable me to obtain it. In future, I fhall 
*' make my whole fortune confift in the efteem and friendfhipof the foldiers, which no 
** one can deprive me of." 

The new commander in chief was not fo indifferent to money. As his avarice was 
generally known, and as it was wifhed to deftroy that fpirit of rapine which prevailed 
among the troops, and converted an army of foldiers into a band of plunderers, the gen* 
eral fhould have been careful not to fet a bad example. Count de Bernis had been 
charged to propofe to Richelieu, previous to his departure, to fix his own falary, at as 
high a rate as he chofe ; but the marefchal rejected all limitation of his profits, and, veil- 
ing his avarice beneath a femblance of dignity, pretended that he ought not to renounce 
anv of the rights and emoluments of a commander, and that it fhould never be faid he had 
connived 3t a violation of the prerogatives attached to his poft . It was with this difpo- 
fition that he joined the army, and never did general adhere, with greater perfeverance, 
to any fyftem he had adopted. As he had fuffered the honour of the victory to efcape 
him, he refolved to make himfelf amends by reaping the fruits of it. He collected, by dif- 
ferent means, immenfe fums in Weftphalia and the electorate. The foldiers, flimulated 
by example, and emboldened by impunity, pillaged every place they approached, and dif- 
tinguifhed their general by the honourable appellation of Father Plunder 67 . Far from 
blufhing at this fhameful conduct, or even endeavouring to conceal it, he difplayed, on 
his return to Paris, the greateft pomp, and molt oftentatious magnificence : as if he had- 

*7 Duclos, torn. ii. r> 45 c - 

conceivsd 



646 HISTORY OF FRANCE.- [ l 757' 

conceived himfelf to be one of thofe proud victors who derived confequence from expof- 
ing to public view the fpoils of the conquered. He erected, on the Boulevards of Paris, 
afuperb ftru&ure, called, by the people, the, Pavilion d'Hanovre, which flill exhibits a 
monument of his pride and rapacity. 

Richelieu, profiting by the victory gained by his predeceflbr, preffed forwards, and 
fent the duke de Chevreufe to take poffeflion of the capital of the electorate. The ci- 
ties of Bi unfwick and Wolfenbuttle fubinitted to the French. The duke of Cumber- 
land, it* 1 1 retreating before the victor, made feveral propofals to Richelieu which the 
latter rejected, obferving that he had not been fent to negociate, but to fight. His 
anfwer was approved by the king, but no fooner was that approbation made known to 
Richelieu than he changed his conduct. The duke of Cumberland, pufhed from poft 
to port, at length, took refuge under the cannon of Stade ; where, finding himfelf 
furrounded on all fides, without a pombility of e-fcaping, he opened a negociation with 
the marefchal, by means of count Lynard, the Danifh ambaffador, who was in the 
intereft of England. This negociator offered the mediation of his mafter, the king 
of Denmark ; bellowed the higheft commendations on Richelieu ; and expatiated on 
the glory he would acquire from terminating the war, without an effufion of blood. 
He recalled to the mind of the marefchal, the brilliant titles of pacificator, preferver of 
Genoa, and conqueror of Minorca : and the king of Pruffia confirmed thefe eulogies 
in a letter to Richelieu. 

The marefchal then wrote to count de Bernis, and informed him that it was his 
intention to fhut up the Hanoverian army, in Bremen, Verden, and Stade, adding, 
that he had already communicated his defign to the prefident Ogier, the French refi- 
dent at the court; of Denmark; who, fuppofing that Richelieu had received his in* 
ftiuctions from the court, had adled in confequence with the king of Denmark. 

Some few days after he had written to Bernis, and without waiting for an an- 
fwer, marefchal de Richelieu concluded (on the eighth of September, 1757), tnc 
mous convention of Clofier- Seven, by which the French were left mailers of the 
electorate of Hanover, the landgraviate of Bremen, and the principality of Verden : 
while the troops of Brunfwick, Hefle, Saxe-Gotha, and all the other allies of Hano- 
ver (amounting, in the whole, to five-and-forty thoufand men), agreed to retire- 
into their refptctive countrits, there to oblcrve the moft perfect neutrality during 
the war : the Hanoverians were to take up their Rations, on the oppofite banks 
of the Elbe. 

It muft be obferved that neither the duke of Cumberland nor marefchal de Riche- 
lieu was autliorifed by his fovereign ; fo that cicumllances foon reduced this conven- 
tion to its juft value, by rendering it illufory. This was the molt capital fault 
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that was committed during the war, and was the caufe of all the fubfequent difafters. 
The courts of Vienna and Sweden openly cenfured the conduit of Richelieu ; and the 
court of France ought to have followed their example, and have fent a real general to 
fuperfede him in his command. The count de Bemis clearly perceived that he had fallen 
into a fnare; but he was of opinion, that, at the end of the campaign, there was no other 
remedy than that of ratifying what the general had done, fince, by difavowing him, the 
enemy might be furnifhed with a pretence for violating the convention, on the fir ft fa- 
vourable opportunity. The neceffary powers therefore were immediately fent to him 
for raifymg it, accompanied by a ftrong recommendation to take every poflible precau- 
tion tor enforcing the full execution of a treaty, which ought to have been a military 
capitulation, but which he had been weak enough to render a political convention, that 
the Engiifli might either ratify or not as they thought proper. 

When Richelieu was reproached with the fatal effefls of this' unfortunate convention, 
he pretended that the miniftry, by making him wait too long for the ratification, had 
deprived him of the fruits of it. It is true, indeed, that the Parallel of the condutl of 
the kings of France and England, which was publifhed by the French miniftry fome 
months after the tranfaction, imputes little or no blame on the fubjeft to the marefchal : 
but it was then their intereft to eftablifh the authenticity of a convention, with the 
violation of which they wifhed to reproach the Engiifli. That publication, too, was- 
drawn up by Buffy, the creature, and, formerly, thefecretary of Richelieu. 

While the French were lofing, in Germany, the fruits of their fuccefs, the Engiifli 
were endeavouring to repair their loffes. A formidable fleet, commanded by admiral 
Hawke, having on board twenty thoufand men, under general Mordaunt, appear- 
ed ofF the coaft of Aunis on the twenty-firft of September, and, on the twenty- 
third, call anchor at the ifle of Aix, at the mouth of the Charente. Vice-admiral du 
Barail, a very old officer, who could no longer ferve his country otherwife than by his 
advice, had long folicited the miniftry to put that ifland in a ftate of defence, and had 
prefented plans for that purpofe which would have been attended with very little exr 
pence; but all his remonftrances were difregarded, and all his plans rejected. 

The Engiifli propofed to deftroy the magazines at Rochefort, to make themfelves 
mafters of Rochelle, and to fpread defolation over the whole coaft. They might have 
fucceeded in a part of their defigns, but the firm countenance difplayed by the few 
troops that were collected on the fhore, kept them in awe: they did mot dare venture 
on a defcent, and, after throwing a few bombs, they fet fail for England on the firfl 
of October. 

The Engiifli were not more fuccefsful in Canada. The marquis de Vaudreuil de- 
molifhed their forts on the banks of the great river, and burned feveral buildings and 
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magazines in which they had collected arms and ammunition for fifteen thoufand men. 
He ordered the marquis de Montcalm to lay fiege to Fort Saint George, provided with 
every neceflary, and defended by three thoufand men, part of which were in the fort, 
and part in a fortified camp adjoining. Montcalm reduced it, after the trenches had been 
opened only five days, and immediately levelled it with the ground. Admiral Holborn 
attempted the fiege of Louifbourg, but his fleet was difperfed in a ftorm, and one of his 
Jhips of the line ftruck upon the rocks and was loft. That part of the fleet which 
had fuffered moft took, refuge in the colonies, and the reft returned to England. 

Hitherto the French had committed errors, and had derived no advantage from their 
fuccefles, but ftill they had not experienced any misfortunes. Their affairs however 
foon wore a different afpect. The king of Pruflia, leaving a body of troops for the 
protection of Saxony, advanced, in the month of April, towards Bohemia. On the 
fifth of May, he came in prefence of the Auftrian army, commanded by prince Charles 
of Lorraine, brother-in law to the emprefs-queen, who had under him, field- marefchal 
count Brown. The next dav he attacked, at the head of one hundred thoufand men, 
prince Charles, who had but half that number. Victory declared for the Pruffians, 
but they could not prevent the remains of the Auftrian army, confining of from thir- 
ty-five to forty thoufand men, from taking refuge in Prague, which was tolerably well 
flocked with provifions. This numerous garrifon did not deter the king of Pruflia 
from forming the fiege of the place, for the defence whereof, count Brown, though 
mortally wounded in the late action, gave his orders with the utmoft coolnefs and pre- 
fence of mind. Frederick pufhed the fiege with vigour ; and threw fuch a prodigious 
quantity of bombs and red-hot balls, into the place, that the town was half confumed 
by fire. The fiege had continued fix weeks, when marefchal count Daun, having af- 
iembled an army, advanced to the relief of Prague. When he came within fight of 
the Pruflian camp, he made a retrograde march, in order to give an opportunity to 
fome other troops to join him, and to avoid being attacked bv the whole of the Pi uflian 
army at once. Frederick miflook this manoeuvre for a mark of timidity, and, leaving 
the condudt of the fiege to marefchal Keith, marched, with the prince de Bevern, to 
• attack count Daun. The count, having taken pofieffion of an advantageous poft at Cof- 
ternitz, waited, with firmnefs, the approach of the Pruflians. They attacked him, four 
different times, with great impetuofity, and were as often repulfcd with lofs. At the 
fifth attack, Daun, perceiving that their vigour diminifhed, and that they loft ground, 
refolved to attack them in his turn ; and he charged them with fuch fury, that he pierced 
their ranks, and threw the whole army into confufion. The king of Pruflia, unable to 
rally his troops, retired with precipitation. 

The moment prince Charles received intelligence of this victory, he fallied from the 
town, attacked marefchal Keith in his lines (on the twentieth of June\ forced his en- 
trenchments, killed more than two thoufand of his men, and put the reft to flight. Six 
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days after, Count Brown died, at Prague, of the wounds he had received in the action of 
the fixth of May, with the confolation of having feen his defeat revenged. The king 
of Pruffia, unable to keep the field, diltributed his army in Silefia and Saxony, and eva- 
cuated Bohemia. This check was followed by feveral others. The Ruffians entered 
Ducal Pruffia ; and general Haddick, at the head of a body of Auftrians, entered Bran- 
denburgh, and extended his incurfions as far as Berlin, where he levied contributions on 
the inhabitants. The terror was fo great at his approach, that the royal family, fearful 
of being carried off" by the enemy, fled to Spandau ; and not thinking themfelves in fafcty 
even there, took refuge in Magdebourg. 

The ftates of the empire, which, being at firft thrown into conflernation by the rapid 
conquefts of the Pruffian monarch, had not dared to declare themfelves, now haftened to 
furnifh their contingency; and the combined army, under the command of the prince 
of Saxe-Hildburghaufen, effecled a junction, in Saxony, with the troops under the 
prince de Soubife. The Swedes, meanwhile, entered Pruffian Pomerania, where they 
reduced feveral places. 

Every thing feemed to announce the ruin of the king of Pruffia. The different ar- 
mies that preffed upon him, without rifking any thing that could furnifh him with an op- 
portunity for difplaying his military talents, might have reduced him to the neceffity of 
fuing for peace on fuch terms as the victors fhould chufe to prefcribe. It was in the 
midft. of this diftrefs, that he contributed, by his flattery, to feduce marefchal de Riche- 
lieu, by leading him to conclude the convention of Clofter-Seven No prince knew 
mankind better than Frederick, nor did any one poffefs the ait of corrupting them, in a 
more eminent degree, or that of profiting by their corruption. Candour, however, mull: 
fuperinduce the acknowledgment, that diftrefs, however poignant, never deprived him of 
his courage, nor of that prefence of mind which is requifite to employ it to advantage. 
In the midft of his misfortunes he preferved that tone of pleafantry which befpeaks a 
mind in full poffeffion of its faculties. " //"" — faid he — " I /hould be deprived of all 
** my pojfejjions, I flatter myfelf, at leajl, that there is no fovereign but mould be glad to have 
** me for his general 63 ." 

Frederick, having been apprized, that the king of England, aftonifhed at the fuccefs 
of the French arms, difplayed an inclination for peace, wrote a lpirited letter to that 
monarch, which he circulated on the continent, and in which he reminded him, in a 
tone of fuperiority, of their mutual engagements. Though the king of Pruffia enter- 
tained no very great hopes of triumphing over fuch a formidable combination of ene- 
mies, he neverthelefs fpared no pains to eftablifh his fuperiority. He endeavoured to 
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perfuade the Proteftants, that their religion was deeply concerned in the war ; and, 
notwithftancling the indifference, or rather contempt, he difplaycd for the different fects, 
he declared himfelf the protector of the Proteftant Faith. It is certain, the Proteftants. 
could not confider the eledtor of Saxony as their protector, fince Auguftus, and after- 
wards his fon, had abjured their religion, in order to obtain the precarious title of king 
of Poland. 

The Proteftants in the Imperial army marched, with regret, againft the king of Pruf- 
fta, who, being ft ill in poffeflion of Saxony, had revived the fpirits of his troops, and 
kept himfelf in a poflure of defence, waiting for an opportunity of attacking his ene- 
mies, which foon prefented itfelf. 

The plan of the campaign, prefented to the prince de Soubife, was to harafs the Pruf- 
fians, without rilking a general action, and he was by no means inclined to exceed his or- 
Jers. He had not ceafed, fince the beginning of the campaign, to afk for a reinforce- 
ment with which inarefchal de Richelieu had promifed to fupply him, but which he did 
not feem difpofed to fend. Richelieu, notwithstanding the difpleafure of madame de 
Pompadour, to which he expofed himfelf by fuch conduct, took all pofiible meafures to 
frullrate the efforts of the prince de Soubife. After concluding the imprudent conven- 
tion of Clofter-Seven, he neglected every precaution that was neceffary to enfure its exe- 
cution. Inftead of keeping a ftrong force in readinefs to act, in cafe it were violated, he- 
left Villemurwith fix battalions and the fame number of fquadrons, to keep in awe five- 
and-forty thoufand men, who, there was every, reafon to believe, would embrace the firft 
opportunity that fhould occur for breaking the treaty. Under pretence of repairing in 
perfori to the afliftance of Soubife, he made a march of fourteen days to Halberftadt, 
and remained there fix weeks. Nothing can more ftrongly prove that there was as much 
incapacity as artifice in his conduct, than the circumftance of his paffxng fo much time, 
in a fhte of inactivity, within fix leagues of Magdebourg, where he knew there were 
only two thoufand recruits. He, at length, determined to fend thirty battalions to the 
prince de Soubife, retained fifty, with a body of cavalry, and diflributed the reft in quar.- 
fers on the banks of the Rhine, under pretence that a fcarcity of provifions prevailed 
in the camp, which was literally the cafe, fince he had either fold or diffipated what was 
deftincd for the fupport of the troops- 

Since the prince de Soubife had effected a junction with the forces of the empire, he- 
found himfelf, as a fimple auxiliary, furbordinate to the prince of Saxe-Hildburg r 
haufen, general of the Imperial army. He-was on the point of being carried off by a 
Pruffian detachment, which arrived only a quarter of an hour too late ; and a final 1 de- 
gree of penetration would have fufficed to convince him that he was betrayed by the 
count of Gotha, and by Hildburghaufen, who was ftrongly difpofed to favour the king 
of Pruffia 6 *. 
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Frederick, attentive to all that pafled, conceived that there was little to fear from the 
army of the empire, compofed of difcordant parts, ill-organized, and ftill worfe affefteJ 
to the common caufe. Encouraged by the refult of his obfervations, he continued to 
advance, taking care, however, always to chufe his ports with juJgment. On the 
other hand, Paris and the court exclaimed againft the timid conduit of the prince de 
Soubife ; and his fifter, the counted of Marfan, had great difficulty in defending him. 

The character of the French general was no better calculated to infpire Frederick 
with awe than the troops with confidence. After having repeatedly vanquifhed the Auf- 
trians, the Pruffian monarch would have been extremely nattered in obtaining fome ad- 
vantage over the French, but he was refolved not to run any rifle which prudence did 
not warrant. He knew what influence the fuccefs or difafters of a firft campaign had, 
in France, on the fubfequent operations of a war. It was with this difpofition, after 
having laid his plan with the utmoft fagacity, and difplayed the greateft ikill in the 
choice of his poft, that he pitched his camp in front of the Imperial army. 

Whether from imprudence, prefumption, or fome more culpable motive, the prince of 
"Hildburghaufen refolved on attacking the king of Pruflia, who had drawn up his forces, 
near Rofbach, between two hills, on which he had erected various batteries. Several 
councils of war were aflembled, and the prince de Soubife, faithful to his inftructions, 
evinced the greateft repugnance to rifk a battle. Revel, younger brother to the duke de 
Broglio, led away by the valour natural to his family, warmly fupported the opinion of 
Hildburghaufen. The prince de Soubife, however, ftill refifted, nor did he yield until 
he received a note from the marquis de Stainville — afterwards duke de Choifeul — the 
French ambaflador at Vienna, adviling and exhorting him to engage. 

The prince de Soubife was thus perfuaded to ri(k the battle of Rofbach, which was 
fought in the month of November, 1757. The fuperiority of the Pruffian difcipline 
prevailed over the unconnected efforts of the allies. The troops of the Circle fled at 
the firft onfet : the French cavalry were routed in an inftant by the Pruffian artillery : a 
general panic pervaded the troops: the French infantry retired in diforder before fix bat- 
talions of Pruffians : the rout foon became univerfal; and itfeemed as if the troops had 
prefented themfelves to the enemy not with a view to fight, but with a previous deter- 
mination to run away. Two regiments of Swifs were all that remained on the field of 
battle; and the prince de Soubife, rufhing through the thickeft of the fight, placed him- 
felf at their head, and made them retreat in good order 70 . 

The news of this defeat threw the Parifians into the greateft confternation, and their 
only confolation confifted in the hope that the prince de Soubife, to whom they unjuft- 
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]y afcribed this difafier, would be fpeedily recalled. While the king of Pruflia was tri- 
umphant at Rofbach, he loft Silefia. General Nadafti had taken Schweidnitz; and 
prince Charles, feconded by that officer, attacked, on the twenty-fecond of November, 
the prince de Bevern, forced his entrenchments in the vicinity of Breflau, and, after tak- 
ing a great number of prifoners, made himfelf mafter of that city. 

The king of Pruflia began his march, with incredible diligence, towards Silefia, ef- 
fected a junction with Bevern, attacked prince Charles near Lifla, on the fifth of De- 
cember, and obtained a molt complete victory. Though the action lafled but a fhort 
time, near forty thoufand men were taken or difperfed, and Frederick recovered Breflau. 
From that moment the king of Pruflia affumed the tone of a conqueror, and began to 
announce his projects of revenge againft thofe ftates of the empire who had furnifhed 
their contingency. He particularly intended to lay wafte the ecclefiaftical electorates, 
which he called taking a round in the flreet of the priejls. Count D'Argenfon apprized, 
in his retirement, of all public occurrences, by his nephew, Paulmy, embraced the op- 
portunity to circulate, in Paris, a memorial againft the treaty of Verfailles. The fmall 
number of perfons who had not approved of the treaty exclaimed, with great violence, 
againft thofe who had regarded it as a chef-d'ceuvre of policy ; while thefe laft forgot or 
dilavowed the praifes they had beftowed on it ; and the majority of the public, who al- 
ways judge from events, confidered it as the caufe of all fubfequent difafters. 

On the firft news of the defeat of Rofbach, count de Bernis, who had not been the 
warmeft advocate for the treaty, although he had figned it, being of opinion that nothing 
could fucceed with a council difunited, and generals deftitute of abilities, openly declared 
to the king that he muft not expect to continue the war with greater fuccefs than he had 
experienced at the commencement of it 1 that neither France nor the empire had generals 
fit to oppofe the king of Pruflia and prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick : that it was necef- 
fary, therefore, to accelerate the conclufion of a peace, and toreferve, for a more favour, 
able conjuncture, the effects of a treaty of friendfhip which might ftill fubfift. 

Madame de Pompadour, regarding the treaty as her work, and the emprefs as her 
friend, was extremely enraged at the propofal of the count de Bernis. She expatiated 
on the difgrace and danger of abandoning the emprefs, who had juft recovered the great- 
er part of Silefia; for the battle of Lifta had not then taken place : fhe added, that 
that princefs might be induced, in a moment of diffatisfactio;i, to treat with the king of 
Pruflia, and unite with the Englifh. The king, more mortified than difcouraged by the 
defeat of Rofbach, was by no means inclined to peace, and had written a letter of confo- 
lation to the prince de Soubifc: he was moreover fenfible of the difficulty of perfuad- 
ing the emprefs to liften to terms of accommodation, and even of making her fuch a 
propofal. 
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During the debates on this fubject, intelligence arrived at Paris of the defeat of the 
Auflrians at Liffa. Count de Bernis availed himfelf of this circumftance to reprefent to 
the king that, during the conflernation which prevailed at the court of Vienna, it would 
not be impoffible to prevail on the emprefs to conclude a peace. The Hanoverians, the 
[ Heffians, and their allies, emboldened by the difgrace of the French, and the fuccefs of 
the king of Pruffia, broke the convention of Clofter-Seven, (under pretence that Lewis 
had delayed to ratify it until he -had received the news of the defeat at Rofbach ) and 
fupplied the count de Bernis with frefh arguments in favour of peace ; and the council, 
having adopted the fame opinion, the king at length permitted a negociation with the 
emprefs to be opened. 

Marefchal de Richelieu, perceiving the confequences of his convention, be^an to 
be apprehenfive of effects ftill more fatal, and paffed from one extreme to another ;— - 
from confidence to fear. He caufed a propofal to be made, by his friend Dumefnil, to 
prince Ferdinand, for the efbablifhment of a neutrality, during the winter, between the 
French and Pruffians. The emprefs expreffed the utmoft indignation at this proceeding, 
and immediately wrote to Lewis, who forbade the marefchal to proceed any farther in 
the bufinefs : but the fimple propofal had one bad effect, inafmuch as it afforded the 
king of Pruffia an opportunity of infpiring the Auflrians with a miftruft of the defigns 
of the French, which their conciliatory projects were calculated to augment. 

Richelieu then left Halberftadt with the troops that were with him, and recalled thofe 
which he had fent into quarters on the Rhine, many of whom perifhed from the incle- 
mency of the ieafon, and the fatigues of a long and toilfome march. As foon as the 
army was affembled, he called a council of war, all the members whereof, anxious to ap- 
proach the frontiers of France, unanimoufly voted for the evacuation of the electorate ; 
but the marefchal, rejecting their advice, and refilling their felicitations, marched, on 
the twenty-fifth of December, towards prince Ferdinand, who retired at his approach. 

The two armies then returned to their winter quarters. The marefchal allured the 
miniftry, with his ufual confidence, that his troops were fo ftationed that they could not 
be attacked, and he returned to court ; where the dread of his cabals, of which the fair 
fex always conftituted the principal ftrength, procured him a better reception than he de- 
ferved, or would, otherwife, have experienced. He had foon, however, occafion to per- 
ceive that he mull not expect to command another campaign. The ftrictures of the 
public on his exactions neither excited lhame nor remorfe ; and he repaired to his go- 
vernment of Guienne, where he diftreffed the inhabitants by the expence and profuhon 
which he exacted for his reception and residence in the province. 

While meafures were taking for perfuading the emprefs to confent to an accommo- 
dation, the count de Bernis, apprehenfive that they might prove ineffectual, opened a 

negociation. 
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negotiation for concluding an o Sen five treaty with the court of Denmark. The af- 
fair was conducted between the two cabinets, through the medium of the prefident 
Ogier, without the intervention of Vedelfrife, the Danifli minifter at Verfailles. 
It was propofed to cede Oftfrife to Denmark, with an immediate fupply of fix mil- 
lions, to be deducted from the ufual fubfidies : but when the money came to be paid, the 
comptroller-general of the finances violating his promife, difabled the minifter from mak- 
ing good his engagement. The French, indeed, reaped the advantage of preventing 
the Danes from accepting the offers of England ; but the tranfaction reflected great 
difhonour on the French government 7 *. — At the fame time the duke of Mecklen- 
burg was prevailed on to grant a paffage to the French troops over the Elbe, and to al- 
low them to open a communication with the Swedes. 

As the minifters who had been placed at the head of the war-department, and 
that of the finances, had difplayed a total incapacity to difcharge the duties of their 
refpective nations, that of the latter was given to Boulogne, and the office of fecreta- 
ry at war was conferred on marefchal de Belleifle, who took, as an afliftant, general 
Ciemille, a man of ftrict honour and good abilities. In order to ftrengthen the coun- 
cil, on this partial change, count de Bernis propofed to recal Chauvelin, the former 
keeper of the feals, and the count de Maurepas ; but the firft was rejected by the king, 
and the laft by madame de Pompadour. The efforts of Bernis to procure a feat in the 
council for the duke de Nivernois, proved equally fruitlcfs ; the talents which that 
nobleman was known to poffefs were inefficient to triumph over the repugnance of 
madame de Pompadour againft all who were connected with the count de Maurepas, 
by the ties of blood or of friendfhip ; and the duke de Nivernois had, therefore, a dou- 
ble claim to her hatred. 

Although Bernis had received orders to open a negotiation for a peace between the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin, or, at lean 1 , to difengage the French from the difpute, he 
was aware that thefe orders had been given with extreme reluctance. The council, 
and particularly the dauphin, were extremely defirous of peace, but the king was by no 
•means inclined to it, and madame de Pompadour was extremely averfe from it. The 
latter was very anxious to have the chief command of the troops conferred on the 
prince de Soubife, who had promifed to efface the difgrace which the French had expe- 
rienced at Rofbach ; but the miniftry prudently confined him to the command of a 
body of two thoufand four hundred men deftined to reinforce the Imperialifts under 
gcneial Daun. 

7" Duclos, torn. ii. p. .474. 
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A. D. 1758.] The count de Clermont, was appointed to fucceed Richelieu ; in the 
belief that a prince of the blood, refpectable from his birth, and efteemed for his cou- 
rage, would infpire the troops with confidence, and eradicate that fpirit of rapine 
which had defcended from the general to the foldier. He went to Hanover, in the 
beginning of February, and finding his troops, weakened by difeafe, unable to face prince 
Ferdinand, who commanded the Hanoverians, united to the forces of HefTe and Brunf- 
wick, fince the rupture of the convention of Clofter- Seven, he evacuated the electo- 
rate, towards the end of the month, in order to approach, the banks of the Rhine, and 
to facilitate the means of fubfiftence. 

The firfr. exploit of prince Ferdinand was the reduction of Harbourg, where the 
gallant defence of Pereufe procured from the enemy the moll honourable terms of ca- 
pitulation. The pofleflion of the towns fucceffively abandoned by the French tend- 
ed to enfure the confidence of the Pruffians. Prince Ferdinand compelled the count 
de Clermont to retire beyond the Rhine ; and, at the battle of Crevelt, fought on the 
twenty-third of J\ine, he drove him from the field with confiderable lofs, and forced him 
to take fhelter under the eannon of Cologne. This defeat was the more difaflrous, as, 
if the count de Clermont could have maintained- his ground, prince Ferdinand would 
himfelf have been obliged to retreat. The count de Gifors, fon to the marefchal de 
Belleifle, was killed in the action. His death was a national lofs : fince, at the early 
age of twenty-five, before the talents of mod men are anived at maturity, he was 
confidered as an experienced captain, and an able ftatefman. 

The prince de Soubife, with a view to oblige prince Ferdinand to pafs the Rhine, and 
haften to the defence of his country, entered HefTe, and, on the twenty-third of July,, 
defeated a body of troops under the command of prince Ifembourg. On the tenth of 
October he obtained another advantage over the enemy, in the vicinity of Lauter- 
bourg, and, thereby, fupplied the court with a pretence for honouring him with the 
marefchal's ftafE 

Count de Clermont, meanwhile, was thrown into fuch conflernation by the defeat 
he had fuftained, that he perGfted in his refolution to continue his retreat, and to leave 
the Netherlands expofed to the incurfions of the Pruffians. The king, however, im- 
peded his retrograde progrefs, and, having recalled him under pretence of a concern 
for his health, appointed Contades to fucceed him, who was decorated Oil the occafion 
with the dignity of marefchal of France.. 

In the courfe of this war fuch was the conduct of the French generals that the public 
were continually anxious to have them recalled without knowing where to find better, 
La Clue, with no other merit than that of having been governor to the duke de Pen- 
theiavre, admiral of France, was entrufted with the command of a fquadron of fix fail 
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of the line and two frigates, amply provided with every neceflary, and, after fullering 
himfelf to be blocked up in the harbour of Carthagena, during the greater part of fix 
months, returned to'Toulon, with only one half of his fleet. 

I 

The kings of England and Pruffia, in confequence of a renewal of their treaty, on 
the eleventh of .April, exerted their utmoft efforts to attack France and the emprefs, 
in various quarters, at the fame time. Louifbourg, which had been faved, by means of a 
florm, the preceding year, now fell into the hands of the Englifh. This place, upon 
which immenfe fums of money had been expended, was in fuch a bad ftate, that the 
beafls of burden entered it with as much eafe through the breaches in the walls as 
through the gates. 

In Europe, admiral Anfon, with a fleet of twenty-fix fail of the line, twelve frigates, 
a great number of fire-fhips, and bomb veflels, and a hundred fail of tranfports, having 
on board fixteen thoufand men, appeared off the French coaft. With twenty fhips An- 
fon blocked up the port of Breit, while the reft of his fleet favoured the defcent of the 
troops at Cancale. The difembarkation took place on the feventh of June, and the 
army, advancing towards Saint Malo, took poiTeifion of the fuburb of Saint Servan, 
which is only feparated from the town by the harbour. They burned the rope-houfes, 
the magazines, and eighty fail of- merchantmen and privateers, but did not venture to at- 
tack the town. On receiving intelligence that fome troops were advancing to the re- 
lief of the place, they re-embarked on the tenth, and, after being d«tained ten days at 
Cancale by contrary winds, returned to England. 

At the beginning of Auguft Anfon again blocked up the port of Breft, and, on the 
fixth of that month, commoJore Howe appeared before Cherbourg, which he bombarded, 
while the troops, under the command of general Bligh, landed, carried off all the can- 
non that was in the town, barbed twenty-five or thirty merchantmen, compelled the in- 
habitants to pay a heavy contribution in order to exempt themlelves from pillage; ra- 
. vaged the adjacent country ; and re-embarked, on the fourth of September, at Saint Lu- 
nairc, two leagues from Cherbourg, on the oppofite fide of the river Ranee. The ad- . 
vaiiced forts preventing the EngKfh from attacking the town, they laid wafie the fur- 
rounding country ; and general Bligh is accufed, by the French hiftorians, of having 
fandYioned the exercife of rigours, and the commiffion of depredations, unauthorized by 
the laws of war 7 *. 

Although he had a numerous band of chofen troops, he is faid to have retired with 
precipitation before a few regiments of French, fupported by an undifciplined band of 
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militia and armed peafants, collected in hafte, and headed by fome gentlemen of the 
country. If the duke D'Aiguillon, commander in chief in the province of Brittany, 
had feconded the zeal of the inhabitants, it has been afferted that not an Englifhman 
would have cfcaped ; but that general was fearful that an opportunity for acquiring dif- 
tindHon might, by fome unforefeen accident, be converted into an occafion for incurring 
difgrace. When he had it in his power to attack the enemy to advantage, he only pro- 
fited by their terror to accelerate their retreat. M. D'Aubigny, who ferved under the 
duke D'Aiguillon, impatient at receiving no orders to attack, ventured to engage with- 
out orders, and commanded the regiment of Bourbonnois to rufh forwards. A volun- 
teer corps of Breton gentlemen immediately joined the firft rank of grenadiers, and the 
chevalier de la Tour D'Auvergne, colonel of the regiment, quitting his poft, defired to 
have the honour of placing himfelf at their head. They were immediately joined by 
the regiments of Brie and Marbeuf, and a battalion of militia ; when they attacked the 
Englifh, drove them from their entrenchments, and, following them into the fea, until 
the water reached their waiffs, there engaged them, for fome time, hand to hand. The 
carnage was great : the Englifh loft two thoufand men ; and as many more, unable to 
reach the fhips, were obliged to climb up the rocks, and were taken after the action 7J . 

But though the Englifh were thus partially foiled in their efforts, they, neverthelefs, 
accomplifhed the principal object of their expedition, by preventing the French troops 
from quitting the coafts to reinforce their armies in Germany. By continually moving 
them, too, from one part of the coaft to another, expences were occafioned that tended 
to encreafe the derangement of the finances. It was fo great, at this period, that the 
minifter of the marine department could only provide for one expedition, which requir- 
ed but little money, though, had it fucceeded, it would have proved highly ufeful to the 
flate. This was a project to intercept the Englifh Eaft- India fleet on its return to Eu- 
rope, by fending out one fhip of the line and two frigates to cruize off Saint Helena. 
But adivifion between the officers, joined to fome grofs mifconduct, rendered the enter- 
prize abortive; and though they fell in with four Eaft Indiamen at one time, and two 
at another, and had it in their power to take them, they fuffered them to efcape, and had 
afterwards the mortification to be anchored alongfide of them, in the bay of All Saints, 
a neutral port, where the Englifh captains ridiculed the folly and unfkilfulnefs of their 
adverfaries. 

During thefe operations, the count de Bernis determined, in cafe his efforts to promote 
a peace fhould prove fruitlefs, to procure an exact ftate of the finances, that he might be 
able to appreciate the refources of the nation for fupporting the war. This account 
was, by the king's, orders, delivered to him by the comptroller-general ; aud it prefented 
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a profpect To difcouraging, that the count was moft ferioufly alarmed. It appearing ne- 
ceflary to enforce the mod rigid economy, in every department of the ftate, he obtained 
from the emprefs a confiderable reduction of the fubfidy paid her by the French ; and ef- 
fected a reform in the king's houfhold that operated a confiderable diminution of the 
annual expenditure. Being appointed fecretary for foreign affairs, on the refignation of 
Rouille, he procured the emprefs 's confent to a farther reduction of her fubfidy ; but all 
his regulations being inadequate to the formation of able generals, he redoubled his ef- 
forts for putting an end to the war. 

In order to reconcile madame de Pompadour to the meafure he had determined to en- 
force, he pointed out to her, in a private conference, the impoflibility of maintaining a 
conteft which had already involved the kingdom in infinite diftrefs. The lady, how- 
ever, was not convinced by his arguments, and he experienced from her much greater 
refiftance than from 'the emprefs herfelf. In vain did he reprefent that all the difafters 
which had occurred were imputed to her and to himfelf. The public were not apprized 
of his oppofition to the firft propofal for concluding a treaty with the court of Vienna ; 
of the objections which he had urged ; the precautions he had adopted ; and the prelimi- 
naries he had exacted : they were ignorant of the fecrct articles of the treaty, fo advan- 
tageous to France, and fo eafy to enforce, had fhe been pofleffed of generals, able, up- 
right, and experienced. Thofe minifters who had been the firft to applaud the treaty, 
now meanly difavowed all participation in an event which did not anfvver their expecta- 
tions. Without imitating their conduct, Bernis enforced theneceffity of giving way to 
circumftances. He reprefented that all the public knew was, that he had figned a treaty, 
the confequences of which had proved fo fatal; that he was confidered as the fole au- 
thor of that treaty ; and that madame de Pompadour was accufed, with greater juftice, 
of having originally fuggefted it, and of now wifhing to continue the war, in order to 
procure a command for the prince de Soubife. The favourite was highly difpleafed at 
the count's obfervations, and, on his declaration, that if he fhould fail in his endeavours 
to obtain the king's confent to a peace, he would refign his poft, that he might no lon- 
• gcr be fufpected of wifhing to continue the war, fhe remarked that fuch a proceeding 
would difplay a want of gratitude, and, that, after all the favours he had received, his 
refignation would be deemed no great facrificc to his honour. " The king and the pub- 
" lie" — replied the count — " will judge more favourably than you imagine, when they 
" fee me refign my abbics, renounce the promife of a cardinal's hat, and content myfelf 
" with the priory of La Charite, to which any other ecclefiaftic of diflinction would be 
" entitled, without having rendered the fmalleft fervicc to the ftate 7 V 

Bernis declared his opinion, with the fame candour and freedom, in the council ; he 
ihewed that the treaty could not, under the prefent circumftances, have efFect ; though 
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the fame good intelligence might continue to fubfilt between the courts of France and 
Vienna ; and that the plan had failed through the diflentions which prevailed between the 
generals, the rupture of the convention of Clofter-Seven, and the annihilation of the 
French marine. He added, that the army would infallibly be compelled to repafs the 
Rhine ; that the cmprefs, from want of her ufual fubfidies, would be difabled from act- 
ing with vigour and effect ; and that the only refource that remained was to procure the 
armed mediation of Spain. Although the king evinced a defire to continue the war, the 
whole council, and particularly the dauphin, declared for peace ; and the count de Bernis, 
in confequence, received orders from Lewis to negociate, for that purpofe, with the court 
of Vienna. 

The emprefs was extremely mortified at the profpedt of being obliged to fufpend her 
Tefentment again ft the king of Pruffia ; but, unable to combat the arguments alledged 
by the French, fhe gave her confent to the negotiation for a peace. The marquis de 
Stainville, the French ambaffador at Vienna, charged to negociate the bufinefs with the 
emprefs, had implicitly followed the inftruclions of Bernis, fo long as he had confidered 
him as the favourite minifter of madame de Pompadour, and as he had conceived that no 
difference of opinion could poffibly arife between them. But, although he had negotiat- 
ed, and fent to court the emprefs's confent to the conclufion of a peace, as foon as he~ 
.percelved, by the letters of madame de Pompadour, how much fhe regretted the pacific 
fyftem that had been adopted, he began to apprehend that Bernis no longer enjoyed the 
fame degree of favour. He knew with what facility madame de Pompadour paffed from 
the extreme of attachment to that of diflike; and, refolving to avail himfelf of the op- 
portunity, he formed a plan for the ruin of Bernis, whofe moft flexible inftrument he 
had hitherto been, and for promoting his own elevation at the expence of that minifter. 

With this view he told the emprefs, and wrote word to madame de Pompadour, that 
count de Bernis was too eafily difcouraged ; that affairs were by no means defperate ; and 
that it was ftill eafy to repair paft difafters, and to recover the ground that had been loft. 
Thefe ideas fo perfectly coincided with the wifhes of the parties to whom they were 
communicated, that they were immediately adopted. Madame de Pompadour had no 
difficulty to perfuade the king to renounce meafures which he had been led to purfue 
much againft his will ; and the continuation of the war was forthwith refolved on. 

Bernis — who had juft received the cardinal's hat — after many vain remonftrances on 
the evil confequences of this imprudent refolution, perceiving that he could not, with 
honour, continue to be the inftrument of a fyftem he difapproved, refigned his poft, and 
was fucceeded by the marquis de Stainville, created, on his admiffion to the council- 
board, duke de Choifeul, who continued the war, for four years, which period was mark- 
ed by an accumulation of misfortunes. 
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A. D. 1759 to 1762.] Nothing tends more to the difcouragement of troops than a 
frequent change of generals ; and to this circumftance, and the caufes which produced it, 
may moft of the lofTes fuftained by the French, during the prefent war, be afcribed. 
The event that moft fignaliaed the campaign of 1759, was the memorable battle of 
Miden ; at which prince Ferdinand, by a feigned divifion of his army, accompanied by 
fome mafterly manoeuvres, induced marefchal de Contades to rifk an engagement. The 
aftion took place on the firft of Auguft. At the beginning of the day the French 
cavalry attacked the Englifh infantry with uncommon fury, but they experienced fo 
warm a reception, that two regiments were almoft wholly deftroyed. Two battalions of 
foot, fent to their relief, incurred a fimilar fate. As foon as the center of the French 
army was broken, and the reft of the troops, unable any longer to maintain their ground, 
were preparing to retreat, prince Ferdinand ordered the Englifh horfe to advance; but 
their commander, lord George Sackville, either from a mifconftrucVion of the order, or 
from fome motive more culpable, preferved his ftation, and thereby gave an opportunity 
to the French to eftedt their retreat without much confufion. 

After this defeat Contades was recalled, and the duke de Broglio, who, in confequence 
of a victory he had obtained over the princes of Brunfwick, on the thirteenth of April, 
had been honoured with the dignity of marefchal of France, was appointed to fucceed 
him : though his fubfequent defeat on the heights of Warbourg, in which the prince of 
Rohan-Rochefort, the marquiffes of Caftre, Betifi, and Valence, the count de la Tour 
du Pin, and a prodigious number of inferior officers, were wounded, feemed little calcu- 
lated to juftify the choice of his fovereign. 

The recital of battles, memorable for no particular exertion of military fkill, produc- 
tive of no important effe&s, and marked only by an ufelefs effufion of blood, certainly 
forms the leaft injiruftivc, and, it is hoped, theleaft amujing, part of hiftory. We fhall, 
therefore, briefly notice the fucteeding operations in the field, and haften to that period 
when the return of peace prefents a more pleafing profpeft to the hiftorian. On the 
tenth of July, 1760, Broglio attacked a body of thirty thoufand Hanoverians at Cor- 
bach, under the command of the hereditary prince of Brunfwick, a young hero, whofe 
impetuous courage, difdaining the falutary precepts of prudence, led him to engage 
the French before prince Ferdinand could arrive to his affiftance : the confequence of 
this temerity was a total defeat, by means of which the French opened to themfelves a 
paffage into the principality of Hcffe. 

On the fixteenth of October following, the marquis de Caftries engaged and defeated 
the hereditary prince at Rhmeberg, on the Lower Rhine, where he forced him to repafs 
the river, and to raife the fiege of Wefel : an event that happened, on this occafion, 
though almoft overlooked at the time, deferves to be recorded in hiftory. The cheva- 
lier D'Affas, a captain in the regiment D'Auvergne, having been fent on a reconnoitring- 
party, 
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pzny, in the night preceding the battle, fell id with a detachment of the enemy, and, 
being advanced before his men, was immediately furrounded and fecured. The enemy 
then told him that if he uttered a word they would put him to death ; but, lefs mindful 
of his own perfonal fafety, than anxious to fecure his men from a furprize, he boldly 
called out to them to advance. He had no fooner pronounced the fatal word than he was 
inhumanly maflacred; but his generous defign was accomplifhcd ; fince the enemy, be- 
ing difcovered, were compelled to retire with lofs. 

l 1 

Some other trifling advantages in Germany tended to afford fome little confolation to 
the French for the loffes they experienced in other quarters, and reconciled thein to the 
conduct and command of marefchal Broglio. At the commencement of the year 1761, 
M. de Narbonne diftinguifhed himfelf by his able and courageous defence of Fritzlar, 
befieged by the enemy; and the gratitude of the nation added the name of the town to- 
that of his family. In the month of March, the army of the hereditary prince, who 
profited almohV as much by a defeat as by a victory, was routed at Altenhayn, in the vi- 
cinity of Grimberg, and the enemy were thereby compelled to raife the fiege of CafTel, 
and to evacuate the principality of Heffe, into which they had made a fudden irruption. 
By this means, the French remained mailers of the Landgraviate, and the cities of Mai- 
den and Gottingen ; and fecured a free paffage into the electorate of Hanover. Their 
affairs began to wear a favourable afpedt ; as prince Ferdinand, by his exertions of fkill, 
had only been able to retard, not to prevent, the fuccefs of their arms, and the junction 
of the forces under Soubife with the army of Broglio, gave to the French fuch a 
decifive fuperiority, as muft have enfured fuccefs to their meafures, but for a fatal mif- 
underftanding which broke out between the generals. 

On the fifteenth of July, they attacked the enemy, who were ftrongly entrenched in 
the village of Filingfhaufen ; the French charged them with fuch refifilefs impetuofity, . 
that their works were carried, and they were driven from the village ; but they returned 
the next day, and, after an obftinate conflict, compelled the French to forego the advan- 
tage they had obtained. On this occafion a difpute arofe between the prince of Soubife 
and marefchal Broglio, who mutually reproached each other with mifconduct in the ac- 
tion. Each of them preferred a complaint againft his rival; and the fervice fuffered 
materially from their diffentions. Nothing farther was attempted during the campaign. 
The army divided : Broglio retired to CafTel, and Soubife pafled the Roer. In February, 
1762, the former was recalled, and confined, by virtue of a royal mandate, to his eftatesv 
He was honoured, however, with the efteem of the public; while the conclufion of: 
peace deprived his rival of all opportunity of acquiring diftin&ion in the field. 

But though the French contrived, notwithftanding the inexperience and inability of • 
their generals, to check the progrefs of their enemies on the continent, in other quarters 
of the world their efforts were fruftrated, and their loffes inceffantly multiplied. The 9 
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Englifh, extending their views of conqueft in proportion to the diminution of their 
rival's flrength, after the capture of L'Ifle Royale, determined on reducing, not only 
all the poffeffions of the French in North America, but all their fugar iflands l.ke- 
wife. Martinique, the moft important from its pofition, in the center of them all, was 
that which they were moft anxious to fubdue. Full of merchants and mariners, it coukl 
fend fupplies of men, arms, and provifions to the other iflands, which arrived in four- 
and-twenty hours at the place of their deftination, with a moral certainty of not being 
intercepted, notwithftanding the great number of fhips that were appointed to occupy 
that ftation. The different ports of Martinique alfo fwarmed with privateers, wh.ch 
rendered it neceffary for the merchantmen belonging to the Englifh always to fail under 
convoy, and by that means prevented the Britifti iflands from receiving fuppl.es with 
the regularity which their fituation required. As to thofe fhips which ventured to fail 
without convoy, it was calculated that two-fifths of them fell into the hands of the 
French : and when Martinique was reduced by the Englifli, it appeared from the regif- 
tet of the admiralty, that no lefs than fourteen hundred veffels had been taken in this 
manner. 

In the winter of 1758, a fleet of ten fail of the line, with eight thoufand men on 
board, had been difpatched from England to the Weft Indies. On the fixteenth of 
January following an attack was made on Martinique ; but the warm reception which 
the enemy experienced induced them to forego their defign for the prefent, and to direct 
their efforts againft Guadeloupe, which promifed a more eafy conqueft. But after they 
had effe&ed their landing, their progrefs was confiderably retarded by the inequality of 
the ground, and a variety of natural obftacles which perpetually prefeuted themfelves, 
fo that the reduction of the ifland was not completed until three months after the firft. 
attack. The garrifon capitulated, on the firft of May. The fmall iflands of La 
Defirade, Les Saintes, Saint Barthelenii, and Marie Galante, experienced a fimilar fate. 

While Moore and Barrington triumphed in the Weft- Indies, Saunders and Wolfe 
•fjgnalized their conduct and courage in North-America, and formed the fiege of Que- 
. bee. It has already been obferved that, at the commencement of the war, the French 
had the advantage in thefe quarters. In 1758, they were ftill fuccefsful. The mar- 
quis de Montcalm obtained a fignal advantage over the enemy, on the eighth of July, 
1759, in the neighbourhood of fort Carillon, and, on the fourteenth of September fol- 
lowing, M. de Ligneris defeated a detachment of a thoufand Englifh, on the fide of 
fort Duquefne ; but thofe fuccefles proved the real caufe of their fubfequent misfor- 
tunes; fince they tended to aroufe the vigilance and ftimulate the exertions of the 
Englifh, who, in the enfuing fpring, fent fuch a formidable army to Canada, as gave 
them a decifive fuperiority in the field. In vain had the marquis of Vaudreuil, who 
forefaw that the fiege of Quebec would certainly be undertaken, folicited an adequate 
.reinforcement of troops 5 the want of money, and the difficulty of fending fupplies 

were 
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were pleaded by the minifter in extenuation of his refufal, and that valuable colony was 
left to its fate. 

But notwithftanding the neglect of the government to provide the Canadians with 
the neceflary means of refilling the attacks of the enemy, they had nearly effected the'de- 
ftruction of the naval force fent to reduce them. At Quebec, eight fire-fhips were 
prepared ; and as foon as the Englifh fleet had anchored at the iiland of Orleans, on 
the twenty-feventh of June, 1759, thtk dreadful machines were deftined to reduce it 
to afhes ; and had the orders that were given been obeyed, it is probable the fcheme 
would have completely fucceeded : but the officers appointed to conduct the operation 
were feized with a panic, and, by fetting fire to the fliips too foon, in order to regain 
the fhore, they afforded an opportunity to the Englifh, who perceived the flames at 
a diftance, to avoid the danger which threatened them. 

The Canadians, indeed, placed a farther reliance on the obftruction raifed by na- 
ture in the navigation of the river, which had fo far foiled the (kill of the French 
mariners, that it was always deemed neceffary, on the arrival of any fhips of war, 
even of the fmalleft. fize, to place a variety of marks and fignals to direct their courfe ; 
and as thefe were carefully removed on the approach of the Englifh, they flattered 
themfelves that any attempt to advance without fuch guides would prove fatal to 
them. But they were grofsly deceived in their expectations; for the Englifh patted 
and repafTed with the greateft facility, by night as well as by day, with their largeft 
vefTels, and difplayed greater {kill in the navigation of the river than the pilots be- 
longing to the country. 

The Englifh however had ftill more fericus obftacles to furmount. Thev had con- 
Cderable difficulty in landing their men and eftablifhing their quarters in the vicinity 
of the place. The banks of the river were fo well defended by troops and redoubts 
ftationed at proper diflances, that their firft efforts proved ineffectual. Six weeks 
were palled in unfuccefsful attempts, and by the letters which the Englifh command- 
ers wrote to the minifter, it was evident that they began to be doubtful of the iffue of 
their enterprize. 

It was not until the twelfth of September that they had the good fortune to dif- 
embark unperceived by the French : animated by the example of their general, Wolfe,- 
the Englifh climbed the rugged heights of Abraham, about four miles from Quebec, and 
were formed in battle array on the plains above, before Montcalm, lulled into fecurity by 
the rafhnefs of the attempt, would give credit to the intelligence. Convinced, at 
length, that the report was too true, he determined to decide the fate of Canada, in a 
general action, rendered memorable by the death of both the generals. Wolfe firft receiv- 
ed, his-death wound j but his troops neither loft their confidence nor refolution. Ta- 
ken 
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ken out of the ranks, he fainted from lofs of Wood, and only recovered his fenfes to hear 
the exclamation of " They fly!" — With eagernefs he afked, who it was that fled; and 
being told, " the enemy ", he exclaimed, Thank God ! I die content 1 " and breathed his 
laft. Montcalm only f'urvived his gallant adverfary long enough to witnefs the flight 
of his troops ; he was mortally wounded during the retreat, and his laft moments were em- 
ployed in exhortations to renew the fight. This opinion was ftrongly enforced by 
the marquis de Vaudreuil, hut it was rejected by a council of war, even after the arrival 
of frefh troops. Above a thoufand of the French perifhed in the action, which was 
followed by the redu&ion of Quebec, which furrendered to the enemy on the eighteenth 
of September. 

The glory which the Englifh acquired by their fucceffes in Canada, was greatly 
encreafed by two naval victories which reflected the higheft credit on the minifter who 
directed fuch various operations, fo well-combined, and fo happily executed. France 
now placed her only hopes on the fuccefs of a project devifed by marefchal de Belleifle 
for making a defcent on the coaft of Ireland, for which purpofe immenfe preparations 
had been made. Breft alone being infufficient to fupply an adequate number of vef- 
fels, orders were given to fet at woik all the hands that could be collected at Toulon. 
To prevent the junction of the two fleets was the object of the Englifh minifter, who, 
accordingly, difpatched admiral Bofcawen, with a fleet of fourteen fail of the line, to 
cruile ofF the coaft. That officer took his ftation off" the harbour of Toulon, where 
he effectually blocked up the French fquadron, under M. de la Clue ; but in an en- 
deavour to burn two fhips that lay in the road, he was fuddenly becalmed, and became 
expofed to the fire of the batteries from the fhore, which did confiderable damage to 
his fleet. This accident, and the bad weather that enfued, obliged the Englifh admiral 
to retire to Gibraltar, in order to repair; but convinced that de la Clue would embrace 
the opportunity to pafs the ftreights of Gibraltar, he ftationed two of his fhips, one 
on the coaft of Spain, and the other on that of Africa, to watch his motions, and apprize 
him of his approach. 

The French admiral, inftead of following Bofcawen immediately, when he could not 
have been attacked to advantage, determined not to quit the harbour until the Englifh 
were far off. By this means he loft time in executing his orders, and afforded the ene- 
my an opportunity of returning, to encounter him in full force. The French fqua- 
dron was in thefineft order, and fully competent to engage the Englilh ; it confifted of 
one Ihip of eighty guns, five of feventy -four, f o ur of fixty-four, and two of fifty; in 
the whole, twelve fail ; befidcs frigates. 

In the evening of the fixteenth of Auguft, M. de la Clue endeavoured to pafs the 
ftreights; but he ,was perceived by the Gibraltar, an Englifh veffel, that had been 
fUtioned there to look out for him, about eight o'clock , and, before ten, Bofcawen 
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was under fail. During the night the French fleet Separated, and in the morning de 
la Clue found himfelf left with only feven fliips of the line ; in this weak ftate he was^ 
attacked by the enemy. Whatever want of abilities the French admiral might difplay, 
it is certain he evinced the moft intrepid courage : he fuftained, with infinite fpirit, the 
unequal conflict and fome idea may be formed of the exertions of his own fhips; when' 
it is known, that he discharged no lefs than two thoufand five hundred fhot at the ene- 
my ; the admiral loft one leg in the action, and received a dreadful wound in th© 
other. M. de Sabran-Grammont, captain of the Centaure, of feventy-four guns, alfo 
fignalized his valour, in an extraordinary manner : he was fucceflively attacked by five 
of the enemy's fhips, the 1 aft of which was the admiral's, of ninety guns; he, defended 
himfelf with a degree of vigour that commanded the admiration of all who faw him ; 
nor did he Strike his colours, until his veffel had fufFered fo much as to be wholly in- 
capable of farther refinance. 

The glorious defence made by thefe two fhips might have facilitated the efcape of 
the fquadron, during the night, had the admiral adopted a more regular plan of opera- 
tions, and the different officers been more attentive to their duty. But each captain 
afTumed the dangerous privilege of purfuing the dictates of his own judgment ; and the 
commanders of the Souveraine and the Guerrier, of feventy-four guns each, thought pro- 
per to retire before morning, and feek a refuge in the port of Lifbon. Their evafion 
difcouraged thofe that remained, and the next day, the confufion became general. The 
admiral's fhip, the Ocean, of eighty guns, and the Redoubtable, of feventy-four, were 
burned ; and the Temeraire, of feventy-four, and the Modejle, of fixty-four, were ta- 
ken ; the reft effected their efcape to Cadiz. 

This difafter retarded the preparations for the projected invafion of Ireland, but too 
much expence had been already incurred to admit the idea of abandoning the project i 
and the French miniftry, were moreover anxious to obtain fome fignal advantage that 
might enable them to treat for peace on more equal terms ; it was therefore re folved 
to proceed with all the expedition that circymftances would permit. 

The Englifh monarch, on his part, was careful to apprize his parliament of the de- 
figns of the French, and to obtain fupplies proportioned to the vigour of the intended 
defence ; and, befides the numerous fquadrons already at fea, three others received orders to 
fail. Commodore Boyce was ftationed off Dunkirk, to intercept or engage any veffels 
that might leave that port: vice-admiral Rodney was fent to bombard Havre, where 
confiderable magazines had been formed, and a great number of flat-bottomed boats 
collected for the embarkation of the troops : while admiral Hawke appeared before 
Breft, with a formidable fleet fuperior to any force which marefchal Conflans, deftined 
to command the expedition, could oppofe to him. Boyce blocked up the harbour of 
Dunkirk fo completely, that a fmall fquadron under Thurot, who had received his or- 
Vol. IV. 4 P 4ers 
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ders fo early as the feventecnth of June, could not fail till the fifteenth of October. 
At Havre Rodney kept up an inceffant fire during two-and-firty hours, with fuch fuc- 
cefs, that all the inhabitants were compelled to quit the town, although feven hundred 
men were continually employed in attempts to alleviate their diftrefs, and to extin- 
guifh the flames. A great part of the boats was deftroyed, and the magazines fuftain- 
ed confiderable damage, fo that the preparations in that quarter were rendered almoffc 
ufelefs. Hawke was fo vigilant and active that, for a confiderable time, every veflel that 
attempted to enter or leave the port of Brefl, fell into his hands : he even cut from' 
their anchors four veflels laden with guns and ammunition, that had glided along 
beneath the rocks, and had taken refuge under the cannon of the forts. 

Thefe circumftances reduced the French to defer their expedition until that feafon 
when the violence of the winds would compel the Englifh admiral to return to port. 
All the troops, to the number of forty battalions, were aflembled on the coaft of Brit- 
tany, at Vannes and Nantes, under the command of the duke D'Aiguillon. Another 
army, too, was collected at Dunkirk, commanded by M. de Chevert, and the king's 
houfliold troops, were alfo deftined to participate in the dangers and glory of the enter- 
prize. M. de Flobert had embarked, with eight hundred men, on board Thurot's 
fquadron, which was bound for the North of Ireland. His object was to reconnoitre 
the coaft, to form a party among the maleeontents, and to prepare every thing for the 
intended defcent. By his inftructions it is eafy to be perceived, that the miniftry en- 
tertained hopes of being feconded by the efforts of the partizans of the houfe of Stu- 
art; and that they particularly depended on fucceeding in Scotland. The inftructions 
exprellly enjoined him to make no hoftile attempt on that part of Great-Britain ; and, 
in cafe he fliould find himfelf under the necefflty of landing, not to ufe his arms but 
for his own defence ; and, even if he were treated as an enemv, to take nothing with- 
out paying for it. 

France, in the midft of her diftrefs, might ftill have been able to humble the pride of 
. her adverfary, had marefchal Conflans, without lofs of time, at the moment when admiral 
Hawke was compelled by a ftorm (on the twelfth of October) to quit his ftation and 
return to Plymouth, collected his fleet, and made the defcent. At that conjuncture the 
Englifh muft have laboured under great difadvantages, their fleet having being fo long at 
fea, and confulerably damaged by the ftorm. whereas that of the French was quite frefh, 
well equipped, and amply provided with the means of attack and defence. But the 
tardinefs of Conflans and the indifcretion of the minifter delayed his departure until 
the fourteenth of November, when he, at length, fet fail, with twenty-one mips of the 
line and four frigates. 

Admiral Hawke was foon apprized, by his cruifers, of the motions of his adverfary, 
and he immediately went in queft of him with two-and-twenty fail of the line. He 
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directed his courfe to Quiberon Bay, where he came in fight of the French fquad _ 
but M. de Conflans no (boner perceived him, than he fled, and fought fhelter among the 
rocks and fhoals of a lee-fhore. Thither, however, he was followed by his daring anta- 
gonift j and by that fcandalous manoeuvre, he fufFered his rear-divifion to be cut off, by 
expofing it to the whole fire of the Englifh fleet. Monfieur de Saint Andre du Verger, 
who commanded that divifion, was almoft the only officer who difc barged his duty on 
this difaftrous day. His flag was on board the Formidable of eighty guns, which main- 
tained, for a confiderable time a molt unequal fight; nor did it ftrikc to the enemy, until 
du Verger, his brother, and one half of the crew were k illed, and the veflel fo much 
damaged that the Englifh had great difficulty in conducting her into port. The cheva- 
lier de Beaufremont, miftaking the fignal to rally, for the fignal to fly, crowded all his 
fail, and bore away to the ifle of Aix, with the whole of the van-divifion which he com- 
manded. Conflans himfelf, after firing a few broadfides, without lofing a fingle man, 
or fuftaining the fmalleft damage, ran his fhip, the Soldi Royal, of eighty guns, which 
had been juft launched, and was deemed the fineft veflel in the French navy, on fhore, 
and ordered her to be burned. M. de Kerfaint, an officer of approved courage and ta- 
lents, loft his (hip through neglect. He commanded the The fee of feventy-four guns ; 
and as he was preparing to engage one of the enemy's fhips, his pilot apprized him of an 
omiflion to order the lower-deck ports to be fhut, which, as the fea ran very high, was 
indifpenfably neceflary ; the captain was aware of the danger, but his pride prevented 
him from fubmitting to the correction of a pilot ; and, in a few minutes, the fhip funk, 
and of eight hundred men, twenty only were faved, by the humanity of the Englifh, to 
reveal the fault of their commander. The Superbe experienced a fimilar fate, but fhe 
perifhed in a more honourable manner, from a well-directed broadfide from the enemy. 
The Jujle, after lofing her captain, M. de Saint Allouran, who, with his brother, was 
killed during the action, was loft through the ignorance of a pilot. The French loft, 
in the whole, fix fail of the line, only one of which, the Intrepidc, of eighty guns, fell 
into the hands of the enemy : the reft fought refuge in the river Vilaine. The victors 
themfelves did not entirely efcape the fury of the waves; two of their fhips ftruck on 
a fand-bank, and were totally loft; but to the French marine, the wound, during the 
war, was incurable ; and thofe fhips which had efcaped into the Vilaine could never 
elude the vigilance of a Britifh fquadron, conftantly {rationed to block up the mouth of 
that river. 

The difficulty of raifing money for maintaining a war thus expenfive will be eafily 
conceived, and the frequent change of comptrollers-general of the finances only tend- 
ed to expofe the embarraflment in which the government was involved. M. de Sil- 
houette had fucceeded M. Boulogne in- that important poft; and by fome regulations, 
which had for their object the relief of the people, had acquired, at the commencement: 
of his adminiftration, no inconsiderable fhare of popularity : but a fifcal edict which 
lie procured to be regiftered, in a bed of juftice, holden at Versailles, on the twenty- 
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fecond of September, 1759, excited the alarm of the public, and the oppofition of the 
fovereign courts. As the taxes impofed by this edicl could not be levied, the govern- 
ment was reduced to the greareft diftrefs, to alleviate which, M. de Silhouette had 
recourfe to the defperate meafure of fufpending the payment of intereft on all national 
fecurities, and the reimburfement of fums appointed to be received, at ftated periods, 
from the royal treafury, or the CaiJJe des dmortijjemens. At the fame time he exhorted all 
loyal fubjecls to carry their plate to the mint, to be converted into fpecie applicable tc*. 
the wants of the ftate; and he perfuaded the king to fet the example. This operation- 
was alike marked by puerility and defpotifm : by the firft act he annihilated confidence, 
by weakening its fupport^ and by the laft he expofed the indigence of the ftate, which, 
policy required him to conceal from the enemy. The public foon vented their rage againft 
the author of the plan ; the variation and inconfiftency of his principles were univerfallv 
acknowledged; and he became an object of execration to the people by whom he had. 
been recently idolized. His very name was ufed as an infult; and while feme compared, 
him to the moll noted thieves who had expiated their crimes on the wheel, others confi- 
dered him as a fit fubject for pleafantry. Portraits a la Silhouette and Breeches a la Sil- 
houette became fafhionable ; the wit cemfifted in the lineaments of the former being 
traced on a fhadow, and in the want of pockets in the latter ; which was fuppofed to be 
applicable to the ftate to which the comptroller-general had reduced the people, 
and their purfes. 

Silhouette was difmiffed ; but his mifconduct was irreparable ; for it had given a fatal 
blow to public credit, at a time when the government flood in the greateft need of af- 
fiftance, and had alfo tended to prolong the war, of which the enemy themfelves began 
to be tired. In the winter of 1759, P r ' nce Lewis of Brunfwick, governor to the young 
ftadtholder, had fignified to the minifters of France, Vienna, Ruflia, Sweden, and Po- 
land, refident at the Hague, that he was charged, on the part of the kings of England 
and Pruffia, to inform them, that, moved by the calamities of a war that had fubfifted for 
feveral years, they were urged by the duties of humanity, and more particularly by their, 
tender concern for the welfare of their own fubjecls, to neglecl no means for putting a 
ftop to the evils to which they were expofed ; and that, in order to manifeft the purity 
of their intentions, they declared themfelves ready to fend plenipotentiaries to any place 
that might be appointed, for the purpofe of negotiating a folid and general peace. The 
fame declaration had alfo been repeated by Mr. Pitt to the foreign minifters at the Eng- 
lilh court ; but his Britannic majefty, judging, from the extravagant operations of the 
comptroller-general, that France was reduced to the greateft diftrefs, foon withdrew his. 
advauees,. and his pacific overtures were carried 110 farther. 

The year 1760 therefore opened with new battles, and frefh difafters, which continued 
to encreafe during the whole campaign. The death of the brave Thurot, and the total 
lofsof his fquadron, was the firft check- fuftained by France. The plan of the cairn 
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paigrr, delivered by that officer to marefchal de Belleifle, by whom it was adopted, could 
only be good when confidered as a part of tbe grand expedition : the latter having failed, the 
former was attended with great danger and expence, without caufing an adequate injury 
to the enemy. After beating about in the North Seas during an inclement feafon, ex- 
pofed to all the horrors of fhipwrcck and famine, Thurot, in fpite of the remonftrances 
of the officer who commanded the troops, refolved not to return to port without making 
fome attempt. On the feventeenth of February, 1760, he landed at Cnrrick-fergus, in 
the north of Ireland, took pofleffion of the town, and levied contributions on the inha- 
bitants, whole po\erty, however, afforded him no opportunity to boaft of the magnitude 
of his fpoils. . Soon after the troops were re-embarked, his fquadron, reduced to three 
frigates, was attacked by three Englifli veffels, of nearly the fame force, and, after an 
obftinate conflict, in which Thurot was killed, they all fell into the hands- of the enemy. 

In Canada, the chevalier de Levy formed a plan for the recovery of Quebec. With 
this view he affembled an army of ten thoufand men in the month of April, and ad- 
vanced to within five leagues of the town, undifcovered by the enemy ; he was on the , 
point of taking by furprize a detachment of fifteen hundred men, when an accident,., 
which no human fagacity could forefee or avert, difconcerted his project. 

The troops were embarked on board of boats which proceeded down the river by a , 
narrow paffage enclofed on either fide with ice ; and every night they flcpt on fliore. A 
cannonier, in leaping from the boat fell into the water, and feizing a large lump of ice 
he placed himfelf upon it, and was carried by the ftream to one of the pofts near Que- 
bec, where he was perceived by a centinel, who immediately fecured him, and conveyed . 
him to the governor. The man was nearly dead with cold ; with great difficulty he 
was recovered fufficiently to inform the enemy that ten thoufand French were at the 
gates of the capital, ahd then expired. It being impoffiblc, after this difcovery, to car- 
ry the place by a coup-de-main, it became neceffary to befiege it in form. The trenches 
were accordingly opened, but a fcarcity of ammunition prevented the operations from be- 
ing conducted with vigour. At length, on the twenty- feventh of May, a flag was def- 
cried, at a diftance, on the river, which was fuppofed, by the French, to announce the 
arrival of the expected fupplies ; but it proved to be an Englifli fquadron, which detach- • 
ed a fhip of lixty guns and a large frigate to take pofleffion of the French veffels that 
were at anchor near the camp, and ferved as a magazine to the troops. They were de- , 
fended only by one frigate of thirty guns, which, by fu flaming, with great gallantry, 
the fire of the enemy, gave time to the fmaller fliips to make their efcape. She did. not 
flrike till on the point of finking. 

This check obliged the French to raife the fiege of Quebec, and the fupplies from 
Europe having been intercepted, the lofs of all Canada enfued. The total reduction off 
that province was completed in the month of September, 1760. 
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In Afia, the war which had been fenrcely fufpended by the pe.tce of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
was revived with additional fury, and with the molt diljaftrous confequences to France. 
The delay that occurred in fending the fupplies which it had been refolved to forward 
to India, fo early as 1755, and which did not fail till two years after ; a confiderable di- 
minution of the troops, (hips, and money, deflined for that expedition, which the more 
urgent wants of the ftate called for in other quarters ; the choice of chiefs, between 
whom, it was eafy to forefee, a perfonal mifunderftanding would fpeedily prevail; and 
the fubfequent divifions that broke out among the fubalterus ; all combined to convince 
thofe who reflected on the fuhject, that nothing ftiort of a miracle could preferve the 
French from humiliation and difgrace in their Afiatic teiritories. 

/ 

M. de Sechelles, who, in his capacity of comptroller-general of the finances, was en- 
trufted with the fuperintendance of the India Company, had, at the commencement of 
the war, engaged that company to continue their trade, afluring them that they might 
rely on effectual protection from the forces of their fovereign. In confequence of thefe 
alTurances, count Lally, who was initiated into this adminiftration, as Syndic, and deftined 
to command the troops that were to be fent thither, had feveral conferences with the mini- 
fter on the fubject. It was agreed to grant him three thoufand men; fix millions of money 
( about two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fterling); and three fhips of war, to which 
he might join fuch of the company's veffels in the Eafl, as would admit of being armed. 
The forces which the Englifh then had in India, and of which government had pro- 
cured an account, did not feem to require a more powerful armament, in 1755. But the 
known activity of the enemy ought to have fuperinduced a confiderable augmentation of 
troops and fhips, as the armament did not fail till two years after that period: but, inftead 
of encreafing, the minifter diminilhed it by two-thirds. Lally, juftly incenfed at this 
conduit, refufed to embark; but he received a pofitive order to proceed on the expedi- 
tion, accompanied by a pofitive promife that the deficiency fliould be made good in the 
following year. 

He accordingly failed, on the fth of March, 1757, under convoy of a fleet command- 
ed by M. D'Ache, who, by for tr.ifconduct, had delayed his departure upwards of two 
months; and in confequence fdme other neglect, during the voyage, he did not ar- 
rive at the iile of France until t he fixteenth of December. Frefh delays occurred at 
this place. D'Ache wifhed to lit there till the letting in of the winds that were moft 
favourable to his expedition ; but 1 council of war being called, it was found that the if- 
land could not furnifh provifiorr; for the failors and troops; fo that he was obliged to 
fail, on the twenty-feventh of January, 1758, to the ifle of Bourbon. After beating 
about for three months, he received intelligence that an Englifh fquadron, fent from 
Europe, with a commander mole diligent than hiinfelf, had effected a junction with the 
Ihips under admiral Pocock. The neceflity of greater expedition th became evident; 
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fince, had the French arrived fix weeks fooner, they would have prevented the junction 
of the Englifli fleets, aflerted the honour of their own flag on the coaft of Coromandel, 
obliged the enemy to retire, and have maintained a fuperiority in that quarter of the 
globe during the remainder of the war. The confequence of their delay, was the lofs of 
two naval combats, which obliged M. D'Ache to return, witn d'ifgrace, to the ifle of 
France; to remain a whole year without daring to re-appear in thofe feas ; whither he 
only returned, at laft, to experience a third defeat, which finally occafioned the lofs of 
Pondicherry, and annihilated the power of the French in India. 

The fleet commanded by M. D'Ache was, however, Mill fuperior to that of the ene- 
my, the former coniiiiing of nine fail of the line, the latter only of feven. He availed 
himfelf of that fuperiority to compel the Lnglifh to burn two of their frigates ; and he 
began to fpread tenor among them, when he committed a variety of faults that made 
him lofe "the advantage he had obtained, and rendered him inferior to the force that was 
oppofed to him. From rdentment to count Lally, inftead of efcoiting. him to Pondi- 
cherry, with his whole fquadron, as it was his duty to do, and by that means keeping it 
entire; he fent with thut general a fliip of the line and a frigate. Jt was at this period, 
that, from a neglect to inform himfelf of the fituation of admiral Pocock, he was fur- 
prized by that officer on the twenty-ninth of April, 1757. But being ftill equal to the. 
enemy, he engaged with fpirit. The action lafted for feveral hours, though no decifive 
advantage was gained by either fide: the Duke of Burgundy, a fliip of the line, com- 
manded by M. D'Apres de Mennevillete, kept out of her ftation during the whole day, 
and did more damage to her own fleet than to that of the enemy : M. D'Ache was 
wounded in the engagement, together with feveral other officers ; and the Bicn-Aime, a 
fliip of fifty-eight guns, was loft on the coaft, the day following. 

M. D'Ache retired to Pondicherry to refit; and all the efforts of count Lally, then 
employed in the reduction of Fort Saint David, to induce him to repair to his afliftance,. 
were fruitlefs, until he had recourfe to decifive meafures, by going to Pondicherry him- 
felf, and fending fome grenadiers on board the commodore, with orders to arreft him, in 
cafe he refufed to fail. D'Ache then failed ; and the fort foon after capitulated. 

The mifunderftanding which prevailed between the general and the commodore proved 
fatal to the fervice; the latter refufed to co-operate with the former, and thereby effec- 
tually prevented him from improving his firfl advantage. After avoiding the enemy 
for a confiderable time, D'Ache at length ventured to engage them a fecond time, on the 
third of Auguft. This action, like the former, was indecifive; both fleets fuffered con- 
fidently ; but the French fuffered moft, and were obliged to fly before the enemy. M. 
D'Achi, who was again wounded, not thinking himfelf fafe at Pondicherry, whither 
he had retired after the aftion, adopted the flrange refolution of leaving the whole coaft 
expofed to the attacks of the Englifh ; and, notwithftanding the moft flrenuous felici- 
tations. 
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tations of M. de Lally and the council of Pondicherry, he retired to the ifle of France, 
where there was no provifions for him, and from whence he was obliged to fend twelve 
fhips, at an immenfe expence, to fetch provifions from the Cape of Good Hope. 

After an ah fence of more than twelve months, during which time he had been joined 
by three fhips of the line, and fevcral of the company's veffels, from Europe, he return- 
ed to the coaft; and, on the tenth of September, 1759, fell in with the Englifh fleet, 
which then confifted but of feven fail of the line (two fhips being at a confiderable dif- 
tance), while he had eleven. But one of the French fhips taking lire during the action, 
the whole fleet was thrown into confufion, and, notwithftanding his fuperioiity, M. 
D'Ache once more returned, baffled and wounded, to Pondicherry ; whence he departed, 
the next morning, for the ifle of France, with fuch precipitation, that he left one of his 
fhips behind him. 

Deftitute of a naval force; unfupplied with an adequate number of troops; and at 
variance with the civil powers, all the offenfive operations of Lally, though conducted 
with the fpirit that fo ftrongly marked the whole conduct of that extraordinary man, 
proved fruitlefs and abortive ; he was compelled to defift from a vain attempt againft the 
fettleinent of Madras; and, after being defeated in fucceffive engagements, he retired 
within the fortifications of Pondicherry. He was there befieged, in his turn, by the 
Englifh : notwithftanding a combination of difadvantages under which he laboured, he 
defended the place, with infinite perfeverance and the moft intrepid courage, during the 
fpace of nine months ; nor did he furrender it until his provifions were totally exhaufted, 
and the garrifon worn out with mifery and fatigue. 

The terms of the capitulation of Pondicherry ( which took place on the fifteenth of 
January, 1761), were rendered more fevere, on account of the inftrudtions given to 
Lally and D'Ache, by the French minifter, being intercepted by the Englifh : by thefe 
inftruclions they were prohibited from granting any conditions to fuch of the Englifh 
fettlements as might fall into their hands. The Englifh general, therefore, refolved to 
ufe«the fame rigour with the French : not only all the troops in Pondicherry, but all 
the civil officers, of every denomination, belonging to the company, were fent to Eu- 
rope. The fortifications were levelled with the ground, and the city experienced a total 
demolition. Lally, on his return to France, was treated with the grcateft feverity, and 
the moft fignal injuftice ; he was thrown into the Baftille, and was fullered to remain 
there fifteen months before he was put upon his trial, which was afterwards protracted to a 
fhameful length, and finally terminated by an infamous fentence, pronounced on the fixth 
of May, 1766, by which he was condemned to fuffer decapitation, for having betrayed 
.the interefls of the king, the flate, and the Eaft India company 7S . 

7S Siecle de Louis XV. torn. ii. p. ijz. 

While 
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While the French were thus ftripped of all their Afiatic territories, they had been 
driven, in Africa, from all the forts and factories which they had eftablifhed 011 the river 
Senegal. M. Saint Jean, the governor of Goree, an ifland which lies, at the diftance 
of thirty leagues, on the fame coaft, attempted to defend it againft an Englifli armament, 
conducted by commodore Keppel and colonel Woiges ; but his ardour was ill-feconded 
by his garrifon, and he was reluctantly compelled to fubmit to the fuperior number ol 
"his enemies, on the twenty-ninth of December, 1758. 

To complete the confternation oT the French, the Englifli, at the commencement of 
the year 1762, directed their attacks againft the important ifland of Martinique, which, 
lifter a fiege of fix weeks, was totally reduced on the fourteenth of February. Domi- 
nica, Cayenne, and Louifiana weredeftined foon to experience a fimilar fate ; and France 
was threatened, unlefs the danger were averted byfome fudden change in her affairs, with 
the lofs of all her colonies in the Weft Indies as well as the Eaft. 

Such was the enterprifing fpirit of the enemy, that, not content with defpoiling the 
French of their diftant pofleflions, they began to block up the kingdom, on one fide, by 
the reduction of Belleifle, which rendered them mafters of the interior part of the Gulph 
of Gafcony. The Englifli had long been anxious to atchieve this conqueft, but their 
efforts for that purpofe had hitherto proved ineffectual. In April, 1761, a powerful ar- 
mament was prepared, which, though repulfed at firft, completed the fubjugation of the 
ifland, in the month of June. General Hodgfon and commodore Keppel, when they 
iigned the capitulation, did juftice to the courage of the garrifon, by annexing to the 
conditions the following obfervation — Granted, in confideration of the gallant defence made 
by the citadel., under the command of the chevalier de Sainte Croix. 

During thefe operations George the Second had expired (on the twenty-fifth of Oc- 
tober, 1760), and his grandfon had afcended the throne of England. The duke de 
Choifeul, who had acquired a perfect afcendancy over the minds of Lewis and his fa- 
vourite, under pretence of giving additional weight to the negociations he had opened for 
peace, had perfuaded his fovereign to add the poll; of fecretary of war to that of minifter 
of the department for foreign affairs which he already occupied. But the duke was lefs 
anxious to conclude a peace, than to gain time for the accompli fhment of another project 
which he had in contemplation, and which, after deceiving the Englifli by profeffions of 
amity, he, at length, completed. 

This was the celebrated Family Compact, the negociation for which was con- 
ducted with fuch fecrecy, that it never tranfpired until the conclufion of the treaty, on 
the fifteenth of A uguft, 1 761. It confifted of twenty-eight articles, tending to eftab- 
lifh a perpetual alliance between the crowns of France and Spain ; reciprocally to gua- 
rantee their refpedtive rights and pofleflions ; to naturalize, with the Angle exception of 
Vol. IV. 4 Q. the 
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the American tra de, the fubjects of either crown, in the dominions of the other ; to de- 
clare the enemy of one the enemy of the other ; and to exclude, from the advantagss 
refulting from this treaty, all powers that belonged not to the houfe of Bourbon. 

This was the political mafter-piece, for the completion of which the duke de Choifeul 
took fomuch glory to himfelf , not that he had any reafon to expect great advantages 
from fuch an alliance ; but he hoped to render it the means of procuring a more advan- 
tageous peace than he could otherwife obtain. He had alfo another object in view, by 
which he meant to create a diverfion, and, by encreafing the number of her enemies, re- 
duce England to the necefiity of dividing her forces. This was to oblige Portugal to 
declare herfelf: by detaching her from her natural ally, the latter would be deprived of 
one confiderable fource of her wealth; and by adhering to England, the former would 
expofe herfelf to an attack from the houfe of Bourbon, which hoped to make an eafy 
conqueftof a kingdom which lay open on all fides. That the duke de Choifeul might 
find no impediments to the execution of his plan, he now obtained the appointment of 
marine minifter, in addition to the pofts he already occupied. 

He exerted himfelf to the utmoft to reftore the navy to its former Hate, that the Spa- 
niards might not fuppofe that the whole weight of the war, by fea, would fall upon 
them. The province of Languedoc, which, in 1744, had fignalized its zeal by raifing and 
maintaining the regiment of Septimania, now offered the king a fhip of feventy-fourguns, 
completely equipped : this patriotic example was -fpeedily followed by the moft opulent 
individuals in Paris, and by the different trading companies. Montmartel and La Border 
bankers to the court ; Pauge and de Boulogne, war-treafurers ; Michel and Le Maitre, 
treafurers to the artillery ; and. Marquet and de Bourgade, commiffaries to the army, 
joined in building a veffel of eighty guns. The receivers-general of the finances ; the 
farmers-general; the perfons appointed Jo pay the public annuities ; the fix companies- 
of merchants of Paris; the city of Paris; the ftates of Burgundy • the adminiftrators of 
the pofts ; the chamber of commerce at Marfeilles ; and the ftates of Brittany; agreed, 
# each of them, to furnifh a fliip of the line. The minifter, by giving a general impulie,* 
to a zeal thus ardent and fmcere, difplayed the resources of the nation. But thefe re- 
lources could not immediately repair the lofs of thirty-f even fail of the line, and fifty fx. 
frigates, which the enemy had captured fince the commencement of the war ; nor 
fill up the* void occafioned by the abfence of twenty-five thoufand failors, who were 
prifoners in England, while the French had. not more than twelve hundred to offer 
in exchange. 

Spain was foon convinced of her error in engaging in the war at a period' when the 
navy of her ally was in fuch a reduced ftate. In lefs than a yeaT, flie loft twelve fhips 
of the line, the ifland of Cuba, Manilla, and more than four millions fterling, in gold, 
filver, and other articles of commerce; while flie could not even obtain the advantage 

fho 
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flic had expected to reap from the invafion of a neighbouring power, whofe weaknefs was 
her only crime. Portugal, fupported by England, after y ielding, for a fhort time, to the 
efforts of Spain, at length impeded the progrefs of her enemy, afrd repelled the efforts of 
the houfe of Bourbon, united for the purpofe of effecting her fubjugation. 

Difmayed by this accumulation of difafters, Lewis haftened to renew the ncgociations 
for peace. The formidable adverfary of France no longer fwayed the Britifh councils. 
Mr. Pitt, whofe commanding genius, and decifive conduit, had raifed his country to a 
pitch of glory that aftonilhed the world, perceiving the fatal influence which the artful 
intrigues of the duke de Choifeul had acquired over the favourites of his new fovereign, 
retired from the helm. All the obftacles which had occurred to the conclufion of a 
peace were then fpeedily removed ; and the new minifters were almoft as defirous as 
their enemies to terminate the war, as appears from the infertion, in the lift of pen- 
fioners on the Irifli eftablifliment, of the name of the count de Viry, the Sardinian 
ambaflador at London, who acted as agent to the negotiation under the mediation of 
his maftcr. 

On the third of November, 1762, the important treaty which reftored peace to Eu- 
rope, too long harafled by the calamities of war, was figned at Fontainebleau, by the 
duke of Praflin, as minifter of France ; the marquis de Grimaldi for Spain ; and the 
duke of Bedford, ambaflador and plenipotentiary from the court of England. The facri- 
flces exacted from France were confiderable, but by no means proportioned to the fuc- 
cefs of her enemies in the different quarters of the globe ; and the facility of the Englifh 
minifter, on this occafion, fecmed to juftify the afperfions that were caft on his conduit 
by the oppofttion, and to fanition the complaint that the interefts of the king of Pruflia 
.had not been fufEciently confulted in the treaty. 

France renounced all pretenfions to Acadia*; ceded to Great Britain Canada ; Cape 
Breton, with all the iflands in the gulph and river of Saint Lawrence ; and only retained 
a precarious right of fifhing on the coaft of Newfoundland, where the fmall iflands of 
Saint Pierre and Miquelon were reftored to her, for the purpofe of drying her fifh, but 
with an exprefs ftipulation that fhe fhould ereit no fortifications, and only keep a guard 
of fifty men. Martinique, Guadaloupe, Goree, and Belleifle, with the neutral ifland of 
Saint Lucia, were reftored to France ; and her Eaft India Company were re-eftabliftied 
in their former fettlements ; but in the ftate in which they then were — that is to fay — 
difmantled, ruined, and forfaken. In return for this conceflion, lhe confented To deftroy 
the harbour and demolifh the fortifications of Dunkirk ; and to fubmit to the degrada- 
tion of maintaining, in that town, for an indefinite term, an Englilh commiflary, at her 
own expence, to fuperintend the execution of this article: (he reftored Minorca ; yielded 
Grenada and the Grenadines ; and refigned all claim to the neutral iflands of Saint Vin- 
cent, Dominica, and Tobago. 

4 Q_2 Spain, 
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Spain, for her imprudent interference in- the quarreT, was compelled to cede Florida to 
Great Britain ; and to allow the Engli/h permiffion to cut log-wood in the Bay of Hon- 
duras. The king of Pruffia foon after concluded a treaty with the emprefs-queen, by 
which all conquefls were mutually reftcred. 

The principal' fault committed by the Britifh minifter in the conclufion of this treaty 
— a fault that charity herfelf can fcarcely afcribe to an error in judgment — was the refti- 
tution of the iflands of Martinique and Guadaloupe ; two colonies of the highefl im- 
portance, from their population, their wealth, and, more particularly, from their fitua- 
tion : the French, by recovering pofTeffion of them, were enabled to reftore their power 
and confequence in that part of the globe ; and it is a notorious fa£l, acknowledged by 
all the political writers in France, who had the belt opportunity of gaining information 
on the fubject, and confirmed by the very fituation of the French, at this period, that 
had the ceffion of thofe important fettlements been infilled on, it would certainly have- 
been granted. 

While Lewis had been engaged in a difgraceful contefl, whence neither honour nor 
emolument could refult, the parliament of Paris had been employed in the gratification 
of their revenge on the Jefuits, who had been principally concerned in obtaining and en- 
forcing the bull Unigenitus. By a combination of fortuitous occurrences, that tribunal 
was, at length, enabled to acquire the gjory of effecting the total deftrucYion of afociety, 
which, fortified by the ftrong bulwark of public opinion, feemed to prefent an invin- 
cible front, and to flrike terror into the moft powerful potentates of Europe. 

A fingle fpark fufficed to produce the general conflagration ; and the very man who was 
confidered,. by the Jefuits themfelves, as the belt calculated to encreafe their wealth, and* 
extend their credit, proved the caufe of ftieir ruin. Father de la Valete, procurator of 
the religious houfe of Saint Peter, in the ifland of Martinique, had been engaged, fince 
the year 1747, in commercial tranfactions, the moft extenfive and profitable. By 
the ingenuity and boldnefs of his (peculations, his concerns and his profits were aug- 
mented to fuch a degree as to excite the jealoufy of the merchants and inhabitants of the 
colony, who, enraged at his attempt to monopolize the advantages of trade, preferred 
their complaints to the throne. La Valete was, in confequence, recalled to Europe,, 
but the Zealand induftry he had exerted for the benefit of his fociety procured him the 
honourable rank of Superior General of the Windward IJlands. The credit of his friends 
having removed the appreheufions of the government, he obtained permiffion to return 
to Martinique, in the capacity of vifitor general, and apoftolical prefect of the miffiona- 
ries, in that part of the world. He fpeedily recovered, by the fuperiority of his genius 
and exertions, the commercial confequence he had formerly enjoyed. He formed eftab- 
lifhments in the neighbouring iflands, and had factories in Dominica, Marie-Galante, 

Grenada, 
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Grenada, Saint Lucie, and Saint Vincent; he drew bills on Bourdeaux, Marfeilles, 
Nantes, Lyons, Paris, Cadiz, Leghorn, and Amfterdam ; and it is impoflible to fay how 
far his ambition might have led him, had not his proje&s been blafted by an event as fatal 
as it was unexpected. 

His veffels laden with riches went over the feas in fecurity, when the Englifh com- 
menced thofe hoftilities, fatal to fo many fpeculators, and efpecially to the brothers 
Lionay and GoufFre, merchants at Marfeilles, who, in expectation of receiving two mil- 
lions of merchandize, had accepted bills to the amount of a million and a half, drawn by 
La Valete. No fooner were they apprized of the capture of the veffels th;m thev ap- 
plied to father de Sacy, procurator general of the miffionaries, by whom they were re- 
ferred to his fuperiors. By a fatality which feemed, at this period, to concur in promot- 
ing the downfall of the fociety, the death of their general had fufpended the ufual acti- 
vity of their exertions, and, by creating inevitable delays, reduced the houfe of the 
Lionays, which returned upwards of thirty millions of livres annually, to the neceflity 
of flopping payment ; and of involving in their ruin a multitude of perfons with whom 
they had connections, in the different commercial towns of France. Meanwhile the 
new general of the Jefuits, fenfible of the necefiity of fupporting the credit of their 
agents, had given orders to fupply them with what money they wanted ; but as the cou- 
rier, difpatched with this intelligence, did not arrive at Marfeilles until three days after 
the Lionays had flopped, the Jefuits, imprudently and unjuftly, determined to withhold 
their promifed fupport. 

Still, by an inconfiftency the moft glaring and unaccountable, the fociety acknow- 
ledged the validity of the debts contracted by La Valete, and actually difcharged a part 
of them by the hands of another correfpondent. But, whether from inability to pay the 
whole, or from the fame infatuation whichJeems to have influenced moft of their ac- 
tions, at this period, they fuddenly flopped Weir remittances, and the payments of courfe 
ceafed. A multitude of creditors now preferred their demands before the different tri- 
bunals; but the Jefuits had the credit to obtain letters-patent (on the feventeenth of 
Auguft, 1760) by which they were all referred to the grand chamber of the parliament 
of Paris. Their object, in procuring this reference, was to have their caufe tried by a 
commiflion, which would, they conceived, afford them an opportunity of protracting it. 
to fuch a length as to tire out their adverfaries. But the court ifiued an arret, ordering 
the caufe to be pleaded, and the joy difplayed by the public on the occafion might have 
convinced the Jefuits of the danger to which they were expofed ; but they were deaf to 
the falutary dictates of prudence, and blindly preffed forward to their ruin. 

As if intent on furnifiiing their enemies with weapons againft themfelves, they re- 
peatedly varied their means of defence : at firft, they pretended that the commercial 
sranfactions of La Vallete could only affect the houfe of Saint Peter at Martinique ; 

thougli 
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though they inftrudted their agents to pay the notes drawn by that houfe : they after- 
wards urged, that commerce being forbidden to religious orders by the canons of the 
church, and by the laws, the condud of La Valete was an offence againft religion, 
which could not poffibly reflect on the whole fociety, becaufe crimes were perfonal, and 
admitted not of fureties. But the moft capital error they committed, was that of Turn- 
ing with their eyes open into the fnare which their adverfaries had prepared for them : 
thefe, in order to prove that the government of the Jefuits was defpotic ; that every 
thing was fubmitted to the power of the general ; that he was fole proprietor and difpofef 
of the wealth of the company ; that La Valete neither was, nor could be, any thing 
elfe than the agent of the fociety ; appealed to the constitutions of the order. The 
Jefuits imprudently accepted the challenge, and referred to the fame authority to juftify 
their affertion, that the fociety had no property, and that the funds belonged to the 
feveral houfes or colleges. The myflerious volume was, accordingly, ordered, by an 
arret of the feventeenth of April, 1 761, to be produced in court; and the confequence 
of its produdtion was a fucceflion of fentences, iflued by the parliament againft the 
Jefuits. 

The general and the whole fociety of Jefus were condemned to pay all the bills that 
had been drawn upon their agents, together with cofts, damages, and intereft for the 
money ; and father La Valete, and all other Jefuits were prohibited, under the fevereft 
penalties, from engaging, directly or indirectly, in any kind of traffic, forbidden by the 
canons of the church or the laws of the realm. This was a heavy blow ; but the Je- 
fuits, grown wife from experience, refolved to fubmit where refiftance would be vain, and 
adopted meafures for paying their creditors. Father Gatin, lately appointed procurator 
general of the miffionaries in America, found means, in the fhort fpace of nine months, 
to pay oft" thirteen hundred thoufand livres; and it is probable that he would have con- 
trived, in the courfe of a few years, to effed^a total liquidation of the company's debts, 
but for another blow which they received Wfm the parliament, a blow equally fatal to 
the.debtors and creditors. 



The book of the conftitutions of the Jefuits was found to contain an admirable, but 
alarming, picture of the order, all the members whereof, being united by the conformity 
of their morals, and the refemblance of their doctrine and manners, paid a blind fub- 
miffion and implicit obedience to their chief, and formed a diftindt body in the ftate, fub- 
jedt tothe fole controul of their general, who exercifed an abfolute fway over their incli- 
nations, their hearts, their morals, their fortunes, their external regimen, and over their 
inftitution itfelf. 

From an examination of the fundamental titles of the order, and of its eftablifh- 
ment in France, it was farther difcovered, that they had been formally expelled the king- 
dom 
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dom as a religious order, as Jefuits, in fad 5 and that if they had again obtained admiflion it 
was only on certain conditions which they had never fulfilled, and to which their general 
hadobftinately refufed to fubferibe; fo'thatthe contract between this religious order and 
the ftate had never been compleated, and itsexiftence in France was the effect of tolera- 
tion alone, and not of adoption. 

The parliament were delighted with this double difcovery ; they were aware how far 
it would enable them to proceed with their defigns, and they flattered themfelves with 
the profpedl of fubjecting the Jefuits to the fame difgrace to which they themfelves had 
been accuftomed for the lad ten years, and of which they confidcred that fociety as the 
principal authors. The abbe Chauvelin undertook to examine the indigefted mafs of 
papers prefented by the Jefuits ; and the effect of his refearches was a picture of the birth, 
the progrefs, and the actual ftate of the fociety, which he reprefented as a formidable 
Coloflus, whofe extended arms embraced the two worlds, and grafped at univerfal em- 
pire. The parliament, led away by the fatirical eloquence of his ftatement, fmote the 
ftatue, and, inftantaneoufly, that enormous mafs, hitherto alarming from the extent of 
its power, became dreadful only from- its ruins. 

But Chauvelin could never have accomplished his defign had he not been aflifted by 
the duke de Choifeul, who encouraged his efforts and gave weight to his eloquence. 
That minifter, of a reftlefs and enterprifing difpofition, endeavoured to effect revolutions 
not only in courts and in ftates, but in the opinions of the people; a free-thinker, and 
unincumbered with prejudices, he was deemed by the modern philofophers, whofe feet 
had begun to acquire a certain degree of confiftency, worthy of being their protector, 
and he juftified their choice by his zeal for the propagation of their doctrine. One of 
their principles was the total extirpation of monks, and the deftruction of convents, 
which they confidered as the receptacles of^norance and bigotry. The duke de Choi- 
feul was aware that this could not be effeWed fo long as the Jefuits fhould fubfift ; for 
although they defpifed the monks, and difdained to be confidered as fuch themfelves, they, 
ftill regarded them as the militia of the church, whom it would be dangerous to fupprefs 
or diminilhv It was therefore neceflary to the fuccefs of his fcheme to begin with them ; 
befides, the duke was perfonally difaffeaed to the order, to which he was an objeft of 
dread ; 'having, during his embafTy at Rome, had an opportunity of detecting fome of 
their intrigues. 

The arcufations preferred againft the Jefuits, at this period, both in- Spain and Por- 
tugal, contributed greatly to the accomplifhment of his defign. They were accufed of 
.{Turning the authority of fovereigns over the Indians in Paragua. ; of fow.ng d.lTen- 
tion between the fubjects of the two crowns ; of having excited a war and oppofed 
the combined armies of thofe fovereigns; and of having made attempts the mojl ftrange 
arid unprecedented. In conference of thefe charges, the king of Portugal, confider- 
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jng them as infligators of the attempt committed againft his life, (in September 1758) 
publilhed a kind of manifefto againft them, by which they were declared, as rebels and 
traitors, unnaturalized, profcribed, and exterminated ; and he ordered them to be expelled 
from his dominions, and to be tranfported into the territories of the Pope, to bedifpofed 
of as his holinefs fhould think fit. Spain had not yet proceeded to fuch extremities, but 
her minifter was anxious to imitate the conduct of Portugal, and the example of France 
•might have a confiderable influence over the Spanifh councils. The duke de Choifeul, 
who was then engaged in completing the family compact, wiflied to perform foine- 
.thing that might be agreeable to Spain, and which, at the fame time, would tend to the 
gratification of his own private refentment. Lewis the Fifteenth had himfelf been 
wounded and every attempt on the life of a king was charitably fuppofed to proceed from 
the Jefuits. This prejudice, which much pains had been taken to propagate, alrea- 
dy juftified the expulGon of the order, in the minds of the people. To facilitate 
the accomplifhment of thisdelign, a monftrous volume was compiled, of the pretend- 
ed aflertions of their cafuifts and other writers, whence it was inferred, that they 
taught a fanguinary and abominable doctrine, not only militating againft the fafety of the 
lives of the citizens, buteven againft that of the facred perfons of fovereigns. But though 
the ftorm, thus raifed, was violent, the Jefuits might have efcaped its fury, had their 
conduct been really as verfatile as it was reprefented ; if, by a diflimulation, inconfiftent 
•with the fimplicity enforced by religion, but prefcribcd by that worldly prudence which 
they were faid to poflefs in fo great a degree, they would have conformed themfelves 
to circumftanccs ; and if their general had not difplayed an intrepidity of character 
that only becomes the juft man, and fhould invariably be the attribute of a great and 
heroic mind. 

The Jefuits had no declared enemies at court, except the duke de Choifeul, and ma- 
dame de Pompadour. The laft, indeed, they might eafily have prevailed on to efpoufe 
their caufe ; but by fuch an attempt they wmild have difpleafed the queen, the dauphin, 
the dauphinds, and the whole royal family, by whom they were openly protected. The 
kijig himfelf was full y convinced of their innocence with regard to the attempt of Damiens 
on his life, and fnfFered himfelf to be perfuaded by the folicitations of his family, which 
the duke de Choifeul was too politic publicly to oppofe. It was reprefented to Lewis, 
that the parliament proceeded with too much precipitation in a caufe of fuch impor- 
tance, and that they ought not to be fuffered to gratify their private animofity at the 
ex pence of public juftice; he therefore iffued a declaration, on the fecond of Auguft, 
1 76 1 , prohibiting the parliament from adopting any definitive refolution, concerning 
the inftitution, the confutations, and the eftablifhment of the houfes 1 and colleges of the 
Jefuits; and appointing commiffioners, from among the members of the council, to exa- 
mine all the papers and other documents produced in the courfe of the trial. Thefe 
prpofs were certainly not decifive, fince the commiffioners, before they pronounced fen- 
tence, propofed the four following queftions: 

1. « Of 
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1. « Of what utility are the Jefuits in France, in discharging the different functions 
*< in which they are employed ? 

2. " What do they teach on the difputed points of doctrine, concerning Regicide, 
*' Tranfalpine opinions ; the liberties of the Gallican church, and the four articles of the 
" clergy ? 

3. " What conduct do they obferve in their houfes, and what ufe do they make of 
*' their privileges with regard to bilhops and rectors ? 

4. " What remedy can be applied to the inconveniencies refulting from the excef- 
** five authority exercifed by their General oyer all the members of the fociety " ? 

The commiflioners defired to have the opinion of the clergy on thefe different points : 
twelve prelates were accordingly appointed to deliver it; and from their report was 
deduced the neceflity, not of extinguishing the order, but of modifying their exiftence 
in France. A plan of accommodation was then drawn up and fent to the Pope, and to 
the General of the order, but the latter refufed to liften to any terms, and haughtily re- 
plied ; — " Sint ut funt, out non fint ! " — Let them remain as they are, or not exift at all. 
This imprudent reply was immediately followed by the fatal fentence of profcription, 
pronounced on the fixth of Auguft, 1762: the parliament, thereby, declared the bulls, 
briefs, conftitutions, and other regulations of the fociety called of Jefus, to be en- 
croachments of authority, and abufes of government ; forbade the members to wear the 
habit of the order, and to live under the obedience of the General and other fuperidrs 
of the fociety ; and interdicted them from the poffeffion of any prebends, benefices, or 
pulpits, or any other clerical or municipal offices. 

The Jefuits remonftrated, with great violend(^againft a fenteuce which they repre- 
fented as a work of monftrous iniquity. They infifted, that a hundred forms, neceffa- 
ry to their condemnation, had beenomitted, any one of which omiflions would have fuf- 
ficed to annul a fentence againft the meaneft individual. That the parliament had 
violated not only the forms, but the very principles of juftice, on this occafion, is moffc 
certain; for the Jefuits had not been heard in their own defence ; though the quef- 
tion involved objects of no lefs importance than the political exiftence, the lives, and 
the honour of fourthoufand individuals, publickly accufed of affaffination and regicide. 
Nor were the grounds on which they were condemned, lefs objectionable ; they were 
condemned, on an inftitute, which had been highly commended in the bulls of twenty 
fovereign pontiffs: on conftitutions, tending to enforce the moil rigid and falutary dis- 
cipline, and which, however exceptionable in particular points, could never deprive the 
civil law of its coercive authority over the Jefuits, as fubjects of the realm : and, 
Jtaftly, on a confufed heap of afjertions, fome of which were only a defence and deve- 
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lopement of the law of nature, enforced in various remonftrances of the magiftrates 
themfelves ; and others, but the erroneous maxims of fanaticifm and fuperftition, com- 
mon, in times of trouble and ignorance, to all religious orders, and even to the whole body 
of the clergy; andthefe aflertions were collected in the moll; partial manner; they were 
never verified ; the parties accufed had no opportunity of contradicting them ; and, in 
fhort, the whole proceeding, with Vefpect to them, was marked by a want of candour, and 
a degree of precipitation that reflected difgrace on the judges. 

The Jefuits pufficd their enemies with ftill greater vigour : they afked, In what re- 
fpect the accufations preferred againft them had been fubftantiated ? Who were, their ac- 
cufers — who their witnefles — and what proofs had been adduced ? — In Portugal, where 
the king had been aflaflinated, the Jefuits Alexander, Mathos, and Malagrida, had been' 
feized, imprifoned, and conviited of all the crimes laid to their charge, except that which 
had been urged in juftification of the total expulfion of the order. In France, they obferved, 
Damiens had never accufed them of being concerned in the attempt on the life of Lewis 
the Fifteenth: he appeared, on the contrary, wholly devoted to the magiftrates, and had 
even prefumed to folicit the king to recal fuch of them as he had banilhed : he had curfed 
the archbifhop, and cenfured h s obftinacy, to which he declared it was his intention to 
open the eyes of his majefty: his firft exclamation* when feized, was " Save the dauphin!" 
■which plainly indicated that he conceived the life of that prince to be in danger ; while 
he was the very man whom it was the intereft of the Jefuits to place upon the throne, 
and for whom alone they muft have committed the crime that was imputed to them. 

The profcribed members of this fociety particularly regarded as an aft of injuftice, the 
moft flagrant and tyrannical, the circumftance of rendering their fubfiftence the reward of. 
their infamy ; of forcing them to belie their confeience, by exacting a declaration, on 
oath, of their deteftation of an inftiti^n which they had embraced as facred, and which > 
they ftill confidered as fuch. The exaWion of this oath, indeed, betrayed no lefs imbecil- 
lity than defpotifm, fmce, agreeably to the moral of the fociety, as fet forth in the book 
of aflertions, thofe members who mould be bafe enough to take it, ought to be moft mif- 
trufted ; as having incurred the guilt of treachery, perjury, and diffimulation. In fad, 
what reliance could be placed on the profeffions of men, who were reprefented as fo many 
Proteufes, who would always remain efTentially the fame, whatever difguife- they might 
aflume ; as being obllinately perverfe, not to be changed by correaion ; and whofe 
fymptoms of repentance were not to be trufted to? To men of this defcription the only 
treatment that policy could dictate, was expulfion, total, unconditional, and unreftrain- 
ed; fuch as the king of Portugal had enforced, who, irvthat refpect, difplayed mucn ■ 
greater confiftency than the court of France. 

The parliaments of Rouen and Rennes had been the firft to adopt the errors of their 
fcrethreu at Paris, Some were more flow in their decifions : the parliament of Flanders 

could 
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could not prevail on themfelves to fandtiort an act which they confidercd as unjuft, with 
regard to a fociety from whom they had received great inftruaion. But thefe diffentions 
were foon terminated by the duke de Chorfeul, who, at length, obtained, in November, 
1764, a royal edi&, by which the order of the Jefu'rts was utterly abolifhed throughout 
the kingdom, though the members of which it was compofed were permitted to remain, 
in France, under the authority of the bifhops in the different diocefes, on condition of 
conforming to the laws of the realm. 

The indulgence with which the rigour of this edict was tempered, fufficiently proved 
that the meafures of the court had been folely dictated by policy, and that no real appre- 
henfions were entertained of the Jefuits, though they had been reprefented as ajpxjjins 
and regicides. The court, indeed, continued to fwarm with them ; the confeffors of the 
king, the queen, the dauphin, and the whole royal family, were all taken from that or- 
der. There were few courtiers but afforded a refuge to fome of them ; and it foon be- 
came fafhionable for every nobleman to have his Jefuit. Voltaire, who always aped 
the nobility, had one likewife, though, indeed, it was only with a view to make him the 
instrument of his caprice, and to difmifs him when he was no longer able to contribute 
to his amufement. 

The moft remarkable confequence of the expulfion of the fociety, and a confequence 
which their friends did not fail to afcribe to the vengeance of the Deity, was, that their 
creditors, who had occafioned their misfortunes, were the firft victims of their ruin. 
They had been regularly paid, from the time when Gatin had undertaken the manage- 
ment of the company's affairs, to the moment when, forefeeing their inability to avert 
the ftorm which lowered o'er their heads, the Jefuits ceafed to make good their engage- 
ments, in order to confult their perfonal intereft. This they did fo effectually, that 
when the officers of the parliament went to take an inventory of their effects, they 
found nothing but the bare walls. 

To this firft lofs may be added that which proceeded from a vaft number of forged 
notes, which multiplied the number of creditors, and encreafed the demand on the Je- 
fuits, which originally amounted only to three millions, to nine. This gave rife to fuch 
a multiplicity of law-fuits, that the advocates, attomies, judges, and all the officers of 
jujlice, reaped a moft profitable harveft, while the real creditors, ruined in the profecu- 
tion of their juft claims, beftowed more maledictions on the parliaments, than on the 
Jefuits themfelves. 

In fliort, the extirpation of the Jefuits was regretted by the majority of the nation : 
and to the fentiments of companion which misfortunes naturally excite, were added, hi 
their behalf, fentiments of gratitude, Almoft the whole generation had been educated 
by them ; and their pupils ftill preferved for their ancient mafters that attachment and 
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▼eneration which they had imbibed in the days of their youth, and which the Jefuits 
poffefTed the art of infpiring in a greater degree than any other preceptors. Many of 
their judges were fecretly their friends, and profeffed the greateft efteem for them ; and 
it is remarkable that not one of their numerous fcholars could reproach them with hav- 
ing endeayoured to inftil into their youthful minds the abominable maxims which they 
were accufed of propagating ; with having put into their hands any book that favoured 
fuch principles; or with having afforded them reafon to infer, from their conduit, that 
they inclined to that mode of thinking. 

It is worthy of observation, that the Jefuits appeared, with their robe, to lofe all their 
merit. They were no longer the fame characters; whether that this diftinctive mark 
tended to aggrandize them in the eyes of the vulgar, and to throw an additional luftre 
on their talents; or that the lofs of their garb expofed their impotence in its native co- 
lours, and that they did not really poffefs the genius, the talents, and therefources which 
had been afcribed to them. The mod diftinguifhed members of their fociety,. fuch as 
La Tour, Neuville, Montigny, Geoffroy, and Berthier, held down their defponding 
heads, and funk, like women, into tears. 

The firft confolation which the Jefuits were deftined to enjoy, after the period of their 
difgrace, refulted from the clamours of the provinces, where it became a ferious fubject 
of complaint, that fince their expulfion the colleges were abandoned in many places, 
neglected in moft, and in none fo well-conducted as during the time of the Jefuits. The 
philofophers themfelves, who had been inoft forward in promoting their expulfion, under 
the pretence that it would favour the progrefs of knowledge, by leading to the adoption' 
of a new mode of inftruction for youth, confefled that the parliament had been more ac- 
tuated by a defire to gratify their private animofity than by any concern for the pub- 
lic good. 

A. D. 1763, 1764.] The parliament of Paris, in their difpute with the Jefuits, had! 
difplayed the fame inconfiftency of conduct, and want of attention to principles, that 
marked moft of their fubfequent quarrels with the crown. An edict iffued by Lewis for 
the continuance of fome taxes that ought to have ended with the war, and for the impo- 
fition of others neceflaty for liquidating the additional debt which had been contracted 
during its progrefs, was refufed to be regiftered by the parliaments : and another edict, 
enabling the crown to redeem its debts at an inadequate price, was juftly reprefented as a 
violation of the public faith. 

This was the time for the parliament of Paris to diftinguifh themfelves: had they 
been really influenced by that patriotic zeal which they fo loudly profefled ; had they 
purfued the affairs of the nation with the fame warmth which they had difplayed in 
a caufe that interefted their own dignity, and roufed the private paffions of fome of 

their 
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their members, they would have perfifted in their determination not to regifter edicts that 
were either oppreffive or difgraceful, and have enforced the propriety of convening the 
States-general, who were alone competent to decide definiiivdy on fifcal regulations that 
tended to impofe frefh burdens on the people. But, inftead of purfuing this line of 
conduct, and thereby evincing the redtitude of theix intentions, they fuffered themfelves 
to be feduced by favours artfully beftowed, and privileges judicioufly conferred ; and the 
fele&ion of a comptroller-general of the finances — M. de Laverdy, a violent enemy to 
the Jefuits — from among their members, rendered them forgetful of the duty they owed 
to the nation, and made them withdiaw their oppofitioq. 

The provincial parliaments, however, difplayed greater firmnefs, integrity, and refolu- 
tion. The language employed by the members of the parliament of Rouen, is pecu- 
liarly worthy of being tranfmitted to pofterity. " The fubjedV' — faid they — 11 has a 
V right to the eafieft and leaft burthenfome method of contributing to the wants of the 
" ftate. This right, which is founded in nature, belongs to every nation in the world ; 
** it is principally the right of the Franks; and, in a more efpecial manner, that of 
44 your province of Normandy. The Norman charter furnifhes on this head the moffc 
*' refpedtable monument of our national Immunities, and of the justice of the kings, 
** your auguft predeceflbrs. We there find that no tax can be levied on your fubjcdls of 
w this province, unlefs it be agreed to in the affembly of the people of the three efiates. 
44 This charter fubjijls in its full force ; it makes a part of your people's rights, "which yew 
** fwore to maintain before him BY whom kings reign." 

At Bourdeaux the parliament made no fcruple to declare, that it was their duty, in re- 
giftering an edict, to bear witnefs to the people, that the tax was juft ; and to the king, 
that the people were ftill able to furnifh the fupplies; at Thouloufe, at Grenoble, and* 
Befancon, they purfued the fame meafures, and held the fame language. 

* 

The court, to combat this oppofition, fent down the different governors ofthe pro* 
vinces, with orders, in the king's name, to regifter the edicts by force, and to caufe them 
to be obeyed. The duke of Fitzjames, accordingly, repaired to Touloufe ; the duke of 
Harcourt to Rouen ; and monfieur Mefnil to Grenoble. The former in vain confined 
the principal magiftrates to their houfes, and menaced the reft with a fimilar reflraint ; 
the popular party was rather provoked than intimidated by this unconftitutional exertion 
of authority : the neighbouring parliament of Provence efpoufed with ardour the caufe 
of their brethren of Touloufe : they declared, that by the outrage committed in the capi- 
tal of Languedoc, the whole nation, and the throne itfelf, were wounded by tyrannical 
acts : the members of the parliament of Touloufe, animated and encouraged by the ex- 
hortations and affurances of Provence, as foon as they could affemble, came to more effec- 
tual refolutions, and determined to arreft the governor, though acting with the authori- 
ty, and under the immediate direction of the crown, and to proceed againft him as a cri- 
minal, 
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initial. But the parliament of Paris interpofed their authority, and although the matter 
was already referred to them, accufed the parliament of Touloufe of having infringed 
on their rights, by prefuming to inftitute a criminal proceeding againft a peer of the 
realm. The fyftem of unity which they had recently enforced, they now facrificed to a 
principle of vanity ; and put an immediate ftop to the proceedings commenced againft 
the duke of Fitzjames. 

The duke of Harcourt, and M. Mefnil, in Rouen and Grenoble, imitated the conduct 
©f Fitzjames, and experienced a fimilar oppofition. Their refpective parliaments com- 
manded their bodies to be feized, and brought to the prifons of the court ; and, in cafe 
they could not be apprehended, their eftates were to be confifcated, and put under the ad- 
miniftration of a legal commiflary. 

A. D. 1765, 1766.] The latter years of the reign of Lewis the Fifteenth, like 
thofe of his immediate predeceflbr, were marked by a variety of domeftic misfortunes. 
In 1759, t ^ ie y oun g duchefs of Parma, his daughter and his eonfidente, was carried off by 
the fmall-pox, during a vifit to her father at Verfailles. The death of the youthful 
prince of Conde and the count of Charolois, which happened in the enfuing year, made 
a fenfible diminution in the focial circle of their royal kinfman ; who, in the fpring 
of 1761, experienced a ftill greater lofs in the death of the duke of Burgundy, eldeft fon 
to the dauphin : in March, 1764, the marchionefs de Pompadour expired, having retain- 
ed to the laft her fatal influence over the mind of Lewis; and on the twentieth of De- 
cember, in the year following, he loft his only fon, the dauphin, a prince, who joined, 
to an enlightened underftanding, as good a heart as ever graced the bofom of humanity ; 
whofe mind, decorated with every virtue, reflected luftre on his rank; and whofe cha- 
racter the foul breath of calumny never dared to pollute. He expired, in the thirty- 
feventh year of his age, univerfally regre||ed by the nation. Maria-Therefa, whom the 
dauphin had firft efpoufed, died in child bed ; and the daughter of which ftie was deliver- 
ed, furvived her mother but a fhort time. His fecond marriage, in 1747, with Maria- 
^ofepha of Saxony, proved more fruitful ; and he left behind him three fons, the duke of 
Berry, on whom the king immediately conferred the title of dauphin; the count of 
Provence, and the count d'Artois ; with two daughters. The dauphinefs only furvived 
her hulband fifteen months ; and but the fame fhort fpace elapled between her death and 
that of the queen ; fo that the king, in the courfe of a very few years, found all his 
deareft connections dilTolved. 

A. D. j 766 to 1769.] But if the heart of Lewis was, on this occafion, alive to pa- 
ternal emotions, the cares of fovereignty allowed him not to ; indulge hisforrows in re- 
tirement. Anxious to repair the lofles fuftained during the late war by an acceflion of 
territory, the duke de Choifeul directed the attention of his royal matter to the ftate of 

foreign 
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foreign powers. Poland was afflicted with all the calamities that refult from religious 
rancour and civil commotion; but the diftance of that country precluded the interfer- 
ence of France ; and Lewis was advifed by his minifter to confine his views to the ac- 
quifition of Corfica, an i Hand in the Mediterranean. Previous to this enterprize, the 
patrimony of Saint Peter, defended only by fpiritual arms, was deftined to experience the 
more formidable vengeance of the king of France. On the rcfufal of the pope to recal J 
a brief which he had publifhed againfl the duke of Parma, Lev\ is thought proper to re- 
claim the territories of Avignon and the Venaiflin, as fiefs of the crown; and the Ro- 
man pontiff, having no troops to oppofe him, could only denounce againfl him the pe- 
nalties incurred by thofe who feize on effects belonging to the church. But the thunders 
of the Vatican, once fo dreadful, were no longer regarded: and the marquis de Roche- 
chouart, with the regiment of Dauphine, expelled the feeble train of the pope, and re- 
ceived, in the name of the king, the homage and fubmiffion of the people. 

It was the intention of the duke de Choifeul, ever anxious to promote the total 
extinction of the Jefuits in Chriftendom, and who, throughout this difpute, defcried 
the finger of Loyola, not to reftore the territories which he had feized until the Pope 
had not only given fatisfadtion to the duke of Parma, but had confented to annihi- 
late the order, which he purfued with fuch implacable vengeance. The Pope had 
the courage to refufe, and died without complying with either of the two requifitions, 
which were only obtained under his fucceffor Ganganelli. 

Far different preparations from thofe which had fufficed for the feizure of Avignon 
and the Venaiflin were requifite to fubdue the bold and hardy natives of Corfi- 
ca. That ifland had, for the long fpace of forty years, refitted the arbitrary fway 
©f the republic of Genoa, which claimed the fovereignty, by right of conqueft ; 
after the Genoefe had expended, in the profecution of this claim, an immenfe fum 
of money, and exhaufted their ftrength in unavailing efforts, they were obliged to 
have recourfe to the French, to whom they transferred their pretenfions, on condition 
that Lewis fhould put them in poffeflion of the adjacent ifland of Capraia, which the 
Corficans had lately invaded and reduced. Lewis was fearful that the acceptance of 
their offer would excite the jealoufy of the Englifh ; but this objection was fpeedily 
over-ruled by the duke de Choifeul, who exaggerated the advantages to be derived from 
the poffeffion of Corfica, which he reprefented as fufficient to counterbalance the lofs 
of Canada. One point, which, had the principles of juftice been con-fulted, would have 
been the firfl: to difcufs, wholly efcaped the attention both of king and minifter : this 
was an inveftigation of the validity of the rights of the republick of Genoa fo the 
ifland of Corfica. It was certainly worthy of enquiry, whether thefe rights ought not 
to fall before the conflant claims of a whole people, inceffantly afTerted for nearly half a 
century? and alfo, whether, the juftice of the pretenfions of the Genoefe being ad- 
mitted, 
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mitted, the republic was jullified in transferring the fovercignty to France, without 
the confent 6f the nation, expreffed or implied ? 

Without entering into any difcuflion of thefe points, the French minifter refolved 
■to enforce that right which refults only from fuperior ftrength. The marquis de Chau- 
velin, appointed general of the troops deftined for this expedition, on his arrival in 
Corfica, without any previous form, publiftied a royal edict, declaring Lewis king of 
Corfica ; which was followed by a private ordinance, theatening to punifh all perfons 
who fliould refill, and repel force by force. All Corfican veflels were ordered to hoift 
the French colours, in failure whereof they were to be confidered as pirates, and treat- 
ed accordingly. The fuccefs which attended the firft effort of the French arms in- 
fluenced the pride of the minifter, who caufed a pompous account of his victories, 
couched in the moft indecent terms, to be inferted in the public papers. But lie foon 
had reafon to repent his temerity ; and the recital of the fubfequent humiliations ex- 
perienced by the troops, rendered public through the medium of the foreign Gazettes, 
convinced hiin that his conduct was regarded with indignation by all Europe. 



A manifefto, at once moderate and firm, publifhed in the name of the general and 
fupreme council of the kingdom of Corfica, tended greatly to augment that indigna- 
tion. The Corlicans complained that his Chriftian majefty, after having exprefsly 
acknowledged their freedom and independence ; after having negociated, under that 
idea, an accommodation between the nation and the republic of Genoa, for four fucceflive 
years, had now afferted rn his own name, thofe pretended rights, the invalidity of 
which he had before admitted: they maintained, that, even were the fovereignty of Ge- 
noa eftablifhed, it could only have refulted from a regular contract between the parties, 
which muft be diffolved the moment one of them departed from their original agree- 
ment, by a ceffion to which the other had not only not given its confent, but on which 
it had never even been confulted ; for it was neceffary firft to confider whether the fame 
motives- which might have influenced the Corficans in fubmitting themfelves to the autho- 
rity of the Genoefe would hold good with regard to the French. They complained 
mi the .perfidy of the duke de Choifeul, who, after writing to affure them that no change 
In their political ftate had taken place, that they might renew their negotiations 
with the republick of Genoa, fuffered troops, admitted into the illand under the pre- 
tence of a&ing as mediators, to exercife hoftilities againft the inhabitants, to treat 
the Corficans as a conquered nation, as a flock of Jheep carried to market for f ale. 

Thisfpirited manifefto was fupported by a defence fo vigorous, that the firft cam- 
paign terminated in favour of the oppreffed Corficans; whofe free fuffrages had fum- 
moned to the fupreme government of the ifland, Paoli, one of their chiefs, who then 
bore the reputation of a man of letters, a wife legiflator, an able politician, and a good 

warrior. 
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ivarriour. He was well awaie of his inability to refill, unfupported, the power of 
France ; but his object was to gain time, by fortifying the ftrong bolds and mountainous 
parts of the ifland, in the hope that the intemperance of the climate, and the unwhole- 
foraenefs of the air, would effect an important diminution of the enemy's troops. He 
flattered himfelf, too, with the hopes of obtaining fome afliftance from England; and 
the arrival of a few individuals from that country encreafed his expectations of receiv- 
ing more efficacious fupport. 

Meanwhile the people in France were highly difcontented : fevcral thoufands of men 
had already been facrificed ; thirtv millions of livres had been expended ; and all the let- 
ters from Corfica, far from reviving the drooping fpirits of the nation, were filled only 
With lamentations. Such a dreadful defcription, indeed, was given of the ifland, that, 
in cafe it were compleatly reduced, it was fuppofed that it would be neceflary to facrifice 
two hundred millions before any advantage could be reaped from it. The duke de Choi- 
feul, who, though eafily led away by the full brilliant fpeculations that prefented them- 
felves to his imagination, did not poffefs the obftinacy of weak and little minds, and was 
eafily brought back to a right mode of thinking, acknowledged the folly of his fcheme ; 
and he would probably have abandoned it, if the favour he enjoyed at court, and, in fome 
degree, his honour, had not depended on its fuccefs. The king was difcontented; his 
favourite, the marquis de Chauvelin, enraged at being compelled to fly before an undifci- 
plined band of mountaineers, inceflantly complained that the number of his troops was 
inadequate to the enterprize ; preffed for reinforcements ; exaggerated the difficulties and 
expence of a conqueft, which, he maintained, would be of little or no advantage to the 
nation ; and expreffed his apprehenfions of an attack from the Englifli, which would 
totally defeat his fchemes. 

The duke de Choifeul, having proceeded too far to retract, determined toencreafe the 
means of attack in proportion to the difficulties that occurred ; he accordingly fent 
eight-and- forty battalions of infantry to Corfica, and, taking the command from the mar- 
quis de Chauvelin, conferred it on the count de Vaux, who, in the fhort fpace of two 
months, completed the reduction of the ifland. This rapid fuccefs was chiefly owing to 
the difcouragement that prevailed among the Corficans, who, difappointed in their expec- 
tation of fupport from England, confidered refifl ance to be as vain as it was perilous. 
Many of the leaders took refuge in the neighbouring ftates ; and Paoli, after a generous 
but ineffectual effort to eflablifh the independence of his country, returned to London. 

While the treafures of France were exhaufled in this unpr6fitable conflict, all at- 
tempts to replenifli them, by extending her commerce, proved fruitlefs and impotent. 
Her Eaft India company, formerly fo flourifhing, became totally bankrupt ; the moft 
capital commercial houfes were involved in their ruin ; and the defperate manoeuvre of 
the duke de Choifeul, in reducing the intereft of the public funds to one half, and, at the 
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fame time, taking away the benefit of furvivorftiip in the tontines, encreafed the general 
gloom, and deftroyed the bafis of all national faith and credit. ■_ 

During thefe tranfa&ions, the fermentation in the different parliaments of the king- 
dom was more violent than ever. The difcord which had been excited among them by 
the pre-eminence granted to that of Paris, had only occafioned a temporary divifion, and 
their union was now firmly cemented by the ftrong band of intereft. The recal of the 
governors whofe defpotic proceedings had roufed their refentment, produced but a fliort 
calm; and the ftorm foon broke out afrefh, and with additional violence. The deftruc- 
tion of the parliament of Paris (in June, 1765), but feebly oppofed by the other par- 
liaments, and its re-edification, according to the will of the minifter, encouraged the lat- 
ter to more daring exertions of power ; and the defpotic treatment of fome members of 
the parliament of Rennes convinced the magiftrates of the neceffity of uniting their 
efforts in affertingthe ineftimable privilege, to which they were entitled, of being tried by 
their peers. 

This procefs, diftinguifhed, in hiflory, by the appellation of The affair of Brittany, 
originated in the arrets iffued againft the Jefuits, and in the papers publifhed on the occa- 
fion. M. de la Chalotais, the author of thefe publications, appeared to be their moft for- 
midable adverfary in Brittany , and having found it impofTible to avert the deftrudlion 
with which they were threatened, they refolved to avail themfelves of the powerful par- 
ty they had in that province, in order to excite troubles and cabals, by favour of which 
they hoped to effect their re-eftablifhinent, or, at leaft, to gratify their revenge. The 
ftatesof the province, affembled in 1762, afforded them an opportunity for beginning 
their plan. The bifhops, and, indeed, almoft the whole body of the clergy, were their 
friends, as were alfo many members of the nobleffc, and the governor of the province, 
whofe influence over the third eftate was almoft unlimited. 

The grand object of the Jefuits was to procure a revocation of the arrets of the par- 
liament of Brittany, by which their fociety had been diffolved in that province, under 
pretence that the magiftrates had, in that inftance, infringed on the rights of the ftates. 
Their partifans were extremely animated, and threats, the moft violent and infulting, were 
employed, on either fide, in the apartment where the ftates were affembled; and the 
duke d'Aiguillon, whofe duty it was, as governor, to prevent fuch excefles, indirectly 
authorized them by his filence. Three times they returned to the charge ; feveral letters 
from the late dauphin, either real or forged, were fecretly circulated, in order to prejudice 
the minds of the members in favour of the Jefuits ; and if thefe commotions had met 
with no interruption, they would probably have excited a civil war in the province, that, 
in a fhort time, muft have extended oyer the whole kingdom. 
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M. de la Chalotais, as much interefted by vanity, and motives of perfonal fafcry, as by 
pntriotifm, in maintaining a work of which he was the principal inftigator, found means 
to quell the troubles which the governor, alternately protector of and protected by the 
Jefuits, endeavoured to excite in the province. He informed the duke de Choifeul of 
their manoeuvres, which, being once difcovered, loft all their activity in the ftates. But 
the Jefuits ftill thought they had gained a confiderable advantage, by rendering their 
quarrel perfonal to the duke d'Aiguillon, who had become the implacable enemy of 
their enemies. Proud of fucli a leader, they formed a defign of promoting their ends by 
different means. 

Univerfal complaints had been preferred againft the governor of Brittany for his con- 
duel: concerning the highways. Thefe had been taken into confideration by the parlia- 
ment; and as the magiftrates who fupported the complaints were the fame who had op- 
pofed the Jefuits, the duke d'Aiguillon was eafily prevailed on to join with the latter 
in promoting their ruin. By a difplay of addrefs, truly worthy of the Jefuits, they 
contrived, by ftimulating the vanity of the comptroller-general, Laverdy, to make that 
minifter indirectly concur in promoting the fuccefs of their fcheme, although he was a 
violent Janfenift, and had ever evinced the molt implacable enmity to the order. En- 
raged at the refufal of the parliament to grant a free gift of feven hundred thoufand 
livres to the crown, he feconded the efforts of the duke d'Aiguillon, by multiplying the 
ftrokes of authority againft the court and the province. He found himfelf carried fo far 
beyond his intentions, that, by a fucceflion of incomprehenfible meafures, into many of 
which he had been artfully betrayed by fnares that it was fcarcely poffible to avoid, he 
induced feveral of the magiftrates to give in their refignation. 

The Jefuits and their partifans, being thus left mafters of the field of battle, held 
•what affemblies and conventicles they thought proper ; and by that means effected the 
ruin of M. de la Chalotais, their principal enemy, who had oppofed their manoeuvres to 
the utmoft of his power, during the meeting of the ftates. His fon, alfo, and feveral 
magiftrates who had fignalized their enmity to the order, were deftined to become the 
victims of their artful machinations. Every circumftance feemed to contribute to the 
fuccefs of their fchemes: the governor efpoufed their caufe with warmth, and his uncle, 
the count de Saint Florentin, fecretary of ftate, within whofe department the province 
of Brittany lay, feconded, with zeal, the defigns of his nephew. Some members of the 
parliament, that had not refigned, were devoted to their intcreft, and were prepared 
to form a tribunal, whence they had every thing to hope, and nothing to dread. Laftly, 
the king was favourable to their party, being fo much enraged againft the Bretons, that 
he had exprefled his determination never to grant them any favour or indulgence of any 
Jkiod; and he had even made known his intentions to all his minifters. 
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The defolation occafioned in the province by the difperfion of the parliament, had 
given birth to murmurs, complaints, and acts of defperation, whence the Jefuits con- 
trived to reap advantage. It is highly probable, that, amidft the general fermentation, 
they fabricated various publications calculated to promote their defign, which were af- 
cribed to the inalecontents. Already had a procefs been inftituted at Paris on the fubjecT: 
of different intrigues excited with a view to encourage an infurreclion ; of different li- 
bels which had appeared, both in profe and verfe, tending to attack the honour and repu- 
tation of certain magiftrates, and other loyal fubje&s, attached to government ; and of 
different anonymous letters, injurious to the royal authority, addrefTed to minifters. The 
cognizance of thefe offences had been referred to the parliament of Paris; and while 
they were employed in the inveftigation of fads, frefh a£ts of violence were committed 
in Brittany. 

In the night of the tenth of November, 1765, M. de la Chalotais, his fon, and threer 
members of the parliament who had given in their refignation, were arrefted and thrown, 
into prifon. By the letters- patent which were publifhed five days after their arreft, it 
appeared, that thefe magiftrates had been reprefented to the king as enemies both to the 
authority of the crown, and the tranquillity of the kingdom. They were accufed of 
having endeavoured, for fome time paft, to excite a dangerous fermentation in Brittany ; 
of having, with this view, holden unlawful auemblies, formed criminal aflbciations, and 
maintained fufpicious correfpondences ; of calumniating, in various libels, all thofe who 
had difplayed an attachment to the fervice of their fovereign ; of having undertaken to 
circulate publications compofed in the fame fpirit of independence which had impelled 
them to make the moft feditious fpeeches in public ; and, laftly, of having carried theit 
audacity fo far as to fend anonymous notes to court, injurious to the perfon of the king, 
and to the dignity of the crown. 

It was upon fuch vague accufations, that a moft iniquitous procefs was inftituted, un- 
exampled in the annals of juftice. In order to preferve, at lead, the appearance of regu- 
larity, and the better to deceive the king, the miniftcr offered to reftorc thofe members of 
the parliament of Brittany who had given in their refignation, and to leave the trial of 
the accufsd magiftrates to them; By this offer they wifhed to convey the idea, that 
they could fubftantiate the accufation-s preferred againft thofe magiftrates, or, at leaft, 
that they acted with candour and impartiality ; but they knew that if the members 
fhould accept the offer, and rcfume their functions, they might juftly be accufed of be- 
traying their honour, their country, and their oath. That which they had forefeen hap- 
pened : the parliament, after deliberating upon the king's orders, decreed, that, the mcr 
ir. es which had determined them to give in their refignation ftill fubfifting, it was im~ 
pomble for them to refume their functions. Even fome of thofe who had not yet ro- 
figncd now followtcd the example of their brethren. 
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The miniftry, encouraged by the example of the parliament of Paris, immediately re- 
felved to re-eonjlruft that of Rennes on the fame footing ; and, in the mean time, they 
appointed a council for the adminiftration of juftice in the province, to which they ad- 
dreflld letters-patent, enjoining them to commence, without delay, the trial of the ac- 
cufed magiftrates. But before they could obey thefe injunctions, having perfuaded fome 
of the magiftrates who had retigned to take their feats, and re-efhbliihed the company, 
the cognizance of the affair was referred to them. This manoeuvre had been concerted 
with thofe members who, though enemies to the parties accufed, whofe firmnefs was a 
continual reproach to themfelves, vet did not dare pronounce fuch a fentence as the court 
defired ; and therefore gave up a right which they, indeed, might refufe to cxercife, but 
of which they could, not deprive the defendants. This afforded a pretence for again refer- 
ring the matter to a commiffion; and, for this purpofe, iixty new commiffioners were ap- 
pointed, by letters-patent, dated the twenty-fourth of January, 1766, to hold a royal 
chamber at Saint Malo. 

At that town, every art that the ingenuity of malice could devife, every mifconfiruc- 
tion of law, and violation of juftice, were employed, under the influence and direction 
of the duke d'Aiguillon, to traduce the characters, and operate the conviction of tbe 
parties accufed. But, at the moment when every thing was prepared for the execution 
of an iniquitous fentence, drawn up at Verfailles, previous to the departure of the com- 
miffioners, the vigorous remonftrances of the parliament of Paris, feconded by the re- 
presentations of the duke de Choifeul, induced Lewis to revoke the fatal arret, which 
was already figned. 

The powers of the commiffion now ceafed ; and the caufe was referred to the decifion of 
thofe judges who were alone competent to try it. But as they were but few in number, fe- 
duced by favour or intimidated by threats, they could not be confidered as the true par- 
liament, unlefs joined by the feceding magiftrates. M. de la Chalotais and the other de- 
fendants, therefore, declined their tribunal in its prelent ftate, and, maintaining, that as 
they could not take cognizance of a caufe between private peifons, they could much 
lefs undertake to try members of a court who had the privilege of being tried by all 
the chambers of the parliament affembled, they required to be fent before the parliament 
of Bourdeaux. 

After a variety of contradictory proceedings, in which all the forms of juftice were 
violated, the prifoners were, by an arret of the council, in July, 1766, transferred to the 
Baflille, and their caufe was referred to the decifion of the council : and on the twenty- 
fourth of December the king, by virtue of his royal authority, put a flop to all the pro- 
ceedings, andpublifhed a. general amnefty in favour of the defendants. 
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Yet, by a'manifeft contradiction, while the minifters exalted the wifdom, the modera* 
tion, and the goodnefsof tlieir fovereign, they made him commit an act of tyranny the - 
mod revolting. The magiftrates, releafed from the Baftille, were not only reftored 
to their ports, but the king delared that he would never more repofe any confidence or 
"ihow any favour to his attornies-general, in the parliament of Brittany, who were in- 
volved in the fame difgrace, or rather perfecution, with the other magiftrates. They 
were even ban idled ; and fuch was the rigour exercifed againft them, that they were not 
permitted the liberty of taking leave of their friends and relations. The parliament of 
Paris reprefented, in ftrong terms, the inconfiftency of fuch a proceeding, which tended 
to caft reflections on the characters of the parties ; but the king filenced them on that 
head by obferving, that the punifhment by no means affected their honour. It was by 
fuch miferable fubterfuges, fuggefted to the private vengeance ot Lewis, that the ene- 
mies of the magiftrates contrived to gratify their own : they had piqued the vanity of 
the monarch, by mowing him intercepted letters, in which the magiftrates, without in- 
fulting majefty, fpoke truths to the man, which he had not virtue to bear. 

Tar from reftoring tranquillity, by fuch conduct, to the diftracted province of Brit- 
tany, as the minifters had given the king reafon to expect;, it was more rent by diffen- 
tions than ever. The Jefuitical cabal continued to fow difcord in every part of it. The- 
parliament, deprived of its ancient fplendour, was no longer the fanctuary of juftice, but 
the repair of iniquity ; a mock tribunal, aptly denominated The Bailiwick of Aiguillon. 
The nates, divided among themfelves, faw the ftrokes of authority, aimed at their expir- 
ing liberty, daily multiplied. The order of nobility ftill ftruggled for the freedom of 
their country, though haraffed by a fchifin occafioned by the intriguing arts of the go- 
vernor, an abfolute defpot, furrounded by fpies, informers, and a fcrvile herd of depen- 
dants, ready to obey his commands, however atrocious and unjuft; and mafter of the 
lettres-de- cachet, thofe inftruments of tyranny, with which his uncle, the fecretary, fup- 
plied him moft plentifully, and which enabled him to deprive the province of its moft 
ftrenuous defenders. In fhort, the duke d'Aiguillon had undertaken to complete the 
tatal deftruchon of the rights of the Bretons, by enforcing the regiftration of a dreadful 
regulation, confifting of two hundred and thirty-one articles, moft of which were calcu- 
lated for the infidious purpofe of giving the force of law to all the innovations he had 
introduced, to all the ahufesof authority he had exercifed, to all the acts of violence he 
had committed, in direct violation of all ancient rights and cuftoms, as well in fubftance 
as in form. 

Fortunately for the Bretons, this was the laft act of the governor's adminiftration : 
the meafure of his iniquities was full ; and the nation, reduced to defpair, might have 
recourfe to the moft dreadful extremes ; at leaft, it was under this point of view that 
the duke de Choifeul, the perfonal enemy of d'Aiguillon, whofe exceffive ambition 

he 



Ij6j.] LEWIS THE FIFTEENTH. 695 

he dreaded, reprefented the matter, in order to excite the apprehenfions of his fove- 
reign. After expatiating on the troubles which the oppreffive regulation of the duke 
J'Aiguillon muft neceffarily occafion at the enfuing convocation of the flates, he ad- 
vifcd him to fummon an extraordinary meeting at which it might be difcuffed with 
freedom. This minifter knew how to manage the king, who would have refufed 
fuddenly to deftroy a work which, odious as it was, had been executed under his orders. 
He only fpoke of explanations and modifications, which would not call his authority 
in queftion, and which, by enforcing the neceflary difpenfations for keeping the ftates 
within due bounds, would enflave the nobility more furely, fince it would lead them 
to concur in forging chains for themfelves. In order the better to allure his mafter, 
he propofed to him to charge the prcfideut Ogier with this coinmiflion, a magiftrate 
efteemed for his mild and conciliatory difpofition, by the king, who repofed in him a 
particular confidence. As a lawyer too, Ogier was well acquainted with the forms, 
and, difplaying fome of the arbitrary pomp of a governor, he would have more the air 
©f a mediator. Lewis the Fifteenth fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded by his minif- 
ter, and the commiffioner was appointed. 

Notwithstanding the efforts of the duke d'Aiguillon to promote a fpirit of faction, 
the Bretons received Ogier as the harbinger of peace ; the utmoft tranquillity prevail- 
ed in the aflembly, and the moft perfect union obtained between the different orders. 
The partizans of the governor, affecting the warmeft zeal for the fubjects of the pro- 
vince which they had fo repeatedly violated, propofed that the ftates mould content 
themfelves with fupplicating the king to withdraw the monftrous code of laws which 
formed the fubject of their complaints, and even to difpenfe them from entering into 
a difcuffion of the fame, fince it was their peculiar right and privilege to make 
regulations for themfelves. But this propofal was rejected, and after entering up 
a refpectable proteft, they proceeded to examine the regulation, article by article, and 
the royal authority was fuffered to preferve its whole influence. The prefident, in 
his return to court, made a favourable report of the loyalty of the Bretons ; and it 
was decided that the duke de Duras fhould prefide at the next general convention of 
the ftates. 

All thefe conciliating meafures were calculated to produce the return of the parlia- 
ment, which accordingly took place, in the following year ; when they were joined by 
the four magiftrates who had been involved in the procefs commenced againft MefTrs. 
de la Chalotais, and Caradeue the attorney-general, who were the only perfons whom 
the king could not be prevailed on to reftore, perfifting in declaring them innocent, 
but ftill pretending that he had private reafons for keeping them in exile. 

In the midft of thefe difputes, the king had repaired, on the third of March, 1-766, to 
the parliament of Paris, where he held the famous felfion called the Flagellation; be- 
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enure it refemhlcd a fimilar meeting in the reign of his predeceflbr, who repaired thither 
With a whip in his hand. Lewis folemnly profcribed all the pretended innovations of 
the parliaments, particularly the ufe of the word clafs, and boldly afferted that he held 
his crown of God alone. Not conlent with the promulgation of this arbitrary and ob- 
folete doctrine HI the capital, he ordered the different provincial parliaments to repair 
to Paris, and to bring with them their regifters, that the fame arrogant affertion of the 
'Jin divlnum of their monarch might be inlertcd therein. Thus the aggrandizement 
cf the magiilracy, the progreflive labour of fifteen years, was deftroyed by a fingle exer- 
tion of defpotk power; the different companies returned to their homes, with for- 
row in their hearts, to iffue arrets that bore the marks of their timidity, in which they 
did not dare to combat the falfehood of the difgufting propofition inferibed on their 
regifters ; and fuch was their difcouragement, that they never, from that period, in any 
of their publications, made ufe of the profcribed appellation of clafs, 

Had this vigorous meafure of the king been fupported, the triumph of defpotifm 
mull have been immediately eflablifhed on the ruins of the national freedom : but for- 
tunately diffentions prevailed among the members, all of whom had private reafons. 
for wifhing to court the magiftracy. The comptroller-general had edicts to regifter : 
Maupeou, who held the feals with the dignity of wr-chancellor, wiftied to obtain the 
full rank of chancellor ; and the duke de Choifeul was anxious to prevent the duke 
d'Aiguillon from fucceeding in his fchemes in Brittany. This circumftance, and 
not any motive of patriotifm, prevented them from puifuing any regular fyftem for 
enflaving the nation ; though too many of the meafures of the prefent reign tended 
to promote that pernicious end. 

A. D. 1769, 1770.] While Lewis puniflied with banifhment the attornies-ge- 
neral of the parliament of Brittany, whofe innocence he had acknowleged, he confer- 
red the moft fignal marks of his favour on the duke d'Aiguillon, whom he had been 
obliged to deprive of the government of that province, on the report of the prefident 
Ogier, of the acts of violence he had committed, and the general execrations he had 
incurred. It was through the influence of the countefs du Barri, the new and favourite 
jniHrefs of the king, whofe confidence he had acquired, that the duke obtained the poft 
of commandant of the light-horfe of his majefty's guards; which only tended to ag- 
gravate the rtfentment of the Bretons, and to render the magiftrates more active in 
profecuting him The parliament of Rennes, under pretence of fome troubles having 
been excited, within their jurifdicYion, by the Jefuirs, had ordered a ftridt inveftigation 
of the conduit of thofe people to be made, in confequence of which they iflued an 
arret obliging them to quit the province, or take the oath prefcribed by the law. 
In the courfe of the informations taken previous to the publication of the arret, it was 
found that the duke d'Aiguillon had fuborned wttneffes to appear againft the accufed 

magiftrates; 
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magi ft rates ; in the depofitions were difcovered indications of the moft flagrant oppref- 
fion ; of an enormous abufe of power ; of the majl atrocious crime — toufe the expreffions 
of the parliament of Brittany (in their letter to the chancellor), who meant to infinuate 
that he had formed a fcheme for poifoning the attornies-general. In confequence of 
this difcovery, a profecution was immediately inftituted ngainft the duke, and a variety of 
tkpofitions taken, but the proceedings were fuddenly flopped by an arret of the council. 

Meanwhile a fpirited memorial was addreffed to the king, on the inconfiflency of his 
conduct, with regard to the attornies-general, by the commiflion, appointed to fit in 
Brittany during the interval between the annual meeting of the ftates. " We cannot" 
— faid the commiflioners — " conceal from your majefty the univerfal defolation which 
«* your anfweroccafioned. The very teftimony, fo glorious for the attornies-general, 
" and fo fatisfadtory for us, which you bear to their innocence, becomes a fource of ter- 

ror to all citizens. — What, Sire ! are they innocent, and do you punifli them ? 

" We could not fee, without furprize mixed with alarm, private facts and difcontents 
** affigned as motives for the inflicton of a public punifhment. Every magillrate, every 
*' citizen, every man, who is punifhed, ought previoufly to be found guilty ; and he can- 
** not be tried without the liberty of defending himfelf. If he be accufed, he muft 
" know of what, and by whom. If he be condemned, he muft be firft convicted. 

" Our honour, our lives, and our liberty are our own, in the fame manner as the 
'* crown is yours. We would fhed our blood to preferve your rights; but do you pre- 
" ferve ours. We are not claiming the reftoration of a privilege, but afferting a na- 
** tural right. 

" God himfelf, of whom you are the living image, cannot punifh the innocent ; and 
" the criminal whom he chaftifes fhould not doubt of his guilt. Yes, the declaration 
" of innocence and the infliction of punifhment at the fame time, cannot poflibly be 
** enforced even by the Deity ; and it would be blafphemy to afcribe to him fo odious a 
" contradiction. 

" We Can never conceive that men, whofe honour is not only unimpeached, but even 
" confirmed by your majefty, in repeated declarations, are not perfectly innocent; and 
" we can ftill lefs conceive, how men whofe innocence is acknowledged can experience 
M the fate of the guilty. 

« What muft private citizens expect, if the chief magiftrates be not exempt from 
" fuch dreadful oppreflion ? Sire, the provinces, on their knees, claim your juftice. But 
" all juftice is deftroyed, if we may be taken by force from our houfes, loaded with 
** chains, and caft into endlefs exile, under the pretence of private offences, fupported by 
Vol. IV. 4 T obfcure 
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44 obfcure informations, againft which it will be impoffible to defend ourfelves, and 
44 which will only be made known to us by the rigour of the punifhment inflicted. 
44 Deign, Sire, to recal to your mind the long train of calamities fuftained by thofe 
44 whofe innocence you acknowledge and atteft. They have been torn from their func- 
44 tions, their families, and friends ; they have been dragged from prifon to prifon ; 
" they have been holden up to the whole kingdom as prevaricators and traitors ; they 
44 have experienced the horrors of a criminal proceeding, the violence of which was on- 
44 ly equalled by its injuftice; they have witnefTed the preparations for their execution, 
44 and they have only efcaped an ignominious death (if virtue could fear ignominy) to 
44 experience the mifery of banifhment unlimited. 

44 The accufation, originally purfued with fuch vigour, is abandoned, but vengeance 
44 ftill fubfifts. Facts and fubjedts for difcontent, which are not fpecified, to fave the 
44 trouble of proving, are fubftituted for charges that have been proved to be calum- 
44 nious ; and a vexatious profecution is followed by vexations without profecution." 

This memorial contained many other ftriking truths, which would probably have made 
fome imprefTron on Lewis, but his minifters, fearful of the confequences, carefully kept 
it from his fight ; it was however circulated in public, and was ftamped with general ap- 
probation : the minifter, anxious to terminate an affair that created fuch confufion, at- 
tempted to open a negotiation with dc la Chalotais, and to induce him, by the moft 
tempting offers, to hufh up the matter. His advances being rejected with difdain, the 
caufe was referred, by letters-patent, to the parliament of Pam, as the court of peers ; 
and that tribunal, accordingly, held its firft feffion, at Verfailles, on the fourth of 
April, 1770. 

The king was prefent at the fittings, and the chancellor opened the court by inform- 
ing the members of his majefty's wifh that they fhould exercife freedom of fpeech and 
opinion, and try the prifoners, with the utmoff rigour and impartiality. The attorney- 
general then ftated the charges which had been preferred againft the duke d'Aiguillon,. 
^ind his agent, Audouard, major of the militia of Nantes. All the proceedings of the 
parliament of Brittany were annulled as illegal, that court having no jurifdidtion over a 
peer of the realm ; and witnefles were heard in fupport of the profecution. 

But this appearance of juftice and impartiality was delufive; and the labours of the 
court were rendered abortive by the defpotic interference of the monarch. On the 
twenty-feventh of June a bed of juftice was holden at Verfailles, at which the chan- 
cellor declared, in the name of the king, that his majefty had rejefted the original appli- 
cation of the duke d'Aiguillon, in January, 1769, to be tried by his peers, from the re- 
folution he had adopted to extinguifh the troubles in Brittany, and to encourage no pro- 
cedure that could tend to renew them ; but having fince found that the governor of 

Brittany 
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Brittany was accufed of various crimes^ he was anxious to difcover the nature and truth 
of thefe accufations, for which purpofc he had granted his letters-patent, for the conven- 
tion of the court of peers ; that accefs to the throne had been opened ; the forms of law 
had been obferved ; and witnefles examined ; but that his majefty had obferved, with in- 
dignation, in the courfe of this proceeding — 1. That the minifters had allowed them- 
felves the liberty of examining and difcufling orders emanating from the throne, which the 
welfare of the ftate required to be kept fecret ; and had even carried their temerity fo far 
as to annex to the depofitions arrets of the council ; and, 2. That throughout this affair 
an inveterate animofity, a flagrant partiality was apparent; that the more it was invef- 
tigated the more horrors and iniquities were difcovered ; that his majefty, therefore, de- 
clared it to be his pleafure, to flop, by the plenitude of his power, all farther proceedings ; 
and to impofe an abfolute filence with regard to accufations on both fides. This fpeech 
was followed by the regiftration of new letters- patent, which annulled all that had been 
hitherto done, as well againft the duke d'Aiguillon as againft Meflieurs de la Chalotais 
and Caradeuc. 

The parliament, juftly enraged at this arbitrary and irregular interpofition of the 
royal authority, pafied an arret, in prefence of the peers and princes of the blood, decla- 
ratory of their refolution never to confider as juftified, any perfon in a ftate of accufa- 
tion, who fhould be indebted for his juftification to the ckcifion of a bed of juftice. To 
avert the confequences of this arret, the king forbade the princes of the blood to attend 
the parliament the next day. A procedure fo inconfiftent with the rights of the peerage 
was openly reprobated by the prince of Conti ; and the partiality which the king evi- 
dently difplayed could not reprefs the determined refolution of the parliament againft his 
favourite. That of Paris, by an arret, publifhed on the fecond of July, 1 770, prohibited him, 
in confideration of the ferious crimes alledged to his charge, from exercifing the func- 
tions of his peerage, until his character fhould be cleared by a fair and open trial before 
the court of peers ; and though the king annulled the arret the next day, by an arret of 
the council, they maintained their refolution with great firmnefs; and their remon- 
ftrances were feconded by the reprefentations of the princes and peers, who complained 
that their honour was facrificed, and that the rights of the peerage were annihilated. 

The condua of M. de la Chalotais, under fimilar circumftances, contrafted with that 
of the duke d'Aiguillon, affords a fufficient criterion for judging which was the real cri- 
minal. The laft, far from complaining, like the firft, of being deprived of an opportu- 
nity of demonftrating his innocence ; far from requiring that his trial might be fuffered to 
proceed, and juftice take its courfe ; had the ftupidity publickly to teftify his joy, by giv- 
ing a fplendid entertainment, the very day on which the bed of juftice was liolden, to 
his partifans and dependants. The duke of Brifac, faw the tranfaclion in a uilFerent 
light. That nobleman, whofe lively and romantic difpofition was well fuited to the 
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days of ancient chivalry, obferved, That the duke had indeed favcd his head, but that hrs 

neck had been twijie'd. 

It was amidfr. thefe domeftic difquietudes that the dauphin received the hand of the 
archduchefs Mai ie- Antoinette, fifter to the emperor of Germany. Thefe nuptials, which 
were concluded under the aufpices of the duke de Choifeul, and promifed to cement the 
alliance of France with the houfe of Auftria, occafioned the moft lively joy throughout 
the nation. One melancholy event, however, caufed a temporary interruption of the 
general feftivity, and call a momentary gloom over the capital. The city of Paris had 
fixed on the night of the thirtieth of May, 1770, for a brilliant difplay of fireworks, 
on the extenfive fquare of Lewis the Fifteenth. Thefe were to be followed by a gene- 
ral illumination on the Boulevards, which induced the crowd to file off through a wide 
ftreet that led to the ramparts. It was in this ftreet that the dreadful accident happened 
which caufed the death of feveral hundred perfons. Three circumftances concurred to 
promote it: — I. A plot laid by a band of pickpockets to occafion an obftruction to the 
paliage of the multitude, that they might avail themfelves of the confufion to exercife 
their depredations with impunity : — 2. The negledfc of the city architect, to level the 
ground, over which a crowd of fix hundred thoufand perfons was to pafs, to fill up fome 
deep ditches that lay on the fide of the ftreet, in a part where fome new buildings were 
erecting, and to remove the heaps of ftones and other impediments to a free paflage :— 
.3. The infufficiency of the city militia for the piefervation of order and the preventioa 
of tumult ; and the meannefs of the municipality in refuting the accuftomed gratifica- 
tion of a thoufand crowns to the French guards, who offered to take that duty upoa 
themfelves. 

The foremoftof the crowd falling over fome of the ftones that lay in their way, were 
prevented from recovering their feet by the encreafing preflure of thofe behind ; who, 
continuing to pufh forward, crufhed them to death. One hundred and thirty-three bo- 
dies were taken up in the ftreet, a§ foon as the tumult fubfided, and conveyed to the 
church-yard belonging to the parifh of La Magdelaine'; and it was eftimated that the 
whole number of perfons who perifhed by the bruifes they received, amounted- to be- 
tween eleven and twelve hundred. The Parifians were juftly enraged at feeing M. 
JBignon, the provoft of the merchants, to whofe negligence the fatal accident was chiefly 
afcribed, appear in public, three days after it happened, in his box at the opera. Tire 
dauphin, on the contrary, experienced the greateft affliction, at having been the indiredl 
eaufe of this misfortune. He fent his monthly allowance of two thoufand qrowns, the 
only money he could command, to the lieutenant of the police, to be diftributed among 
the families of the unfortunate perfons who had perifhed ; and the generous example 
was followed by the dauphinefs, and all the princes and princefTes of the blood. 
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As foon as the gloom occafioned hy this fctal difafter wasdifpelTed, and the Parifians had 
exhaufted their maledictions on the provoft of the merchants, they directed their atten- 
tention to more agreeable objects. The beauty, affability, and candour of the young 
dauphinefs, became the topic of public convcrfation, and the theme of public applaufe. 
Averfe from the difgufting formalities of a court, the princefs beftowed on her principal 
attendant, the countefs de Noaillcs, a lady of auflere manners, and violently attached to 
forms, the appellation of Afadame L'Etiquette ; nor would fhe fuffer her grave reprefenta- 
tions to interfere with the amufements that fuited her inclinations, or the exercifes that 
were conducive to her health. To the great aftonifhment of the courtiers fhe would 
frequently walk out wholly unattended ; and, breaking through the reftraints of cere« 
mony, invite herfelf to dinner with the different members of the royal family. In fhort 
all her efforts were directed to the edablifhment of that pleating intercourfe and fami- 
liarity which conftitute the true comfort of fecial life. The courtefy of her manners, 
her eafe, her vivacity, were admirably fuited to the difpofition of the king, who leeincd 
to take great delight in the company of his grand-daughter; but it was the intereft of 
his miftrefs and of his minifters to take care that his attachment fliould not become too 
ftrong, and thereby ween him from other enjoyments and purfuits, which were produc- 
tive of greater emolument to themfelves. 



The parliament ftill continued their remonftrances, and the indirect cenfures they con- 
tained, againft the chancellor Maupeou, induced that magiflrate to vow the deftruction 
of their authors. The provincial parliaments difplayed no lefs vigour and refolution 
than that of Paris; M. Dupaty, advocate-general, in the parliament of Bourdeaux — the 
author of many excellent productions — publifhed a fpirited memorial againft the duke 
d'Aiguillon, which occafioncd the imprifonment of its author. Two magiftrates of the 
parliament of Pvennes, Meffieurs de la Noue and dtf Laiae, were alfo arretted at Com- 
piegne, whither they had repaired for the purpofe of prefenting a remonftrance to the 
king. In fhort, Lewis, by his own facility, and the unprincipled arts of his minifters, 
was involved in a labyrinth whence he knew not how to extricate himfelf. He wifhed 
to terminate all diffentions, but he wanted fkill and refolution to effect his purpofe. In 
this emeigency he appears to have refigned the reins of government to Maupeou, who' 
rcfolved to eftablifh the defpotic power of his fovereign, by exciting the dread of punifh- 
ment and the hope of reward. 

He began with a ftroke of authority worthy his project. He conducted the king to 
Paris, where he arrived fuddenly and unexpectedly, and having furrounded the parlia- 
ment with his guards, entered the affembly, reproached the members in the fevereft 
terms, difmiffed the two chambers of inquefts and requells, and ordered all the minutes of 
the proceedings againft the duke d'Aiguillon to be carried off. Meaiures equally violent 
were adopted againft the provincial parliaments. That of Brittany was furprized by the 
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intrufion of a major-general, who produced lettres-de-cachet for the principal magiftrates, 
aiul compelled them, by an armed force, to erafe from their regifters all arrets obnoxious 
to the court. The members, however, aflembled foon after, and iflued a ftrong protcft 
againft this act of power, which they pronounced to be arbitrary and illegal. 

At Metz, marefchal d'Armentieres entered the parliament houfe at the head of eight 
companies of grenadiers, tore to pieces feveral of the arrets, and banifhed its mod diftin- 
guifhed members. Befancon wasinfulted by a fimilar inftance of military violence; yet 
Rouen ftill perfevered in its deputation, and its complaints were echoed by the chamber 
of aids at Paris, which, after in vain feeking accefs to the throne, to the amazement and 
confufion of the court, printed its remonftrance. 

The difcontent of the populace, who had been taught to confider the parliaments as 
the champions of their freedom, was encreafed by a dearth which prevailed this year 
throughout the kingdom. A fcanty fupply was procured by opening the ports, and per- 
mitting foreigners as well as natives to import or export corn at will, without any retro- 
fpedt to the price for which it might have been fold during its continuance in the ports: 
but though this regulation might alleviate the public mifery, yet fo fatal were the ra- 
vages of famine, that upwards of four thoufand perfons were find to have periflied in 
La Marche and the Limoufin. 

The chancellor, in order to fucceed in his plans for accompliihing the ruin of the par- 
liaments, deemed it neceflTary to procure the difmiflion of the duke de Choifeul, who 
had fecretly fupported the magiftrates in their oppofition to the court, though rather 
from enmity to the duke d'Aiguillon, than from patriotic motives. Maupeou had re- 
courfe to the countefs du Barri, whofe hatred of the minifter was open and undifguifed, 
and, in fome meafure, jullified by the contempt with which he incelfantly treated her, 
although he had not fcruple.d to court the good graces and ftudy the caprices of her pre- 
deceflbr, with a view to promote his own elevation. Lewis, amidft the blandifliments 
of amorous intercourfe, was incefiantly urged to difmifs the obnoxious minifter. But 
whatever promiics were extorted from the eafy king in the hours of dalliance, when 
under the refiftlcfs influence of love and wine united, were repeatedly revoked on re- 
flection ; and it is probable that the duke de Choifeul might ftill have retained his 
poll, had not the imprudence of his filler, and his own enterpiifing genius, accelerated 
his difgrace. 

The pride of the duchefsof Grammont was feverely mortified by the afcendmcy of 
the countefs du Barn ; though neither young nor handlbme, Ihe had nipired to the roy- 
al bed, aiwl hoped to confirm, by her influence, as miftrefs to the king, the power to 
which her brother had attained as minificr. 'This piofpect was blaftcd by the fteady 
attachment of Lewis to his new favourite, and, the duchefs, inliead of remaining at 
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Vcrfailles, and endeavouring fecrefly to undermine her enemies, gave open vent to her 
indignation; flie inflamed the parliaments of the different provincial towns; and, ill 
a progrefs through France, allured them, that in their remonftrances to the crown 
they would be fupportcd by the duke de Choifeul. 

Apprized of this circumftance, the favourite informed her royal lover, that the 
return of tranquillity, which he was fo anxious to procure, would never take place, 
fo long as Choifeul continued to fill a nation, which enabled him to foment the dif- 
putes between the crown and the parliaments. This confideration weighed greatly 
with the king, and at length induced him to the difiniffion of the m'mifter. The count 
de St. Florentin, lately created duke de la Vrilliere, was appointed to carry him the 
fatal lettre-de- cachet, which was couched in the following terms. 

" Coufin, The diffatisfacYion I experience at your fervices obliges me to banifh 
" you to Chanteloup, whither you will repair in four-and-twenty hours. I Ihould 
" have fent you much farther, but for the particular efteem I entertain for the duchefs 
*• de Choifeul, in whofe health I am much interefted. Be careful that your conduct 
*' does not force me to take fome other ftep ; and I pray God, Coufin, to keep you in 
" his holy protection. " 



The duke de Choifeul found fome coinpenfation for the lofs of royal favour in the 
approbation of the public ; and he retired amidft the acclamations of the people at 
large. How far he merited the applaufe he received is a problem not eafily folved. It 
is evident that he had lately become the idol of a certain party, and of the blind multi- 
tude, who judge of men by their profeflions, and who are eafily led away by any per- 
fon whofe intereft or ambition may induce him to court their affections ; the members 
of the parliament, lefs from admiration of his talents than from hatred of their common 
enemy, proclaimed him in all companies to be the greateft minifter the country had 
ever produced ; in the ardour of their zeal they made the fafety of France depend on 
his fingle exertions : from this continual repetition of private eulogies refulted a gene- 
ral concert of praifes, to which people fubfcribed without being able to affign a motive 
for their conduit. The operations of a minifter form the beft criterion for deciding 
on his merits. 

■ t ,' 1 • .•■'} .'■ 

The difafters that marked the progrefs of the war of 1756 cannot with juftice be 
afcribed to the duke de Choifeul ; the war was too far advanced, when he was placed at 
the head of affairs, to admit of a change in its fyftem or direction. He is even enti- 
tled to fome credit for his conclufion of the Family Compact, without which probably 
France would not have been able to procure fuch favourable terms at the peace of 
1762. But hisexccffive prodigality, particularly in the deranged ftate of the finances, 
was highly cenfurable; and his diihoueft fyftem of policy, which had for its bafis the 
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diflcmination of domefiic difcord; and the fufcitation of foreign wars, among thofe pow- 
ers who were mod formidable to his fovereign, muft extort reprobation from every friend 
to juflice and humanity. When M. de Vergennes, the French ambaffador at Con- 
ftantinoplc, whom he preffed to procure from the Porte a declaration of war againft 
the cmprefs of Ruffia, replied. — " J will make the Turks take up arms whenever you 
'* pleafe ; but I warn you that they will be beaten ; and that this war will take a different turn 
" from what you wijh it to take, by encreajlng the glory and power of Rvjpa, "—He proved 
htmfelf a much abler politician than the duke de Choifeul. 

BefiJes, there can be no doubt, but that the duke, notwithfhnding the complicated 
difad vantages under which he laboured, had ferious intentions of again expofing the 
kingdom to all the calamities of war, and that the arguments which his enemies ufed 
with the king on that fubject were well-founded. The orders which he had given to 
the officers fent to India at this period, were abfolutcly hoftile, as they themfelves were 
afterwards heard to declare. He intended to make Spain begin the war, and to engage 
his mafter in the conteft by means of the Family Compact. He relied on the miftrefs 
of Lewis the Fifteenth, for a compliance with the requifition of an ally who had for- 
merly facrificed her own intcrefts to his; and he depended on the fame caufe for his 
continuance in power, thinking that when the king fhould be involved in the difficul- 
ties of a war, he would not dare difniifs a minifter who could alone extricate him from his 
cmbarraffments. 

The fubject of the difpute between England and Spain was a claim preferred by the 
latter to the Faulkland and Malou'me-iflands, and the actual fcizure of port-Egmont, 
whence the Englifh were expelled by the Spaniards. The party aggrieved complained 
of this grofs violation of a folemn treaty, and threatened Spain with a declaration of 
war, unlefs immediate reparation were made for the injury fuftained. Conferences were 
cpened, and conducted with great warmth on both fides, and, to prove that Spain only 
acted under a foreign impulfe, it has been obferved, that the face of the negociation 
clianged immediately after the difmiffion of Choifeul, when his Catholic majefty not 
only agreed to difavow the attack upon port Egmont, and to reftore the iflands, but 
forbore to infill on a pacific difcuffion of her claims, which had at firft been agreed 
upon, but which the court of London afterwards refufed with difda'm. The difmif- 
fion of this turbulent miniiter, therefore, at this critical period may be deemed a moft 
fortunate circumfiance for the nation. In vain, from their inability to fpecify the 
good effected during his adminiftration, did his partisans inceffantly exclaim, that he 
kept the Englifh in awe ; that they feared him : his retreat, far from being the fignal 
of war, proved the pledge of peace. 

Although the king had not the fame caufe for being difcontented with the duke de 
Praflin, his difmiffion was confidered as the neceffary confequence of his kinfman's dif- 
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grace; and he, accordingly, received a letter-de-cachet, on the fame day, but more laconic 
n-nd contemptuous than that which had been fent to Choifeul. It ran thus—" I have no 
«• farther occafion for your fervices, and I^banifh you to Praflin, whither you will re- 
** pair in four-and-twenty hours." This nobleman was fo fond of retirement, that he 
quitted his poft without regret ; though his averfion from bufinefs had certainly not ren- 
dered him inattentive to the duties of his ftation. When he retired from the admiralty- 
board, there were fixty-four fhips of the line in the different ports, exclufive of thole 
which were on the flocks, and a fufficiency of naval ftores for the conftruclion of ten 
or twelve more ; and about fifty large frigates and Hoops 76 : this was a prodigious aug- 
mentation of the naval forces of the kingdom, in the fhort fpace of five or fix years ; 
and Ihowed what France was capable of performing, with economy, the favourite virtue 
of the duke de Praflin, who having employed it with effect in his own private affairs, 
applied it with fuccefs to thofe of the ftate. 

The retreat of the duke de Choifeul did not fecure the fubmiffion of the parliaments 
of France ; and thofe afTemblies, though deprived of his fupport, ftill maintained a con- 
duct equally firm and refolute. The members long withftood the royal edidt, by which 
they were to acknowledge themfelves obliged, in future, to regifter all the edicts of the 
king, even againft their own remonftrances. The prefence of the monarch at length com- 
pelled them to enter in their journals the fatal edict; but in their next affembly the par- 
liament of Paris complained of it as an act of violence, and appointed a deputation to 
the king to entreat him to withdraw it. Their language, on this occafion, was bold, 
firm, and animated : " Your edict, Sire, is deftructive of all law ; your parliament is 
" charged to maintain the law ; and the law perifhing, they fhould perifh with it ; 
t* thefe are, Sire, the laft words of your parliament." 

The chancellor Maupeou availed himfelf of this Circumftance, to advife the king to 
enforce his authority by meafures the raoft violent and decifive ; and to render this ad- 
vice more palatable to his mafter, he infinuated, that fuch conduct would, at all events, 
promote the end which his majefty wifhed to attain ; if the parliament returned to their 
duty, and confirmed the edict of their fovereign, it would then become a law, which they 
could not violate without incurring the crime of difobedience; and they would alfo de- 
prive themfelves, in future, of the various pretexts with which they had hitherto colour, 
ed their feditious proceedings ; if they perfevered in their refiflance, the king would have 
a juft caufe for depriving the refractory magiftrates of their pofts, and appointing others 
to replace them that would accept the conditions prefcribed. 

A. D. 177 1.] By his artful infinuations he impofed on the credulity of Lewis, and 
extorted from him a permiflion to ad as he thought proper. The members of the par- 



*e This ftatement it extrafted from a letter, written by the duke de Praflin himfelf, to the count de Vergennes. 
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liament, in the dead of night, were awakened in their beds by two moufquetaires, who 
presented to each of them a letter-de-cachet, which enjoined him to declare whether he 
would refume the ad mini ft rat ion of juftice which he had abandoned, or perfift in hisrefu- 
fal. Though in the moment of confufion fome few were furprized into acquiefcencc, 
yet thefe foon retracted ; and the following night the magiftrates were again difturbed 
by the entrance of an officer of juftice into each of their chambers, charged with the no- 
tification of an arret of the council, by which their ports were declared to be confif-* 
cated ; and they were prohibited from exercifing their functions in future, and even 
from affuming the quality of members of the parliament. No fooner had this officer dif-v 
appeared, than fome moufquetaires entered, and delivered lettres-de-cachet, by which 
they were banilhed to different places, at a confiderable diftance from each other. 

The Parifians were thrown into the utmoft confternation by this odious act of infup- , 
portable tyranny ; but the natural levity of their character foon regained its wonted in- 
fluence, and their indignation was vented, as ufual, in farcaftic jokes, puerile epigrams, 
and ridiculous lampoons. In order to avert the evils that muft refult from even a fhort 
delay in the adminiftration of juftice, a temporary tribunal was, at the fuggeftion of the 
chancellor, erected, at which the lawyers of the crown were compelled to affift. This 
ftep was followed by the erection of fix fuperior councils, at Arras, Blois, Chalons, 
Clermont, Lyon, and Poitiers. The fpecious pretext for thefe new eftablifliments was 
to accelerate the termination of affairs, by diminiftiing the extent of the jur-ifdiction of 
the parliament; but the real motive, was the facilitating the means of acquiring magif- 
trates fufficient for the completing of the new court, by thus reducing the number of it» 
members. When the chancellor went to the temporary tribunal to regifter the edict for 
the eredtion of the new council, he delivered a fpeech, the object of which was to infi- 
nuate that the late acts of violence were calculated to promote the welfare of the na- 
tion ; that it was neceflary to profit by the abfence of the old magiftrates, in order to flop 
a growing evil, and to introduce greater order and impartiality into the courts of law. 
Jndependant of this firft advantage, he announced reforms not lefs falutary, fuch as the 
. fuppreffion of the fale of magifterial offices ; the gratuitous adminiftration of juftice; jk 
Amplification of the proceedings in law-fuits ; and a new mode of facilitating the pu- 
liiftunent of crimes. 

The utmoft activity of Maupeou was requifite to procure a fufficient number of per- 
fons for the formation of the new parliament, though its members were reduced to fe- 
venty-five. As foon as it was complete, he caufed a bed of juftice to be holden, on the 
thirteenth of April, at which three edicts were iffued : the firft for the diflblution of the 
old parliament; the fecond for the luppreffion of the court of aids; and the third for 
the transformation of the grand council into a new parliament. The king clofed the 
aflembly with this laconic fpeech: 



■ 
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■■ You have jufl: heard my intentions; it is my will that you mould conform to 
« them: I command you to begin your fun&ions next Monday ; my chancellor will 
*« go to inftal you. 1 forbid all deliberations contrary to my will, and all reprefenta- 
M tions in favour of the ancient parliament; for I will never change." 

His majefty pronounced the laft words with an energy that imprefled the whole af- 
fembly with terror. This was an artifice of the chancellor, who, knowing the indeci- 
five fpirit of his fovereign, thought to engage him, by this pofitive affertion, beyond the 
poflibility of retractation. The duke de Nivernois, one of the thirteen peers, who en- 
tered a formal proteft againft this infraction of the fundamental laws of the monarchy, 
and declared their adherence to the proteft of the princes of the blood, meeting madame 
du Barri, foon after the bed of juftice, was thus accofted by the favourite — " Well, duke, 
" 1 hope you will now give up your oppofition, for you have heard the kings determination 
«' never to change." — " Tes, madame,"— replied the artful courtier — " but he looked 
** at you at the time." 

The chancellor, having fucceeded thus far in his infamous machinations, was only 
anxious to preferve his afcendancy over the king, and to maintain the power with which 
his majefty had entrufted him, that he might be enabled to complete the work he had 
begun. With this view he remained clofely connected with the duke d'Aiguillon and 
the countefs du Barri ; the latter of whom, during the hours of conviviality and amorous 
dalliance, extorted from her lover fuch orders as were neceffary for their purpofe, and 
which, in his cooler moments, Lewis would probably have refufed to fign. Sometimes 
they intimidated him by the fatal example of that unhappy prince, Charles the Firft, of 
England, whofe portrait the favourite had purchafed. Pointing to the picture fhe 
would frequently fay to Lewis — " Behold that unfortunate monarch: your parlia- 
** ments would, probably, have finifhed by treating you as he was treated by the parlia- 
« ment of England, if you had not had a minifter fufficiently courageous to refift their 
«' efforts, and to brave their threats." 

Such were the means by which Maupeou obtained the moft dangerous part of the 
fovereign power, and led the people to compare him, very juftly, to the ancient mayors 
of the palace. Lettres-de- cachet, thofe dreadful inftruments of tyranny, were iffued in 
abundance ; every fpecies of oppreflion was exerted ; and if no blood was fhed, it was 
only becaufe the kingdom could fupply no patriot poffeffed of fufficient firmnefs to 
merit thefcaffold. All perfons in office who did not obey, with fufficient alacrity, the def- 
potic orders of the chancellor, were difmiffed ; and whoever prefumed, in writing or con- 
verfation, to cenfure his conduct, was imprifoned. Such of the foreign papers as blamed 
his proceedings were prohibited, and the national Gazettes were rendered the organs of 
falfhood and calumny. 
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The remainder of the year was paffed in the deftruction of courts of juftice, 
which the chancellor fupprefled, as occafion required, and re-compofed of members', 
on whofe fervile devotion to his will he could rely. It is thus that the different provin- 
cial parliaments, after a fhort ftruggle, were fucceffively annihilated, and new courts 
erected in their room. Maupeou, in this inftance, did more than the duke of Orleans, 
during the regency, had dared to promife himfclf, on a fimilar occafion : that prince 
obferved, that he had the power to make the advocates hold their tongues, but not to 
make them /peak. But Maupeou did both ; his new parliament of Paris was foon fup- 
plied with a numerous train of barriftersj with eloquent orators, interefling caufes, and 
numerous audiences. 

The general machine of juftice being thus repaired, Lewis, for the firft time in hio 
life, tafted the fweets of abfolute power, and experienced the pleafure of unlimited gra- 
tification, unallayed by the fear of contradiction, or the dread of remonftrance. He 
had, through the iniquity of his minifter, attained to that alarming plenitude of autho- 
rity, which rendered his will law — a fituation loaded with fuch a dreadful weight of re- 
fponfibility, as muft make a virtuous monarch fhudder ; but, indeed, no monarch, truly 
virtuous, will ever fuffer himfelf to be placed in fuch a fituation. — No difficulty now 
occurred to the regiftration of fifcal edicts, which were multiplied without number; for 
the fyftem of taxation and corruption adopted by the chancellor had been attended with 
confiderable expence. The gratuitous adminiftration of juftice, rendered the impofitiou 
of additional taxes a matter of neceflity ; fo that the people paid dearly for this pretended 
benefit. No lefs than twelve edicts, for levying new imports or continuing the old, 
were regiftered in one day, which occafioned an obfervation that Lewis the Fifteenth had 
impofed more taxes on the nation than all his fixty-five predeceffors* 

Nothing now was holden facred. Not only private property was expofed to invafion r 
but funds belonging to public bodies were pillaged with impunity. The capitulations 
of the provinces were violated ; Normandy, though protected from military violence 
by the generous refufal of the duke d'Harcourt to command the troops deftined to 
fubdue it, was deprived of its right to a provincial parliament, which was replaced 
by two fuperior councils ; that of Brittany, threatened with fuppreffion, bowed to the 
nod of the miuifter. Nor was the liberty of individuals treated with greater refpect. 
Seven hundred magiftrates were fent into exile; the prifons overflowed; and the princes 
of the blood were difgraced, and kept at a diftance from court. Such was the ftate o£ 
the kingdom, that a general mfenfibility feemed to preclude all hope of relief. France 
had, doubtlefs, been reduced to fituations more defperate and alarming; but never had 
fuch an univerfal lethargy prevailed. Individuals had loft all energy/and the public 
bodies remained filent, inactive, and torpid. The nobility of a diftant province having 
convened an affembly for the purpofe of remonftrating againft the infraction of their pri- 
vileges, a commiffary, aflifted by an exempt of the police, had the audacity to difperfe the 

members,- 
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members, and to feize feveral, whom they were permitted to convey, without molefia- 
tion, to the capital. The chief perfons in the ftate fuffered themfelves to be outraged, 
with impunity by tlie author or the revolution, who had the infolence to infult the 
fir ft prince of the blood in his owiv palace. A few fpirited pamphlets were, indeed, pub- 
lifhed on the occafion ; but the count de Lauraguais, and the vifcount d'Aubuffon,. were 
the only authors who had the fpirit to avow their productions. 

On reviewing the fituation of France, at this calamitous- period, the human mind is 
forcibly impreffed with fentiments of indignation and pity. Five-and-tvventy millions, 
of people bending beneath the yoke of a weak, capricious, and profligate individual, is a. 
fight the moft afflicting that humanity can witnefs, But our compaflion gives way to 
refentment, when we fee the fervile herd crouch beneath the fcourge of defpotifm, and, 
fpaniel-like, lick the hand uplifted to correct them. The abject Have that courts opprel- 
fion, and degrades his nature by paffive obedience to unlaiuful power, is not lefs an ob- 
ject of indignation than the turbulent fpirit which, fuperior to controul, rejects the falu- 
tary reftraints of law, and refufes that fubmiffion to conjiitutional authority, on which 
the welfare and very exiftence of fociety depend. This was the time for refiftance, 
fpirited and decifive \ refi fiance which would have been juftified by the unerring prin- 
ciples of equity, and the ftill more imperious motives of felf-prefervation. The con- 
duct of the king had certainly effected a virtual diffolution of the original, contract on." 
which his authority was founded : — At the per'rod of his coronation, he had contracted 
an obligation, confirmed by an oath, and ever confidered as the indifpenfable condition 
on which the power and dignity of fovereigns are holden : yet had he violated the rights 
which he had folemnly engaged to maintain, and opprefled thofe whom he had fworn to 
protect ! — Hence the contract was diffolved, and refinance would have been virtue. The. 
French fhould have united in rem on ft ranees, refpectful but firm : and, had all their efforts 
to recall their deluded fovereign to a fenfe of his duty proved ineffectual, he muft, in- 
deed, be an advocate for arbitrary power, who would queftion their right to depofe him. 

It was not fufEcient for the chancellor to have prevented all remonftrances, and ta- 
have lulled the nation afleep, as it were, on the very brink of a precipice ; it was alfo 
neceffary, for the perfect accomplifhment of his defign,. that no perfon fiiould be permit- 
ted to approach the throne, but fuch as were difpofed to keep up the dtlufion by which 
the king was fafcinated, to check the anxious figh that fometimes buvft from his Lofom^ 
and to repiefs the fymptoms of remorfe which occafionally appeared in his countenance. 
For this purpofe Maupeou was careful to fill the council with fuch perfons as were, 
interefted in maintaining and confolidating the revolution. The abbe Terrai was made 
comptroller of the finances ; M. de Boynes minifter of the marine department, and the.: 
duke d'Aiguillon was appointed to the important office of minifter for foreign affairs.. 
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A. D. 1772.] Every thing Teemed to fucceed to the wifhes of Maupeou: the an- 
cient inagilkates, who had hitherto difplayed fo much fortitude and refolution, now be- 
gan to tremble beneath the iron hand of power. The prefident d'Aligre, intimidated by 
the dread of punifhment, and allured by the pleafures of the capital, was the firft to 
fign his own refignation, and to receive the money which he had paid for his place ; his 
example was fpeedily followed by the other judges, and the members of the provincial 
parliaments fcrupled not to imitate the conduct of the Parifians. The return of the 
princes of the blood, who had incurred the indignation of their Sovereign, by their fpiiit- 
ed profeft againfl: the late innovations, and had, in confequence, been banifhed from 
court, completed the triumph of the chancellor. With the life of the count de Cler- 
mont, their fortitude expired ; eighteen months, however, elapfed before they could be 
prevailed on to comply with the wifhes and folicitations of the king : at the expiration 
of that term, the prince of Conde and his fon, the young duke of Bourbon 77 , wrote a 
fubmiffive letter to Lewis (in December, 1772), and the accommodation being foon af- 
ter effected, all the princes returned to court, with the fingle exception of the prince de 
Conti, who perfifted in his refufal to fanction, by his prefence, thofe meafures which his 
foul abhorred. 

The courts of Vienna and Madrid faw with regret the duke d'Aiguillon, as minifter 
for foreign affairs, poffeffed of a poft to which their wifhes were inceffantly recalling the 
duke de Choifeul; and the new fecretary, though not deftitute of abilities, yet fuffered 
the partition of Poland — a tranfaftion alike difgraceful to the fovereigns who planned, 
and the princes who connived at it — to be concluded againft the evident intereft of 
France. The French minifiers at the neighbouring courts apprized the duke d'Aiguillon 
that fuch a fcheme was in agitation ; but he paid little attention to the advice, either 
becaufe he did not believe that a project fo difficult of accomplishment would be under- 
taken ; or becaufe he was convinced that the king, preferring repofe to glory, would be 
glad to avoid all interference in a negnciation, the fuccefs of which he could not prevent 
without a difplay of firmnefs, of which at this period he was wholly incapable. Be this 
as it may, he was juftly accufed of neglecting the interefts of the nation ; and Lewis, 
recollecting that he had once flood forward as the pacificator of Europe, was mortified at 
his prefent Lnfignificance, and could not forbear exclaiming — " dlas, if Choifeul had 
u been here, this would not have happened.' 1 '' But this tranfient emotion foon fubfided in 
the arms of the countefs du Barri, who reconciled Lewis to his minifter; and the revo- 
lution of Stockholm, accomplished under the aufpices of France, in which the fovereign 
and the people united to overthrow the exorbitant power of the ariftocracy, reftored the 
reputation of the duke d'Aiguillon. 

n On this occafion a blafphemous joke was circulated :— In the fuppofition that the Juke of Bourbon had been 
induced to return to Verfailles, in the hope of receiving admifiion into the order of the Holy Ghoft, it was faid 
that — Lt Pere et le Fill eteknt alUs cbetcber le Saint Effiit. 
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That minifter would fain have exerted his power in favour of his good friends the 
Jefuits ; a ray of hope broke in upon the profcribed order ; they were fuffered to re- 
appear with impunity ; they were employed by the bifhops in apoftolical occupations; 
they once more mounted the pulpits ; they even returned to the inflruction of youth, 
whence they had been exprefsly excluded; and they fuperintended the journals and 
periodical papers, which are received as infallible guides by the multitude in directing 
their judgment of publications, opinions, and events. They were fecrefly employed 
by the miniftry, and fome of them had even gained admiffion into the diplomatic corps. 
They had concerted a general plan, and maintained a correfpondence not only from 
the oppofite extremities of the kingdom, but from the moft diflant parts of the globe. 
But unfortunately, for them, at leaft, the French and Spanifh minifters at the court 
of Rome, far from encouraging this toleration, exerted their utmoft efforts to promote 
their total difTolution ; and, profiting by their afcendancy over the pope, at length ex- 
torted that bull, which policy had induced Ganganelli to promife, and which policy 
— had that alone been confulted — ought, probably, to have made him refufe. Lewis, 
in return for the compliance of his holinefs, reftored Avignon and the Comtat Ve- 
naiffin. 

A. D. 1774 ] Releafed from the embarrafling remonftrances of his parliament, 
and no longer at a lofs to enforce the regiilration of thofe fifcal edicts, which fuppli- 
ed his profufion at the expence of his fubjedts, the king feemed wholly refigned to the 
fafcinating allurements of amorous gratifications. But nature and confeience happily 
interfered to impede the profecution of his licentious enjoyments, and to awaken 
remorfe in his mind. Debilitated by excefs of indulgence, his furgeon warned him 
to defift from exertions that might impair his health without gratifying his fenfes ; and 
this falutary admonition encreafed the melancholy which had been infpired by the 
unexpected difTolution of two of his friends. The fudden death of the marquis de 
Chauvelin, the companion of his fenfual exceffes, who expired in his prefence, and 
firongly affected him j and the fubfequent fate of marefchal d'Armentiers, who ex- 
pired in a fimilar manner, and who was nearly the fame age with the king, encreafed 
his gloomy fenfations. 

A fermon, preached before the monarch, by the celebrated bifhop of Senez, made 
a ft ill ftronger impreffion on his mind, and gave to remorfe its proper ftrength and in- 
fluence. That eloquent prelate reminded Lewis of the happy period when the gene- 
ral affections of his fubjects beftowed on him the amiable appellation of The Well-be- 
loved ; that glorious epoch, he obferved, was wholly forgotten, that affe&ion fenfi- 
bly diminilhed; the nation overwhelmed with taxes, funk beneath the evils with 
which it was oppreffed : he told the king that, though he might have friends, his beft 
friend ought to be his people ; and he concluded by exhorting him not to place a blind 
confidence, on matters of government, in minifters, who were too often interefted in- 
deceiving 
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deceiving him, but to exert his own judgment, to confult his own feelings, and to 
truft to the experience of half a century. 

Lewis, by his favourable reception of the bifhop, fhowed that he was not wholly 
dead to virtue ; and the nation began to entertain hopes that his future prudence would 
make amends for his paft errors. But the courtiers, fearful of loiing the influence 
they had acquired over this weak monarch, confulted with his miftrefs, on the means 
of recalling him to the path of vice, and the countefs at length promifed to take htm 
to Trianon, whither a young virgin, armed with all the powers of feduc~tion, was 
fent to receive him. But the very efforts employed by thefe agents of corruption, 
for the extenfion of their empire, at once effected their own ruin, and proved the fal- 
vation of France. 

The new beauty, who Was introduced into the arms of the monarch had imbibed the 
Vatal feeds of difeafe which flie communicated to the defpoiler of her innocence. The 
very next day the fymptoms of the fmall-pox appeared on the king, who, by the advice 
of his phyficians, was haftily removed from Trianon to Verfailles. The French faculty 
knew not how to treat the diforder, and the offers of an Englifh phyfician who was 
then at Paris, and offered to cure the king, being rejected, the danger hourly encreafed, 
and certain indications of approaching diffolution foon appeared. Having taken an eter- 
nal farewell of his favourite, he received the facrament ; and, ignorant of his danger, 
declared his firm intention to exert himfelf ever after for the maintenance of religion, 
and the bappinefs of his people. But it was not permitted to him to evince the fin- 
cerity of thefe declarations : on the tenth of May, eight days after the firft attack, he 
^expired, in the fifty^ninth year of his reign, and the fixty-fifth of his age. 

Such was the memorable fate of the Fifteenth Lewis, who fell a victim to thofe 
'fenfual appetites, which had proved a fcource of oppreflion to his people, and of degra- 
dation to himfelf. He lived to fee reafon diiavow the flattering epithet which affec- 
tion had bellowed ; and his fhameful inattention to their welfare had converted the 
• love of his fubjedls into difguft. But though his propenfity to illicit enjoyments was 
ftrong, and frequently led him to the adoption of ineafures, violent and unjuftifiable, 
yet candour murt acknowledge that he was wholly exempt from arrogance or ambi- 
tion ; and to his facility of difpofition 7 % and averfion from bufinefs, ought, probably, 
to be afcribed the mod objectionable tranfaftions of his reign. Thence arofe his im- 
plicit confidence in minifters, and the abufe of that power with which he entrufied 



78. Nothing can more ftmngly prove that this monarch fuffered himfelf to be led away by minifters and fa- 
vourites, than a paiT^e in one of his letters to his favourite daughter, the duchefs of Parma, in which he 
fays— "They have toimented me fo much that they have compelled me -to difmifs Machaolt, tb> m»n afur my wn 

Uart. — I fhall never ceafe to regret his lofs." 
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them ; hence refulted the invafion of his people's rights, and the defpotic exertions of 
regal authority, which have affixed an indelible ftigma on his name. 



Though defpotifm made the moft alarming progrefs during the reign of Lewis the 
Fifteenth, that epoch was, nevertheless, diftinguifhsd by many ufeful eftablilhmcnts 
and falutary laws. 

Confiderable inconveniencies having arifen from the prodigious multiplication of re- 
ligious houfes, it was deemed expedient to reftrain the pious liberality of thofe who 
might incline to promote fimilar foundations. But as it was deemed equally incon- 
fiftent with the principles of policy and the rules of juftice to demolifh fuch monaste- 
ries as already fubfifled, and in the erection of which the forms prefcribed by the laws 
had been oblerved, the minifter, Machault, contented himfelf with paffing an edict, in 
Auguft 1749, to prohibit the eftablifhment of any new chapter, college, feminary, re- 
ligious houfe or hofpital, without letters-patent, previoufly obtained and registered in 
the fovereign courts. All exifting eftablifhments, of the fame defcription, in the found- 
ation whereof the neceflary forms had not been complied with, were diffolved ; and 
all religious communities were forbidden, in future, to receive or hold any houfe, land, 
or pofTeflion, without a lawful authority, preceded by an inveftigation into the pro- 
priety and utility of fuch grant. — This law, one of the moft important and ufeful, pafT- t 
ed during this prefent reign, was fanctioned with the unanimous approbation of the 
whole kingdom. 

An edict, publifhed in November, 1750, under the aufpices of the count d'Argenfon, 
giving the rights of nobility to all officers, who fhould have attained to the rank of 
captain in the army, and whofe father and grand-father fhould have ferved the king 
in the fame capacity — patre et avo milit'ibus — was received with equal applaufe ; being 
calculated to encourage a fpirit of emulation, and to abolifh an odious monopoly, de- 
trimental to the fervice. 

In December 1763, and July 1764, two edicts were paffed, at the instigation of M. 
de Laverdy, comptroller-general of the finances, for facilitating the importation and 
exportation of corn, the former fubject only to a trifling duty, and the latter only for- 
bidden when corn had rifen to an exorbitant price. 

In July 1748 the marchionefs de Pompadour perfuaded the king to eftablifh a ma- 
nufacture of porcelaine at the caftle of Vincennes, which was afterwards transferred 
to Seve, between Paris and Verfailles, where a convenient and extenfive building was 
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erected for the purpofe. The king gave every poffible encouragement to this eftablifh- 
ment, winch was foon brought to a high ftate of perfection; its productions are parti- 
cularly diftinguifhed for their delicacy, and the beauty of their colours. 

The commencement of the year 1 751 was marked by an eftablifhment of a different 
nature. Lewis then founded a military fchool, at which five hundred French gentleman 
were maintained, and educated in the art of war, at his expence. It was principally de- 
figned for thofe whofe parents had either died in the fervice, or ftill ferved, and had not 
the means of providing for their children. 

No pains were fpared, during this reign, to promote the acquifition of agricultural 
knowledge, an object too generally neglected, though of the higheft importance to a ftate •, 
with this view, companies were inftituted in thedifferent provinces, which were charged 
to make fuch enquiries and experiments as were beft calculated to effect the purpofe of 
their eftablifhment. Brittany fct the example, in March, 1757, when a fociety of agri- 
culture, commerce, and arts, was firft formed in that province ; which was foon.followed 
by Paris and other towns. 

The laft, and not the leaf! commendable, eftablifhment of this reign, was the inftitu- 
tion of a Veterinary School, by the minifter, Bertin, at the caftle of Alfort, near Paris, for 
the purpofe of ftudying the diforders to which that ufeful animal the horfe is fubject, 
with the beft mode of treating them. M. Bourgelat, a native of Lyons, who was juftly 
celebrated for his knowledge in this particular, was placed at the head of the fchool, 
where ftudents were admitted from all parts of the kingdom, and even from foreign na- 
tions, at a very moderate price. Perfons who had horfes that were fick or lame might 
fend them to be cured, and the charge was extremely reafonable. It is faid that fuch 
fkill was acquired from the numerous experiments made at this place, that a broken leg, 
which was before fatal to a horfe, could be fet with eafe and fafety ; and that even the 
difficult and dangerous operation of trepanning could be fuccefsfully performed on 
that animal. 

A French writer has divided the literature of his country into three ages: The ag« 

of Erudition and Labour, previous to the adminiftration of Richelieu ; the age of 

Genius and Imagination, which terminated with the life of Lewis the Fourteenth ; and 

the age of Phllofophy and Reflcclhn, which immediately followed. The appellations af- 
fixed to the two firft periods are Indifputably j.uft ; but how far the laft is aptly charac- 
terized may admit of confiderable doubt. It might, probably, with greater juftice, be 
denominated the age of Free-thinking : for certain it is, that moft of thofe writers, falfly 
termed philofophical, the avowed- object of whofe labours was the dellruction of prejudices 
inimical to the progrefs of knowledge, treated religion with fupreme contempt, and en- 
deavoured to render it an object of ridicule. The dauphin, father to Lewis the Six?- 

teenth, 
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tcenth, a virtuous anil enlightened prince, fpeaking of this defcription of writers, to 
whofe works and whofe conduct he had paid particular attention, faid — " Formerly, the 
M name of ph'uofopher infpired veneration : but to call any one a philofopher now would 
" be an infult that might fubject the party committing it to a piofecution." — " I have 
" fludied them," faid the prince, on another occafion ; " I have examined their prin- 
" eiples and their confequences ; in fome I have difcovercd a fpirit of libertinifm and cor- 
,f ruption, interefled in decrying that morality which impofes a reftraint on their efforts - ; 
*' and in calling doubts on the exigence of a future Mate, the apprehenfion of which - 
** fills them with alarm : others, led away by the ridiculous vanity of erecting a fyftem 
44 of their own, feek to reduce the Deity to a level with their own under/landing, and 
" to reafon on his attributes and. his myfteries, in the fame manner as it is permitted to 
u reafon on his works." 

44 Our new philofophers," — fays the dauphin, in one of his letters, — " maintain thatr 
" the thronu was the work of violence, and that what was raifed by force, may, by 
" force, be pulled down and denroyed — that the people can only lend, not cede, their 
*« authority, which they have a right to delegate and recall, as perfonal interefl, their fole 
44 mailer, requires. 

44 What our paffions would barely inhnuate, our philofophers openly teach — that 3 
41 prince may do whatever he can, and that he has difchargcd his duty when he has fat is - 
44 ficd his defires ; for, in fact, if this law of intereft, that is to fay, of the caprice of 
w human paffions, fhould be generally adopted, fo as to caufe the law of God to be for- 
44 gotten, then all ideas of juflice and injufticc, virtue and vice, moral good and evil, 
44 would be effaced and annihilated in the mind of man: thrones would totter ; fub- 
44 jects would become factious and intractable; and fovereigns would lofe their bene- 
44 volence and humanity. The people would be always in a ftate of revolt, oraftate of 
44 oppreffion 79 ." 

The fame opinion of thefe pbllofophical writers, and of the evil effects of their pub- 
lications, was entertained by the magillracy, who could not, certainly, be accufed of en- 
couraging the propagation of defpotic principles, or of fuppreffmg that decent freedom 
of difcuffion, which is effential to the exigence of rational liberty. M. Seguier, a ma- 
giftrate diflinguifhed for his talents and integrity, in his fpeech to the parliament, on the 
feventh of September, 1775, whom he invited to join the clergy- in refilling the daring 
efforts of authors of this defcription, thus addreffed his brethren : 

44 The moment is arrived in which the clergy and magillracy fhould- unite to repel 
** the attacks made by the-hands of the impious on the throne and the altar. The ma*- 

79 Vie du Dauphin, Pere de Louis XVI. par M. l'Abbe Troyart, p. 72, 73, 74, 

41 gillratesj 
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«' giftteteaP. vJhns they preferve the public peace, andadminifter juftice to the citizens, will, 
«* alfo, enforce refpedt. for the facred writings, our holy dogmas, and divine mylteries j 
" and th2 fucceffors of the apoftles, who are depofitaries of the doctrine, and judges of 
the faith, while they announce the word of God, and give inftrucTion to the faithful, 
** will render the authority of the laws rejected ; will maintain the people in that fub- 
** miflion which they owe to their fovereign ; and will teach them to confider the oracles 
*.f of juftice, as a portion of the Divine Juftice itfelf, which enforces obedience to the 
«' powers which Heaven has eftablifhed upon the earth. 

" This precious harmony will foon banifh, from the midft of a people religious and 
44 fubmiffive, that vile heap of licentious publications, fcandalous pamphlets, and im- 
" pious libels, which alike attack the Majefty of Heaven, and the majefty of the throne. 
" The writers of the age, whom nothing hitherto has been able to reftrain, will be 
* alarmed at this long-defired union ; they will equally dread the cenfures of the. 
" church, and the avenging looks of the minifters of the law. They will no longer be 
¥ feen to turn into derifion the facred allegories employed in the Scriptures; they will 
«' no longer amufe themfclves with that copious profufion of ridicule which the frivo- 
** lous gaiety of the French feizes with avidity ; which ferves them as a fubiVitute for 
- " argument ; and which, finally, will lead to the deftrucYion of the ancient creed of our 
« forefathers, whofe fimplicity was far preferable to the levity of our principles and of 
our manners." 

» Impiety" — faid the fame magiftrate, on another occafion — " daily makes frelh pro- 
grefs. It is not thought fufficient to attack, in argumentative writings, the funda- 
" mental truths of our holy religion — as this kind of difcuflion requires knowledge, and 
V comes not within the fcope of every man's comprehenfion, irreligion, ever fertile in 
44 expedients, and incredulity, which facrifices every thing to the accompli fliment of its 
** ends, now take a fhorter and an eafier road. Falfe Philofophy, which feeks but to 
" deftroy, under pretence of infh uiEting ; that body, ever acTive though concealed, which 
U feems only occupied in preparing in darknefs the means of effciStingtf fudden revolution 
" in religion, in government, and in tnamiers ; that impious fect now throws off the mafk, 
" and openly prefents its daring front." 

Such were the ferious accufations preferred againfl the writings of Voltaire, d'Alem- 
bert, and their difciples ; many of whofe productions were indifputably calculated to fap 
the fundamental principles of religion and morality ; to call fuch men philofopbers, 
would certainly be to convert that honourable appellation into a term of reproach. To 
characterize the talents of Voltaire as a writer is no eafy talk; the univerjality of his 
purfuits precluded the poflibility of excellence in any particular branch of literature ; as 
an hiftorian he is faithlefs and incorrect ; as a feritus poet (if we except fome few of his 

tragedies) 
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tragedies) tame and uninterefting, even in his boaftcd Henriade ; as a critic, neither im- 
partial nor juft ; as a philofophical writer, fuperficial and vain ; and as a comic dramatift, 
fpiritlefs and dull ; which is the more Angular, as an admirable vein of humour runs 
through his tales and romances, which are unqueftionably his bed productions, and as 
ridicule is the weapon which he appears to handle with thegreateft (kill. Of his famous, 
or rather *«famous, poem of the Pucelie d*Orkans, all that can be faid is, that it contains 
more wit and profligacy than any book of the fame fize. To thofe philofopbers who in- 
cline to indulge their wit at the expence of religion, the latter part of Voltaire's life 
may afford a falutary leflbn : no fooner was he attacked by difeafe, than all his phikfophy 
forfook him ; the fear of death, and the feafonable admonitions of confcience, induced 
him to make a formal retractation of his errors ; on the return of health he relapfed into 
impiety ; but a frefh illnefs gave frefh vigour to his repentance : in fhort, the perpetual 
ftruggle between vanity and duty, "between the Philafopher and the Chriftian, that marked 
the laft moments of his exiftence, rendered him alternately an object of pity and con- 
tempt; and ftrongly exemplified the futility of talents, when not fubje&ed to the con- 
troul of reafon, and the influence of religion. 

Jean- Jacques Roufleau, who, though a native of Switzerland, is generally clafied 
among the French writers, and who flourifhed at this period, has been inconfiderately 
involved in the cenfures juftly inflicted on many of his contemporaries. His political 
writings were the refult of deep ftudy and reflection ; and fuch ftudy and reflection are 
Tequifite to form a juft idea of their merits. Roufleau was certainly an enthufiaft, and 
his philanthropy, his anxiety to promote the welfare and happinefs of his fellow-crea- 
tures, foinetimes led him to indulge in the formation of fpeculative fyftems, practicable 
only on the fuppofition that man is exempt from the frailties of his nature: but he 
never fought to enforce the adoption of fuch fyftems ; he never attempted to fubvert 
order and promote anarchy ; on the contrary, he invariably exhorted the people to re- 
fpedt their fuperiors, and obey the laws of their country. Throughout his works, the 
fame fpirit of benevolence and humanity appears ; endued with fuperior talents, he wifh- 
ed to render them conducive to the good of fociety ; uniform and confident in his princi- 
ples, he never deviated, in the fmalleft degree, from that which he conceived to be juft 
and proper ; he never proftituted his pen to the purpofe of adulation ; he never uttered 
a praife which his heart difavowed; he never aimed the fhafts of envy at the bofom of 
a friend ; nor exerted his abilities againft an enemy with a view to the gratification of 
revenge;— Roufleau poffefled too much honeft pride and manly dignity to become the 
tool of a faftion or the flave of a court. Though placed by fome on the lift of pfeudo- 
philofopers, falfe philofophy had never a more formidable adverfary than Roufleau, who 
xnforced, with refiftlefs eloquence, the neceflity of praclical virtue. Let the laft mo- 
ments of Jean- Jacques be compared with thofe of Voltaire ;— the comparison, it is ap- 
prehended, will difplay, fat a ftrong point of view, the difference of their philofophical 
principles. _ „ „ , 
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Refpected manes of Roufleau ! Meek fpirit of the benevolent citizen of Geneva I 
Were I blelTed with the eloquence of a Demofthenes or a Burke, the deathlefs flowers 
of genius fhould decorate thy tomb ! — Often have thy works filled my heart with af- 
fection — my mind with admiration ; and fain would I make thee a grateful return, by ref- 
cuing thy fame from the mifreprefentations of enthufiaftic friends, and the calumny of 
inveterate foes. Though, by an excefs of candour, unparalleled in the annals of hu- 
man weaknefs, thou haft expofed thy frailties and thy faults to public view, let the 
ftern critic, if he can, lay his hand upon his heart, and fay — I am a better man 1 
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A. 

Abbeville, the manufactory of eftablilhed, 503. 

Academy, French ; eftablilhed by an edict, 322. 

Acqui, reduced by the duke of Savoy, 227. 

Aetb, gates of, opened to the allies, 467. 

Aire, reduced by marefchal Humieres, 41 ■> ; 
taken by the allies, 486. 

Aix-la-Chapelle, treaty of figned, 607. 

Albemarle, taken prifoner by the French, 495. 

Alberoni, his difgrace, 543. 

Albuquerque, duke of ; defeats the Spaniards at 
Badajou, 350. 

Aletz, general peace concluded at, 275. 

Alliance, between the courts of France and 
Spain made public, 84 

Alliance, treaty of, figned at Befvvald, 292. 

Alliance, concluded between the emperor, king 
of England, and Itates-general, 453. 



Almanza, battle of, 471. 

Aloft, furrender of, 385. 

Alface, evacuation of, 406. 

Amadcus Vitlor ; fucceeds to the title of duke 
of Savoy, 283 j agrees to cede Pignerol to the 
French, 3*6 ; befieges Foutanet, and carries it, 
325 ; his death, 328. 

Amersfort, reduced by the French, 397. 

Amiens, city of; taken by furprize, 31, govern- 
ment of conferred on the duke of Longueville, 
140. 

Ampurias, reduced «by marefchal Sehomberg, 
408. 

Angouleme, duke of; releafed from the Baftille, 
made colonel-general of light-horfe, 145 ; ap- 
pointed to the command of an army in Picardy, 
149. 

Angouleme, treaty of, confirmed, 1 78. 

Angus, earl of, killed at Steinkerk, 429. 

4 Y 2 Anjoa t 
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Anjou, duke of ; married to mademoifelle de 
Montpenfier, 241 ; has the government of Or- 
leans and Chartres, with the county of Blois, fet- 
tled on him — bears the title of duke of Orleans, 
241; his grief for the death of his wife, 258; 
appointed to the command of the royal arm) - , 260 ; 
deprived of the command — retires with difguft, 

260 ; returns to Paris is enamoured of the 

princels Maria de Gonzaga, 260 ; appointed com- 
mander in chief of the army againft Spain, 269 > 
accompanies the king to Lyons — leaves the army 
and returns to Paris, 270; leaves Paris— pays a 
vifit to the duke of Lorraine at Nanci, 277 ; 
complains to the king of the conduct of Riche- 
lieu, 278, 279; fends the duke of Bellegarde to 
conclude an accommodation with the king, 279 ; 
retires to his duchy, 299; goes to Burgundy and 
then toBefancon, 330 ; leaves Befancon and retires 
to N anci in Lorraine, 301 ; his letter to the king, 
302 ; is married to the princefs Margaret, 307 ; 
feparates from her and retires into the Low Coun- 
tries, 307 j publiflies a manifefto, 308 ; enters 
France — penetrates into Burgundy, 309 ; defeat- 
ed by the royalifts, 310; concludes a treaty with 
the king—is permitted to retire to Tours— leaves 
Beziers, 3 1 1 ; leaves Bruxelles, 321; arrives at 
Saint Germain-en-Laye, 321 ; retires to Blois, 
322 j appointed to the command of the French 
forces, 326; retreats to Blois, 327 j enters into 
a confpiracy againft Richelieu, 336 ; his humili- 
ation, 338 ; excluded from the regency by a de- 
claration, 340 ; is recalled to court, 341 ; is ap- 
pointed lieutenant general of France, 342 ; re- 
duces Gravelines, Mardyke and Courtrai, 349 ; 
raifes troops in Paris, 358 ; retires to his palace 
of Luxembourg, 360 ;. is declared lieutenant ge- 
neral of France, 362 ; baniflied to Blois, 362 ; 
his death, 374. 

Anne of Auftria, appointed regent of France, 
342 ; aflembles the parliament of Paris, attempts 
to difmif6 all the intendants in the kingdom, ex- 
cept three, but is prevented by the parliament, 
3<;3 ; refolves to feize three of the moll obftinate 
members, 353; orders two' thoufand troops to 



march to Paris, 353 ; infulted by the populace- 
withdraws to Saint Germain, 354 ; courts the 
protection of the prince of Conti and duke of 
Longueville, 358 ; difmifTes cardinal Mazarin, 
358; apprized of the motions of the prince of 
Conde fends a courier after him, 358 ; proftrates- 
herfelf before the altar in the chapel of the Car- 
melites, 361 ; her death — her character, 383. 

Anne, (daughter ot James the Second) fucceeds 
to the throne of England, 455. 

Antwerp, city of ; taken by the allies, 476 ; fur" 
render of, 605. 

Apremont, caftle of ; reduced, 592. 

Armentieres, opened its gates to Lewis, 38^. 

Arnbeim, furrendered to marefchal Turenne,. 

347* 

Arnoux, a Jefuit, fent to the queen mother at 
Blois — his artful proceedings, 161. 

Argues, — the battle of, 5. 

Arras, fubdued by the French, 334. 

Arret, publHhed in favour of the Jefuits, 156.. 

Arret de Partage v publifhed by the parliament, 
300 ; torn by the king, 301. 

Article, inferted in the coronation oath, 1 17. 

Articles of the prince of Conde,. invert igat ion 0^. 
and anfwers to, 139, 140. 

Afchaffenhrg, feized by the French, 579* 

Afsentar, marquis of, his death, 407. 

Atb, taken by Lewis the Fourteenth, 385. 

Auleterre, marquis of, killed at Laifeldt, 6i£. 

Audernacb, retaken by the allies, 4-58. 

Augsburg, reduced by the elector ot Bavaria 461 

Auguftus,(Wmg of Poland) his death, 556. 

Aumale, battle of, 15. 

Auticbamp, marquis of, killed at Laffeldt, 61 2. 

Auvergne, count of, reduces Senonches — takes 
the caftle of La Ferte — marches to Nogent-le. 
Rotrou, which he reduces — garrifons La Ferte 
Bernard — enters Mons, 151 j reduces the caftle 
of Pierre Fons, 151 ; befieges Soiflons, 151. 

B. 

Badajozj battle of, 350, 

Salaguier 
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Baiagnier, taken by the count of Harcourt, 
350, reduced by the duke of Vendome, 487. 
Bank, royal edict for erecting publifhed, $24. 
Bankruptcies, law to prevent frauds therein, 

Bar, duchy of, confifcated to the crown, 315. 

Barberine, fent to treat with the court of France, 
228, fails in his attempt, and leaves the kingdom, 
231. 

Barbifieux, appointed fecretary of war, 4^3. 
Barbin, appointed comptroller-general of the 
finances, 146 ; is arrefted, 156. 
Barcelona, reduction of, 427. 
Bar marquis de, taken prifoner, 467. 
Bafcara, reduced by marefchal Schomberg, 4084 
BaJJompierre, marefchal, fent to the baftille, 

Baume, marquis de la* taken prifoner, 467.. 

B'avaria, prince of, his death, 447. 

Bavaria, elector of, furprizes the city of Ulm 
and then declares for France, 457, 

Bavaria, elector of, appointed generaliflimo 

of the French troops, 566 ; furprizes Paflau 

takes Lintz, — directs his march to Bohemia— 

9 % 

takes Prague by fcalade — is proclaimed king of 
Bohemia, 567 ; fets out for Frankfort, 567 ; cho- 
fen emperor of Germany — is crowned, 568. 

Bavaria, evacuated by the Auftrians, 568.. 

Bavaria, count of, killed at Laffeldt, 611.. 

Beam, edict of, publiflied, 157. 

Beam, citizens of,, fend a deputation to the 
king, convene a general affembly ot the churches* 
160. 

Beam, parliament of, created by Lewis the 
Thirteenth, 182. 

Beaufort,, duke of, appointed to the command 
of afquadron for. the relief of Candia, 391, is 
killed in a fally, 391. 

Beauvais, manufactory at, eflablifned, 503. 

Meauvais, marquis of, killed at Ypres, 585. 

Bellegarde, reduced by marefchal Schomberg, 
408. 

BeUeiJle, count de, takes Traerbach, 558, ap- 
pointed ambaffador extraordinary at the. diet of 



Ratifbon, 565 ; created marefchal of France, 565 ; 
fettles a treaty with Frederic king of Pruflia, 566 | 
repairs to Frankfort, 567. 

Belleifle, chevalier de, his death, 614. 

Benbo-iv, admiral, killed at Saint Martha, 458* 

Berenclau, general,.his death, 607. 

Bergue, reduced by marefchal d'Aumont, 386. 

Bergues, Saint Vinoch, reduced by marefchal 
Tureune, 369. 

Bernis, count de, is appointed fecretary for fo» 
reign affairs, 658 ; obtains a cardinal's hat, 659 ; 
refigns his port, 659. 

Bcrgen-op-Zoom, befieged by count Lowendhal 
612. 

Berulle, father; fent to 1 the pope to negociate- 
an union between France and England, 223. 
Berulle, cardinal, his advice to Richelieu, 267. , 
Berwick,. duke of, ordered to afTemble an army, 
on the Rhine, 557; paries the Rhine and be* 
fkgesYort Kehl, 558 ; returns to Verfailles, 558} 
invefts Philipftmrg — is killed by a cannon-ball* 

Befancon, furrender of to the prince of Conde* 
388 ; furrender of to the French, 405., 

Betbune, count of, difpatched to treat with the. 
queen, 163; befieged 1 by the allies, 486 ; furren- 
der of, 486. 

Beuvron, count of, wounded at Dettingen, 580, 

Beziers, treaty of, figned, 311. 

Btncb, reduced by the prince of Orange, 413^, 

Biron, marefchal de, his death, 18. 

Biron, marefchal de, beheaded, 46. 

Biron, duke de, wounded, 572. 

Bitonto, imperialifts defeated at, 560. 

Blancmenil, Novion, arrefted, 353. 

Blenheim, taken by the confederates, 464, 

Blenau, battle of, 360. 

J9/wJ,.edicVof, paffed, 141. 

Bodcgrave, feized by the French, 402.. v1 

Bohemia, battle of, 648. 

Bonai, marquis of, wounded at Larfeldf, 612* 

Boncial, town of, taken by the marefchal The- 
mines, 229. 

Benne, 
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JEoa«c, taken by the Dutch, 405 ; befieged and 
taken by the Englifli, 459. 

Bormio, taken by the marquis deCoeuvres, 225. 

Bouchain, inverted by the duke of Marlborough, 
490 ; retaken by Villars, 495. 

Boufflers, marefchal, fent with a body troops 
to the Rhine, 424 ; enters Namur, 434 ; attends 
the duke of Burgundy in the Netherlands ; re- 
treats to Brabant, 457; furprizes the Dutch 
general at Eekeren, 459 ; his gallant behaviour 
in the defence of Lille, 479, 480 ; arrives at 
Qnievrain, 482 ; retreats towards Bavay — takes 
port between Quelhoy and Valenciennes, 483 ; 
his death, 617. 

Boufflers, count of, his death, 581. 

Bouille, prefident, fent privately to Holland 
with propofals of peace, 480. 

Bouillon, duke of; his exclamation at the con- 
duel of Favas, 194; refufes the offer of the com- 
mand of the Proteftant forces, 198; his death, 
215. 

Bouillon, duke of ; admitted into the prefence 
of Lewis ; permitted to retain the principality of 
Sedan, 335; enters into a confpiracy againft 
Richelieu, 337 ; purchafes his pardon by the cef- 
fion of his principality of Sedan, 338. 

Bourbon, cardinal of, his death, 7. 

Bourbon-Conde, duke of, appointed prime-mini- 
fter, 554; pubiithej a rigorous edift againft the 
Proteftants, 554 ; receives a lettre-de-cachet, en- 
joining him to retire to Chantilly, 555. 

Bourg dt, count, defeats general Merci near 
Nenburg, 484. 

Boy tie, battle of, 424. 

Brandenburg, margrave of, killed, 564. 

Brvda, furrender of, to the French, 328; peace 
of figned, 38c. 

Biema, fort of, furrendered to the Spaniards, 

Brejlau, treaty of, 570. 

Breton, Cape, furrender of, to the Englifli, 601. 
Breze, marquis of, made marefchal of i ranee, 

Brigaut, abbe, fcized and thrown intoprifon, 538. 



Brifac, blockaded ; its capitulation, 329 ; re- 
taken by the allies, 458 ; taken by the French, 
460. 

Brittany, ftates of, convened at Nantes, 242. 
Brittany, parliament of, banifhed to Vannes, 

4 1 3- 

BriJJon, prefident, put to death by order of the 
council of fixteen, 14. 

Broglio, marefchal, appointed to fucceed mare- 
fchal Contades, 660 ; retires to Caffel ; is recall- * 
ed, 661. 

BroJJeul, arretted, 353. 

Brown, count, his death, 649, 

Bruges, city of, taken by the allies, 467 ; fur- 
rendered to count de la Motte, 473 ; evacuated by 
the French, 477. 

Brunfwick, city of, taken by the French, 646. 

Brufol, treaty of, ligned, 80. 

Bruxelles, taken by the allies, 467; reduced by 
the French, 604. 

Buckingham, marquis of, fufpected of criminal 
inclination towards the queen of France, 254. 

Bud-zveis, reduced by the king of Pruffia, 589.' 

Bullion, councillor of ftate, difpatched with or- 
ders to marefchal Crequi, 270. 

Burgundy, duke of, appointed to the command 
of the army in the Netherlands, 472. 

Burgundy, duke of, his marriage with the prin- 
cefs of Savoy, 444 ; his death, 494. 
Burgundy, duchefs of, her death, 494. 
Burick furrendered to Lewis the Fourteenth, 
397- 

C. 

Cadagues, reduced by the French, 365, 
Caiien of the deputies-general prefentcd to the 
king, 216. 

l..i/>o. , taken by the French, 426. 
Calais, itadel of, taken by the Spaniards, 28. 
Car- -'>. .., educed by the French, 416. 
Campen, reduced by the French, 397, 
Canada, reduction of, 669. 

Capelle t 
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Capelle, feized by the Spaniards, 32^; retaken 
by the French, 327. 

Capriata, town of, taken by aflault, 227. 

Capuchins, convent of, built, 344. 

Carignano, taken by the French, 283. 

Carlos, Don, proclaimed king of Naples, 560. 

Cannes, .barefooted, obtain permiffion to eftab- 
lifh themfelves ar Paris, 343. 

Carter, admiral, killed, 428. 

Cartbagcna, city of, taken by M. Pontis, 437. 

Cafaccio, taken by tiie marquis de Cceuvres, 
225. 

Cafal, town of, befieged by the marquis of Spi- 
nola, 282 ; taken by the allies, 435. 

Ca/and, illand of, laid under contribution by the 
French, 475. 

CaJJano, battle of, 468. 

Cajlres, town of, prefents a petition to the king, 
229. 

Cajlillon, reduced by the French, 365. 

Catelct, feized by the Spaniards, 325 ; reduced 
by Du Hallier, 329. 

Caten, count of, killed by the Imperialifts, 412. 

Catinat, marefchal, enmmands an army againft 
the duke of Savoy— ■ defeats the enemy — takes 
Cahors, Saluzzo, and Sufa, 426 ; vanquifhes the 
allies in Piedmont, 431 ; befieges Ath, 439. 

Cauffin, deprived of his port of confeffor to the 
king — is arretted, 328. 

Cbalais, arretted, 24©; his depofition, 240? is 
beheaded, 24X. 

Cbarleroi, opens its gates to Lewis, 385 ; re- 
duction of, 605. 

Charles the Firft, king of England—his murder 
356. 

Charles the Eleventh, king of Sweden, his 
death, 438. 

Charles, proclaimed king at Madrid, 470. 

Charles the Sixth, emperor of Germany, his 
death, 562. 

Charles the Fifth, fucceeds his brother as duke 
of Lorraine, 415; is placed at the head of the 
Imperial army, 41 5 ; throws a garrifon into Fri- 
bourg, 416 j is jnarried to Elizo.beth-Charlotte of 



Orleans, 444 ; enters Bavaria, 577 ; arrives at 
Paris incognito, 584 ; partes the Rhine, 587 ; en- 
ters Bohemia, 589; penetrates into Silefia — is de- 
feated by the king of Pruffia, 594 ; retires into- 
Bohemia, 595. 

Charlotte-Elizabeth (of Orleans) her marriage 
with Leopold-Charles, duke of Lorraine, 444. 

Chartres, duke of, his courage difplayed, 429. 

Cbateauncuf, councillor, difpatched to Venice 
and Switzerland, 235. 

Chateau Porcicn, taken by the duke of Guife, 
151. 

Chatillon, marquis of, created marefchal of 
Fiance, 213. 

Chavigny, appointed member of the privy coun- 
cil, 340. 

Cbevreufe, dutchefs of, baniflud to Lorraine, 
241. 

Charges, taken by the Imperialifts, 429. 
Cbiavazzo, reduced by the duke de la Feuil- 
larde, 468. 

Chrijlian Charity, the houfe of, afligned by Hen- 
ry the Fourth as a reiidence for difabled officers 
and foldiers, 72. 

Chriftiana, (fifter to Lewis the Thirteenth) her 
marriage with the prince of Piedmont, 163. 

Cinq-Mars, enters into a confpiracy againft 
Richelieu, 337 ; is beheaded, 338. 

Cirq, town of, furrenders to the duke of En- 
ghien, 348. 

Clement, mother of, goes to Paris, and is pre- 
fented with a fum of money by the council of 
union, 4, note 2. 

Clement the Eleventh, 4S5. 

Clerac, taken by furprize, 210. 

Clerambaut, marquis, drowned in the Danube, 
464. 

Clergy, affembly of, meet at Paris, 157. 

Clergy, aiTembly of, fitting at Paris, 232. 

Clermont, reduced by the French, 364. 

Clermont, prince of, takes Furnes, 585 ; appoint- 
ed to fucceed marefchal Richelieu, 655 ; is re» 
called, 655. 

Cleves, duke of, his death, 57. 

dtves, 



''£lei>es t duchy of, taken by affault, 414. 

Clofter- Seven, convention of, concluded, 64.6. 

Cceuvres, marquis de, aflembles his forces, and 
■enters the Valteline, 225 ; convenes a general af- 
fembly of the Grifoc? at Coire, 225 ; repairs the 
bridges of Cofaccio, Pofchiavo, and Bormioj 225; 
attacks the town of Platamalla, 225 > puts his 
troops into winter*quarters, 225 ; makes himfelf 
matter of the Valteline, 331; is defeated, 231 ; 
recovers the Valteline, 231. 

Colbert, appointed comptroller-general of the 
finances, 381. 

Coligni, Francis de, the death of, 10. 

Coligni, count, fent to afliftthe Imperialifts, 38*. 

Colminero, general, killed at Guallalla, 560. 

Comptrollers of faggots, office of, firft created, 

Conchino Coneini, fufpedted by the parliament, 
77 ; his exorbitant demands, 83 ; purchafes the 
<ftate of Ancre, and obtains the title of marquis 
of Ancre, 84 ; is appointed marefchal of France, 

88 ; his behaviour during the remonftrance of the 
parliament, 121 ; his apprehenfions, 142; his 
propofals to return to Italy are rejected by his 
wife, 142; courts an union with the dukes of 
Bouillon and Mayenne, 143 ; deceived by the 
prince of Conde — goes to the queen, 146 ; re- 
jects the offer of an alliance with Luines, 152 ; 
goes to Normandy, 152 ; returns to Paris, 153 ; 
is apprifed of his danger, 154 ; rejects the pro- 
pofai to aflatiinate Luines, 1^4 ; is aflaffinated, 
154 ; his character, 154, 155 ; his body is con- 
veyed to the church of Saint Germain 1'Auxer- 
Tois, cruel behaviour of the populace on the 
occafion, 155 ; remarks on the king's conduct, 

IMS* 

Conde, prince of— Tee duke of Enghien. 

Conde, .prince of; his marriage with Margaret- 
Charlotte de Montmorenci celebrated at Chantilli, 
53 ; privately with his wife withdraws from 
court, 56 ; returns to Paris, 8 1 ; leaves Paris, 

89 ; fends a letter to the queen, and demands an 
affembly of the dates- general, 90 ; takes up arms 
againft his fovereign, 130 ; appoints Crefly for the 



rendezvous of his troops, 133 ; marches toward* 
Paris— pofleffes himfelf of Chateau^Thierri, 1335 
advances towards Sens, 133 ; prefents articles to 
the king, 139 ; is taken ill, 141 ; retires to Bern, 
141; repairs to Paris, J44; his fpeech to the 
friends of the duke of Mayenne, 145 ; endea- 
vours to perfuade the dwke of Sully to join his 
party, 146 ; goes to the Louvre and is there ar- 
retted, 147 ; his fpeecjh to Du Vair, keeper of the 
feals, 147; is conduced to prifou, 147 ; re- 
moved to the caftle of Vinccnnes, 157 ; is releifed 
from confinement, 166; his advice, 172; argu- 
ment with the cardinal of Retz, 175; reduces 
the fortrefs of Sancerre, 200 ; his advice to con- 
tinue the war againft the Proteftants, 207 ; ap- 
pointed lieutenant-general of the king's forces, 
21 1 ; offended at the .promotion of Richelieu— 
refines 'the king's invitation-; 220; ■befieges Dole 
— retreats into Burgundy, 325 ; appointed to the 
command of an army in the fouth of France— or- 
dered to befiege Fontarabia— is defeated, 330; 
appointed chief of the council, 346; his death, 

J49- 

Conde, garrifon of, Surrender to the French, 414. 
Congregation of the priefts of the oratory, found* 
ed, 344. 

Con/, battle of, 592. 

Confciense, council of, formed by the duke of 
Orleans, 522. 

Conftabh) port of, ftippreffed by a royal edict, 
242. 

Contades, marquis de, takes the forts of Perle 
and Leifkenlhock, and the town of Philippine, 
609. 

Cotiflantin, reduced by de la Motte Houdan- 
court, 334. 

Contrani, the Venetian ambaflador,leaves France, 
2 35. 

Conti, the princefs of, fent to her feat in Nor- 
mandy, 299. ') 

CorSie, town of, reduced by the Spaniards, 325. 

Corf ta, the fovereignty of, transferred to' the 
French by the republic of Genoa, 689. 

Council, extraordinary, firft inftituted,^. 

Council 
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Council of ftate, arrets of, 113. 

Council, convention of, 281 ; alVembled, 295. 

Council of regency, members of, fummoned to 
attend an extraordinary council, 532. 

Courtrai, reduced by the duke of Orleans, 349 ; 
furrenders to marefchal d'Aumont, 386 ; furren- 
ders to the French, 420, 585. 

Craon, battle of, iS. 

Crequi, marefchal, ordered to hold himfelf in 
readinefs to march to the relief of Cafal, 270; left 
to guard the partes of the Alps, 273 ; difpatched 
to the affiltance of the garriibn of Brima — his 
death, 328. 

Crequi, marefchal, fent to form the liege of 
Dinanr, 409 ; ordered to go to the banks of the 
Mofelle and the electorate of Treves, 409 ; 
marches to the relief of Treves, 412 ; is taken pri- 
foner, and conducted to Coblentz, 413; is ran- 
fomed, 414 ; receives orders to invelt Conde, 414 ; 
reduces it, 414 ; defeats the Imperialifts at Kok- 
berg — reduces Fribourg, 417. 

>Creitlt, battle of, 655. 

Cromwell, Oliver, his death, 369. 

Cze/laWf battle of, 569. 

D. 

D'Aligre, chancellor, the feals taken from him, 
*3«- 

Damiens, Francis-Robert, attempts to affaflinate 
Lewis the Fifteenth, 642. 

Dantzick, inverted by the Ruffians and Saxons, 
5S 8. 

Darnetal, battle of, 16. 

D'Asfeldt, marquis, fucceeds to the command of 
the army on the Rhine, 558. 

IPAumont, marefchal, reduces Bergues 
marches to Furnes — takes it — obliges Courtrai to 
furrender — enters Dixmude, 386. 

Dauphin of France, appointed to the command 
of an army in Germany, 424 ; returns to Paris, 
430 ; rejoins the army, 430 ; his death, 494. 

Dauphine, Chateau, taken by the combined ar- 
my, 592. 

■ Vol. IV. 
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Dauphin of France^ his marriage with the in- 
fanta of Spain, 595. 

D'A-villa, the Spanifh admiral, killed, 51. 

Declaration, in which all who efpoufed the 
queen's cauft were declared rebels, 176. 

Declaration itTued by the king, 217. 

Declaration publifhed at Dijon, 300 ; refufed to 
be verified by the parliament of Paris, 300, 

Declaration regiltered by the parliament for ex- 
cluding the duke of Orleans from the regency, 340. 

Declaration, royal, depriving the princes of the 
blood of their titles, rights, and privileges, pub- 
lifhed, 530. 

Declaration, royal, publifhed, for enquiring into 
the affairs of the clergy, 619. 

Defeat of the French fleet under de la Clue by 
admiral Bofcawen, 665: under Conflans by ad- 
miral Hawke, 667 ; and d'Ache by admiral Po- 
cock, 671. 

De la Force, marefchal, inverts Luneville — be- 
fieges LaMothe, 317 ; reduces the caftle of Biche 
and the town of La Motte, 318 ; is appointed to 
the command of the French troops, 329. 

Denfe, reduced by the allies, 432 j retaken by 
Villeroi, 434. 

Demont, furrender of, 592. 

Dendermonde, garrilon of, made prifoners of 
war, 467. 

D'Erlach, brigadier, killed at Laffeldt, 612. 

Des Noyers, appointed member of the privy 
council, 340. 

De Tbou, enters into a confpiracy againft Riche- 
lieu, 337 ; is beheaded, 338. „ 

Dettingen, battle of, 579. 

D'Etrees, marefchal, fent to Vienna, 639 ; ap- 
pointed to the command of the army in Ger- 
many, 643 ; gains a victory at Haftenback, 644. 

D'Eu, count, confined in the town of Eu, 538. 

Dcventer, furrender of, to marefchal Luxem- 
bourg, 397. 

De Wit, Cornelius and John, maflacred by the 
populace, 401. 

D'Humieres, marefchal, inverts Saint Omer, 
416; fent with an army of obfervation towards 

4 Z Cologne, 
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Cologne, 424 ; is defeated by the prince of Wal- 
deck, 425. 

Diefc, reduced by Villeroi, 466. 

Dieppe, bombarded by the Englifti, 433. 

Dillon, colonel, killed at Laffeldt, 612. 

Dinant, furrender of, to marefchal Crequi, 408. 

Dixmude, furrender of, to the French, 420 ; 
reduced by the allies, 432 j re-taken by Villeroy, 

434. 

DoeJburg r opens its gates to Lewis the Four- 
teenth, 397. 

Domain, chamber of, eftabliftied by the king, 
305. 

Dombes, prince of, confined in the town of Eu, 
538 ; wounded at Dettingen, 580. 

Donawert, battle of, 460-; evacuated by the 
Bavarians, 462. 

Douai, inverted by prince Eugene, 486 ; ob- 
liged to capitulate 486; reduced by Villars, 495. 

Douglas, Sir Robert, killed at Steinkerk, 429. 

Dourlens, city of, taken by ftorm, 25. 

Drcfden, taken by the king of Pruflia, 595 ; 
treaty of, 595. 

Droit-annuel, edict of, 72 ; re-eftablifhed, 112 ; 
abolilhed, 158. 

Dubois, made a councillor of ftate, 525 ; is fent 
to the Hague as ambafiador-extraordinary, 526; 
appointed archbifliop of Cambrai, 544 ; attains 
the cardinal's hat, 550 ; appointed prime minif- 
ter, 552; his death, 553. 

Du CaJJe, admiral, his letter to admiral Ben- 
bw, 458, note 99. 

Duelling declared to be high treafon, 71. 

Dunkirk furrendered to the French, 349 ; re- 
taken by the Spaniards, 363 ; furrender of, 368. 

Du Pleflis Mornai, his advice to the Rochellers, 
182, 183; hi9 letter to the chike of Montbafon, 
183 ; his requeft to remain neuter in the war with 
the Rochellers accepted, 198; rejects the offer 
made him by the duke of Luines, 198; is pro- 
mifed the government of Saumui jigg ; retires to 
one of his eftates, 199; fends a letter to the con- 
ftnble in behalf of the Rochellers, 200; his death 
and character, 217. 



Du Fair, his refnonftrances to the magiftrates, 
r68, 169 ; his death, 202 ► 

E. 

Eajl Indies, firft company inflituted, 70. 
Eajl India company, the French, become bank- 
rupt, 689. 

EdiS, compelling all attornies to purchafe theic 
places, refufed to be regiftered, 168. 

EdiR, perpetual, revoked, 401. 

EdiH, fifcal, regiftered, 667. 

Effiat, marquis d', appointed director-general 
of the finances, 238- his fpeech at the aflembly of 
the notables on the ftate of the revenue, 249 ; ap- 
pointed governor of the town and citadel of Ca- 
lais, 311. 

Elbeuf, duke of, his marriage with mademoifelle 
de Vendome, 168; receives orders to guard the 
coafts of Picardy and Normandy, 269. 

Elbeuf, duchefs of, receives orders to retire 
from court, 299. 

Elberg, reduced by the French, 379. 

Egmont, count, his death, 6. 

Egra, reduced by count Saxe, 568 ; retaken by 
the Auftrians, 577. 

Eekeren, battle of, 460. 

Elizabeth, princefs, her union with the prince 
of Afturias, 135. 

Emeri Partieclli, promoted to the poft of fuper- 
intendant, 350; creates the offices of comptrol- 
lers of faggots, fworn venders of hay, and king's 
councillors criers of wine — puts patents ©f nobi- 
lity up to fale deprived of the poft of fuper- 

intendant — is banifhed to one of his eftates, 352. 

Enghcin, duke of, appointed to the command of 
an army, 347 ; his obfervation on the death of the 
count of Fuentes, 348 ; appears before Thion- 
ville — obliges the garrifon to capitulate, 348; 
takes the town of Cirq, 348 ; reduces Fribourg, 
349 ; reduces the fortrefs of Dunkirk, 349; fent 
to Catalonia — fuaceeds to the title of prince of 
Conde — raifes the fiege of Lerida — fent to op- 
pofe the archduke Leopold, 349 ; befieges and 

takes 
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takes Ypres, 350; gains the victory of Lens, 
353 ; is entreated by the queen-mother to become 
her protector — inverts Paris — brings the court 
again to Paris — efpoufes the other party, 356 ; is 
arrerted, 357; is releafed — determines on a war 
— leaves Paris, 358 ; leagues with the Spaniards 
— marches againft the king, 359; travels in dif- 
guife through the pofts of his adverfaries, 359 ; 
attacks the royalifts at Blenau— -marches to Paris, 
360 ; is appointed generaliflimo of the armies r 
362 ; takes the command of the Spanifh army, 
— lays fiege to Arras, 364 ; marches to the relief 
of Dunkirk, 368 ; his return to court, 374 ; ap- 
pointed to the command of an army agaiuft the 
Spaniards — reduces Befancon and Salines, 388 ; 
appointed to the command of an army to oppofe 
the prince of Orange, 40J ; appointed generalif- 
fimo of the French troops in Flanders, 408 ; fent 
to take the command of the army in Alface, 412 ; 
obliged to retire to Scheleftad, 412 ; quits the ar- 
my and retires to Chantilly — his death, 413. 
Epernai, retaken by the royalifts, 1 8. 
Epernon, duke d', his threats to the parliament, 
76 ; has an apartment afllgned him in the Louvre, 
78; levies troops againft his fovereign, 150; ob- 
liged to difband them, 150; applied to to facili- 
tate the efcape of the queen-mother, 159; repairs 
to Loches to meet the queen, 162 ; conducts her 
to Angouleme, 16 2 ; joins the queen's party again* 
17.0 ; enters the province of Beam, 201 ; reduces 
the province to obedience, 201 ; is fent to block- 
ade Rochelle, 202 ; his orders to enter Poitou 
neglected, 210 ; fent to oppofe the dukes of Ro- 
han and Soubize, 229 ; takes the towns of Bon- 
cial, Saint Paul, and Lamfatte, 229. 
Efcouan, treaty of, 320. 
EJtrades, count of, killed at Dettingen, 580. 
Eu, count of, wounded at Dettingen, 580. 
Eugene, prince of, enters Italy — defeats the 
French, 453 ; is wounded at Qnievrain, 484; in- 
verts Douai, 486 ; takes Quefnoi, 494 ; inverts 
Landrecy, 494. 
Excommunication, fentence of r publiihed againft 



Henry the Fourth and his adherents by the pope, 
1 1 . 

Exilles taken by the duke of Savoy, 477. 
F. 

Family Compact, the, compleated by the duke 
de Choifeul, 673. 

Fenelon, archbifliop, account of, 508. 

Fenehn, marquis de, his death, 606. 

Femjlrelles taken by the duke of Savoy, 477. 

Ferdinand the Third, king of Spain, his death, 
369. 

Ferte, marefchal de la, taken prifoner by the 
Spaniards, 366. 

Feuillade, count of, killed, 310. 

Feuillade, duke de la, takes the citadel of Villa 
Franca, San Sofpiro, and Montalban— reduce 
Chiavazzo, 468 ; inverts Turin, 468. 

Feuquieres, marquis of, inverts Thionville, 

is wounded — taken prifoner — fent to Thionville 
—dies, 333. 

Finances, council of, formed by the duke of Or- 
leans, 522. 

Figuures, reduced by marefchal Schomberg, 
408. 

Flagellation, feflion fo called, held at Paris, 695. 

Fleet of France, fails to the Mediterranean, 43 1 ; 
falls in with the Englifh fleet, 431 ; returns t» 
Toulon, 432 ; fets fail for Dantzick, 557. 

Fleet, Spanifli, defeated by the French, 334. 

Flewy, cardinal, appointed prime minifter, 555; 
his death, 576. 

Fleuri, marquis of, killed at Dettingen, 580. 

Fleurai, battle of, 426. 

Folkville, battle of, 15. 

Fontauct, fiege of, 325. 

Fontarahia, reduced by the French, 543. 

Fontenoi, battle of, 597, 598. 

Foreign affairs, council of, formed by the duke 
of Orleans, 522. , 

Feurilles, chevalier de, killed, 407. 

Fouquet, appointed fuperintendant of the fi- 
nances* 
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r.»-\:c5, 377 ; hii character, 377 j is arrcficd— 
conveyed to the caftle of Angers— transferred to 
the Ballille, 380 ; fentenccd to perpetual impri- 
fonment at Perpignan, 381. 

Franlfort, treaty of, concluded, 585. 

Frankendbal, taken by the French, 425. 

French forces, defeat of, at the Valteline, 231. 

French fleet, defeat of, off Qniberon bay, 667. 

Fribourg, reduced by duke Fernard, 329; bat- 
tle of, 349; reduced by marefchal Crequi, 417; 
taken by Villars, 496 ; reduced by the French, 
390. 

Frldli.jguen, furrender of, 4,58. 

Friedberg, reduced by the Hungarians, 577. 

Fronlai, marquis de, killed at Laffeldt, 611. 

Fuentes, count of, penetrates into Picardy — re- 
duces the towns of Catelet and Capelle — forms 
the fiege of Dourlens, 25 ; befieges Cambrai, 27 ; 
his death, 348. 

Fuejfen, treaty of, figned, 593. 

Fuma, furrender of, 369 ; taken by marefchal 
D'Aumont, 386; re- taken by the French, 588. 

G. 

Gabriellc d'Etrces, her firft interview with Henry 
the Fourth, 10, note 18 ; her death, 37. 

Gabriellc, daughter of Henry the Fourth, mar- 
ries the marquis of Vallette, fon to the duke of 
Epernon, 215. 

Galigai, Leonora, marchionefs d'Ancre, fufpedl- 
ed by the parliament of a delign againft Henry 
the Fourth, 77 ; rejects her hufband's propofals to 
.return to Italy, 142; taken into cuflody with her 
fon the marquis de Pene, 15c; her property ta- 
ken from her, 1 56 ; burned at the Place de Greve 
— obfervation of her enemies on the occafion, 
156. 

Gap, tr.ken by the Imperialifis, 429. 
Genoa, furrender of, to the Auftrians, 608. 
George the Firft, his accefllon to the throne of 
.England, 497. 



George the Third, afcends the throne of Eng- 
land, 673- 

Germcrjheim, taken by the allies, 581. 
Gbecte, battle of, 430. 

Ghent, city of, taken by the allies, 467 ; fur- 
prized by the French, 473 ; capitulation of, 477. 
Gigenbach, evacuated by the Imperialifis, 459. 
Gironne, reduced by the duke de Noailles, 487. 
Gifors, count de, killed at Crevelt, 655. 
Givet, reduced to allies by the allies, 435. 
Glen, general, taken by the French, 349. 
Glogan, Great, taken by fcalade, 564. 
Gobelins, manufactory of the, eftablifhed, 503. 
Gothard, Saint, battle of, 382. 
Gooer, general, his death, 462. 
Goree taken by the Englilh, 673. 
Grai, furrender of, 388. 

Grammont, marefchal, difpatched to the Im- 
perial diet, 369 ; appointed to make a formal de- 
mand of the infanta, 373. 

Grave, reduced by the prince of Orange, 4c 8. 

Gravelines, taken by the French, 369. 

Gregory the Fourteenth, his ac.ceflion to the pa- 
pal chair, 10. 

Grffmtj afiembly general of, convened at Coire, 

22$. 

Groll, furrender of, to marefchal Luxembourg, 
397- 

Guadahtrpe, capitulation of, 661, 

Guqfialla, town of, reduced by the duke of 
Vendome, 457. 

Guajlalla, plains of, battle of, 560. 

Guebriant, marefchal, his death, 348. 

Guebriant, count of, gains a complete victory 
over the Imperialifis at Kemper, 338. 

Gmeldrcs, reduced by the confederates, 460. 

Guienne, parliament of, banifhed to Condom, 
413. 

Grignard, John, father, his execution, 24. 
Gu'dlain, Saint, reduction of, 605. 
Guife, duke of, nephew to the, duke of May- 
enne — his efcape from the caftle of Tours, 12$ 

retires 
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retires to Soiflbns, 148; is followed by the dukes 
of Bouillon and Mayenne, 1485 goes to court, 
j 48; fent to oppofe the malecontents, 151; ap- 
pointed to the command of the fleets in the ports 
of Brittany, 260. 

Guiten, chofen mayor of Rochelle— -his fpeech, 
261. 

Gujlavus, king of Sweden — his death, 313. 
H. 

Hague, conferences opened at the, 453. 

Ham, the town of, taken from the Spaniards, 

Jiamilton, killed at Zebernfteeg, 415. 

Hamelin, furrender of, 644. 

Har court, count of, wounded at Dettingen, 580. 

Harder-wic, reduced by the French, 397. 

Haftenhach, battle of, 644. 

Havre de Grace, taken by the Englim, 433 ; 
bombarded by admiral Rodney, 665. 

Heemjkerk, vice-admiral, his death, 51. 

Henry the Fourth, his acceflion to the throne, 
3 ; propofals to change his religion rejected, 3 ; 
obtains a fignal victory over the Leaguers at Ivry, 
6 ; iflueS a declaration in favour of the Hugo- 
nots, 12 ; forms the fiege of Rouen — opens the 
trenches againft the fort of Saint Catherine — fum- 
mons the town to furrender — takes it by ftorm, 13; 
attacks and puts to flight the vanguard of the 
Spanifh army— is wounded near the town of Au- 
male, 15; draws off his troops — advances to 
meet the prince of Parma, and offers him battle — 
attacks the vanguard of the Leaguers, and puts 
them to flight, 16; gains a complete victory over 
the Leaguers at Ivetot — is perfuaded by the duke 
of Sully to change his religion, 18 ; adopts the 
Catholic faith— a defign formed againft his life by 
Peter Barriere, 20 ; crowned at Chartres — enters 
Paris, 22; receives a wound from a knife at the 
Hotel d'Etrees by John Chatel, 25 ; reduces the 
province of Burgundy to fubmiffion, 26; marches 
towards Am'ens, 32; extends his incurfions into 
Artois — inverts Dourlens— returns to Paris — af- 

Vol. IV. 
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fembles his forces, and advances to meet the duke 
of Mercceup— propofals made by the duchefs of 
Mercceur for marrying her daughter to Cefar, the 
fon of Gabrielle d'Etrees, accepted, 33 ; returns 
through Tourain to Paris — haftens to Amiens, 3 5 ; 
marries Mary of Medicis. 39 ; is informed of a 
confpiracy projected by La Fin, 44 ; reftoi es the 
Jefuits, 47 ; rejedls the folicitations of the Moor- 
ifh inhabitants of Spain, 52 ; confers the govern- 
ment of Fi ance on the queen as regent, 63 ; con- 
fents to the ceremony of the queen's coronation, 
—is aflafltnated, 66 ; his character, 67, 68 ; is in- 
terred at Saint Dennis, 77 ; his heart given to the 
Jefuits, 78. 

Hericourt, killed in a duel, 362. 

Hefdin, befieged by marquis de la Meilleraie, 

333- 

Heyncm, village of, taken by Cadogan, 474. 
Hilaire, Saint, general, wounded at Saltzbach, 
411. 

Hocljlet, battle of, 462. 

HolJIein, prince of, taken prifoner by the French, 
408. 

Holjl tin-Beck, prince of, wounded and taken 
prifoner, 464. 

Holy Virgin, congregation of, fet on foot by a 
widow lady, and completed by Francis de Sales, 

344* 

Home department, council of, formed by the 
duke of Orleans, 522. 

Hotel des Invalids, founded by Lewis the Four- 
teenth, 501. 

Houjfaie de la Pelleiier, appointed comptroller 
general of the finances, 549, 

I. J. 

James the Second (king of England) died at 
Saint Germain, 453. 

Jeanln, prefident, his fpeech to the parliament, 
128. 

Jefuits, ordered to quit the territories of 
France, 24; actuations preferred againfl, 679; 
^ A fentence 
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fentence of profcription pronounced againft, 68 1 ; 
order of aboliflied throughout France, 683. 

Imperialijls defeated by duke Bernard, 329; de- 
feated at Kemper, 338. 

Infurrettion in the German empire, 167. 

InfurreHion of the Leaguers and Hugonots, 206. 

Intendant, office of, aboliflied, 350. 

Jofeph, emperor, his death, 488. 

Joyeufe, duke of, repnlfed by the royafifts at 
Villemur — is drowned in the river Tarn, 18. 

Juftice, bed of, held at Verfailles, 667. 

Juftice, chamber of, eftabliflied by Richelieu, 
305; eftablifhed by the duke of Orleans, 527; 
fupprefled, 528 ; eftabliflied at Nantes, 542. 

K. 

Keifermert, taken by the elector of Branden- 
burg, 425. 

Knights of the Holy Magdalen, inftituted by 
John Chefnel, lord of La Chapronaye> 345 ; of 
Jefus Maria, 346. 

L. 

La Ftrt'e, duke of, wounded at Strafburgh, 
412. 

Lally, count, appointed to the command of the 
troops deftined for the fervice of India, 670 ; fent 
to the Baftille— fentenced to be beheaded, 672. 

Lamboi, general, taken prifoner at Kemper, 
33S. 

La Motte, count of, killed by the Imperialifts, 
412. 

Landau, reduced by vifcount Turenne, 350; 
furrenderof to the French, 461 ; taken by prince 
Lewis of Baden, 465 ; reduced by Villars, 496. 

Landrecy, inverted by prince Eugene, 494. 

I.andi cries, town of, its capitulation, 364. 

Languedoc, ftates of, diflblved by the king, 311. 

Languedoc, the province of, offers the king a 
fhip of ftventy-four guns completely equipped 
for fea, which patriotic example is followed by 
l'eveial opulent individuals, the court bankers, 



farmers general, and moft of the trading compa« 
nies and public bodies in the kingdom, 674. 

Launay, de, mademoifelle, committed to the 
Baftille, 538. 

La Noue, his death, 12. 

U Archer, (a judge) executed by order of the 
council of fixteen, 14. 

Lanier, Sir John, killed at Steinkirk, 429. 

La Savonnerie, manufactory at, eftabliflied, 503: 

Law, the fundamental, printed and publifloed, 
105. 

Law, John, appointed to fuperintend the erec- 
tion of anew bank, 534; changes his religion, 
544 ; refigns the dire&orftiip of the bank, 546 j 
is again placed at the head of the bank and fi- 
nances, 546 ; obtains a fentence of banifhment 
againft the parliament, 546 ; efcapes to Flanders 
—retires to Venice, 548. 

Lazaro, battle of, 607. 

League, between Lewis, the duke of Savoy, 
and the republick of Venice, adopted, 215 ; fign- 
ed, 272. 

Leffingen, evacuated by the French, 477. 

Leiffkenjhoolc, fort of, taken by the marquis de 
Contades, 609. 

Leopold, his acceffion to the Imperial throne > 
369. 

Lens, battle of, 35 j. 

Lerida, furrender of, 471. 

Lefdeguieres, duke of, joins the duke of Savoy,. 
1 58 ; bai ters his religion for the conftable's fword, 
313 ; his death, 242. 

Lewis the Thirteenth, his acceflion to the 
throne, 76 ; goes to the parliament to confirm 
the nomination of the queen to the regency, 97 ; 
his coronation, 82 ; aflilmes the reins of govern- 
ment, publiflies an arret to annul that of the par- 
liament, 129; leaves Paris with his mother and 
the princefs Elizabeth — proceeds to Poitiers, 133 ; 
arrives at Bourdeaux, 134; his marriage, 135;. 
enters into a negociation with the prince of Con- 
de, 138; fends Bouillon to treat with the duke 
of Longueville, 146 ; caufes a declaration to be 
publifticd againft the prince of Conde, 149 ; 

forms 
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forms a refolution to aflert his authority, and re- 
tire to Compiegne, 150 ; fends the duke of Guife 
to oppofe the malecontents, 151; receives the 
difcontented nobles, 156 ; publishes an arret de- 
ftructive of the liberties of Beam, 157; goes to 
Rouen to attend the affembly of the flates-gene- 
ral— returns to Saint Germain-en-Laye, 163 ; 
fends a letter to the queen by the bifhop of Lucon, 
164 ; goes to Tours to meet the queen, publifli- 
es a declaration in favour of the queen and no- 
bles, 165 ; meets his mother at Coufieres—- re- 
turns to Paris, 166; confers the title of duke on 
Luines, 166; marches againil the queen, 173; 
arrives at Rouen — proceeds to Caen — receives a 
letter from the queen which he refufes to open, 
174; reduces the citadel of Caen, 175; pub- 
lifhes a declaration, 176; figns the treaty of 
peace, 178; engages to apply to the pope for a 
cardinal's hat for the bifhop of Lu?on, 178 ; re- 
pairs to the caftle of BrifTac, 179; goes to Poi- 
ters, 179 ; — his reafons for doing fo, 1S0 ; march* 
es towards Pau — advances to Navarriens — re- 
turns to Pau — takes the great church from the 
Hugonots, 182; creates a new parliament, 182 ; 
refolves to fend an ambaffador to Madrid, 186 ; 
refufes to receive the remonitrance of the Ro- 
chellers > 193 ; refolves to make them diffolve the 
affembly — publilhes a declaration, 195 ; leaves 
Fontainebleau — vifits Orleans, Blois and Tours, 
196; repairs to Rochelle, 198; goes from Sau. 
mur to Thouars r 199 ; fends letters to the dukes 
of Rohan and Soubize, 200 ; publifhes a fecond 
declaration, 200 ; attacks and reduces Saint Je*n 
D'Angeli, 210; fends a declaration to be regif- 
tered at Bordeaux— repairs to Cognac— is join- 
ed by the queen and queen-mother, 201 ; is dif- 
gutted with the conduit of the duke of Luines, 
201 ; his remark to Baflbmpxrre on the duke 
of Luines entering the caftle yard ©f Cognac, 
202; befieges the town of Montauban, 204; 
leaves the camp and repairs to Touloufe, 206 ; 
confents to admit Mary of Medicis to the coun- 
cil, but rejeas the bifhop of Lucon, 207 ; leaves 
the palace fecretly, 209 ; marches to Poitou, 210 ; 



repairs to Nantes, and declares the piince of Con- 
de his lieutenant general, 21 1 ; is met by Bouil- 
lon at Niort, 211; proceeds to Sante Foi, and 
treats with the marquis de la Force for the fur- 
render of the town, 212 ; determines to take 
NegrepelifTe by alfault, 212; repairs to Tou- 
loufe, 213; enters Aigues-Mortes, 213; befieges 
Montpellier, 214 ; holds a conference with the 
duke of Savoy, 214; enters into a league with 
the republic of Venice, 215 ; his anfwer to the 
queen-mother on an application in favour of 
Richelieu, 217; is perfuaded to fend Richelieu 
to Rome, 218 ; goes to Compiegne and is fol- 
lowed by his mother, 219 ; orders colonel Or- 
nano to repair to his government, 220 ; his anfwer 
to a letter he receives from the pope, 223 ; re- 
ceives the difpenfation from the pope, 224 ; claims 
the reftitution of fome forts in the Valteline, 
224 ; his offers to the dukes of Rohan and Sou- 
bize — his promife to the Rochellers, 228 ; fa- 
vourably receives the petitions from the towns of 
Rochelle, Calf res, Montauban and Milhaud, 229 ; 
confents to grant a peace to the reformed, which 
is rejected, 229 ; receives a tceaty concluded at 
the court of Spain without his knowledge, 234 ; 
fends a courier to du Fargis, 234; his altera- 
tions in the treaty agreed to, 235 ; difpatches 
Chateaunenf to Venice and Switzerland, 23c ; 
receives propofnls to admit the duke of Anjou 
to a feat in the council, 237 ; mentions it to 
Richelieu — grants the duke a feat, 237; caufes 
colonel Ornano to be arrefted, at the inftigation of 
Richelieu, 237 ; his apprehenfions on the arrival 
of mademoifelle Montpenfier, 241 ; fummonfes 
the queen before the council, at the perfuafion of 
Richelieu, 241 ; convenes the ftates of Brittany 
at Nantes, 242 ; convenes an affembly of Nota- 
bles at Paris, 243 ; his fpeech, 245 ; retires and 
appoints the duke of Orleans prefident for the. 
remainder of the feffions, 249 ; diffolves the affem- 
bly, 251 ; concludes a frefh treaty of alliance with 
the Dutch, 256; appoints Mary of Medieis re- 
gent of the provinces on this fide of the Loire— 
leaves Paris to take command of the army, 260 ; 

refigm 
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rcfigns the command of the army to Richelieu, 
262 ; orders the dutchefs dowager of Rohan and 
her daughter to be confined in the caftle of Niort, 
265 ; enters the city of Rochelle, 265 ; appoints 
the duke of Orleans commander in chief of the 
aimy, 269; goes to Richelieu at Chaliot, 269 ; 
returns to Paris, acquaints the queen-mother with 
his intentions, 269 ; holds a bed of juftice, and de- 
clares his mother regent of the kingdom, 270 ; 
begins his march to Dauphine, 270 ; calls a coun- 
cil of war, 271 ; takes Snza, 271 ; leaves that 

town repairs to Valence, 273 ; invefls Pri- 

vas,273 J l'nbdues it, ;., arches to Cevennes, 

274; accepts the invitation of the inhabitants 
of the town of Niines, 276; publiihes an edict, 
276; confers the title of generaliffimo on Riche- 
lieu, 280 ; repairs to Lyons accompanied by the 
two queens — receives letters from Richelieu — 
reduces the dutchy of Savoy, 281 ; i3 taken ill 
at Lyons, 286 ; promifes to dii'mifs the cardinal, 
286; recovers from his illnefs, 287 ; repairs to 
Compiegnc — is followed by the two queens, 293; 
his offer to the queen-mother rejected, 294 ; con- 
ients to the banifhment of his mother, 299 ; pur. 
fues the duke of Orleans — publiihes a declara- 
tion at Dijon, 300; orders the parliament to 
repair to the Louvre on foot, 301 ; tears the ar- 
ret de partage, and inferts the arret of the coun- 
cil in the regifters of the parliament, 301 ; his 
anfwer to the duke of Orleans, 302 ; cftabliihes 
the chamber of the domain, 305 ; heads the 
troon.% and marches into Lorraine, 308 ; is re- 
ceived hy the towns of Pot-na-MouiTbn, Bar-le- 
Duc, and Saint Michel, 308 ; returns to Paris^ 
308 ; goes to parliament, 309 ; places himfelf 
at the head of the army, 309 ; enters Beziers, 
311 ; icceives a letter from the duke of Or- 
jeans, 313 ; fends Gufon to reproach the duke 
of Lorraine, 315.; illues orders to befiege Nanci 
in Lorraine, 315 ; folicjts the duchefs Nicole to 
come to Paris, 317; oiders the parliament of 
Paris to proceed againft the duke of Lorraine, 
318; declares war againft Spain, 323; is fur- 
prized at the departure of the duke of Orleans 



and count of Soifonj, 317 $ prepare* to accirnv 
pany the army to Rouflillon, 336 ; repairs to the 
capital, 337; his ftrict attention to the inclina* 
tions of Richelieu, 340; revokes the declaration 
he had caufed to be publiflied for the exclufion 
of the duke of Orleans, 341 ; his leply to 
Chavigni refpeeting the queen, 341 ; caufes a 
declaration to be publiflied appointing the queen 
regent, 342 ; his death and character, 342, 

343- 

Lewis the Fourteenth, proclaimed king — goes 
to the parliament to hold a bed of jhftice, 346; 
his Ipeech on hearing of the victory at Lens, 
3<j; aflumes the reins of government — inter- 
dicts the parliament of Paris transfers it to 

Pontoife, 358; is refufed admittance into Paris, 
362 ; is intreated by the citizens to return to the 
capital, 36Z ; recalls cardinal Mazarin, 363 ; re- 
unites the parliaments of Paris and Pontoife, 363 ; 
his attachment to Mary Mancini, 370 ; his in- 
tended match with the princefs of Savoy broken 
oft", 371 ; his interview with Mary Mancini in 
the convent, his marriage with the infanta, 373 ; 
his manner of living, 378 ; purchafes the fortrefs 
of Dunkirk from Charles the fecond of England, 
381; refufes afiiitauce to the Knglifli againft the 
Dutch, 383 ; publifhes a manifeflo, 385 ; enters 
into a league with Portugal, enters Flanders, 385; 
takes Armenticres, Charleroi, Ath and Tournai. 
— befieges Douai — reduces Ondenarde, 385 ; of- 
fers terms to- the Spaniards, 387 ; joins the camp 
before Dole— is received in the town, 388 • 
quits Paris with madame, confort to the duke of 
Orleans, 392 ; his anfwer to the requeft of the 
ftates general, 394 ; repairs to the frontiers of 
Flanders and Holland, 395 ;. his return, 396 ; 
advances to the banks of the Rhine — befieges 
Rhinberg, Orfoi, Wefel and Btirick, 397 ; fol- 
lows his troops over the Rhine, 397 ; enters 
Docsburg, 397 ; enters Utrecht, 398 ; refufes 
admittance to the Dutch ambafladors, 399 ; re- 
turns to Saint Germain, 402 ; befieges Mae. 
lhicht, 404 ; makes an irruption into Franche 
Comtc, 405 j exprelTes his determination to ferve 

under 
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Under the prince of Conde as a volunteer, 408 ; 
banifhe* the parliaments of Brittany and Guien- 
ne, 41 j ; takes the command of the army in the 
Netherlands, 414; returns to Verfailles, 415; 
repairs to the camp before Valenciennes, 416 ; 
marches to Ghent, which he obliges to capitu- 
late, 417; eftablifhes arbitrary courts at Metz 
and Brifac, 418 ; lays claim to the town and dif- 
trict of Aloft — orders his troops to form the 
blockade of Luxembourg, 419; purchafes the 
fortrefs of Cafal — demoliflies the walls of the 
city of Orange, 419; renews hoftilities in the 
Netherlands, 420 ; feizes the city of Treves, 
and fends a fleet to Genoa, 420 ; his indifference 
at the death of the queen, 421; his profecution 
of the Proteftants, 421, 422 ; receives James king 
of England his queen and fon, 424 ; lays fiege 
to Philipfburg, 424; goes to the fiege of Mons 
—returns to Verfailles, 426; befieges Namur, 
428 ; his terms of peace rejected by the king 
of England, 432 ; is married to madame de 
Maintenon, 444; orders an army to advance to- 
wards the frontiers of Catalonia and Navarre, 
446; fends a letter to the ftates, 451 ; formally 
proclaims the fon of James the Second as king 
of England, 454 ; publiihes a manifefto in jufti* 
fication of his conduit, 454 ; recalls Villeroi^ 
•467; rejects the preliminaries fent by the allies, 
481 ; renews the negociations for a peace, 4S5 ; 
fends the duke of Vendome to talce the command 
of the Spanifh army, 487 ; his death, 499 ; and 
- character, 499, 501. 

Lewis the Fifteenth, goes to the parliament to 
hold a bed of juftice, 522 ; crowned at Rheims» 
552 ; his marriage with Mary, daughter of Sta- 
niflaus, 556 ; orders the duke of Berwick to af- 
femble an army on the Rhine, 557 ; concludes 
a treaty with Spain and Sardinia, 557 ; orders 
a fleet to be equipped, 583 ; publiihes a formal 
declaration of war againft England, 584; de- 
clares war againft the queen of Hungary, 586 ; 
■leaves Paris — arrives at Lille — 586; is taken ill 
*of a fever, 588 ; arrives at the camp at Fribourg, 
-•590 ; aflembles an army in the vicinity of Frank- 



fort, 594 ; repairs to Paris* 601 ; joins the army 
in Flanders, 604 ; enters Bruxelles, 605 ; re- 
turns in triumph to Verfailles, 613 ; eftablifhes 
a royal chamber, 623 ; holds a bed of juftice 
at Verfailles, 640; goes to the parliament, 641 ; 
is ftabbed by Damien, 642 ; mortality in his fa- 
mily, 686 ; declares that he held his crown from 
God alone, 696 ; forbids the princes of the 
blood to attend parliament, 699 ; his letter-de- 
cachet to the duke de Choifeul, 703 ; holds a 
bed of juftice, 707 ; is infected with the fmall- 
pox ; his death, 712. 
Lille, furrender of, 386. 

Lille, befieged by the allies, 475, capitulation 
of, 477. 

Lionne, Hugh de, appointed fecretary of ftatc 
for foreign affairs, 377, his character, 377. 

LiJJa, battle of, 652. 

Lomlardy, taken by the allies, 5 59. 

Longueville, duke of, appointed to the govern* 
ment of Amiens, 140 ; commences hoftilities 
againft his fovereign — takes the city of Peronne, 
146; accompanies the duke of Guife to court. 
148; receives orders to guard the coafts of Pi- 
cardy and Normandy, 260 ; arrefted at the .pa- 
lace, 357 ; is releafed, 358. 

Lorrettoy treaty of, iigned by the duke of Sa- 
voy, 436. 

Lorges, marefchal, partes the Rhine at Philipf- 
burg, 435 ; takes poll at Bruchfal, 435 ; retires 
towards Manheim — re-paffes the river, 435 ; en- 
ters Germany — encamps near Eppingen, 436 ; 
repafles the Rhine— crofles it again at Philips- 
bUrg— retires into winter quarters, 436. 

Lorraine, treaty of, figned at Vic, 306. 

Lorraine, duke of, fues for peace, 31 re- 
figns his dominions to his brother — retires into 
Germany — joins the Imperial army, 316; pub- 
liihes an edict forbidding his fubjects to obey the 
French king — is fummoned.to appear before the 
court — 3 1 S ; joins the prince of Conde — deierts 
his caufe, 360 : commands the forces of the em- 
pire — befieges and takes Mentz, 425. 

Lottum, count, killed at Quievrain, 484. 

5 B. Louijburfa 
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Louijhurg, taken by the Englifh, 656. 

Lauvaiu, crty of, taken by the allies, 467. 

Lowvpis, appointed fecretary of war, 384 ; 
forms a defign of getting the city of Stralburgh 
into the pofleflion of the French, 419 ; his death, 

433- 

Lovendhal, count, made marefchal of. France, 
613. 

Lt/con, frfhop of, prefents the cahier of the 
clergy to the king and queen-mother, 107 ; ar- 
rives at Blois, 162 ; accompanies the queen in her 
efcape, 162. 

Luines, Albert Charles de, obtains the govern- 
ment of Amboife, 114; his difcourfe with Lewis 
the Thirteenth, 152 ; extorts theconfent of the 
king to affaffinate the marefchal d'Ancre, 152 ; 
fucceeds the marefchal d'Ancre, 1.56 ; occafions 
the prince of Conde to be removed to the cattle 
of Vincennes — his afcendancy over the mind of 
the king, 157 ; oppofes the motion for an affembly 
of the ftates-general — diffolves the affembly, 1 c8; 
takes the government of the ifle of France — au- 
thorifes the duke of Rohan to effect an accommo* 
dation with the queen-mother, 160; his joy. on 
receiving a deed artfully obtained from the queen, 
161 ; his propofition to fet the king at the head of 
an army to fight againft his mother, oppofed, 163 ; 
is created duke — has a private conference with the 
queen— liberates the prince of Conde, 166; ad- 
vifes the king to reprimand the leading members 
of the parliament, 170; perfuades the king to 
follow the advice of the prince of Conde with re- 
fpe£t to the queen, 1 73 ; enters into a negocia- 
tion with Richelieu, 176 ; anfwers Du Pleflis- 
Mornai's letter, 185 ; obtains the conftable's 
fword, 194 ; acquires the care of the feals, 202 ; 
is feized with a fever, which terminates his exift- 
ence, 206. 

Luxembourg, marefchal, takes Groll and Deven- 
ter, 397 ; attempts the Hague by furprize, 402 ; 
appointed to the cdmmand of an army in Ger- 
many, 414; inverts Valenciennes, 416; obliges 
t'le duke of Lorraine to repafs the Rhine, 417 ; 
is appointed to the command of the forces in the 



Netherlands,. 425 ; gains a complete victory over 
the allies at Fleurus, 426 ; advances to attack the. 
allies at Gheete, 430; his death,. 433. 

M. 

Madame^ confort to the duke of Orleans,fent 
on an embaffy to England, 392 ; arrives in Eng- 
land — is met by king Charles at Dover — return»- 
to France — her death, 392. 

Madras, taken by the French, 609- 

MaeJirLbt, capitulation of, 404. 

Maillebois, marquis of, reduces Modena, 559; 
fent to attack Mirandola — rejoins the army, 56c 3 
receives orders to march with the utmoft expedi» 
tion to Bohemia, 573 ; calls a council of warj 

574- 

Maine, duke of, deprived of his rank in parlia* 
ment, 533 ; feized at Sceaux, and confined in the 
caftle of Dourlens, 538. 

Maine, duchefs of, arretted at Paris, and con- 
veyed to Dijon, 538. 

Maine, du, . mademorfelle, fhut up in the con* 
vent of Vifitation at Chaillot, 538. 

Mabitetion, madame de, her marriage with Lewis 
the Fourteenth, 444 ; her grief for his death- 
retires to Saint Cyr— her death, 502. 
M'Kay, general,, killed at Steinkerk, 429. 
Malaga, engagement off, 465. 
Manheim, taken by the French, 42C,.- 
Manifejlo, publifhed by the duke of Rohan» 
258 ; by the king of Pruflia, 5S9. 
Marcl, count de la, killed; 412. 
Mardyke, reduced by the duke of Orleans, 3494. 
Maria Tberefa, queen of Hungary, her marriage 
with the dauphin of France, 609 ; her refentment 
againft the king of Pruffia, 626. 

Marillac Y marefchal de, appointed director-gene- 
ral of the finances, 221 ; receives the feals, 238 
his promotion to the dignity of marefchal of 
France, 274 ; is arretted. for peculation— is exe- 
cuted, 308. 

Marfeilles, peftilence in, 547. 
MarJIn, marefchal, his death, 469. 

Mary, 
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Maty, daughter of Stantibus, king of Poland, 
her marriage with Lewis the Fifteenth, 556. 

Mary of Medicis, marries Henry the Fourth, 
39 ; is delivered of a fon at Fontainebleau, 43 ; 
her anxiety to be crowned, 64, 65 , the ceremony 
of her coronation performed, 66 ; is appointed 
regent, 77; refigns the regency, 92 ; caufes the 
re-eft abliftiment of the Droit Annuel, 112 j fum- 
mons a certain number of the magiftrates to re- 
pair to the Louvre, 117,; narrowly efcapes with 
her life, 138 ; ftrives to gain the prince of Conde, 
143 ; releafes and reflores the duke of Angou- 
leme, 145 ; adopts the plan of arreftingthe prince 
of Conde, 147 ; forms a council of war, 148 ; 
determines to have three armies in motion- at 
once, 149; prepares to take the field, 150; her 
difgrace — withdraws from court, and retires to 
Blois, 156 ; kept in a ftate of captivity there, 
159 ; efcapes from Blois, and retires to An- 
gouleme, 162 ; meets the king at Coufieres, 166 ; 
admitted into the council, 207 ; is appointed re- 
gent of the provinces on this lide the Loire, 260 ; 
endeavours to keep the king at Paris, 26S ; ap- 
pointed regent during the king's abfenre, 270 ; 
attends the king to Lyons, 281 ; prefTes the king 
to difmifs Richelieu, 286 ; renews her felicitations 
—is difgraced, 288 ; rejects the offer made her by 
the king, 294 ; left at Compiegne, under a guard, 
299 ; fends a letter to the parliament — leaves 
Compiegne, and goes to Capelle, 303 ; is refufed 
admittance — retires to Bruxelles — her property 
and dower feized, 304 5 leaves Bruxelles, and re- 
pairs to Ghent, 313 ; fends Rebours de Lalleu to 
Paris, 31S; goes to England, 330; retires to 
Cologne, 336; dies at Cologne— remarks on her 
misfortunes, 338. 

Majfacre, of the regiment of Vailhac at Negre- 
pelifTe, 210. 

Maurepas, count of, appointed minifter of the 
maritime department, 523 ; equipsa fleet at Bfeft, 
584. 

Maximilian, prince, killed, 467. 
Mayenne, duke of, rejefts the title of king, 4 ; 
diifohes the council of union— afTumes the fu- 



preme adminiflration of affairs, 5 ; rejects with 
indignation the propofal of the prince of Parma, 
to garrifon the town of Corbeil with Italian 
troops, 9 ; fends money to the duke of Guife, 
1 2 ; feizes and caufes foui of the council to be 
executed, 14 ; joins the prince of Parma, 15 ; in 
conjunction with the Spanifh forces reduces the 
town of Noyon, 18; retreats- with his forces to 
Burgundy, 22 ; vows fidelity to Henry at Mon- 
ceaux, 27 ; offers to run his fword through the 
body of marefchal d'Ancre, 144 ; joins the duke 
of Guife, 148 ; is appointed governor of G uienne, 
160 ; endeavours to perfuade the duke d'Epernon 
to form a frefh league, 179 ; his advice to Lewis 
the Thirteenth refpecting the Bearnois, 1&1 ; 
makes two unfuccefsful attacks on the fuburbs of 
Villebourbon, 204 ; is killed by a mufket-ball in 
his eye, 204. 

Mazarin, promoted to the dignity of cardinal, 
336 ; chofen prime minifler, 340 ; his afcendancy 
over the queen, 3 ;i ; perfuades the queen to have 
three of the molt obltinate members of the par- 
liament fe'zcd, 353 ; obtains by his artifices an 
order from the prince of Conde for his own ar- 
reft, 357 ; is compelled to open the doors of the 
prifon himfelf — retires to Liege — re-enters the 
kingdom with an army raifed at his own expence, 
358 ; goes to the king at Gien — advifes. him to 
fly, 360 ; is again baniflied, 362 ; enters Paris* 
363 ; concludes an alliance with Oliver Cromwell, 
365; forms the league of the Rhine, 369; ba- 

nifhes his nephew Mancini fends his neicc, 

Mary Mancini, together with her filters, to a con- 
vent at Erouage, 372 ; repairs to the ifle of Phea- 
fants, 373; his death, 374. 

Mechlin, city of, taken by the allies, 467. 

Menehoud, Saint, taken by furprize, 91, . 

Merc!, general, taken prisoner at Kemper, 33S ; 
killed at Nordlingen, 3.19. 

Military School eftahlifhed by Lewis the Fif- 
teenth, 714. 

Milhaud, town of, "pre fen ts a petition to the 
king, 229, . 
Minden, battle of, 660, 

Minorca^ 
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Minorca, taken by the allies, 478 ; retaken by 
the French, 636. 

Modena, duke of, his death, 369. 

Medina, reduced by the marquis of Maillebois, 

559- 

Mohammed AH, ettablifhed by the Englifh on 
the throne of Arcot, 624. 

Molin, chevalier de, arretted, 540. 

Montbafon, prince de,killed, 467. 

Montague, arretted— releafed by the folicitation 
of the duke of Lorraine, 257. 

Montauban, fortrefs of, inverted by the royalifts, 
.203 ; prefents a petition to the king, 229. 

Montauban, town of, refufes to accept of the 
terms of peace, 276 ; its furrender to Richelieu, 
'277. 

Generaliffimo, title of, eftabliflied by letters-pa- 
tent, 280. 

Montcalm, general, killed at Quebec, 664. 

Montmorcnci, conftable of, his obfervation to the 
prince of Conde, 84. 

Montmorcnci, duke of", refigns the office of ad- 
miral, 239 ; attacks the royalitts, 309 ; is wound- 
ed and taken prifoner, 310 ; is declared guilty of 
high-treafon — is beheaded, 312. 

Morci, count de, killed at Parma, 559. 

Moret, count, killed, 310. 

Motte, count de la, marches to Bruges — takes 
"PlafTendahl by aflaulr, 473. 

Munich, taken pofleflion of by the Bavarian 
general, 574 ; taken by the Hungarians, 577. 

Munfter, bilhop of, his character, 394. 

;n. 

Naerdm, fetzed by the marquis of Rochefort, 
398 ; befieged by the prince of Orange, 405. 

Namur, taken by the allies, 434 ; furrender of 
to the French, 428, 605. 

Nantes, the edict of, drawn up and figned, 35 ; 
confirmed, 92 ; formally revoked, 422. 

Najfau, prince of, taken prifoner by the French, 
,408. 

Navailla, duke of, fucceeds to the command of 



the fquadron appointed for the relief bP Candia— ■ 
is obliged to withdraw, 391 ; appointed to the 
command of an army in Roufllllon, 414; defeats 
the Spaniards at Catalonia, 417. 

•Navy, council of, formed by the duke of Or- 
leans, 522. 

NegrepeliJJe, town of, furprized, 210; reduced 
to atties by the royalitts— lingular requett of 
twelve men who had efcaped the general maflacre, 
212; infolent behaviour of the foldiers on the 
occafion — generous behaviour of the duke of 
Chevreufe, of Pontis, and of Roger, one of the 
king's attendants, 213. 
, Nemours, duke of, his death, 31. 

Nimeguen, furrender of, to marefchal Turenn^ 
397 ; congrefs of, 41*6. 

Nimes, town of, refufesto accept of the terms 
of peace— ^nvefted by the royalitts— its furren- 
der, 276. 

Noailles, marefchal, defeats the "Spaniards; 433 ; 
invefts and takes Gironne, 487 j fent to the banks 
of the Mayne, 577-; fecures the towns of Spires, 
Worms, and Oppenheim, 578 ; encamps near the 
village of Dettingen, 579. 

Nonant, marquis de, taken prifoner, 467. 

Normandy, government of, taken from the 
king's brother, and given to the count of Soiflbns, 
78 ; is given to the marefchal Ornano, 160. 

Notables, aflembly of, convened by Henry the 
Fourth, 30; convened at Fontainebleau, 231.; 
convened at Paris, 243 ; difmiffed, 2 ji. 

Nuns of the Calvary, founded by Antoinette 
d'Orleans, daughter to Lewis, duke of Longue- 
ville, 345. 

"Nymphenburg, treaty of, concluded, 566. 
O. 

Orange, prince of, appointed general and admtr 
ral of the republic, 396 ; retires to Holland, 398; 
accepts the ftadtholderlhip, 401 ; belieges and 
takes Naerden, 405 ; lays fiege to Oudenarde— 
retires to Ghent— proceeds to Grave, which he re- 
duces, 408 ; reduces Binch, 413; advances to 

Hlons— * 
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Mons— takes port between Mons and Saint Gui- 
lain, 414 ; marches to the relief of Saint Omer — 
is defeated, 416 ; marries the niece of the king of 
England, 417 ; fails for England, 413 ; is raifed 
to the throne of England, under the title of Wil- 
liam the Third, 424 ; is killed by a fall from hi s 
horfe, 455. 

Ordinance, for the prohibition of embroidered 
cloaths, parted, 168. 

Orleans, duke of, fent to invert Bouchain, 414 ; 
wounded at Turin, 467 ; retreats to Dauphine» 
470; reduces the towns of Tortofa and Dinia, 
478 ; goes to the parliament — declares himfelf 
regent — is declared regent by the parliament, 522; 
fends an army into Rouffillon, 542 ; circulates a 
fummary account, 547 ; refigns the reins of go- 
vernment, 552; takes the port of prime-minif- 
ter, 553 ; his character, and death, 554. 

Ornano, colonel, committed to the Baftille-trans- 
ferredtothe caftle of Caen, 220; releafed from pri- 
fon, and refumes his poft of governor to the duke 
of Anjou, 221 ; rejects the advances of Riche- 
lieu, 236 ; is arrefted, 237 ; conducted to the 
Baftille — from thence to Vincennes, 238; his 
death — his proteftation on his death-bed, 242. 

Ornano, duchefs of, receives orders to retire 
from court, 299. 

OJlcnd, furrender of, 467. 

Oudenarde, taken by the French, 369 ; reduced 
by Lewis the Fourteenth, 385 j inverted by the 
French, 473. 

Oxenftiern, count, killed at Qnievrain, 484, 

P. 

Pacification, edict of, regiftered at Paris, 214. 
jPalavicini, general, taken prifoner, 467. 
Paris, famine in, 8. 

Parliament of Paris, firft meeting after the 
.death of Henry the Fourth, 76; fends a deputa- 
tion to the king, 116; demands an audience of 
Kim, 118; their remonstrances and demands, 122; 
«<kclare Concini a traitor, 156 ; attend the king-— 
Noi» IV. 



obliged to retire, 170; regifter the declaration of 
the king in form, 176 ; refufe to verify a declara- 
tion publifhed by the king at Dijon-— publifh an 
arret de partage, 300 ; attend at the Louvre, 301; 
publifli an arret, 305 ; confifcate the duchy of Bar, 
318 ; affembled by Anne of Auftria, 346; pub- 
lifli an arret to annul the declaration of Lewis the 
Fourteenth, 346 ; refufe to regifter the edicts for 
railing pecuniary fupplies, 352 ; demand the abo- 
lition of the office of intendant — abolifti it by an 
arret of their own, 352 ; proceed to nominate 
generals — publifh an arret for levying troops, 
355; refufe to receive the herald at arms, 356; 
publifli arrets, profcribing Mazarin, and fixing a 
price on his head — declare the majority of Lewis 
the Fourteenth, 358 ; court the friendfliip of car- 
dinal Mazarin — fentence the prince of Conde to 
lofe his life, 363 ; their right of remonftrating 
againft the edicts of the crown reftored, 523 ; fent 
in exile to Pontoife, 546; returns to Paris, 549; 
their difputes with the clergy, 619 ; are banifhed, 
621 ; reftored, 623 ; fummoned to attend the bed 
of juftice at Verfailles, 640; publifh an arret 
condemning the pope's brief, 641. 

Parliament of Normandy, their regifters erafed 
by an officer of the king's guards, 623. 

Parma, prince of, joins the leaguers, 8 j takes 
Corbeil, 9; his death, 18. 

Partition, treaty of, firft figned, 445. 

Pajfau, furprifed, 567. 

Peace, treaty of, figned at Saint Menehoud, 92; 
figned between the queen-mother and Lewis the 
Thirteenth, 178 ; figned at Fontainbleau, 675. 

Peronne, city of, taken by furprize, 146. 

Pe'ze, marquis de, killed at Guaftalla, 560. 

Philip the Fourth, his acceflion to the crown of 
Spain, 195. 

Philip (fecond fon to Lewis the Thirteenth) 
created duke of Anjou, 335. 

Pbilipjburg, reduced by the Imperialifts, 415 f 
furrender of to the French, 424; capitulation of, 
559- 

Piedmont, prince of, fent to negociate with 
Richelieu in favour of the duke of Savoy, 271. 
5 C VUgut 
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Plague in the French army, 283. 
Plan for uniting the colonies of Canada and 
Louiiiana, 625. 
Police of France, fome reflections thereon, 

345* 

Poll-Tax, inftitution of, 433. 

Pondicherry, capitulation of, 672. 

Portocarrero, abbe, fent to Blois, 537.. 

Prague, relief of, by count Daun, 648. 

Pretender, the, feized at the opera at Paris, 618. 

Princes of the blood, the, forbade to attend the 
parliament by Lewis the Fifteenth, 699. 

Prujjia, king of, declared a rebel by the Aulic 
council, 637 ; remarkable fpeech of, 649. 

Quebec, furrender of to the Englifli, 6645 reco- 
very of attempted, 660. 

2>uefnoi, reduced by the French, 364 ; taken by 
prince Eugene, 494 ; re-taken by Villars, 495. 

Sguicras, treaty of, 306. 

2>uievrain, battle of, 48,3. 

R. 

Ramillies, battle of, 467. 

Ratijbon, treaty of, figned 286. 

Ravaillac, Francis, aflaffinates Henry the Fourth, 
66 ; is apprehended, 67 ; his execution, 78. 

Reafon, the council of* eftabliflied, 31. 

Reformed Preaching Friars, convent of, eftab- 
Jiftjed, 343. 

Regency, council of, formed by the duke of Or- 
leans, 522. 

Rejignation of the judges and members of the 
different courts and parliaments, 641. 

Retx, cardinal of, arrefled in the Louvre, 362, 

Rhine, the, league of, formed by Mazarin, 369. 

Richelieu, bilhop of Lucon, employed to bring 
about a negociation with the queen-mother, 164; 
perfuades the queen not to return to court, 171 ; 
his treacherous conduct towards the queen, 177; 
receives the cardinal's hat, 215; promoted to a 
feat in the council, 220 5 difcourfe with the pope's 



nuncio, 226; his reply to Barberini, 2-s8 ; obfer~ 
vations on his motive for concluding a peace with 
the Rochellers, 233 ; his artifice, 234; his influ- 
ence over the mind of the king, 237 ; exprefles a 
wilh to retire, 239 ; his plan for the deftruction 
of the duke of Anjou and his party, 240; his ma- 
licious attack on the character of the queen, 241 ; 
his fpeech at the aflembly of the notables, 246, 
249 ; his afcendancy over the people, 253 ; Jnfifta 
on an explanation from the ftates- general, 256; 
fets fpies over Montague, 257 ; caufes feveral of 
the Proteftant nobility to be arretted, 262 ; rejects 
the offer of the Rochellers to give up the town, 
264 ; his advice to the king, 268 ; retires to Cha- 
liot, 269 ; follows the king into Dauphine, 270 ; 
difpatche€ Senneterre to the duke of Savoy, 271 ; 
is left to command the forces at Suza, 273 ; is 
declared prime minifter of ftate, 279 ; is appoint- 
ed generaliflimo of the French forces, 280 j per- 
fuades the king not to ratify the treaty of Ratif- 
bon, 287 ; reprefents to the king that a confpiracy 
is forming againft him by the queen-mother and 
the duke of Orleans, 293 ; his ddvice to the king 
refpecting Mary of Medicis, 294; his fpeech cn 
the propofed banifliment of the queen-mother, 
296, 299 ; perfuades the king to refent the con- 
duct of the parliament, 300; is appointed go- 
vernor of Brittany, 305 ; eftabliflies a chamber of 
juftice at Nanci, 318} intercepts the duke of Or- 
leans's ratification of a treaty with Spain, 320 ; 
convenes an obfequious aflembly, 324; confpiracy 
againft him, 326 ; is the caufe of the firft commo- 
tion in Scotland, 330 ; fufpected of being accef- 
fary to the death of the duke of Weimar, 334 
intreats the king of England to oblige Mary of 
Medicis to quit the kingdom, 33c ; appoints 
commiflioners to try Cinq Mars and De Thou for 
a confpiracy, 338; his return to Paris— his death 
and character, 339, 340. 

Richelieu, due de, manifefto to the people of 
England, 602 ; appointed to the command of the 
troops deflined to attack Minorca, 636 ; receives- 
orders to take the command of the army, 644 ; 
concludes the convention of Clofter-Seven, 646. 
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Rietix, count of, killed, 310. 

Rocbelk, peace of, concluded, 214 ; blockaded, 

232 ; blockaded by the royalifts, 260 ; articles of 
capitulation figned, 264 ; unfuccefsful attack of 
by the Englifli, 647. 

Rocbcllers, general aflembly of, fummoned, 183 ; 
draw up a remonftrance to the king, 191 ; prepare 
for their own defence, and publifh a manifefto, 
iy6, 198; fend deputies to the king, 216; fit 
out a fleet, 226 ; reject the offer of peace, 229; 
their fleet defeated by the royalifts, 230; fend 
deputies to the king, 232; peace granted them, 

233 ; obliged to capitulate, 264. 
Rocbefort, marquis of, feizes Naerden,398. 
Rocbcbouart, duke of, killed at Dettingen, 580. 
Rocroi, battle of, 347. 

Roban, duke of,, obtains an interview with 
Luines, 160; attempts to relieve Montauban, 
204 ; receives a note from the duke of Lefdi- 
guieres, 208 ; engages to take up arms as foon as 
the Englifli fhould enter the kingdom, 257; pub- 
lifhes a manifefto, 258 ; is declared a traitor, 259; 
obtains an audience of Richelieu, 275; his re- 
marks on the three civil wars, 275, 276 ; recalled 
from exile, 324 ; obliged to evacuate the Valte- 
line, 327 ; accompanies duke Bernard as a volun- 
teer — receives, two wounds, which occafion his 
death — his character and interment, 329. 

Roban, duchefs-dowager of, confined with her 
daughter in the caftle of Niort, 265. 

Rojbacb, battle of, 651. 

Rofny, marquis of, is detached to take pofief- 
fion of Meulan, 4 ; rcfifts the attacks of the duke 
of Mayenne till the arrival of the royalifts, e ; 
advifes Henry the Fourth to conform with the ef- 
tabliftied religion, 18 ; is promoted to the poft of 
grand-mafter of the horfe, 38; fecretly difpatched 
to England, 41 5 fent to congratulate James the 
Second on his acceflion to the throne, 47 ; created 
duke of Sully, 49 ; his reply to the king on his 
mentioning his apprehenfions of his fafety, 64 ; 
his advice with refpect to Henry the Fourth's 
projects, 79 ; fummoned to attend a private coun- 
cil .80 ; refigns his office, 84 j attends the prince 



of Conde to the conferences at Loudun, 138 ; re- 
pairs to Poitou, 141 ; refigns the government of 
Poitou, 143 ; repairs to Paris, 144; demands an 
audience of the queen, 147. 

Rojlaing, count of, killed at Dettingen, 580. 

Rouen, inverted by marefchal de Biron, 13. 

RoyaliJIs, their inhuman behaviour at the fiege 
of Rochelle, 264. 

Ruffians, thirty-feven thoufand taken into pay by 
Great Britain and Holland, 616. 

Rnyter, De, Dutch admiral, killed at Meffina, 
414. 

Ryfvjick, treaty of,, figned, 443; confirmed,,, 
447- 

&. 

Saint Catharine, fort of, totally deftroyed at the 
requeft of the citizens of Geneva, 39. 

Saint George, chevalier de, (the pretender) 
wounded at Quievrain, 484. 

Saint Levis, order of, inftituted by Lewis the 
Fourteenth, 505. 

Salt, tax on, projected, ti l, 

Sardinia, king of, taken by the allies, 478 ; re- 
ceives a fubfidy of two hundred thoufand pounds - 
from Great Britain, 582.. 

Savoy, duke of, contefls the fucceflion to the 
dukedom of Mantua, 87 ; affembles the forces, 
and advances to Montferrat— is received by the 
city, 88; takes up arms againft Spain, 157? 
enters into a league with the king and the repub- 
lic of Venice, 215 ; receives orders to hold him- 
felf in readinefs to march, 224; attacks the Ge- 
noefe, 227; driven back into Piedmont, 231;. 
urges his pretenfions to the marquifate of Mont- 
ferrat, 267 ; fends his fon to negociate with 
Richelieu, 271 ; agrees to become a party to 
the league, 272 ; demands the reuitution of Su- 
za, 280 ; his death — is fucceeded by his fon Vic- 
tor- Amadeus, 283. 

Savoy, dutchefs of, drove from Turin — retires 
to Grenoble, 333. 

Saxe t count, reduces Egn, 568 j appointed to 

the 
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the command of the troops againft England, 584 ; 
his conduct at the battle of Fontainebleau, 597, 
598. 

Saxe, marefchal — appointed to the command 
©f the french troops, 596 ; inverts Antwerp, 
605; advances towards Louvain, 610; appoint- 
ed, to the government of the conquered Nether- 
lands, 613; his deith, 943. 

Savoyards, defeat of, by the royalifts, 282. 

Scarrort, bifhop of Grenoble, his fpcech. 

Scbomberg, marefchal, appointed to the govern- 
ment of Languedoc — his death, 

.Sshombtrg, marefchal, reduces the towns and 
fortrefles of Bafcara, Figuieres, Joui, Ampurias 
and Bellegarde, 408 ; refigns the command of 
the army in the Netherlands, 415- 

Schombcrg, duke of, his death, 43 1-. 

Schuylemburg, general, killed, 564. 

Seguier, chancellor, attacked by the people, 354. 

Segur, marquis of, wounded at Laffedt, 612. 

Senez, bifhop of, his fpirited fermon before 
Lewis the Fifteenth, 711. 

Scrhcllon, the Spanifh general, defeated by the 
Trench, 327. 

.Sillere, refigns the keys to Lewis, 218. 

Silhouette, portraits a-la their derivation 668. 

Sixtus, pope the Fifth, his death, 10. 

Stciety of agriculture, commerce and arts, 714. 

SoiJJbns, count of, is appointed to command the 
French forces, 326; retreats to Sedan, 327; 
takes up arms againft the French, 335 is killed, 

S35- 

Soltbay, battle of, 399. 

Somerbaufen, battle of, 350. 

Somme, paflage of, forced by the Spaniards, 

3 2 5« 

Soubize, duke of, his army cut to pieces, 211. 
appointed to the command of a fleet, 
takes feven of the king's fhips, 226 ; rejects the 
king's offer of a mediation, 228 ; is declared a 
traitor, his aflaflination, 260. 

Spirited fpeech of the members of the parlia- 
ment of Rouen, 685. 

fyires, reduced by Villars, 496. 



Sprague, admiral, his death, 404. 

Stainvilk, marquis de, Succeeds count de Bernis 
as fecretary for foreign affairs — is created duke dc 
Choifeul, 659. 

Staremberg, count of, taken prifoner by the 
French, 408. 

States, general, aflemble at Paris, 19 ; ifTue an 
edict to prevent the crown being carried out of 
the royal family, 19; article voted to be infei ted 
in the general cahier, 96 ; decided by Lewis the 
Thirteenth, 103 ; is again afTembled at Rouen, 157; 
is diflblved by Luines, 158. 

Stecnkirk, battle of, 428. 

Stocking-Loom, imported by Colbert, 503. 

■Strajburg, furrender of to Louvois, 419. 

Sully, fee Rofny. 

Sully, dutchefs of, wounded in the arm, 354. 
T. 

Tai.'le, (an import fo denominated) its ufe and 
progrefs, 73, 74. 

Tallard, gains a complete victory over the Im- 
perialirts, 460 ; taken prifoner, 463 ; is fuffered 
to return to France, 493. 

Tardif, (a magiftrate) executed by order of 
the council of Sixteen, 14. 

Temple, Sir William, fent as ambaffador to-the 
Hague, 389; the refult of his embafly, 389. 

TeJJe, marquis de, killed, 571. 

Tbtmines, marquis of, killed in the attack on 
Villebourbon, 208. 

Thtrefa y Maria, declared emprefs of Germany, 
563. 

TlioenvilUy inverted by the marquis ef Feu- 
quieres, 333. 

Tboulouft, furrendered to the royalift?, 31 • 
parliament of, their conduct towards the dukes of 
Rohan and Soubize, 259 ; afTembled for the trial 
of the duke of Montmorenci, 312 ; count of, de- 
prived of his rank in parliament, 533. 

Toiras, marefchal, killed at the flegejof Fon- 
tanet, 325. 

7'onrnai, furrender of, 385; .inverted by the 

allies, 



I » D E X. 



allies, 4S2 ; furrender of, 482 j retaken, 601. 

Tours, infurrection of, 195. 

Tullibardine, marquis of, killed at Quievrain, 484. 

Turenne, promoted to the dignity of marefchal 
of France — his treachery, 356 ; afTembles the 
royal troops at the gates of Paris, 360 ; reduces 
Stenai — haftens to relieve Arras — reinforces the 
garrifon of Quefnoi— befieges Landrecics, 364 ; 
befieges Conde, 365; befieges Valenciennes, 366; 
marches to Montmedi, 367 ; reduces Saint Vi- 
nant and Mardyck, 368 ; lays fiege to Dunkirk, 
368 ; reduces Bergues, Saint Vinoch, Furnes, 
Dixmude, Gravelines, and Oudenarde — enters 
Menin, and reduces Ypres, 369 ; is appointed to 
the command of an ar,<iy againft the Imperialifts, 
attacks and defeats the duke of Lorraine and 
Caprara at Sintzheim — obtains a decifive advan- 
tage over the elector of Brandenburg at Colmar, 
406 ; erodes the Rhine — feizes the town of Wil- 
fted, 409 ; arrives at the village of Saltzbach, 410; 
his death, 411. 

Turenne, prince of, killed at Steenkirk, 429. 

Turin, battle of, 469. 

U. 

Urfutines, convent of, erected by Mary L'Hui- 
lier, 344. 

Uxelles, marquis of, killed at the fiege of Privas, 
V. 

'Valenciennes, furrender of, to the French, 416. 

Valete, father de la, his fpeculations in the 
Weft-Indies, 676. 

Valteline, treaty of, figned at Madrid, 195 ; en- 
gagements in, 324. 

Van Hoey, the Dutch ambaflador infulted by 
the marquis de Fontaine, 610. 

Vauban, marefchal of France, appointed to the 
government of the citadel of Lille, 308. 

Vender, the queen's phyfician, fent to the Baf- 
tille, 299. 

Vol. IV. 



Vendome, duke of, arrefted and confined in the 
Louvre, 89. 

Vendome, duke of, his declaration, 138; ob» 
tains a complete victory over the Spanilh fleet, 
365; is wounded at Strafburg, 412 ; attacks the 
Spaniards in their camp, ,436 ; lays fiege to Bar- 
celona, 439 ; fucceeds Villeroi in the command of 
the troops at Cremona — reduces the towns of 
Luzara and Guaftalla, 457 ; reduces the towns 
of Vercelli and Ivrea, 465;' reduces Mirandola, 
468 ; obtains a complete victory over the enemy 
at Caffinato — is recalled to fucceed Viileroi, 468 ; 
his behaviour during the action of Oudenarde, 
477 ; is fent to take the command of the Spanifli 
army — reduces Balaguier, 487 ; his death, 494. 

Venlo reduced by the duke of Marlborough, 

4S7- 

Verdun, prefident, his fpeech, 169. 

Verfailles, improvements at, 504 ; treaty of, 
concluded, 635. 

Veterinary School, inllituted, 714. 

Viclory, naval, obtained over the royalifts, 229. 

Vienna, treaty of, 562 ; court of exacts a mil- 
lion fterling from the Genoefe, 608. 

Villars, admiral of France, advances towards 
Darnetal — attacks and routs the French guards 
at the wood of Turinge, 14 ; obliged to retire, 15; 
puts allche German infantry to the fword, 16 ; 
opens the gates of Rouen, and proclaims Henry 
the Fourth — his death, 25. 

Villars, marquis of, flain at the attack on Ville- » 
bourbon, 204. 

Villars, marqirs of, defeats the Imperialifts in 
the mountain of Erlingen, 457 ; reduces Kaftadt, 
471 ; appointed to the command of the army in 
the Netherlands, 481 ; is dangeroufly wounded, 
403 ; reduces Douai, 495 ; reduces Spires, 
Worms, and Laudan — takes Fribourg — defeats 
marefchal Vaubonne, 496; is appointed prefident 
of the council of war, 523; receives orders to 
join the king of Sardinia, 559 ; takes Lombar .ly 
— -refigns his command, and retires to Turin— 
his death, 559. 

Villcroiy marefchal, fent to fuperfede Catinat in 

c, D the 
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the command of the troops— advance! to Chiari 
—is obliged to retire, 453 ; taken by prince Eu- 
gene at Cremona, 457 ; reduces the town of Hui, 
465 ; reduces Dieft, 466 ; is recalled from the 
fcrvice, 468. 

W. 

Watts, general, taken prifoner, 564. 

War declared againft France, 455 ; council of, 
formed by the duke of Orleans, 522. 

Weimar, duke of, his death, 334. 

Weft India company, inftitution of, 382 ; eflab- 
lilhed by Lewis the Fourteenth, 502. 

Wirtembcrg) duke of, taken prifoner by the 
French) 429.* 



Wirtmlergt prince of, killed at Guaftalla, 560. 
Wetfe, general, killed at Quebec, 663. 
Wyendak wood, battle of 476. 

y. 

ypresy taken by the prince of Condc, 350; re* 
duced by marefchal Turenne, 369. 

Z. 

Zell, evacuated by the Imperialifls, 459,- 
Zincby retaken by the allies, 458. 
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DIRECTIONS to the BINDER, 

FOR PLACING THE PLATES TO 

GIFFORD'S HISTORY OF FRANCE, 



VOLUME THE FIRST.. 
Plate in To face 

Ho. XXXIII.— Frontifpiece, 

VII. — Pharamond . . . 

IX. — The Romans carrying off the Bride of a nobleman at Lens. 

XI. — Clovis . . . . 

XVII. — Interview of Leudemond, bifhop of Sion with queen Bertrude 

XV.— Charlemagne . . . . . 

XIII. — The Death of Carloman .. . . » 

XIX. — Hugh Capet ..... 

V. — Lewis the Seventh lingly repulfing a band of Saracens 

XXI. — Condefceniion of the French and Englifh Kings to the Pope 

XXIII. — Lewis the Ninth . . 

XXV.— Philip the Fourth .. 

VOLUME THE SECOND, 

XLV. — The countefs of Montfort in complete armour * • 

LXIII.— Queen Phillippa interceding for the citizens of Calais • 
XLIX. — John the Second furrendering to Denis de Morbec . 
LXXIX. — Stephen Marcel compelling the Dauphia to wear the party cap. 
XXIX. — Bertraud du Guefclin's; gracious reception . . . 

XXXVII- — Charles the Sixth accofted by a fpeclre in the foreft of Mons 
I, — Joan of Arc addrefling Charles the Seventh by infpiration. — . 
LV.— Joan of Arc reproaching the bifhop at the place of execution . . 

VOLUME THE THIRD. . 

LIX. — Charles the Eighth, and a Lady invoking the Virgin to protecT: her 
XCI. — Catharine of Medicis 
XLIII. — Charles the Ninth, 

LXVII. — The Death of the prince of Conde ^- . . 

LXXXIII. — Catharine of Medicis extorting the order from her fon 
XLVII. — Admiral Coligni • . . . . 

XLI,--The Death of Henry the Third • , 



FOLUME THE FOURTH. 



Plate in To Facc Pa S e 

No. Ill —Henry the Fourth - » • •»»•.$ 

LXI The duke of Sully . , * • *9 

XXXV.— Mary of Medicis . • • • • 5 s 

XXVII.— Lewis the Thirteenth 7& 

LI Cardinal Richelieu . • • • 21 5 

XXXIX.— Cardinal Mazarin 34° 

LIII. — Lewis the Fourteenth . . • • 34-6 

XXXI. — Lewis of Bourbon, prince of Conde . . • 349 

LVIL— Charles Colbert, Marquis of Croifli . 3 8 9 

XCIX. — Count Turenne, Marechal of France . • 4'° 

CIII. — The Duke of Luxembourg, Marechal of France . • 4 l6 

CXI. — The Duke of Villeroy, Marechal of France . • » 4 6 ° 

XCVII.— Fenelon, archbifllop of Cambray . • ■ 5°^ 

CI.— Lewis the Fifteenth . . . • S 21 

LXXXIX.— The Duke of Orleans, Regent of France . . 5 2 9 

CVII — The Duke d' Antin Councillor of the Regency . . 544 

LXXXVIL— Cardinal Fl uri 555 

LXV — Count Saxe, Marechal of France . • . 59° 

LXXXV.— The Dauphine, Father to Lewis the Sixteenth . 6 °9 

CV. — Count Lowendhal, Marechal of France . • 6*3 

LXXIII.— The Count of Artois . 686 

LXXI.— Lewis the Sixteenth 7°° 

XCV. — Maria Antoinette, Qu^en nf France . » . • • 7°° 



CXII.— A Map of France, previous to the Revolution. . . • Title Page, 



The Heads of La Fayette, Petion, Neckar, Mirabeau, and the Hiftorical Print of The parting 
Interview of the King and Queen, are to be referved lor the Hiftory of the Revolution* 



